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PROCEEDINGS  ^ 

OF  THE 

TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

United  Mine  Workers  of  America 

HELD  IN  THE 

City  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
JANUARY  16.  1912 


FIRST  DAY-MORNING  SESSION 

The  Twenty-third  Aimual  Convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workera  of 
America  was  called  to  order  in  Tomlinson  Hall,  Indianapolis,  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m.,  Tuesday,  January  16th    I'residont  .John  P.  White  in  the  chair. 

President  White — The  time  having  arrived  for  this  convention  to  convene, 
the  delegates  will  bo  seated^  I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  you  Mr. 
Albert  8.  Lowry,  Business  Agent  of  the  Pattern  Makers*  I.'nion,  who  will  pre- 
side over  the  preliminaries  uf  our  convention.  \ 

(.'hairman  Lowry — Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  Will  you  please  rise  while  the 
invocation  is  given  by  Reverend  Father  Gavisk  of  Saint  John's  Church. 

Kov.  F.  H.  Gavisk— Come,  Oh  Holy  Ghost,  fill  the  hearts  of  the  faithful, 
and  enkindle  within  tht-m  the  fire  of  Thy  divine  love.  We  ask 
Thy  blessing,  Oh,  Lord,  upon  this  as>j('nibly  which  is  now  beginning 
that  Thy  light  and  Thy  wisdom  may  direct  the  deliberations  of  those  who  come 
together  from  far  apart,  that  their  deliberations  may  bo  in  peace  and  in  har- 
mony. May  they  ever  recognize  thee,  <.)li  Lord,  as  the  Governor,  and  as  the 
Kuler  of  the  Universe.  We  thank  Thee  for  this  intelligence  which  thou  hast 
fdaced  in  their  minds  and  the  charity  with  which  Thou  hast  filled  their  hearts. 
Hies.**  them  flaring  their  deliberations.  RIt'ss  those  whom  they  left  at  home. 
All  this  vrv  n>k  in  the  name  of  llini  \^ho  tMUtrht  us  to  say:     Our  Fatlier  who 
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art  in  Heaven^  hallowed  be  Thy  name ;  Tliy  kingdom  come,  Thy  wiU  be  done, 
in  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive 
us  our  trespasses  as  wc  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.  And  lead 
us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil.     Amen. 

Chairman  Lowrj- — ^Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  The  next  speaker  on  the  pro- 
gram is  taking  the  place  of  another  speaker  as  a  substitute.  The  reasons  for 
this  are  many.  You  doubtless  have  heard  of  our  honorable  mayor  of  this  *  *  no 
mean  city''  of  Indianapolis.  I  wish  to  say  he  is  not  present,  but  is  represented 
!)y  a  deputy.  He  is  a  great  deal  to  us.  We  working  people  appreciate  the  sort 
of  statesmanship  which  saves  the  dollars  and  cents  of  the  workers.  We  a|)pre- 
ciate  that  sort  of  a  mayor,  and  we  were  just  a  trifle  afraid  it  might  be  possible 
you  would  want  to  kidnap  him.  He  is  therefore  represented  by  Rabbi 
Feuerlicht. 

Rabbi  Feuerlicht — Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  Ah  your  chairman  has  intimated. 
I  am  here  this  ^morning  as  a  substitute,  but  he  has  forgotten  to  caution  you,  as 
the  advertisements  usually  do,  to  ** beware  of  substitutes."  I  feel  as  though 
his  Honor,  the  mayor,  had  placed  me  in  a  position  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
a  well-known  bishop,  who  had  been  notified  that  a  vicar  in  his  diocese  had  sud- 
denly taken  ill.  The  warden,  after  much  difficulty,  appealed  to  him  for  a  sub- 
stitute. The  bishop  volunteered  kindly  to  take  the  place  of  the  vicar  and  take 
charge  of  the  Sunday  service.  When  the  service  was  over  the  warden,  wishing 
to  do  the  right  thing,  and  with  becoming  modesty,  came  up  to  the  bishoi>  and 
stammered:  **A  poorer  preacher  would  have  done  for  such  folks  as  us,  but 
we  were  unable  to  find  one."  Perhaps,  gentlemen,  that  ex])lains  my  ]»resenco 
here  this  morning. 

i  cannot  fully  comprehend  his  Honor's  reason  for  asking  me  to  take  his 
place  here.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  fully  realizes  the  anomaly,  not  to  say 
strangeness  and  the  curiosity  of  asking  a  tenderfoot  preacher,  :ind  a  Jewish 
rabbi  at  that,  to  address  a  convention  of  the  Ignited  Mine  Workers  of  America. 
I  jun  reminded  of  another  old  and  time-worn  story,  and  1  am  sure  you  will  not 
take  it  amiss  if  I  repeat  it.  It  is  a  story  of  a  geuth'nian  from  Ireland  who  took 
sick  and  was  about  to  die,  and  he  called  for  the  jjriest  to  shrive  him.  When 
the  priest  came  and  i>erformed  the  last  rites,  the  sick  man  said  that  he  iiad  a 
last  request,  a  last  favor  to  ask.  '*What  is  it,  Patf"  said  the  father. 
''Father,"  said  he,  ''it's  an  awfully  strange  request,  but  I  hope  you  will  grant 
it  to  me."  "Well,  out  with  it,  Pat.  What  is  it?"  "Father,  I  know  it  is  so 
strange  that  you  will  be  startled;  you  will  be  shocked,  but  1  want  to  ask  vou 
to  be  sure  to  do  it  for  me,  because  it  is  my  last  and  only  request."     "Well 
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out  with  it,  Pat;  what  is  itf  **WelI,"  said  Pat,  '*J  want  to  be  buried  in  a 
Hebrew  cemetery/'  **That  is  a  strange  request,  Pal.  H«»w  does  it  happen  you 
ask  it?"  '*I  thought  you  would  find  it  strange/'  sjiid  Pat,  **but  1  insist  upon 
you  doing  it  for  me."  **Why,  Pat;  what  is  the  reason?"  **WeU,"  said  Pat. 
*'it  is  the  ]ast  place  on  earth  the  devil  will  ever  look  for  an  Irishman!  " 

Perhaps  this,  gentleman,  is  the  last  place  that  his  Satanic  majesty  would 
look  for  a  Jewish  rabbi,  and  perhaps,  after  all.  that  is  the  reason  why  hi>» 
Honor,  the  mayor,  asked  me  to  take  his  place.  Vou  know  that  he*  is  a  man 
who  has  been  unconventional  enough  to  sentence  saloon  keepers  to  go  to  church 
on  Sunday  when  they  violated  the  law.  He  is  the  man.  as  your  chairman  has 
intimated,  who  has  reduced  for  us  the  high  cost  of  living.  He  has  reduced 
the  cost  of  turkey  and  of  potatoes,  and  were  it  not  for  fear  lest  it  be  in- 
hospitable to  you,  he  A'ould  have  reduced  for  us  the  price  of  coal  in  this  cold 
weather. 

But,  gentlemen,  I  am  here,  and  seriously  speaking,  T  am  proud  and  hon- 
ored to  be  here  and  to  express  in  his  behalf  and  in  behalf  of  our  citizenship  the 
sincerii  delight  that  is  ours  in  having  you  with  us.  The  mere  fact  of  my  pres- 
ence as  a  rabbi  upon  this  platform  is  indicative  of  the  spirit  of  the  city  in  which 
you  are  gathered  and  to  which  you  are  bidden  a  cordial  and  hearty  welcome. 
Even  a»  you  have  seen  and  see  now  upon  this  platform  my  good  friend.  Father 
(lavisk,  a  Catholic  priest,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Henninger.  a  Protestant  clergy- 
man, and  myself,  a  Jewish  rabbi,  seated  together  upon  this  platform,  a  thing 
unheard  of  not  many  generations  ago — you  see  in  that  the  evidence  of  the  spirit 
of  tolerance  that  pervades  and  dominates  the  community  you  are  in.  But.  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  more  than  mere  toleration.  It  is  the  spirit  of  fair  play  and  of 
justice.  Whether  it  be  Jew  or  (Christian,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  employe  or 
employer,  we  in  this  city  do  not  patronize  one  another  merely ;  we  do  not  merely 
tolerate  one  another;  we  are  not  merely  conde^ending  in  our  attitude  toward 
one  another.  We  deal,  or  try  to  deal,  rather  upon  the  ])ljine  of  even-handed, 
fair  dealing,  square  dead  level  of  justice  between  num  and  man. 

Now,  it  is  thiK  atmosphere  and  environment  of  justice  whii-li  \\v  in  this 
city  hold  out  to  you,  and  it  is  this  justice,  I  take  it,  for  which  you  have  couu', 
in  the  form  of  organized  labor,  to  deliberate  upon  and  seek  after.  Vou  do  not 
ask  merely  for  sympathy  because  you  happen  to  be  the  employe  instead  of 
employer  in  the  world's  economic  division  of  labor.  You  do  not  want  charity 
or  pity  simply  ))ecau8e  you  happen  to  be  the  under-dog  in  the  struggle  for  hu- 
man existence.  All  you  want  is  plain  fair-dealing  and  justice,  and  if  there  be 
no  violence,  if  there  1  e  no  shedding  of  innocent  blooj],  you  shall  have  the  vir- 
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tory.  We  shall  be  neither  demagogues  nor  prophets,  nor  the  sons  of  prophets, 
if  we  say  you  shall  have  justice,  not  only  in  this  state,  but  in  every  other  state 
throughout  this  land  and  throughout  the  world. 

Now,  it  is  this  spirit  of  justice  and  in  the  name  of  that  justice  that  in 
behalf  of  our  honored  mayor  and  the  city  over  which  he  presides  that  I  would 
bid  you  a  sincere  and  earnest  welcome  again  to  our  city  and  within  oar  gates. 
We  trust  that  these  meetings  of  yours  shall  be  of  advantage  and  of  profit  to 
you.  We  hope  that  you  will  come  here  to  meet  with  us  indefinitely  in  the  future, 
as  it  has  been  your  custom  to  meet  with  us  here  in  the  past,  and  unlike  the  lady 
who  had  quarreled  with  her  husband  and  made  life  miserable  for  him  all  his 
lifetime,  but  when  he  died  put  upon  his  tombstone:  ''At  peace  until  we  meet 
again" — unlike  that  lady,  gentlemen,  we  hope  that  whatever  the  result  of 
your  deliberations  may  be,  that  you  will  have  peace,  and  that  you  will  always  be 
ready  to  meet  with  us  again. 

Delegate  J.  J.  Evans,  Local  No.  61 — I  move  that  we  tender  the  Mayor's 
substitute  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  magnificent  address.  (Seconded  and  carried 
by  unanimous  vote.) 

Chairman  Lowry — We  next  have  on  the  program  a  man  whom  possibly  a 
great  many  of  you  know — I  hope  all  of  you — ^representing  the  organization  that 
in  a  large  measure  contributes  to  the  fact  that  we  have  so  strong  a  representa- 
tion of  organized  labor  as  we  have.  That  organization  is  the  Commercial  Club, 
composed  of  the  men  of  the  city  who  concentrate  their  energy  and  their  busi- 
ness experience  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  industry  of  this  city,  and  to  whose 
activity  very  largely  is  due  the  fact  that  the  enterprise  of  this  city  employ 
union  men  and  union  girls  and  women.  There  is  a  common  feeling  between 
the  labor  organizations  and  the  commercial  organizations.  If  there  were  no 
commercial  organizations  there  would  be  small  use  for  the  labor  organizations 
in  this  city.  One  goes  hand-in-hand  with  the  other.  We,  on  our  part  as  union 
men,  ask  that  the  commercial  organizations  give  our  members  the  right  to  be 
heard,  the  right  to  show  by  trial  that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  both  the  com- 
mercial interests  and  all  other  interests  in  the  city  to  employ  the  members  of 
our  organizations,  and  the  speaker  that  I  am  to  present  to  you  representing  the 
commercial  organization  is  a  man  who  carries  a  card  himself,  and  has  been 
honored  by  this  city  witli  the  office  of  mayor  in  the  past,  and  while  I  would 
not  say  anything  about  his  political  position  in  the  present  instance,  I  would 
say  that  he  is  a  man  that  T  believe  labor  has  a  great  deal  of  confidence  in,  as 
an  organizer  an({  a  worker  in  the  Commercial  Club  of  this  city — the  Honorable 
Charles  A.  Bookwalter. 
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Mr.  Bookwalter — It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I  am  glad  to 
see  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  come  back  to  Indianapolis.  When 
you  left  us  a  year  ago  you  didn't  shake  us  off,  because  we  followed  you  over 
to  the  Ohio  capital,  and  I  am  proud  and  indeed  glad  to  say  that  one  dose  such 
as  you  there  received  caused  a  natural  longing  to  spring  up  in  your  hearts  for 
the  familiar  and  old  scenes  of  the  Hoosier  capital,  and  so  it  was  hardly  neces- 
sary for  those  ol'  uh  who  wore  there  iu  tliat  convontion  to  a.sk  you  to  come 
hack,  but  we  felt  that  it  was  no  mtfre  than  right  that  we  should  follow  our 
erring  sons  and  give  them  an  invitation  to  the  parental  roof  once  more. 

It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  ttie  people  of  Indianapolis  to  weNMuno  this  law- 
obfsierving,  peace-loving  American  brotherhood  in  their  convention  this  year.  I 
have  no  brief  to  speak  especially  on  behalf  of  any  organization,  although  my 
invitation  to  be  present  today  came  from  the  Central  Labor  Union,  but  I  pre- 
sume my  credentials  are  just  as  genuine,  speaking  on  behalf  of  that  organization 
when  I  do  not  belong  to  it,  as  Rabbi  Feuerlicht  's  were  when  he  spoke  in  behalf 
of  the  mayor,  and  we  never  hope  to  have  him  fill  that  position.  Indianapolis 
believes  in  the  good  purposes  and  the  good  intentions  and  the  good  citizenship 
of  the  vast  majority  of  the  members  of  organized  labor,  and  so  l»elieving,  wc 
are  glad  indeed  to  throw  open  our  hearts  to  you  and  welcome  you  in  tliis  year 
1912.  The  entire  body  of  American  citizenship  is  looking  with  deep  interest 
to  the  results  of  this  convention.  In  my  opinion  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant events,  fraught  as  it  is  with  infinite  possibilities  either  for  good  or  for 
l»ad,  to  the  industrial  interests  of  our  country.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important 
events  which  will  occur  in  our  nation  during  this  year,  ami  especially  is  it  im- 
portant to  you,  as  representatives  of  the  great  organization  of  mine  workers. 

Before,  in  this  hall  (because  I  havo  become  habituated  to  speakinjr  to  you 
here),  it  was  my  province  to  welcome  you  six  times  as  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Indianapolis,  and  here  in  this  hall  before  I  have  endeavored  as  a  friend  of 
organized  labor,  a  fact  which  I  do  not  parade  in  j)olitical  times,  because  my 
membership  means  too  much  thus  to  be  made  cheap  before  my  fellowman — T 
repeat  the  words  which  I  uttered  before  that  it  is  important  to  your  organiza- 
*»ion  to  settle  your  differences  and  troubles  in  a  fair,  manly  spirit  of  give  and 
tJ^ke,  asking  no  quarter,  and  then  when  the  result  has  been  «letermined,  it  is 
your  duty  to  the  organization  and  to  American  citizenship  to  weld  yourselves 
together  into  one  strong,  compact  organization,  going  out  to  render  the  service 
which  you  owe  to  your  fellow  man. 

We,  of  the  business  element  of  this  community  are  watrhing  the  result  of 
this  convention.     Our  nation  has  for  the  past  twenty-four  months  been  some: 
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what  standing  in  its  tr:xcks.  Jndustrial  (Icvflopinciit  luis  W-vu  lialteil  throu^luMit 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  and  now  at  tho  ojH»ning  of  this  year  of 
1912,  when  the  dai^-n  of  promise  is  before  our  eyes,  we  are  asking  all  parties 
at  interest  in  the  great  question  which  will  confront  you  in  the  next  few  weeks 
to  consider  the  common  good  of  the  common  people,  and  in  making  that  appeal, 
we  do  not  address  it  to  the  miners  alone^  but  wo  al«*o  s|>eak  it  to  the  operators, 
who  themselves  owe  a  duty  to  their  fellow  man. 

Now,  my  friends,  you  are  not  hero  to  listen  to  extende<l  addrosst»s.  Busi- 
ness of  magnitude  confronts  you.  and  I  know  that  you  will  be  content  when  I 
say  to  you  that  all  the  commercial  orgar.izations  of  the  city  and  the  fellow- 
nieml)er8  of  your  labor  organizations  of  the  city  extend  to  you  a  hearty  Hoosier 
welcome  back  to  the  good  old  Hoosier  town. 

Chairman  Lowry — We  will  now  listen  to  the  representative  of  the  organi- 
zation which  I  represent  indirectly,  the  organization  that  fights  the  Iwttles  of 
lal)or  in  this  city  day  in  and  day  out,  week  in  and  week  out,  month  in  and 
month  out.  That  organization  is  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Indianapolis. 
The  ottirer  I  introduce  to  you  is  Honorable  James  L.  Kinney,  President  of  that 
liody. 

Mr.  Kiiiuey — Fellow  coal  miners  anti  delegates:  We  can  all  l»e  **cold'^ 
miners  today.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me,  as  a  representative  of  orgjinizctl 
labor  of  this  city,  to  welcome  you  gentlemen  with  paid-up  cards  in  your  ptx'ket. 
Tliat  is  always  a  standing  weK-ome.  I  lay  great  stress  upon  the  words,  **}>aid- 
np.  ^'  The  man  that  carries  a  book  in  his  pocket  which  is  just  within  the  limit 
is  unt  nui' li  to  any  organization,  either  morally  or  financially.  1  will  have  to 
assnnw*  a  little  bit  today,  in  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion, who  is  unable  to  get  here,  in  welcoming  yon  in  behalf  of  the  state  and  the 
«*ity  of  lridiana|)olis.  The  organized  bodies  in  this  rity  extend  to  you  a  hearty 
wfh'onie,  and  we  hope  that  your  stay  in  this  city  will  be  as  pleasant  as  we  can 
possibly  make  it  for  you.  The  entertainment  we  have  ]>rovided  for  you  through 
the  contributions  of  the  Commercial  (  lub  and  the  citizens  of  Indianapolis,  we 
\ut\u-  you  will  afjpreciate,  and  when  you  have  deliberated  and  finally  wind  up  to 
deeide  on  yo;ir  next  convention  city,  remember  that  we  are  here  to  welcome  you. 
if  you  choof-e  to  come  back  again,  which  I  hope  you  will.     I  thank  you. 

Chairman  Lowry — The  closing  of  this  prograni,  before  the  presentation  of 
the  gavel  to  your  honorable  President,  will  be  a  prayer  by  the  Reverend  O.  S. 
Ifenninger: 

Rev.  Ifenninger — We  thank  Thee,  our  Father,  for  this  great  gathering  of 
men.     We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  art  willing  to  l>e  with  us  this  day  and  every 
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otber  day  that  tlieHe  men  meet  to  guide  them  and  to  direct  them  in  their  delib- 
erations. We  thank  Thee  tliat  we  have  known  this  organization  very  intimately 
for  the  iKiJ't  five  years  of  our  lives.  We  thank  Thoe  that  we  have  had  the  privil- 
ege of  ministering  unto  them,  that  we  have  buried  their  dead  and  married  their 
living.  We  have  seen  the  miner,  our  Father,  as  he  has  been  brought  up  out 
of  the  i)it,  cold  and  silent  in  death,  and  we  have  said  the  last  sad  rites  over 
his  body,  and  we  thank  Thee  that  we  have  seen  those  men  die,  and  they  die 
well.  We  thank  Thee  that  we  have  met  so  many  of  them  that  have  an  abiding 
faith  and  confidence  in  .Fohus  Christ,  and  we  pray  Thee,  Lord,  that  while  they 
are  with  us  in  this  city,  that  their  lives  may  be  protected  from  sin  and  from 
evil  and  fiom  all  harm.  Be  Thou  with  the  dear  ones  at  home — the  wife  that 
prays  for  her  husband  and  the  children  there.  Be  Thou  with  them  all,  and  may 
we  understand  this  day,  whether  we  be  Catholic  or  Protestant  or  Jew,  no  matter 
what  we  may  be.  our  Father,  help  us  to  realize  that  wc  do  believe  in  the  great 
fatherhood  of  God  ajul  the  great  brotherhood  of  man.  B<'  Thou  with  us.  Bless 
the  President  of  tbos  organization.  Direct  his  heart  and  min<l  to  lead  us  in 
the  plain  path,  and  we  will  give  Thee  all  the  glory.     Amen. 

(*hairman  Low7fy — We  have  here  a  letter  just  handed  in  from  a  gentleman 
representing  an  org,7iuization,  and  I  feelin  justice  to  him  it  should  be  read.  It 
will  take  but  a  fe*^  minutes. 

Jan.  11,  1912. 
I'uited  Mino  Workers  of  America,  1101  State  Life  BIdg.,  City. 

Gentlemen — .'Some  time  ago  in  answer  to  a  very  kind  and  courteous  request 
from  your  organ  iisation  I  accepted  you  invitation  to  address  you  at  the  begin- 
ning of  your  antaual  session  in  this  city  on  the  16th.  I  now  find  that  I  have  a 
«»ase  in  the  Fedf  iral  Court  beginning  on  that  day  and  it  will,  therefor,  be  impos- 
fdble  for  me  to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  It  is,  therefor,  with  deep  and  sin- 
cere regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  cancel  said  engagement,  in  doing  so  I  desire 
to  express  to  .you  my  appreciation  of  the  distinction  conferred  on  me  by  your 
request.  I  co  risider  your  organization  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  beneficient 
organizations^  in  this  country,  made  up,  it  is  true,  of  toilers  in  a  work  that  may 
soil  the  skiri,  yet  in  no  wise  contaminates  the  heart.  Your  work  leads  you  not 
only  to  the  'bosom  of  the  earth,  but  into  it.  Tt  is  honest,  honorable  labor.  You 
give  full  V  ralue  for  every  dollar  received.  Y''our  success  does  not  depend  on  any 
one*8  mir /fortune,  your  gain  instead  of  being  dependent  upon  another's  loss 
in  a  lar*  ge  measure  is  dependent  upon  another 's  gfdn.  You  are  entitled  to  as 
great  c  onsideration  and  respect  as  any  other  organization  of  men  and  you 
siionld    fKM»eivo  from  this  city  as  hearty  a  welcome;   and  T  woiild  be  pleased  if 
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permitted  to  publicly  tender  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  great  organization  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  president,  our  welcome  and  our  appreciation  of  your 
work  and  your  desires.  I  certainly  wish  that  you  may  have  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  meeting  and  if  there  is  any  thing  at  any  time  that  our  club  can  do 
to  aid  you  please  call  on  us.     Again  thanking  you  for  your  favor,  I  am, 

Yours  very  truly, 

CASSIUS  C.  HADLEY. 

Chaii-man  Lowr>' — At  this  time,  brothers,  it  becomes  my  pleasure  to  pre- 
sent this  gavel  to  your  presiding  officer,  and  it  is  a  momentous  occasion,  this 
Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 
What  shall  the  next  few  weeks  bring  forth?  Every  member  of  organized  labor 
from  coast  to  coast  and  from  gulf  to  lakes  is  interested  as  deeply  as  you  are 
in  the  proceedings  of  your  convention.  The  future  welfare  of  every  man  and 
woman  that  carries  a  card  depends  largely  upon  the  consideration  and  delibera- 
tions of  your  body. 

We  welcome  you  to  this  our  city  agaiu,  not  only  as  brothers,  but  as  follow 
citizens.  You  have  been  here  so  long  that  we  believe  you  are  citizens  of  Indian- 
apolis. Now,  just  a  word  in  regard  to  the  proposition  that  I  mentioned  in  the 
beginning.  We  greet  you  as  brothers  during  your  short  stay  in  this  city.  We 
hope  to  be  able  to  prove  to  you  that  the  word  brother  with  us  means  exactly 
what  we  say  when  we  mention  the  word.  Our  committee,  members  of  organized 
labor  in  this  city,  stand  ready  at  any  time  to  render  you  any  services,  any 
courtesy,  or  any  time  that  we  may  place  at  your  disposal,  in  order  that  the  few 
hours  of  liberty  you  may  have  will  be  profitably  and  enjoyably  spent. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention:  I  hope  that  there  shall  not  be 
any  member  of  your  organization  who  will  take  cognizance  of  the  fact  that 
**23"  is  the  typical  word  '^skidoo''  and  that  you  will  not  return,  for  we  want 
you  back,  and  we  hope  to  have  you  back.  In  the  presentation  of  this  gavel  to 
your  honored  President,  may  its  raps  bring  forth  a  unanimity  of  feeling,  a  con- 
sciousness of  the  great  problems  before  you,  and  the  great  responaibility  to  the 
boys  back  home  in  the  mines.  Don't  think  for  a  minute  that  we  come  here  to 
offer  you  words  of  praise,  you  delegates,  and  go  away  and  forget  you.  The 
heart  of  every  member  of  organized  labor  beats  with  the  heart  of  every  brother 
you  represent  here.  Your  cause  is  our  cause,  and  our  cause  is  yours.  It  cannot 
be  expressed  too  deeply.  It  cannot  be  repeated  too  often.  A  great  many  people 
«:iy  that  our  organizations  arc  for  greedy  purposes,  for  selt'-aggrandizement,  for 
our  own  personal  desires,  but  there  never  was  a  movement  in  the  world  that  was 
as  charitable,  as  considerate,  as  largely  u^ed  for  the  interests  of  others  as  or- 
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ganized  labor.  We  pay  our  mouey  and  vou  pay  your  money  in  dues,  and  we 
go  out  and  struggle  for  the  enactment  of  laws,  not  for  the  benefit  of  men  and 
women  with  cards,  but  for  every  human  being  that  labors.  There  can  be  noth- 
ing but  unselfishness  in  that.  We  are  expecting  to  gain  our  rewards  through 
the  victories  of  org^anized  labor,  and  we  are  willing  at  the  same  time  that  every 
one  who  works  and  toils  shall  come  within  the  benefit  of  our  effort.  Is  that 
selfishness?  Is  there  an  oi'ganization  or  movement  in  the  world  that  stands 
more  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  human  race  than  the  organizations  of  labor? 
And  your  organization  stands  at  the  head,  as  one  that  has  fought  long  and  well 
and  faithfully,  and  yours  is  the  reward  today  by  reason  of  that  fight,  that  you 
stand  in  the  eyes  of  the  citizens  of  these  United  States  as  the  most  important 
organization  of  labor  there  is  in  existence. 

I  shall  not  detain  you  further.  I  wish  to  say  ngnin  in  Ijehalf  of  the  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor  in  this  city  that  we  feel  with  you,  and  your  hopes,  de- 
sires and  ambitions  are  ours.  We  hope  that  there  may  be  eliminated  every  pos- 
sible means  that  may  cause  any  strife.  We  have  been  through  strife.  You 
have  been  through  strife.  Strife"  is  necessary  at  times,  but  when  it  comes,  if  it 
comes,  let  us  remember,  brother,  that  not  the  United  Mine  Workers  alone,  but 
every  member  th.it  carries  a  card  is  with  you  body  and  soul  for  your  success. 

Now,  in  behalf  of  this  committee  of  the  Central  Labor  Union  who  has  ar- 
ranged the  program  for  your  entertainment  during  your  stay  in  this  city,  1 
take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  your  honorable  President,  Brother  White, 
this  gavel  with  typical  colors,  red,  white  and  blue,  attached.  May  they  be  typi- 
cal in  our  hearts,  and  may  the  authority  of  your  organization  be  held  inviolate 
in  the  heart  of  every  man,  for  there  can  be  no  success  in  your  organization 
nor  any  other  in  existence  unless  every  man  shall  put  aside  differences  in  order 
tliat  we  may  fight  unitedly  and  with  a  united  front  for  the  benefit  of  the  move- 
ment that  we  represent.    I  thank  you. 

President  White,  after  accepting  the  gavel  from  the  temporary  chair- 
man, said:  In  accepting  the  symbol  of  authority  from  our  brothers  repre- 
senting the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Indianapolis  I  renlize  that  which  is 
required  of  me  in  presiding  over  this  convention,  and  also  that  I  am  expected 
to  exalt  and  dignify  free  speech  and  keep  the  decorum  of  this  convention 
at  Buch  a  stage  tliat  it  will  refiect  great  credit  upon  us  and  upon  those 
we  have  the  honor  to  represent.  I  want  to  say  that  we  feel  very  kindly  on 
this  occasion  toward  those  members  of  the  Entertainment  Committee  for  the 
excellent  entertainment  they  have  arranged  for  our  benefit  this  morning. 
I  want  especially  to  thank  the  representatives  of  the  Central  Ijabor  Union 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1- 

for  the  manifestations  of  good  will  and  words  of  eiicoiinifjenioiit  extended  to 
us  on  this  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  our  Twenty-third  Annual  Conven- 
tion. 

I  know  I  voice  the  sentiment^  not  only  of  those  gathered  here  to  trans- 
act the  important  business  that  may  be  presented  to  them,  but  I  know  I 
voice  the  overwhelming  sentiment  of  the  great  constituency  that  compose 
their  rank  when  I  say  that  we  are  not  unminOful  of  the  many  splendid 
evidences  of  esteem  that  have  always  been  presented  to  us  on  the  occasion 
of  the  opening  of  our  conventions  in  Indianapolis.  We  foel  deeply 
indebted  to  the  representatives  of  the  church.  1  know  there  is  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  a  vast  majority  of  our  great  membership  a  profound 
reverence  for  the  divine  teachings  and  inspirations  of  our  Master,  and  in  no 
place  will  the  representatives  of  the  church  find  a  more  cordial  support  than 
they  will  in  the  mining  communities  of  our  country. 

To  the  representatives  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  I  wish  to  extend  our 
deep  and  sincere  appreciation  for  the  cordial  hospitality  tendered  to  us. 
We  have  always  been  welcomed  to  Indianapolis  in  a  manner  that  inspired 
our  love  and  respect  for  this  the  capital  of  Indiana,  and  I  know  we  have 
always  tried  to  appreciate  these  cordial  greetings. 

I  want  to  thank  the  leader  of  the  band  and  his  splendid  artists  for  the 
entertainment  they  have  given  us  this  morning.  Allow  me  to  again  express 
my  personal  appreciation  as  well  as  our  official  recognition  of  the  cordial 
greetings  you  have  extended  to  us.  I  want  to  thank  you  cordially,  Mr. 
Lowry,  for  this  splendid  emblem  of  authority.  I  know  that  much  is  required 
of  me  in  presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body;  but  I  hope  that  when 
we  have  concluded  our  sessions  here  we  will  go  away  enjoying  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  those  who  so  cordially  greeted  us  this  morning. 

Secretar}'  Perry  read  the  official  call  for  the  convention,  as  follows: 

CALL    FOK    THK   TWKNTY-THIRD   ANNUAL   CONVENTION    OF    THE 
UNITED  MINE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA. 

Office  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  November  25,  1911. 
To  the  Local  I^nions  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America — (ireeting: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  commencing 
at  10:00  a.  ni.,  Tuesday,  January  U>,  1S12,  in  Tomlinson  Hall. 

A   cnrrt'ul  exaniinati<»n   of  the   following  extracts   from   Article   V   of  the 
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constitution  will  show  the  basis  of  roprcsontation  and  the  manner  of  election 
of  delegates. 

Section  2.  Representatives  to  the  International  convention  shall  be  elected 
directly  from  local  unions  and  shall  have  one  vote  for  one  hundred  members  or 
less,  and  an  additional  vote  for  each  one  hundred  members  or  majority  fraction 
thereof,  but  no  representative  shall  have,  or  be  credited  by  the  Credential  Com- 
mittee with  more*than  five  votes,  nor  shall  said  Credential  Committee  transfer 
votes  to  any  delegate  not  duly  autKorized  by  the  local  union,  and  no  person 
shall  be  eligible  as  reprosontative  who  is  not  a  miner  or  mine  worker  or  em- 
ployed b\  the  organization,  and  is  a  bona  fide  member  of  a  local  union  in  the 
district  which  ho  is  said  to  represent,  and  no  elective  or  appointive  officer  shall 
be  a  delegate  from  any  local  union  other  than  his  own  local  union. 

Note. — The  term  *  *  Miner  or  Mine  Worker ' '  includes  any  one  working  in  or 
around  the  mines  and  a  member  of  a  local  union. 

Sec.  3.  No  local  union  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  in  the  Interna- 
tional convention  that  is  in  arrears  for  dues  or  assessments  for  two  months  pre- 
ceding the  one  in  which  the  International  convention  is  held  and  which  has  not 
in  every  particular  complied  with  the  constitution  of  the  district  in  which  said 
local  union  may  be  located,  or  which  has  less  than  ten  members,  and  any  mine 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  having  been  once  organized 
for  a  period  of  three  months  and  allowing  itself  to  become  lapsed,  defunct,  or 
refusing  to  pay  dues  or  assessment  to  the  organization,  shall  pay  a  sum  equal 
to  three  months'  dues  and  assessments  on  all  members  to  the  International  and 
district  unions,  before  it  can  be  reinstated  or  reorganized,  and  must  be  in  good 
standing  for  four  months  previous  to  the  month  in  which  the  International  con- 
vention is  held  before  said  local  union  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  in  the 
annual  or  special  conventions. 

Sec.  4.  If  it  shall  appear,  upon  investigation,  that  any  local  union  has 
lapsed  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  tax  or  assessments,  the  International 
Exe<*utive  Board  shall  insist  upon  the  payment  of  all  back  taxes  and  assessments. 

Sec.  ^.  All  newly  organized  locals  mivt  bo  organized  at  least  three 
months  and  have  two  months'  dues  paid  prior  to  the  month  in  which  the  Inter- 
imtional  convention  is  held  before  they  will  be  entitled  to  representation,  unless 
said  new  locals  are  composed  of  members  from  old  locals  in  good  standing  at 
time  of  organization;  the  fact  that  a  new  local  is  composed  of  members  of  an 
old  local  must  be  attested  by  the  district  secretary. 

Sec.   6.     Representation  shall  be  based  upon  the  average  membership  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 

the  local  union  for  the  Inst  three  mouths  upon  which  payment  has  been  made, 
previous  to  the  month  in  wliich  the  International  convention  is  held. 

Delegates  to  the  International  convention  shall  be  elected  at  anj  regular 
meetings  after  the  call  for  the  convention  has  been  received,  and  a  notice  shall 
be  posted  at  the  mine  at  least  three  days  prior  to  such  meeting,  stating  that 
delegates  are  to  be  elected.  Delegates  to  the  International  convention  shall  re- 
ceive a  majority  vote  of  the  members  present  at  meeting  when  such  delegates 
are  elected. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  of  the  United  Miiie  Workers  of  America  accepting 
a  position  other  than  of  a  miner  or  mine  worker  shall  not  be  eligible  to  act  as 
representative  t^  any  sub-district,  district  or  International  convention,  or  repre- 
sent the  United  Mine  Workers  in  a  central  body  or  State  Federation  of  Labor 
convention,  while  holding  such  position;  but  accepting  a  position  with  the 
United  Mine  Workers  or  any  other  affiliated  organization  shall  not  be  construed 
as  making  a  member  ineligible  to  act  as  representative. 

Sec.  8.  The  books  of  the  SecretaryrTreasurer  shall  be  closed  for  the  year 
on  November  30  and  no  credentials  shall  be  received  after  January  1,  nor  shall 
Buy  delegate  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  International  convention  unless  their 
local  imion  was  in  good  standing  on  December  1,  preceding  the  date  upon 
which  the  annual  convention  is  held. 

Sec.  9.  Delegates  to  the  International  convention  shall  be  paid  railroad 
fare  to  and  from  the  convention  on  the  following  basis:  Delegates  shall  repre- 
sent five  locals  if  said  locals  contain  not  more  than  500  members.  When  there 
ure  500  members  in  one  local  or  a  less  number  than  five  locals,  such  local  or 
locals  shall  be  entitled  to  send  a  delegate,  and  any  local  union  situated  one 
or  more  miles  from  any  other  local  union  shall  be  entitled  to  send  a  representa- 
tive and  should  there  be  more  than  five  votes  in  any  one  local  or  group  of  locals, 
they  also  shall  be  entitled  to  a  representntive  for  the  additional  members  as  pro- 
vided for  in  this  constitution.  The  Executive  Hoard  shall  have  power  to  levy 
on  the  members  to  cnrrj-  out  the  above  provisions,  provided  said  levy  is 
necessary. 

Sec.  10.  Where  railroad  certificates  cannot  be  obtained  by  delegates  at- 
tending  the  International  convention  they  shall  furnish  receipts  for  the  fare 
paid. 

Delegates  to  the  convention  should  be  elected  sufficiently  early  to  enable 
the  secretary  of  the  local  union  to  forward  the  duplicate  credentials  in  time 
to  reach  the  International  Seeretary's  office  not  later  than  January  1,  1912. 
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Local  unions  will  obHerve  tbe  following  new  laws  enacted  by  the  last  con- 
vention : 

Section  2,  Article  JI :  The  President  shall  appoint  the  Grievance,  Besolution 
and  Constitution  Coiiiniittees  from  the  names  of  duly  credentialed  delegates  pre- 
vious to  the  time  set  for  the  ccfnvention.  Said  committees  to  meet  three  days 
prior  to  the  convening  of  the  convention. 

Section  4,  Article  XI.  The  International  Credential  Committee  shall  have 
their  report  of  the  delegates  entitled  to  seats  completed  and  printed  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  provide  each  delegate  to  the  convention  with  a  copy  of  their  report 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  <iay  the  International  convention  convenes,  and  in 
like  manner  the  reports  of  the  International  President,  Vice-President  and  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer and  Auditors  shall  be  prepared  and  printed  and  distributed 
the  firnt  day  that  the  convention  convenes. 

Notice  of  contest  of  the  seat  of  any  delegate  shall  be  sent  to  the  Interna- 
tional Office  not  later  than  ten  days  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  convention, 
and  such  names  withheld  from  the  Credential  Committee's  report  until  such 
time  as  said  contest  is  finally  decided;  providing  that  any  delegate  whose  seat 
is  contested  on  constitutional  ground^  may  be  unseated  at  any  time  during  the 
convention.  Any  committee  selected  shall  be  selected  from  the  names  of  un- 
contested delegates.  All  resolutions,  grievauces  and  constitutional  amendments 
to  be  sent  to  the  International  Office  at  least  ten  days  prior  to  the  convening  of 
the  convention. 

JOHN  P.  WHITE,  President. 
(Seal)  EDWIN  PERRY,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  call  be  accepted  as  read.  - 

President  White  appointed  the  following  Committee  on  Rules  and  Order 
of  Business:  Robert  Osborne,  District  No.  12;  Clement  Stubbs,  District  No. 
18;  George  Manuel,  District  No.  25;  Benjamin  F.  Morris,  District  No.  17; 
Robert  Harlin.  District  No.  10. 

President  W^hite — ^In  all  probability  we  can  obviate  the  necessity  of  read- 
ing the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  which  usually  occupies  con- 
siderable time  in  a  convention.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
has  been  printed  and  will  be  distributed  to  the  delegates.  However,  whether 
it  shall  be  read  or  not  is  a  matter  for  the  convention  to  decide.  What  is  your 
pleasure  f    Do  you  desire  that  this  report  be  read,  as  in  former  years  t 

Delegate  Lewis.  District  No.  13 — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  be  distributed,  and  that  the  reading  of  the  names  of  delegates 
be  dispensed  with.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Delegate  Helmer,  District  Mo.  12 — 1  move  you  that  this  eonveution  now 
extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Newsboys'  Band  of  the  Indianapolis  News,  and 
to  the  management  of  the  band,  and  that  this  motion  l)e  made  a  part  of  the 
records  of  the  convention.     (Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

Auditor  Neutzling,  for  the  Committee  on  Credentials  made  the  following 
announcement : 

Your  Committee  desires  to  say  for  your  information,  in  connection 
with  our  report,  that  the  name  of  the  delegate  from  Local  349, 
District  1,  was  placed  on  the  report  by  mistake,  and  his  seating  is  not 
recommended  by  the  Committee.  A  protest  was  received  from  the  officers 
of  District  5  against  a  number  of  delegates.  This  was  received  after  our 
report  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printers.  We  received  a  protest 
from  Local  Union  797,  District  5,  also  too  late  to  be  printed  in  our  report. 

Auditor  Mossop,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  C'redentiala — You  will 
realize  that  this  is  a  new  departure.  In  the  past  we  were  able  to  take  off 
the  list  anyone  whose  seating  was  protested  before  the  report  was  read. 
In  these  cases  we  received  the  protests  after  our  report  bad  gone  to  the 
2^rinters.  For  that  reason  we  could  not  take  them  off  the  list.  It  will  now 
be  the  property  of  this  convention,  and  if  the  persons  making  the  protest 
desire  to  carry  them  out  they  will  have  to  bring  them  before  this  convention 
and  the  delegates  will  take  whatever  action  they  think  proper.  It  is  the 
property  of  the  convention  now%  not  the  property  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  McGuirk — I  suggest  that  the  Committee  on  Credentials  go  into 
session,  consider  these  protests  and  report  to  the  convention. 

Secretary  Perry — We  want  this  literature  distributed  very  carefully.  Last 
year  a  great  deal  of  the  printed  matter  was  wasted.  I  want  all  of  the  delegates 
supplied,  but  none  of  the  literature  wasted. 

Delegate  Bittner,  District  No.  5 — I  move  you  that  all  contests  for  seats  of 
delegates  to  this  convention  be  tried  before  the  committee  in  the  regular  man- 
ner.    (S'»conded  tind  carried.) 

Printed  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  were  distrib- 
uted to  the  delegates. 

President  White — It  will  be  proper  now  to  adopt  the  report,  with  the  excep- 
tions named  by  the  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  partial  report  of  the  Committee  be  accepted 
and  the  delegates  named  therein  seated,  with  the  exception  of  those  against 
whose  seating  protests  had  been  made.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

In  ri'sponse  to  inquiries  from  several  delegates  :is  to  the  manner  in  which 
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corrections  could  be  made  in  the  credentials  list,  Auditor  Mossop  stated  that 
the  committee  would  be  in  session  in  Boom  1115,  State  Life  Building,  and  all 
delegates  having  corrections  they  wished  made  in  the  list  could  appear  before 
the  committee. 

President  White  appointed  to  act  as  messengers  Delegate  Richard  Havens, 
District  No.  13,  and  Delegate  Marion  Cubbage,  District  No.  12. 

Before  the  convention  had  been  called  to  order  a  representative  of  a  paper 
ontside  of  the  city,  who  stated  he  was  representing  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist, 
made  a  statement  from  the  gallery  advising  the  delegates  not  to  subscribe  for 
the  Indianapolis  News,  and  designating  it  **a  scab  paper. ^' 

Before  the  close  of  the  session  Secretary  Perrj'  made  the  following  state-* 
ment:  I  feel  under  obligations  to  correct  a  serious  mistake  that  was  made 
here  this  morning.  Rather  than  have  the  delegates  go  away  laboring  under 
an  incorrect  impression  I  desire  to  state  that  the  Indianapolis  News,  the 
Indianapolis  Star  and  the  Indiana])olis  Sun  are  strictly  union  papers.  Some 
six^years  ago  James  M.  Lynch,  President  of  the  International  Typographical 
17nion  appeared  upon  tliis  platform  and  told  the  delegates  that  a  paper  organ- 
ized under  the  rules  of  the  International  Typographical  Union  was  not  com- 
pelled to  carry  the  label,  and  that  the  Indianapolis  News  was  regarded  in 
their  organization  just  as  good  as  any  paper  that  carried  the  label. 

At  11:45  a.  m.,  upon  motion  of  Delegate  Helmer,  District  12,  the  con- 
vention was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


FIRST  DAY-AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  January  16th, 
President  White  in  the  chaif. 

Dnring  the  session  the  following  telegram  was  read  by  President  White: 

*' Denver,  Colorado,  Jan.  16,  1912. 
•*  John  P.  White,  President  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

"The  E*xecutive  Board  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  in  session 
extends  fraternal  greetings  of  our  Federation  to  the  oflScers  and  delegates 
on  attendance  in  your  convention.  We  view  with  pleasure  the  close  rela 
tion  existing  between  our  respective  organizations,  realizing  that  as  miners 
our  interests  are  identical  and  that  an  injury  to  one  should  be  the  concern 
of  aU.  CHARLES  H.  MOYER.'' 

President    White   also    rend    the    foll()wiii«r   telegram: 
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**  Columbus,  Ohio,  Jan.  16,  1912. 
''Hon.  William  Green,  Indianapolis,  Indiana:    . 

*'The  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  has  decided  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Law,  of  which  you  are  the  author,  constitutional. 

D.  H.  SULLIVAN." 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Delegate  Manuel,  District  25,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  reported  as 
follows: 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

We,  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Order  of  Business,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  for  your  consideration: 

First.  The  conveution  shall  be  called  to  order  at  9  a.  m.  and  adjourn 
at  12  m.;  reconvene  at  l:3u  p.  m.  and  adjourn  at  5  p.  m. 

Second.  No  member  of  the  convention  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  the  same  question  until  all  who  desire  to  speak  shall  have  been  he&rd. 
Speeches  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes,  and  no  one  shall  be  allowed  the 
floor  more  than  twice  except  by  consent  of  the  majority. 

Third.  The  roll  of  delegates  shall  not  be  called  on  any  question  except 
at  the  request  of  one  hundred  or  more  delegates. 

Fourth.  Any  member  of  the  convention  appearing  on  the  floor  in  sucli 
a  manner  as  to  annoy  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  shall  be  repri- 
manded by  the  chair  for  the  first  offense,  and  for  the  second  shall  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  convention  and  his  conduct  reported  to  his  constituents, 
by  the  International  Secretary. 

Fifth.  This  convention  shall  be  governed  by  Cushing's  Manual  with 
the  exception  that  when  a  motion  is  made  to  table  questions  with  amend- 
ments appended  the  motion  to  table  shall  first  apply  to  the  amendment  or 
amondmeiils,  and  shall  require  a  motion  to  table  the  original. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials. 

2.  Report  of  Officers. 

3.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

4.  Report  of  Tellers. 

0.     Report  of  Auditing  Committee. 

6.     Report  of  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 
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7.     Keport  of  Kesolutions  Committee. 

S.     Keport  o£  Committee  on  Constitutions. 

9.     Report  of  Transportation  Committee. 

10.  Report  of  Delegates  to  American   Federation   of  Labor  and  Western 

Federation  of  Miners. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances. 

12.  Report  of  Scale  Committee. 
I.-J.     Miscellaneous  Business. 

KeapectfuUy  submitted, 

ROBERT   OSBOKNE, 
CLEMENT   STUBBS, 
GEO.   MANUEL, 
BENJAMIN    F.    MORRIS, 
ROBERT    HARLIN, 

Committee. 
A   motion  was  made   and   seconded   that    the   report   of  the   committee 
be  adopted  as  read. 

Delegate  Gihlea,  District  22 — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words 
*' taking  up  seriatim. '^     (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  as  read  was  carried. 
President  White  stated  that   the  next  order  of  business  would  be  the 
reports  of  officers. 

Vice-President  Hayes  ]»r(*sided  during  tlio  reading  of  the  President's 
report. 

President  White — I  wish  to  preface  my  written  report  with  a  few  oral 
remarks.  The  report  I  nm  abont  to  submit  for  your  consideration  is  of  con- 
siderable length.  My  report  does  not  deal  with  the  finances  of  the  organi- 
zation, but  I  wish  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  Secretary's  report.  Also 
supplementing  the  President's  report  will  be  the  report  from  our  statis- 
tic: ian,  which  will  be  distributed  to  the  delegates  during  the  sessions  of  this 
<*cnvention.  I  realize  that  we  have  a  very  grave  responsibility  devolving 
upon  us.  I  trust  we  will  all  feel  impressed  with  that  responsibility  and 
•^^ndeavor  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  this  organization  in  a  way  that  will 
ledonnd  to  the  benefit  of  the  men  we  represent. 
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HKPOKT  OF   PKK8IDENT   WHITE. 

To  the  Officers  and  Hepresentatives  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention, 

United  Mine  Workers  of  America — Greeting: 

At  the  close  of  an  eventful  year  we  again  assemble  in  convention  to 
review  the  work,  chronicle  the  progress  of  our  movement  and  enact  such 
legislation  as  will  safeguard  our  organization  and  protect  the  welfare  of  .its 
members. 

Probably  no  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  recent  years 
assumed  a  greater  obligation  than  will  this  one  if  it  fully  discharges  its 
duties  to  those  who  compose  our  great  membership.  Grave  responsibilities 
devolve  upon  each  and  every  one  of  us,  and  the  condition  confronting  our 
organization  is  such  that  it  will  require  our  united  effort  and  sincere  co> 
operation  if  we  secure  the  best  results  for  those  we  have  the  honor  to 
represent.  « 

The  year  just  closing  has  been  the  most  remarkable,  in  my  opinion,  that 
the  organization  has  experienced.  On  the  1st  day  of  April,  when  I  was  given 
charge  of  the  presidency,  there  were  many  important  matters  that  demanded 
the  close  attention  and  serious  consideration  of  the  officers. 

Strikes,  internal  dissension  and  dual  organizations  existed  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  Augmenting  this  grave  and  serious  condition  of 
affairs  was  the  demoralization  of  the  coal  trade  industry,  causing  thousands 
of  our  members  to  be  practically  in  enforced  idleness.  The  treasury  of  the 
organization  was  depleted,  the  membership  dissatisfied  with  the  assessment 
that  had  been  in  effect  from  June,  1910,  and  you  can  readily  discern  that 
with  these  unfavorable  conditions  so  manifest  everywhere,  perhaps  no  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Mine  Workers  ever  faced  a  greater  responsibility. 

1  regard  this  period  in  the  history  of  our  organization  as  its  darkest 
chapter  and  hope  never  again  in  the  future  will  there  be  such  chaos  result- 
ing from  internal  dissension  slnd  disappointed  ambitions  as  we  have  experi- 
enced during  the  present  year. 

Well  organized  conspiracies  within  our  own  ranks  to  destroy  the  organ- 
ization existed  in  Districts  2,  5  and  10,  and  simultaneously  with  my  advent 
into  office  manifested  their  power  and  sought  to  carry  out  a  program  of 
destruction  and  demoralization  of  the  best  interests  of  our  movement  by 
appealing  to  the  membership,  advising  secession  and  contributing  their  best 
effort  to  render  ineffective,  so  far  as  tliey  were  able,  the  work  of  our  admin- 
istration.    Emissaries  representing  these  dual  movements  mingled  with  our 
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members  and  advised  the  course  mentioned  above.  There  never  was  such 
a  flagrant  attempt  to  destroy  an  organization,  and  one  can  scarcely  conceive 
of  such  treacherous  conduct  on  the  part  of  men  who  style  themselves  United 
Mine  Workers. 

Influence  and  energy 'were  gathered  from  all  sources  to  make  this  dual 
movement  a  success,  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  ought  to  analyze  in  their 
own  minds  and  weigh  well  those  circumstances.  It  became  a  matter  of 
curious  concern  among  many  to  understand  from  what  source  these  numer- 
ous individuals  who  h:\ve  been  operating  in  the  various  districts  received 
their  income,  for  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  who  yrere  competent  to  judge 
that  they  had  no  means  of  support  aside  from  their  labor. 

The  columns  of  several  publications  were  devoted  to  aiding  this  move- 
ment, and  were  sent  without  cost  to  every  mining  district  in  the  United 
States,  a  further  evidence  of  the  fact  that  there  wtyp  a  well  organized  plan 
and  conspiracy,  ably  financed  from  some  source,  to  destroy  this  splendid 
organization. 

One  can  scarcely  describe  iu  detail  the  effect  this  had  for  a  time  upon 
the  organization  and  its  membership.  All  thought  of  the  welfare  of  the 
members  was  lost  sight  of  and  the  desire  to  succeed  in  ruining  our  move- 
ment outweighed  every  other  consideration,  and  every  artifice  known  to 
human  cunning  was  employed  to  bring  about  the  condition  sought. 

Our  administration  faced  these  problems  without  complaint  and  pur- 
sued a  policy  that  to  us  seemed  best,  and  we  are  able  to  report  the  dissolu- 
tion of  these  movements  and  the  reuniting  of  the  membership,  and  while 
there  will  always  be  individuals  who  will  criticise  us  for  what  has  been 
accomplished,  our  organization  is  too  large  and  important  to  halt  in  its 
onward  march  to  progress  to  pay  any  attention  to  this  small  coterie  of  men, 
who,  it  seems,  have  gone  office  mad,  and  I  am  confident  that  if  we  will  but 
enact  such  legislation  as  will  safeguard  our  great  membership  and  protect 
our  organization  a  repetition  of  these  unfortunate  circumstances  will  not  be 
experienced. 

STRIKES. 

Bealizing  the  serious  situation  confronting  us,  immediately  upon  taking 
charge  I  convened  the  International  Executive  Board  and  endeavored  to 
oatlino  a  policy  that  would  best  conserve  the  interests  of  the  organization 
and  its  members  through  this  crisis. 
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TUSOAKAWAS  AND  SYMPATHETIC  STRIKE. 

Seemingly  contrary  to  all  precedent  was  the  sympathetic  strike  inaogur- 
ated  by  the  preceding  administration  a  few  days  prior  to  April  1.  This 
affected  several  thousand  men  in  Eastern  Ohio  ^nd  Western  Pennsylvania 
and  was  supposed  to  have  been  ordered  for  the  protection  of  the  men  who 
were  on  strike  in  the  Tuscarawas  Field  of  Ohio.  The  strike  in  the  Tusca- 
rawas Field  had  been  in  effect  from  June,  1910. 

At  the  close  of  the  month  of  March,  1911,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
suspend  certain  mining  operations  in  Eastern  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  it  was  claimed  held  the  controlling  interest  in  certain  mines 
in  the  Tuscarawas  Field.  It  has  always  been  the  proud  boast  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  that  they  placed  a  high  value  upon  their  contract  obligations, 
and,  regardless  of  many  tempting  influences  and  urgent  appeals,  have  refused 
to  repudiate  their  agr^ments  and  kept  inviolate  their  contracts. 

If  this  sympathetic  strike  was  so  essential  to  the  success  of  the  men  in 
the  Tuscarawas  Field,  carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,  similar  strike  orders 
at  divers  times  and  places  of  equal  importance  should  have  been  issued.  If 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  this  strike  be  ordered,  many  of  us  are  curi- 
ous enough  to  inquire: 

Why  was  it  not  inaugurated  earlier  in  the  history  of  the  strike  of  the 
Tuscarawas  miners?  Why  was  it  not  issued  with  promptness  and  dispatch 
when  authority  was  given  f  What  reason  can  be  assigned  for  holding  the 
matter  in  abeyance  until  a  few  days  before  April  1$ 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  mission  of  this  strike  was  bound  to  fail,  and  in 
the  light  of  experience  sure  to  be  fruitless  of  practical  results,  and  the  only 
thing  it  cuuld  accomplish  was  a  further  complication  of  conditions  that  then 
confronted  us  and  a  resulting  financial  obligation  that  our  members  could 
ill  afford  to  bear. 

Bealizing  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  by  authority  of  the  International 
Executive  Board  an  invitation  was  extended  to  the  officers  of  District  No.  6, 
Ohio,  and  the  operators  affected  by  the  sympathetic  strike  to  appear  before 
the  International  Executive  Board,  and  as  a  result  of  this  meeting,  and 
after  ever>  phase  of  the  question  had  been  discussed,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  and  issued  to  the  parties  at  interest,  and  thus  the  sympa- 
thetic strike  was  terminated: 
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''Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  8,  1911. 

"Wliereas,  A  strike  affecting  certain  sections  of  Ohio  and  Weslorn 
Pennsylvania  has  been  declared;  and, 

"Whereas,  It  has  not  been  proven  that  the  mine  owners  affected  by 
this  action  have  violated  the  terms  of  joint  agreements  existing  between 
them  and  the  United  Mine- Workers  and  applying  to  the  jurisdiction  affected 
by  said  strike  order;  and, 

'  *  Whereas,  The  success  of  the  United  Mine  Workers '  organization  de- 
pends upon  a  strict  observance  of  contract  relations  existing  with  the  mine 
owners,  and  it  has  always  been  the  declared  purpose  of  our  organization  to 
respect  such  contract  relations;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  we  rescind  the  former  action  of  the  International 
Executive  Board  which  resulted  in  the  calling  of  the  strike  referred  to,  and 
order  the  men  affected  by  the  ofScial  strike  order  issued  March  13,  1911,  a 
copy  of  which  is  attached  hereto,  to  return  to  work;  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  resident  officers  of  the  International  Union  be 
instructed  to  co-operate  with  the  officers  of  District  No.  6  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  an  equitable  settlement  for  the  Tuscarawas  District.  And 
that  we  pledge  the  financial  support  of  the  International  Union  to  the  men 
on  strike  in  that  district  until  such  settlement  is  negotiated." 

The  strike  in  the  Tuscarawas  Field  proper  remained  in  effect,  as  it 
.should,  until  the  officers  of  District  No.  6  and  the  operators  and  men  affected 
reached  satisfactory  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  differences  that  caused 
this  strike  to  continue  from  June,  1910,  to  June,  1911. 

Since  the  disposition  of  these  strikes  in  Ohio  statements  have  been 
made  concerning  the  settlement,  etc.  I  take  this  occasion  to  state  that  in 
harmony  with  the  circular  issued  April  8,  the  International  Executive  Board 
continued  to  assist  the  men  in  the  Tuscarawas  Field  and  at  no  time  did  wo 
undertake  to  withhold  from  them  the  support  authorized  by  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board,  and  stood  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate  with  the 
ofBeers  and  members  if  our  services  were  required. 

The  following  joint  call  was  issued  to  the  miners  and  operators  of  the 
Toflcarawas  District: 

"Columbus,  Ohio,  May  15,  1911. 
*'To  the  Miners  and  Operators  of  the  Tuscarawas  District: 

"Gentlemen — A  number  of  business  men,  as  well  as  other  public-spir* 
ited  citizens  of  New  Philadelphia  and  Tuscarawas  County,  have  requested 
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that  another  joint  meeting  be  called  and  a  further  effort  made  to  settle  the 
strike  in  the  Tuscarawas  District. 

"The  strike-  has  been  on  for  about  one  year,  and  while  several  joint 
meetings  have  been  held  for  tho  purpose  of  trying  to  bring  about  a  settle- 
ment, without  success,  yet  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  comply  with  the  request 
and  suggestions  made  by  calling  another  joint  meeting  and  try  again  to 
settle  tho  differences  existing  between  us. 

''The  operaiora  are  willing  and  have  joined  with  us  in  issuing  this  call; 
therefore  a  joint  meeting  will  bo  held  in  tho  Auditorium  at  Canton,  Ohio, 
Thursday,  May  18,  beginning  at  10  o  'clock  a.  m. 

"Local  unions  of  the  Tuscarawas  District  will  call  meetings  and  elect 
delegates  to  represent  them  in  this  joint  conference,  in  accordance  with 
past  custom  and  the  rules  governing  the  election  of  delegates  to  conventions. 
*  *  Respectfully  submitted, 
"(Operators)  C.  L.  CASSTNGHAM,  President. 

"C.  A.  LOWRY,  Sec'y  Tuscarawas  Operators'  Ass'n. 
"(Miners)     D.  H.  SULLIVAN,  President. 

"JOHN  MOORE,  Vice-President. 
"G.  W.  SAVAGE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
"JOHN  ZELENKA,  Pres.  Sub-Dist.  No.  5, 

"District  No.  6,  U.  M.  W.  of  A." 
As  a  result  of  this  meeting  the  following  circular  was  issued  to  the  mem- 
bership in  the  Tuscarawas  Field: 

"To    Officers    and    Members  of  Local  Unions  in  the  Tuscarawas-Sherrodsville 
District. — Greeting  : 

*  *  As  you  all  know  there  has  been  a  strike  on  at  the  mines  governed  by  your 
local  uhions  since  June  11,  1910,  on  account  of  failure  to  agree  with  the  opera- 
tors on  a  scale  of  prices  to  be  paid  for  chain  and  punching  machine  mining. 
Many  joint  meetings  of  miners  and  operators  have  been  held  since  the  inaugura- 
tion of  this  strike  to  try  and  agree  on  prices  for  machine  mining  without  any 
success.  At  a  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Canton  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  May, 
1911,  called  at  the  solicitation  of  the  business  men  and  other  citizens  of  Tus- 
carawas county,  a  committee  was  appointed  from  the  operators  and  miners  with 
instructions  that  they  try  and  see  if  they  could  arrive  and  agree  on  a  basis  of 
settlement  of  the  strike.  This  committee  went  into  session  on  Friday  afternoon 
and  commenced  work  and  reconvened  on  Monday,  May  22,  and  the  joint  con- 
vention was  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday,  May  25.  The  committee  worked  dili- 
gently to  try  and  arrive  on  a  basis  of  settlement.  After  discussing  the  different 
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propoditioiis  proposed  by  the  operatorH  and  miners  and  after  consulting  with  the 
delegates  of  the  miners  and  oi)erators  in  joint  convention,  finally  agreed  to  the 
following  scale  for  machine  raining,  subject  to  a  referendum  vote  of  all  miners 
interested. 

*  *  Proposition  to  be  voted  on : 

('HAIN  MA(^HINE  NO.  6  VEIN. 

Wide  cutting  $0,181/4 

Narrow  cutting   22^4 

Wide  loading 56 

Narrow  loading   60 

PUNCH  [NO  MAOHlNEa 

( :utting  wide   $     .25% 

-    Loading  wide 54 

Cutting  narrow   29% 

Loading  narrow 64 

*  *  The  district  and  sub-district  officers  and  delegates  to  the  joint  convention 
earnestly  request  you  to  consider  this  proposition,  as  they  believe  this  is  the  best 
proposition  that  can  be  secured  under  the  circumstances,  which  we  cannot  ex- 
plain to  you  in  a  communication  of  this  kind,  but  the  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion, ui)on  reporting  to  the  local  unions,  will  explain  to  you  the  reason  why  such 
a  proposition  was  agreed  to  by  the  miners  who  attended  this  joint  conference; 
and  in  recommending  that  this  proposition  be  accepted,  we  believe  that  it  is  for 
the  best  interest  of  all  concerned  and  trust  that  it  will  be  received  favorably  by 
you,  as  you  are  aware  there  was  no  disagreement  in  reference  to  the  pick-ma- 
chine mining  scale  and  day  labor  and  dead  work.  The  same  prices  for  this  class 
of  work  as  was  paid  to  you  from  April  1,  1910,  to  June  11,  when  the  strike 
took  place.  We  desire  that  local  secretaries,  on  receiving  this  notice,  will  im- 
mediately call  a  meeting  of  the  local  unions  notifying  them  that  the  vote  on  this 
proposition  will  be  taken  on  Wednesday,  May  31,  sufficient  ballots  and  tally 
sheets  will  be  sent  to  each  union  for  this  purpose.  After  the  ballots  are  cast  and 
counted  the  record  of  the  vote  taken  by  each  local  union  should  be  attested  to  by 
the  tellers  who  counted  the  vote  with  the  seal  of  the  local  union  attached  and 
sent  to  Sub-District  Secretary  Applegarth,  of  Bridgeport,  O.  A  record  of  said 
votes  will  be  made  and  published,  giving  the  exact  number  of  votes  cast  for  or 
against  the  proposition  and  sent  to  the  different  local  unions.     Returns  of  the 
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votes  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Sub-District  Secretary  not  later  than  Sat- 
urday, June  3. 
(Signed) : 

*'D.  H.  SULLIVAN,  President,  Dist.  6. 
*'JOHN  MOORE,  Vice-President. 
"G.  W.  SAVAGE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
'*JOHN  ZELENKA,  President,  Sub-Dist.  5. 
"C.  J.  ALBASIN,  Vice-President. 
'*WM.  APPLEGARTH,  Sec.-Treas.,  Sub-Dist.  5. 
''TONY  AMICONE,  Sub-Dist.  5  B.  M. 
"A.  R.  WATKINS,  Nat.  B.  M. 
"(Seal  Sub-District  5— District  6.) 

''C.  E.  REYMOND, 
''CHAS.  WAGNER, 
"JAS.  C.  CARLISLE, 

**Scale  Committee." 

On  May  27,  the  joint  conference  of  operators  and  miners  ratified  the  terms 

agreed  upon,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  men  affected,  and  the  result  of  the 

referendum  vote  approved  of  the  action  of  this  joint  conference,  as  the  official 

report  of  the  tellers  on  June  5  will  indicate,  a  summary  of  which  is  as  follows: 

Total  number  of  votes  cast   1,109 

For  ratification  of  scale  790 

Against  ratification  of  scale   319 

Majority  in  favor  of  scale « 471 

While  none  of  the  international  officials  participated  in  this  meeting,  we 
nevertheless  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  our  full  co-operation  and  the  entire 
support  of  our  international  administration  were  at  all  times  extended  to  the 
officers  and  members  of  District  6,  and  we  felt  then,  as  we  do  now,  that  they  were 
fully  capable  to  enter  upon  an  adjustment  of  their  differences,  believing  that 
they  were  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  details  of  the  situation. 

Some  have  complained  about  the  settlement  of  this  strike,  but  so  far  aa 
our  administration  is  concerned,  we  have  no  desire  to  conceal  anything  in  con- 
nection therewith,  feeling  that  what  was  done  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
organization,  and  are  prepared  for  any  investigation  that  this  convention  may 
foel  incumbent  to  make  of  the  history  and  conduct  of  this  entire  matter. 
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IBWIN  FIELD  STEiKE. 

As  you  are  well  aware,  the  strike  existing  in  the  Irwin  field  had  been  in 
effect  from  March  8,  1910.  Possibly  no  strike  in  the  bituminous  coal  fields  of 
this  country  in  recent  years  attracted  so  much  attention  as  the  strike  in  the  Ir- 
win district.  For  years  the  men  who  work  in  these  mines  have  been  denied  the 
right  to  organize  and  secure  conditions  of  employment  similar  to  those  pre- 
vailing in  adjacent  territories.  The  matter  of  organizing  the  Irwin  field  is  of 
sneh  prime  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our  organization  that  it  cannot  be  lost 
sight  of,  and  we  regret  that  because  of  circumstances  over  which  we  had  no  con- 
trol, the  strike  in  the  Irwin  field  was  terminated  on  June  27,  by  order  of  the 
International  Executive  Board,  which  is  as  follows : 

"Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  27,  1911. 
' '  To  the  Members  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. : 

*  *  We,  the  undersigned,  to  whom  you  delegated  the  duty  of  framing  a  policy 
relatiTe  to  the  Irwin  field  strike,  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  re- 
port: 

"For  many  years  'the  non-union  mine  workers  in  the  Irwin  field  have 
menaced  the  advancement  of  the  organized  mine  workers  in  Districts  2  and  5 
to  SQch  an  extent  that  it  became  obvious  to  all  that  an  attempt  must  be  made 
to  organize  the  mine  workers  of  this  field  if  the  men  in  the  organized  field  were 
to  maintain  their  prices  and  working  conditions.  Not  only  did  the  organized 
mine  workers  recognize  this  fact,  but  the  men  working  in  the  Irwin  field  recog- 
nized that  they  not  only  stood  as  an  impediment  to  the  men  in  Districts  Nos.  2 
'and  5,  but  were  themselves  compelled  to  submit  to  impositions  they  would  not 
bave  to  endure  if  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  could  be  established  in  that  field. 

' '  In  the  hope  of  improving  the  conditions  in  the  Irwin  field  and  at  the  same 
time  secure  the  success  of  the  organized  meif  in  Districts  2  and  5,  the  officers 
of  District  5,  heeding  the  appeals  of  the  men  in  the  Irwin  field,  inaugurated  a 
strike  of  all  the  mine  workers  in  that  section,  to  be  effective  March  8,  1910,  the 
strike  later  being  endorsed  by  the  International  Executive  Board  aud  by  the 
special  convention  of  the  national  organization,  held  in  August,  1910,  as  well  as 
bj  the  regular  national  convention,  held  in  January,  1911. 

"Despite  the  bitter  opposition  of  our  natural  enemies,  and  the  indifference 
of  some  of  our  members,  who  should  bave  been  lending  their  support  to  win  the 
eontest,  for  more  than  fifteen  months  the  men,  women  and  children  involved  in 
the  strike  have  fought  splendidly  and  heroically.  A  great  many  men  bave  been 
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brutally  murdered,  maimed  and  imprisoned,  and  the  conduct  of  all  has  been 
such  as  to  mark  them  as  some  of  labor's  greatest  heroes. 

**The  strike  has  been  well  conducted  and  manfully  fought,  and  ultimate  vic- 
tory was  in  sight  when  the  mine  owners  in  their  desperation  invoked  corrupt  po- 
litical influences  to  defeat  our  success.  Because  of  their  ability  to  do  this,  the 
men  have  been  restrained  from  camping,  meeting  or  marching  on  company  prop- 
erty or  the  public  highways,  and  are  completely  encompassed  by  a  maze  of  in- 
junction writs,  which  make  it  impossible  to  longer  wage  the  struggle  with  any 
hope  for  success. 

' '  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  men  in  charge  of  the  strike  be  instructed 
to  call  a  convention  of  the  men  on  strike  for  the  purpose  of  closing  up  this  con- 
flict. % 

"We  further  recommend  that  the  resident  officers  be  empowered  to  use  the 
funds  to  protect  in  every  way  possible  the  men  involved,  until  such  time  as 
they  can  secure  work. 

* '  In  making  these  recommendations,  we  feel  that  while  it  has  become  neces- 
sary because  of  the  political  influence  against  us  to  stack  our  arms  for  the  time 
being,  this  battle  has  not  been  without  its  victories  for  the  feasons  that  it  has 
shown  our  men  the  obstacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of  their  success,  and  has 
taught  the  mine  owners  that  our  men  are  not  so  many  chattels  who  can  be  im- 
posed upon  at  will,  and  will  no  doubt  cause  them  to  hesitate  before  they  again 
attempt  a  complete  restoration  of  the  infamous  impositions  that  have  been 
placed  upon  the  men  of  the  Irwin  field  in  the  past. 

*' There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  mine  workers  of  District  2  and  5  have  se- 
cured advantages  that  they  would  not  have  secured  had  the  strike  not  been  in- 
augurated. 

*'THOS.  HAGGERTY, 
''FRANK  FARRINGTON, 
''GEO.  DAGGER, 
"GEO.  BAKER, 
"PRANK  RAMAGK, 

* '  Committee. ' ' 

The  board  also  adopted  the  following: 

' '  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  attend  the  Greensburg  convention,  with 
power  to  close  up  the  strike  so  far  as  the  national  organization  is  concerned, 
and  effect  a  settlement  on  the  best  terms  possible. ' ' 

Finding  ourselves  confronted  with  a  condition  in  the  Irwin  field  that  was 
rendering  our  efforts  ineffective  and   observing   th:it  the  coal  companies  had 
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gained  sufficient  prestige  by  reason  of  increased  production  of  coal,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  by  the  International  Executive  Board  to  terminate  the  strike 
that  had  causd  so  much  suffering  and  sacrifice  in  the  endeavor  to  make  it  a  suc- 
cess, and  the  miners  of  the  Irwin  field  in  convention  assembled  concurred  in  this 
opinion. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  emissaries  of  our  own  movement  aided  and  abet- 

^  the  coal  companies  in  crushing  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  these  men.  The 

^^treme  punishment  that  these  people  endured  for  the  sake  of  establishing  the 

^'ganization ;  their  privations  and  sufferings  can  never  be  adequately  described, 

^     ^d  for  brutal  and  inhuman  treatment,  their  contest  was  unprecedented. 

Numbers  of  our  brave  fellows  were  murdered ;  scores  of  women  and  children 
^  from  exposure,  and  yet  they  fought  on  with  the  hope  that  they  would  event- 

I^Q  strike  in  the  Irwin  field  lacked  the  moral  support  of  the  International 

^ox^  at  a  time  when  success  seemed  possible,  and  there  were  other  factors  that 

^^^■^l)uted  to  its  failure,  among  which  were  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  of 

^'^•^^ylvania  and  numerous  individuals,  who  were  constantly  decrying  the  ef- 

^'^     of  these  brave  people.  But  some  day  we  will  see  the  establishment  of  the 

'5^^'^^^ization  in  this  territory,  for  it  is  my  candid  opinion  that  no  such  struggle 

^^^^    human  rights  are  at  stake  is  ever  lost,  and  when  labor's  achievements 

*^^       ^^)een  chronicled  by  the  historian  there  will  be  revealed  no  highr  type  of 

"^'^^e  and  unyielding  devotion  to  the  principles  of  the  trades  union  movement 

"^▼ere  manifested  in  this  struggle. 

8PBING  HILL,  NOVA  SCOTIA,  STRIKE, 
-^^he  strike  which  was  in  effect  at  Spring  Hill,  Nova  Scotia,  on  April  1,  con- 
^'^^  until  May  27,  when  the  following  settlement  was  unanimously  ratified  by 
*^^^=^^en  affected: 

*  1.  All  men  will  be  taken  back  to  work  at  Spring  Hill  as  soon  as  places 
*^^  found  for  them.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  majority  of  the  men 
^^^  provided  with  work  within  forty-five  days,  and  every  reasonable  effort  will 
'^^^'^  on  the  part  of  the  company  to  accomplish  this  sooner. 

*  2.    That  the  award  of  the  Longley  board  in  regard  to  the  docking  system 
^^  %o  into  effect  Jime  1,  next,  but  this  can  be  mutually  adjusted  after  trial,  if 

««^*i^«red  desirable. 

*3.  There  will  be  no  reduction  in  the  wages  of  the  day  hands  in  and 
Moaii^  the  mines  in  the  rate  paid  prior  to  the  10th  of  August,  1909,  and  any 
adtanee  in  the  schedule  dated  26th  January,  1911,  shall  remain  in  force. 
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Tmz  :j«  mnaezum  »i  15  z«r  *»f  tniniunfrnt  ii?  Xe.  J.  BL  CowaSy  and 
''''^'-^^j^:i  in  ^isnarj  2:}.  2kll.  zj  ^a*  D^nminiuii  Cmil  aooipaaj.  ia  the  rata 
^ttuf  •r^4b.  -;rvfciUMr3  anmeftisi^y  pDJr  ^i  lae  lita  Ajpac  I909«  be  icdueed  to 

.  j^rr  -^^r.  viti  in  aaj  par:  ^f  lae  suiitf  vsisv.  jwm^  »  ctmdiuoma  of  tlie 
'-.rVwiM^  S'Si*^.  I  ^irr^r  -a  ma^ie  "^j  -arx  in*  jL-^^sa^p*  "wa^fc  fair  eoaaidflration 
•ui  '^  fiUiv<»fi.  ia.1  <aea  Mos^iennoK  3ia7  ?«  sjawid  fn»  tOK  to  time  to 
n00r  •na«li£wuM  »  taev  irae 

>  ''^^iu  n?^»n  «aa^  z.vr  :«^  r««;cLir^  :o  rarrr  'amber  or  otkcr  material 
'0!^p'msay  •A  ▼  inc  -r-^a  a:  :a«  v-arfcat^  fatf«.  atacii  sasKSftl  te  be  sappfied  at  the 
nr,0^  v.n  -^ai«ar  pia*%  2*ar  tae  Tr<:riia^  f*»  .'f  tie  cwp^  or  ptDars  by  the 
'  fx^'As;.  *aw»^i:  -j,  fc-seiai  cues  :r  .!a:se9  :f  enwr^noj. 

'*.     ^-^.rj  3iaa  iriH  be  a»^:«roed  kiiis  r%!u  :o  pneMss  aaj  j«st  giieTance  to 

•■■A  ..r  .-n^ia--*  m^^jnr  -jrtiii  lie  ri^  cf  appeal  iirabiaaeiT  to  cl»  President,  and 
i*  xxj  tFA^.  f'»r  that  porc^Me  ce  maj  be  aeeompaaMi  by  one  or  two  of  his  fel- 
^.'9  w^r^rm^m  fr-AB,  tee  •eiftioa  i=  wltxh  the  alleged  ^riev^nee  exiscs. 

A.SSUEAX'LES  WERE  GIVEN  AS  FOLLO¥rS: 

V/^  tM^  »!,.  be  en^ged  ia  tte  order  they  :ippiy  a:  the  office  for  employ- 

■  ^r.-      fio^^m  Coai. — Sereexxel  c:al.  $i.50  per  ton,  delivered.     Xo  Diserimina- 

M.*Ti  may  h^^iong'to  any  lab-r  onion  they  please.    Back  Bent. — Company 

•  A/:  ,v,*  'l^fn/lM  to  coUect  ba^k  rent.    It  was  ucderrtood  none  would  be  collected. 

*...  */,-,rt  /ta.4^  now  j^niing  \\iil  fall  through. 

f'r*'Tf,>,r  C  If.  Marray.  Xova  So-nia,  and  Major  Thompson,  Halifax,  ac- 
'•>*  ^r^  r-^p-'/fi^ibility  of  seeing  that  the  company  fulfills  the  foregoing  terms 
*f,4  "f.fAtUetr^n  of  employment  at  Spring  Hill  mines,  as  between  the  Dominion 
''»^J  f/iru;^uy  anrj  the  Spring  Hill  Mine  Workers, 

"Hj  *),'m  average  wage'  is  meant  the  average  wage  which  the  miner,  or  a 

:f,th^r  f,f  fh#i  ftamr;  <^laj«s  could  cam  while  cutting  coal  in  the  same  nune  under 

'  f'A^o  '  /,f,/Jit JoDH.  xMAJOR  THOMPSON. ' ' 

Vnn   will  ti'A'hW  that  the  Glace  Bay  strike  was  settled  in  April,  1910,  al- 

n,f,tn(fi  -fit;  find  no  nuutrtl  whatever  of  the  disposition  of  it.  nor  are  we  familiar 

vfrj»b  th*!  t^rniH  of  Hfttlement. 

Th*!  »»trik#!  in  Nova  Hcotia  caused  the  expenditure  of  a  vast  sum  of  money, 
iinl  it  n4'i'.ffin  to  nia  fould  not  be  a  success  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  miners 
A«Tft  nof  united,  'i'here  is  an  organization  there  known  as  the  Provincial  Work- 
'•m'  AH«w»r  ijifion,  and  it  is  claimed  it  acts  in  conjunction  with  the  coal  companies*. 
Whi-n  thJN  Ktriki?  wan  ordered  it  was  the  concensus  of  opinion  of  those  competent 
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to  judge  that  if  it  was  not  won  in  two  months  it  could  not  be  at  all.  Yet  it  was 
allowed  to  continue  for  nearly  two  years  without  any  hope  of  final  success. 

The  miners  of  Spring  Hill  who  were  engaged  in  this  strike  remained  very 
loyal  to  the  organization.  Hope  for  the  ultimate  success  of  the  struggle  when  the 
agreement  was  reached  was  indeed  remote  as  the  Dominion  Coal  company  had  a 
large  number  of  non-union  men  working  in  the  mines  and  was  producing  a  large 
amount  of  tonnage. 

There  were  but  few  members  in  the  organization  in  Nova  Scotia  when  I  took 
charge  on  April  1,  and  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  increase  in  the  membership  at 
the  present  time,  and  the  unfavorable  conditions  confronting  the  miners  in  this 
district  make  it  a  difficult  task  to  induce  them  to  join  the  organization.  I  am  con- 
vinced more  than  ever  thaf  there  will  be  very  little  success  achieved  in  Nova 
Scotia  until  means  can  be  found  to  eliminate  the  dual  organization  which  has 
proven  so  disastrous  to  the  United  Mine  Workers. 

DISTRICT  18  STRIKE. 

The  strike  in  District  18,  Western  Canada,  went  into  effect  on  the  day  I 
took  charge  of  the  office  of  President,  viz. :  April  1.  The  failure  of  the  represent- 
atives of  the  miners  and  operators  in  District  18  to  agree  upon  satisfactory  term^ 
of  a  wage  contract  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  agreement  which  was  March 
31,  was  considered  by  the  previous  International  Executive  Board  at  its  session 
in  Indianapolis,  March  27,  and  the  records  of  this  board  meeting  show  that  the 
following  motion  was  adopted: 

*  *  That  the  officials  of  District  1 8  be  advised  to  try  to  reopen  negotiations 
for  a  contract  in  that  field,  the  mines  to  continue  in  operation  until  such  time 
88  representatives  of  the  international  organization  can  appear  on  the  ground 
and  advise  the  men  in  that  field.  *  * 

Upon  investigation  it  developed  that  these  instructions  were  never  sent  by 
the  international  officers  and  the  membership  of  District  18  were  allowed  to  sus- 
pend work,  and  the  chances  for  securing  an  immediate  settlement  were  not 
hopeful.  The  matter  finally  found  its  way  to  an  investigation  under  the  Indus- 
trial Disputes  Act  of  the  Canadian  Qovemment  and  Dr.  Qordon  was  appointed 
bj  the  government  to  make  said  investigation.  His  findings  were  so  unsatisfac- 
tory to  our  people  that  they  were  submitted  to  a  referendum  vote  and  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  the  miners  refused  to  accept  them. 

The  mines  remained  idle  and  the  strike  continued  until  November,  1911. 
This  was  a  great  expense  to  the  international  organization,  as  we  paid  strike 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32 

l>enefits  to  the  membership  in  that  district  comnieneiug  with  May.  We  believe 
if  the  proper  information  had  been  given  to  the  district  officials  and  the  mem- 
bership there  by  the  international  officers,  serious  complications  could  have  been 
avoided  and,  in  all  probability,  a  better  settlement  secured. 

It  can  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  this  struggle 
that,  with  few  exceptions,  they  remained  loyal,  and  not  a  single  act  of  violence 
marked  their  strike  of  eight  months'  duration. 

The  settlement  finally  affected  was  secured  after  considerable  effort  on  the 
part  of  international  and  district  officials,  and  was  made  along  the  lines  of  the 
Gordon  Award,  the  mines  resuming  work  Monday,  November  20,  1911. 

COLORADO  STRIKE.  * 

The  strike  in  the  Northern  coal  fields  of  Colorado,  District  15,  has  been  iv 
effect  since  the  expiration  of  the  old  contract,  March  31,  1910,  for  the  increase 
provided  for  by  the  Cincinnati  convention.  The  men  in  this  district  are  remaining 
loyal,  and  while  it  is  a  bitter  struggle  and  involves  a  large  financial  obligation, 
we  cannot  afford  to  do  other  than  fight  on  until  victory  crowns  our  efforts. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  fully  justify  the  contest  in  Colorado  so  far  as 
maintaining  the  organization  is  concerned.  The  miners  of  this  strike  district  have 
displayed  remarkable  courage  and  fidelity  to  the  organization,  and  like  many 
others  who  have  been  engaged  in  strike  and  strife,  have  been  subjected  to  grave 
injustice  at  the  hands  of  those  who  administer  the  laws.  A  number  of  our  best 
men  have  been  cast  into  prison  without  cause  and  the  utmost  bias  has  permeated 
some  of  the  rulings  of  the  courts.  The  Northern  Fuel  company,  which  dominated 
the  princiapl  mines  of  the  strike  zone,  has  sold  out  its  business  and  has  made, 
so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  a  complete  failure  in  fighting  organized  labor. 

It  is  my  candid  opinion  that  the  fight  in  the  Northern  coal  fields  has  been 
financed  and  prosecuted  by  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  company,  and  from  reports 
I  have  there  is  a  growing  uneasiness  among  the  miners  of  the  Southern  coal 
fields,  and  little  or  no  effort  would  be  required  now,  in  the  judgment  .of  those 
conversant  with  the  facts,  to  organize  that  field.  T  think  it  would  hasten  the 
settlement  in  the  Northern  coal  fields,  and  in  my  opinion,  sooner  or  later,  we 
must  undertako  tlie  fRsk,  no  matter  how  serious  it  may  be,  to  bring  about  the 
organization  of  the  miners  in  the  Southern  Colorado  coal  fields.  The  importance 
of  maintaining  the  union  in  District  15  and  securing  a  thorough  and  complete 
organization  of  the  entire  district  scarcely  needs  any  argument.  The  miners  of 
Montana,  Wyoming  and  the  Southwest  realize  its  importance  from  a  competi- 
tive standpoint.  Hence  we  must  press  on  with  unabated  vigor  until  we  shall 
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have  firmly  established  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  this  rich  coal-producing  state 
where  so  much  tyranny  against  the  cause  of  labor  has  prevailed. 

LOCAL  STRIKES. 

In  addition  to  thie  serious  strikes  that  I  have  enumerated,  there  were  in 
many  districts  local  strikes  of  importance,  and  it  is  my  firm  opinion  that  means 
must  be  found  to  overcome  the  growing  evil  of  the  strike  locally  inaugurated 
and  allowed  to  continue  in  many  instances  in  defiance  of  the  well-defined  author- 
ity of  our  established  tribunals. 

We  find  in  numerous  instances  grievances  of  minor  importance  are  the 
means  of  causing  strikes  and  upon  examination  of  the  facts  there  is  little  or 
no  merit  in  them.  It  is  a  question  that  our  organization  must  give*  its  serious 
attention  to.  The  constitution  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  provides  how  and 
in  what  manner  strikes  may  be  authorized  and  if  our  movement  is  to  command 
the  respect  of  its  membership  and  the  public  in  general,  we  must  discourage  such 
evil  practices  that  can,  at  the  best,  accomplish  no  practical  results. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

I  herewith  submit  a  table  showing  the  average  paid-up  membership  from  the 
years  1890  to  1911  inclusive: 

1890 20,912  1901 198,024 

1891 17,044  1902 175,367 

'  1892 19,376  1903 247,240 

1893 14,244  1904 251,006 

1894 17,628  1905 264,950 

1895 10,871  1900 230,667 

1896 9,617  1907 260,740 

1897 39,371  1908 252,018 

1898 32,092  1909 265,274 

1899 61,887  1910 231,392 

1900 1 15,321  1911   256,256 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  splendid  average  paid-up  membership  for 
the  year  ending  November  30,  1911,  which  is  256,256,  exclusive  of  exonerations. 
This  is  an  increase  of  24,864  over  last  year  for  the  same  period,  and  is  indeed 
encouraging. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  might  say  that  I  am  convinced  that  many 
of  our  local  unions  do  not  report  on  their  actual  number  of  members  to  the 

M.  Pro.-2. 
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district  and  nntioual  oflices,  aud  it  is  my  opinion  that  wa  havo  a  greater  mein- 
bershij)  tlian  is  indicated  by  the  per  capita  tax,  and  I  would  suggest  that  tliis  con- 
vention consider  the  advisability  of  eTni)h.»ying  special  auditors  in  each  district 
.whenever  satisfied  that  their  services  are  required  for  the  jjurpose  of  auditing 
the  accounts  of  local  unions,  thus  insuring  to  the  district  and  national  organiza- 
tions the  revenue  th.at  properly  belongs  to  them. 

The  course  advised  here  is  not  intended  as  a  reflection  upon  the  many  local 
unions  which  conduct  their  business  honestly  and  systematically,  but  is  for  the 
purpose  of  curbing  a  growing  evil  that  has  crept  into  our  organization  in  recent 
years  and  which  is  assuming  serious  proportions. 

For  the  year  ending  November  30,  1911,  tiiere  were  ninety -seven  local  un- 
ions organized  and  140  charters  surrendered  or  withdrawn. 

HOARD   MEETINGS. 

Within  the  year  there  have  been  four  meetings  of  the  International  Execu- 
tive Board — two  at  Indianapolis,  one  at  Pittsburgh  and  one  at  Chicago.  The 
meeting  at  Pittsburgh  was  made  necessary  as  a  result  of  the  internal  trouble 
that  existed  in  District  No.  5. 

OROANIZKRS. 

Owing  to  the  depleted  condition  of  the  treasury  on  April  1,  the  many 
strikes  that  were  in  effect  and  the  vast  number  of  members  idle  by  reason  of  the 
depression  in  the  coal  industry,  1  realized  that  we  could  not  employ  a  large 
force  of  field  workers  or  for  the  immediate  present  finance  an  extensive  cam- 
paign in  the  non-union  fields  and  partially  organized  districts  of  the  country. 
Hence  only  such  comj)etcnt  field  workers  were  employed  from  time  to  time  as 
their  services  were  required  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  treasury  would 
warrant.  We  have  practiced  retrenchment  in  this  respect,  and  1  must  say  in  just- 
ice to  the  organizers  that  so  far  as  I  know  they  have  performed  valuable  serv- 
ice for  the  organization,  sometimes  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  I  am 
very  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  rendered  in  ad- 
justing the  many  disputes  and  extending  the  work  of  organization  in  the  sev- 
eral districts. 

The  organizers  were  placed  'm<ler  ilie  direction  of  the  Vice-President,  who 
has  been  m  constant  touch  with  them  in  their  work  and  who  in  turn  advised  with 
the  President  ns  to  the  nerds  and  requirements  in  this  respect. 
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DUAL  ORGANIZATIONS. 
DISTRICT  2. 

Many  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  condition  of  affairs  that  existed  in  Dis- 
trict 2  in  recent  years  and  the  acta  of  preceding  conventions  with  reference  to 
the  nine  local  unions.  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  try  and  reconcile  the  membership 
of  these  local  unions  with  the  District  and  International  Unions  if  it  were  possi- 
ble to  do  so,  realizing  that  dual  organization  and  conflicting  authority  which  was 
bound  to  follow  would  destroy  the  usefulness  of  our  great  organization,  and  to 
the  end  that  this  might  be  eliminated  I  arranged  a  meeting  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  district  and  the  officers  of  the  organization  known  as  Sub-District  3, 
together  with  representatives  from  the  local  unions  affected.  We  met  at  Altoona 
on  August  2,  and  after  going  over  the  entire  situation  the  following  agreement 
was  reached: 

* '  Altoona,  Pa.,  August  2,  1911. 

**lt  is  hereby  agreed  by  the  parties  whose  signatures  are  hereto  attached, 
us  the  representatives  of  Local  Unions  Nos.  363,  150,  830,  908,  935,  164,  1633, 
1493,  1386  and  453  and  the  District  Executive  of  District  No.  2,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
that  the  following  shall  be  a  basis  of  settlement  for  the  controversy  now  existing 
lK?t\veen  the  aforementioned  local  unions  and  the  reinstatement  of  the  member- 
ship of  the  said  local  unions  in  the  district  organization  : 

''First.  That  the  organization  known  as  Sub-District  No.  3  will  be  abol- 
ished from  this  date  and  all  officers  in  the  said  sub-district  now  liolding  official 
position  shall  relinquish  their  offices  on  and  after  the  above  date. 

' '  Second.  That  all  local  unions  in  dispute  shall  conmience  to  pay  all  taxes 
from  July  1,  1911,  and  comply  with  the  National  and  District  constitutions  in 
all  their  provisions. 

**  Third.  That  all  members  of  the  local  unions  in  dispute  will  be  placed  in 
good  standing  from  July  1,  1911,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  dis- 
trict constitution.     (Ixjft  to  the  decision  of  the  Nationnl  President.) 

**  Fourth.  In  the  settlement  of  the  back  debts  in  dispute  this  matter  shall 
\}e  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  and  their 
decision  u]>on  the  amount  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  district  organization  by  the 
local  unions  shall  be  final,  and  upon  payment  of  the  amount  of  money  so  desig- 
nated to  the  district  organization  it  shall  be  considered  a  complete  cancellation 
of  all  back  debts. 

*' Fifth.  That  all  motions  or  resolutions  on  the  minute  books  of  any  of  the 
lo<-aI  unions  in  dispute,  debarring  any  of  the  district  representatives  from  adniit- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 

tance  or  from  speakiug  in  the  said  local  itfilons,  shall  be  cancelled  immediately, 
%nd  that  the  district  organization  shall  have  full  power  to  audit  all  books  and  docu- 
ments belonging  to  said  local  unions  at  any  time  they  may  deem  necessary,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  district  constitution,  in  conjunction  with 
the  National  organization.  And  the  following  proposition  is  further  presented, 
that  if  any  of  the  said  local  unions  in  dispute  desire,  at  any  time  after  the  set- 
tlement of  this  dispute  has  been  completed,  to  audit  the  books  of  the  district, 
the  district's  books  are  open  for  the  period  covered  during  the  entire  centraliza- 
tion period,  the  time  covered  by  this  dispute,  providing  that  the  representatives 
from  the  local  unions  shall  pay  al!  expenses  incurred  and  that  they  are  accom- 
panied by  some  representative  of  the  National  organization. 

*  *  Sixth,  it  is  also  agreed  that  the  District  Executive  Board  will  cancel  the 
resolution  suspending  certain  members  of  these  local  unions  for  a  period  of  five 
years  as  soon  as  the  terms  of  this  agreement  have  been  complied  with. 

''Seventh.  In  reference  to  the  question  raised  about  taxes  on  the  Portage 
branch,  the  entire  matter  to  be  left  in  the  bands  of  the  International  officers  for 
adjustment. 

For  Sub-District  No.  3:  For  District  No.  2,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

* '  JERE  DIEHL,  LUly,  Pa.  ' '  RICHARD  GILBERT. 

'  *  THOS.  McCLEMENT,  Dunlo,  Pa.         * '  F.  E.  WAITE. 
*'JOHN  SWEENEY,  Lilly,  Pa.  **  JOHN  SULLIVAN. 

''JOHN  P.  WHITE,  President." 

As  you  will  observe.  Clause  3  was  left  to  the  President  to  rule  upon,  and  my 
decision  is  as  follows: 

"Indianapolis,  Tnd.,  August  7,  1911. 

'  *  By  the  terms  of  the  Altoona  agreement,  the  following,  known  as  Clause  3, 
was  referred  to  the  International  President  for  decision : 

"  'That  all  members  of  the  local  unions  in  dispute  will  be  placed  in  good 
standing  from  July  1,  1911,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  district 
constitution. ' 

"My  ruling  on  the  above  is  that  all  members  of  the  local  unions  in  dispute 
shall  be  placed  in  good  standing  and  be  entitled  to  all  rights  and  privileges 
accorded  members  under  the  district  constitution. 

"JOHN  P.  \VHITE,  President  U.  M.  W.  of  A." 

The  further  details  mentioned  in  Clause  4  were  left  to  the  International 
Executive  Board,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Board  Members  Moran^  District 
13;  Baker,  District  23,  and  Diamond,  District  24,  made  a  personal  investigation 
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of  conditions  affoeting  this  subject  an<l  tlie  report  of  the  eonimittee  was  adopted. 
Inasmuch  as  it  is  quite  lengthy,  I  shall  not  incorporate  it  in  this  report. 

Thus,  according  to  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  the  dual  organization  in 
District  No.  2  passed  out  of  existence  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  further 
/riction  will  ensue. 

In  this  district,  as  in  others  I  shall  Aiunierate,  it  was  hard  to  understand 
just  how  these  parties  representing  dual  authority  hoped  to  better  the  conditions 
of  the  mine  workers  by  refusing  to  subscribe  to  our  laws  an<l  carry  out  the  man-, 
dates  of  the  highest  tribunals  of  our  organization. 

The  funds  of  these  local  unions  were  used  to  carry  on  the  work  of  dual 
authority,  and  it  was  also  noticeable  that  emissaries  from  other  districts  mingled 
with  the  men  and  advised  the  continuance  of  this  contemptible  method  in  the 
hope  of  tearing  down  every  j)article  of  j.restige  that  our  organization  had 
achieved. 

And  again,  we  are  curious  enough  to  wonder  from  what  source  they  secured 
their  finances  to  carry  on  their  campaign  of  disru])tion. 

DISTRICT   5. 

Upon  taking  charge  of  the  office  of  President  on  April  1,  T  found  a  most 
deplorable  state  of  affairs  existing  in  District  No.  5,  Western  Pennsylvania. 
However,  it  was  apparent  to  me  long  before  tliis  time  that  a  well-defined  plan  to 
strike  at  the  vitals  of  our  organization  was  being  perfected  and  a  very  formid- 
able dual  movement  launched. 

We  discovered  at  the  very  outset  that  the  object  was  not  to  seek  a  readjust- 
ment of  the  alleged  injustices,  but  to  conduct  and  carry  on  a  campaign  of 
destruction  in  the  hope  that  the  United  Mine  Workers*  organization  would  be 
unable  to  assert  itself  in  future  wage  conferences.  The  men  in  many  of  the  local 
unions  were  deceived  and  led  to  believe  that  irreparable  injury  had  been  done 
them  by  the  oflicers  of  the  regular  and  bona  fide  organization  of  which  Francis 
Feehan  was  president.  Vast  sums  of  njoney  were  collected  from  members  in 
various  local  unions  and  an  established  office  niaintainod.  Much  of  the  press  of 
Pittsburg  and  other  cities  was  placed  at  tlie  (lisj)osal  of  this  ca!ni)nign  of  destruc- 
tion, and  numerous  individuals  from  other  districts  employed  their  time  and 
effort  in  assisting  this  movement. 

About  April  4  an  invitation  was  extended  to  the  officers  of  the  regular  and 
dual  organizations  to  appear  and  allow  tiie  International  Executive  Board  to 
pass  upon  the  merits  of  their  grievances. 

Francis  Feehan  and  his  associates  accepted  the  invitation  and  were  present 
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at  the  meeting,  but  the  officers  of  the  dual  movement  notified  us  that  they  would 
not  appear,  and  in  evidence  that  they  never  had  any  intention  of  doing  so  I 
received  a  copy  of  the  suit  in  equity  which  they  bad  filed  in  the  district  courts  of 
Allegheny  coimty,  and  on  the  margin  of  the  same  was  written : 

**This  case  is  now  in  a  higher  tribiijinl  than   the  miners'  organization.^ 
Francis  Feehan  is  a  dead  one. "  • 

The  document  referred  to  above  reads  as  follows: 

"  l>J  THE  COUKT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  NO.  3 

**of  Allegheny  County. 

**  SITTING  IN  EQUITY. 

*  *  Between 

**  Robert  Uibbons,  Abe  Kephart,  Thomas  Sheehau,  Otto  Slater,  James  Sabiu, 

James  Brown,  Fred  Sample  and  William  P.  Friday,  Plaintiffs, 

**and 

''Francis  Feehan,  Van  Bittner,  Tim  Donovan,  Stephen  Laverick,  George  Bolton, 

Mike  Halapy,  William  McKay  and  George  Dagger,  Defendants. 

**No. .    May  Term,  1911. 

* '  PLAIN  TIFFS '  BILL. 

**To  the  Honorable,  the  Judges  of  Said  Court: 

"First.  Your  orators  appear  and  Kay  that  they,  Robert  Gibbous,  Abe  Kej»- 
hart,  Stephen  Whetzel,  Thomas  Sheehau,  Otto  Slater,  James  Sabin,  James 
Brown,  Fred  Sample  and  William  P.  Friday,  plaintiffs,  and  Francis  iTeehan, 
Van  Bittner,  Tim  Donovan,  Stephen  Laverick,  George  Bolton,  Mike  Halapy, 
William  McKay  and  George  Dagger,  defendants,  are  or  recently  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  which  is  the  recognized  official 
union  of  the  coul  miners  of  the  United  States,  and  the  foregoing  parties  all 
belong  in  District  No.  5  of  said  United  Mine  Workers  of  America;  said  District 
No.  5,  comprising  the  territory  in  and  contiguous  to  Pittsburg,  being  all  of 
Allegheny  county,  all  of  Washington  county  and  a  portion  of  Fayette,  West- 
moreland, Greene,  Armstrong,  Butler,  Lawrence,  Mercer  and  Beaver  counties. 

*  *  S(»cond.  I'^rancis  Feehan  was  the  duly  elected  president,  Van  Bittner  the 
duly  elected  vice-president,  Tim  Donovan  the  duly  elected  secretary  and  treas- 
urer and  Stephen  Laverick,  George  Bolton,  Mike  Halapy  and  William  McKay 
were  the  duly  elected  Executive  Board  of  District  No.  5,  and  George  Dagger 
was  the  duly  elected  International  Board  Member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  ff»r  the  year  beginning  April  1,  1910. 
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**  Third.     Accordiug  to  tlie  coustitutiou  of  District  No.  5  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  it  was  the  duty  of  said  Francis  Feehau  to  call  the ' 
annual  convention  of  said  district  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February,  1911,  or  a 
convention  could  and  should  be  called  at  the  request  of  not  less  than  fifteen  of 
the  local  unions  in  said  district. 

"Fourth.  During  the  month  of  February,  1911,  at  least  fifty  of  the  local 
unions  belonging  to  District  No.  5  duly  issued  a  call  for  a  convention,  specifying 
February  28,  1911,  as  the  time  ;md  Moorhead  Hall  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  as 
the  place  for  holding  the  same. 

*  *  Fifth.  Jb'rancis  Fechan  was  notified  in  writing  that  charges  had  been  pre- 
ferred against  him  and  the  same  would  be  acted  upon  by  said  convention,  all  of 
which  was  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  and  by-laws  and  practices  of  Dis- 
trict No.  5  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

**  Sixth.  Neither  Francis  Feehan,  Van  Bittner,  Tim  Donovan,  Stephen 
L.averick,  George  Bolton,  Mike  Halapy,  William  McKay  nor  George  Dagger 
appeared  in  said  convention,  nor  did  Francis  Feehan  offer  any  defense  to  the 
charges  which  had  been  preferred  against  him,  and  upon  a  vote  being  taken  the 
said  Francis  Feehan  was  adjudged  guilty  of  the  charges  against  him,  to-wit: 
Neglect  of  duty,  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  member  of  District  No.  5 
and  gross,  favoritism  toward  certain  coal  companies,  wliich  was  inimical  to  the 
miners'  interests,  and  lie  wsls  deposed  as  president  nnd  suspended  from  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  for  a  period  of  five  years;  and  Van  Bittner, 
Tim  Donovan,  Stephen  Laverick,  George  Bolton,  Mike  Halapy,  William  McKay 
and  Oeorge  Dagger  were  deposed  by  resolution  unanimously  passed  by  the  dele- 
gates to  said  convention,  all  of  which  was  in  strict  accordance  with  the  consti- 
tution, by-laws  and  customs  of  said  organization. 

"Seventh.  The  said  convention  elected  Robert  Gibbons  as  president,  Abe 
Kephart  as  vice-president,  Stephen  A.  Whetzel  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
Thomas  Sheehan,  Otto  Slater,  James  Sftbin,  James  Brown  and  Fred  Sample  as 
the  Executive  Board  and  William  P.  Friday  as  International  Board  Member  of 
District  No.  .5  aforesaid. 

"Eighth.  All  of  the  above  named  officers  immediately  assumed  the  duties 
of  their  offices  and  in  accordance  therewith  demanded  of  Francis  Feehan  and 
Tim  Donovan  all  of  the  books,  papers  and  funds  of  said  District  No.  5,  but  the 
said  Francis  Feehan  and  Tim  Donovan  refused  to  transmit  the  same  to  your 
orators. 

**  Ninth.  District  No.  5  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  receives 
a  per  capita  tax  based  on  the  number  of  union  mine  workers  in  said  rlistrict, 
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which  said  tax  is  retained  by  the  \jirious  coal  coinpauies  out  of  the  wages  of  saia 
miners  and  is  paid  by  the  said  coal  corapanies  to  the  committees  of  the  various 
local  unions,  who,  in  turn',  transmit  it  to  the  secretary  of  District  No.  5,  and  at 
the  present  time  some  of  the  local  unions  of  said  district  are  paying  their  per 
capita  tax  to  Tim  Donovan,  others  are  paying  to  Stephen  A.  Whetzel,  while 
others  have  declined  to  pay  their  taxes  to  either  party. 

"Tenth.  l>ancis  Feehan  issued  a  call  for  a  convention,  which  was  held 
March  27,  1911,  at  the  J^abor  Temple  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  which  said  con- 
vention is  illegal  and  contrary  to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  District  No.  5, 
and  the  proceedings  of  said  convention  are  illegal  and  void. 

'  *  Wherefore,  your  orators  aver  that  they  are  in  need  of  equitable  relief  and 
rcsj)ectfully  pray  this  honorable  court  as  follows: 

*  *  First.  That  a  decree  may  be  issued  designating  and  declaring  your  ora- 
tors the  regularly  elected  and  duly  qualified  officers  of  District  No.  Ti  of  the 
I'nited  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

'  *  Second.  That  a  decree  may  be  issued  forbidding  the  said  Francis  Feehan 
and  Tim  Donovan  from  disbursing  or  disposing  of  any  of  the  funds  of  said 
district. 

*  ^  Third.  That  a  decree  may  be  issued  forbidding  the  said  Francis  Feehan 
and  Tim  Donovan  from  receiving  the  per  capita  tax  from  the  various  local 
unions  comprising  District  No.  5. 

*  *  Fourth.  That  a  decree  may  be  issued  instructing  and  compelling  the  said 
Francis  Feehan,  Van  Bittner,  Tim  Donovan  and  Stephen  Laverick,  George  Bol- 
ton, Mike  Halapy,  William  McKay  and  George  Dagger  to  transmit  to  the  duly 
elected  oflScers  of  District  No.  5  all  of  the  books,  papers,  funds,  etc.,  in  their 
hands  belonging  to  the  said  organization. 

**  Fifth.  And  for  such  other  equitable  relief  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  honor- 
able court  may  be  necessary  and  proper. 


' '  Allegheny  County,  ss : 

**  Robert  Gibbons,  Abe  Kephart  and  William  P.  Friday,  three  of  the  above- 
named  plaintiffs  and  agents  in  this  behalf  for  tlie  other  plaintiffs,  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  say  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  are  true 
and  correct  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
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*  *  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this day  of  March,  1911. 

*  * ,  Notary  Public/' 

This  shows  conclusively  the  deep  laid  :ind  malicious  plot  to  disrupt  the 
United  Mine  Workers  in  that  district.  The  scenes  in  these  local  unions  during 
the  summer  months  were  among  the  most  disgraceful  incidents  in  the  history  of 
our  organization,  and  by  reason  of  this  contemptible  movement,  aided  and 
abetted  by  men  of  ability  and  financed  from  questionable  sources,  the  mine 
workers  of  the  Pittsburg  district  did  not  know  from  day  to  day  what  might  hap- 
pen to  their  organization.  All  thought  of  the  welfare  of  the  men  in  the  mines 
was  cast  to  the  winds  and  a  campaign  of  denunciation,  slander  and  abuse  was 
carried  on  in  the  hope  of  arousing  the  membership  to  a  point  where  they  would 
repudiate  their  officers  and  the  organization.  Every  base  motive  that  could  be 
conceived  of,  every  plan  that  would  intensify  a  bitter  hatred,  every  falsehood 
that  could  be  circulated,  was  put  into  effect  in  the  hope  of  gaining  their  nefari- 
ous end,  and  emissaries  of  this  movement  roamed^about  among  the  membership 
falsifying  the  character  and  reputations  of  men. 

Let  it  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  majority  of  the  miners  in  the  Pittsburg 
district  they  remained  loyal  to  the  organization  and  suffered  many  injustices  for 
the  purpose  of  successfully  exposing  these  self-appointed  guardians  of  their 
welfare. 

The  convention  that  launched  the  dual  movement  in  the  Pittsburg  district 
pledged  its  moral  and  financial  support  to  the  Irwin  field  strikers  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  advise  the  membership  to  withhold  their  money  from  the  organization, 
thus  reducing  the  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  gallant  men,  women  and  /chil- 
dren who  had  suffered  so  long,  and  through  the  Labor  World  and  other  period- 
icals denounced  the  strike  as  a  failure.  You  will  observe  that  when  the  organ- 
ization discontinued  the  strike  in  the  IrTsin  field  the  dual  movement  had  outlived 
its  usefulness,  giving  strong  indications  of  the  truth  of  the  statements  referred 
to  herein  that  finances  from  sources  that  were  questionable  were  forthcoming  for 
the  maintenance  of  this  campaign  of  destruction. 

Finally  on  August  13  a  meeting  was  arranged  between  the  two  factions  in 
the  Pittsburg  district,  in  which  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  and  International  Board  Member  Haggerty,  of  District  No.  2, 
participated^  and  after  extraordinary  effort  and  much  argument  the  following 
compact  was  agreed  to: 

* '  We,  the  undersigned  parties  to  this  agroomcnt,  beg  leave  to  state  that  we 
fully  realize  the  necessity  of  peace  and  unity  within  our  ranks  and  the  urgent 
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need  of  a  couimon  understanding,  if  the  rights  of  our  fellow  mine  workers  are 
to  be  fully  protected;  and,  believing  that  the  disputes  that  are  now  dividing 
the  membership  in  this  district  should  be  given  an  early  hearing  in  the  courts  of 
our  own  making,  ki  order  that  justice  might  be  secured  and  our  organization 
preserved,  we  hereby  agree  to  the  following  terms : 

*' First.  We  agree  to  refer  all  questions  in  dispute  to  the  International 
Executive  Board,  whose  decision  shall  be  final  and  binding. 

"Second.  It  is  understood  and  agreed  that  the  International  Executive 
Board  will  be  notified  to  meet  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  August  24,  at  10 
a.  m.,  at  the  Labor  Temple,  for  the  special  purpose  of  determining  all  points  at 
issue  between  both  parties  to  this  controversy. 

"Third.  All  charges  to  be  preferred  against  any  official  or  officials  on 
either  side  to  be  presented  to  the  Board  in  writing. 

"Fourth.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  International  Executive  Board  is 
called  upon  to  decide  this  controversy,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  both 
sides  to  this  dispute  devote  their  efforts  to  a  restoration  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity in  the  district  pending  a  final  decision  by*the  International  Executive 
Board. 

"Fifth.  We,  the  uudorsigned,  request  the  International  Executive  Board 
to  decide  the  merits  of  the  controversy  in  question  on  an  aye  and  nay  vote;  and 
be  it  further  agreed  that  the  bill  in  equity  now  in  court  be  withdrawn. 

*  *  We,  the  undersigned,  agree  to  the  above  proposition.     Signed  this  13th 
day  of  August,  1911,  by  the  Executive  Boards    representing    both    factions    to 
this  controversy  and  official  representatives  of  the  International  organization. 
'  *  ROBEBT  B.  GIBBONS.  '  *  FRANCIS  FEEH AN. 

' '  ABE  KEPHART.  * '  VAN  BITTNER. 

"ANDREW  PUSKAR.  *  *  TIM  DONOVAN. 

"WM.  P.  FRIDAY.  "E.  P.  H  ANA  WAY. 

*  *  JAMES  BROWN.  '  *  WM.  McK  AY. 

' '  E.  D.  REED.  "  J  A  MES  CHARLTON. 

"THOMAS  SHEEHAN.  "JOIIX  O'LEARY. 

*  'JAMES  8ABIN.  * '  WM.  IIARGE8T. 
' '  FRED  SAMPLE.  ' '  SIDNEY  DAVIS. 

* '  OTTO  SLATER.  ' '  GEORGE  DAGGER. 

"JOHN  P.  WHITE. 
"  FRANK  J.  HAYES. 
"THOMAS  HAGGERTY." 
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As  you  tvill  observe  by  the  terms  of  this  document,  the  entire  matter  was 
referred  for  final  disposition  to  the  International  Executive  Board. 

The  Board  convened  in  Pittsburg  on  August  24  and  remained  in  session 
for  almost  a  full  month's  time.  Numerous  witnesses  were  heard  for  and 
against  the  contention  of  these  parties,  and  after  weighing  the  subject  matter 
very  earefully  the  following  decision  was  reached  by  the  International  Execu- 
tive Board: 

''Pittsburg,  Pa.,  September  19,  1911. 
•  *  To  the  Members  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. : 

''Gentlemen — We,  your  committee,  who  were  delegated  by  you  to  further 
examine  the  evidence  and  testimony  given  before  the  International  Executive 
Board  in  connection  with  the  factional  quarrel  in  District  No.  5,  U.  M.  W.  of 
A.,  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  report : 

"Since  February  28,  1911,  a  secession  movement  of  mine  workers,  officered 
by  Bobert  R.  Gibbons,  president;  Abe  Kephart,  vice-president;  Andrew  Puskar, 
secretary-treasurer ;  Wm.  P.  Friday,  James  Brown,  E.  D.  Beed,  Thomas  Shee- 
han,  James  Sabin,  Fred  Sample  and  Otto  Slater,  members  of  the  Executive 
Board,  has  existed  in  District  No.  o,  the  above  named  men  claiming  the  right  of 
leadership  by  virtue  of  the  actions  of  a  special  convention,  held  in  Pittsburg, 
February  28,  1911,  at  which  convention  the  results  of  a  referendum  vote  of  the 
mine  workers  were  ignored,  Francis  Feehan  and  the  other  regularly  elected 
officers  deposed  and  Gibbons  and  his  associates  installed  as  officers  of  the  dis- 
triet,  now  offer  to  the  International  Executive  Board  as  justification  for 
their  actions  the  following  charges  against  Francis  Feehan : 

'  *  '  First.  That  Francis  Feehan  is  not  now,  neither  was  he  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  a  local  union  at  the  time  of  his  election  as  district  president. 

"  'Second.  We  charge  Francis  Feehan  of  gross  favoritism  to  certain 
coal  companies.' 

"In  order  that  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  associate  officers  could  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  prove  their  charges,  the  International  Executive  Board  was  con- 
vened in  I^abor  Temple,  Pittsburg,  and,  with  the  exception  of  September  4  and 
5,  has  met  in  daily  session  from  August  24  to  September  16  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  testimony  in  connection  with  the  chnrgea. 

* '  During  the  hearing  the  widest  latitude  was  given  Robert  Gibbons  and  his 
colleagues  to  prove  their  charges,  and  said  hearing  continued  until  they  de- 
clared they  had  no  further  evidence  to  introduce. 
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**We,  your  couunittee,  after  hearing  the  testimouy  uud  cxaiiiining  the  evi- 
dence, have  found  the  following  facts  and  agreed  to  the  following  conclusions: 

*  *  First.  That  circumstances  warranted  his  doing  so  and  that  Francis  Fee- 
han  was  acting  with  constitutional  authority  when  he  postponed  the  annual  dis- 
trict convention. 

**  Second.  That  the  special  convention  was  instigated  by  the  self-styled 
S'igilance  committee,'  who  first,  by  the  liberal  circulation  of  malicious  false- 
hoods, poisoned  the  minds  and  infuriated  a  small  portion  of  the  membership 
against  Francis  Feehan,  and  then  started  the  agitation  for  a  special  convention. 

**  Third.  The  supporters  of  the  special  convention  have  given  no  reasons 
why  a  special  convention  was  so  urgent  or  necessary. 

*  *  Fourth.  The  special  (!onvention  acted  without  authority  when  it  set  aside 
the  referendum  vote  of  the  membership,  deposed  the  regular  officers  of  the  dis- 
trict without  giving  them  a  trial  and  installed  Gibbons  and  his  associates  as 
officers  of  the  district. 

"Fifth.  That  the  special  convention  was  not  legal,  as  it  was  not  called  in 
accordance  with  Section  1,  Article  V,  of  the  1910  district  constitution. 

"  Sixtli.  That  Gibbons'  claim  that  he  was  elected  president  of  District 
No.  5  in  the  last  district  election  is  not  valid.  If  it  were,  there  would  have 
been  no  necessity  for  the  special  convention  setting  aside  the  referendum  vote 
in  order  to  make  him  president. 

*' Seventh.  That  Gibbons'  claim  that  the  Irwin  field  is  not  a  part  of  Dis- 
trict No.  5,  and  that  the  vote  cast  l)y  the  mine  workers  of  that  section  should 
not  have  been  tabulated  as  part  of  the  vote  of  District  No.  5  in  the  last  election, 
is  not  valid. 

*  ^  Eighth.  That  the  records  of  the  National  convention  held  in  1906  show 
that  Patrick  Dolan,  then  president  of  District  No.  5,  represented  Local  Union 
No.  2398  of  Irwin,  and  Uriah  Bellingham,  then  vice-president  of  District  No.  5, 
represented  Local  Tnion  No.  2128  of  Irwin  in  said  convention. 

**  Ninth.  That  the  records  of  the  district  office  show  that  Local  Unions 
Nos.  239S  and  2128  of  Irwin  paid  tax  to  District  No.  5  during  1906  and  1907 
and  voted  for  officers  of  District  No.  5  in  1906. 

"Tenth.  That  the  International  Union  recognized  the  right  of  District 
•No.  5  to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  Trwin  field  when  the  International  Executive 
Board  gave  the  officers  of  District  No.  5  Jurisdiction  over  the  recent  strike  in 
that  field. 

"Eleventli.     That  Francis  Fochnn  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  over  Kobort 
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Gibbons  for  district  president  witiiout  including  the  vote  of  the  Irwin  field  men 
in  his  majority. 

"Twelfth.  That  one  Owen  Cruse  testified  before  the  International  Ezecn- 
tive  Board  that  while  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  District  No.  5,  pre- 
vious to  1906,  he  was  approached  by  A.  R.  Hamilton,  at  that  time  a  newspaper 
reporter  and  now  a  wealthy  mine  owner  and  editor  of  tlie  Coal  Trade  Bulletin, 
and  told  by  Hamilton  that  if  he  would  keep  his  mouth  shut  and  *go  along  with 
the  boys,'  he  (Hamilton)  would  see  that  he  was  paid  for  it. 

**  Thirteenth.  That  Owen  Cruse  further  testified  that  A.  B.  Hamilton  had 
told  him  that  he  had  a  number  of  other  agents  in  various  parts  of  District 
No.  5. 

'*  Fourteenth.  That  Owen  Cruse  further  testified  that  he  did  keep  his 
mouth  shut  and  'go  along  with  the  boys/  and  for  a  number  of  years  did  receive, 
monthly,  a  check  signed  by  the  employment  agent  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Com- 
pany. 

*' Fifteenth.  That  Francis  Feehau  has  furnished  the  International  Execu- 
tive Board  with  a  letter  written  by  A.  R.  Hamilton  to  Owen  Cruse,  showing 
that  such  did  take  place. 

**  Sixteenth.  That  Lewis  McGrew,  editor  of  the  Labor  World,  appeared 
before  the  International  Executive  Board  and  testified  that  he  was  a  brother- 
in-law  of  A.  B.  Hamilton,  and  that  he  had  spent  about  $900  of  his  own  money 
and  distributed  free  of  charge  about  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  Labor  World 
among  the  mine  workers  to  accomplish  Feehan  's  defeat. 

'  *■  Seventeenth.  That  while  giving  his  testimony  to  the  International  Exec- 
utive Board  Lewis  McGrew  failed  to  produce  one  particle  of  proof  to  substan- 
tiate a  single  one  of  the  many  damaging  and  villainous  things  he  has  written 
and  published  in  the  Labor  World  about  Francis  Feehan. 

**  Eighteenth.  That  Albert  Hobbs,  a  colored  miner  of  Bulger,  Pa.,  who 
made  a  damaging  afiSdavil  against  Francis  Feehan,  and  which  was  extensively 
circulated,  appeared  before  the  International  Executive  Board  and  testified  that 
I^wis  McGrew,  of  the  Labor  World,  wrote  him  a  letter  asking  him  to  come  to 
Pittsburg,  which  he  did,  and  that  he  (McGrew)  paid  him  $5.00  for  time  lost  on 
account  of  coming  to  Pittsburg  to  make  the  affidavit. 

**  Nineteenth.  That  of  all  the  charges  aimed  at  and  intended  to  discredit 
Francis  Feehan  not  a  single  one  bears  the  official  approval  of  a  local  union. 

**  Twentieth.  That  of  all  alleged  violations  of  agreement  which  Francis 
I-Vchan  is  accu5*ed  of  having  sanctioned  not  one  instance  is  cited  where  any  of 
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the  alleged  violations  wero  brought  to  the  attention  of  Francis  Feehau,  the  dis- 
trict Executive  Board,  a  district  convention,  International  Executive  Board, 
International  convention  or  any  court  in  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  before  being 
embraced  in  the  present  charges. 

'' Twenty -first.  That  of  the  men  who  have  signed  affidavits  calculated  to 
discredit  Francis  Feehan  many  are  foreign  born  and  have  testified  through 
interpreters  that  they  crfuld  not  read  our  joint  agreement  or  constitution,  yet 
they  have  signed  affidavits  saying  that  both  have  been  violated. 

**  Twenty-second.  That  on  direct  examination  some  of  the  affiants  have 
given  testimony  in  contradiction  to  that  contained  in  their  affidavits,  making  it 
clear  that  they  did  not  know  what  was  in  the  affidanta  when  they  signed  them. 

*' Twenty -third.  That  Michael  Barry,  ex-vigilante  and  signer  of  affidavit, 
in  which  he  affirms  Feehan  allowed  the  operation  of  a  pate  dump  at  the  Mari- 
anna  mine  in  violation  of  the  agreement,  admits  on  direct  examination  that  the 
statement  contained  in  his  affidavit  is  not  true. 

**  Twenty-fourth.  That  Thomas  Snowball,  on  direct  examination,  gives 
testimony  which  disproves  the  truthfulness  of  his  affidavit. 

"Twenty-fifth.  That  Joseph  Clancy,  John  AVilkes,  John  Blotnek,  A.  L. 
Davis  and  others,  whose  affidavits  are  used  by  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  associates 
to  prove  their  charges,  did  not  appear  before  the  International  Executive  Board 
in  support  of  their  affidavits,  notwithstanding  some  of  them  are  known  to  have 
been  in  the  city  during  this  investigation,  and  despite  the  fact  that  the  Inter- 
national Executive  Board  agreed  to  bear  the  expense  of  bringing  them  here  to. 
testify. 

**  Twenty-sixth.  That  Steve  Kiewech,  while  employed  as  an  International 
Organizer,  was  active  in  securing  many  of  the  affidavits  which  are  used  to  sup- 
port the  charges  against  Francis  Feehan. 

**  Twenty-seventh.  That  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  associate  officers  have 
taken  it  upon  themselves  to  lead  a  secession  movement  in  District  No.  5  and 
base  their  justification  for  so  doing  upon  the  charges  lodged  against  Francis 
Feehan. 

**  Twenty-eighth.  That  during  the  hearing  of  this  trial  Robert  Gibbons  and 
his  associate  officers  have  repeatedly  refused  to  accept  responsibility  for  the 
charges  lodged  against  Francis  Feehan. 

**  Twenty-ninth.  That  upon  the  request  of  Francis  Feehan,  Robert  Gibbons 
refused  to  take  the  witness  stand  during  this  trial  and  allow  Francis  Feehan  to 
question  him  as  to  liis  position  in  the  factional  controversy. 
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*  *  Thirtieth.  That  all  during  this  controversy  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  asso- 
ciate officers  have  studiously  evaded  the  courts  of  our  own  organization  and 
tried  to  force  their  claims  through  the  civil  courts,  thereby  creating  enormous 
attorney  fees,  which  are  yet  unpaid. 

''Thirty-first.  That  by  their  actions  Kobert  Gibbous  and  his  associate 
officers  have  ignored  and  violated  every  written  law  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and 
every  principle  of  the  trades  union  movement,  and  in  our  Judgment  have  either 
knowingly  or  unknowingly  Ikjcu  the  ngonts  of  a  vilhiinous  plot  to  destroy  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.  of  District  No.  5. 

'*  Thirty -second.  That  Thomas  Sheehau,  a  member  of  the  dual  Executive 
Board,  refused  to  sign  the  charges  presented  to  the  International  Executive 
Board  and  withdrew  from  particijiation  during  the  early  days  of  the  hearing 
of  this  case. 

"Thirty-third.  That  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  associate  officers  have  failed 
miserably  to  substantiate  with  proof  a  single  one  of  their  charges  lodged  against 
Francis  Feehan. 

*  *  Thirty-fourth.  That  Francis  Feehan  has,  by  the  introduction  of  evidence 
and  witnesses,  proven  that  the  evidence  used  by  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  official 
associates  to  support  their  charges  is  nothing  more  than  a  combination  of  man- 
ufactured falsehoods. 

'  *  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  lutematioual  Executive  Board  decide : 

*  *  First.  That  Francis  Feehan  is  completely  vindicated  of  the  charges 
lodged  against  him  by  Robert  (Ubbons  and  associate  officers  and  others. 

**  Second.  That  Francis  Feohan,  Van  Bittuer,  Tim  Donovan,  George  Dag- 
ger and  their  official  associates  are  the  legitimate  officers  of  District  No.  5. 

**  Third.  That  all  moneys  and  property  belonging  to  the  district  organiza- 
tion must  be  turned  over  to  the  above  officers. 

**  Fourth.  That  all  local  unions  in  District  No.  5  must  support  the  regular 
ori^anization  or  have  their  charters  revoked. 

**  Fifth.  That  those  local  unions  which  have  not  been  paying  per  capita 
tax  to  either  faction  during  this  controversy  must  pay  up  their  arrearages  to 
Tim  Donovau,  secretary-treasurer  of  District  No.  5. 

*  *  Sixth.  That  the  local  unions  which  have  been  contributing  to  the  Gibbons 
faction  shall  be  reinstated  to  good  standing  upon  the  payment  of  the  district 
and  National  per  capita  lax  and  assessments  for  the  month  of  August,  and  that 
the  questions  of  lurthcr  oxactions  from  thcso  locals  shall  be  left  to  Presidents 
White  and  Feehan  to  decide. 
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**  Seventh.  That  where  the  check-off  is  held  up  by  the  coal  companies  it 
must  be  released  and  paid  over  to  the  officers  of  the  regular  organization. 

*  *  Eighth.  That  the  resident  officers  of  the  International  Union  shall  cause 
to  be  printed  and  circulated  to  all  our  local  unions  your  committee's  findings 
and  your  decision  thereon,  in  order  that  some  of  the  injury  done  Francis  Fee- 
han  may  be  in  a  measure  undone. 

**  Ninth.  That  President  White  be  instructed  to  employ  legal  talent,  if 
necessary,  to  clear  up  any  further  complications  in  connection  with  this  con- 
troversy. Respectfully  submitted, 

** WILLIAM  HARRISON. 
*' WILLIAM  DIAMOND. 
**  FRANK  FARRINGTON. 

*  *  Committee.  * ' 

Clause  6  of  the  Board's  decision  was  referred  to  President  Feehan  an. I 
the  International  President  to   determine.     Our  ruling  is  as  follows: 

'*  Indianapolis,  Tnd.,  October  23,  1911. 
'*To  All  Local  Unions  Heretofore  Affiliated  with  the  Gibbons  Faction  of  Dis- 
trict No.  5,  Pittsburg,  Pa. — Greeting: 

*'We,  the  undersigned,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  the  amoant 
of  taxes  and  assessments  to  be  paid  by  the  said  local  unions  preceding  August  1, 
1911,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  matter,  decide  as  follows:  That  all 
local  unions  heretofore  contributing  to  the  Gibbons'  organization  will  receive 
credit  from  District  No.  5  for  all  taxes  paid  to  Robert  Gibbons  and  associate 
officers. 

''It  must  be  understood  that  the  difference  between  the  amount  paid  the 
Gibbons  faction  and  the  full  amount  due  up  to  August  1  must  be  paid  to  T. 
Donovan,  secretary-treasurer  of  District  No.  5,  and  all  arrearages  due  the 
International  organization  up  to  August  1  must  be  paid  in  full  as  required  by 
the  laws  of  the  organization.  This  applied  to  locals  who  have  withheld  taxes 
and  assessments. 

''We  express  the  hope  that  this  arrangement  will  be  mutually  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned  and  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  the  organization  and  the 
ruling  of  the  International  Executive  Board.  We  also  express  the  hope  that 
hereafter  each  individual  member  from  the  several  local  unions  affected  by  this 
agreement  will  feel  it  incumbent  upon  himself  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  solidify 
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our  forces,  to  the  end  that  our  organization  may  be  made  more  compact  so  that 
our  interests  may  be  more  successfully  protected. 

*  *  With  best  wishes  for  our  future  welfare,  we  are, 
**  Fraternally  yours, 

*'FKANC1S  FEEHAN,  President  District  5. 
**  JOHN  P.  WHITE,  International  President." 
The  terms  of  the  Board 's  decision  were  a  complete  vindication  of  Fran- 
cis  Feehan  in  each  and  every  instance.     The  decision  has  now  been  com- 
plied with  and  thus  the  dual  organization  that  caused  every  one  so  much 
concern  passed  into  history. 

DISTRICT  10. 

A  serious  condition  of  affairs  existed  in  District  10,  Washington,  and 
I  found  upon  taking  charge  of  the  office  of  President  that  there  were  two 
sets  of  officers  clainiing  authority  in  this  district.  The  usefulness  of  the 
movement  was  very  much  impaired;  as  elsewhere  the  interests  of  the  men 
were  lost  sight  of  and  the  efforts  of  the  organization  rendered  ineffective 
insofar  as  protecting  their  rights  were  concerned. 

The  situation  reached  a  climax  early  in  April  and  nearly  2,000  men 
in  the  Boslyn  and  Cle  Elum  fields  suspended  work,  and  for  the  time  .being 
it  looked  as  though  our  movement  would  be  destroyed  and  our  joint  rela- 
tions severed  by  reason  of  this  condition  of  affairs. 

The  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  International  Executive 
Board,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  take  care  of  the  disputes  affecting 
the  rights  of  the  men,  and  pending  an  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Inter- 
national Executive  Board  every  effort  was  made  to  see  that  the  men  were 
given  the  protection  of  the  organization.  As  a  result  of  the  action  of  the 
International  Executive  Board,  Board  Members  Fallon,  District  1;  Farring 
ton,  District  12;  and  Fahey,  District  22,  visited  District  No.  10,  and  after 
holding  conferences  with  both  factions,  took  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the 
district  and  all  parties  agreed  to  abide  by  the  results  of  a  new  election. 
The  entire  matter,  including  the  adjustment  of  disputes,  etc.,  was  carried 
on  and  conducted  by  the  International  representatives  until  the  installation 
of  the  officers  chosen  at  the  new  election. 

RECORDS  OF  ^RESIDENT'S  OFFICE. 

L'pon  taking  charge  of  the  office  of  President,  1  expected  to  find  a  com 
I'lcte  file  of  all  the  important  documents  and  official  correspondence  of  |»ic 
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cediug  admiulstrations.  To  my  surprine  and  astonishment  the  oflScial  cor- 
respondence, typewritten  records  of  tlie  meetings  of  the  International  Ex- 
eeutive  Board,  etc.,  were  not  in  the  ofSce. 

I  do  not  think  it  should  require  any  argument  to  convince  the  dele- 
gates to  this  convention  that  in  harmony  with  the  obligation  your  ofiScers 
take,  they  are  honor  bound  to  surrender  to  their  successors  all  books  and 
other  property  in  their  possession  at  the  close  of  their  official  term.  These 
records  belong  to  the  rank  and  file;  they  pay  for  the  accumulation  of  these, 
data  and  no  one  should  remove  them  to  the  embarrassment  of  his  siiccessors 
and  the  detriment  of  the  membership.  In  order  that  this  condition  of  af- 
fairs may  be  overcome  and  the  organization  better  protected,  I  would  rec- 
ommend that  the  laws  be  so  changed  as  to  make  it  mandatory  upon  the 
heads  of  the  different  departments  to  leave  all  official  correspondence  and 
records  affecting  the  organization,  and  be  required  under  penalty  of  expul 
sion  from  membership  in  the  union  to  surrender  them  to  their  successors. 

While  I  have  been  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office  without 
these  documents,  there  have  been  times  Tvhen  I  would  have  appreciated 
it  had  I  been  in  possession  of  the  records  of  previous  administrations  and 
the  official  correspondonce  in  many  important  cases  that  had  been  cxchangc«'' 
brtwven  the   President  and  tho  subordinate  branches. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  attention  of  the  International  organization  was  directed  to  the 
complaint  of  a  number  of  local  unions  in  Illinois  that  their  vote  was  not 
included  in  the  International  Tellers'  report  of  the  1910  election.  1  could 
give  no  satisfactory  explanation  of  why  the  vote  of  the  forty-nine  local 
unions  was  not  recorded. 

The  officers  and  local  unions  of  District  12  insisted  on  a  rigid  investiga- 
tion, and  the  matter  was  presented  to  the  International  Executive  Board. 
The  officers  of  District  12  ajjpeared  and  presented  their  case  and  the  Board 
instructed  the  President  to  appoint  a  ooniniittee  of  three  to  make  an  in- 
vestigation and  report.  The  proceedings  were  taken  verbatim  and  pub- 
lished in   the  United   Mine   Workers'  Journal. 

The  investigation  of  tlu»  ecMnniitteo  r«*voahMi  that  the  forty-nine  local 
unions  referred  to  cast  ll..'»ril  volfs  for  President,  of  wliich  John  P.  AVhito 
received  10,.'):^  1  mul  T.  L.  Lewis  820,  or  a  majority  for  Wliite  of  9,711. 

Tndieations  are  tliat  the  vote  of  other  hirge  local  unions  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country  was  interfered  with  and  money  used  to  intluence  the 
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election.  This  is  iinleotl  a  «leplomble  slate  of  alTairs,  and  those  who  will 
resort  to  such  corrupt  practices  and  whose  connection  therewith  can  be 
proven  without  any  question  of  doubt  should  be  expelled  from  the  organi- 
zation. The  vote  of  every  local  union  must  be  accounted  for,  and  if  we  can- 
not have  honest  elections  dissolution  will  follow.  If  deemed  advisable  it 
might  be  well  to  authorize  the  Board  tp  make  a  further  investigation. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  by  which  we  are  now 
governed  no  longer  meets  the  needs  and  requirements  of  our  organization. 
It  has  caused  many  misunderstandings  and  serious  controversies  as  a  result 
of  its  defectiveness  and  should  be  made  to  conform  to  clear  and  practical 
expressions  that  would  not  be  susceptible  to  more  than  one  interpretation. 

I  think  it  will  require  but  little  argument  to  convince  you  that  this 
important  document  should  clearly  define  the  duties  of  the  officers;  draw 
the  lines  of  jurisdiction  between  the  subordinate  branches  and  the  Inter- 
national Union;  define  the  status  of  expelled  members;  state  the  proper 
method  of  appeal;  provide  for  the  revocation  of  charters  and  such  other  vital 
!>ubjects  which  frequently  cause  so  much  friction  in  the  various  branches 
ol  our  organization.  Many  of  its  provisions  would  require  but  slight 
change  to  make  them  clear  and  specific,  and  I  hope  our  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution will  pay  particular  attention  to  this  important   work. 

CONVENTIONS  AND  REPRESENTATION. 

A  matter  of  much  concern  in  recent  years  is  the  cost  of  transacting 
our  business  and  the  numerous  conventions  which  make  our  policy  cumber- 
some. I  would  suggest  that  this  convention  seriously  consider  the  feasi- 
bility of  changing  the  basis  of  representation  and  also  of  holding  the  con 
ventions  biennially  instead  of  annually. 

While  our  movement  has  accomplished  a  wonderful  work,  it  has  reached 
a  place  where  it  is  costing  the  mine  workers  of  this  country  entirely  too 
much  money  to  transact  their  affairs  and  is  the  subject  of  a  good  deal  of 
criticism.  I  am  convinced  that  retrenchment  in  this  direction  along  prac- 
tical lines,  consistent  with  the  business  needs  of  our  organization,  will  meet 
with  the  hearty  approval  of  the  membership. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


52 

.lOUKNAL. 

Our  official  organ,  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal,  has  never 
been  the  success  it  should  be  in  disseminating  the  knowledge  of  our  craft  and 
the  interests  of  labor  everywhere,  because  our  members  have  refused  to  make 
it  so  by  their  failure  to  subscribe  for  the  same. 

Kealizing  sonio  of  tiic  disadvantages  under  which  the  Journal  and  it6 
management  have  been  working,  I  resolved,  so  far  as  it  lay  within  my  power, 
to  do  everything  I  could  to  increase  the '  circulation  of  the  Journal  and  en- 
deavor to  make  it  represent  the  sentiment  of  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organi- 
zation. The  editor  and  business  manager  were  given  the  fullest  latitude  to 
[fublish  the  paper  in  harmony  with  the  constitution  and  to  the  advancement 
of  the  membership. 

I  endeavored  to  eliminate  the  objections  heretofore  existing  that  it  was 
used  in  the  personal  interest  of  the  administration,  and  think  the  columns  of 
the  Journal  will  bear  out  this  statement,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  President  to  usurp  them,  and  it  has  been  my  desire  to 
see  its  pages  free  from  personal  controversy. 

In  speaking  of  the  success  of  the  Journal,  T  am  not  altogether  consider- 
ing it  from  the  standpoint  of  revenue,  for  if  we  can  increase  its  circulation, 
we  are  naturally  strengthening  the  organization.  While  it  is  highly  necessary 
that  we  do  everything  we  can  to  have  the  Journal  meet  expenses,  if  means 
could  be  found  to  increase  the  circulation,  I  am  sure  it  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  factors  in  building  up  the  membership  that  we  could  have  at  our  com- 
mand. 

A  matter  I  wish  to  bring  to  your  attention  is  the  urgent  and  frequent  de- 
mand of  our  foreign-speaking  members  to  have  the  Journal  published  in  the 
foreign  languages.  This  has  been  considered  by  previous  conventions  only  to 
be  referred  to  the  International  Executive  Board  without  results.  This  con- 
vention should  determine  the  status  of  the  Journal  in  this  as  in  all  other  re- 
spects. Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  Secretary's  report  of  the  Journal  re- 
ceipts, etc. 

WESTERN  FEDERATION  OF  MINERS. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  mention  that  our  relations  with  the  Western  Federa- 
tion of  Miners  have  been  m(»st  cordial  and  pleasant  and  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  welfare  of  th?  two  t»rganizations  a  spirit  of  co-operation  has  been 
manifested  which,  I  trust,  will  continue. 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  report  that  there  has  been  oi-jranized  within  the  A. 
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F.  of  L.  a  department  of  iiiiuing  whieli  is  of  vital  imjjortance  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  and  the  United  Mine  Workers.  A  full  and 
complete  account  of  this  will  be  given  in  the  report  of  the  delegates  who  at- 
tended the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention.  It  is  another  step  in  the  direction  of 
progress  and  solidarity  so  mucli  desired  hy  the  membership  of  these  two  or- 
ganizations. 

WORLD'S  MINING   CONGRESS. 

In  1909  the  convention  discontinued  our  atliliation  with  the  World's  Min- 
ing Congress.  I  have  always  felt  that  this  was  a  serious  mistake  and  am  con- 
fident that  a  great  amount  of  good  would  redound  to  the  organization  and  a 
better  and  broader  understanding  affecting  the  rights  of  mine  workers  the  world 
over  maintained  by  a  continued  affiliation  with  this  world-wide  movement  of 
mining,  and  to  the  end  that  the  best  results  may  be  secured,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  empowered  to  renew  our  affiliation  and 
that  the  convention  proceed  to  elect  delegates  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of 
the  World's  Mining  C'ongress. 

INJUNCTIONS.   , 

I  desire  to  inform  you  that  the  injunction  suit  in  West  Virginia  is  still 
pending,  the  matter  having  been  appealed  by  us  to  the  Supreme  Court.  This 
was  done  by  authority  of  the  International  Executive  Board  after  having  our 
attorney  appear  and  explain  the  situation. 

It  would  seem  that  labor's  enemies  who  resort  to  the  writ  of  injunction 
to  prevent  the  extension  of  our  movement  endeavor  to  involve  our  organization 
in  an  endless  chain  of  litigation  in  the  hope  that  the  long,  tedious  delays  inci- 
dent thereto,  together  with  the  constant  drain  upon  our  finances  will  ])rove  more 
effective  than  any  other  method  by  which  they  can  opi)ose  us. 

While  we  have  on  so  many  occasions  condemned  the  issuing  of  injunctions 
in  labor  disputes  that  deprive  American  citizens  of  their  ('onstitutional  rights 
and  liberties  and  political  parties  and  politicians  have  voiced  their  sentiments, 
it  has  been  of  little  or  no  avail  as  the  records  will  show.  The  frequency  with 
which  injunctions  are  issued  proves  that  their  effectiveness  is  relied  upon  by  the 
employer  who  profits  thereby.  We  may  denounc«^  the  courts  for  issuing  these 
writs,  but  like  many  of  the  wrongs  which  labor  is  compelled  to  suffer  they  will 
only  l>e  eliminated  when  labor  itself  assorts  its  political   power. 
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MACHINE  MINED  COAL. 

Ah  you  will  observe  by  the  report  of  our  international  Statistician,  ma- 
chine mining  or  the  production  of  ninchine-mined  coal  is  still  increasing  at  a 
rapid  rate,  and  the  importance  of  thin  matter  should  not  be  overlooked  when 
adjusting  wage  scales  in  the  various  districts,  for  it  can  be  readily  discerned 
that  the  machine  is  fast  displacing  the  skilled  miner  with  the  less  experienced 
laborer,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  machines  used,  as  well  as  the  in- 
creased production,  presents  a  problem  that  should  receive  our  thoughtful  con- 
sideration. 

Tlie  organization,  while  not  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  labor-saving 
niacljinory,  must  put  forth  every  eflfort  to  establish  equitable  differentials  for 
the  machine  and  pick-mined  coal. 

In  the  year  1910,  there  were  13,254  machines  in  uSe,  producing  174,012,- 
293  tons,  or  41.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  coal  production,  an  average  for  each 
machine  of  13,129  tons. 

CASUALTIES  OF  THE  COAL  MINES. 

Your  attention  is  also  directed  to  the  tabic  in  the  Statistician's  report 
showing  the  fatal  and  non-fatal  accidents  in  the  coal  mines,  and  you  will  note 
that  the  death  toll  is  appalling,  notwithstanding  that  the  organization  has 
put  forth  a  great  deal  of  effort  to  have  enacted  better  mining  laws,  in  the  hope 
of  surrounding  the  miner  with  more  and  better  safeguards,  let  according  to 
these  figures,  the  slaughter  in  the  mines  is  terrible,  and  while  the  Department 
of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  and  the  several  state  governments  are  no  doubt  en- 
deavoring to  minimize  these  subterranean  horrors,  it  would  appear  that  human 
life  is  held  too  cheap,  and  when  we  compare  the  casualt^ies  in  the  coal  mines 
of  the  United  States  with  those  of  other  nations,  we  find  that  they  are  greater 
than  in  any  other  coal-producing  country. 

Shocking  mine  disasters  occurred  in  central  Pennsylvania;  Pancoast  mine, 
Throop,  Pa.  (anthracite) ;  Banner  mine.  Ala.  (employing  convicts) ;  Cross  Moun- 
tain mine,  Briccville,  Tenii. 

The  scenes  attendinj^  these  eatastroi»hies  are  very  pathetic  and  heart-rend- 
ing and  means  must  bo  foun.i  sooner  or  later,  no  matter  what  the  cost,  to  re- 
duce to  the  lowest  i)ossil)]e  njinimum  these  great  disasters  that  annually  sweep 
thousands  of  our  felhw  workmen  into  untimely  graves. 
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VANCOUVER  ISLAND. 

Duriug  the  early  part  of  my  administration  I  discovered  that  there 
was  a  strong  sentiment  among  the  miners  of  Vancouver  Island  to  become 
members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  and  I  resolved  to  do  my  very  best 
to  extend  the  organization  into  that  field,  and  am  now  able  to  report  the 
establishment  of  a  district  organization,  and  the  indications  are  that  great 
good  will  be  accomplished  and  the  new  district's  prospects  are  promising. 

UNORGANIZED  FIELDS. 

The  plan  most  feasible  for  bringing  abo6l  the  organization  of  the  uu 
organized  fields  of  the  country  is  a  problem  that  should  receive  our  most 
thoughtful  consideration. 

From  my  observations  a  strong  sentiment  for  organization  exists  in 
the  Irwin-Connellsyille  field,  southern  Colorado,  Alabama,  Hopkins  county, 
Kentucky;  Tennessee,  West  Virginia  and  elsewhere.  I  have  been  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  had  we  not  been  hampered  by  the  internal  controversies 
and  the  condition  of  our  finances,  successful  campaigns  could  have  beon 
waged  in  some  of  these  districts  and  the  organization  established. 

An  examination  of  the  affairs  of  our  organization  discloses  the  favt 
that  we  have  been  so  occupied  with  internal  matters  in  the  strong  organ- 
ized districts  that  proper  attention  .has  not  been  given  to  the  important  uu- 
organized  territories,  while  it  can  be  argued  that  vast  sums  of  money  have 
heen  expended  in  certain  unorganized  fields..  A  casual  survey  of  the  de- 
feats the  United  Mine  Workers  have  suffered  in  many  of  these  districts 
xeveals  that  they  are  not  due  altogether  to  the  failure  of  the  men  to  re- 
spond, but  the  cause  is  a  political  one,  as  in  nearly  every  instance  political 
influences  militated  against  the  success  of  the  workers  and  the  domiuaut 
political  parties  were  indifferent  to  the  rights  and  welfare  of  our  people. 
If  we  would  succeed  in  establishing  the  organization  in  some  of  these  dis- 
tricts and  also  protect  it  in  other  fields,  it  might  be  well  for  us  to  consider 
this  phase  of  the  situation. 

ANTHRACITE  SITUATION. 

The  problem  of  organizing  the  anthracite  mine  workers  and  building 
up  a  strong  organization  in  that  field  has  been  a  matter  of  serious  concern 
to  our  movement  for  many  years. 

Upon  taking  charge  of  the  presidency  I  discovered  that  there  was  very 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5G 

little  organization  in  the  anthracite  region,  and  resolved  to  do  what  I  could 
to  revive  the  spirit  of  unionism  in  these  districts.  A  number  of  organizer? 
wore  selected — most  of  whom  w^ere  from  the  anthracite  field — and  placed 
to  work  there  to  try  and  build  up  the  membership,  and  while  we  have  wit- 
nessed some  improvement,  conditions  are  not  as  we  would  like  to  see  them. 

The  small  membership  reported  in  the  anthracite  field  indicates  that 
the  miners  are  indifferent  to  their  surroundings  and  their  failure  to  join 
the  organization  and  support-  it  is  one  of  the  great  reasons  why  they  have 
been  unable  to  secure  the  conditions  they  are  demanding.  With  the  expira- 
tion of  the  award  in  the  anthracite  field  April  1,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  realize  the  condition  that  confronts  them  and  join  the  organization, 
thus  making  success  possible. 

Representatives  of  the  three  anthracite  districts  in  convention  at  Potts- 
ville  in  November  formulated  their  demands,  which  will  be  brought  to  your 
«'ittention  at  the  proper  time. 

It  will  be  our  purpose  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  assist  them 
to  build  up  the  organization  and  protect  their  members,  but  the  future 
success  there  largely  depends  upon  the  anthracite  mine  workers  themselves. 

INTERSTATE  JOINT  MOVEMENT. 

Wage  contracts  will  expire  in  practically  all  of  the  bituminous  mining 
districts  of  the  country,  as  well  as  in  the  anthracite  regions.  Realizing 
thnt  an  effort  should  be  made  to  re-establish  the  interstate  joint  movement, 
which  originally  comprised  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Indiana, 
I  extended  an  invitation  to  the  operators  and  miners  representing  the  four 
states  mentioned  to  convene  in  Chicago,  La  Salle  Hotel,  Thursday,  Decern 
ber  14,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging,  if  possible,  to  issue  a  joint  call  for 
a  wage  conference  at  such  time  and  place  as  could  be  mutually  agreed  upon. 
The  miners  representing  the  four  states  referred  to,  together  with  the  In- 
ternational Executive  Board  and  the  operators  from'  Illinois  and  Indiana 
attended  the  me<.^tiug  on  the  14th.  The  operators  of  western  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  refused  to  attend  this  informal  meeting,  but  indicated  that  they 
were  willing  to  arrange  a  conference  in  which  the  operators  and  miners  of 
western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  would  be  represented. 

The  meeting  at  Chicago  adjourned  after  selecting  a  committee  of  oper- 
ators and  miners  to  wait  upon  the  operators  of  western  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  and  lirge  them  to  attend  a  conference.  At  the  time  of  compiling  this 
report  matters  have  not  progressed  sufSciently  to  incorporate  our  views  on 
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tbis  all-important  matter,  and  this  information   will  be  imparted  to  you  in 

a  Supplemental  Report. 

COMMENT. 

My  election  to  the  presidency  developed  much  opposition  and  a  great 
deal  of  effort  was  put  forth  to  prevent  my  administration  from  being 
successful  in  dealing  with  the  serious  problems  inlierited  and  those  which  arose 
during  the  year. 

Through  it  all  I  never  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  I  was  deeply  indebted 
to  the  great  membership  who  had  honored  me  with  their  confidence  and  I  re- 
solved to  ignore  those  controversies  that  had  a  tendency  to  promote  discord,  and 
have  sought  by  every  means  at  my  command  to  overcome  the  greatest  evil  that 
the  organization  has  to  contend  with;  viz.,  internal  dissension. 

The  chaotic  conditions  which  existed  in  our  organization  should  impress 
you  with  the  necessity  of  enacting  such  legislation  as  will  prevent  a  repetition 
of  them  and  at  the  same  time  place  this  movement  on  a  more  elevated  plane. 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  the  ex|)iration  of  our  contracts,  and  the  attention  of 
the  membership  and  that  of  the  entire  country  will  be  centered  upon  the  de- 
liberations of  this  convention.  ♦ 

I  am  most  seriously  impressed  with  the  responsibility  we  assume,  and  it  is 
a  time  when  each  and  every  delegate  should  thoroughly  consider  his  duty  to- 
ward those  he  has  the  honor  to  represent.  It  will  remain  for  this  convention 
now,  as  in  the  past,  to  outline  a  policy  that  will  best  meet  the  needs  and  re- 
(}uirement8  of  our  people  and  adopt  a  plan  that  will  redound  to  the  benefit  of 
our  membership  everywhere. 

Our  scale  committee  will  do  well  to  consider  the  responsibility  that  de- 
\olves  upon  it  when  giving  expression  to  policies  that  mean  much  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  I  think  I 
\oice  the  sentiments  of  the  rank  and  file,  it  is  my  opinion  that  our  policy  should 
be  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one  that  there  will  be  no  re- 
ductions from  existing  wage,  contracts  and  we  should  earnestly  strive  for  such 
advancements  as  it  is  within  the  range  of  possibilities  to  secure. 

W'hile  we  will  never  surrender  the  right  to  strike,  we  should  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  some 'of  the  greatest  successes  our  organization  has  ever  achieved 
lay  in  the  channels  of  peace.  When  ]  speak  of  peace,  I  mean  an  ennobling 
peace  where  the  rights  of  our  people  are  wholesomely  respected;  a  greater  and 
broader  recognition  of  their  just  and  legitimate  demands  acknowledged  and 
when  we  can  behold  a  great  army  of  men  intelligently  working  out  the  problems 
that  seem  difficult  to  overcome.  . 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  am  under  lasting  obligations  to  the  district  and  local  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  local  unions  for  the  splendid  co-operation  made  manifest  in  many 
instances  during  my  administration,  and  am  deeply  indebted  to  those  who  have 
endeavored  loyally  to  assist  in  preserving  our  organization. 

My  only  aim  has  been  to  make  the  organization  a  greater  power  for  good 
to  those  who  compose  its  membership,  and  1  am  un\^'illing  to  accept  the  oft 
repeated  statement  that  our  movement  has  not  worked  a  wonderful  change  in 
tlie  life  and  environment  of  the  mine  worker,  and  am  most  firmly  convinced  that 
no  organization  in  the  world  has  done  more  for  its  members  than  has  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  and  when  we  eliminate  the  prejudice  and 
the  jealousies  that  too  often  control  our  feelings  and  substitute  a  desire  to  adopt 
a  policy  of  ^elf-sacrifice  by  keeping  the  organization  and  the  welfare  of  its 
members  above  our  personal  ambitions;  when  we  become  more  concerned  about 
the  success  of  the  organization  than  the  success  of  the  individual,  then  the  basis 
most  desired  will  have  l>een  attained. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  most  cordial  relations  have  prevailed 
ill  our  official  household,  and  T  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  my  associate 
officers  and  members  of  the  International  Executive  Board  for  the  co-operation 
and  assistance  rendered  in  discharging  my  official  duties. 

I  express  the  hope  that  our  deliberations  may  be  characterize<i  by 
a  spirit  of  tolerance  toward  the  views  of  one  another  and  that  we  will 
calmly  and  dispassionately  discharge  the  duties  devolving  upon  us.  I  ask  your 
co-operation  in  directing  the  business  of  this  convention,  and  trust 
when  we  will  have  concluded  our  sessions  that  the  legislation  enacted  will  re- 
flect progress  and  credit  to  those  we  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

RKPOHT  OF  STATISTICIAN  WM.  GREKN. 

To  tlio  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Tweiity-tliird   Annual  Convention  of  tl»o 

United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Brothers.- -In  accordance  with  instructions  from  President  White,  I  here- 
with submit  a  series  of  tabulated  statements  dealing  with  coal  production  in 
both  the  anthracite  and  bituminous  fields,  accidents,  the  number  of  men  killed 
[iCT  thousand  employed,  a  comparison  of  the  dentl)  rate  per  thousand  men  em- 
|)loyed  at  the  coal  mines  of  the  United  States,  and  the  principal  coal  producing 
countries  of  Europe,  and  such  other  statistical  information  as  may  )ye  of  service 
and  interest  to  you. 
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Mueh  of  this  information  relates  to  the  production  for  the  year  1910  aiul 
prior  thereto.  The  reason  for  this  is  because  the  figures  for  1911  are  not  avail- 
able. These  statistics  are  not  compiled  until  the  end  of  each  calendar  year,  and 
inasmuch  as  the  year  1911  has  just  ended,  figures  have  not  been  compiled  set- 
ting forth  the  production,  etc. 

COAL  PEODUCTION. 
The  following  figures  show  the  annual  production  of  both  anthracite  and  bi- 
tuminous coal  for  each  year  since  1900.  Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  great 
increase  in  output  during  1910.  In  the  anthracite  the  increase  in  production 
in  1910  over  the  production  of  1909  was  3,414,887  tons.  This  is  an  increase  in 
quantity  of  4.21  per  cent,  and  an  increase  in  value  of  7.44  per  cent.  The  in- 
crease in  bituminous  production  for  the  same  period  was  37,366,885  tons,  a  gain 
of  9.84  per  cent,  in  quantity  and  15.73  per  cent,  in  value.  The  total  output  for 
the  year  1910  was  501,596,378  tons.  This  is  an  increase  over  1909  of  40,781,762 
tons. 

TOTAL  TONNAGE  PRODITCED. 
Pennsylvania 
Year.  Anthracite.  Bituminous.  Total. 

1900   57,367,915  212,316,112  269,684.027 

1901  . .  . .  : 67,471,667  225,828,149  293,229,816 

1902  41,373,595  260,216,884  301,590,439 

1903  74,607,068  282,749,348  357,356,416 

1904 73,156,709  278,659,689  351,816,39H 

1905  77,659,850  315,062,785  392,722,635 

1906  71,282,411  342,874,867  414,157,278 

1907  85,604,312  394,759,112  480,363,424 

1908  83,268 J.')4  332,573,944  415,842,698 

1909  Sl,070,.^59  379,744,257  4(50,814,616 

1910  »4,4S5,236  417,111,142  r>01,:-)96,378 

The  following  figures  shbw  the  amount  of  eoal  produced  by  niacliines  yincc 

1900.  These  figures  show  the  steady  and  substantial  growth  in  nmchine-niined 
coal  production.  In  the  bituminous  field  machine  mining  is  rapidly  displacing 
the  hand  pick  method.  The  amount  varies  in  different  sections  due  to  thi> 
favorable  or  unfavorable  adaptation  of  the  coal  seam  to  machine  mining.  In 
Mme  states  the  largest  percentage  of  the  total  tonnage  is  produced  by  ma 
chines.  In  Ohio,  which  leads  all  other  states  in  the  jK»reentage  of  maohino 
mined  coal,  j»metically  85  per  cent,  of  its  total  outimt  during  1910  was  niino<| 
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by  machines,  and  uuly  15  per  cent,  by  tin*  hand  i*ick  nietluHl.  It  is  reasonable 
to  presume  that  the  amount  of  coal  mined  by  machine  will  continue  to  increase 
wherever  natural  conditions  are  favorable. 

PKODUCTION   OF  COAL  MINED  BV  MAC111NK8  IN  THE  I'NITED 
STATES   SINCE    1900. 

Total  Average 

Number  Tonnage  Production  Per  Cent. 

Machines  Mined  by  Each  Machine 

Year.                                             in  Use.  Machines.  Machine.    Production. 

1900     3,907  o2,784,.523  13,510  24.86 

2901     4,341  57,843,343  13.32,-)  25.68 

1902     5,418  69,611,582  12.84S  27.09 

1903     6,658  77,974,894  ll,7J2  28.18 

1904     7,663  78.606.997  10,25S  28.20 

1905     9,184  103.396,452  1 1,258  33.69 

1906  10.212  118,847,527  11,638-  35.10 

1907  11,144  137.973,701  12,381  3.1.71 

1908  11,569  123,183,334  10,648  37.52 

1909  13,049  142,496,878  10.920  38.03 

1910  13.254  174.012,293  13,120  41.74 

The  following  table  shows  the  coal  production  of  the  United  States  in  1910 
by  states  and  territories  in  short  tons;  alao  the  average  selling  price  per  ton, 
average  number  of  days  worked,  and  the  average  number  of  men  employed : 
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I  submit  figures  showing  the  coal  production  of  1909  and  1910,  by  states 
and  territories,  together  with  a  comparison  thereof.  Also  the  ])ercentage  of  in- 
crease or  decrease,  if  any,  both  in  value  and  quantity,  with  other  information, 
which  may  be  serviceable  and  interesting. 

n)AL  pRonrcTioN  of  Alabama. 

1909.  1910 

Production   tons   13,703,450  16,091,979 

Value    $16,306/230  $20,209,577 

Increase  in  tonnage,  191(»  2,388,529 

Increase  in  value,  1910 $  3,903,341 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnap:e 17.42 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value 23.94 

ARKANSAS. 

1909.  1910 

Tons    2,377,157  1,905,958 

Value     $  3,523,139             $  2,979,213 

Decrease  in  tonnage  during  1!>I() 471,199 

Decrease  in  value  during  1910  "fJ  543,926 

Per  cent,   of  decrease  in  tonnage   19.8 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  vahio 15.44 

Number  of  men   employid    5,568 

.\verage  number  of  days  worked    128 

("OLORADO. 

1909.  1910 

Tons     10,716,936  11,973,736 

Value    $14,296,012  $17,026,934 

Increase  in   tonnage  during   1910 1,256,800 

Increase  in  value  during  1910 $  2,730,922 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage,    1910   11.73 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value,  1910   19.1 

ILLINOIS. 

1909.  1910 

Tons     50,904,990  45,900,246 

Value    $53,522,014  $52,405,897 

Decrease  in  tonnage    5,004,744 
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1910 

Decrease  in  value   $  1,116,117 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  tonuage  during  191U  9.8 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  value  during  1910  2,1 

Average  value  all  grades  at  all  mines  in  1909 $     1,028.00 

Average  value  all  grades  at  all  mines  in  1910 1,031.00 

Number  of  tons  mined  by  macliine  in  1909   16,407,692 

Number  of  tons  mined  by  machine  in  1910   18,176,254 

Average  number  of  days  worked  in  1909 - 189 

Average  number  of  days  workecl  in   1910    179 

INDIANA. 

1909.  1910 

Tons    14,834,259  18,389,815 

Value    $15,154,681  $20,813,659 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1910  3,555,556 

Increase  in  value  during  1910    $  5,658,978 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage  during  1910 24 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  during  1910   37.34 

Amount  produced  by  machines  during  1910 8,986,495 

Per  cent,  of  total  produced  by  machines   (almost)    50 

Number  of  men  employed  during  1910    21,875 

Average  number  of  days  worked    229 


IOWA. 

1909.  1910 

Tons   7,757,762  7,928,120 

Value  $12,793,628  $13,903,913 

Increase  in   tonnage   during    1910    170,385 

Increase  in  value  during  1910  $  1 ,110,285 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage  during  1910 2.2 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  during  1910    8.68 

Amount  mined  by  machines .  22,158 

Number  of  men  employed 16,666 

Average  number  of  days  worked  during  1910  218 

Number  of  weeks  mines  on  strike  during  1910    6 
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KANSAS. 

1909.  1910 

Tons   6,986,478  4,921,451 

Value    $10,083,384             $  7,914,709 

Decrease  in  tonnage  during  JJ»ln    2,065,027 

Decrease  in  value  during  1910     2,168,765 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  tonnage   ' 29.56 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  value 21.5 

Number  of  men  employed  during   1910   12,870 

Average  number  of  days  worked    148 

KKNTT'CKY. 

1909.  1910 

Tons    10,697,384  14,623,319 

Value    $10,079,917  $14,405,887 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1910   3,925,935 

Increase  in  value  during  1910   $  4,325,970 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in   tonnage    36.7 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value * .  42.92 

Number  of  men  employed    20,316 

Average  number  of  days  worked   .' 221 

MARYLAND. 

1909.  1910 

Tons    4,023,241  5,217,125 

Value    $  4,471,731             $  5,835,058 

Increase  in  tonnage  for  1910    1,193,884 

Increase  in  value  for  1910 $  1,363,327 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage  for  1910   29.67 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  for  1910  30.5 

Number  of  men  employed  during  1910  5,809 

Average  number  of  days  worked  during  1910 270 

Per  cent,  of  pick-mined  coal   97 

Per  cent,  of  machine-mined  coal 3 

TiOngth  of  work  ilay  (hours)   10 
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MICHIGAN. 

1909.  1910 

Tons    1,784,692  1,534,967 

Value   $  3,199,351             $  2,930,771 

Decrease  in  tonnage  for  1910  249,725 

Decrease  in  value  for  1910 $  268,580 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  tonnage  for  1910 14 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  value  for  1910 8.39 

Number  of  men  employed  during  1910   3,575 

Average  number  of  days  worked  during  1910 211 

MISSOURI. 

1909.  1910 

Tons   3,756,530  2,982,433 

Value    $  6,183,620             $  5,328,285 

Decrease  in  tonnage  for  1910   774,097 

Decrease  in  value  for  1910   $  855,341 

Per  cent  of  decrease  in  tonnage  for  1910  20 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  value  for  1910   13.83 

Total  number  of  men  employed  during  1910   9,691 

Number  involved  in  strike  during  1910 7,774 

Average  number  of  days  worked  by  those  on  striko 157 

MONTANA. 

1909.  1910 

Tons   2,553,940  2,920,970 

Value    $  5,036,942             $  5,329,322 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1910 367,030 

Increase  in  value  during  1910 $  1,707,620 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonna^o    14.37 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value 5.8 

NEW  MEXICO. 

1909.  1910 

Tons 2,801,128  3,508,321 

Value    $  3,619,744             $  4,877,151 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1910    707,193 

Increase  in  value  during  1910   $  1,257,407 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage  25.25 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  vplue 35 

M.  Pro.-^. 
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OHIO. 

1909.  1910 

Tom  27,939,641  34,209,668 

Value   $27,789,010  $35,932,288 

Inerease  in  tonnage  during  1910  6,270,027 

Increase  in  value  during  1910 $  8,143,278 

Per  cent  of  increase  in  tonnage  22.44 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value 2v. 

OKLAHOMA. 

1909.  1910 

Tons   3,119,377  2,646,226 

Value   $  6,253,367  $  5,867,947 

Decrease  in  tonnage  during  1910   473,151 

Decrease  in  value  during  1910    $     385,420 

16.17 

6.16 

$  2.00 

2.22 


Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  tonnage 

Per  cent,  of  decrease  in  value 

Average  price  per  ton  during  1909 

Average  price  per  ton  during  1910   

On  strike  in  1910,  five  and  one-half  months. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Anthracite.  Bituminous. 

Tons,   1909    81,059,159  137,966,791 

Tons,  1910    84,485,236  150,521,526 

Value,   1909    $149,415,847  $130,085,237 

Value,   1910    160,275,302  153,029,510 

Increase  in 

tonnage,    1910    3,314,877  12,554,735 

Increase  in 

value,   1910    $  J 1 ,093.713  $  22,944,273 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnaga  during  1910  

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  during  1910   

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  during  1910  (anthracite)    

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  during  1910  (bituminous)    .... 

.Number  of  men  employed   (anthracite)    

Number  of  men  employed   (bituminous)    

Average  number  of  days  worked  during  1910  (anthracite)    .  . 
Average  number  of  days  worked  during  1910  (bituminous)    . . 


Total. 

219,025,950 

235,006,762 

$279,501,084 

313,304,812 

15,969,61L» 

$  34,037,988 
7. 
12.2 
7.4 
17.64 
169.497 
175,403 
22sl 
238 
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TENNESSEE. 

1909.  1910 

Tons 6,358,645  7,121,380 

Value    $  6,920,564            $  7,925,350 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1910  762,735 

Increase  in  value  during  1910 $  1,004,786 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage  12. 

Per  cent,  of  Increase  in  value 41.51 

(Increased  production  largest  in  history  of  state.) 

Number  of  men  employed   11,930 

Average  number  of  days  worked   225 

Two-thirds  of  men  employed  worked  nine  hours  per  day,  and  one-third  worked 
ten  hours  per  day. 

TEXAS. 

1909.  1910 

Tons  1,824,440  1,892,176 

Value    $  3,141,945            $  3,160,965 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1910 67,736 

Increase  in  value  during  1910   $  19,020 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage  during  1910  3.71 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  during  1910 .6 

Number  of  men  employed 4,197 

Average  number  of  days  worked 234 

Length  of  work  day  (hours)    8 

UTAH. 

1909.  1910 

Tons   2,266,899  2,517,809 

Value   $  3,751,810            $  4,224,556 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1910 250,910 

Increase  in  value  during  191 0   $  472,746 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  tonnage  during  1910  11.07 

Per  cent,  of  increase  in  value  during  1910 12.6 

Number  of  men  employed  during  1910   3,053 

Average  number  of   days   worked    260 
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vtaoixiA.  _  ,^,^ 

1909.  1910 

T'.ij*  4.752^17  6^07,997 

Valiut      $  4/251.056  $  5,877,486 

rr.rT«tv    .-i    ":',-i:ig»   u-ring    li*l'.' 1,755,780 

Ii*iT»atM  «i   7 ilzjt:    i-rliig   li*!')    $  1.626,430 

P*r  wi-^   -,f  isAT^AA^  in  tonra^e  d-^rinj:   l!>10 37. 

y*s   •.^-    :f  i^..-»a«e  in   value    Varlri:   !:»1') 38 

-•^lai v*r  -.:?  sniis.  ^mrlovetl 7,264 

A *.  *njf*  JL -.r-.'.er  of  •'lslj*  trorke*! 241 

J-^a^t   :f   T-'.rk   dav   y  ho-ir?  ■    10 

WASillXr.TOX.  _  ,^,^ 

1909.  1910 

7'Af  3.602.263  3,911,899 

V»:vt  $  9.15S.999  $  9,764,465 

iT^rr'^Vi  .  -.  v,r.r..'.if^  during  1910 309,636 

:;i.*r*a.»»»  .r.   ^nlae  dnnng  1910   $      605,466 

r'*r  *^.-.  '.i  inftr^A^  in  tonnage  during  191'"*   8.6 

r'*T  ♦i^r.r.  r,f  increase  in  value  during  1910   6.61 

yi;er.r.^7  <it  Tr.f:n  ereployeii  during  1910  6,314 

*.-*ri((*   r.-rr.h-^r  of  da\-s  worked    256 

WEST    VIKGINIA.  ^    ^  ,^,^ 

1909.  1910 

T',r.*    ol.S49.220  61,671,019 

V4i  -.^    $44,661,716  $56,665,061 

U.^^msi^,  ii:  tonnage  during  1910   9,821,799 

yn/reAi!*-  in  value  during  1910 $12,003,345 

\'«:T  f'.trui.  C)i  increase  in  tonnage  during  1910 18.9 

Vf-T  t'(-ui.  (,f  incre:iJ«e  in  value  during  1910   26.88 

WYOMING. 

1909.  1910 

Tons   6,393,109  7,538,088 

Value    $  9.S96.84S  $11,706,187 

f ncreaTif  in  tonnnge  during  1010   1,139,979 

Increa«o  in  viilue  during  1910 $  1,809,339 

Per  ci'Xxi.  of  inrn-ase  in  tonnage  during  1910 17.38 

iVr  r-Mit.  (if  increase  in  vnlue  during  1910 18.28 

N'liinl.'T  of  men  enij»loyed  during  1910 7,771 

Length  of  work  day  (hours)   8 
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I  submit  herewith  figures  showiDg  the  average  selling  price  of  anthracite 
coaly  and  the  per  cent,  of  increase  received  by  the  anthracite  mine  workers,  for 
each  month  since  April,  1908,  as  provided  for  by  the  award  of  the  Anthracite 
Strike  Commission.  This  increase  is  in  addition  to  the  10  per  cent,  advance  given 
in  1902,  and  accrues  as  a  result  of  the  operation  of  the  sliding  scale. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  Ex- President  Mitchell,  submitted  in  1907, 
when  he  was  retiring  from  office,  the  result  of  the  operation  of  the  sliding  scale 
was  given  for  each  month,  from  April,  1903,  to  and  including  the  month  of 
December,  1906.  Since  that  time  no  figures  have  been  submitted.  It  was  my 
purpose  to  complete  the  record  by  preparing  the  figures  for  your  information 
from  December,  1906,  the  month  when  the  last  report  was  made,  up  until 
November  30,  1910,  the  end  of  our  fiscal  year.  I  found  I  was  unable  to  do  this 
because  the  monthly  reports  for  the  time  intervening  between  December,  1906, 
and  March  1,  1911,  are  not  on  file  in  the  international  office.  I  secured  the 
reports,  however,  from  April,  1908,  to  March,  1911,  from  President  Dempsey, 
of  District  No.  3,  and  so  these,  together  with  the  monthly  reports  received  at 
the  international  office  since  March,  1911,  are  included  in  this  report.  I  regret, 
however,  because  these  reports  are  not  on  file-  in  the  international  office,  the 
period  between  December,  1906,  and  April,  1908,  are  not  included  in  this  re- 
port, and,  to  that  extent,  leaves  the  record  incomplete.  We  are  endeavoring, 
however,  to  secure  these  missing  reports,  to  be  filed  at  headquarters  for  future 
reference.  You  will  observe  that  the  average  selling  price  of  coal  for  Novem- 
ber, 1911,  is  the  highest  since  the  award  of  the  Anthracite  Strike  Commission, 
and  for  two  consecutive  months  the  advance  has  been  8  per  cent.  This  is  the 
largest  amount  of  advance  the  anthracite  mine  workers  have  received  under 
the  operation  of  the  sliding  scale  since  the  award  of  the  Anthracite  Strike 
ConmiiBsion,  eight  years  ago.  April,  1906,  is  the  only  month  previously  in 
which  this  amount  was  equaled. 

Average    Selling       Per  Cent,  of 
Year.  Month.  Price  of  Coal.  Increase. 

1908  April    $4.44  0 

1908  May   4.50  0 

1908  June 4.56  1 

1908  July  4.63  2 

1908  August    4.69  3 

1908  September    4.80  6 

1908  October   4.83  6 

1908  November   4.86  7 
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Average   Selling 

Year.  Month.                                          Price  of  Coal. 

1908  December    4.85 

1909  January    4.85 

1909  February    4.82 

1909  March  4.76 

1909  April     4.44 

1909  May    4.50 

1909  June    4.56 

1909  July   4.62 

1909  August    4.68 

1909  September    4.76 

1909  October   4.85 

1909  November   4.84 

1909  ^     December  4.86 

1910  .    January   4.86 

1910  February 4.82 

1910  March    4.73 

1910  April 4.44 

1910  May   4.49 

1910  June    4.59 

1910  July 4.64 

1910  August   4.68 

1910  September     4.76 

1910  October 4.81 

1910  November    4.86 

1910  December    4.87 

1911  January    4.84 

1911  February    4.81 

1911  March    4.74 

1911  April    4.50 

191 1  May   4.55 

1911  June    4.59 

1911  July   4.65 

1911  August    4.70 

191 1  September    4.84 

191 1  October    4.91 

1911  November   4.92 


Per  Cent,  of 
Increase. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  fatalities  in  and  about  coal  mines 
within  the  states  and  territories  since  1900,  while  the  large  number  killed  each 
year,  as  shown  by  these  figures,  is  appalling,  it  does  not  include  the  number  in- 
jured. In  1910  2,838  men  were  killed.  This  number  was  exceeded  in  the  year 
3907  only,  when  the  number  killed  was  3,200.  The  figures  become  the  more  as- 
tounding when  we  learn  that  since  1900,  during  a  period  of  eleven  years,  24,037 
lives  have  been  sacrificed  in  and  around  the  coal  mines  of  our  country. 

This  extraordinary  loss  of  life  shows  most  convincingly  the  danger  which 
constantly  attends  the  miner  while  at  work,  and  how  cheap  is  human  life.  Little 
does  the  public  know  the  tremendous  sacrifices  in  life  and  health  made  by  the 
thousands  of  coal  miners  daily.  Neither  do  they  comprehend,  while  enjoying 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  the  benefits  of  our  modem  civilization  derived  from 
the  daily- use  of  the  thousands  of  tons  of  coal,  the  awful  price  paid  in  human 
life  and  human  suffering,  in  order  that  there  might  be  supplied  the  energy, 
power,  heat  and  warmth  necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  industry,  and  the 
wants  of  the  people  generally. 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves.  They  are  hard,  cold,  stubborn  facts.  No 
body  of  men  among  those  who  make  up  our  country's  great  industrial  army 
of  wage  earners,  risks  more  or  contributes  more  toward  the  welfare  of  society, 
f-.nd  is  paid  less  proportionately  therefor,  than  the  miners.  The  following  table 
ought  to  be  profoundly  impressive,  and  very  interesting  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  conservation  of  human  life: 
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The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  per  thousand  men  employed  at 
coal  mines  in  the  United  States,  and  the  principal  coal  producing  countries  in 
Europe,  from  1900,  to  and  including  1910.  A  comparison  of  these  figures  shows 
tlie  appalling  high  death  rate  in  the  civilized  world.  During  1910,  the  death  rate 
per  1,000  men  employed  in  the  United  States  was  3.91,  while  in  Belgium  it  was 
.95  per  cent.  There  is  no  excuse  for  this,  because  the  mine  operations  of  Belgium 
are  equally  or  more  dangerous  than  in  the  United  States.  Their  shafts  are  deeper, 
involving  the  difficult  problems  of  ventilation,  timbering,  equipment,  etc.  The 
same  is  true  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Prussia.  That  there  is  a  tremendous 
waste,  both  in  our  mineral  resources  and  human  life,  attending  the  operation 
of  coal  mining  in  the  United  States,  which  could  be  avoided,  is  known  to  all 
those  in  touch  with  the  mining  industry.  Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  keen  compe- 
tition among  mine  owners,  and  much  is  due  to  a  lack  of  proper  legislation,  both 
Federal  and  state,  relating  to  the  operation  of  mines.  Cheapness  and  waste 
seem  to  rule  in  the  production  of  coal,  our  nation 's  most  necessary  and  valuable 
asset.    How  long  this  is  to  continue  is  for  the  public  to  determine. 

The  conser\-ation  of  all  our  national  resources  is  highly  necessary,  but  of 
transcendent  importance  is  the  conservation  of  human  life.  The  following  fig- 
ures are  a  terrible  and  awful  indictment  of  the  unscientific  methods  employed 
in  coal  mining  in  the  United  States. 

DEATH  RATE  PER  THOUSAND  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  AT  COAL  MINES 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  THE  PRINCIPAL  COAL-PRO- 
DUCING COUNTRIES  OF  EUROPE,  1900-1910. 

United    Great  Britain 
Year.         States,     and  Ireland.         France.  Austria.         Prussia.       Belgium. 

1900  , 3.28  L29  1.42  .92  2.25  1.0(i 

1901  3.19  1.3()  1.21  1.25  2.34  1.17 

1902  3.65  1.24  1.09  1.13  1.99  1.07 

1903  3.06       '  1.26  1.02  .77  1.92  1.14 

1904  3.32  1.24  1.07  .95  1.80  .9.'? 

1905  3.49  1.35  1.04  1.51  1.86  .91 

1906  3.30  1.29  7.17  1.07  1.97  .95 

1907  4.70  1.31  1.10  1.11  2.40  1.04 

1908  3.55  1.32  .91  .89  2.71  1.07 

1909  3^6  1-t3  1.17  1.04  2.04  .95 

1910  3.91  ....  ....  ....  1.98  .95 
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J  lan^  «b«(HkTor€4  to  fabmit  in  this  statisdcml  r^M>it  the  important  facts  of 
•n«b.  ^v^K^yKT.^'A  isL  ^\  •^^-prc*daeing  seetions  of  oar  eoontrj.  There  are  many 
\^Mr  Uacasvk.  wxz.  as  freight  rates,  market  information,  eCe^  that  might  be  in- 
'Jiaftfft  J3,  z  Tec^Mrt.  of  this  kind.  Information  of  this  eharaeter,  however,  re- 
wx^^M  X  'm^skj:Ji  of  detail  in  order  to  make  it  understandable,  and,  while  we  have 
ftm^T^  mxuik  information  dealing  with  this  feature  of  eoal  production,  it 
^\nut  nrjvtr^  au'^re  time  than  I  could  possiblj  give  to  the  preparation  of  this 
•t^?^.  V.  •Am^iXe  airi^urate  and  reliable  data  setting  forth  this  detailed  infor- 

I  'tak,^*  «c4eavored  to  compile  the  statistical  information  contained  in  this 
report  hi  %  rhr.ple  and  practical  way,  so  that  it  may  be  easily  understood.  I 
truvt  it  wii.  b^  both  interesting  and  profitable  to  the  entire  membership. 

Vifje-Prerident  Hayes  read  the  following  annual  report: 

REPORT  OF  VU'K  PRESIDKNT  HAYES. 

To   the    Representatives   of   the   Twenty-third    Annual    Convention,   United 

Mine  Workers  of  America: 

Greeting: — In  accord  with  established  custom,  it  is  with  pleasure,  I 
again  submit  a  brief  resume  of  my  work  as  your  Vice-President.  It  is  not 
my  purpose  in  this  report  to  recommend  policies  or  laws  for  the  government 
of  our  union,  as  such  authority  is  vested  in  the  President,  who  will,  no  doubt, 
ably  outline  his  views  on  the  very  important  questions  engrossing  the  atten- 
tion of  our  membership  at  this  time.  I  do  not  intend  to  burden  you  with  a 
chronological  review  of  all  places  visited,  nor  take  time  reporting  petty 
details  of  a  considerable  number  of  matters  I  have  handled  that  are  of  no 
general  interest  or  concern,  but  shall  content  myself  with  mention  of  the  nature 
and  scope  of  my  work  of  a  general  character,  together  with  a  few  observations 
on  questions  of  vital  import  to  our  craft  and  ifnion. 

I>urinf(  the  year  just  closed  I  traveled  approximately  thirty  thousand 
ffiilrs;  addressed  a  little  more  than  one  hundred  meetings  in  practically  all 
;;arts  of  our  jurisdiction;  attended  several  district  and  sub-district  conven- 
tions; r^articipated  in  a  considerable  number  of  joint  conferences,  besides 
directintr  the  work  of  the  organizers  and  assisting  in  the  general  executive 
work  of  the  organization. 

FIELD    WORKERS. 

Bej^nning  with  the  administration  of  President  White,  on  April  1st,  the 
fi*'ld  workers  were  instructed  by  him  to  report  weekly  to  my  office  and   to 
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work  under  my  direction.  In  harmony  with  this  program  I  have  been  in 
close  touch  with  the  field  workers  during  the  past  year,  and,  with  their 
assistance,  have  made  every  possible  endeavor  to  extend  the  scope  and  in- 
fluence of  our  organization  into  the  non-union  and  partly  organized  fields. 
Considering  the  difficulties  under  which  our  administration  labored,  the  lack 
of  adequate  funds,  industrial  depression,  numerous  strikes,  etc.,  we  have 
made  a  reasonable  degree  of  progress  in  this  direction  as  the  report  of  our 
Secretary-Treasurer  will  show.  I  feel  confident  that  in  the  coming  year, 
if  industrial  conditions  are  not  too  unfavorable,  we  will  be  able  to  exceed 
all  previous  records  in  the  matter  of  membership.  Our  organizers  have  been 
stationed  entirely  in  the  non-union  and  partly  organized  fields,  with  the 
exception  of  those  districts  where  dual  organizations  and  open  rebellion 
against  the  international  and  district  organizations  prevailed.  In  such  in- 
stances it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  send  representatives,  and  they  were 
few  in  number,  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  organization  and  tGt  fearlessly 
combat  the  forces  that  were  jeopardizing  and  slowly  but  surely  destroying 
the  power  and  influence  of  our  movement.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  report 
that  at  this  time  we  have  organizers  in  practically  all  the  non-union  mining 
fields  of  the  country,  diligently  propagating  the  principles  of  unionism  and 
laying  the  groundwork  for  the  day  that  will  inevitably  come  when  every 
mine  worker  in  the  land  will  be  enrolled  under  the  banner  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America. 

UNORGANIZED  MINING  FIELDS. 

The  problem  of  establishing  the  organization  on  a  firm  basis  in  the 
non-union  mining  fields  is  one  that  must  always  command  our  best  thought 
and  attention.  The  old  saying  that  a  chain  is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest 
link  applies  forcibly  to  our  movement,  and  our  future  progress  is  largely 
dependent  on  our  success  in  thoroughly  unionizing  the  coal  industry.  We 
find  in  the  states  of  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennes- 
see and  Alabama  approximately  150,000  mine  workers,  the  vast  majority  of 
Mhom  are  unorganized  and  utterly  helpless  in  meeting  the  encroachments  of 
organized  wealth.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  considerable  number  of 
operators  in  these  unorganized  states  seem  to  be  laboring  under  the  delusion 
that  the  establishment  of  the  organization- in  their  respective  fields  means 
the  ruination  of  their  properties  and  the  enforced  idleness  of  their  mines, 
that  it  is  a  conspiracy  engineered  by  northern  miners  to  retard  the,  legitimate 
growth  of  their  trade,  and  probably,  until  we  are  successful  in  our  efforts 
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to  orgsoiz^  these  fields,  or  until  they  become  more  enlightenedi  they  will 
continae  to  paj  out  vast  sums  of  money  each  year  to  guards,  deteetiveB 
and  unscrupulous  politicians  for  protection  from  this  imaginary  evlL  In 
dealing  with  this  proposition  we  have  made  it  clear  to  both  sides  that  it 
is  not  our  intention  to  unionize  these  fields  for  the  purpose  of  strangling  com- 
petition with  the  operators  in  the  northern  states,  nor  to  establish  prohibi- 
tive wages  and  conditions,  viewed  from  a  competitive  standpoint,  that  will 
keep  their  product  out  of  its  most  favorable  market.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  if  we  adopted  such  a  short  sighted  policy  it  would  act  as  a  boomerang 
and  would  hit  our  cause  and  the  men  we  organize  harder  than  it  would  the 
operators,  inasmuch  as  it  would  greatly  limit  the  output  of  these  fields, 
deprive  the  men  of  work  and  cause  them  more  hardship  than  they  now 
suffer.  Such,  of  course,  is  not  our  intention,  all  reports  and  wild  statements 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  in  the  making  of  any  wage  scale  these 
economic  facts  must  and  will  be  taken  into  consideration.  Every  mining 
district  in  the  country  has  a  natural  market  and  an  inherent  right  to  the 
same,  and  we  are  well  aware  of  the  peculiar,  geographical  location  of  those 
particular  fields,  and  in  deviling  with  this  complex  problem  we  fully  realize 
that  we  are  face  to  face  with  a  condition  and  not  a  theory,  and  must  meet 
it  with  reason  and  intelligence,  and  with  the  sincere  desire  to  be  construc- 
tive and  not  destructive,  to  build  up  and  not  to  tear  down,  until,  at  least,  in  the 
evolution  of  things,  now  being  hastened*  by  intelligent,  world  wide  discontent, 
universal  co-operation  shall  supplant  the  present  inefficient  system  of  competi- 
tion, with  all  its  waste,  brutality  and  utter  disregard  for  the  higher  and  nobler 
phases  of  our  common  life. 

ANTHRACITE  REGION. 

I  had  the  opportunity  during  the  past  year  of  devoting  some  time  and 
attention  to  a  study  of  conditions  in  the  anthracite  region,  and  regret  to 
report  that  our  membership  in  this  field  has  remained  practically  stationary, 
although  during  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year  there  were  unmistakable 
signs  of  an  awakening  throughout  this  region.  This  condition  is  due  largely 
to  indifference  of  the  men,  and  the  work  of  company  agents  and  paid  hire- 
lings, masquerading  under  the  cloak  of  unionism,  who  lose  no  opportunity 
to  misrepresent  and  vilify  the  organization  and  its  officials,  striving  at  all 
times  to  prejudice  the  men  and  the  public  against  the  one  institution  in  the 
hnthracite  that  has  courageously  stood  for  living  wages,  improved  conditions 
of  cra])loyn)ent  and  a  higher  standard  of  citizenship  for  all  men  employed  in 
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the  mining  industry.  The  coal  industry  in  these  fields  approaches  nearer 
the  ideal  of  the  trust,  i.  e.,  the  absence  of  competition  in  the  marketing  of 
the  prodnct.  than  any  other  coal  field  in  the  country,  and  while  I  have  no 
fanlt  to  find  with  this  natural  evolution  of  industry,  I  maintain  it  is  an 
additional  reason  why  the  anthracite  operators  can  well  afford  to  meet  the 
reasonable  demands  recently  formulated  by  the  anthracite  mine  workers, 
especially  so,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  men  in  this  field  have  received  no 
advance  in  wages  or  improvement  in  working  conditions  since  1902,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  cost  of  living  has  increased  by  leaps  and  bounds  since  that 
time.  There  are  approximately  170,000  men  and  boys  employed  in  this 
region,  the  greater  number  of  whom  are  unorganized,  but  who,  at  one  time, 
were  members  of  our  union,  but  despite  this  fact,  paradoxical  as  it  may  seem, 
the  sentiment  of  the  great  majority  of  these  men  is  favorable  to  the  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  our  organization.  Our  organizers  have  carried  on  a 
diligent  agitation  campaign  in  this  field  all  year,  and  from  now  on  I  believe 
their  work  will  yield  greater  results,  in  the  way  of  membership,  due,  in 
large  part,  to  the  proximity  of  a  new  contract  period.  There  are  a  consider- 
able number  of  men  in  the  anthracite  region  who  have  remained  loyal  to  the 
union  since  its  inception,  and  their  allegiance  and  devotion  to  the  cause, 
under  all  circumstances,  is  the  one  bright  spot  on  the  anthracite  horizon. 

While  many  of  our  members  may  be  disposed  to  find  fault  with  the 
numerical  strength  of  our  union  in  this  region,  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  membership  there  is  entirely  voluntary,  unsupported  by  a  check-off, 
and,  moreover,  that  our  strength  in  this  particular  field  is  not  measured 
altogether  by  our  membership,  but  somewhat  by  the  great  public  forces  in 
sympathy  with  our  cause  and  the  passive  support,  at  least,  of  practically  all 
the  mine  workers  in  the  region. 

Before  concluding  this  chapter,  I  wish  to  report  that  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  attending  and  addressing  the  convention  of  District  1,  last  July;  also  the 
Tri-District  convention,  held  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  in  November,  both  conven- 
tions being  very  harmonious  and  all  representatives  firmly  united  on  establish- 
ing our  organization  and  its  principles  throughout  the  anthracite  region. 

VANCOUVER  ISLAND. 

Vancouver  Island  in  the  province  of  British  Columbia,  has  long  been 
known  as  an  unorganized  field  and  considered  a  serious  menace  to  our  move- 
ment in  Canada  and  the  Northwest.  It  is  pleasing  to  make  mention  of  the 
fact  that  this  unorganized  state  of  affairs  is  now  a  matter  of  history,  a  new 
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district,  No.  28,  having  been  formed  there  on  December  5,  last,  which 
means  an  addition  of  several  thousand  members  to  our  ranks  and  a  decided 
strengthening  of  our  movement  throughout  the  Northwest.  Our  organizers 
stationed  there,  report  matters  in  splendid  shape  at  this  time  and  the  out- 
look for  the  future  very  hopeful  and  encouraging. 

MEXICO. 

Our  movement  being  International  in  scope  and  character,  our  attention 
was  directed  to  the  influx  of  Mexican  miners  into  the  coal  and  metal  mining 
regions  of  the  West  and  Southwest,  coming  here,  no  doubt,  to  escape  the 
deplorable  conditions  prevailing  in  Mexican  mines.  This  condition  made  it 
necessary  for  us  to  take  some  cognizance  of  this  evil  before  it  assumed 
larger  proportions.  Our  sister  organization,  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  has  been  face  to  face  with  this  problem  for  some  time,  it  affecting 
the  metal  miners  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  men  engaged  in  the  coal 
industry.  When  this  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  our  Executive 
Board,  last  September,  it  was  decided  to  co-operate  with  the  W.  F.  of  M., 
in  any  way  possible  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  a  remedy  could  be 
found  to  prevent  such  competition  in  labor  and  the  consequent  lowering  of 
the  standard  of  living  now  enjoyed  by  the  miners  in  the  above  mentioned 
region. 

With  this  end  in  view,  last  October,  I  visited  Mexico,  in  company  with 
J.  D.  Cannon,  the  oflScial  representative  of  the  W.  F.  of  M.,  and  Mother 
Jones,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  the  new  o£Scials  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment relative  to  their  position  toward  the  extension  of  our  respective  organi- 
zations into  Mexico.  We  carefully  went  over  our  plans  with  President 
Madero  of  Mexico,  who  gave  us  a  cordial  reception,  and  assured  ns  that 
our  organization  would  not  be  molested  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  so  far 
as  he  was  able  to  prerent  it,  and  that  we  were  wejcome  to  extend  our 
respective  unions  into  his  country. 

We  explained  to  him  the  purposes  of  our  movement  .and  that  our  object 
was  te  raise  the  standard  of  living  among  the  Mexican  miners,  who  are 
veritable  slaves  today,  all  of  which  met  with  his  instant  approval  and  snp- 
]iort.  lie  related  some  of  his  own  experiences  in  the  recent  revolution, 
which  deposed  the  tyrant,  Diaz,  and  said  be  was  at  all  times  anxious  for  his 
poople,  CBpocialy  the  Mexican  peons,  to  enjoy  a  higher  standard  of  life,  agree- 
ing with  our  view  that  such  a  state  of  affairs  could  only  be  brought  about 
by  agitation,  organization  and  education.     If  he  stands  by  these  beliefs. 
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as  expressed  to  us,  seemingly  in  all  sincerity,  we  will  be  in  a  position  in  the 
next  few  years  to  effectively  deal  with  this  Mexican  problem.  We  also  held 
conferences  with  Provisional  President  De  la  Barra  and  Minister  of  Justice 
CaloreSy  who  expressed  views  similar  to  those  held  by  President  Madero. 

To  go  into  the  details  of  our  plans  at  this  time  would  be  inopportune 
and  would  give  public  expression  to  matters  that  are  best  considered  and 
handled  within  our  own  councils.  In  passing,  however,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  remark  that  the  spirit  of  revolt  against  industrial  oppression  is  very,  much 
alive  in  this  greed  cursed  country,  which  has  been  pillaged  and  robbed  for 
centuries  by  the  money  kings  of  the  world.  Since  the  termination  of  the 
recent  revolution,  the  rights  of  free  speech  and  a  free  press  are  again  recognized, 
and  the  forces  of  education  are  training  the  minds  of  the  Mexican  proletariat 
to  think  and  act  along  new  and  progressive  lines,  which  means,  ultimately, 
that  a  regenerated  people  will  arise  out  of  the  slough  of  despond  and  place 
Mexico  among  the  progressive  nations  of  the  world. 

AGITATION  WORK. 

I  devoted  some  little  time  during  the  past  year  to  agitation  work,  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Irwin  field, 
Colorado,  British  Columbia,  Michigan  and  the  anthracite  region,  along  with 
a  considerable  number  of  single  addresses  in  various  other  fields.  The  policy 
of  the  officials  mingling  with  the  rank  and  file,  it  seems  to  me,  is  wholesome 
and  beneficial,  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  know  and  become  acquainted 
with  conditions  through  personal  contact,  and  the  men  the  privilege  of  meet- 
ing and  exchanging  views  with  their  representatives  on  the  important 
problems  confronting  the  organization.  The  meetings  I  addressed  ^ere 
generally  largely  attended  and  much  interest  and  enthusiasm  was  manifest 
on  each  occasion. 

Our  movement,  like  others,  needs  the  spirit  of  revival  ever  now  and  anon, 
and  every  local  union  ought  to  hold  at  least  one  big  labor  revival  meeting 
each  year,  for  the  express  purpose  of  stimulating  new  interest  and  activity 
in  the  movement.  We  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  indifference  is  a 
dangerous  weakness,  which,  if  allowed  to  continue,  generally  works  bavoc 
with  the  strongest  kind  of  an  institution.  Agitation  is  the  thing  needed  and 
desired  in  all  districts,  and  we  should  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
to  discuss  and  promulgate  the  principles  upon  which  our  movement  is 
founded. 
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INTERNAL  TROUBLES. 

The  greater  part  of  my  time  during  the  months  of  August  and  September 
was  devoted  to  the  work  of  assisting  in  the  adjustment  of  the  trouble  in 
the  Pittsburg  district,  which  was  finally  definitely  settled  by  all  parties  to 
the  controversy  agreeing  to  stand  trial  before  the  International  Executive  - 
Board  and  abide  by  whatever  decision  was  rendered.  Our  position  from  the 
inception  of  this  internal  trouble  was  that  it  should  be  settled  in  the  courts 
of  our  own  organization  and  not  in  the  civil  courts  as  was  advocated  for 
some  time  by  the  leaders  of  this  particular  dual  movement. 

If  wrongs  have  been  committed,  if  our  laws  have  been  violated,  if 
officers  have  failed  to  perform  their  duties,  we  hold  that  the  only  place  to 
properly  determine  the  issue  is  in  the  councils  of  our  union  and  not  in  a  civil 
»'ourt,  where  generally  the  judge  knows  little  and  cares  less  about  the  ques- 
tions or  problems  affecting  the  interests  of  organized  labor.  A  considerable 
number  of  men  in  these  dual  movements,  I  believe,  were  honest  and  sincere 
but  were  shrewdly  misled  and  grossly  deceived. 

I  feel  confident,  however,  that  they  have  profited  by  their  recent  bitter  ex- 
periences and  will,  not  again  be  trapped  or  deluded  into  ignoring  the  laws  of  the 
organization.  At  the  beginning  of  the  administration  of  President  White,  on 
April  1,  there  were  dual  movements  in  Districts  2,  5  and  10,  which  were  of  such 
consequence  and  proportion  that  they  seriously  endangered  the  life  of  our 
entire  organization.  Much  bitterness  and  intense  personal  hatred  among 
members  prevailed,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  enemies  of  labor  but 
deeply  to  the  chagrin  of  its  friends  and  supporters.  However,  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  we  have  met  with  success  in  the  adjustment  of  these  various 
internal  troubles;  that  all  the  dual  movements  have  been  abolished,  discipline 
established  and  peace  and  unity  again  restored. 

I  shall  not  deal  further  with  this  subject,  as  it  will  very  likely  be 
reported  fully  by  President  White,  other  than  to  say,  in  passing,  that  we 
must  at  all  times  condemn  and  prosecute  in  the  strongest  possible  way  all 
movements  and  forces  that  tend  to  divide  our  ranks  and  hamper  our  efforts 
in  protecting  and  defending  the  interests  of  our  membership.  If  this  great 
movement  is  ever  destroyed,  it  will  not  be  accomplished  by  the  enemies  on 
the  outside,  but  by  paid  vandals  on  the  inside,  who,  under  the  guise  of  some 
worthy  object  shall  stab  to  the  heart  and  rend  asunder  the  organization  we 
have  today.  We  should  always  remember  that  "eternal  vigilance  is  the 
price  of  liberty,'*  and  the  surest  safeguar/i  nf  the  future  success  and  per- 
petuity of  our  union. 
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OBNOXIOUS  LAWS. 

Our  work  of  organizing  in  certain  fields  is  retarded  considerably  bj  the 
existence  of  obnoxious  laws  that  are  a  base  travesty  on  a  representative 
form  of  government.  In  Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  there  exist  laws  that 
are  especiaiiy  despotic  and  severe  in  character,  to-wit:  The  trespass  law, 
the  eviction  law  and  the  law  or  lack  of  law  controlling  the  actions  of  the 
State  Constabulary,  a  mounted  force  of  men,  supposedly  delegated  and 
authorized  to  protect  the  peace  of  that  great  industrial  commonwealth,  but 
^who  are  used  oft  times  by  the  predatory  interests  in  control  of  the  political 
power  of  that  state  to  defeat  the  workers  in  their  efforts  to  throw  off  the  yoke 
of  industrial  bondage. 

In  West  Virginia  and  various  other  states  the  armed  gruard  or  thug  is 
g-iven  police  power  and  protected  in  his  work  of  assault  and  intimidation. 
Many  of  our  men  have  been  brutally  assaulted  and  in  some  instances  mur- 
dered by  these  law  protected  assassins.  This  form  of  respectable  anarchy 
is  quite  common  in  practically  all  the  non-union  fields  and,  so  far,  these 
crimes,  committed  in  the  name  of  capital,  have  met  with  little  or  no  atten- 
tion from  the  public  defenders  of  law  and  order. 

Government  by  injunction  is  another  favorite  formula  prescribed  by 
corporation  owned  courts  for  the  specia]  benefit  of  organized  labor.  This 
sacred  writ,  which  exalts  the  dollar  and  jails  the  man,  has  been  used  against 
our  organization  on  innumerable  occasions,  and  there  are  at  this  time  several 
of  these  decrees  standing  against  your  oflScials  in  various  parts  of  our  juris- 
diction, denying  us  the  right  of  free  speech,  free  press,  peaceful  assemblage 
and  many  other  constitutional  rights,  making  it  exceedingly  difficult,  with- 
out crowding  the  jails  to  their  fullest  capacity,  for  any  of  us  to  get  within 
hailing  distance  of  our  non-union  craftsmen,  who  are  busy  developing 
"incentive"  and  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  "personal  liberty"  at  a  daily 
wage  approximating  $1.50  and  a  work-day  averaging  twelve  hours. 

These  evils  are  essentially  political  in  character,  and  are  due,  primarily 
to  the  indifference  of  the  workers  on  the  political  field.  The  time  has  arrived 
in  the  annals  of  progress  when  labor  must  organize  politically,  as  well  as 
economically,  and  strike  unitedly  at  the  ballot  box.  An  intelligent  use  of 
the  baUot  will  solve  in  the  immediate  present  many  of  the  evils  complained 
of  by  our  membership. 

Let  us  resolve  to  be  true  to  our  cause  and  active  in  support  of  its  prin- 
ciples every  day  in  the  year,  especially  so  on  election  day,  and  then  there 
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will  be  no  cause  to  complain  about  obnoxious  laws  or  other  evils  that  stand 
between  the  workers  and  industrial  freedom. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing,  I  take  occasion  to  express  the  hope  that  the  present  year  will 
chronicle  new  achievements  and  advancements  for  our  membership.  While 
the  past  jear  has  been  Romewhat  tempestuous,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  we 
have  safely  weathered  the  worst  of  the  storm,  and  that  from  now  on  we  can 
devote  to  constructive  work  the  time  and  attention  it  properly  deserves. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  of  the  many 
courtesies  and  evidences  of  confidence  manifested  toward  me  on  all  occasions 
by  my  official  colleagues.  As  a  closing  thought  I  wish  to  say  that  the  future 
of  our  movement  depends  largely  upon  the  wise  counsel  of  this  delegate 
body.  Each  delegate  should  realize  the  great  importance  of  this  particular 
gathering,  and  th«»  vital  and  far  reaching  questions  he  will  be  called  upon  to 
decide.  I  have  faith,  however,  that  these  grave  problems  will  be  wisely  met 
and  that,  upon  final  adjournment,  it  can  be  said  of  this  convention:  It 
cemented  our  fraternal  bonds,  solidified  our  forces  and  advanced  the  great 
cause  of  labor. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Perry  read  the  portion  of  his  report  not  contained 
in  the  itemized  fiuancial  statement.    The  report  in  full  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SKCrRETARY-TREASURER  PERRY. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Convention,  now 

Assembled — Greeting : 

In  harmony  with  past  custom,  I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  third 
annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1911. 

The  year  just  closed,  like  the  one  preceding,  was  remarkable  for  many 
reasons.  On  April  1st,  there  was  a  balance  on  hand  of  all  funds,  of 
$197,662.65.  At  that  time  there  were  approximately  17,000  men  on  strike, 
requiring  an  expenditure  for  relief  purposes  of  $40,000  per  week.  A  large 
number  of  our  Local  Unions  at  that  time  in  the  several  Districts,  was  pro- 
testing against  the  fifty  cent  per  month  assessment  and  in  many  instances 
the  reasons  assigned  were  that  the  mines  were  working  only  partial  time 
and  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  men  were  not  earning  sufficient  wages  to 
provide   their   familieJ*   with   the   necessaries   of   life. 
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Taking  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  the  Internationa] 
OfQcers  and  Board  Members  were  straining  every  point  possible  to  bring 
about  settlements  of  the  strikes  then  in  progress  with  the  hope  that  the 
assessment  would  be  either  reduced  or  abolished  entirely.  During  the 
siHnmer,  a  settlement  which  was  reasonably  acceptable  to  the  men  of  Spring- 
hilly  was  brought  about  and  submitted  to  the  membership  at  Springhill  for 
ratification  or  rejection.  It  was  very  apparent  to  the  International  Officers 
that  to  continue  paying  strike  benefits  to  those  then  on  strike  for  an  indefi- 
nite length  of  time  would  be  a  physical  impossibility. 

The  Ohio  sympathetic  strike  was  also  declared  off,  thus  relieving  the 
organization  to  some  extent,  and  in  the  early  fall  the  strike  in  the  Irwin 
field  was  terminated,  believing  that  there  was  no  possible  hope  of  a  settle- 
ment that  would  be  acceptable  to  our  men.  Again,  a  few  of  the  weaker 
Districts  where  we  have  but  a  fragmentary  organization  were  not  self-sus- 
taining and  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  existence  of  the  districts  in  question 
financial  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  International  organization.  On 
November  17th,  a  settlement  was  effected  in  British  Columbia,  District  18, 
but  up  to  January  let,  from  800  to  1,000  men  were  still  out  of  employment 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  mines.  Indications  were  that  the  men  would 
be  placed  within  a  few  weeks  from  that  time.  Hence,  the  only  strike  now 
in  progress  is  in  Colorado  and  a  few  isolated  mines  in  Tennessee  and 
Missouri. 

During  the  year  we  paid  back  to  Districts  11,  13  and  22,  $100,160.00, 
the  amount  advanced  as  a  loan  by  the  districts  named,  in  the  early  part  of 
our  struggles  in  maintaining  those  of  our  members  on  strike. 

I  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  table  of  membership. 
A  careful  analysis  reveals  the  fact  that  our  average  paid-up  membership 
ia  approximately  15,000  in  excess  of  the  number  reported  for  1910  and  duly 
9,000  less  than  the  highest  membership  ever  reported  in  the  history  of  the 
organization. 

1902 .175,367 

1903 247,240 

1904 251,006 

1905 264,950 

1906 230,667 

1907 260,740 

1908 , 252,018 
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}yuy  2^^4 

JVIO 2313fi2 

JS^JJ 256.256 

'J'iMf  fvJiowiii]^  ik^bk  of  th«  uiffUibervliip  for  the  moiitli  of  Daeenifaa'  fv 
liM*  hHiUkt:  period  wiiJ  more  accurateJy  t>bow  the  progreBs  of  the  fwynittiBfc. 
Am  a  ^*'mrnt^  rule  nt  thin  lime  of  the  yenr,  there  are  less  men  idle  xlax  k 
lUi/  ^hArr  iiuiif  «f  the  vear — jd  other  words,  ordiDarilv  the  miiiee  aa«  aH  31. 

op4r/atiou. 

jy/2 196,090 

1^/6 287.545 

li^Ji 262,645 

I'Jijfj 291,217 

VJ<>(i • 264,266 

yj<)7 300,094 

]iH)H 294,746 

1909 292,523 

J910 308,660 

I'Jll 301,957 

i  uUo  invite  your  attefjlioii  to  our  fiiianrial  report.  Our  income  was  ia 
t.*i'tttt  of  the  diHl/urh^meiitu  136,422.03.  Ju  this  connection,  let  me  amy  that 
I  Ituvi:  tioim  ull  ill  my  power  to  minimize  the  coBt  of  maintaining  the  orgami- 
/uWtiu  and  iUi:  nifVerHi  utrikeH  in  progress  consiKtent  with  the  dignity  <if  the 
hiiiUui/Mtittu  and  the  rf^fhts  of  the  men  who  have  so  bravely  fonght  tke 
liiiiiitiH  fnr  Ijiimaij  rii^hts.  In  this  work,  I  have  received  the  mutual  co-opera- 
Lioij   to  th<i  full<!Ht  eitiint  from   my  associate  officers. 

'iUti  rolloMinjj  is  a  Hummnry  of  the  amount  mipplied  to  the  eeTeral 
ii)i'iniin  ofi  Ntribii  for  thi*  litHt  flHral  year: 

l»iBtri.'t  No.     I $       6,972.71 

DiHir'u'i  No.     Ti ()98,400.00 

Iiintrirt.  Nt».     H 146,499.96 

MibUM'i  Nil.     0 6,369.45 

DiHhirt   No.    Ift 310,000.00 

Dihirir.t  No.   IM 381,000.00 

IMHtii.'i   Nil.   10 17,863.98 

Didtrii^t  Nci.  l?(» 1,100.00 

hibti  U'i   Nil,  L'A   10,000.00 

hiHtriut    Nil.  litl 170,899.97 

Ti.tal $1,749,106^67 
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INCOME. 

DISTBICT  NO.  1. 

Location. 

Tax.     Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.     Assessment. 

rksville,   Pa...$ 

19.50 

$       49.00 

838  Nanticoke    

5.00 

5.00 

npson    

135.50 

120.50 

844  Carbondale    .... 

376.16 

752.00 

ndling     

95.25 

846  Alden    Station. 

401.00 

452.75 

ync    

108.50 

4.25 

862  Scranton   ., 

82.25 

72.00 

ekville   

62.25 

870  Plymouth    

188.00 

evidence    

89.00 

141.00 

877  Carbondale    

171.75 

384.50 

rsODs   

17.00 

879  Dunmore    

165.00 

Scranton . . . 

148.00 

897  Nanticoke    .... 

31.25 

52.00 

pent    

44.50 

15.01 

898  Nanticoke    

124.23 

342.72 

i  Forge 

185.00 

899  Nanticoke    .... 

135.16 

6.00 

srmouth    

97.00 

259.50 

900  Bhone    

44.75 

52.00 

1    Forge 

43.75 

25.00 

901  Taylor   

78.50 

ilkes    Barre.. 

49.25 

121.00 

917  Olyphant    

35.74 

anamie   

97.75 

189.00 

925  Archbald    

9.75 

iryea    

24.00 

7.50 

957  Glen  Lyon   

385.46 

220.75 

gar  Notch . . . 

10.00 

969  Carbondale    .... 

115.50 

57.00 

odericks    

193.25 

988  Marshwood    . . . 

7.50 

15.00 

•rrancetown  .. 

39.85 

1001  Plymouth    

147.50 

iltby    

408.25 

105.00 

1004  Throop    

480.00 

ranton     

150.50 

1005  Jessup   

187.00 

261.00 

ilkes  Barre . . . 

36.50 

1010  Priceburg 

143.75 

■  195.00 

d  Forge   

42.50 

242.50 

1012  Eynon    

50.50 

ilkes    Barre . . 

225.50 

25.50 

1013  Taylor   

111.00 

68.25 

ocanaqua    .... 

21.00 

28.00 

1016  Dunmore    

120.00 

40.00 

ssup   

47.75 

10.00 

1024  Mayfield   

172.00 

ranton    

51.50 

1025  Jermyn    

402.50 

606.50 

ranton   

110.15 

1035  Forest  City   . . . 

224.00 

en  Lyon  

200.75 

10.00 

1036  Minooka   

230.75 

ilkes    Barre.. 

86.25 

1052  Scranton    

392.50 

irantoD     

207.95 

69.00 

1072  Scranton    

92.75 

Iwardsville  . . 

604.50 

1076  Chauncey    

154.50 

10.00 

ilkes    Barre.. 

226.75 

207.00 

1084  Pittston    

59.75 

104.50 

.  Pittston   ... 

43.50 

1123  Pittston    

ir2.oo 

iryea   

60.00 

1132  Plymouth    

191.00 
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L.U.No.     Location. 
1133  Taylor   

1137  Olyphant     

1138  Edwardsville    .. 

1141  Pittston   

1142  Peckville    

1155  Wilkes  Barre   .. 
1157  Mocanaqua     . . . 

1159  Kingston    

1162  Avoca    

1167  Glen  Lyon   

1168  Wilkes    Barre.. 

1174  Plymouth  

1175  Plymouth  

1192  Wyoming    

1217  Luzerne    

1221  Luzerne    

1229  Dickson     

1296  Old  Forge    .... 

1331  Scranton    

1353  Parsons   

1360  Scranton   

1389  W.  Wyoming    .. 
1407  Wilkes  Barre  . . 

1413  Leo    

1428  Scranton     

1432  Ashley     

1456  Minor's   Mills. . 
1463  Wilkes  Barre  . . 

1482  Sugar   Notch... 

1483  Plains    

1487  Pt.    r»riflith 

1495  Pittston     

M98  WMlkes    Barre.. 

1545  Maltby    

1546  WllkoH   Barre.. 
1581  Pt.  Blanchard.. 


Tax.  Assessment. 
112.50  

51.50  

1,052.65  

38.50  

145.00  .50 

91.75  

130.88  216.00 

1,338.25  

15.00  

69.50  

55.00  

30.50  

46.00  100.50 

63.50  

191.25  240.50 

26.25  

47.25  33.00 

10.00  

85.50  15.00 

59.75  15.00 

93.25  

96.00  

130.70  256.00 

56.50  

227.00  

112.38  

202.75  

47.75  

19.50  

15.75  27.50 

79.50  

52.75  

27.75  10.00 

349.00  

51.50  

82.50  


L.lJ.No.     Location.  Tax.      Assc 

1617  Scranton   209.46 

1635  Plymouth    34.25 

1644  Dickson    City..  32.75 

1645  Luzerne     449.25 

1649  Taylor   341.50 

1656  Scranton     103.75 

1670  Dunmore    7.50 

1072  Olyphant    19.75 

1679  Archbald     6.25 

1680  Scranton   95.00 

1681  Scranton   28.00 

1682  Archbald    225.25 

1689  Wilkes    Barre..  10.50 

1691  Olyphant 158.00 

1699  Forest  City   . . .  90.25 

1700  Forest  City   . . .  127.50 

1703  Inkerman     89.00 

1707  Archbald    159.25 

1716  Jessup    7.50 

1737  Avoca    52.50 

1740  Scranton    22.50 

1756  Duryea    27.25 

1760  Dunmore 15.00 

1766  Dupont    55.75 

1770  Plymouth    708.50 

1789  Simpson    63.00 

1877  Priceburg   131.25 

1996  Hudson    12.50 

1997  Ridgewood     47.52 

2202  Nanticoke     35.00 

2213  Jessup     31.90 

2298  Peckville    121.50 

2-139  Rhone    55.00 

Totals    $18,550.19     $ 
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L.U.No.     Location. 

1317  Beccaria    

1350  Livermore    

1370  Morris  Bun   . . . 
1386  Xanty  Glo  .... 

1402  Bosebud    

1408  Dysart     

1423  Knoxdale    

1441  Tyler   

1445  Dudley    

1468  St.  Boniface  ... 

1489  Clymer    

1493  Gallitzin   

1515  Dixon ville    

1528  Valier 

1529  New    Millport.. 

1569  Frostburg    

1608  Baven  Bun   

1612  Ansonville    

1627  Mosbannon    . . . 

1633  Ehrenfeld   

1654  Nanty  Glo 

1659  Morann   

1683  Six  Mile  Bun.. 
1736  Bossiter    

1784  DuBois    

1 785  Yatesboro    

1792  Osceola    Mills.  . 
1798  Bamsaytown    . . 

1848  Saxman   

1855  Emeigh    

1857  Fallen   Timber.. 

1859  Catfish    

1871  Clarence    

1924  Bitumen    

1929  Six  Mile  Bun . . 

1992  Amsbry     

1994  Madera    


Tax.      Assessment, 

203.80  2.00 

,  74.00  

2,445.50  3,462.00 

1,193.75  322.41 

1,063.87  1,057.38 

43.50  6.00 

29.00  

919.97  

188.75  447.50 

540.00  1,573.50 

1,192.25  2,154.69 

970.50  

777.00     '.  1,755.26 

70.50  

33.25  

370.12  412.50 
31.97           

132.25     

507.78     

323.50  425.00 

629.50  415.75 

273.24     

171.62  356.00 

1,632.50  1,847.50 

293.37  269.75 

1,019.50     

349.25  140.50 
576.50  424.50 
532.88  101.14 

497.24  74.00 

222.13  292.66 
126.65     

698.25  259.89 
937.50  1,974.25 

9.00  18.00 

460.50  881.00 

363.48  3.00 


L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.      Assessm 

1995  Dudley    457.00         1,06 

2003  CarroUtown    ...  142.75 

2008  St.    Benedict...  1,081.85         1,63 

2010  Cymbria    Mines.  1,112.00         1,78 

2017  Uoydell    384.50             2 

2030  Sbawnut    727.25             5 

2034  Osceola    Mills..  618.25           33 

2041  Blossburg    301.50            76 

2043  WishaW    670.97            35 

2044  Dagus    Mines..  1,442.25             1 

2045  Force     • . .  644.50           22 

2C54  Coupon    813.25 

2064  Erdon    31.00             6 

2085  Langdondale    ..  515.51           81 

2092  Blandburg    164.10             2 

2098  Antrim    1,090.00           72 

2099  Six  Mile  Bun..  18.50 
2130  Burnside    11.25 

2153  Boston     197.50           H 

2200  North  Point  . . .  114.12 

2233  Beaverdale 1,581.00           93 

2246  Marstellar    721.25         1,69 

2265  Bed  Bank   300.25           42 

2279  Elbon     322.75            6« 

2280  Snow  Shoe 16.87 

2292  Moose  Bun   ....  184.50 

2294  Smoke  Bun   ....  184.75 

2295  Curwenville    . . .  649.52            3! 

2296  Crenshaw    515.00            4i 

2297  Brockway ville    .  421.42 

2303  W.    Monterey...  309.25            4 

2305  Boardman     239.75 

2306  Mosgrove     260.25 

2310  Shawmut    202.50 

2319  North    Point...  55..50             ] 

2342  Lawsonham    .  . .  834.50             ^ 

2345  Kinport    190.38 
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^•^o.    Location. 

51  Clarence    

^5  Parker '8    Land- 
ing    

*3  Bracken   

>2  Wilmer    

)8  Svkesville     

54  Jefferson  Line.. 
n  Osceola  Mills.. 
1:3  Idamar    

52  Pardus     

So  Kersey    


Tax.      Assessment. 
86.00  

24.75  

94.25  45.00 

104.40  

249.13  150.70 

1,511.50  

174.75  24.75 

622.00  994.40 

418.50  279.00 

106.25  


L.U.No.     Location.  Tax. 

2601  Conifer    810.00 

2638  Wilgus    436.74 

2658  Huey    250.00 

2699  Osceola    Mills..  29.00 

2722  DuBois    1,389.09 

388.23 

313.25 

332.20 

5.75 


Assessment. 
175.00 
355.87 
366.50 


2739  Gypsy  . . 
2776  Reed  . . . 
2875  Mahaffey 
2985  Ashville 


2,937.19 

5.00 

731.50 

203.50 


Totals    $90,346.42     $82,458.32 


DISTEICT  NO.  5. 


^■No.    Location. 
51  Monongah'a,  Pa.$ 

59  Morgan    

79  Webster    

92  Arnold  City  . . . 
^  West   Newton . . 

'^S  Speers    

^32  Pricedale    

^56  Carnegie     

^"9  New  England  .. 

^^7  AUenport    

•^5  M  0  n  o  n  gahela 

City     

248  Fayette  City   . . 
^^  Moon   Run    .... 

'^  Venetia   

^69Baird   

'"4  Elizabeth    

•80  Courtney    

'^6  Belle    Vernon.  . 

76  Boscoe    

)1  Lowber    

»5  Latrobe    

'8  Mo non gahela    .. 


Tax.     Assessment. 

741.75  $  1,608.50 

215.00  450.00 

304.75  752.00 

388.75  777.50 

1,325.25  1,536.75 

249.00  457.50 

770.50  1,656.00 

139.75  100.50 

608.50  1,423.00 

437.75  965.50 


944.25 
260.25 

1,805.00 
288.00 

1,176.75 
978.00 
530.00 
650.00 
98.00 
5.25 
114.00 
530.00 


572.00 

670.50 
3,475.00 

600.00 
2,901.75 
1,398.75 

910.00 

1,975.00 

04.00 


2.00 
1,350.00 


L.U.No.  Location 
410  Yohogheny  . 
422  Coal  Bluff  . 
424  E.  Liverpool 
428  Fair  Haven 
456  Blythedale,  Pa 
505  Herminie    . . . 

513  Irwin   

524  Carnegie    

539  Floreffe    

547  Reissing    .... 

548  Buena  Vista 

549  Sunny  Side.. 
554  Adamsburg  . . 
590  California  .  . 
593  Charleroi  . . . 
595  Dinsmore  .  . . 
615  Fayette  City. 
725  Cliff  Mine    . . 

761  Webster    

762  Fredericktown 
773  Coal  Valley 
777  S.    Brownsville 
795  Cecil     


Tax. 

655.75 

100.00 

56.00 
236.25 
212.50 

43.15 

11.13 
750.00 
143.75 
287.50 
165.00 
988.50 

16.75 
170.00 
275.00 
364.50 
974.75 
493.75 
505.75 
231.25 

48.75 
248.00 
702.50 


Assessment. 
846.50 
162.50 


365.00 
536.00 

22.25 

1,500.00 

457.50 

85.00 

287.50 

2,313.00 

170.00 
1,100.00 

615.00 
1,853.50 

690.50 
1,202..50 


119.25 
466.00 
805.00 
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L.U.No.    LocatioD. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

797  aiendale    

262.50 

813  Gallatin   

778.50 

2,073.50 

816  Fayette  City... 

198.50 

397.00 

849  Brownsville    . . . 

440.75 

411.50 

854  Roscoe    

507.00 

1,441.00 

864  Sturgeon     

193.75 

50.00 

873  Broughton    

821.25 

1,205.50 

904  Latrobe    

52.25 

76.50 

911  Canonsburg,  Pa. 

126.25 

101.50 

963  Manown    

695.00 

1,405.25 

970  Avella    

174.25 

343.50 

1015  McDonald    .... 

550.75 

392.00 

1046  Tyre    

534.25 

362.00 

1147  Beadlyig    

1,262.00 

1,534.00 

1165  Ellsworth    

1,388.50 

3,803.00 

1180  Coal  Center  ... 

480.50 

1,193.50 

1188  Kaylor    

835.00 

1,388.50 

1190  Ellsworth    

1,285.75 

2,313.00 

1197  Cokeburg    

698.75 

2,929.00 

1198  Bridgeville    .... 

146.25 

235.00 

1201  Monongahela    .. 

323.25 

695.00 

1208  Greensburg    . . . 

36.50 

1214  Fair  Haven   . . . 

456.10 

500.00 

1219  Presto    

43.75 

183.00 

1240  Presto    

134.50 

30.00 

1247  Sturgeon    

1,003.25 

2,179.00 

1250  Mcadlow  Lands. 

156.25 

175.00 

1266  Courtney    

891.75 

2,307.15 

1319  Roscoe     

668.25 

1,141.00 

1330  Fayette  City... 

461.25 

786.50 

1339  Pittsburgh    

864.75 

390.00 

1344  Webster     

9.75 

19.50 

1346  Broughton     

994.50 

2,340.50 

1349  Blythedale    .... 

400.00 

884.00 

1352  Manifold     

991.7') 

2,383.50 

1355  Avellu    

59.59 

1301  California,    Pa. 

600.00 

738.00 

L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessn 

1372  Coal  Bluff    ....  276.00  5i 

1382  Xoblestown    . . .  667.50  1,51 

1420  Sturgeon    21^0  I 

1446  Washington    . . .  216.00  4 

1447  \V.  Brownsville.  323.75  7i 

1477  Ivauboe    887.75  2,33 

1481  Reissing    150.00 

1589  Arnold  City  . . .  383.75  1,00 

1591  Pricedale    71.75  18 

1604  Saltsburg    63.00  5 

1647  Avella   37.25 

1648  Fair  Haven  . . .  366.00  7fi 
1664  LaBella,  Pa....  345.00  78 
1678  Sunny  Side   . . .  759.50  1,51 

1712  Bodfield    523.75  55 

1718  Port  Vue    1,092.50  3,03 

1724  Canonsburg    ...  781.25 

1730  Sutervillo   ...!.  1,048.15  2,48 

1786  Stockdale    10.50 

1787  California    2,147.75 

1794  Hanlin    138.75  23 

1809  Willock   847.00  1,08 

1812  Willock 762.75  1,27 

1826  Canonsburg    . . .  1,475.25  3,1C 

1829  Meadow  Lands.  1,008.75  6J 

1830  Braznell    665.75  1,3( 

1891  Epton    690.00  8( 

1892  Midway,    Pa...  107.50  1< 

1898  Imperial    786.00  9( 

1917  Bridgeville    ....  72.50  11 

1926  Grove   City    . . .  12.50  : 

1939  Frank    40.00 

1943  Bruceton     740.75  1,0 

1947  Elizabeth    949.25  2,2; 

1973  Bulger    232.50  6 

1976  Bunola     337.50  4 

:Sii)0  Gradatim    90.00  2 
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.    Location. 

Tax.      Assessiuent. 

L.U.No.    Location. 

Tax.     Assessment. 

herry    Valley . 

186.50 

374.00 

2244  FinleyviUe    .... 

907.75 

1,105.00 

cDonald     

702.50 

595.00 

2253  Jackson  Center. 

279.50 

cob 's   Creek . . 

746.75 

1,478.25 

2254  Jackson  Center. 

54.25 

30.50 

estland    

260.50 

2256  Wick  Haven   . . 

675.50 

1,013.00 

\n  Voorhis    . . 

781.25 

1,750.50 

2267  Floreflfe    

163.50 

169.00 

.rnegie    

341.25 

195.00 

2271  Smithton    

489.25 

403.00 

idway    

554.75 

370.00 

2272  Hickman    

162.25 

202.50 

uDonald    

500.00 

550.00 

2273  Smithton    

691.00 

1,045.50 

inniDg    

1.186.50 

1,923.00 

2274,  Jackson  Center. 

66.00 

lerry   Valley.. 

329.25 

655.00 

2278  Bentleyville    ... 

1,188.00 

1,429.25 

ownsville    .  . . 

229.50 

402.00 

2338  Stoneboro    

285.50 

78.00 

.  Brownsville. 

30.00 

78.00 

2353  Fitz  Henry    . . . 

681.75 

1,525.00 

j^in    

18.75 
.  663.75 

1,245.00 

2354  Belle   Vernon... 
2363  Mollenauer    .... 

558.25 
1.075.00 

1,318.50 

lerry  Valley. . 

1,388.00 

.yette    City... 

651.00 

1,535.95 

2364  W.   Elizabeth... 

1,245.50 

2,592.00 

ownsville    . . . 

22.50 

55.00 

2367  Volant    

25.00 

idgeville   

662.75 

995.00 

2394  Idlewood    

328.00 

682.50 

fderal,    Pa. . . . 

860.50 

1,234.00 

2396  Fayette    City... 

510.50 

275.00 

rella    

89.75 

227.50 

2398  Manor    

2.50 

)uston     

43.75 

100.00 

2399  California    .... 

2.778.75 

6,510.50 

izabeth    

973.00 

1,668.00 

2401  McDonald     .... 

90.00 

240.00 

►upurex    

136.75 

308.00 

2406  Green  sburg   

2.50 

5.00 

cDonald     

1,186J)0 

2,378.50 

2499  Dravosburg    . . . 

61.25 

79.50 

icedale    

688.50 

1,250.00 

2500  Large    

550.25 

>me8tead     

57.50 

187.00 

2501  Jacob's    Creek. 

669.25 

1,153.00 

cil    

52.00 

175.00 

2506  Frank    

1,088.75 

2,966.25 

alkcr's    Mills. 

180.00 

30.00 

2563  Cuddy    

1,137.00 

1,220.50 

rginville,   W. 

2725  Claytonia    

27.00 

Va 

89.51 

2728  S.  Burgettstown. 
2874  Marianna    

230.00 

.       250.00 

ulterville,  Pa. 

19.75 

888.50 

1,514.00 

ove    City    . . . 

236.50 

5.00 

2881  Fayctto    City... 

37.50 

rdine    

rgettstown    .. 

42  50 

170  00 

431.75 

602.50 

Totals    ! 

^88,909.74  $152,133.10 

ank     

164.00 

462.00 
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DISTRICT  NO.  6. 


L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 
5  New     Philadel- 
phia, O $  121.75     $      195.50 

7  Coshocton    61.50  154.00 

8  Orbiston    547.25  772.00 

13  Bridgeport   1,275.00  1,675.00 

16  Luhrig    1,007.50  2,396.00 

38  Cambridge    687.25  1,754.00 

44  Glencoe   324.00  879.50 

50  Doylestown    . . ,  107.00  269.50 

60  Ava    447.50  149.00 

63  Cambridge    ....  960.00  2,420.00 

68  Washington v'e..  179.50  426.35 

71  Bridgeport   404.75  1,034.50 

73  Glen  Roy   148.75  393.50 

78  Wellston   93.50  223.00 

81  Congo    2,275.00  4,900.00 

83  Flushing   91.50  225.75 

93  Coshocton 3.50  10.00 

116  Warnock    89.00  153.00 

118  Nelsonville    ....  261.25  626.50 

121  Buffalo    692.00  1,494.50 

123  Glouster    290.25  1,178.50 

133  Negley    34.50  65.00 

142  Mineral  City  . .  80.25  249.25 

153  E.   Palestine....  897.99  1,343.00 

162  Doanville     ....  177.00  481.00 

1,70  Sali^eville    ....  615.50  1,433.50 

183  Jackson    36.00  94.00 

186  Shawnee    576.75  912.00 

193  Neffs    953.25  1,467.00 

196  Philo    28.00  82.50 

202  Glouster    924.00  2,038.13 

208  Cambridge    8.50  23.00 

211  Jackson    20.00  78.50 

212  Huchtel    194.75  464.50 


L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Asaesame] 

215  Millf ord    125.00  239. 

218  Glen  Roy   35.75  80. 

222  Oak  Hill 44.75  98. 

245  Barton    1,375.00  2,400. 

259  Wellston    28.50  59J 

261  Roseville    98.00  244.1 

270  New  Plymouth.  389.75  445.i 

276  Glouster    813.00  1,943.( 

281  Glouster    5.00  12.C 

282  Coalton    81.50  193.5 

284  Martinis   Ferry.  825.00  1,680.0 

290  Jobs    894.35  2,151.5 

292  Mayuard    1,333.25  3,331.5 

296  Glouster    590.25  1,423.5 

319  St.    Clairsville..  146.25  292.5' 

324  Rose  Farm    ....  573.50  1,261.3 

327  Buchtel   211.25  278.0 

334  Nelsonville    ....  7.00  14.0 

335  Ilamden    Jc 86.00  184.7 

338  Jacksonville    ...  703.50  234.0 

346  Coalton    41.75  91.7 

353  Jackson    38.50  77.7 

357  Dell  Roy   117.75  261.5 

358  Chauncey    192.00  358.0 

359  Diamond    175.00  253.C 

365  Glouster    727.50  1,-700.C 

369  Redfield    49.50  108.? 

371  Cambridge    501.00  1,229.^ 

379  Coshocton    356.75  910.( 

383  Robins    636.25*  1,433.! 

385  Wainwright    . . .  163.75  lOJ 

389  Nelsonville    ....  599.00  944. 

394  Murray    848.50  1,834. 

397  Tiltonville    ....  311.25  635. 

416  Barton     3.50.00  576, 
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L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 

1075  Canal   Fulton...  199.75  508.75 

1077  Shadyside    888.75  1,944.50 

1078  Shawnee   70.00  131.50 

1099  Parid    15.00  40.00 

1102  Dement    400.50  944.84 

1107  Uhrichsville   . . .  39.00  91.00 

1118  Coalton    21.75           

1145  Reudville    825.25  1,627.50 

1150  Nelsonville     . . .  10.75           

1154  Broadwell     ....  43.50  72.75 

1163  Cheshire    108.75           

1181  Minerton     208.25  504.00 

1184  Carbondale   ....  613.87  1,411.25 

1185  Jobs   251.25           

1204  Cambridge    550.50 

1205  Sherodsvillo    . . .  10.00 
1210  Uhrichsville   .  . .  ^    113.75 

1216  Brilliant     476.25 

1232  Radfield     29.25 

1235  Borgholz    356.75 

123C  Cnmpboll     111.50           

•  1238  Derwent    582.50  1,335.00 

1245  Dillonvale    630.25  487.50 

1249  Zanesville     152.50           

1252  NewStraitsville.     1,203.50  2,566.00 

1256  Dilles    Bottom..  387.75  712.00 

1259  Buchtel    4.25           

1262  Wellston    283.15  709.13 

1270  Shawnee    10.50  27.00 

1271  Martin's  Ferry.  12.00  16.50 

1272  Tiltonville     39.00  89.00 

1275  Cannelville     .  . .  732.00  1,192.82 

1279  Bridgeport    58.50  26«00 

1286  StowartsvilU*     ..  :U8.00  979.50 

1287  Santoy     12.50  25.00 

1299  Wheeling,  W.Va.  95.25  221.00 


901.25 

261.50 

1,110.75 

59.00 

832.00 


L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.    As 
1302  St.     Clairsville, 

Ohio    1,310.00 

1324  Moxahala    365.75 

1332  Zaleski    84^5 

1334  Athens    6.00 

1336  E.  Palestine  . . .  64.25 

1338  WilkesviUe    ....  102.00 

1342  Warrenton    34.00 

1351  Murray    967.75 

1373  Elk  Forks .53.25 

1375  Pomeroy    423.00 

1378  Washington V 'e..  41.75 

1390  Broadwell    ....  17.50 

1392  Wheeling,  W.Va.  23.00 
1396  St.     Clairsville, 

Ohio    70.55 

1399  Minersville     . . .  426.00 

1412  Hawkes 4.25 

1418  Doanville    110.50 

1422  Jackson  9.50 

1430  Connorsville     . .  1,019.00 

1433  NewStraitsville.  65.00 

1435  Amsterdam    . . .  632.75 

1437  Chapman     118.75 

1440  Shawnee    102.25 

1486  Cambridge    669.00 

1488  Cambridge    16.00 

1492  Pomeroy     21.00 

1496  New     Philadel- 
phia      90.75 

1531  Athens     924.25 

1575  Washingtonv 'e..  139.75 

1576  Byesville     509.50 

1590  Salineville    ....  206.00 

1609  Bridgeport    1,200.00 

1613   Nelsonville    ....  40.00 

1643  Buchtel    193.50 


80 
16 

15 

331 

17J 

2,252 

7: 
1,25; 

10! 
5< 

9i 
84 

30 

1 

1,64 

12 
1,49 

17 

1,60 
4 
6 

16 
2,15 

34 
1,01 

3$ 
2,8( 

1< 

2^ 
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557.85 

27.00 
465.00 
294.00 
1,231.00 
295.00 
297.75 
827.00 


LL.So,     Location.  Tax.      Assessment. 

iiti*t  AiiioBville    17.50  

2  Id  J    WflUston    344.00 

::l(i;s  Conesville    164.75 

I'JiOa  Carlton    80.00 

ai»2fi  Roseville    252.25 

2238  Carbon  Hill   . . .  111.50 

2247  Wolf  Run    515.50 

2255  N.   Lawrence...  211.75 

2260  Bailey's   Mills..  130.75 

2262  Jacobsburg    . . .  279.50 

2266  Radcliff   22.00 

2268  Bellaire   29.50 

2276  Klee    368.00 

2284  Crooksville   281.50 

2285  Wellston   116.50 

2290  Coshocton    111..00 

2300  Millfield    97.50 

2321  Dalton    26.25 

2322  Xelsonville    . . .  173.00 

2379  E.   Greenville...  79.25 

2380  Bridgeport    162.75 

2381  Bellaire    228.75 

2387  Fairpoint    493.00 

2389  New    Philadel- 

phia     84.00 

2390  Dalton    36.88 

2391  Mineral  City...  46.25 

2393  Wellston    206.50 

2400  Bush  Run   286.50 

2417  Jackson    4.25  

2440  Logan    35.25  239.00 

2448  Massillon    106.25  197.50 

2449  Pleasant    City..  385.00  862.50 
.2450  Middleport    ....  136.75  200.00 

2451  Senecaville    604.00         1,158.00 

2452  New   Lexington.  213.25  460.00 
2456  Doylestown     . . .  148.25  299.00 


60.00 
520.00 
382.50 
269.00 
291.00 
219.00 

367.25 
194.25 
263.50 
341.25 
1,181.00 

172.25 
99.62 
109.00 
469.50 
510.00 


L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.      Assessn 

2457  Pedro     8.75  : 

2458  Nelsonville    3.25 

2459  New     Philadel- 

phia      118.50 

2461  Barnhill    19.50  i 

2486  Clifton     70.25  1« 

2525  Nelsonville 46.00  K 

2.526  Steel   803.12  4^ 

2528  New  Lexington.  160.50  Zt 

2529  Maynard    669.00  1,54 

2530  San  Toy 91.50  K 

2531  Kenwood    256.75  5£ 

2558  Leetonia    114.00  3i 

2559  Carbon    Hill....  236.25  45 

2560  Massillon    15.75  S 

.  2581  Amsterdam    ....  670.00  1,54 

2584  Jackson     53.00  4 

2592  Bridgeport    703.75 

2593  Lafferty   454.75  6S 

2594  Chapman    112.75  16 

2595  Uhrichsville     ..  112.50  25 
2603  Byesville    194.25  44 

2641  Clinton    327.75  73 

2642  Buffalo    913.25  1,9S 

2677  Jackson    38.25  6 

2723  Athens    253.50  94 

2724  Massillon    '    181.00  46 

2729  Wellston    98.75  24 

2731  Nelsonville     ...  9.50  2 

2735  Rhodesdale   270.50  88 

2737  Athens    444.50  71 

2807  FranklinSquare.  105.50  24 

2872  Wellston    22.00  4 

2873  McArthur    38.50  t 

2878  Wellston    131.25  3( 

2879  Pleasant    Citv..  663.75  7( 


Totals    $103,274.60  .tl94,5S 
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DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

Location. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

idenricd,  Pa...$ 

71.50 

$ 

1536  Coaldale    

625.00 

1,350.00 

:Adoo    

7.50 

22.50 

1548  Hazlebrook    . . . 

230.00 

?layre8    

48.25 

25.00 

1549  Tresckow    

12.75 

15.00 

idcDried    

451.31 

219.00 

1554  McAdoo    

114.00 

gar  Loaf  

58.75 

10.00 

1571  Tamaqua    

611.30 

1,568.50 

.    Hazleton .  . . 

115.50 

10.50 

1572  Lansford    

.     1,153.75 

2,506.50 

izleton    

21.00 

1595  Mauch  Chunk  . 

74.95 

112.50 

ilnesville    

7.50 

15.00 

1652  I>eeland   

77.50 

15.00 

esckow   

37.50 

15.00 

1653  Sandy  Run   . . . 

.        180.75 

leida    

117.50 

119.00 

1665  Summit    Hill... 

534.50 

1,372.00 

eeland    

20.50 

1671  Lansford    

7.50 

15.00 

>a]dale    

322.00 

240.75 

1687  Seek    

163.75 

237.50 

auto    

32.50 

80.00 

1602  Nesquehoning    . 

47.00 

azleton    

lanl^ta^    

21.50 

15.01) 

1704  Nesquehoning    . 

900.25 

2,076.00 

18.75 

13.50 

1719  Lansford     

383.50 

823.00 

owen    

88.75 

1 738  Lansford     

606.75 

1.286.00 

.  Hazleton    .  .. 

26.75 

63.50 

1002  Ebervale 

137.75 

beryalc    

157.50 

12.50 

1998  Beaver  Meadow 

31.50 

15.00 

umboMt   

24.50 

15.00 

2033  Lansford 

76.75 

100.00 

?aver  Meadow. 

141.50 

90.00 

2047  Hazleton    

157.50 

10.00 

ilnesville    .... 

123.50 

15.00 

2476  Milnesville   .... 

30.50 

arwood   

7.50 

15.00 

2 177  Freeland     

5L00 

15.00 

rceland    

22.25 

2612  Stockton    

51.75 

ckley    

125.70 

2631  Shcppton    

43.25 

uremberg    .... 

108.00 

2718  Hazleton    

58.00 

?ddo    

222.75 

2778  Tomhicken     .  . . 

102.50 

rifton    

151.75 

2806  McAdoo    

13.00 

arleigh     

34.00 

2Hr)7  Upper  Lehigh  . 

43.25 

pper  Lehigh. . 
leppton    

18.00 

35.00 

236.51 

63.25 

Totals    

$  9,360.52 

$12,611.50 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 


Location.  Tax.      Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location. 

ay  City,  Ind..$  28.00     $        16.00        214  Bmzil    

irbon     294.50            750.37        216  Brazil     

M.  Pro.~i. 


Tax.     Assessment. 
20.75  50.00 

33.50  87.00 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Astfessmc 

220  Brazil    

10.52 

26.00 

776  Harmony   

38.25 

102 

244  Brazil    

984.25 

2,343.50 

779  Asherville    

135.50 

20C 

246  Diamond   

199.25 

182.00 

883  Coal  Bluff  

.       101.50 

19£ 

249  Brazil    

53.50 

96.00 

1211  Fontanet    

.       204.25 

532 

301  Center  Point... 

27.50 

1251  Brazil   

73.60 

13S 

337  Diamond    

352.75 

895.50 

1325  Diamond   

112.50 

29€ 

476  Carbon    

52.00 

90.00 

1439  Brazil    

29.25 

27 

629  Brazil    

149.25 

326.00 

1909  Bridgeton     

34.25 

83 

677  Knightsville  . . . 

50.00 

79.50 

2444  Saline  City    . . . 

45.27 

97 

697  Center  Point. . . 

79.25 
118.75 

260.50 

2716  Perth   

69.75 
9.00 

153 

769  Brazil    . .' 

2765  Coal  City  

7 

770  Coal  City   

771  Perth   

7.25 
277.00 

24.50 
764.00 

Totals    

$  3,591.04 

$  7,836 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessmei 

32  Mahanoy   City..$       30.75 

$ 

1049  Sagon    

22.75 

. ... 

90  Hcckscherville . . 

13.00 

30.50 

1062  Lykens    

193.85 

102. 

105  Mt.  Carmel    . . . 

15.75 

1096  Brockton    

29.75 

49. 

110  Brady    

40.50 

1105  Morea  Colliery. 

307.88 

112  Excelsior    

51.00 

126.50 

1113  Middleport    ... 

48.75 

115  Shamokin    

100.75 

117.00 

1183  Wilburton    

32.00 

198  Kciser    

35.38 

1246  Mahanoy    City. 

25.95 

204  Shamokin    

31.00 

1261  Tower  City    . . . 

,597.75 

427. 

233  Cumbola    

48.50 

22.50 

1320  Gilbcrton   

93.75 

90. 

272  Raven   Run    . . . 

56.75 

1333  Mahanoy  City. 

90.38 

33. 

506  Locust  Gap   . . . 

213.75 

501.00 

1358  Shenandoah    . . . 

628.26 

S72. 

555  Strong   

21.50 

11.00 

1362  Mahanoy  City.. 

434.00 

. .  •  • 

561  Shamokin    

64.50 

106.00 

1385  Gilberton    

308.75 

205. 

863  Minersville    . . . 

35.00 

1393  Lost  Creek  . . . . 

94.75 

214. 

866  Mahanoy  City.. 
910  Sngon    

37  50 

77  00 

1398  Shaft  

200.00 

27. 

30.00 

1403  Shenandoah    ... 

99.75 

229. 

918  Girardville     .... 

147.87 

5.00 

1409  New  Boston  . . . 

170.88 

2 

933  Mt.  Carmel   

6.75 

1414  Brownsville    . . . 

21.25 

. . .. 

967  Mt.  Carmel   .... 

10.50 

1427  Tremont    

29.00 



968  Shamokin    

23.50 

1455  Shamokin    

21.50 

1023  Shamokin    

35.00 

1464  Girardville    .... 

29.00 

a 
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Location, 
benandoah   . . . 
iienandoah    . . . 

entralia    

[alianoj  City., 
benandoah  .... 
Tahanoy  City.. 
[ahanoy  City.. 

ost  Creek   

06t  Creek   

shland    

t.  Clair  

hamokin    

usearora    

luck  MountaiD. 

ilberton   

[ahanoy  Plane. 

haft  

road  Mountain, 
r'illiamstown    . 

einerton   

t.  Nicholas  . . . 
[inersville  . . . 
ine  Grove    . . . 

remont    

onaldson    

[ahanoy  City., 
benandoah  . . . 
ilver  Creek . . . 
irardville    .... 

baft  

Dcost  Dale  . . . 

lewellyn    

ost  Creek  ...  * 

imbola    

rackville    

ledburg    

iddlcport    


Tax.     AsseBsment. 

66.00  

137.00  380.50 

44.75  98.50 

645.41  946.50 

30.25  

28.50  

135.00  40.00 

30.00  

49.75  

50.50  

39.75  

45.63  

123.00  43.00 

53.75  

38.50      ^     129.00 

46.25  

49.50  36.00 

254.62  

529.75  169.00 

98.25  199.00 

35.50  

38.75  

436.89  566.50 

115.00  70.00 

92.75  50.00 

197.00  

18.75  

93.88  43.00 

17.25  77.00 

45.00  22.50 

122.75  290.50 

11.00  11.50 

34.25  

103.50  26.00 

13.50  

208.75  300.00 

15,00  1,00 


L.U.No.    Location. 

1599  Joliett   

1600  Eavine    

1618  Shenandoah    . . . 

1619  Shenandoah   . . . 

1621  Centralia    

1626  Mt.  Carmel   . . . 

1628  Hegins    

1629  Park  Place    . . . 

1637  Joliett    

1638  Minersville    . . . 

1640  Minersville    . . . 

1641  Peoples   

1642  Glen  Carbon  .. 
1660  VaUey  View  . . 
1669  Shamokin   

1684  Heckscherville  . 

1685  Shenandoah    . . . 

1688  Duncott    

1709  Excelsior    

1711  Gratz  

1721  Pottsville    

1725  Shamokin    

1728  Aristes    

1763  Atlas    

1796  Strong    

1838  Gilberton    

1850  Middleport   

1876  Shenandoah  ... 

1906  Minersville    

1946  Silver  Creek . . . 
1954  Minersville    . . . 

1956  Sagon    

1999  Broad  Mountain. 
2164  Shenandoah    . . . 

2199  Keiser    

2239  Shenandoah  . . . 
2270  Maryd    


Tax.    Assessment. 

133.50  

63.50  97.50 

36.25  

3.75  

51.25  43.50 

15.75  

23.50  4.00 

169.75  65.05 

28.00  

174.75  

30.00  

162.00  100.00 

95.50  8.00 

7.00     

30.00     

24.00  40.00 

63.50  40.00 

76.50  10.25 

31.60  

9.75  28.00 

21.50  

41.00  

5.00  

40.35  

18.00  

47.25  16.50 

79.50  60.00 

48.25  

9.00  

59.75  20.0U 

21.75  

28.00  

29.00  

35.25  

37.00  21.00 

17.00  

174.25  176,00 
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Google 
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L.U.No.    Location. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

L.U.No.    Location. 

Tax.     Assessn 

2346  Shenandoah    . 

12.75 

2627  Kulpmont 

69.75 

2350  St.  Clair   .... 

68.00 

32.00 

2667  Girardville    . . . 

46.60 

2420  Shamokin    .  . . 

42.00 

2701  Kulpmont    

15.60 

2435  Centralia    ... 

35.05 

2764  SL  Nicholas  . . 

14.50 

2578  St.  Clair  .... 

46.75 

2780  Minersville     . . 

75.75 

2587  Raven   Run    . 

20.00 

11.00 

2854  Pottsville    .... 

48.25 

2602  St.  Clair   .... 
2611  Shenandoah    . 

10.00 
39.62 

4.00 

Totals    

.$11,110.90 

$  7,54 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.     Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.     Assessn 

934  Carbonado 

f 

2373  Burnett    

.        676.15 

1,51 

Wash 

.$  1,455.00 

$  2,905.50 

2489  Kopiah    

235.38 

37 

1003  Melmont    

241.50 

357.00 

2510  Roslyn    

.     1,542.00 

3,21 

1048  Wilkeson    . . . 

501.26 

779.50 

2512  Cle*Elum    

.     1,206.50 

2,85 

1717  Tono    

157.50 

265.00 

2583  Roslyn    

2610  Ravensdale    . . 

520.25 

1,15 
1,54 

1853  Palmer    

97.00 

179.00 

666.25 

1863  Chehalis    .... 

22.00 

2634  Wilkeson    .... 

184.50 

15 

1890  Cumberland    . 

91.00 

118.50 

2869  Buckley    

494.60 

1,04 

2257  Black   Diamon 

d.     1,431.50 

3,753.00 

2871  Ronald     

718.75 

1,27 

2264  Franklin     . . . . 
2362  New  Castle   . 

190.00 
452.91 

400.15 
855.90 

Totals    

.$11,089.44 

$23,14 

2369  Mendota    . . . . 

205.50 

402.00 

DISTRICT  NO.  11. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.     Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessm 

19  Winslow,    Ind 

.$       38.75 

$      124.00 

75  Dugger    

.     1,033.25 

1,87 

21  Princeton    .  . . 

678.00 

1,6S3..50 

114  Elberfeld    

119.00 

11 

23  Terre  Hauto   . 

. .        518.50 

1,142.00 

117  W.  Terre  Haute 

191.00 

48 

24  T^osedale   

513.25 

1,116.00 

130  Clinton    

286.00 

47 

28  Clinton     

172.00 

294.30 

134  Ayrshire    

47.01 

11 

39  Washington    . 

29.25 

83.00 

139  Lyford    

.        389.75 

97 

42  Clinton     

130.00 

376.25 

T41   Cayuga    

33.77 

7 

46  l*ctorsburg     .  . 

234.25 

495.80 

155  Bicknell    

147.25 

1( 

53  Shclbuni    .... 

144.50 

324.00 

184  Staunton   

523.00 

1,2( 

7)4   >re(M'ii     

372.50 

JJ02..00 

195  Cass    

133.25 

A'i 

74  Clinton    

572,00 

1,605.00 

223  Knightsville    . . 

.        673.00 

1.3: 

Digitized  by 
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L.U.No.     Location. 

228  Sullivan     

2r>4  Shelburn  

255  Oaktown    

268  Sullivan    

287  Newbnrgh    

294  Coal  Bluflf   

308  Linton    

342  Linton    

350  Brazil     

352  Bicknell    

355  W.  Terre  Haute. 

381  Clinton    

382  Clinton    

390  Evansville    

399  Linton    

412Hymera    

418  Seeleyville    

433  Linton     

487  Jasonville    

508  Terre  Haute    .. 

514  Coalmont    

516  Newburgh     .... 

520  Dugger    

525  Linton   

559  Cannelburg     . . . 

^  Linton   

«56  Oakland  City... 

^  Augusta    

752  Newburgh    

764  Littles    

«33  Petersburg    

876  Linton 

906  Clinton    

927  Midland    

941  Burnett   

942  Montgomery    . . 
^87  Famsworth    . . . 


Tax.     Assessment. 

522.75  1,197.50 

599.50  1,513.00 

30.00  123.75 

131.00  410.50 

33.50  68.50 

80.80-  162.50 

37.75  125.00 

25.45  51.00 

361.63  .  800.50 

748.50  1,428.00 

73.50  255.00 

423.75  937.00 

228.75  504.00 

103.00  270.00 

664.50  1,623.50 

1,088.75  2,763.50 

306.75  933.00 

29.25  217.50 

582.00  1,363.00 

739.75  1,507.00 

124.25  307.00 

43.75  98.50 

144.25  373.50 

95.25  243.00 

172.25     

1,000.75  2,332.50 

221.00  530.00 

12.10  17.50 

110.50  269.00 

407.50  997.50 

85.00  225.05 

536.00  1,254.00 

328.75  822.50 

'50.76  110.00 

785.50  1,801.17 

87.45  223.00 

585.75  1,194.50 


101 

L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.      Assessment. 

1022  Chandler    30.75  103.50 

1044  Shelburn   416.25  940.00 

1050  Boon ville   18.75  37.50 

1054  Terre  Haute    . .  680.15  1,460.25 

1065  Evansville   117.50  290.00 

1095  Francisco    68.75  194.50 

1109  Evansville    185.50  333.00 

1111  Sullivan    544.25  1,105.50 

1171  Evansville    ....  135.00  247.00 

1187  Eosedale   196.25  535.00 

1230  Farmersburg    . .  100.00  238.50 

1243  Boon  ville    224.25  684.50 

1244  Boonville    . . ; . .  398.75  663.05 
1264  Washington    . . .  15.50  74.00 

1277  Linton    97.00  254.00 

1301  Linton     266.25  576.50 

1326  Bicknell    59.00  97.00 

1328  Linton    1,099.25  2,521.00 

1371  Chandler    240.50  554.50 

1383  Linton    178.50  344.50 

1394  W.  Terre  Haute.  57.25  114.50 

1452  Evansville    397.50  887.50 

1462  Linton    155.00  387.50 

1539  Clinton    37.50 

1555  Carlisle    204.73  395.50 

1622  Boonville   18.00  72.00 

1634  Bicknell   20.25  40.50 

1636  Terre  Haute  ...  6.50  13.00 

1646  Clinton    10.00           

1658  Ayrshire    545.05  1,457.00 

1675  Terre  Haute  . . .  9.50  12.00 

1676  Knightsville  . . .  313.00  538.50 

1698  Bicknell    376.60  767.50 

1713  Dugger    552.25  1,214.50 

1742  Linton    19.50  55.75 

1743  Jasonville    729.00  1,683.00 

1755  Boonville   129.49  268.50 
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L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

L.U.Xo.     Location. 

Tax.     Assesi 

1839  Clinton    

283.WJ 

530.00 

2422  Clinton    

1,097.50 

2, 

1895  Gilmour    

643.00 

1.392.00 

2423  Vicksburg    

518.50 

1, 

1904  Shelburn   

291.50 

584.50 

2429  Seeleyville    

321.25 

1938  Jasonville    

374.25 

840.50 

2430  Jasonville    

374.70 

1952  Raglesville   .... 

5.00 

2431  Coalmont     

185.50 

1982  Clinton    

748.f>0 

1,322.00 

2445  Linton    

578.30 

1, 

2022  Jasonville    

102.00 

356.00 

2446  Clinton   

202.50 

2023  Hymera    

690.47 

1,502.50 

2475  Shelburn   

193.75 

2024  Jasonville 

907.75 

1,949.00 

2521  Wheatland    . . . . 

199.75 

2061  Sanford    

123.00 

132.00 

2522  W.  Terre  Haute. 

665.00 

1, 

2062  Hymera    

370.75 

700.00 

2544  Shelburn    

419.00 

2075  Turner    

82.00 

304.00 

2549  Fontanet    

691.25 

1, 

2089  Hymera 

702.25 

1,511.50 

2550  Boonville    

129.25 

2090  Linton  

497.50 

1,232.50 

2591  Coal  Bluff   

20.00 

2095  Clinton    . : 

132.50 

340.00 

2597  Rockville    

22.75 

2121  Jasonville    

536.75 

1.203.25 

2598  Farmersburg    . . 

114.50 

2122  Athcrton   

622.50 

742.50 

2607  Xewburgh     

50.75 

2125  Ayrshire    

273.25 

704.00 

2632  W.  Terre  Haute. 

387.50 

2196  Torre  Haute    . . 

653.95 

1,293.50 

2663  Turner     

512.75 

1. 

2245  W.  Terrc  Haute. 

196.25 

398.00 

26S9  Sullivan    

446.50 

1, 

2343  Boonville    

76.50 

217.00 

2690  Vicksburg    

62.50 

2344  Boonville    

185.50 

399.50 

2758  Sullivan    

240.00 

2382  Shelburn    

631.50 

1,489.00 

2775  Terre  Haute    . . 

303.00 

2410  Oakland    City. . 

46.50 

99.00 

2777  Ft.  Branch    .  ... 

102.50 

2411  Bicknell    

814.00 

1,914.00 

2412  Linton     

407.50 

1,062.25 

Totals    

$45,500.40 

$101 

2413  W.  Terre  Haute. 

30.00 

120.00 

DISTRICT  NO.  12. 


L.ir.No.     Location. 

1  Braidwood,    111..$ 

2  Spring  Valley.  . 

3  Danville    

4  Carbon  Hill   .  . . 

11  Coal  City    1, 100.00 

12  Hanal'ord    

26  Pittsburg    .... 


Tax.     Assessment. 

L.r.Xo.     Location. 

T:.x.       Asses 

191.00 

$ 

407.50 

27  Mt.  Pulaski    .  . . 

74.50 

32.75 

74.00 

30  Lovington    

113.00 

479.50 

1,189.50 

37  Coal  City   

1,188.00          2 

517.25 

958.60 
2.424..10 

41  Catlin    '.  .  . 

37S.25 

,100.00 

43  Spring   Valley.. 

1.572.75 

353.25 

781.6.'. 

52  (Vntralia    

.     2,833.00         5 

278.21 

666.56 

57  Marquette    

1,153.75 

Digitized  by 


Google 


^^0.    Location.  .    Tax.     Assessment. 

Kewanec     396.00  583.00 

Breese    843.50  1,701.00 

Danville    199.75  461.75 

Eldorado    176.50  523.50 

Johnston    City..  10.00  30.00 

Moweaqua    296.25  628.25 

DuQuion    396.50  595.25 

Belleville    1,211.50  3,096.80 

Maplcton     103.25  183.25 

Pana  622.50  1,384.88 

Dunfermline    . .  719.75  1,623.25 

Sunfield    196.25  137.50 

Assumption    . . .  454.75  988.25 

Pocahontas    ....  521.14  1,112.25 

Mt.  Olive   1,259.50  2,854.50 

iDivernon    1,521.75  3,612.00 

Willisville    1,171.50  3,094.44 

'  Witt    854.50  2,013.25 

Lincoln    557.50  1,209.00 

•  Marseilles     ....  338.50  120.00 

Minonk    420.25  997.50 

Riverton    126.65  310.00 

'  Fairview    58.50  49.50 

Westville    1,230.50  2,874.00 

Toluca    1,450.00  3,375.00 

New  Baden    .  . .  963.50  1,828.50 

Xilwoorl    .' 410.50  892.00 

Belleville    835.00  1,923.50 

Rentchler    176.85  430.78 

Sorento    93.00  199.75 

Hillsboro    1,004.75  2,432.10 

Muneie   144.25  313.20 

Springfield     ....  228.75  585.50 

Danville    993.25  2.356.00 

Springfield    ....  260.50  608.50 

Danville    337.00  787.82 

Springfield    203.00  477.50 


IDS 

L.U.No.     i^ocation.  Tax.      AssessmenL 

341  Lenzburg    77.00  220.15 

343  Sparta   141.25  368.75 

348  Danville    709.50  1,552.00 

361  Niantic    207.00  485.25 

362  Coal  Valley   . . .  174.50  298.50 

366  Cutler    354.50  839.00 

368  Cuba   817.00  1,731.63 

388  Clifford    1,068.00  2,683.50 

409  DuQuoin   ..*....  573.50  1,294.25 

413  Springfield    ....  760.75  1,708.50 

420  Eldorado    335.25  773.75 

438  Equality    55.50  132..50 

439  Pleasant  Plains.  24.88  43.25 
448  Springfield    ....  873.25  2,082.00 

467  S.  Wilmington..  1,093.50  200.00 

468  Fairbury 127.25  299.00 

470  DuQuoin    590.75  1,119.12 

473  LaSalle    1,219.50  2,057.00 

474  Belleville    425.75  966.50 

478  DuQuoin    ..... .  889.05  1,885.25 

482  Moline   75.00  149.00 

491  Auburn    339.89  753.75 

492  Springfield    531.25  1,087.50 

493  Eiverton    59.25  109.00 

494  Springfield    ... .  411.75  771.00 

503  Westville    1,850.50  4,240..10 

511  Tilden    208.00  389.00 

522  Pel?  in     175.25  415.25 

527  Litchfield    140.00  274.62 

532  Collison    35.50           

535  Kramm    141.25  285.00 

563  E.  Peoria   324.00  812.00 

565  Equality    149.75  365.00 

567  Springfield    122.50  144.00 

572  DuBois    135.50  102.00 

575  Pinckneyville   ..  771.25  1,727.50 

598  Lincoln    439.75  775.00 


Digitized  by 
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L.U.No.     Locution. 

1839  Clinton    

1895  Gilmour    

1904  Shelburn   

1938  Jasonville    

1952  Raglesville   

1982  Clinton    

2022  Jasonville    

2023  Ilymera    

2024  Jasonville 

2061  Sanford    

2062  Hymera    

2075  Turner    

2089  Hymera   

2090  Linton   

2095  Clinton 

2121  Jasonville    

2122  Athorton   

2125  Ayrshire    

2196  Terro   Haute    . . 
2245  W.  Tcrro  Haute. 

2343  Boonville    

2344  Boonville    

2382  Shelburn    

2410  Oakland    City.. 

2411  Bicknell    

2412  Linton     

2413  W.  Terre  Haute. 


L.U.No.     Location. 

1  Braidwood,    111..$ 

2  Spring  Valley 

3  Danville    . . 

4  Carbon  Hill 

11  Coal  City   . 

12  Hanaford    . 
26  Pittsburg    . 
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Tax.      Assessment.  L.TLNo.     Location.  Tax.     Assess: 

283.00  530.00      2422  Clinton    1,097.50  2,2 

643.00  1,392.00      2423  Vicksburg    518.50  1.1 

291.50  584.50  2429  Seeleyville    ....  321.25  8 

374.25  840.50      2430  Jasonville    374.70  3 

5.00           2431  Coalmont    185.50  3 

748.00  1,322.00      2445  Linton    578.30  1,3 

102.00  356.00      2446  Clinton   202.50  6 

690.47  1,502.50      2475  Shelburn   193.75  4 

907.75  1,949.00      2521  Wheatland    199.75  4 

123.00  132.00  2522  W.  Terre  Haute.  665.00  1,4 

370.75  700.00      2544  Shelburn    419.00  8 

82.00  304.00      2549  Fontanet    691.25  1,6 

702.25  1,511.50      2550  Boonville    129.25  2 

497.50  1,232.50      2591  Coal  Bluff   20.00 

132.50  340.00      2597  Rockville    22.75 

536.75  1,203.25  2598  Farmersburg    . .  114.50  3 

622.50  742.50      2607  Newburgh     50.75 

273.25  704.00  2632  W.  Terre  Haute.  387.50  8 

653.95  1,293.50      2663  Turner     512.75  1,1 

196.25  398.00      2689  Sullivan    446.50  1,1 

76.50  217.00      2690  Vicksburg    62.50 

185.50  399.50      2758  Sullivan    240.00  5 

631.50  1,489.00  2775  Terre  Haute    .  .  303.00  9 

46.50  99.00      2777  Ft.  Branch    102.50  2 

814.00  1,914.00                                               •     

407.50  1,062.25                    Totals    $45,500.40  $101..'5 

30.00  120.00 

DISTRICT  NO.  12. 

Tax.     Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location.  T:.x.      Assess 

191.00     $      407.50  27  Mt.  Pulaski    .  . .  74.50  1 

32.75  74.00          30  Lovington    113.00  1 

479.50  1,189.50          37  Coal  City    1,188.(K)  2, 

517.25  958.60          41   Catlin .  ..  378.25 

1,100.00  2.424.r)(»  43  Spring   V^illey..  1,572.75 

353.25  781.6.-           52  Ceutralia    2,833.00  5.< 

278.21  666.56          57   Marquette    1,153.75 
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I..U.NO.    LocatioD. 

58  Kewaneo     

67  Breese    

86  Danville    

88  Eldorado    

91  .Johnston    City.. 

H  Moweaqna    

98  DuQiiion    

W  Belleville    

100  Mapleton     

101  Pana  

M  Dunfermline    . . 

I07  8unfield    

109  Assumption    . . . 

122  Pocahontas    

125  Mt.  Olive   

146  Divernon    

165  Willisville    

167  Witt    

224  Lincoln    

240  Marseilles     

-47  Minonk    

264  Riverton    

275  Fairview    

283Westville    

291  Toluca    

297  New  Baden    . . . 

**00  Xilwood   . ' 

•^Belleville    

30.3  Rentchler    

^7  Sorento    

3lOHill8boro   

312  Muncie  

3J7  Springfield     

320  Danville    

321  Springfield    

3Z2  Danville    

331  Springfield    


Tax.     Assessment. 

396.00  583.00 

843.50  1,701.00 

199.75  461.75 

176.50  523.50 

10.00  30.00 

296.25  62*8.25 

396.50  595.25 

1,211.50  3,096.80 

103.25  183.25 

622.50  1,384.88 

719.75  1,623.25 

196.25  137.50 

454.75  988.25 

521.14  1,112.25 

1,259.50  2,854.50 

1,521.75  3,612.00 

1,171.50  3,094.44 

8.54.50  2,013.25 

557.50  1,209.00 

338.50  120.00 

420.25  997.50 

126.65  310.00 

58.50  49.50 

1,230.50  2,874.00 

1,450.00  3,375.00 

963.50  1,828.50 

410.50  892.00 

835.00  1,923.50 

176.85  430.78 

93.00  199.75 

1,004.75  2,432.10 

144.25  313.20 

228.75  585.50 

993.25  2,356.00 

260.50  608.50 

337.00  787.82 

203.00  477.50 
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L.U.No.     i^ocation. 

Tax.      AssessmenL 

341  Lenzburg    

77.00 

220.15 

343  Sparta  

141.25 

368.75 

348  Danville    

709.50 

1,552.00 

361  Niantic    

207.00 

485.25 

362  Coal  Valley   . . . 

174.50 

298.50 

366  Cutler    

354.50 

839.00 

368  Cuba   

817.00 
1,068.00 

1,731.63 

388  Clifford    

2,683.50 

409  DuQuoin   

573.50 

1,294.25 

413  Springfield    . ... 

760.75 

1,708.50 

420  Eldorado    

335.25 

773.75 

438  Equality   

55.50 

132.50 

439  Pleasant  Plains. 

24.88 

43.25 

448  Springfield    

873.25 

2,082.00 

467  S.  Wilmington.. 

1,093.50 

200.00 

468  Fairbury 

127.25 

299.00 

470  DuQuoin    

590.75 

1,119.12 

473  LaSalle    

1,219.50 

2,057.00 

474  Belleville    

425.75 

966.50 

478  DuQuoin    

889.05 

1,885.25 

482  Moline  

75.00 

149.00 

491  Auburn    

339.89 

753.75 

492  Springfield    

531.25 

1,087.50 

493  Riverton    

59.25 

109.00 

494  Springfield    

411.75 

771.00 

503  Westville    

1,850.50 

4,240.50 

oil  Tilden    

208.00 

389.00 

522  Pekin     

175.25 

415.25 

527  Litchfield    

140.00 

274.62 

532  Collison    

35.50 

535  Kramm    

141.25 

285.00 

563  E.  Peoria   

324.00 

812.00 

565  Equality    

149.75 

365.00 

567  Springfield    

122.50 

144.00 

1        572  DuBois    

135.50 

102.00 

\       575  Pincknoyville   .. 

771.25 

1,727.50 

)       598  Lincoln    

439.75 

775.00 
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L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessment.      L 

.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Asses 

f/Xj  Cantrall    

452.75 

1,049.00 

'11  Johnston    City.. 

6.54.75 

1, 

»>io  Murpbvsboro   . 

742.00 

1,734.75 

'V2  Edinburg    

26.75 

»511  Sparta   

407.00 

882.00 

"14  Braceville 

53.00 

»;i2  Mt.  Vernon    . . 

33.75 
416.75 

53.00 

1,101.50 

217.50 

715  Odin     

564.50 
493.75 

1 

61S  Peru    

'17  Marion   

1 

620  LaSalle   

904.50 

'20  Staunton 

1,384.50 

3, 

621  Sandoval    

.        763.75 

1,853.00 

■21  Pana   

786.75 

1, 

633  Athens   

404.00 

693.50 

726  Wenona    

755.00 

1, 

644  Hillsboro    .... 

744.75 

1,302.34 

728  Mt.  Olive   

1,481.00 

3, 

646  Taylorville    . . . 

868.75 

1,666.25 

'30  Gillespie    

1,708.00 

3, 

649  LaSalle    

762.50 

731  Springfield    

1,030.25 

2, 

fh,(j  Edwards   

279.75 

709.50 

"32  Pottstown    

614.25 

1, 

651  Rutland    

310.25 

723.50 

"34  Peoria    

960.75 

2, 

654  Tallula    

.        236.25 

554.00 

"36  Dalzell    

1,646.75 

Cyoo  Herrin    

705.75 

1,127.85 

"37  LaSalle    

582.50 

658  Percy 

679.75 

1,580.95 
1,431.50 

743  Lebanon    

183.25 

659  Sparta   

631.50 

744  Bartonville    .... 

534.50 

L 

G61  Hanna  City   . . 

206.25 

523.00 

"45  Pawnee   

1,408.75 

3. 

663  Coultcrville    . . 

209.25 

490.00 

748  Torino   

809.75 

1, 

668  Worden   

302.25 

725.97 

750  Belleville    

246.50 

672  Petersburg    . . . 

255.00 

328.50 

753  Blooinington     .  . 

591.37 

1, 

683  Murphysboro    . 

474.50 

1,109.50 

"54  Riverton    

1,094.50 

o 

6S5  CoJlinsville     . . 

.     3,257.14 

7,279.00 

755  Staunton     

2,357.50 

4. 

686  Glen  Carbon    . 

1,103.50 

2,350.75 

757  Elkville    

862.00 

I 

687  Freeburg     

529.00 

1,216.75 

7oS  Ledf ord    

656.50 

I 

691   Troy     

1,054.75 

2,672.00 

763  Girard   

654.00 

1. 

693  Virden    

669.00 

1,460.50 

765  Breese   

68f.50 

1 

694  Girard     

.        927.25 

2,072.50 

766  Fordville    

820.50 

1 

696  Galatia 

39.00 

23.50 

781  Decatur    

702.25 

701  Belleville    .... 

171.00 

407.15 

784  Marissa    

1,001.75 

2 

702  CarlinHville    . . 

346.75 

777.00 

"92  Norris 

733.75 

1 

703  0  'Fallon    

445.75 

1,175.85 

794  Eldorado    

834.25 

1 

704  Trenton    

.        548.75 

1,296.75 

798  Harrisburg    

1,147.00 

2 

705  OTallon   

1,066.75 

2,433.25 

SOO  Streator   

2,376.25 

5 

706  Crtseyvillc    

75.50 

189.00 

S07  Selbytown   

492.75 

707  Peoria    

47.25 

125.25 

^15  Lincoln    

1,093.00 

2 

710  Pana   

123.50 

361.50        J 

^20  Edwardsville    .. 

256.75 
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LU.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 

'^22Pana   701.50  1,634.50 

S26  Barclay   421.50  742.50 

S34  Spaulding    105.00  -352.00 

843  Muddy    831.18  1,789.48 

848  ColUnsville    ....  583.00  1,335.00 

SoO  Dawson    451.50  1,090.50 

»59  Belleville    857.50  1,928.75 

H60  St.  David    1,009.75  2,119.50 

892  Kingston  Mines.  510.00  1,186.00 

893  Canton    1,550.75  3,842.03 

895  Roanoke    660.00  1,110.00 

,      929  USalle    ...'....  1,242.75  3,065.00 

I     931  Beaton ville    ....  1,453.75  3,120.00 

'      944Herrin    1,190.00  2,690.50 

946  Farmington    . . .  571.25  1,488.50 

94'8  0akwood    160.25  357.75 

951  Ledford    444.00  926.15 

9'59  W.  Frankfort...  334.50  739.00 

974  Athens   56.75  208.50 

980  Coffeen    552.50  1,384.50 

986  Herrin    812.50  1,878.75 

992Zeigler    986.25  1,139.50 

996  Braidwood    307.25  733.50 

997  Springfield    341.75  828.00 

999  Springfield    ....  1,074.25  2,446.43 

1000  Herrin    188.75  395.50 

J^n  Colfax    73.75  158.25 

•    J^40  Harrisburg    ....  867.00  2,134.00 

^'^•'l  Ud.l    1,139.75  2,168.00 

1053  MaytOH    165.25  328.63 

1055  Cambria    504.50  952.00 

i057  Colchester     74.75  174.50 

1059  Carrier  Mills    ..  1,187.25  2,215.75 

1064  Danville    28.50  39.00 

1085  Cardiff    333.25  1,222.50 

1090  Athens    ^   312.00  697.50 

J(>91  Rovalton   304.00  594.50 
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L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 

1098  Cambria    345.00  713.14 

1101  Braidwood    22.25  56.00 

1103  Danville    720.75  1,458.00 

1104  Sherrard   708.50  1,486.25 

1108  Taft    1,433.45           

1112  Carrier  Mills  : .  109.00  218.00 

1115  Springfield     ....  747.75  1,598.50 

1117  Marion   494.75  1,134.00 

1131  Marion   15.75  68.25 

1144  Carterville    ....  1,118.75  2,486.50 

1146  Carterville     ....  837.75  2,083.00 

1151  Bend    1,078.00  1,675.00 

1193  Breroton   836.50  1,378.00 

1202  Tilden     293.75  611.50 

1207  Tamaroa   120.25  211,25 

1213  Farmington    . . .  1,387.50  2,620.77 

1228  Dewmaine   957.75  2,224.50 

1237  Sesser  1,127.75  1,837.00 

1239  Johnston    City..  390.00  807.00 

1248  Herrin    1,227.25  2,894.50 

1254  St.  Johns   50.50  75.50 

1273  Carterville    351.00  269.25 

1285  Mascoutah    329.75  769.00 

1356  Georgetown    ...  2.1.56.25  4.670.75 

1380  Marion    755.50  1,781.00 

1391  Thayer    1,506.85  3,557.25 

1397  Centralia    299.00  600.00 

1401  Mathcrsville    ..  279.00  685.50 

1415  Coiiltersville    .  .  105.38  125.00 

1421  Christopher    ...  •     24.25  36.50 

1425  Spa rland   442.25  881.50 

1449  Wasson    468.25  1,057.25 

1454  Marion    114.50  184.50 

1458  DuQiioin     120.25  273.00 

1459  Marion    46.00  109.50 

1466  Horrin    240.50  633.00 

1470  Benton    1,064.75  1,017.00 
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L.U.No.     Location. 

1471  Springfield    

1475  Panama    

1484  Nokomis    

1490  Fiatt    

1523  Cedar  Point  . . . 

1624  Seneca  

1632  Springfield     .... 

1677  Eldorado    

1722  Deer  Park    

1749  Westville    

1754  Mechanicsburg  . 

1769  Equality    

1776  W.    Frankfort.. 

1782  Royalton 

1795  Herrin    

1797  Belleville    

1800  Peoria    

1802  Maryville    

1806  Coulterville    . . . 

1807  Taylorville 

1821  Tilden    

1840  Oak  wood   

1865  Eldorado    

1880  Marion    

1893  Witt    

1 899  Belleville    

1901   Marion    

1908  Auburn    

1910  Harrisburg    

1911  Springfield    

1927  Farmington    . . . 
1941  Johnston    City.. 

1944  Westville    

1948  Pekin   

1971  West   Frankfort 

1 986  Norris    

2129  Marion    
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Tax.      Assessment.  L.U.No.    Location.  Tax.    Assessi 

358.50  860.50  2133  De  Soto 78.50  II 

1,213.75  2,593.12  2158  Tower   Hill 217.50  4< 

158.00  477.50  2212  Middletown    . . .  100.75 

337.00  757.00  2215  Johnston    City..  1,088.00  2,51 

949.00  435.00  2216  Marion    470.50  » 

7.75           2219  Gillespie   1,836.00  3,6i 

202.75  480.00  2221  Benton 1,147.00  2,8: 

584.25  1,165.00  2307  Granville 1,995.50 

552.00  1,261.50  2368  Murphysboro   . .  713.25  1,8! 

1,171.75  2,644.75  2376  Christopher    ...  1,476.25  3,4J 

126.50  297.00  2384  Gilchrist    252.25  6( 

72.12  158.25  2385  Springfield    ....  '  563.25  1,3' 

431.25  972.50  2403  Springfield    138.25  4: 

300.00  668.75  2404  Virden   1,217.75  2,5' 

512.50  1,570.50  2416  Farmersville    .  .  469.25  7! 

713.25  1,890.50  2441  Springfield    ....  834.00  1,61 

101.75  271.50  2443  Blue   Mound....  293.00  5! 

1,289.00  2,323.50  2467  Danville    143.75  3 

239.50  397.40  2468  Christopher  ... .  1,076.00  2,7 

28.75           2469  Carterville    ....  313.00  8 

50.00  119.00  2513  Taylorville   ....  903.00  2,0 

65.00  173.50  2514  Shiloh    629.50  1,3 

305.00  873.00  2515  Dorrisville    1,412.75  3.2 

1,078.25  2,617.25  2553  Springfield    699.50  1,3 

1,045.75  2,366.25  2554  Whiteash 136.50  4 

984.50  2,275.25  2555  Bush 969.50  2,3 

6.25           2556  Carterville    702.75  1,5 

420.50  996.00  2562  Springfield    76.75  1 

239.75  650.50  2604  De  Soto 33.25 

484.00  928.50  2619  Beckmeyer    662.25  1,5 

38.50  82.00  2621  Herrin    468.25  1,2 

559.50  1,113.33  2622  Decatur   702.25  S 

781.00  1,657.00  2650  Harrisburg    ....  94.75  2 

309.50  659.50  2651  Craig   286.25  ; 

233.75  497.50  2654  Auburn    732.75  1,( 

591.25  1,226.00  2656  Livingston    1,620.25  3 1 

2X4.65  393.85  2657  West   Frankfort  567.00  ( 
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LU.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 

2668  Fairmount 143.25  321.00 

2676  Danville    58.50  143.00 

2678  Johnston  City..  327.50  459.25 

2679  Hillsboro  803.50  1,928.62 

2703  Johnston  City..  714.25  1,351.50 

2704  Marion    228.00  486.50 

2705  Stoningt6n    ....  691.00  1,546.63 

2706  S.  Wilmington..  771.75           

2707  Benld   1,749.25 

2708  Belleville 1,218.75 


L.l'.Xo.     Location. 

2709  Xorris    City.. 

2710  Worden    

2711  Cherry   

2809  Farniington  . 
2837  Carrier  Mills. 
2840  Middle  Grove 
8617  Springs  Valley 


Tax.      A.sse8snient 


148.50 
373.00 
863.25 
394.50 
577.25 
130.00 
1,961.60 


380.50 
1,168.50 
1,997.00 

859.00 
1,317.75 

348.90 
^  149.95 


4,663.50 
2,756.75 

DISTRICT  NO.  13. 


Totals    $198,699.16  $404,071.44 


Tax.      Assessment. 


LU.No.    Location. 
10  Valley  Junction, 

Iowa    $  581.50  $1,310.00 

SoDes  Moines....  852.75  1,477.25 

56  Colfax    .: 1,122.00  2,350.00 

97  08kaloosa    210.50  541.00 

152  0ttumwa 312.50  479.50 

IWOttumwa 3.00  9.00 

159  Harkes 405.10  1,034.75 

172  Poster   34.26  66.00 

178  Beacon    151.50  331.75 

201  Brazil    1,028.90  2,242.25 

206  Seymour   1,038.00  2,170.50 

239  Mystic   348.25  931.00 

242  Avery    233.50  492.00 

318  Berwick    511.75  1,274.50 

323  EddyvUle    440.28  1,031.75 

326  Bosc  Hill 320.45  647.25 

372  Bathbnrn    641.50  1,476.00 

384  Des  Moines 780.35  1,712.75 

387  Jerome 85.50  318.25 

392  Ft.  Dodge 333.50  762.00 

407  Albia   34.75  69.50 

426  Oskaloopa    280.75  656.50 

534  Flagler 293.75  664.75 


L.U.No.     Location. 

536  Hamilton 

o53  Centerville    .... 
.  634  Mystic    

662  Cricket    

671  Colfax   

692  IVederic    

709  Madrid    

775  Cincinnati 

782  Albia    

783  Mendota,  Mo.. . 
790  Givin,    Iowa.. . . 

793  Albia   

812  Exline    

841  What  Cheer 

845  Norwoodville   .. 
851  Marquisville  .. . 

855  Lehigh   

869  Boone 

875  Niima 

903  Laddsdale   

916  Hitenian   

958  Unionville,  Mo. 

981  Everist    

991  Angus    


Tax.      Assessment. 

11.50  11.50 

3,260.52  6,380.23 

2,119.23  5,015.63 

269.39  511.90 
713.00  1,571.25 
543.25  1,108.25 
307.50  482.00 
790.50  1,589.75 
456.30  1,301.10 
289.50  386.00 

7.00  19.25 

386.25  973.00 

434.40  1,069.07 
68.15  161.10 

596.75  1,518.00 

418.25  1,084.50 

209.00  455.00 

1,315.77  2,989.65 

1,042.75  2,390.00 

163.68  388.00 

2,209.25  5,090.50 

92.50  207.75 

654.25  1,624.00 

74.75  137.00 
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L.U.No.     Ij<»cation. 

1039  Fraser    

1042  Buxton    

1047  Des  Moines 

1063  Lakonta    

1110  Dawson   

1121  Hocking    

1140  Des   Moines 

1169  Bear  Creek 

1178  Buxton 

1265  Otley   ^. . 

1318  Coalfield    

1573  Des   Moines 

1606  Olivet    

1616  Dean    

1655  Eveland 

1761  Madrid    

1799  Buxton    

1873  Centerville   

1907  Des  Moines 

1932  Evans 

1933  Chariton   

1958  Knoxville    

2140  White    City 


L.U.No.     Location. 
33  Mulberry,  Kan.$ 

40  Mulberry 

85  Stippville    

127  Chicopee   

135  Frontenac    

210  Weir 

219  Pittsburg    

267  M  u  1  b  e  r  r  y, 
Breezy  Hill . . 

273  Columbus    

393  Pittsburg    


l08 

Tax.      Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assess 

247.25  550.37  2341  Centerville   ....  113.63  i 

7.50  5.50      2357  Runnells    66.25  1 

565.25  1,218.75      2433  Ogden    134.25  1 

247.53  566.00  2460  Madrid,    High 

9.00           Bridge   538.39  1,1 

1,598.25  3,711.25      2470  Ankeny    892.75  1,7 

650.00  1,616.00      2482  Bussey   583.25  1,4 

561.25  1,184.00  24S5  Des   Moines. .. .  165.25  3 

118.75  226.25  2496  Des   Moines.  .. .  270.00  6 

31.50  56.75      2511  Enterprise 1,075.75  2,9 

197.00  359.00     2547  Givin   11.50 

915.00  1,925.50  2644  Woodward    ....  346.70  7 

31.25  96.00      2645  Ruthledgo   607.50  1,5 

179.22  305.75      2C52  Centerville   64.50 

16.75  39.25      2741  Hynes    1,446.62  2,9 

839.00  1,950.50      2768  Moingona   29.88 

3,949.75  10,194.00     2830  Ward   761.80  1,7 

395.25  919.50      2835  Harvey    46.15 

20.50  48.50     2876  Linnburg 33.50 

140.25  365.00      2988  Piano   106.00  1 

75.00  157.25                                              

77.50  249.00                   Totals    $44,940.44  $101,1 

296.25  647.00 

DISTRICT  NO.  14. 

Tax.      Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.      Assessi 

534.75  $  1,339.50       411  Arma    16.75 

102.25  135.00       414  Gross   9.75 

375.00  792.00  434  West   Mineral . .  106.75  1 

500.00  1,125.00       444  Frontenac    716.50  1,2 

770.00  1,759.03       445  Pittsburg    578.75  1,2 

328.25  841.00       447  Arcadia    261.25  5 

843.50  2,037.00       498  Scammou  .408.75  S 

501  Curranville    410.00  5 

422.75  987.75       528  Weir 110.00  5 

531.25  1,215.50       533  Midway   388.25  { 

55.00  110.00       544  Scranton    271.25  i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


L.U.No.    Location. 
569  Mineral    

588  Curran ville   

589  Yale 

597  Scammon    

723  Mulberry  

735  Pittsburg    

760  Scammon  

768  Arma    

902  Arthur    

960  Fuller 

1009  Osage    City 

1014  Boicourt    

1074  Burlingame  .... 

1088  Cherokee  

1094  Columbus    

1212  Croweburg    

\     1224  Bich   Hill 

;     1288  West   Mineral.. 
[      1294  Columbus    

1^  Gross    

^80  Pittsburg 

1661  Weir 

l«74Weir 

1697  West   Mineral.. 

1701  Osage   City 

1?65  Stone  City  .... 

1790  Pleasanton   .... 

1«20  Roseland    

1835  Frontenac    

1870  Minden  Mines,  Mo. 
18M  Curranville,  E:an. 

/896  Curran  ville  

1922  Croweburg    

1063  Pittsburg    

1990  Mulberry 


Tax.    Assessment. 

1,831.25  4,212.50 

174.00  187.75 

260.00  437.50 

312.20  891.50 

179.00  358.00 

258.00  526.00 

163.25  433.00 

14.25  28.50 

34.50  114,50 

270.25  667.50 

384.12  10.00 

54.00  132.00 

63.00  

116.25  285.00 

494.75  1,122.25 

225.00  310.00 

16.65  50.50 

440.00  1,020.00 

47.25  113.00 

121.37  145.70 

203.75  525.70 

47.50  86.50 

99.00  193.50 

159.00  418.00 

45.75  4.00 

349.75  793.25 

89.75  97.00 

1Q8.25  287.50 

103.80  229.00 

113.25  277.00 

632.25  1,436.00 

10.50  

359.00  855.50 

150.00  300.00 

266.75  719.50 
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L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.      Assessment. 

1991  Mulberry 117.50  277.00 

2179  Englevale   51.50  66.00 

2286  Chicopee   92.50  195.00 

2289  Cherokee   165.00  60.00 

2302  Mulberry 63.50  106.00 

2330  Mulberry 122.00  244.00 

2333  Mulberry 22.00  64.00 

2359  Frontenac   571.00  1,312.00 

2371  West   Mineral..  310.00  750.00 

2377  Burlingame 143.75  75.00 

2425  Mineral    4.30  18.00 

2455  Franklin    520.50  1,127.00 

2479  Rich   Hill 134.28  299.50 

2498  Pittsburg    20.00  57.00 

2524  Cherokee   47.50  80.00 

2620  Pittsburg    421.00  1,107.00 

2624  Girard    382.00  939.00 

2635  Pittsburg    399.00  935.50 

2637  Scammon  235.75  513.00 

2662  Corona   402.75  877.60 

2673  Pittsburg    153.75  306.75 

2714  Mulberry 152.75  410.50 

2755  Scammon  69.75  139.50 

2771  Pittsburg    165.50  378.50 

2798  Mulberry 331.50  741.00 

2827  Fuller 386.25  887.50 

2839  Frontenac   321.75  693.00 

2851  Gross    51.25  69.00 

2852  Pittsburg,    Bad- 
.ley  Station...  372.75  868.50 

2858  Girard    179.00  450.00 

2861  Mindenmines    ..  233.75  542.50 

2864  Scammon 400.50  900.00 

Totals    $22,982.47     $49,932.18 


Digitized  by 
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DI8TBICT  NO.  15. 


r*.L'.No.     Locatiou. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

L.r.Xo.     Location. 

Tax.      . 

A.sses: 

^  Superior,    Colo..$ 

1.25 

$         3.50 

1772  Palisades    

22.00 

995  Erie   

45.55 

117.00 

2409  Coal   Creek 

7.75 

13*8  Lafayette  

91.25 

227.75 

2546  Bock  vale  

24.00 

1417  Erie   

1«62  Cnrtis 

24.50 
30.50 

49.00 

Totals    $ 

336.55 

$ 

1668  Louisville    

89.75 

74.50 

DISTRICT  NO.  16. 

f^U.Xo.     Location. 

Tax.      . 

Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      - 

Asses 

610  Meyersdale,  Pa.$ 

21.50 

$        21.00 

1502  Moscow   Mills, 

635  Yale    Summit, 

Md 

3.00 

Md 

20.00 

25.00 

Totals    $ 

44^0 

$ 

DISTRICT  NO.  17. 

L.U.N'o.     Loeation. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

L.U.No.     Ix>cation. 

Tax.'    . 

Asses 

15  Ashland,   Ky...$ 

13.75 

1314  Olcott    

43.75 

128  Mahan,  W.  Va. 

21.80 

1327  Hugheston    

50.50 

143  Kimberly    

10.00 

1395  Shrewsbury    ... 

7.50 

263  Mucklow   

25.00 

1         4.00 

1448  Longacre 

112.75 

285  Donwood   

38.00 

5.00 

1673  Hartford   

86.25 

404  Mammoth   

138.75 

70.50 

1764  Hansford 

71.25 

531  Carbondale   .... 

394.00 

150.00 

1791  Dungriff    

15.25 

546  Hcrnshaw    

117.75 

1808  Elk    Ridge 

169.00 

636  Handley    

66.25 

156.50 

1869  Longacre 

65.00 

660  Smithem    

56.50 

6.00 

1914  Plymouth    

44.75 

722  Standard  

32.25 

41.00 

1925  Blakeley    

16.25 

979  Pocahontas   

36.00 

90.00 

1931  Donwood   

44.00 

1007  Eagle    

4.00 

1950  Montgomery  . . . 

33.00 

1037  Carbondale   .... 

212.50 

160.50 

2005  Dungriff    

61.75 

1038  Gamoca  

6.25 

2014  Brilliant    

25.25 

1179  Olcott    

33.50 

24.00 

2015  Plymouth    

114.00 

1209  Crown   Hill 

20.50 

2018  Harewood   

27.50 

1267  Burnwell   

69.50 

194.00 

2032  Poweltown 

52.00 

1.276  Boomer    

271.45 

2038  Coalburg   

48.75 

1292  Cannelton    

410.75 

45.50 

2067  Handley    

51.63 

Digitized  by 


Google 


Ill 


L.U.No.    Location. 

2115  Donwood  

S120  Black  Betsey... 

2172  Marting 

2197  Monarch   

2207Mucklow   

2236  Winifrede  

2347  Putney 

2356  Crown  ffill 

2358  Barnwell    

LU.No.    Location. 

l^Taber,  Alta., 
Can $ 

2»  Bankhead,  Alta. 

102Taber,  Alta.... 

*31  Bellevue,  Alta.. 

574Lethbridge    .... 

^  Burmis,  Alta . . . 

1058  Hillcrest   

1126  Diamond  City . . 

1189  Kipp    

i^LiUe  

1263  Prank    

^7  Canmore   

1959Taber  

2163  Blairmore   

LU.No.     Location. 
6  Pittsburg,  Ky..$ 

119  Strunk  

157  W  o  o  1  d  r  i  dge, 

Tenn 

253  Wooldridge   .... 

449  Viva,   Ky 

667  Petros,  Tenn . . . 
733  Kensee,  Ky 


Tax.     Assessment. 
11.50  


459.00 
138.50 
57.75 
27.99 
166.25 
37.50 
25.50 
32.25 


36.00 
20.00 
12.75 
44.25 
40.06 


84.00 


L.U.No.     Location. 

2474  Tomsburg   

2480  Cedar   Grove... 

2570  Lanham  

2681  Ward   

2685  Tomsburg   

2692  Kimberley    


Tax.     Assessment. 

25.60  

19.50  

15.00  

174.70  10.00 

34.25  81.50 

8.75  14.00 


Totals        . . .  .$  4,352.67     $  2,058.05 


DISTRICT  NO.  18. 
Tax.     Assessment.      L.U.No.     Location. 


Tax.    Assessment. 


59.25 
475.60 

60.00 
118.75 
361.50 

47.75 
433.50 

42.75 

67.25 
219.50 
298.25 
294.50 
283.50 

95.25 


32.50 

1,693.25 

151.00 

448.00 

978.00 

52.50 

1,244.25 

85.50 


1,151.00 
952.00 
786.50 
817.00 
236.00 


2178  Diamond  City.. 

2227  Coleman    

2314  Femie   

2334  Michel,  B.  C... 
2352  Passburgh,  Alta. 

2378  Cardiff  

2497  Hosmer,  B.  C... 
2589  Royal  View, 

Alta 

2633  Coleman    

2829  Mapleleaf   

2877  Corbin,  B.  C... 


76.60 

93.00 

1,951.75 

1,285.00 

96.50 

116.00 

557.50 


213.25 

102.00 

6,067.00 

3,341.25 

281.50 

289.00 

1,304.00 


126.75  341.50 

439.25  1,206.50 

28.50  94.00 

85.25  220.50 


Totals    $7,713.45     $22,088.00 


DISTRICT  NO.  19. 


Tax.      Assessment.      L.U.No.     Location. 


2.00 
2.25    $ 

186.50 
129.75 

6.00 

3.00 
50.25 


806  Est  Bernstadt. 


4.50       832  Sale    Creek 

890  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

75.00  913  Bell  Jellico,  Ky. 

19.75  1028  Straight   Creek. 

1087  Oliver     Springs, 

7.50  Tenn 

1097  Montlake    


Tax.      Assessment. 

210.50  

12.25  

1,341.75  10.00 

7.50  

4.75  7.00 

17.25  

175.99  


Digitized  by 


Google 


LuU.No.    Location. 
1308  Pittsburg,  Ky. . 
1915  W  o  o  I  d  r  i  dge, 

TenD 

1967  Bric«vi]]e    

L.U.No.     Lof^atioD. 
367  Aldrich,  Ala....$ 
497  Lehigh   

1114  Coal  City 

1424  Warrior   

1525  Birmingham    ... 

L.U.No.     Location. 
17  Aklerson,   Ok1a.$ 

31  Craig   

•197  Ilenryetta   

241  Henrj'otta   

302  Hartford,    Ark.. 

310  Midland    

374  Excelsior   

398  Ked    Oak 

486  Potcau    

543  Midway   

560  Ilackctt   

571  Montana    

586  Huntington     .  .  . 

613  Hates    

719  RuBBCllvillo   

742  Williams    

746  Dow    

787    Bridgci)ort,  Tex. 

874  Peoria,  Ark 

894  Lyra,  Tex 

938  McAlester,  Okla. 

989  Dennincr.    Ark.  . 
1006  McAlester,  Okla. 
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Tax.     Assessment.  L.U.No.    Location.  Tax.     Asset 

174.00                4.50  2093  Xewcomb    5.50 

2340  Coal    Creek 72.76 

41.75  — 

7.40  Totals    $  2,451.15     $ 

DISTRICT  NO.  20. 

Tax.      Assessment.  L.I'.Xo.     Location.  Tax.      Asses 

310.50     $      722.00  1734  Altoona    7.25 

5.00              15.00  17r>7  Stouts  Mountain  12.25 

16.50              12.00  1916  Blocton    6.95 

12.00  2.00  — 

40.50  88.00  Totals    $      410.95     $ 

DISTRICT  NO.  21. 

Tax.     Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Asses 

544.00     $  1,309.10  1026  Coalgate    893.00         1 

192.50            482.50  1116  Paris,   Ark 189.75 

542.25         1,267.50  1127  Wilburton.  Okla.  567.50         1 

72.50            167.50  1130  Hackott,  Ark...  165.50 

4.13                8.25  1153  Hughes,  Okla..  .  24.25 

270.75            619.50  1164  Savanna    107.00 

28.75              57.50  1170  Chant   809.50          1 

129.75            305.50  1176  Haileyville    258.75 

5.00              12.25  1177  Dewar    54.75 

67.55            172.00  1191  Coalgate    1,756.60         4 

121.30            222.90  1199  Bonanza,    Ark.  .  274.50 

145.25            381.50  1258  Bache,  Okla.   ...  44.75 

1,313.75         3,151.00  1284  Hartshorne    126.25 

14.00              58.00  1303  Savanna    159.15 

15.00           1306  Adamson    615.00          : 

25.00              50.00  1315  Ft.  Smith,  Ark.  510.00          : 

12.75              25.50  1354  Russellville   ...  .  207.35 

817.35         1,891.25  1526  Hartford    433.75 

3.00            1530  Paris    l.oo 

483.75         1,358.50  1556  Russellville   ... .  250.12 

15.50              20.00  1565  Midland 377.25 

441.50            959.24  1777  Gowen.   Okla.  .  .  376.25 

90.50              61.00  1778  Pocahontas   169.75 


Digitized  by 


Google 


L-U-No.    Location.  Tax.    Assessment. 

1780  Krebs 215.50  642.00 

1810  Greenwood,  Ark.  736.50  1,721.00 

1811  Phillips,  Okla. .  662.00  1,579.00 
1814  Denning,  Ark..  819.88  1,933.25 
1816  Alderson,  Okla.  360.25  1,031.65 

1818  McAlester 174.65  416.25 

1819  Lehigh   1,314.25  3,126.00 

1824  Hartford,  Ark..  92.50  282.50 

1842  Greenwood   ....  275.49  619.73 

1856  Pittsburg,  Okla.  353.00  862.50 

1864  Wilburton   .....  406.54  1,057.70 

1912  Hartford,   Ark..  438.25  996.50 

1934  Carbon,   Okla...  6.75  25.00 

2027  Denning,   Ark..  98.25  212.20 

2028  Howe,  Okla. . . .  135.50  322.00 
2053  Ghirksville,  Ark.  488.25  1,254.50 

2070  5ow,   Okla 357.85  855.00 

2084  Hughes    53.75  149.50 

2097  Hartshorne   ....  421.25  1,067.50 

2110  Midland,    Ark..  302.70  785.00 

2111  Lutie    207.50  582.50 

2131  Wilburton,  Okla.  86.50  208.00 

2160  Coal  Hill 262.50  533.50 

2165  Carbon 105.00  329.00 

2201  Bryant   143.45  342.00 

2208  Bache  202.25  391.00 

2220  Sutter    75.00  210.00 

2234  Alderson    56.50  145.50 

2277  Carbon  80.00  320.00 

2283  Gowen    543.25  1,356.00 

22S7  Dewar    271.75  651.50 

2316  Midland,    Ark..  307.40  708.81 

2317  McAlester,  Okla.  76.00  244.50 


118 

I1.U.N0.    Location. 

2327  Krebs 

2332  Henryetta   

2407  Huntington, Ark. 
2415  Coalton,   Okla. . 

2442  Henryetta 

2466  Bridgeport,  Tex. 
2487  Panama,  Okla. . 
2494  Midland,  Ark . . 
2505  Carbon,  Okla. . . 
2518  Adamson,  Okla. 
2535  Strawn,  Tex.... 

2538  Thurber   

2557  Henryetta,  Okla. 

2566  Alix,  Ark 

2567  Coaldale    

2590  H  a  i  1  e  y  v  ille, 

Okla 

2608  N.  McAlester... 
2615  Greenwood,  Ark. 
2660  Bokoshe,   Okla.. 

2748  Coalgate    

2749  Wilburton    

2763  Thurber,  Tex.. . 
2766  Greenwood,  Ark. 

2769  Hartford   

2770  Hartford,   Ark.. 

2772  E*xcel8ior  

2773  Clarksville    

2841  Midland 

2853  New  Castle,Tex. 
2856  B:ites,    Ark 


373.50 

400.00 

268.00 

631.00 

75.00 

272.00 

292.75 

648.00 

122.20 

328.00 

230.50 

548.50 

102.25 

204.50 

468.00 

1,107.00 

46.25 

91.45 

150.00 

385.00 

415.50 

575.00 

2,423.00 

4,439.50 

16.75 

38.50 

541.75 

1,239.00 

46.50 

179.00 

178.25 

463.50 

54.50 

126.25 

69.00 

155.50 

331.50 

585.50 

47.26 

102.50 

550.00 

550.00 

1,774.75 

3,648.00 

701.55 

1,562.50 

83.50 

249.00 

145.45 

365.00 

44.37 

155.50 

6.75 

13.50 

256.00 

596.00 

341.75 

442.25 

1.25 

2.50 

Totals    $34,015.59     $77,484.0.1 


Digitized  by 
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L.i;.Xo.     Loeation.  Tax. 

290  Monarek,  Wjo..$  934^0 

d05  Belimnee    105^ 

d09  Sbawaee    5.75 

1253  Sampo   47.25 

1307  Elkol    127.50 

2055  Xcw  Aeme 34.50 

2174  Roek  Springs...  1,633.00 

2282  Boek  Springs...  1,026.05 

2293  Boek  Springs...  1,787.88 

2309  Ro«k  Springs...  170.25 

2311  AJmy    133.99 

2312  Dictz    867.25 

2318  Cnmberiand    . . .  825.50 

2325  Sweetwater    . . .  432.90 

2328  Superior    1,263.25 

2331  Oakley    490.14 

2335  Hanna   1,471.25 

2336  Diamondville   ..  501.87 

L.U.No.     Location.  Tax. 

72  Island,  Kj $  18.25 

174  Cleaton    255.62 

188  Beech  Creek  ...  346.51 

256  CorydoiJ    123.13 

328  Spottsville    102.75 

354  Henderson    33.99 

356  Owensboro    170.25 

487  Simmons   565.25 

602  Central  City  ...  635.25 

607  Mercer  Station.  300.25 

630  Island   135.50 

631  Beaver  Dam   ...  766.00 

645  Island    316.25 

665  McHenry    571.50 

we  Bender   108.00 
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DISTBICT  No.  22. 

.Assessment.  L.U.Xo.     Location.  Tax.     Asset 

$  2,357.00  2337  Cnmberiand    . . .  456.98 

210.00     2360  Frontier   897.75        2 

11.50     2361  Glencoe    463.40         1 

2365  Kooi    567.00 

26.00  2516  Bock  Springs...  372.25 

61-50     2517  Frontier   223.75 

3,727.00      2532  Cambria    1,553.25         2 

2,302.50      2616  Superior    1,203.75         J 

4.274.11      2630  Hudson    339.25 

404-50      2671  Gebo     261.60 

408.50      2700  Crosby    193.25 

2,144-00     2702  Gunn    436.25         ] 

1^8.00      2713  Acme   243.25 

752.75  2742  Carney ville    ....  715.00        1 

2,955.00      2752  Sublet    819.00         : 

1,192.00  29S4  Point  of  Rocks.  8.50 

3,493.50  - 

1,152.28                   Totals    $20,612.56     $4: 

DISTBICT  No.  23. 

.Assessment.  L.U.Xo.     Location.  Tax.     Asse 

$        55.50        669  Cleaton    613.25 

640.25        678  Echols   323.50 

947.25        680  Drakesboro    396.75 

292.25        6S1  Hillside    226.75 

273.00        6S2  Powderly    447.25 

46.50  708  Morganfield   ....  99.55 

239.50        716  Cleaton    377.75 

1,241.70        780  Island    4.25 

1,498.50        S09  McHenry   719.50 

601.50  852  Point   Pleasant.  1.75 

315.00        990  Sturgis    55.00 

1,769.00      1017  Rockport   195.50 

849.50  1021  Henderson    ....  111.21 

1,303.00      1093  Browder    263.35 

259.00      1124  De  Koven 557.12 
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L.U.No.    Location. 

1125  Haiside   

llSSBaskett   

1282  De  Koven   

1289Cleaton    

1309  Morganfield    ... 
1335  Beech  Creek  .. 

13^  Island    

1491  So.  Carrollton.. 

IWO  Greenville    

1735  Midland   

1793  Bender    

1^  HebbardsviUe  .. 
1M2  Mercer  Station. 


t^U.No.    Location. 

129  Saginaw,  Mich . .  $ 

137  Bay  City 

^Bay  City  

WO  Bay  City 

WIS  St.  Charles  .... 

1166  Bay  City 

^Bay  City   

1222  Saginaw    

^8  Saginaw    

^79  Bay  City  

1419  Saginaw    

1567  Saginaw    

1574  Bay  City 

[  1620  Bay  City t 

LU.No.    Location. 

tf5  Keota,  Mo $ 

104  Camden    

149  Moberly   

171  Lexington    

J  77  Mareeline   


115 

Tax.     Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 

254.50           561.00  1935  Drakesboro    ....  356.50  843.50 

292.00           729.00  -166  Central  City    ..  125.25  346.50 

87.50           243.00  2370  Hillside    97.25  233.50 

127.75           359.00  2504  Nelson   Creek. ..  18.25  35.05 

127.74            223.50  2572  Drakesboro    ....  91.50  279.00 

45.25              90.50  2600  Uniontown    74.00           

10.50             36.50  2613  Graham   1,010.00  2,370.50 

46.25           111.50  2629  Drakesboro    ....  14.00  22.00 

748.50         1,733.00  2754  Wavery   16.50           

177.25           392.00  2783  Nelson    267.00  531.50 

15.00             30.00  2870  Drakesboro    ....  326.00  949.50 

103.50           273.50  

365.90           850.70                   Totals    $13,638.87  $31,951.65 

DISTRICT  No.  24. 

Tax.      Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location.    '  Tax.      Assessment. 

327.00     $    743.75  1690  Saginaw    8.25  16.50 

339.50           820.25  2016  Henderson    ....  109.50  222.00 

3.00             12.00  2414  Saginaw    706.75  1,682.50 

48.25           114.00  2462  St.  Charles  ....  387.69  1,078.00 

755.50        1,761.00  2463  Bay  City  37.51  89.25 

822.25        1,928.50  2523  Akron    377.00  888.50 

856.25        2,010.00  2564  Saginaw    398.10  846.11 

394.00           892.50  2568  Flint  224.45  159.00 

61.25           172.50  2636  Bay  City  128.75  268.50 

30.50             89.00  2664  Bay  City  488.00  1,228.50 

59.75           178.00  2808  Bay  City  238.75  724.50 

420.00        1,047.00  2865  Saginaw    110.50  307.80 

353.50        1,124.50  

50.25              64.00                   Totals    $7,736.25  $18,468.16 

DISTRICT  No.  25. 

Tax.     Assessment.  L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.      Assessment. 

274.24  $     912.50        298  Richmond   . . . . ;  2,031.75  5,067.15 

128.25  383.00        347  Creighton    14.25           

19.80             34.00        377  Higginsville  . . .  299.00  291.50 

2,112.75        5,011.50        380  Missouri    City..  328.25  708.50 

501.19         1,165.90        386  Milan    22.00  20.00 
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LuU^o.    Loeatioo.  Tax.     Assessment. 
fi7&  Leavenworth, 

Kan,    512iK)  850.00 

T24  Perry   112.  '50  260.00 

749  Highe'?   41.13  82.25 

*Jl9  Bevier   1^0175  3,082.50 

947  Orrick    392.60  1,163.50 

954  Higbee   671.00  1,584.00 

956  Ardmore    138.35  524.00 

1032  Macon   41.50  82.00 

1041  Elliott    372.91  809.75 

1067, Dover   35.90  70.25 

1073  Dcepwater    214.50  511.00 

1089  Waverly    280.30  564.50 

1135  Huntsville   1,061.25  1,837.50 

1226  Xovinger 694.00  1,629.00 

1231  Wellington    209.00  238.00 

1400  Cordem    259.25  634.90 

1429  Leavenworth    ..  301.25  603.50 

1442  Novinger    691.50  1,682.50 

1472  Napoleon  24.00  63.40 

1611  Leavenworth   . .  313.25  717.50 


2614  Windsor    . . 
2649  Higbee    ... 

2669  Bowen   

2686  Kirksville 
2695  Trenton    . . . 

2744  Keota    

2855  Kirksville 
2862  Wellington 


284.00 
70.15 

407.00 
53.84 
88.75 

970.74 
88.13 
68.75 


L.U.No.    Location.  Tax.    Asses 

1720  Yates   171.75 

1827  Lexington   555.65 

1847  Connellsville    . .  452.86 

1858  Leavenworth  ^  ..  515.25 

1874  Richmond    61.97 

1875  Brookfield    175.50 

1918  Bevier    . .  t 1,205.00 

1928  Camden    68.13 

1942  Novinger    78.60 

2143  Narceline    524.75 

2205  Novinger    219.12 


Totals    $19,460.86     $4^ 


DISTRICT  NO.  26. 


L.U.No.     Location. 

Tax.      Assessment. 

469  Springhill,  N.  8.$ 

396.50     $ 

12.00 

530  Dominion,  No.  6 

60.75 

36.00 

550  Glace  Bay 

25.25 

25.00 

576  Glace  Bay  ...... 

63.75 

583  Dominion,  No.  1 

8.00 

640  Glace  Bay 

18.49 

39.00 

695  Caledonia  Mines 

74.51 

40.50 

739  Bridgeport    

46.25 

756  Dominion  No.  12 

13.75 

22.50 

945  Sydney    Mines.. 

116.50 

210.25 

L.U.No.     Location. 
950  Dominion,   No.  4 

1300  Inverness    

1366  Port  Hood    

1478  Joggins    Mines. 
1705  Reserve  Mines.. 

1746  Florence    

2173  Port  Morien    .  .. 


Tax.  Asse 
39.25 
5.25 
15.00 
133.00 
85.00 
13.75 
23.50 


Totals    $  1,138.50     $ 
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DISTEICT 

LU.Xo.    Location.  Tax.  Assessment. 

370  Belt,  Mont.    ...$  656.25  $1,556.50 

'    858  Washoe   252.50  615.50 

»15  Klein    949.50  1,410.50 

928  Roundup    285.00  566.00 

1070  Coalville   93.00  286.00 

1340  Bridger   155.00  324.00 

1'27  Bear  Creek   ....  140.00  345.50 

1<29  Bear  Creek   ....  320.50  906.50 

1733  Bear  Creek   ....  215.00  474.50 

1771  Red   Lodge    ....  2,081.25  3,375.00 

1989  Hoffman    136.75  299.00 


NO.  27. 

L.U.No.     Location. 
2020  Sand  Coulee   . . 

2046  Chestnut   . 

2301  Stockett    

2579  Fromberg    

2588  Lewistown    . . . 
2628  Chimney  Bock. 

2646  Roundup   

2659  Washoe  

2866  Roundup    


Tax.      Assessment. 
907.50         2,242.50 


62.25 

1,299.50 

52.50 

30.50 

108.25 

7.00 

425.25 

633.50 


153.00 

3,060.00 

125.00 

69.50 

276.00 

21.00 

1,054.00 

1,45(J.00 


Totals    $  8,811.00     $18,610.00 


LOCAL  UNION  NO.  828. 
L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.   ...$        78.25     $        14.00 


14.00 


Total    $        78.25     $ 

INDIVIDUAL  ACCOUNT. 

L.U.No.     Location.  Tax.     Assessment. 

Chas.  Dupey,  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn $ 

Albert  Jabar,  Expe- 
dite Pa 


1.25    $ 


2.50 


2.00 


Totals 


1.25     $ 


4.50 


1910. 
Dec.        5. 

"  9. 

''  9. 

It        24. 

1911 
Jan.      11. 

"         14. 

'  •         14. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INCOME. 

Local  Union  2870,  Dist.  23,  bal.  on  protested  check.  ..$  11.25 

Local  Union  1615,  Dist.  12,  balance  in  treasury 23.98 

Local  Union  1745,  Dist.  7,  balance  in  treasury 7.04 

Local  Union  2609,  Dist.  2,  balance  in  treasury 1.96 

J.  O.  Grabam,  corrected  check  returned 221.25 

Interest  on  deposit.  Capital  National  Bank 67.94 

Interest  on  deposit.  Union  National  Bank 89.86 
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191J. 

■**i -      >".     A i>r»  ExpreK  Co..  refosd  "H  ;*ackaLge   .53 

-T.     Lrjrau     UfiKJC     •^IJ.    Di«T.     1-.     prot<^e4    ^Irmft     and 

;r.t*!=t  f«« 21S.;>5 

F«-        i,    J',.L£  E.  Horgan.  {avment  of  overdraft   50.00 

2.    Jas.  WeJct,  refcnd  on  trase«jK>rtaTion   .12 

•'         2.     Ixieai  Union  11*26.  Dist.  21.  thetk  retnnied  for  signa- 

tnre 355.00 

i:.     I»cal  Union  1^(54.  Dist.  21.  check  returned  for  signa- 

lore   87.50 

I».     L/>ea]  Union  4S3,  Dist.  1,  balance  in  treasarr    45.00 

2-A     I»cal  Union  517.  Dist.  12,  balance  in  treasurj 2.25 

20.     Local  Union  1530,  Dist.  21,  balance  in  treasarv 31.99 

''       2».     Interest  on  deposit.  Capital  National  Bank 177.25 

'  *       2«.     Interest  on  deposit.  Union  National  Bank 124.62 

M^^reii  20.     Amonnt  donated  to  Sweden,  refunded   1.000.00 

"       25.     Balance  in  treasury,  L.  U.  Xo.  ISOl,  Dist.  6 1.00 

' '       Zl,     Interest  on  deposit.  Capital  National  Bank 127.40 

*'       31.     Interest  on  <1eposit.  Union  Nntional  Bank 76.76 

.April    17.     Refunded  by  A.  W.  Jenkins,  error  in  account 6.20 

'*        17.     Refunded  by  Tbos.  M.  King,  error  in  account 1.90 

20.  Interest  on   deposit,  German   Amer.  Trust   Co 201.79 

21.  Sale  of  old  paper   7.00 

*'        29.     Interest  on  deposit.  Capital  National  Bank    123.29 

'  *       29.     Interest  on   'leposit.  Union  National  Bank    48.93 

May      12.     Balance  in  treasury,  L.  U.  No.  1957,  Dist.  9 17.70 

:n.     Interest  on  deposit,  Capital  National  Bank    108.21 

Jane       3.     Balance  in  Treasury,  L.  U.  No.  1926,  Dist.  5 10.00 

"         7.    Check  returned  for  signature,  Mike  Fury,  L.  U.  No. 

521,    Dist,    2 228.75 

"       13.     Protested    check,    F.    .\.    Newnuin,    L.    U.    No.    343, 

IHst.  12   34.90 

'*       20.     Corrected  M.  O.,  Joseph   Timko,    L.    U.    No.   1830, 

Dist.    5 56.75 

"       21.     Balance  election  loan  refunded  by  Dist.  10 309.34 

"       28.     T.  P.  Fahey  refunded  on  loan 5.25 

' '       30,     Interest  on  deposit,  Capital  National  Bank 58.49 

July        5.     Balance  in  Treasury,  L.  U.  No.  861,  Dist.  5 10.00 
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1911. 

July     10.    Refund  on  Coal  Trade  Journal  subscription   .50 

*'       13.    Protested  draft,  Jno.  B.  Jones,  L.  U.  No.  2532,  Dis- 
trict 22   362.80 

**       22.     J.  B.  McLachlan,  balance  Port  Morien  fund  returned.  529.25 

*'       22.    Jas.  D.  McLennan,  balance  Neilson  c^se  fund  returned.  1,083.24 

**       24.     Balance  in  Treasury,  L.  U.  No.  154,  Dist.  13 7.53 

Aug.      23.     A.  B.   McGary,  expense   money   advanced   July   21, 

1911,    returned 20.00 

'*       23.     John  M.  Mack,  return  of  amount  overdrawn  by  Adam 

Ryscavage  at  close  of  Second  Quarter,  1909 30.15 

*'       23.     Corrected  check  returned,  J.  M.  Cahal,  L.  U.  No.  352, 

Dist.    11 57.50 

*'       24.     Whitehead  &  Hoag  Co.,  commission  on  badges 67.04 

Sept.       1.     Funds  of  abandoned  L.  U.  No.  790,  Dist.  13 11.80 

**         5.     Funds  of  abandoned  L.  U.  No.  2002,  Dist.  5 67.08 

*'         5.     J.  D.  McLaughlin,  check  returned  for  correction 53.47 

'*       21.     Donation  for  Irwin  Field  Debt,  L.  U.  No.  492,  Dist.  5  100.21 

'*       27.     Funds  of  abandoned  L.  U.  No.  1664,  Dist.  5 164.00 

Oct.         9.     Fines  for  delinquency  L.  U.  No.  2050,  Dist.  5 5.00 

*  *       14.     Whitehead  &  Hoag,  commission  on  badges 52.04 

"       17.    Refund  from  U.  S.  Express  Co .60 

*'       31.     Funds  of  abandoned  L.  U.  No.  2243,  Dist.  5 150.00 

Nov.  9.  Outstanding  check  No.  11,459,  issued  to  Alton  R.  Kin- 
ney, September  16,  1908 1.00 

"  9.  Outstanding  check  No.  11,549,  issued  to  Mose  Cald- 
well, September  23,   1908 1.25 

**  9.     Outstanding  check  No.    12.316,   issued   to   D.   Both- 

weck,    December    11,    1908 1.00 

**  9.     Outstanding  check  No.  13,937,  issued  to  Dom  Vitton, 

May   22,   1909    1.00 

*  *  9.     Outstanding  check  No.  15,034,  issued  to  Calvin  Geary, 

September  24,  1909  1.25 

*  •  9.    Outstanding  check  No.  16,840,  issued  to  Myles  Friel, 

March    7,    1910    3.00 

••         17.     James  Cantwell,  refunded  from  Irwin  strike  funds..  25,000.00 

$31,720.48 
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EXPEXl/ITUBES. 

3JLLABIES  OF 

OrrV  Ei:«.  OBGAXIZEBS  AXD  EMPLOYES, 

FOR  THE  YEAB  1911. 


:»i.rj%  Paid. 

A-.«jk:i.  iUry   «  Vi^.^'j 

A;,'^jffrr'tL*0t.  A:f>era S^I.CrJ 

>..not,  ii^r-tTt   1^'?44.7(» 

A  lit,  Vvf.i*  42.'>lf 

hkti^f  O^.rge    2.446-77 

/JartAKr,   '^ 1.C57.1& 

fiatl^y,  Charles   97  \&5 

Baxl/?r,  Wm 1.171.4> 

Vaat(\^    lloreuce    S57.65 

I'^'.TXufAif  Parjl   J»  11.55 

P.'J^^rj.  John    514.0S 

iUt^mftt-M,  Uhiry   937.70 

Hritton,  John  L 1.4S5.10 

Brov^jy,   A.   ^' 439.45 

Hurk",  Sharif"    819.53 

Murkr;,    .\Khol;i-     723.30 

fitjrt,   HoUrrt    1,200.52 

Jjiizzi,    Vi^-r^.r     926.75 

(Inirnn,  ThornaH 2,654.80 

ralajfv,    Win 1,019.72 

^'nlajfy,   Wni..  ovcnJrawn    ...  

<  fliripUIl,   W.  J 588.45 

'  aiitwrjJI,   J.'jni'y    2.007.6i» 

CarWfton,    D;iisy    I. 1*91.77 

f'.nrr,   Ifannah    1,318.91 

(  htiw\>'r»,  Knth    K 873.^i5 

C'hora,    Frank     717.43 

Tonnor,    W.    11 S16.02 

r'ostantf,   i'aiii    701.00 

('i)HiH,   Frank    574.18 

<  'raiK^,  Hon    1,075.53 


Ex^«n9e 

Moner 

Returned 

Expen«& 

Sklarr. 

I $ 

»5.S0    $ 

324.00 
561.00 

735.70 

609.00 
42,00 

1,1^4.77 

1^*»0C 

723.69 

913.50 

557.95 

413.00 

572.98 

59S.50 

43.15 

S14.50 

35S.55 

553.00 

25S.5S 

255.50 

52S.20 

409.50 

879.60 

605.50 

236.45 

203.00 

193.03 

626.50 

317.30 

406.0() 

604.52 

602.00 

373.75 

553.00 

1^6.80 

1,308.00 

372.22 

622.50 

25.00 

189.45 

399.00 

912.16 

1.095.50 

160.77 

831.00 

510.41 

S08.50 

42.65 

831.00 

311.43 

406.00 

263.02 

553.00 

428.00 

273.00 

255.68 

318.50 

456,03 

619.50 
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Amount 

Name  Paid. 

Craigo,  J.  M 393.40 

(.Crawford,  Wm 1,570.48 

rurrie,  Alex  J 215.22 

Dagger,  Geo 1,670.63 

Dervinis,  Matt   616.45 

Davis,  D.  W 1,531.03 

Dearmin,  Dorothy   1,099.20 

Deck,  Al   1,018.69 

Diamond,  Wm 2,862.61 

Dinowski,  Peter   696.71 

Donaldson,  Wm 1,308.99 

Dougherty,   Miles    2,461.12 

Edmunds,  G.  H '1,480.13 

Egan,  Patrick   678.35 

Evan,  Evans   42.00 

Fahey,  T.  P 3,131.25 

Fallon,   John    2,567.83 

Farrington,  Frank    3,794.76 

Farrington,  Frank,  o  Ydrawn         

Feeney,  Wm 473.65 

Ferry,  Ed    460.75 

Ferry,  Neal  J 2,489.76 

Fitzgibbon,  Ed    1,855.80 

Fitzgibbon,  Ed,  overdrawn  .  

Fitzpatrick,    John    487.20 

Fitzsinunons,  Wm 514.62 

Flyzik,  Martin   1,095.60 

Franckey,  Pio   1,028.69 

Frampton,  D.  A 1,861.41 

Gallagher,  Patrick 954.43 

Gamer,  Charles 3,247.69 

Gamer,   Charles,    overdrawn.         

Gatz.  Frank   1,118.85 

Gildea,  C.  P 3,042.25 

Gilotti,  Angelo   865.46 


Expense 

Money 

Returned  Expenses. 

Salary. 

211.40 

182.00 

720.48 

850.00 

68.22 

147.00 

722.63 

948.00 

294.45 

322.00 

834.53 

696.50 

42.80 

1,056.90 

245.69 

773.00 

1,586.61 

1,276.00 

280.21 

416.50 

580.99 

728.00 

1,157.12 

1,304.00 

888.63 

591.50 

282.85 

395.50 

42.00 

1,879.25 

1,252.00 

1,315.83 

1,252.00 

2,405.77 

1,304.00 

84.99 

185.15 

288.50 

.      9.75 

451.00 

1,185.76 

1,304.00 

1,031.80 

784.00 

40.00 

291.20 

196.00 

240.62 

274.00 

686.10 

409.50 

594.69 

434.00 

1,077.41 

784.00 

327.93 

626.50 

75.00     2,020.69 

1,252.00 

50.00 

621.85 

497.00 

632.75 

409.50 

452.46 

413.00 
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Amonnt 

S^ab^  Paid. 

'rL^'A^'X  Uz^   96S.43 

^/iMj.  T*Tr*x«* S53.S9 

G^jrmatsk.  P.  J 1.152-07 

'i/ytt.    J'.ia.«    1,69»:».9C» 

fifnkAm,  Ed* 704.70 

^f»*e*.  Wit.    1.447.43 

iin44'jw,  Agnes  Y 491.00 

fi^ggtitij,  Tbomas 2.450.05 

KAfgrr/T*.  G**> 757.30 

HnkTy^:!,  T.  G S9S.29 

lUrtMo.  G€*> 976.31 

H;»TuoD,  Wm.  L. 2,450.S5 

HaniDgfi,  B.  S 757.10 

Have",  Fmnk  J 4.333.20 

HjiT#f!!.  T.  D 677.S6 

\Uj*-*.  Margaret    555.50 

IIqgb<^.  P'rank   1.503.33 

Ihnat.  Mi^hji«] 15S.80 

IrigAHiki.  Stork    1.284.05 

Irvine,  David   2.261.08 

JaUr,  Albert •. . .  723.52 

.Hm*m.  T.  E 371.85 

A^ilfrex,  John   2.149.42 

JfmkiniP,  A.  W 947.50 

J^nkiDH,  Mollie 424.50 

J"zorek.  John    719.69 

Jont^,  Toney    1,214.62 

Jon^,  Mother   1.760.17 

Kelliher,  fkm    863.86 

Kerinfl,  Harry   942.53 

Kiewwk,    Steve    911.07 

Kilfiatrick,  Alex  L 1,085.36 

King,  Thou.  M 918.37 

Kreivenai!,  W.  S 838.35 

Kufistas,  Alex   575.72 


Zxptaae 

Moner 

Returned.     Expenses. 

Salary. 

562.43 

406.00 

444.19 

409.50 

51L57 

640.50 

9S3.90 

707.00 

295.20 

409.50 

711.S3 

735.60 

43.70 

447.30 

1.198.06 

1.252.00 

374.80 

382J^0 

495.79 

402.50 

349.81 

626JS0 

1,198.85 

1,252.00 

347.60 

409.50 

1.SS3.32 

2,499.88 

268.36 

409.50 

555.50 

S06.S3 

696.50 

67.80 

91.00 

794.05 

490.00 

1  J76.08 

1,085.00 

314.02 

409.50 

210.85 

161.00 

955.92 

1,193.50 

537.00 

410.50 

100.50 

324.00 

313.69 

406.00 

626.62 

588.00 

979.67 

780.50 

450.86 

413.00 

316.03 

62«.50 

501.57 

409.50 

483.36 

602.00 

508.87 

409.50 

428.85 

409.50 

166.22 

409.50 
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Amount 

Name  Paid. 

Kujawski,  Jos.  J 992.01 

Lackey,  J.  W 640.05 

Lawson,  J.  R. 2,529.60 

Lawson,  J.  R.,  overdrawn.  . .  

£je<lvinka,  Frank   744.55 

Leginski,  Henrj-   871.92 

Lewis.  A.  G 1,036.26 

Lewis,  C.  F 117.35 

Lewis,  T.  L 1,870.75 

Lightner,  EsteUa 912.40 

Littlejohn,  Gary   897.60 

Llewellyn.  Thos.  J 982.30 

Lord.  Minnie   918.50 

Lucrezi,  Felix   978.81 

Lutz.  (Jeo.  A 1 ,463.85 

Luternncik,  John  P 711.75 

Manoin,  Geo 1,704.37 

Marietta,  Victor   1,373.76 

Marks.  James  J 642.69 

Matty.  Andrew   903.73 

Memolo,  Martin    844.90 

Menniti.  8am  G 729.91 

Mitchell,  John   185.20 

Mobley,  Nina  A 231.00 

Mr»ntgoiiKTy,   Walter    1.194.45 

Moran,  James  F 1,771.04 

Morganthaler.  Geo 1,498.30 

Morgan,  John  E 358.60 

Morton,  John 1.616.95 

Mossop,  John  J 1 ,243.70 

Mullaii.  James 1,959.05 

Murray.  J.  W 860.96 

McCauley.  H.  F 692.12 

Mci'luskey,  \Vm.  H 1.347.25 

McCullough,  E.  8 1,014.21 


Expense 

Money 

Returned.  Expenses. 

Salary. 

365.51 

626.50 

339.05 

301.00 

1,227.60 

1,252.00 

50.00 

335.05 

409.50 

245.42 

626.50 

409.76 

626.50 

47.35 

70.00 

620.75 

1,250.00 

99.40 

813.00 

488.10 

409.50 

572.80 

409.50 

42.40 

876.10 

352.31 

626.50 

837.35 

626.50 

372.25 

339.50 

731.37 

973.00 

432.26 

941.50 

2.33.19 

409.50 

497.73 

406.00 

435.40 

409.50 

383.41 

346.50 

133.20 

52.00 

231.00 

641.45 

553.00 

987.04 

784.00 

722..30 

776.00 

218.60 

140.00 

832.95 

784.00 

515.70 

728.00 

1,175.05 

784.00 

451.46 

409.50 

.307.12 

385.00 

892.25 

455.00 

650.21 

364.00 
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Amount 

Name  Paid. 

Mcl>jnald,  DuDcun   188.03 

McOraw,  Eugene   1,056.54 

McKav,   Edw 711.53 

NfcLachlan,  J.  B 760.77 

\f«»I>*nnan,  John   632.30 

Mar^Lennan,  Jas.  D 2,721.40 

Nf^'Queeney,  John   770.78 

Xentzling.  Albert   1,218.95 

O  7iryan,  *Wm 1,115.90 

Padgelick,  Jacob   815.37 

Parker,  Grant    1,049.10 

Paskell,  TTios 483.30 

Patterson,  Peter   831.50 

Pelizzari,  Armando  861.92 

Perry,  Edwin    4,222.83 

Pot -isko,  Stephen    1,348.93 

Porter,  Roger   146.00 

Pr)wasis,  Martin  P 662.97 

Powell,  Thomas 873.05 

Pnrcoll,  M.  F 3,045.86 

Purrell,  M.  F.,  overdrawn.  . .  

Quinnan.  Roger 792.57 

(^uinn,  P.  E 1,378.83 

Ramngo,  Frank    2,526.25 

Reno,  Jennie    396.00 

Richards,  T.  J 213.04 

F{odt,'or,  Wm.  Tl 940.42 

Rollins,  W.  P l,027..58 

Kooney.   P.  S 774.76 

Koinan,  Marco    1,172.64 

Rostick.   Jos 700.20 

Koscwall,  Thoa 866.52 

Russell,  Thos.   W 3,112.95 

Sanfy,  Jos 676.35 

Seal],  1).  K 747.37 


Expense 

Money 

Returned. 

Exx>enses. 

Salary. 

136.03 

52.00 

507.04 

549.50 

305.53 

406.00 

347.77 

413.00 

282.30 

350.00 

1,469.40 

1,252.00 

364.78 

406.00 

498.95 

720.00 

655.90 

460.00 

412.87 

402.50 

581.10 

468.00 

197.30 

286.00 

422.00 

409.50 

452.42 

409.50 

1,722.86 

2,499.97 

410.93 

938.00 
146.00 

253.47 

409.50 

453.05 

420.00 

100.00 

1,891.86 
100.00 

1,154.00 

386.57 

406.00 

766.33 

612.50 

1,330.25 

1,196.00 
396.00 

73.04 

140.00 

7.1.00 

547.42 

468.00 

618.08 

409.50 

365.26 

409.50 

637.14 

535.50 

290.70 

409.50 

457.02 

409.50 

1,044.95 

1,168.00 

347.35 

329.00 

337.87 

409.50 

Digitized  by 


Google 


1910 

Dec.      20. 

1911. 


Jan. 


Feb. 
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Expense 
Amount      Money 

Paid.       Returned     Expenses.  Salary. 

1,098.66  ......  468.66  630.00 

872.83  404.83  468.00 

2,546.85  1,346.85  1,200.00 

978.95 462.95  516.00 

155.00   ......      155.00 

1,404.88  728.38  626.50 

50.00      

1.609.60  902.60  707.00 

551.78   229.78  322.00 

1,118.13   502.13  616.00 

1,557.40   972.90  584.50 

16.50   16.50 

1,674.94   1,023.94  651.00 

105.96   57.96  48.00 

1,345.26   711.76  633.50 

2,291.45   1,043.45  "   1,248.00 

1,071.25   500.75  570.50 

155.45   5.45  150.00 

3.772.61   1,772.61  2,000.00 

257.35   9.85  247.50 

151.33   107.33  44.00 

1,026.09   554.09  472.00 

500.86      i222.86  278.00 

$215,153.85  $250.00     $103,648.60     $111,755.25 
SITPPLIES. 


Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  November. $  23.00 

Wm.  B.  Burf ord,  four  dozen  gavels 20.00 

Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seal  for  December.  14.80 

Joliet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  constitutions 51.00 

Kipp  Brothers,  gavels 4.75 

Joliet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  constitutions 24.00 

Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  January.  14.15 


Name 

Sheba,  John  

Smith,  A.  C 

Smith,  Frank 

Smith,  T.  J 

Spouse,  Edith 

Stolpa,  Paul  L. 

Stolpa,  Paul  L.,  overdrawn 

Street,  H.  G 

Taf elski,  John 

Tetlow,  Percy 

Theodorovich,  Carl   

Trimble,  Ethel 

Vernetti,  Chas 

Walker,  John  H 

Wallace,  Edgar 

Watkins,  A.  R 

Watkins,  Wm 

Wein,  Fred   

White,  John  P 

Wilson,  John  

'Wilson,  W.  B 

Winters,  J.  D 

Young,  Wm 
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Advertiuer '»  Prewi,  due  cards 25.75 

Bastian  Bruthem,  omblemB 368.22 

Battian  BrotbcrH,  ombloms 192.63 

.loliol  Uopuhlicnn  Printing  Co.,  supplies 570.00 

(leo.  J.  MnycT,  yoala  for  March  9.60 

Joliot  Republican   Printing  Co.,  supplies   727.00 

Indiana  Seal,  Stump  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  February.  18.95 

Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  April 14.50 

J  diet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  supplies 395.00 

.loliet  Republican  Printing  Co..  letter  files 30.00 

Geo.  .T.  Mayer,  seals  for  May 6.65  . 

Fred  M.  Mciere,  treiisurer's  receipt  books  and  orders 

on  trcHSuror   201.30 

Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  June 19.40 

Geo.  J.  Mayer,  seals 2.00 

Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seal .85 

Geo.  J.  Mayer,  seals  for  .luly 7.25 

BuscbmannGritrey  Co.,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  rings   78.00 

Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  August..  15.30 

Joliet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  charters   27.50 

Joliet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  ledgers  and  cash  books.  266.50 

Indiana  Seal,  St:»mp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  November.  2.70 

Geo.  J.  Mayer,  seals  for  September   9.95 

Joliet   Republican   Printing   Co..   transfer  card   record 

books    720.00 

W'm.  R  Burford.  gavels   45,00 

Fnnl  M.  Meiere,  supplies  S1.90 

Indiana  Seal,  Stamp  &  Stencil  Co.,  seals  for  October 9.50 


$3,997,15 

OFFICE  EXPENSES. 
1910. 

Pec.        1.     State  Life  Insurance  Co..  rent  for  Deeember $  238.00 

1.     Niman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  po<ioiBee 5,5"> 

1.     W\  P,  Knode.  newsj»ai«er« X-Hf 

^.     Ira  \Y.  Mci^nn,  iee  aavi  i»aTer ]<i\<;s 

1,**,     i'has.  Auch.  refiair?  ^^n  desk ^^ 
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1910. 


Dec. 

16. 

20. 

22. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

30. 

1911. 

Jan. 

3. 

5. 

5. 

5. 

14. 

14. 

14. 

14. 

14. 

14. 

20. 

20. 

20. 

24. 

28. 

28. 

Feb. 

2. 

2. 

2. 

2. 

2. 

2 

2. 
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Official  railway  time  card .25 

American  Multigraph  Co.,  mdse 5.00 

Scofield  Pierson,  office  supplies 9.40 

W.  K.  Stewart,  office  supplies,  President's  office 20.60 

L.  E.  Morrison,  case ."25 

Badger  Furniture  Co.,  repairs  6.60 

Bullingers  Guide,  shipping  room 3.80 

Indiana  Paper  Co.,  paper  and  twine 6.95 

C.  W.  Meikel,  electric  lights 2.50 

Smith  Premier  Co.,  repairs  and  paper 10.50 

Ballweg  &  Co.,  boxes 5.76 

Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels    5.10 

J.  Nolty,  sharpening  office  knives .50 

State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  January 238.00 

Niman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  postoffice 3.00 

W.  P.  Knode,  newspapers 2.72 

Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water 11.10 

Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels 5.10 

Buchman  &  Griffey,  pencils 9.00 

Fulton  Evans  Co.,  office  supplies 12.05 

Smith  Premier  Co.,  account  book 11.00 

Indiana  Paper  Co.,  December  bill 2.46 

American  Multigraph  Co.,  mdse 5.00 

Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  rent  of  machine 1.50 

McClelland  &  Co.,  ink .30 

Normandie  Hotel,  rent  for  office  room 52.50 

E.  H.  Sell  &  Co.,  office  supi»lies  1.30 

Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  rent  for  machine 1.25 

Metropole  Hotel,  part  payment  of  rent 20.00 

State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  February   238.00 

A.  Wogan,  transfer  on  machine .50 

Frank  P.  Hall,  nails .10 

Wagner  Transfer  Co.,  transfer  on  machine 1.25 

Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  paper .18 

Niman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  postoffice  2.25 

W.  P.  Knode,  newspapers 1.56 
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1911. 

Feb.       3. 

4. 

8. 

8. 

8. 

8. 

8. 

8. 

8. 
*'  10.. 
10. 
17. 
20. 
20. 
March     2. 

3. 

3. 


3. 

3. 

3. 

3. 

3. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

9. 

9. 

11. 

14. 

30. 

pril 

3. 

<< 

5. 

( ( 

5. 

Metropole  Hotel,  balance  rent  due   128.75 

Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water 15.93 

Capital  Paper  Co.,  wrapping  paper 3.78 

Smith  Premier  Co.,  typewriting  paper 15.20 

Indiana  Paper  Co.,  flax  twine  1.26 

E.  H.  Sell  &  Co.,  Columbus,  O.,  rent  of  machines. . . .  7.50 

Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels 5.10 

Calumet  Supply  House,  carbon  paper 30.00 

Fuel  Publishing  Co.,  subscription  for  paper 4.00 

Wm.  Burf ord,  office  supplies   .65 

Scofield  Pierson,  office  supplies 7.50 

Official  railway  time  card    .50 

Bills  for  office  expenses  paid  in  Columbus 6.25 

The  Scarborough  Co.,  two  state  maps  3.90 

State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  March    238.00 

Smith   Premier   Typewriter    Co.,    cabinet,    Secretary's 

office 35.00 

Underwood     Typewriter     Co.,     machine,     President's 

office 65.25 

Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels  ' 5.10 

Scofield  Pierson,  letter  files   3.50 

Oliver  W.  Isensee,  sharpening  office  knives   .60 

Ballweg  &  Co.,  boxes 5.70 

Evans  &  h  ulton,  office  supplies   5.40 

W.  P.  KiTode,  newspapers 2.98 

Niman  Transfer  Co.,  hauling   .50 

Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water 10.90 

Neil  House,  committee  room,  per  A.  C.  Smith 36.00 

W.  K.  Stewart,  bill,  President 's  office   .60 

Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  repairs .65 

R.  L.  Polk  &  Co.,  city  directory 7.00 

Official  railway  time  card   .25 

Wm.  Berldt,  drayage  and  freight  charges.  President's 

office  4.58 

Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water  11.53 

Joe  Laslay,  janitor  work  .50 

W.  P.  Knode,  news]>np«»rs  3.40 
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1911. 

April      5.     Indiana  Paper  Co.,  paper  and   twine    4.66 

5.     O.  B.  Brown,  adding  machine  paper 5.75 

5.     Pulton  Evans  Co.,  office  chair   7.50 

5.     Ballweg  &  Co.,  packing  boxes   5.76 

5.     Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels   10.20 

5.     W.  K.  Stewart,  office  supplies 18.05 

8.     State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  April 238.00 

17.     Official  railway  time  card  .25 

21.     Marrott  's  Department  Store,  office  rugs 86.25 

21.     Chas.  Auch,  repairs  and  locks    5.25 

21.  Monarch  Typewriter  Co.,  machine,  President's  office..  63.10 
25.     L.  S.  Ayres  &  Co.,  scissors   * .65 

May        1.     Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water  for  April   12.38 

2.     State  Life  Insurance  To.,  rent  for  May 271.00 

2.  Marott  Department  Store,  office  furniture,  Vice-Presi- 
dent '8  office 174.25 

2.  National    Trunk    Factory,    leather    case.    President's 

office   10.25 

2.  W.  P.  Knode,  newspapers  % . . .  2.73 

3.  Chas.  Bray,  cleaning  office  furniture 3.75 

3.     Niman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  postofficc  5.75 

5.     Scofield  Pierson  Co.,  office  supplies  19.55 

5.     Crescent  Paper  Co.,  paper  and  twine   9.02 

5.     Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels   5.10 

5.     Ballweg  &  Co.,  packing  boxes   3.50 

5.     Hariy  B.  Mahan  Co.,  paper  boxes 5.00 

5.     Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co.,  i>apei:   15.20 

5.     Union  Label  Paper  &  Tablet  Co.,  note  books 8.00 

5.     Chas.  Auch,  changing  combination  on  vault    3.00 

5.     American  Writing  Machine  Co.,  rent  machine 1.00 

8.     Wm.  B.  Burford,  office  supplies   21.55 

15.     Wm.  Graham,  janitor  services 7.00 

15.     Chas.  Bretzman,  convention  picture,  1910   3.40 

15.     Official  railway  time  card   .25 

19.     Clias.  F.  Bretzman,  picture  3.65 

22.  Marott  Department  Store,  office  table 15.00 

22.     Crabb- Again  Sign  Co.,  office  lettering 7.15 

M.  Pro.-5. 
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1911. 

May 

25. 

I  i 

25. 

.fuue 

1. 

2. 

2. 

7. 

7. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

12. 

13. 

13. 

17. 

17. 

19. 

26. 

26. 

28. 

28. 

July 

3. 

3. 

3. 

6. 

6. 

6. 

6. 

6. 

8. 

Job.  a.  Berger,  three  L.  C.  Smith  typewriters 175.00 

Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  machine,  Vice-President's 

office   70.25 

Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water  for  May 11.78 

State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  July 271.00 

W.  P.  Knode,  newspapers  for  offices 3.40 

Wm.  B.  Burford,  office  supplies 30.45 

Clarke  Publishing  Co.,  interurban  time  cards .50 

Scofield-Pierson  Co.,  office  supplies 8.20 

Fulton-Eyans  Co.,  typewriter  desk  and  chair 36.60 

Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co.,  three  McMillan  binders.  16.00 

Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co.,  overhauling  machine . . .  9.30 

Rand  McNally  Co.,  Commercial  Atlas 15.00 

Kiman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  postoffice 2.25 

Frank  Selmier,  lauudry  office  towels 5.10 

Otto  J.  Suez,  repairing  office  chairs 8.75 

Indianapolis  Tent  &  Awning  Co.,  window  awnings...  24.00 

Publisher 's  Guide,  subscription 2.00 

J^  H.  Schooler,  janitor  service 1.00 

P.  F.  Collier  &  Son,  subscription 5.00 

Official  railway  time  ca.rd .£6 

J.  P.  Logan,  ink 1.00 

Indiana    National     Bank,     subscription     Coal     Trade 

Journal    5.00 

Vonnegut  Hardware  Co.,  nails .10 

Oliver  W.  Isensee,  repairing  locks 3.80 

Marott  Department  Store,  step  ladder 1.38 

Mairott  Department  Store,  scissors .75 

State  Life  Insurnnce.  Co.,  rent  for  July 271.00 

\V.  P.  Knode,  newspapers  for  offices 3.36 

Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water  for  June 13.53 

American  ivlultigraph-  Co.,  one  feed  roll 3.75 

Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels 5.10 

Baliweg  &  Co.,  shipping  boxes 5.7^ 

Subscription  to  Coal  Trade  Journal,  two  copies 3.50 

The  Official  Railway  Guide,  subscription 8.00 

Chas.  Auch,  repairing  fan 3.00 
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1911. 

^^'c^Kly       8.    Niman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  postoffice  .50 

10.    Wm.  B.  Barford,  office  supplies 3.10 

12.     Clark  Publishing  Co.,  interurban  time  cards ,  .50 

12.    F.  M.  Pultz,  Standard  Dictionary 18.00 

15.  Official  Railway  time  card .25 

18.     Typewriter  Exchange,  machine 91.58 

26.  Pettis  Dry  Goods  Co.,  glue .15 

27.  Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  rent  for  machine 1.00 

'^^g.        1.     State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  August 271.00 

2.     Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water  for  July 13.10 

2.  W.  P.  Knode,  newspapers  for  offices. 3.36 

3.  Clarke  Publishing  Co.,  interurban  time  cards .50 

5.    Niman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  postoffice 1.25 

7.    Frank  Selmier,  laimdry  office  towels 5.10 

7.    Ballweg  ft  Co.,  shipping  boxes 5.76 

7.    Monarch  Typewriter  Co.,  two  machines 100.00 

7.     Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co.,  office  supplies 26.10 

7.  Wm.  B.  Burf ord,  office  supplies 16.30 

8.  J.  A.  Downey,  postal  guide 3.50 

16.  OfScial  railway  time  card .25 

28.  Pettis  Dry  Goods  Co.,  oil  cloth .70 

^pt.      2.     W.  P.  Knode,  newspapers  for  offices    4.10 

2.     Oliver  W.  Isensee,  sharpening  office  knives 1.00 

2.     Clarke   Publishing  Co.,    time   cards    .50 

2.     State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  September 271.00 

5.     Ira  W.  McQuinn,  ice  and  water  for  August   11.83 

5.     Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  rent  for  machine 2.50 

7.     Niman  Transfer  Co.,  bill  for  August  1.00 

7.     Wm.  B.  Burford,  office  supplies   3.00 

9.     Frank  Selmier,  laundry  office  towels 5.10 

9.  Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  repairs  on  machines.  10.00 

9.     Indiana  Paper  Co.,  twine   1.20 

9.  Calumet    Typewriter    Co.,    coupon    books    for    carbon 
paper    78.00 

9.     Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co.,  office  supplies 3.3S 

16.     Official  railway  time  card .25 

Oct        2.     State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  rent  for  October 271.00 
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I9I1. 

On:.        2.     W.  P.  Knode,  aewspApen  for  offices 3.36 

*  *        2.     Clarke   Pablishixig  Co..  time  cards    .50 

4.     Underwood    Tvpewriter    Co.,    rent    for    machine 3,75 

4.  Ira  W.  McQuinn.  ice  and  water  for  September 10.55 

5.  Frank  Selmier.  laant^rr  office  towels 5.10 

**        5.     W.   K.   Stewart,  office  supplies    4.25 

'  *         5.     Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co..  machine 50.00 

* '        5.     Ballweg  A  Co^  shipping  boxes 5.76 

* '        5.     Aetna  Cabinet  Co..  repairing  desk 1.50 

*  •        5.     Wm.  B.  Barf ord,  office  supplies 3.95 

*  *       17.     Official    railway    time    card    .25 

*  •      31.     Clarke  Pnblishing  Co.,  time  cards   .50 

N'ov.        2.     State  Life  Insurance  Co..  rent  for  November 271.00 

*  *        2.  Indianapolis  Tent  &  Awning  Co.,  removing  awnings  . .  1.05 
**        3.     Ira  W.  McQuinn.  ice  and  water  for  October 11.15 

*  *        3.     W.  P.  Kno'le.  newspapers  for  offices   3.36 

**        6.     Wm.    B.    Bnrford.    office    snppUes    4.50 

*  *        6.     Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co.,  transfer  binders   55.25 

'  *        6.     Frank   Selmier,   laundry   office   towels    5.10 

'  *        6.     Pettis  Dry  Goods  Co.,   hat  rack    3.00 

*  *        6.     Indiana   Paper   Co..   j»aper    1.64 

*  *        6.     C.  W.  Meikel,  repairing  extension  cord .15 

'  *        6.     American   Multigraph    Co.,   merchandise    .15 

*  *        6.     Niman  Transfer  Co.,  mail  to  postoffice   1.00 

' •         7.     Sun  Publishing  Co.,  year's  subscription   3.50 

* '      29.     Shirley  Pencil  Co.,  pencils  and  rubber  bands 4.50 


$5,382.32 


1910. 


Dec. 


PRINTING. 

6.     Pierson  &  Lantz,  twenty-seven  books  of  Board  proceed- 
ings   $  150,00 

20.     Sanders  Printing  Co.,  per  P.  S.  Rooney 4.00 

20.     Sanders  Printing  Co.,  per  Pio  Franckey 4,00 

20.     Quality  Print   Shop,  per  T.  P.  Fahey    9.25 

20.     Joliet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  12  national  seals 2.40 

20.     Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  per  Augelo  Gilotti 2,85 
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1910. 

Dec.  20.     Standard  Publishing^  per  Angelo  Gilotti   3.50 

'*  20.     La  Stella  D  Italia,  per  Dominick  Gilotti   4.00 

*'  20.     National  Printing  Co.,  per  T.  L.  Lewis 47.50 

"  20.     The  Herald  Printing  Co.,  per  Alex  Kupstas 3.50 

'  *  20.     The  Daily  Record,  per  Terrence  Ginley    5.50 

* '  20.     Pierson  &  Lantz,  paper  for  delinquent  list  9.00 

* '  20.     Advertiser 's  Press,  Secretary  ^s  office  70.00 

*  *  20.     Cheltenham  Press,  printing  6,851.08 

*  *  24.     Stoneman  Press,  3,000  copies  of  proceedings 500.00 

**  24.  Fred  M.  Meiere,  printing  for  November  and  December.  443.75 
1911. 

Jan.  14.     Advertiser 's  Press,  relief  reports 69.00 

'  *  14.     Bramwood  Press,  printing    35.25 

**  14.     Industrial  Printing  Co.,  per  Italian  organizer 26.50 

14.     Plain  Speaker,  per  C.  P.  Gildoa   4.00 

**  14.     Polish  Weekly  Gornik,  printing  per  N.  Burke 4.25 

Feb.  8.     Cheltenham  Press,  printing  election  work  1,420.52 

March     3.     Fred  M.  Meiere,  printing,  Secretary's  office   111.75 

* '  3.     Toiler 's  Defense,  per  Martin  Flyzik  5.40 

*  •  3.     Bramwood   Press  Board  prooeedings    475.00 

* '  3.     Polish  Weekly,  per  John  Jezorek   1.75 

*•  3.     Cheltenham  Press,  convention  printing  4,214.75 

April  5.     Toiler 's  Defense,  per  Neal  J.  Ferry 4.25 

*  *  5.     Stone  Printing  Co.,  per  T.  D.  Hayes   2.75 

* '  5.     Polish  Weekly,  per  D.  Dinowski   1.75 

'*  o.    La  Stella  D  Italia,  per  D.  Gilotti 2.00 

• '  5.     Fred  M.  Meiere,   printing    127.50 

**  5.     Joliet  Rejmblican  Printing  Co.,  printing   116.50 

"  5.     Cheltenham  Press,  convention  printing   7,351.60 

*'  11.     Joliet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  printing   57.00 

*•  17.     Callihan  &  Stottemier,  printing,  per  A.  C.  Smith 2.75 

*  *  20.     Toiler  'a  Defense,  printing,  per  A.  Mattey *  6.25 

May  1.     Advertiser 's  Press,  printing   541.05 

*  *  5.     Advertiser 's  Press,  letter  heads 49.25 

' '  5.     Fred  M.  Meiere,  printing   35.00 

*  *  5.     Cheltenham  Press,  printing  125.40 

**  16.    B«»Stubley  &  Son,  printing,  per  John  Jeffrey 4.25 
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Herald  PubUshing  Co.,  printing;  per  J.  Mullen 4.25 

Joliet  Republican  Printing  Co.,  printing   42.50 

Advertiser's  Press,  printing   348.50 

Fred  M.  Meiere  Co.,  printing 62.25 

Plain  Speaker,  printing  per  Paul  Bertucci 3.50 

Du  Boifl  Printing  Co.,  printing  per  Thos.  Haggertj. ..  7.50 

Trustee  Printing  Co.,  printing  for  District  10 16.55 

Brodie  Printing  Co..  printing  per  J.  D.  McLennan...  2.50 

Fred  M.  Meiere  Co.,  printing   214.50 

Joliet    Bepublican    Printing    Co.,    printing    quarterly 

■     report    210.00 

Fred  M.  Meiere  Co.,  printing 133.40 

Du  Bois  Printing  Co.,  printing  per  D.  A.  Frampton. . .  8.00 

Fred    M.    Meiere,    printing    $  46.50 

Fred  M.   Meiere,   printing  quarterly   report    202.50 

Joliet  Republican   Printing  Co.,   printing    34.00 

Toilers '  Defense,  printing  per  M.  Dervinis 3.00 

Fred  M.  Meiere,  printing  184.00 

Trusiee  Printing  Co.,  printing  per  Frank  Gatz 4.50 

Cheltenham-Aetna    Press,    printing    173.10 

Daily    Record     Publishing     Ck).,     printing     per    Chas. 

Burke    2.00 

Toilers'  Defense,  printing  per  Neal  J.  Ferry 14.00 

Fred    M.    Meiere,    printing    98.25 

Cheltenham-Aetna  Press,  printing  quarterly  report  and 

500  circulars  291.75 

The  Square  Printing  Co.,  printing  per  William  Baxter.  3.00 


$25,015.25 


JOURNAL. 

Michael  Halapy,  editor,  salary  and  expenses  for  year $1,698.14 

Joseph  Poggiani,  manager,  salary  and  expenses  for  year 1,467.87 

Blanche  O  'Neill,  salary   831.00 

Wm.  Feeney,  Journal  agent 353.82 

Wm.  Scaife,  salary  and  expenses 839.50 

Samuel  Pascoe,  salary  and  expenses   978.62 
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Robert  Bryson,  mailing  the  Journal 541.84 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps  for  Journal  office  . . .' 135.32 

Cheltenham- Aetna  Press,  printing  the  Journal    7,137.02 

Cheltenham-Aetna  Press,  for  Journal  office  131.95 

Fred  M.  Meiere,  printing  for  Journal  office 194.25 

Samuel  Pascoe,  stamps  exchanged  for  cash  21.79 

Premiums  for  Journal  subscriptions  50.00 

Refunded  Journal  subscriptions    9.83 

Robert  Br3r8on,  postmaster,  Journal  wrappers 10.64 

American  Express  Co.,  package^  DuBois,  Pa.  .30 

The  Title  Guaranty  &  Surety  Co.,  bond  for  Jos.  Poggiani 7.50 

Funk  &  Wagnallb,  plate  for  Journal 3.00 

Drawings  for  Journal ' 26.25 

CartooTis  for  Journal  5.50 

System  Company,  magazine  for  Journal 2.00 

Thos.  Reese,  article  for  Journal 1.00 

Hatfield  Electric  Company,  telephone  mounting 3.00 

Robert  E.  Halpin,  commission  on  Journal  subscription 3.75 

Herbert  H.  Morloy,  letter  for  Journal 1.00 

Jos.  Poggiani,  stamps  exchanged  for  cash  38.51 

To«^al $14,493.40 

TELEPHONE,  POSTAGE  AND  EXPRESS. 

1910. 

Dec.        6.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary'  's  office $     50.00 

* '         6.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  President 's  office 30.00 

' '         6.     Adams  Express  Co.,  seal,  Hawthorne,  Pa .90 

* '         8.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Scranton,  Pa .80 

**         8.    United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Lansford,  Pa .60 

"       13.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  President's  office p. . .  40.00 

'  *       13.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Statistician  *s  office 10.00 

"       13.    Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 60.00 

'*       13.     United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Midland,  Ark. .  .90 

*  *       13.    Penn.  Railway  Co.,  freight  on  proceedings 4.32 

•'       15.    Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  bill  for  NoTember 59.80 

"       17.    United  States  Express  Co.,  box,  Givin,  la .60 

' '       17.    Postal  Telegpraph  Co.,  bill  for  November 8.59 
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1910. 

Dec.  20.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co..  bill  for  November 4.02 

**  20.     United  States  Express  Co.,  bill  for  November 36.26 

''  20.     Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  November 40.73 

* '  23.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package.  Pittsburgh,  Pa .75 

*  *  24.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Diamond,  Wash .60 

*  *  24.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Oreensburg,  Pa .35 

*  *  30.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Bridgeport,  Ohio .85 

*  *  30.     Robert  Bryson,  stamjis,  Secretary 's  office   40.00 

1911. 

Jan.  3.  National  Express  Co.,  charges  on  refused  proceedings. .  4.90 

**  5.     American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  December 26.95 

*  *  6.     Adams  Express  Co.,  box,  Lynn,  Colo 1.75 

*  *  6.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Rathburn,  Tenn .55 

*'  6.     Adams  Express  Co..  package,  Rochester,  N.  Y .55 

**  6.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Greensburg,  Pa.' .45 

*'  6.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Chicago,  111 .40 

**  6.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Springfield,  111 3.06 

*  ^  6.     Mrs.  J.  II.  Lowes,  Red  C^oss  stamps   25.00 

* '  7.     Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary  's  office 30.00 

*'  7.     Robert   Bryson,  stamps.  President's  office    40.00 

''  9.     Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office   30.00 

'*  9.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Rochester,  N.  Y .55 

"  •  11.     Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  bills  for  December 92.15 

**  11.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Quarterly  Report    60.00 

"  14.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Briceville,  111 .40 

*'  14.     United  States  Express  Co.,  box,  Cle  Elum,  Wash 3.65 

*'  14.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Bridgeport,  Ohio .35 

*'  14.     Indianapolis  Telephone  Co.,  rent  first  quarter   1.3.50 

' '  14.     American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  December 59.46 

'  *  14.     ^dams  Express  Co.,  bill   for  Decenil>er    65.43 

*'  14.     Robert  II.  Bryson,  stamps,  shipjung  department   58.00 

'*  21.     II.  W.  Krumm,  stamps.  Secretary's  office    10.00 

"  24.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa 1.25 

*'  24.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Latrobe,  Pa .55 

**  27.     H.  W.  Krumm,  stamps.  Secretary's  office    10.00 

*'  28.     Neil  Hou.se,  telegrams,  per  J.  J.  Mossop   I.I4 

*'  28.  United  States  Express  Co.,  two  pkgs..  Rochester,  N.  Y.  .90 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J37 

1911. 

Jan.  31.     W.  H.  Knimm,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 10.00 

Feb.  2.  Adams  Express  Co.,  office  express  from  Columbus,  O. . .  8.00 

''  2.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Greensburg,  Pa .55 

*'  2.    Adams  Express  Co.,  packages,  Rochester,  N.  Y 1.10 

*  *  2.     American  Express  Co.,  Chicago,  111 .50 

*  *  8.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 50.00 

'*  8.     Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bills  for  Dec.  and  Jan 22.27 

*'  8.  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bills  for  Dec.  and  Jan.  . .  115.72 

*  *  8.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Wheeling,  W.  Va .90 

'  *  8.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Columbus,  Ohio .70 

*  *  8.     American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  January 5.40 

* '  8.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary  *s  office 30.00 

'*  10.     Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bills  for  January 47.35 

**  17.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Knightsville,  Ind .25 

**  18.    Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary's  office 30.00 

'  *  20.  United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  McAlester,  Okla.  1.25 

*  ^  20.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package.  Canton,  111 .60 

"  24.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  President's  office 15.00 

'  *  24.  United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Old  Forge,  Pa . . .  .75 

*  *  28.    Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Hewitt,   Pa .60 

March  2.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

'*  3.  Western    Union    Telegraph    Co.,    January   bill,    Presi- 
dent's office 37.54 

**  3.  Western   Union   Telegraph   Co.,   February'   bill.   Secre- 
tary 's  office  7,16 

"  3.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  Columbus,  O.,  bill 20.00 

'*  3.     United  States  Express  Co.,  package.  Clay  City,  Ind .30 

*'  6.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Greensburg,  Pa 2.30 

**  6.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Rochester,  N.  Y .70 

• '  6.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary 's  office  . , 30.00 

'*  9.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  shipping  department 85.00 

**  11.     United  States  Express  Co.,  pkg.,  Edward,  Okla .50 

*  *  13.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Bridgeport,  Ohio .80 

**  14.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary's. office 30.00 

*  *  14.  Paid  to  President  Lewis  for  bills  paid  while  on  the  road  240.09 

' '  20.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  February' 36.66 

♦*  20.     Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  February   12.36 
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1911. 

March  20.    Robert  Bryaon,  stamps,  President's  oflace   50.00 

' '  21.    Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Bridgeport,  Ohio .85 

' '  21.    Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Bridgeport,  Ohio .55 

'*  21.    Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Rochester,  N.  Y 1.10 

' '  21.    American  Express  Co.,  package.  Central  City,  Ky 1.00 

**  23.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Rochester,  N.  T .55 

"  24.    Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  President's  oflSce   20.00 

' '  24.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 30.00  ' 

*'  27.     Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  President's  office   60.00 

**  27.  American  Express  Co.,  package,  McAlester,  Okla....  1.40 

"  29.     Adams  Express  Co.,  bUl  for  Jan.  and  Feb 31.96 

"  29.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Washington,  D.  C .60 

"  31.  P.,  C,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.,  printed  matter  shipped  to 

Bridgeport,  O.,  per  T.  L.  Lewis 9.16 

*'  31.     United  States  Express  Co.,  bill  for  Jan.  and  Feb .  22.58 

"  31.     Wm.  Boeldt,  freight  and  trans.,  per  T.  L.  Lewis 3.94 

April  5.     Central  Union  Tele.  Co.,  March  rental  and  toll  bills 79.10 

*  *  5.     Indianapolis  Telephone  Co.,  rental 13.50 

* '  5.     American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  March 2.66 

* '  5.     Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  March  26.26 

* '  5.     Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  March   16.63 

'  *  5.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  March 11.48 

'*  6.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 30.00 

**  6.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  President's  office 20.00 

* '  12.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 60.00 

'  *  17.     Adams  Express  C'c,  package,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .85 

**  21.     Adams  Express  Co.,  box,  Knoxville,  Tenn 1.25 

'  *  24.    United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Stockton,  Ohio .26 

' '  24.    United  States  Express  Co.,  March  bill   1.87 

*'  24.     Robert  II.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 30.00 

''  25.  Adams   Express   Co.,   packages,   Winchester,    111.,   and 

Lovejoy,  Pa 1.45 

"  25.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  quarterly  report 90.00 

< '  26.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  shipping  department 79.00 

'  *  28.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  March 49.27 

May  1.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Springfield,  111 .35 

**  3,     American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  April   11.03 
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Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for   April    30.09 

Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bills  for  April 28.85 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  April   26.66 

Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  April  13.25 

Kobert  H.  Bjyson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

Bobert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

United  States  Express  Co.,  pkg.,  Middleport,  Ark 1.00 

Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

American  Express  Co.,  package,  Mineral,  Kan .60 

Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 40.00 

United  States  Express  Co.,  bill  for  April 12.08 

Adams  Express  Co.,  box,  Salineville,  Ohio .95 

Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Moberly,  Mo .85 

Bobert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Rinerton,  Pa.* .55 

American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  May   .48 

Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  shipping  department 68.00 

Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary's  office 30.00 

Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Philadelphia,  Pa .55 

American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  May 6.08 

Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  May 6.43 

Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  May 7.37 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  May 21.98 

United  States  Express  Co.,  bill  for  May 9.03 

Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bills  for  May 30.95 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps,   Secretary's  office 30.00 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 30.00 

Robert  firyson,  ptamps,  President's  office 25.00 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Vice-President's  office 15.00 

Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Saltillo,  Pa .85 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 30.00 

Indianapolis  Telephone  Co.,  rent,  third  quarter 13.50 

Central  Union  Tele.  Co.,  June  rentals  and  toll  bills. . .  56.90 

Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  June 4.70 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  June 16.95 

Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  June 13.55 

Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 30.00 
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Robert  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary 's  office  30.00 

United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Wellston,  O .40 

Adams  Express  Co.,  box,  Central  City,  Ky .75 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

American  Express  Co.,  package,  Pittsburg,  Pa 1.40 

United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Wellstoti,  O .40 

United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Hazleton,  Pa .75 

American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  June 7.30 

Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  quarterly  report 90.00 

United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Pella,  la .60 

Adams  Express  Co.,  express  on  machine 1.25 

United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Wellston,  Ohio . . .  .40 

Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary 's  office 60.00 

•'         7.     Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bills  for  July 12.00 

' '         7.     Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  July 16.57 

**          7.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  July 23.73 

'  *         7.     Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  July 13.76 

*  *         7.     United  States  E'xpress  Co.,  bill  for  June  and  Ju^y . . .  19.61 

**        10.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  shipping  department 50.00 

*'        10.     Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 30.00 

**        16.     Adams  Express  Co.,  packages,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and 

YorkvUle,    0 1.20 

**       21.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary's  office 30.00 

' '       28.     American  Express  Co.,  seal  McAlester,  Okla .60 

*'       28.    Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Bicknell,  HI .19 

"       29.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Vice-President's  office....  10.00 

* '       29.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  President 's  office lO.OO 

**       31.     United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Henry etta^  Okla..  .85 

Sept.       5.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Du  Bois,  Pa. . . , .afc 

'  *        7.     Robert  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office   30.00 

*'        9.     Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bills  for  August 28.15 

'  *        9.     Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  August   10.80 

'*        9.     American  Express  Co.,  bill  for  July  and  August 12.20 

' '        9.     Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  August 4.07 
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1911. 

Sept.  9.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  August 41.03 

*  *  12.     Robert   Bryson,  stamps,   Secretary 's  office 30.00  * 

"  16.    United  States  Express  Co.,  box.  Grove  City,  Pa 1.00 

**  19.     Adams   Express   Co.,   seal,   Coshocton,   Ohio .35 

*'  19.     Adams    Express    Co.,    box,    Pittsburgh,    Pa .55 

'*  19.     Robert  Bryson,   stamps,   Secretary's   office 60.00 

**  23.     Robert  H.   Bryson,   stamps.   Secretary's  office 60.00 

*'  26.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  nomination  certificates 120.00 

Oct.  2.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 30.00 

"  2.     United  States  Express  Co.,  box.  Saline  aty,  Ind .35 

**  5.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  September 19.46 

• '  5.     Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  September 2.31 

'*  5.     Indianapolis  Telephone  Co.,  rent  fourth  quarter 13.50 

*  *  5.     Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bills  and  rentals 52.60 

*  *  5.     Adams  Express  Co.,  bill  for  September 5.36 

"  5.     United  States  Express  Co.,  bills  for  Aug.  and  Sept 39.42 

' '  5.     Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  LaSalle,  111 .55 

*  *  6.  United  States  Express  Co.^  package,  Shamokin,  Pa.   . .  .45 

*  *  7.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Vice-President 's  office 10.00 

*  *  10.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  •  stamps,  quarterly  report   90.00 

"  10.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.   Secretary's  office 30.00 

* '  10.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office    20.00 

**  10.    United  States  Express  Ca.,  package,  Lansford,  Pa .60 

* '  14.     Indianapolis  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bill .35 

"  21.  M.  Brown,  P.  M.   Fernie,  B.  C.  stamps  per  John  P. 

White    2.00 

'*  21.  (Jeo.  C.  True,  P.  M.,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  stamps  per  John 

P.  White   3.00 

"  21.  United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa..  .55 

*  *  21.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  Secretary 's  office 30.00 

**  24.    United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Akron,  Ohio .40 

*  •  28.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps.  President 's  office 25.00 

' "  SI,    Adams  Express  Co.,  two  boxes,  Greensburg,  Pa 2.46 

Nov.  '  2.     Robert  H.  Bryson.  stamps.   Secretary 's  office    30.00 

"  6.  Central  Union  Telephone  Co.,  toll  bills  for  October.'.  25.00 

''  6.     Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  October   4.35 

"  6.     Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  bill  for  October   35.65 
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1911. 

Nov.  7.    Robert  H.  Bryeon,  sUmpfly  Secretary  *8  office 30.00 

* '  9.     American  Express  Ck>.,  package,  Nelsonville,  Ohio .45 

' '  9.    Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 1.75 

"  10.  Western  Union   Telegraph  Co.,  telegram,   Greensburg, 

Pa 56 

'  *  14.    Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office   50.00 

**  14.     American  Express  Co.,  box,  Uniontown,  Ky .40 

*  *  14.     Official  railway  time  card   .25 

'  *  14.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary 's  office   30.00 

'  *  16.     Adams  Express  Co.,  seal,  Coshocton,  Ohio .40 

' '  16.     Adams  Exi)reas  Co.,  box,  Pittsburgh,  Pa .20 

*  *  16.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Chicago,  111 .50 

"  16.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  shipping  department 40.00 

* '  18.    Adams  Express  Co.,  package,  Greensburg,  Pa .25 

*'  20.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Vice-President's  office 10.00 

* '  20.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Hocking,  Ohio   .40 

'  *  20.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps  for  ballots 400.00 

^  *  22.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  for  election  returns 300.00 

**  22.     Robert  H.  Brysc»n,  stamps.  President's  office   60.00 

"  24.     Robert  H.  Bryson,  stamps,  Secretary's  office 75.00 

• '  25.     American  Express  Co.,  package,  Rochester,  N.  Y .55 

'  *  27.     Intemrban  time  cards    .50 

**  27.  United  States  Express  Co.,  package,  Clarksville,  Ark...  .70 


$5,661.64 


AID. 

District  No.  1 $     7,972.71 

District  No.  5 698,400.00 

District  No.  6 146,499.96 

District  No.  7 3,420.60 

District  No.  9 6,369.46 

District  No.  15 310,000.00 

District  No.  17 4,781.92 

District  No.  18 381,000.00 

District  No.  19 17,863.98 

District  No.  20 1,100.0 
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District  No.  2b 10,000.00 

District  No.  26 170,899.97 

Aid  given  to  the  following  individuals: 

Chas.  Gregory 3.00 

John  Enbanks 2.00 

J.  L.  Beiry 2.00 

Walter  Care 1.50 

James  McOuire 2.00 

D.  K.  Hughn   2.00 

T.  J.  Lenahan   2.00 

Bert  English   1.00 

Willie  Edwards 1.00 

Hngh  Deck   2.00' 

Wm.  Stinson  5.00 

Geo.   Mitchell   2.00 

Lewis  Patterson 2.00 

G.  C.  SMllvink 2.00 

Reese  Evans   2.00 

Arthur  Lee  2.00 

Peter  Adamson 2.00 

Hobert  Elkins 2.00 

Joe  Qoinn 2.00 

Geo.  Givens 2.00 

Bobert  Wilson 1.00 

James  Cowey 1.00 

Thos.   Dixon    1.00 

Jos.  Kratzee  2.00 

James  Begley  1.00 

Herb  Oompey  1.00 

W.  B.  Thomas 2.00 

Joe  Thompson   2.00 

P.  L.  Gladden    2.00 

Wm.    Dennison    1.00 

A.  Boeker  1.00 

Wm.  Ward   1.00 

Jack  West 2.00 

Abe  Phinips  2.0f 
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C.  M.  Sawyer 2.00 

Robert  Elkins 2.00 

David  Lloyd   2.00 

James  Morgun   2.00 

F.  Hosenkamper   2.00 

Jas.  J.  Miskell  2.00 

Arthur  Joues    2.00 

Seph  Phillips   2.00 

Peter  Goulden   2.00 

C.  J.  Foster   3-^ 

Barney   O'Farrell    2.00 

William   Koennn    2.00 

John  Cofield    2.00 

,11.  C.  Barger    4.00 

$1,758,401.09 

mts(;et.laneous. 

1910. 

Dec.         3.     J.  T.  Haskett,  doujition  to  delegate ^      15.00 

<•        1;").     James  Morgan,  return  of  loan  to  District  22 15,160.00 

' *        H).     Martha  11.  Smith,  extra  work   *•         l-^-OO 

**        19.     Mary  Burke  East,  rei>orting  hoard  meeting 311.65 

**        20.     h>ank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  por  capita  tax  for  Octo- 
ber and  November 2,453.08 

31.     H.  L.  Vincent,  loan  to  District  23 2,000.00 

'*        31.     Protested  check,  Local  T'nion  fill.  District  12 218.55 

'*        31.     J.  O.  CJraham,  Local  ITnion  296,  District  6,  check  re- 
turned  for  correction    221.25 

*'^       31.     8tami)8  rcfeived  as  cash  during  December 12.10 

1911. 

.Ian.        3.     Frank  Cameron,  return  of  h)an  to  District   13 60,000.00 

*'  3.     ^'has.  Fox,  return  of  loan  to  District   11 25,000.00 

'*          9.      Fred  Syers,  refunded  assc^snu'iit   on   tr:>nsf erred  mem- 
bers          ■   56.00 

"        14.     Furniture  Exchange,  office  furniture,  per  James  Cant- 
well    14.30 

'*        11.     Lyon,  Clements  &  Hnll.  stationery,  per  James  Cantwell        11.20 
**        11.     Thos.  Murphy,   donation    to   delegate 15.00 
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1911. 

Jan.      14.     Burr  Woodford,  repairs  at  Tomlinson  Hall   3.00 

**       19.     J.  D.  MacLennan,  hall  rent  for  King's  theater 25.00 

*  *       20.     C.  W.  Gates,  day 's  service  looking  for  office  room 3.50 

*4       23.     Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  per  capita  tax  for  De- 
cember      1,515.55 

^*       23.     P.  M.  Drapier,  tax  on  Canadian  locals 158.65 

**       23.    John  W.  Kelly,  refund  on  record  book 1.50 

**       23.     Mary  Burke  East,  reporting  convention 93.00 

*  *       27.     Jennie  M.  Flint,  aid  to  Garment  Wdrkers 500.00 

'*       27.     Capital  National  Bank,  returned  check  for  signature. .  355.00 

' '       28.     W.  T.  Williams,  draft  returned  for  correction 87.50 

*  ^       28.     Stamps  received  as  cash  during  January 7.64 

Feb.        2.  .C.  E.  Freeman,  adding  vote  for  Tellers ^.  330.00 

'  *         8.     Greenduck    Co.,   badges   for   convention 582.75 

*  ^       15.     A.  W.  Hewitt,  overpaid  assessment  refunded 2.50 

**       16.     Alexander  Smith,  attorney  fees  in  Colorado  cases....  528.00 

**       17.     Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  tax  for  January 1,241.16 

**       18.     Henry  Warrum,  attorney  fees  in  Sexton  case 200.00 

**       24.     Frank  Houghland,  L.  U.  1022,  refunded  assessment. ..  22.00 

'•       28.     Stamps  received  as  cash  during  February 13.07 

TRANSPORTATION  BY  DISTRICTS  OF  DELEGATES  TO  THE 

TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  HELD 

AT  COLUMBUS,  OHIO,  JANUARY,  1911. 

District  No.     1 $   535.90 

District   No.     2 1,067.92 

District  No.     5 1,296.13 

Dirtrict   No.     6 746.05 

District   No.     7 415.20 

District  No.     8 75.80 

District   No.     9 615.16 

District   No.    10 931.30 

District  No.   11 949.10 

District  No.    12 4,290.90 

District  No.  13 1,292.39 

District   No.   14 664.20 

District   No.   15 305.60 
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District  No.  16 17J50 

District  No.   17 231.20 

District  No.  18 961.20 

District  No.   19 116.60 

District  No.  20. 3^.60 

District  No.   21 1,617.95 

District  No.   22 2,004.70 

District  No.   23 433.98 

District  No.   24 99.88 

District  No.   25 625.90 

District  No.   26 786.82 

District   No.   27 796.30 

Irwin  Field 204.71 

DONATIONS  TO  DISTRICTS  ON  STRIKE. 

Drwin  District  620.00 

District  No.  6 200.00 

District   No.   15 80.00 

District  No.  26    60.00 

1911. 
March     3.     John  E.  Morgan,  L.  U.  2264,  1  per  cent,  assessment 

refunded    $     39.65 

*'         3.     Gregg  &  Potts,  attorney  fees  in  David  Thomas  case.  50.00 

"         3.     Committee  in  David  Thomas  case 41.73 

"         3.    Sam.  B.  Foiglis,  stenographer  in  David  Thomas  case.  30.00 

' '         6.     Mary  Burke  E'ast,  reporting  Columbus  convention . . .  527.25 

* '         9.    Jerome  T.  Fuller,  attorney  in  Alabama  case 500.00 

**       11.    P.  M.  Drapier,  tax  on  Canadian  locals 125.91 

"       13.     R.  S.  Nelson,  refunded  amount  held  in  Nat.  oflSce 214.80 

*'       24.    John  McLennan,  State  Federation  expenses  in  Whit- 
ford  impeachment  case   420.00 

'  *       24.     W.  W.  Amett,  attorney  fees,  Colorado  case 474.00 

**       27.     Wm.   Applegarth,  one-third   transportation   of   dele- 
gates to  Sub-District  5  of  District  6  convention . .  46.45 
'*       27.     Chas.  Hogg,  per  G.  W.  Savage,  attorney  fees  in  in- 
junction cases   1,016.21 

' '       31.     Mary  Burke  East,  report  Board  meeting 181.00 
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191L 
March  31.    Belle  B.  Norwood,  one-half    bill    reporting    joint   con- 
ference, Canton,  Ohio   55.00 

' '       31.     Gangwisch  &  Mann,  one-half  bill  reporting  joint  con- 
ference, Wheeling,  W.  Va 48.50 

' '       31.    Stamps  received  as  cash  during  March 10.61 

April       1.     Harry  A.  Couch,  reporting  Board  meeting 115.20 

' '         6.     Geo.  Manuel,  refunded  amount  sent  by  L.  U.  2862 . .  58.50 

*'          6.     Chas.  W.  Mullikin,  L.  U.  665,  refunded  assessment. .  8.00 
' '         6.    John  W.  Dewis  and  Hugh  Cabot,  medical  services  for 

Peter  Patterson 410.00 

**         6.     Chas.  E.  Hogg,  attorney  fees  in  West  Virginia  cases.  925.30 
*'         6.    Troxell    Kikendall     Co.,    bond     Secretary-Treasurer 

Perry    125.00 

'*       11.     Fletcher's  Sanatorium,  treatment  for  Estella  Light- 

ner   ."^ 25.00 

*'       14.     Fletcher's  Sanatorium,  treatment  for  Estella  Light- 

ner    25.73 

* '        14.     P.  M.  Drapier,  tax  on  Canadian  locals 113.28 

**       14.    Frank  Morrison,  A«  F.  of  L.  tax  for  February  and' 

March   2,690.69 

'*       15.    D.  L.  Carleton,  R.  R.  fare  for  Estella  Lightner 1.00 

**       17.    Julian  Grade!,  loan  to  oper.  co-operative  store 500.00 

'  *        17.    J.  A.  Shipp,  L.  U.  343,  protested  check 34.90 

"       19..    Mary  Burke  East,  reporting  Board  meeting 117.50 

' '       22.    Expenses  of  Estella  Lightner  while  ill 1.98 

**       22.     W.  F.  Ording,  reporting  Board  meeting.  Roundup, 

Mont 66.25 

* '       26.     Mary  Burke  East,  reporting  Board  meeting 145.10 

* '       28.    Frank  Duffy,  McNamara  defense  fund. 100.00 

' '       28.     Stamps  received  as  cash  during  April 11.47 

Biay        1.    A.  M.  Sharp,  refunded  charter  fees 8.00 

"         2.    G.  W.  Savage,  transportation  of  Beal  Warwa 5.60 

"         2.    Thos.   Cairns,   attorney   fees   in   Williamsport,   Ky., 

case    100.00 

'  *          3.     C.  V.  Overstake,  refunded  on  supplies 1.20 

*'         4.    Frank  Farrington,  holding  new  election,  District  10.  500.00 

* «        11.    Frank  Duffy,  McNamara  defense  fund 100.00 
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1911. 


June 


18. 
18. 
25. 
31. 
31. 
31. 
2. 

19. 
19. 
21. 

28. 


*'  28. 

'•  30. 

''  30. 

July  3. 

"  3. 

"  17. 

*'  19. 

"  19. 

"  21. 

tt  21^ 

'*  24. 

*'  24. 

"  26. 

"  28. 

"  28. 

"  31. 

Aug.  8. 


Geo.  W.  Flora,  expense  in  transfer  ease,  Westville,  111..  59.30 

Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  tax  for  April 1,165.77 

T.  J.  Smith,  expense  in  Wartburg  injunction  case 16.70 

Capital  National  Bank,  check  returned  for  signature  228.75 

Frank  S.  White  &  Son,  attorney  fees  in  Alabama  case  617.00 

Stamps  received  as  cash  during  May 6.83 

Geo.  W.  Flora,  salary  and  expenses  in  transfer  card 

case,  Westville,  HI 53.50 

Geo.  Manoin,  hall  rent 9.00 

Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  per  capita  tax  for  May. .  1,191.82 
Geo.  W.  Flora,  salary  and  expenses  in  transfer  card 

case,  Westville,  HI 14.80 

Percy  Tetlow,  Insurance  Policy    on    L.    U.  No.    847, 

Grove  City,  Pa 4.12 

James  J.  Moran,  attorney  fees  in  Pottsville,  Pa.,  case.  25.00 

Stamps  received  as  cash  during  June 11.06 

John  Yourishin,  loan  to  District  No.  7 420.00 

Harry  A.  Couch,  reporting  Board  meeting 62.15 

Capital  National  Bank,  protested  check  and  fees  from 

Newcastle,  Wyo 362.80 

Capital  National  Bank,  incorrect  money  order  from  L. 

U.  No.  1830,  District  No.  5 66.75 

John  G.  Tharp,  refunded  on  R.  S.  Record 1.60 

Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  per  capita  tax  for  June.'.  1,177.79 
A.  B.  McGary,  on  account  investigation  Hlinois  elec- 
tion   returns    20.00 

Alex.  Krieg,  refunded  on  supplies 8.00 

P.  M.  Drapier,  tax  on  Canadian  local  unions 17.33 

Arthur  Honighan,  refunded  on  constitutions 1.00 

Mary  Burke  East,  reporting  June  Board  meeting...  193.20 
Geo.  Hargrove,  salary  and  expenses,  investigation  Hli- 
nois  election    returns    13.90 

A.  B.   McGary,  salary  and   expenses,   investigation, 

Hlinois  election  returns   56.74 

Stamps  received  as  cas^h  during  July 9.45 

Willard  A.  Thompson,  check  on  Bay  City,  Mich.,  bank 

protested    36.77 
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1911. 

Aug.       8.     Chas.  Auch,  testifying  before  investigation  committee.  3.00 

"       18.     Mary  Biirke  East,  reporting  sessions  of  special  com- 
mittee of  llJinois  election  returns  97.40 

"       19.     Capital  National  Bank,  incorrect  signature  on  check 

from  L.  U.  352,  District  11. 57.50 

'  •       19.    Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  tax  for  July 1,158.27 

* '       29.     Oscar  Layton,  refunded  on  constitutions 3.00 

*  *       31.     Stamps  received  as  cash  during  August 10.05 

"       31.    Bobert  Gibbons,  witnesses'  expenses  Pittsburg  Board 

meeting   250.00 

Sept.      5.    Chas.  G.  Yates,  L.  U.  1305,  District  2,  refunded  as- 
sessment      231.59 

*'         5.    Fred  W.  Holt,  refunded  assessment,  L,  U.  543,  Dis- 
trict 21  3.50 

"         9.    E.  B.  Duffy,  hall  rent,  per  Thomas  Haggerty 6.00 

"       11.     Capital  National  Bank,  check  returned  for  signature 

of  J.  D.  McLaughlin,  Tiltonville,  Ohio 53.47 

**        11.     Kobert  Gibbons,  witness  fees,  Pittsburg  board  meet- 
ings      100.00 

• '        12.     A.  L.  Kilpatrick,  fines   41.45 

* '       18.     Mary  Burke  East,  reporting  Pittsburg  board  meeting  100.00 

*  *       18.    Tony  Talarico,  services  as  interpreter 6.00 

'  *        19.     T.  Donovan,  witness  fees 150.00 

' '        19.     Andrew  Puskar,  witness  fees    204.99 

' '       20.     A.  C.  Lowry,  moving  desk 1.00 

**       21.     Chas.  R.  Smith,  attorney  foes,  Springhill 515.79 

' '        21.     W.  B.  A.  Ritchie,  attorney  fees,  Springhill 455.88 

"        26.     Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  per  capita  for  August. . .  1,196.39 

'  *        26.     Chas.  E.  Hogg,  attorney  fees 850.00 

'*       30.     Stamps  received  as  cash  during  September 5.32 

Oct.         3.  •  Clayton  Brown,  L.  U.  No.  1577,  overpaid  assessment.  31.50 
••        12.     Mary  Burke  East,  reporting  Illinois  election  investi- 
gation      41.75 

"        18.    Wesley  Drake,  refunded  on  constitutions 3.00 

''        21.    Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  per  capita  tax  for  Sep- 
tember      1,232.12 
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1911. 
Oct.       23.     P.  M.  Drapier,  tax  on  Canadian     local     unions,    Jolj, 

August  and  September  17.66 

*  *       31.     Stamps  received  as  cash  during  October 10.39 

Nov.      2.    Mike  Porlick,  L.  U.  8617,  District  12,  refunded  assess- 
ment      143.20 

**         7.    Dr.  E.  A.  Sweeney,  medical  services  for  Wm.  Baxter.  8.00 
**         7.     G.  S.  Harrington,  attorney  fees,  Port  Morien  case...  407.88 
'*         7.     Frank  Morrison,  A.  F.  of  L.  per  capita  tax  for  Octo- 
ber      1,343.13 

*  *       10.     Mary  Burke  East,  reporting  Pittsburg  board  meeting  100.00 
"        10.     Union  Labor  Temple,  rent  for  assembly  room,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa 143.75 

**       17.    J.  W.  Lilly,  Bed  Cross  stamps 25.00 

*  *       20.     John  L.  Britton,  office  rent,  Nanaimo,  B.  C 23.00 

'  *       22.     Everett  Rockey,  refunded  on  supplies 1.25 

'  *       24.     Loe  W.  Lowry.  work  on  ballots 12.00 

'^       24.     Arthur  Sharp,  work  on  ballots 12.00 

*  *       24,     Boger  Porter,  work  on  ballots 4.00 

24.     C.  W.  Farley,  work  on  ballots 12.00 

**       27.     Geo.  W.  Flora,  salary  and  expenses,  Westville,  111., 

transfer  card  case 35.80 

**       117.     Percy  Tetlow,  insurance  on   hall,  L.  U.  847,  Grove 

City,    Pa 8.40 

''  29.  Capital  National  Bank,  check  returned  for  endorse- 
ment,  Springfield,   111 113.50 

'  *       29.     Stamps  received  as  cash  during  November 6.63 


$158,226.48 
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INCOME. 

Tax : $    769,157.72 

Supplies 5,976.29 

Journal   . . .'. 7,819.64 

Assessment 1,408,079.93 

Miscellaneous    31,720.48 

Total    $2,222,754.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  expenses   $    215,153.85 

Supplies    3,997.15 

Office  expenses 5,382.32 

Printing    25,015.25 

Journal   14,493.40 

Telephone,  postage  and  express 5,661.64 

Aid   1,758,401 .09 

Miscellaneous    58,066.43 

Loans  refunded  to  districts   100,160.00 

Total   $2,186,331.13 

RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1910 $      160,793.77 

Income,  December  1,  1910.  to  November  30,  1911,  inclusive..   2,222,754.06 

$2,383,547.83 
Expenditures,  December  1.  1910,  to  November  30,  1911,  inclu- 
sive     2,186,331.13 

Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1911 $  197,216.70 

Amount  on  deposit,  Edwin  Perry $  140,980.35 

Amount  on  deposit,  strike  account 65,034.06 

Amount  on  deposit.  Capital  National  Bank 58.49 

Total  amount  on  deposit $    206,072.90 

Outstanding  checks 8,856.20 

-Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1911 $    197,216.70 
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FOLLOWING  18  A  SUMMABY  OF  LOCAL  UNIONS  ORGANIZED   AND  ABAJ 
DONED    DURING    THE   TERM  COVERED    BY    THIS    REPORT. 


DISTRICT  Nc 

i.  1. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

1734 

Warrior  Run,  Pa. 

483 

Old  Forge,  Pa. 

1747 

PittBton,  Pa. 

1194 

Mayfield,  Pa. 

1311 

PittBton,  Pa. 

1367 

PittBton,  Pa. 

1757 

Dunmore,  Pa. 

DISTRICT  Nc 

u  2. 

Organi^d. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

1081 

Onondaga,  Pa. 

1106 

Love  Joy,  Pa. 

1321 

Six  Mile  Run,  Pa. 

1364 

Saltillo,  Pa. 

1528 

Valier,  Pa. 

1920 

Smith  Mills,  Pa. 

2006 

Coalport,  Pa. 

2304 

Rimer,  Pa. 

2426 

Hawthorne,  Pa. 

2509 

Puritan,  Pa. 

2609 

Berwinsdale.  Pa. 

2699 

Osceola  Mills,  Pa. 

DISTRICT  Nc 

u  5. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

92 

Arnold  City,  Pa. 

248 

Fayette  City,  Pa. 

424 

East  Liverpool,  Pa. 

524 

Carnegie,  Pa. 

797 

Glenfield,  Pa. 

547 

Reissing,  Pa. 

816 

Fayette  City,  Pa. 

818 

Pardoe,  Pa. 

904 

Latrobe,  Pa. 

904 

Latrobe,  Pa. 

1344 

Webster,  Pa. 

1664 

Labelle,  Pa. 

1481 

Reissing,  Pa. 

1926 

Grove  City,  Pa. 

1939 

Frank,  Pa. 

2168 

Homestead,  Pa. 

Digitized  by 


Google 


155 


Organized. 

Abandoned. 

2223 

Conlterville. 

2229 

Castle  Shannon,  Pa. 

2243 

Frank,  Pa. 

2249 

Deegan,  Pa. 

2252 

Claytonia,  Pa. 

2274 

Jackson  Center,  Pa. 

2499 

DraTosburg,  Pa. 

DISTRICT  Nc 

K  6. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.  U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

215 

Millfield,  0. 

200 

Byesville,  0. 

319 

Barton,  0. 

334 

Monday,  0. 

334 

Nelsonville,  0. 

450 

Wellston,  O. 

580 

Wellrton,  0. 

496 

Magnolia,  0. 

024 

Caldwell,  0. 

568 

Wellsburg,  W.  Va. 

H85 

Buchtel,  0. 

741 

Coshocton,  0. 

f»77 

Cambridge,  0. 

861 

Salem,  0. 

1216 

Tippecanoe,  O. 

1297 

Klee,  0. 

1412 

Hawks,  0. 

1474 

Clinton,  0. 

1972 

Coshocton,  0. 

1801 

Navarre,  0. 

2031 

Carbon  Hill,  0. 

1888 

Carbon  Hill,  0. 

2113 

Saline ville,  0. 

2002 

Dennison,  0. 

2138 

Flushing,  0. 

2151 

Dalton,  0. 

2285 

Wellston,  0. 

2453 

Bird's  Bun,  0. 

2458 

Nelsonville,  0. 

2580 

Wellston,  0. 

•J731 

Nelsonville,  0. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

I-.U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

461 

Coaldale,  Pa. 

2612 

Stockton,  Pa. 

1506^ 

Freeland,  Pa. 

1671 

Lansford,  Pa. 
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L.U. 
192 
272 
1414 
1427 
1709 
1930 
2627 


Organized. 


Organized. 

Location. 
Mt.  Carmel,  Pa. 
Raven  Run,  Pa. 
Brownsville,  Pa. 
Tremont,  Pa. 
Excelsior,  Pa. 
liranchdale,  Pa. 
Kulpmont,  Pa. 
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DISTRICT  Xc 

►.  8. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

,             770 

Coal  City,  Ind. 

2444 

Saline  City,  Ind. 

2606 

Clay  City,  Ind. 

DISTRICT  No.  9. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

205 

Shamokin,  Pa. 

1105 

Morea  Colliery,  Pa. 

1532 

Raven  Run,  Pa. 

1559 

Silver  Creek,  Pa. 

1562 

Pottsville,  Pa. 

1564 

Shenandoah,  Pa. 

1694- 

Trevorton,  Pa. 

1957 

Girardville,  Pa. 

Organizfjd. 
L.  IJ.         Location. 

28  Clinton,  Ind. 

249  <:oal  Bluff,  Ind. 

342  Linton,  Ind. 

1394  W.  Terro  Haute,  Ind. 

1539  Clinton,  Ind. 

1634  Bicknell,  Ind. 

1630  VV.  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

1640  Clinton,  Ind. 

2011  Torre  Haute,  Ind. 

2591  Coal  Bluff,  Ind. 

Organized. 
L.  U.         Location. 

221  Pekin,  111. 

1397  Centralia,  111. 

1421  Christopher,  111. 

1458  Du  Quoin,  111. 


DISTRICT  No.  11. 

Abandoned. 
Location. 
Oaktown,  Ind. 


L.U. 

255 

396 

433 

2095 

2413 


Coalmont,  Ind. 
Linton,  Ind. 
Clinton,  Ind. 
W.  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


2775     Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


DISTRICT  No.  12. 

Abandoned. 
Location. 
Cable.  111. 


L.U. 
221 
232 
238 
264 


Mascoutah,  111. 
Gerniantown,  ill. 
Rivcrton,  111. 
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Organized. 

Abandoned. 

1624 

Seneca,  HI. 

303 

MillBtadt,  ni. 

1807 

Taylorville,  111. 

329 

Astoria,  111. 

2109 

Nashville,  HI. 

344 

Green  view,  111. 

493 

Riverton,  111. 

517 

Breeds,  111. 

567 

Springfield,  111. 

578 

Virden,  111. 

657 

Holden,  111. 

675 

Nashville,  111. 

714 

Braceville,  Til. 

737 

LaSalle,  111. 

789 

Raymond,  111. 

821 

Clarke  City,  111. 

923 

Glasford,  111. 

952 

Braceville,  111.. 

974 

Athens,  111. 

1459 

Marion,  111. 

1615 

Herrin,  111. 

1901 

Marion,  III. 

2119 

Smithboro,  111. 

2488 

Winchester,  111. 

2647 

Tioe,  Til. 

2S30 

Stonefort,  111. 

DISTRICT  No 

.  13. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.  V. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

407 

Albia,  la. 

154 

Ottumwa,  la. 

1042 

Buxton,  Ta. 

790 

Givin,  la. 

1504 

Dallas,  Ta. 

1993 

Pellas,  la. 

2341 

Ccnterville,   la. 

2547 

Givin,  Ta. 

DISTRICT  No 

.  14. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.  U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

.•<93 

Pittsburg,  Kan. 

1283 

Pleasanton,  Kan 

411 

Arma,  Kan. 

1788 

Weir,  Kan. 
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Organized. 

Abandoned. 

414 

Gross,  Kan. 

1896 

Curranville,  Kan. 

434 

W.  Mineral,  Kan. 

2425 

Mineral,  Kan. 

723 

Croweburg,  Kan. 

1063 

Pittsborg,  Kan. 

2330 

Mulberry,  Kan. 

2743 

Girard,  Kan. 

2755 

Scam m on,  Kan. 

* 

DISTRICT  No. 

15.       . 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

423 

Aguilar,  Colo. 

853 

Oak  Greek,  Colo. 

1082 

Downer,  Colo. 

1970 

Williamsburg,  Colo. 

• 

2060 

New  Castle,  Colo. 

2170 

Lumberton,  N.  M. 

2868 

Leyden,  Colo. 

DISTRICT  No 

.  17. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

1499 

Racine,  W.  Va. 

Organized. 


DISTRICT  No.  18. 

Abandoned. 
I..  U.         Location. 

14     Taber,  Alta.,  Can. 
1126     Diamond  City,  Alta. 
1189     Kipp,  Alta.,  Can. 


DISTRICT  No, 

19. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

463 

Blanche,  Ky. 

103 

Mountain  Ash,  Ky. 

975 

Blanche,  Ky. 

277 

Jellico,  Tcnn. 

982 

Blanche,  Ky. 

604 

Barren  Fork,  Ky. 

998 

East  BernHtjult, 

Ky. 

1416 

Sloan's  Valley,  Ky. 

1087 

Oliver  Springs, 

Ky. 

1586 

Pineville,  Ky. 
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Organized. 

Abandoned. 

1631 

Helenwood,  Tenn. 

1702 

Indian  Head,  Ky. 

1967 

Briceville,  Tenn. 

2093 

Newcomb. 

2217 

Flat  Lick,  Ky. 

2340 

Coal  Creek. 

2665 

Island,  Tenn. 

2781 

Oneida. 

2782 

Indian  Head,  Ky. 

DISTRICT  No 

.  21. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Liocation. 

L.U. 

Location. 

374 

Excelsior,  Ark. 

1530 

Paris,  Ark. 

719 

Bnssellyille,  Ark. 

1949 

Montreal,  Ark. 

742 

Williama,  Okla. 

1974 

Coal  Hill,  Ark. 

746 

Dow,  Oila. 

1983 

Blocher,  Okla. 

747 

Midland,  Okla. 

2492 

Blocker,  Okla. 

2487 

Panama,  Okla. 

2505 

Carbon,  Okla. 

DISTRICT  No 

.  22. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

87 

IMetz,  Wyo. 

1253 

Sampo,  Wyo. 

163 

Cameyville,  Wyo. 

2984 

Point  of  Rocks,  Wyo. 

905 

Lost  Springs,  Wyo. 

909 

Shawnee,  Wyo. 

2055 

Cameyville,  Wyo. 

DISTRICT  No 

.  23. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

L  XT. 

Location. 

780 

Island,  Ky. 

666 

Render,  Ky. 

852 

Point  Pleasant,  Ey. 

836 

Sturgis,  Ky. 

1335 

Beech  Creek,  Ky. 

953 

Aetnaville,  Ky. 

1773 

Uniontown,  Ky. 

1079 

Browder,  Ky. 

1793 

Bender,  Ky. 

1149 

Sturgis,  Ky. 

2504 

Central  City,  Ky. 

1365 

Island,  Ky. 
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Organizetl. 


Abandoned. 

1317  Wheatcroft,  Ky. 

1404  Uniontown,  Ky. 

1476  Aberdeen,  Ky. 

2139  Reynolds  Station,  Ky. 

2586  Island,  Ky. 

2696  Chesly,  Ky. 

2858  Island,  Ky. 


DISTRICT  No.  24. 


Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.  U. 

Location. 

1690 

Saginaw,  Mich. 

DISTRICT  No. 

25. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.  U. 

Location. 

L.U. 

Location. 

347 

Creighton,  Mo. 

1182 

Dean,  la. 

749 

Iligbee,  Mo. 

1715 

Cainsville,  Mo. 

751 

Mayview,  Mo. 

1854 

Cainsville,  Mo. 

DISTRICT  No. 

27. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

Location. 

2646 

Roundup,  Mont. 

DISTRICT  No. 

28. 

Organized. 

Abandoned. 

L.U. 

.    Location. 

872 

Nanaimo,  B.  C. 

2155 

Xanaimo,  B.  C. 

2299 

Cumberland,  B.  C. 

2388     Ladysmith,  B.  C. 
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EXONERATIONS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  I  have  received  numerous  requests  from  Local 
Unions  for  exoneration  from  the  payment  of  the  assessment.  The  reasons 
advanced  why  the  Local  Unions  had  failed  to  meet  their  financial  obliga- 
tions were  many  and  varied.  The  following  are  some  of  the  principal 
reasons:  First,  poor  work;  the  mines  only  working  from  two  to  three  days  in 
each  week.  Second,  not  having  any  check-off  system  and  hence  unable  to 
collect  the  assessment  from  the  members  on  account  of  a  large  number  of 
their  members  being  overdrawn  in  their  accounts  with  the  companies'  stores. 
Third,  a  majority  of  the  members  of  a  Local  Union  refused  to  permit  the 
officers  to  check  off  the  assessment  without  advancing  any  specific  reasons 
therefor.  Fonrth,  the  financial  officers  intrusted  with  the  funds  of  a  Local 
Union  had  absconded  with  all  the  funds  on  hand  and  hence  the  Local  Union 
would  be  financially  embarrassed  and  the  members  would  refuse  to  be 
assessed  to  make  good  their  delinquency. 

In  every  instance  application  was  denied  and  the  Local  Union  making 
such  application  was  notified  that  exoneration  would  not  be  considered  by 
the  International  Board  until  after  the  assessment  was  discontinued  and  if 
then,  each  ease  would  be  dealt  with  on  its  merits. 

We  have  collected  up  to  the  first  of  December  approximately  75  per  cent, 
of  the  assessment  and  during  the  month  of  December  in  all  probability  we 
will  realize  a  large  portion  of  the  assessment  due  for  October  and  November. 
When  a  part  of  the  membership  of  a  Local  Union  was  idle  for  any  full  cal- 
endar week  or  month,  the  amount  of  assessment  due  the  International  organi- 
zation would  be  decreased  correspondingly. 

On  December  1st,  there  was  due  on  the  assessment  from  the  several 
fiistricts,  an  amount  aggregating  $843,131.60.  The  amounts  due  by  districts 
were  as  follows: 

District  No.  Assessment  Due. 

1 $  59,847.99 

2 236,655.70 

5 101,930.33 

6 116,468.19 

7 17,659.61 

8 1,491.42 

9 130,895.41 

10 5,737.85 

M.  Pro.-4. 
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11 11,927.59 

i2 92,299.75 

IH 18,227.64 

14 1,109.29 

lo 290.95 

16 136.00 

17 16,670.00 

18 7,245.80 

19 7,611.30 

20 461.30 

21 3,785.35 

22 4,162.48 

23 4,068.34 

24 929.03 

25 663.79 

26 1,521.65 

27 1,434.84 

In  my  judgment  we  will  be  able  to  realize  at  least  40  per  cent,  of  tbe 
s mount  due  from  the  several  districts  enumerated  herein.  The  majority 
of  the  districts  will  pay  the  amount  in  full.  Extreme  care  should  be 
exercised  in  granting  exoneration.  Only  in  such  instances  where  sufficient 
Justification  can  be  clearly  shown  should  exoneration  b^  granted,  otherwise 
we  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  inforce  the  collection  of  assessments  in  the 
future. 

TRANSFER   CARD    FRAUD. 

During  the  last  three  or  four  years,  some  unscrupulous  person  or 
persons  have  been  trt-weling  over  this  country  obtaining  large  sums  of  money 
here  and  there  from  sister  craft  organizations  and  in  every  instance  the 
union  advancing  the  monry  a[)parently  would  be  acting  in  good  faith  being 
referred  by  the  recipient  to  Local  Union  1379,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  for  payment. 

I  find  upon  investigation  that  the  transfer  cards  used  by  the  party 
referred  to  were  printed  in  Chicago  by  a  printing  establishment  employing 
allied  trades  label  No.  173.  1  further  discovered  that  a  seal  was  manu- 
factured for  the  personal  use  of  this  unscrupulous  rascal.  Evidently  the 
seal  was  also  made  in  Chicago.  Cards  when  issued  are  signed  by  supposed 
officers  of  Local  Union  1379  and  bear  the  seal  which  is  almost  a  duplicate  o: 
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that  field  were  overwhelmed  with  bills  for  rent,  professional  services,  law- 
yers' fees,  etc.  Having  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  these  aeeoanta  were 
exorbitant  we  refused  to  make  payment  until  such  time  as  a  complete  inves- 
tigation could  be  made  of  the  validity  of  such  accounts. 

We  find  upon  investigation  that  there  are  approximately  $30,000.00  of 
unpaid  accounts  in  that  field,  which  will  have  to  be  taken  care  of  by  our 
organization. 

TRAVELING  AUDltORS. 

About  one  year  ago.  District  No.  12  for  good  and  sufiicient  reasons  em- 
ployed a  travelinfir  auditor  whose  duty  is  to  visit  the  Local  Unions  and 
assist  the  officers  in  auditing  their  accounts  and  suggest  wherever  necessary 
some  practical  method  of  bookkeeping.  The  expense  of  such  an  innovation 
has  been  more  than  justified  from  the  results  obtained.  In  my  judgment, 
other  districts  could  well  afford  to  adopt  the  same  rule  even  though  such  an 
officer  was  only  employed  a  limited  time  in  each  year,  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  8»>veral  districts. 

My  purpose  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  convention  to  this  matter  is 
from  a  sense  of  justice.  The  International  organization  is  just  as  much  the 
recipienc  of  the  benefits  from  the  services  of  such  an  officer  as  the  district 
employing  him  and  hence  in  my  judgment  one-half  of  the  expense  of  main- 
taining such  an  officer  should  be  borne  by  the  International  organization. 

The  employment  of  traveling  auditors  is  not  intended,  neither  should  it 
ho.  rrgfirded  as  a  reflection  upon  the  honesty  or  integrity  of  our  local  ofiScers, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  is  intended  to  insure  stability  to  our  organization  by 
adopting  practical  businoss  methods  for  the  conduct  of  our  affairs.  While 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  once  in  a  while  a  dishonest  and  unscrupulous  person 
will  abscond  with  the  funds  of  the  Local  Unions,  yet  we  point  to  the  fact 
with  pride  that  our  institution  compares  favorably  with  any  other  business 
institution  of  the  huid.  Taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  officers 
inlrustod  with  the  handling  of  our  finances,  our  losses  are  only  nominal  and 
no  greater  tiian  they  aro  in  other  institutions. 

Hut  with  the  asKistnnco  of  traveling  auditors,  there  would  be  no  possi- 
bility of  loss  to  any  Loojil  Union  for  the  reason  that  it  would  be  one  of  the 
functions  of  Bu«h  an  ofticcr  to  s«»c  and  insist  upon  every  local  officer  furnish- 
ing bond  which  would  ani]»ly  protect  the  Local  Union  from  loss.  Much  more 
fouhi  be  f^nid  upon  this  subjef-t  l»ut  I  deem  it  unnecessary  nt  this  time. 
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MISSING   ELECTION   RETURNS. 

Subsequent  to  tbe  publication  of  our  convention  proceedings,  I  received 
several  communications  from  Local  Unions  in  District  No.  12,  making  in- 
quiry why  their  vote  was  not  recorded  in  the  printed  proceedings.  I  imme- 
diately wrote  the  tellorn  for  information  on  this  subject  but  could  learn 
nothing  definite  about  the  matter.  However,  the  returns  from  49  Local 
Unions  were  mysteriously  missing. 

The  full  account  of  the  investigation  authorized  by  our  Executive  Board 
has  been  published  in  our  .Journal,  hence  I  deem  it  inexpedient  to  occupy 
your  time  further  on  this  subject.  However,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  have 
taken  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  insure  an  honest  election.  Had  I 
anticipated  that  the  returns  of  our  election  were  insecure  I  would  have 
taken  extra  care  to  insure  their  safety.  This  year  I  had  a  ballot  box  con- 
structed of  steel,  riveted  securely  and  it  is  what  I  consider  a  safe  receptacle 
for  our  election  returns. 

THE  JOURNAL. 

This  is  a  subject  that  I  hesitate  to  take  up  and  yet  in  justice  to  our 
organization  its  affairs  should  be  made  known  to  the  rank  and  file. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30th,  the  income  of  the  Journal 
amounted  to  $6,755.57  and  the  expenses  were  $14,493.40;  leaving  a  deficit 
of  $7,737.83. 

For  the  eight  mouths  uud^r  tbe  present  management  the  income 
amounted  to  $5,429.16  and  the  expenses  $9,433.32,  leaving  a  deficit  of 
^,004.66.  For  the  corresponding  eight  months  under  the  former  manage- 
ment, the  income  amounted  to  .$4,927.71  and  expenses  $9,010.82,  leaving  a 
deficit  of  $4,083.11. 

I  desire  to  eay  that  the  revenue  from  subscriptions  just  about  pays  for 
the  printing  and  mailing  of  our  Journal.  I  am  sure  that  as  an  educational 
medium  we  could  not  aflTord  to  dispense  with  the  publication  of  the  Journal 
2ind  while  those  in  charge  at  present  and  in  the  past  possibly  have  done 
all  in  their  power  to  place  the  Journal  on  a  paying  basis,  yet  their  anticipa- 
tions have  not  been  realized.  It  must  be  apparent  to  any  reasonable  think- 
ing man  that  there  is  n  lack  of  uppreciation  on  the  part  of  the  membership 
of  our  organization.  ^ 

.\gain,  in  justice  to  the  publication,  1  must  say  that  our  Executive  Board 
|t:iM  ruled — and  rii»htfully  so  in  my  judgment — that  no  advertiscincnLi  should 
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appear  in  our  Journal  from  any  dealers  not  employing  the  union  label  or 
otherwise  nnfriendly  to  organized  labor.  Thus  it  ean  be  seen  that  the  field 
of  opportunity  for  making  the  Journal  self-supporting  is  somewhat  limited. 
I  sincerely  trut^t  that  this  convention  will  take  this  matter  under  considera- 
tion and  devise  some  moans  of  extending  the  influence  of  our  Journal  and 
placing  it  on  a  self -supporting  basis,  thus  insuring  its  permanent  success. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  all  our  members  that  we  have  outgrown  our 
present  constitution  and  in  all  probability  our  president  will  \>otat  out  the 
necessity  of  a  complete  revision  to  meet  our  present  wants  and  I  join  with 
him  in  urging  the  convention  to  take  this  matter  under  serious  consideration 
and  adopt  a  constitution  that  will  be  clear  and  comprehensive  enough  to  be 
understood  by  the^  entire  rank* and  file. 
""  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  brielly  to  a  few  recommendations  which 
are  in  line  with  my  official  duties.  First,  I  would  recommend  that  a  consti- 
tutional provision  be  enacted  making  it  mandatory  upon  the  part  of  every 
district  to  create  a  defense  fund  for  their  own  special  benefit.  I  have  here- 
tofore called  the  attention  of  our  conventions  to  this  matter  and  I  emphasize 
here  and  now  what  I  have  previously  said,  that  it  is  unjust  to  the  districts 
that  cultivate  a  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  maintain  strikes  from  their  own 
resources,  to  be  compelled  to  pay  assessments  to  assist  districts  that  persis- 
tently refuse  to  provide  for  their  own  needs. 

Section  4,  Article  V,  is  not  specific  enough  to  meet  our  present  require- 
ments and  hence  I  would  recommend  that  this  section  be  amended  in  such 
a  way  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  a  Local  Union  to  disband  with  the  hope 
of  reorganizing  at  some  future  time.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
this  clause  has  been  taken  advantage  of,  and  yet  there  is  no  way  of  securing 
suflicient  proof  to  establish  that  fact.  Again,  when  a  Local  Union  has  been 
abandoned  in  some  of  the  comparatively  unorganized  districts,  it  would  be  a 
physical  impossibility  to  collect  any  amount  of  back  tax  or  assessment  and 
yet  on  the  other  hand  the  members  who  have  for  a  number  of  years  been 
paying  every  financial  obligation  seriously  complain  of  these  circumstanees — 
and  justly  so. 

I  would  al»o  recommend  that  the  same  rule  that  applies  to  Local  Unions 
three. months  in  arrears  for  tax,  also  apply  for  the  non-payment  of  assesss- 
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ment  and  the  Local  Unions  placed  on  the  delinquent  list  when  three  months 
in  arrears  for  tax  or  assessment,  or  both. 

I  further  recommend  that  in  consideration  of  the  enforced  period  of 
idleness  of  the  members  of  Local  Union  469,  Springhill,  Nova  Scotia,  that 
the  delegate  from  this  Local  Union  be  seated  in  this  convention  and  the 
I^ocal  Union  allowed  a  reasonable  time  limit  to  pay  up  the  amount  due  on 
their  assessment. 

CONCLUSION. 
As  in  former  years,  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duties  and  func- 
tions of  my  office  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  without  fear  or  favor.    I  have 
jealously  guarded  the  funds  of  the  organization  at  all  times  and  have  been 
ably  assisted  by  my  associate  officers  and  assistants. 

I  recognize  at  this  time  the  urgent  necessity  for  some  needed  reforms 
that  will  minimize  to  the  lowest  possible  degree  the  cost  of  maintaining  our 
organization  and  while  I  have  my  own  personal  views  on  the  matter,  yet  I 
feel  that  I  would  be  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  my  superior  officer  in 
calling  your  attention  to  these  reforms  at  this  time,  when  I  have  absolute 
knowledge  of  his  intention  to  point  out  as  said  before,  our  needs  in  this 
direction. 

I  express  the  hope  that  our  deliberations  may  be  characterized  by  har- 
mony and  good  will  and  a  desire  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  organi- 
zation by  adopting  plans  and  policies  that  will  protect  and  perpetuate  the 
existence  of  the  organization  in  the  future. 

Secretary  Perry,  following  the  reading  of  a  summary  of  his  report,  made 
the  follomng  statement: 

The  last  membership  needs  an  explanation.  The  books  of  the  organization 
were  closed  at  noon  on  December  30.  The  Sunday  following  was  the  last  day 
of  the  month,  consequently  all  our  receipts  for  the  afternoon  of  December  30, 
and  Sunday  the  31st,  were  not  deposited  in  the  bank  or  receipted  for  until 
January  2.  Had  the  membership  reported  in  that  interim  been  entered  on  the 
records  the  approximate  membership  of  the  organization  would  have  been 
314,000,  the  largest  in  its  history. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  each  of  the  officers  reports  the  chair- 
man stated  that  the  report  would  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee, 
when  appointed. 

The  announcement  was  also  made  that  printed  copies  of  all  the  officers ' 
reports  were  prepared  and  ready  to  be  distributed  to  the  delegates. 
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Delegate  Mossop,  Chairman  of  the  Conimittee  on  Credentials — I  want 
to  give  the  information  to  this  convention  in  regard  to  delegates  whose 
seats  have  been  contested,  according  to  the  motion  passed  here.  The  seats 
of  the  following  delegates,  whose  names  are  not  in  the  printed  report,  have 
been  protested: 

Joseph  Bradsch,  Local  J  22,  District  12,  protested  by  Ben  Hensley; 
Samuel  Collier,  Local  1273,  District  12,  protested  by  Barney  Monroe;  R.  N. 
West,  Local  979,  District  17;  Kichard  F.  O'Brien,  Local  2827,  District  U. 

The  seats  of  the  following  delegates,  whose  names  are  included  in  the 
printed  lists,  have  been  protested:  Abe  Kephart,  Local  1046;  James  Sabin, 
Local  1372;  Robert  Gibbons,  Local  2394,  all  of  District  5.  Also  William 
Smart  and  F.  P.  llannaway,  Local  Union  797,  District  5. 

At  5:15  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  9  o'clock 
a.  m.,  Wednesday,  January  17. 


SECOND  DAY- MORNING  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  oVlock  a.  m.  Wednesday, 
January  17th,  President  White  in  the  chair. 

President   White  read  the  following  telegrams: 

*'Mt.    Vernon,    N.    Y.,   January    17,    1912. 
'* Edwin  Perry,  Secretary  Miners'  Convention,  Indianapolis. 

'*  Please  extend  to  delegates  my  fond  wishes  for  a  successful  conven- 
tion and  my  earnest  hope  that  a  satisfactory  agreement  with  operators  may 
be   negotiated. 

JOIIX  MITCHELL." 

**Namino,  B.  C,  January  16,  1912. 
"John  P.  White,  international  President  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 
**VVe,  the  organized  miners  of  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C,  District  28, 
extend  to  you  and  your  staff  and  delegates  in  convention  assembled,  our 
hearty  greetings.  May  unison  reign  and  wider  progress  be  the  result 
of  your  deliberations  in  the  interest  and  sacred  cause  of  labor. 

GEORGE    BTTRT,   District   President." 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 
The  PresidiMit  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  committees: 
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Committee  on  Rosolutions-^Tboinas  Haggerty,  District  2;  James  Lord, 
district  12;  John  Gay,  District  13;  James  Allen,  District  6;  M.  J.  McGrath, 
E>istrict  9;  George  Phillips,  District  8;  Fred  Tatiim,  District  23;  G.  W. 
Lackey,  District  11;   Gus  Dwyer,  District  14. 

Committee  on  Constitation — Frank  Farrington,  District  12;  Van  Bitt- 
iicr,  District  5;  G.  E.  Edmunds,  District  13;  Richard  Gilbert,  District  2; 
(^hisrlcs  Fisher,  District  6;  David  Robb,  District  11;  Thomas  F.  Lowney, 
District  1;  C.  C.  Boner,  District  7;  Mose  Celvinger,  District  21. 

Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances — William  Diamond,  District 
'J4:  Groce  Lawn^nce,  District  12;  John  Zelcnka,  District  6;  F.  E.  Waite. 
District  2;  Pat  Carey,  District  19;  Charles  Fox,  District  11;  William 
I  largest,  District  5;  Dan  Skeeters,  District  13;   E.  L.  Doyle,  District  15. 

Committee  on  Officers'  Reports — Alex  Howat,  District  14;  John  T. 
Dempsey,  District  1;  Duncan  McDonaM,  District  12;  C.  J.  Albasin,  Dis 
trict  6;  James  Moonfv,  District  2o;  W.  11.  Brown,  District  13;  Paul  G. 
F:iui8on,  District  22;  John  O'Leary,  District  5;  William  Roberts,  Dis- 
trict 24. 

S»>rgeaT»ts  at-Arms — (Joorge   Helnier,  District   12;   John   Fallon,  District   1. 

Auditor  Donaldson  read  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF   rXTERXATIOXAL  AUDITORS. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the 

International  United   Mine   Workers  of   America,  in   Convention   Here 

Assembled: 

We,  the  undersigned  auditors  of  the  International  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  Secretary-Treasurer 
Edwin  Perry,  commencing  December  1,  1910,  and  ending  November  30,  1911, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  our  findings  for  your  consideration : 

INCOME. 

Tax    $    769,157.72 

Supplies    5,976.29 

Jouma]    7,819.64 

Assessment    1,408,079.93 

Miscellaneous    6,720.48 

Refunded  from  Irwin  Field  strike  fund 25,000.00 

■  Total    $2,222,754.06 
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EXl»KNDlTUliES. 

Salaries  and  expenses $  215,153.85 

Supplies    3,997.15 

Office  expenses  5,382.32 

Printing 25,015.25 

Journal    14,493.40 

Telephone,  postage  and  express 5,661.64 

Aid  to  District  No.  1 7,972.71 

Aid  to  District  No.  5 698,400.00 

Aid  to  District  No.  6 146,499.96 

Aid  to  District  No.  7 3,420.60 

Aid  to  District  No.  9 " 6,369.45 

Aid  to  District  No.  15 310,000.00 

Aid  to  District  No.  17 4,781.92 

Aid  to  District  No.  18 381,000.00 

Aid  to  District  No.  19 17,863.98 

Aid  to  District  No.  20 1,100.00 

Aid  to  District  No.  25 10,000.00 

Aid  to  District  No.  26 170,899.97 

Individual  aid 92.50 

Loans  refunded  to  District  No.  11 25,000.00 

Loans  refunded  to  District  No.  13 60,000.00 

Loans  refunded  to  District  No.  22 15,160.00 

Tax  paid  to  A.  F.  of  L 16,365.77 

Transportation  to  delegates  Columbus  convention 21,113.08 

Donation  to  delegates  from  striking  local  unions 960.00 

Miscellaneous    * 19,627.58 

Total   $2,186,331.13 

RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1910 $  160,793.77 

Income  from  December  1,  1910,  to  November  30,  1911 2,222,754.06 

Total   $2,383,547.83 

Expenditures  from  December  1,  1910,  to  November  30,  1911 2,186,331.13 

Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1911 $  197,216.70 
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BANK  STATEMENT. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  December  21,  1911. 
Mesars.  John  J.  Mossop,  Albert  Neutzling  and  William  Donaldson,  Auditors, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Dear  Sirs — This  is  to  certify  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
had  'on  deposit  with  the  Capital  National  Bank  at  the  close  of  business 

Xovember  30,  1911,  the  sum  of $         58.49 

Edwin  Perry,  Secretary-Treasurer 140,980.35 

Strike  fund 65,034.06 

Total $206,072.90 

Yours  very  truly, 

G.  P.  PATTERSON,  Cashier. 

Total  amount  on  deposit $206,072.90 

Outstanding  checks   8,856.20 

Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1911 $197,216.70 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I. 

u      ^ 

3    Z 

s  § 

a  ^ 


«^    S 


o 

09 


0^ 
Q 


0N. 


J3 


s 

Q 


ll 


:«    :R 


:«    :*!:C 


lA  oe  t^  ^  ^r  «i4  O^  w4  lA  9"  O  OO  ^4       ^ro^        ~  


9"  o  9^  ^  m  «i4  C4  ^a*  ^1  ^t*  m  <«o  ^« 

fO  fO  vO  vi^  ^O  vi< 


9'^^^r>4c 


«^  oe  9"  oo  ^4  kA  kA  r«  <<«  ro  ^4  ^«  r^  ro  ^  ^<  9"  ro  m  c^  oe  ^  kA  9^  c«  «i4  i^ 

^2»^'««OOkAOeO^«9'9'9'^        9"  (M  ^  <-«  rs«  OO  t^  O  r^  ^  9>^  '^ 

lA  ^  oe  ^  C4  «i4  ^  ro  ^«*  ^4  tn  t>i                             rs|^ror«iA      r«  t^ 

^i  ^^  «0  ^m  n^  ^  «14 


:#!:*!:*! 


:S:;P::R     :S     :ff 


c^ 


9^>OrOrsi^kAOe^w4w4u 


«n^«*r40oe^oet^0^aor4in 

^^'^•^^^«*9^^9^>ca^ao  kO  9^  t>.  ro  ^  oe  9^  "^  kO  o  r^ 

^09^rO^(^kA^«*  vi^r^^r^  ^4  r««r«io»      ^^  r*i  oo  r^  ^  ^^  \r 

^^0>e4^«i4r0^rOeO^«e  ^  ^^rOr<4^       f 

fO  C^  CO  ^  ^  ^^  w^ 


:*!:«    :#!J5 


:J!!^ 


:S      l<^:it! 


9'Or4t^o«Nr^9>'oeo«N  9^000  oOkAoers99'^>or^^N^oeoo 
r>«ro^«*«N9'f09'r49'r>90^aew4kr)OOro9'^inrO(OoekA^4 

r4kA9'^o^«i4^r«(Okn^  ^ —      -^     — 

knoo^f<4r«      CO  <^i  fo  ^ 'a*  r^ 
r«c«co  -M^^ 


^0  9'aorHt>.or4(Oc>iaoro(st>i^««**^««*^^<o^^^<«9'00 
<«9'^kn^9'(^«c<^r4ro^4«e^«*coc>»^40^«kAr4oec4knkAco 
^p«9'oe^(Or4^oer^«M^ao  cs «m 9^  «4 1^ kn« ro ^«* o co c>> 

^ c^ ^ f^ rsi  «i^  (O CO (O r^ ^ t>>  ^  oe^^csi^      r« 


«M  «MkArHcorHo^r<»rH^  ^in  r^ ao  «m  ^ oe kn r^ o ««•«-<«-< ^ 

^  r««  kO  kn  r«  <*4  9^  (Ni  «-<  kn  r>>  «-<  ^  kn^9'coc4rHrooaoc^oo 

00  ^kAkncMtn  vNfOt^^^r^  ^o^^ncooco^cs^co 

^••N^r^co      i«^knkAco^  ^^r^  rH^co<M^      <*« 

cor^co  •M>o-M 


r^r««knr>9rH^kAkn«-<<*4(M9'9^ 


aoro9>'>or49'0^knoe«oo 
^k/jo<Mt>.k/j^^c^rHrH 

r4oe9'«-4«M^oei>H9'cokn 


^c>iknrNicocotnw4t>i(S9C4oor40«-<or4rH>orH«Moe^f<4^ 

rHcotn^«MooerHoec^«-<oococot^(0^«*'«irkA^^^kAr4co 

Or^cOcO  •NfOkAkO^O  cOcO*-<        'a*  C««  9^  CO  kO  kA  r»  t^  O  CO  ^ 

>o o oe oe  «-< «M ro ro oe r^ ^ oo  •Mrn  c4C>i^«<cooe      co 

coc^co  •Mrn  •M  «M 


O  r^  «^  OO  ^  ^  «N  kA  (^9  t>>  kA  OO  r»9  ^  «M  r^  t>.  ^  lA  ao  «M  r«  ^  kA  kA  9^ 

^ o  ^ t>> r^ «N r^ «M <««•  >e 9^ r^ ^      r4«Naocoo9'OoeoekAro ^h  m 

kAoe^ooe'<(r^9'ao^^«<kA^N      ^<^i9'«Moerac40^^oor9  ,t>. 

^r^o  ^co  «-«kAkA^«<oe^oo           «Nro           cs)oe^^^      r^  |  «m 

CO  CO  *0                          '^  ^  '^                                           ■•N  I  t^ 


kA9'^r4oo9ooooe>o?9rooooe«Nr4kA9>cococo(<4t>icorHK^oe 

kA^kA^O«N^^t«OOa0ipMkA^kA«M'^r0t^c0^r00eoO 


kAorHr4«MipNcoc4>e^kA>o 

cor^rO  «-<^'^ 


^N9'>or4<o«N«Mr«9r4^>OkAao 


t>>oekAor4^t^^o>o^«<^ 


t>i  CO  r>«  ^ -N  r»«  fsj  00  >0  kA  9^  >0  r^        ^^t«  OOkA  o  ^lAcOO^nrO 

CO  oOkAoe  ^  ^  ^^  ^  ro  ^^  «N      kA  co  <«      ra ^i kA  c>»  9^ kA  «^ 
9^^rOOet^«M^rOOC^9^^  <s|>0  ^  OO  kA  CO  t^        'I* 


•Hill 


5t 


.....•,  .-ill  gi|I^SgliH^i«|I 


r 


Z 

X 

«■ 

« 

M 

JS 


i! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


175 

BEPOBT  OF  MONEY  PAID  BY  THE  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
STRIKE  RELIEF  IN  THE  IRWIN  FIELD  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16,  1912. 

We,  the  undersigned  auditors  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
have  examined  the  accounts  of  James  Cantwell,  who  had  charge  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  strike  relief  in  the  Irwin  Field  of  Pennsylvania  from  November 
1,  1910,  to  November  30,  1911. 

Previous  to  November  1,  1910,  $221,000.00  was  sent  by  the  national 
organization  to  the  officers  of  District  No.  5,  who  had  charge  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  strike  relief  up  to  that  time. 

The  money  handled  by  James  Cantwell  was  deposited  in  the  Merchants ' 
and  Farmers'  National  Bank  at  Greensburg,  and  all  bills  were  paid  by  check. 
IVo  separate  accounts  were  Jsept,  one  for  merchandise  relief  and  the  other 
for  general  purposes. 

MONEY  RECEIVED  BY  JAMES  CANTWELL. 

November,   1910.    From  national  organization $105,000.00 

December,    1910.    From  national  organization 100,000.00 

January,       1911.     From  national  organization 80,000.00 

February,     1911.    From  national  organization 100,000.00 

March,  1911.     From  national  organization 60,000.00 

April,  1911.     From  national  organization 105,000.00 

May,  1911.     From  national  organization 80,000.00 

June,  1911.    From  national  organization 80,000.00 

July,  1911.    From  national  organization 80,000.00 

August,         1911.     From  national  organization 11,000.00 

September,  1911.     From  national  organization 1,000.00— $802,000.00 

Received  for  sale  of  shanties,  tents,  etc 1,690.70 

Donations  and  miscellaneous 404.88 —      2,095.5S 

Total  income  $804,095.58 

Returned  to  Edwin  Perry,  November  15,  1911 25,000.00 

Balance   $779,095.58 

Amount  credited  to  merchandise  account $727,773.11 

Amount  credited  to  general  account 51,322.47 

Total $779,095.58 
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MERCHANDISE  ACCOUNT. 
The  following  aniouuts  were  paid   to  the   respective  loeal   uuions  for 
merchandise: 
L.  U.  Amount  Paid. 

401    $  13,952.50 

405 ; 143,410.74 

432    15,313.75 

440 50,803.76 

447    14,707.34 

505    36,841.61 

513    27,399.45 

554    14,237.45 

562    38,367.56 

603    52,964.60 

606    * 4,641.25 

627    12,611.00 

638    52,075.25 

664    10,273.50 

729    23,511.25 

817 9,132.11 

835    15,980.86 

1208    7,466.00 

2021    21,657.48 

2088 38,411.55 

2398    35,582.65 

2406 67,666.97 

2720    1,926.75 

Madison  Cami> 4,403.45 

Latrobe  Camp  5,276.10 

Export  Camp  5,060.95— $723,675.88 

Jonas  Gott,  for  miscellanoous  relief 2,300.00 

John  McCartney,  for  miscellaneous  relief 683.91 —      2,983.91 

Total  paid  for  merchandise $726,659.79 

Total  receipts  merchandise  account $727,773.1 1 

Total  expenses  merchandise  account  726,659.79 

On  hand  November  30,  1911 $    1,118.32 
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GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

Expenses  for  the  erectiou  of  shanties  and  tents,  bouse  rent,  ground 

leaseF,  coal,  doctor's  bills  and  court  expenses $  45,43(5.33 

Paid   to   William   Diamond  and  George  Dagger   for  general   relief 

at  Latrobe  and  Ligonier  Valley 3,512.90 

Total $  48,949.23 

Total  receipts  general  account $  51,322.47 

Total  expenses  general  account 48,949.23 

On  hand  November  30,  1911 $     2,373.24 


KECAPITULATION. 

Income  for  merchandise  account $727,773.11 

Income  for  general  account 51,322.47 

Total  income   $779,095.58 

hlxpenses  for  merchandise  account $726,659.79 

Expenses  for  general  account 48,949.23 

Total  expenses $775,609.02 

Total  income  both  funds : $779,095.58 

Total  expenses  both  funds 775,609.02 

Total  amount  on  hanil  November  30,  1911 $     3,486.56 

On  han^  November  30,  1911,  merchandise  account $1,113.32 

On  hand  November  30,  1911,  general  account 2,373.24 

$     3,486.56 

Bespectfully  submitted,  JOHN  J.  MOSSOP. 

ALBERT  NEUTZLING. 
WILLIAM  DONALDSON. 

Auditors. 

The  report  of  the  Auditors,  :is  read  by  Auditor  Donaldson,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Otlims'  I^•ports.  l*rinted  copies  of  the  reyort  '^^ere 
«li.stri!)Uted   to  thr*  delej;jites. 
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l*resi<lriit  White — Mr.  William  Fairley,  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  Gov- 
ernment Immigrant  Inspector,  desires  to  meet  the  ilistrict  officers  from  all 
rlistrictd  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  tomorrow  noon  upon  adjournment  of 
this  convention.  I  hope  all  the  district  offirers  will  bear  this  in  mind,  as  •he 
has  something  of  importance  to  take  up  with  them. 

President  White  asked  that  the  fraternal  delegates  from  the  Western 
Federati«»n  of  Mineis.  Edwin  Young  and  John  A.  MacKinnon,  come  to  the 
platform. 

President  W^hite — I  desire  at  this  time  to  present  to  you  our  fraternal 
delegates  representing  the  We^^tern  Federation  of  Miners.  I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  introducing  to  you  Mr.  Edwin  Young  of  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  who 
will  tnlk  to  you  now  as  a  representative  from  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners. 

Fraternal  J)clej;ate  Ycuug — Mr.  President,  Delegates  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America:  It  affords  me  considerable  pleasure  to  stand 
before  this  bodv  of  men  at  tliis  time  as  a  fellow  worker  in  labor's  cause. 
Coming'  froui  the  Western  Federation  of  ^liners  as  T  do.  you  will  probably 
want  to  hear  som«^thing  of  the  workings  of  that  bo«ly.  We  have  between 
40,000  and  50,000  men  eurolie*!.  We  have  tried  hard  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  metalliferous  miners  to  get  all  the  men  within  our  ranks  it  is 
possible  to  g«-t;  but,  like  yonrs«dves,  we  have  found  it  a  very  difficult  mat- 
ter to  got  all  to  Fee  as  we  see.  In  the  onward  march  of  labor's  cause  we 
do  not  understand  why  it  should  Ke  possible  that  it  requires  solicitation 
and  almost  a  conMuand  to  get  men  to  join  the  ranks  of  labor.  Since  we 
have  been  emaiicipatcl  from  the  thraldom  of  the  capitalistic  system  by 
organized  labor  in  the  onward  march  and  progress  of  this  great  country 
we  can  look  lta<-!:  an«l  scp  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  various  states 
of  the  Union  by  organized  labor.  I  do  not  understand  why  men  wait  to 
le  asked  to  join  an  ortr-niization.  We  have  received  benefits  from  this 
fact,  that  we  have  bettered  the  conditions  by  a  united  effort  and  coming 
together  in  the  forces  of  the  i)ast.  and  we  expect  to  benefit  more  in  the 
future. 

In  ^lontauH  .-nd  \;iii«Mis  j.Ijwck  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  metallifer- 
ous miners'  organization  we  have  receive<l  l)en<'fits  to  a  considerable  extent, 
we  have  shortened  the  hours  and  raised  the  wages;  but  when  we  see  the 
compai't  f»nces  of  the  crtpitalisfic  interests  it  tea<hes  us  that  we  must 
gather  togj'thcr  (.nr  lorcrs  tf»  conil-at   them.      We  want   to  <lo  this  in  a  pro 
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j^rcssive  8i»iri1,  n  spirit  of  kiminess  and  frioudBhip,  aud  to  do  that  we  must 
have  the  aid  and  assistance  of  those  who  toil. 

We  have  gone  through  an  <^xperience  in  the  past  two  years  in  Great 
Falls,  and  I  do  not  see*  why  the  oraft  unions  do  not  see  their  way  clear 
to  throw  their  lot  among  the  miners.  Take  the  metalliferous  miners  for 
instance,  and  in  the  treatment  of  their  product  they  have  to  have  the 
mechanics.  There  should  be  a  fraternal  feeling  among  them,  a  feeling  that 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  should  be  the  policy  pursued.  We 
hope  in  the  near  future,  my  brothers,  that  not  only  will  the  spirit  of  frater- 
nalism  prevail,  but  that  we  will  say  that  hand  in  hand  we  will  work,  that 
united  we  shall  stand,  and  then  there  will  be  no  such  thing  as  metalliferous 
miners. 

I  want  to  say  to  you  that  it  is  with  great  pride  and  pleasure  I  stand 
before  a  body  of  men  of  this  class,  and  it  is  an  occasion  that  can  never  be 
forgotten.  The  kindly  reception  from  you,  Mr.  President,  and  your  officers 
and  the  various  delegates,  is  something  this  old  man  will  not  forget.  1 
lioj»e  that  before  many  years  the  word  '^fraternalism'^  will  be  wiped  out 
in  our  midst,  and  that  one  grand  phalanx  will  go  forward  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  all  be 
together,  anel  that  when  we  through  committees,  face  employers,  they  will 
«ay:  **We  are  natisfied  for  you  people  to  get  what  belongs  to  you."  We 
have  the  pattern  set  before  us  in  the  conglomeration  of  the  wealthy  masses 
in  bringing  together  the  great  trusts.  We,  too,  must  come  together  on  a 
Kasis  of  progress  to  combat  them.  Let  us  join  our  hands  and  be  unite<1 
throughout  this  land. 

I  hope  that  This  craft'sm  will  in  the  future  be  eliminated  to  this  ex- 
tent, that  each  and  every  one  will  realize  that  there  is  no  more  dangerous 
proposition  under  the  heav<'ns  than  the  miner  has  when  he  descends  into 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  to  extract  the  precious  metals.  The  man  who 
enjoys  the  puulight  must  remember  that  the  miner's  life  is  in  danger  every 
minute.  The  miner's  children  are  as  dear  to  him  as  are  the  children  of  the 
millionaire  to  hip,  and  when  he  risks  his  life  by  going  down  into  the 
t*artli  in  order  that  he  maj'  niake  a  living  for  them,  the  conditions  should 
be  made  as  safe  as  possible.  To  that  end  we  should  be  more  united.  There- 
fore, I  say  to  you,  my  brothers,  that  I  hope  iu  the  near  future  each  and 
every  one  will  see  his  way  clear  to  extend  tlie  hand  of  fellowship  to  his 
brother,  and  never  cease  his  efforts  until  every  m.'ui  is  within  the  roll  of 
organized  labor. 
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l*reHid(*iit  \Vhilt» — J  now  h^vi>  the  jileasure  of  introducing  to  you,  Mr 
John  A.  MncKinuon  of  C'anada,  fraternal  delegate  from  the  Western  Federa 
(ion  of  Mirers. 

Fraternal  Dele>f"^<?  MacKiimon — Mr.  President*  and  Fellow  Workingmen ; 
I  iiiuHt  rtisl  tliaiiU  tbv»  l*re8idont  and  the  ofticers  of  your  magnificent  organi 
zHtinn  for  the  refection  wo  have  received  here  since  we  came  to  this  con 
vintion.  1  nlho  want  to  thank  this  body  for  the  attendance  of  the  twc 
n«|»reHentativfs  of  your  orjjanization  at  the  convention  of  the  Westerr 
IVderntion  of  Mint  r^,  h.«ld  in  Butte,  Montana,  last  July.  Your  organizatior 
wan  ably  n»i»reKent»Ml  there  by  delegate  Green  and  Delegate  McDonald.  Th( 
infornuition  we  received  from  them  was  certainly  of  benefit  to  us.  The; 
j»ave  UH  f»reat  assistance  in  our  labors  in  that  convention. 

In  behalf  of  the  \Vestern  Federation  of  Miners,  I  want  to  convey  th 
greetings  of  that  orjjanization  to  your  officen>  and  to  every  man  of  thi 
yreat  and  glorious  rnited  Mine  Workers'  organization.  I  come  as  a  delt 
^'ate  from  the  Wesiern  Federation  of  Miners,  and  as  a  citizen  from  aero? 
tliat  imaginary  lire  that  divides  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  I  desir 
to  atld  that  the  same  system  of  capitalism  is  in  vogue  across  the  line  a 
j-xists  in  the  I'nited  States,  There  is  no  difference,  and  it  is  absolutel 
necessary  that  we  shall,  as  working  men,  endeavor  to  unite,  regardless  c 
iliat  line.  1  hope  and  trust  that  in  the  future  this  organization  will  absor 
and  take  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  into  its  fold,  and  that  thei 
will  nt>  longer  be  a  separate  metalliferous  organization. 

.\t  the  last  con  v  out  ion  held  in  Butte.  Montana,  a  resolution  was  passe 
that  we  nnmed«atel\  surrender  onr  charter  of  the  Western  Federation  ■ 
Miners  anti  apply  for  admission  into  your  organization.  Through  the  eou 
sol  of  th«  ottivers  -although  wo  woyo  willing  an.i  ready  to  do  that — "^ 
thought  be>t  to  carry  out  the  instructions  and  reoommendations  of  the  joii 
committee  that  wa>i  appoint*. i  by  your  organization  and  the  Westei 
Federation  of  Minors.  But  since  xiiat  tin-.o  in  our  own  particular  oountr 
H  number  of  rt»>olutious  have  be^en  s^-nt  •>-:  •demanding  that  we  submit  ti 
matter  to  a  refert^ndum  vote  aad  got  the  v.:.>»  and  sentiment  of  the  membe- 
>Uip  of  tbo  ent'.re  country  regarding  a!l:!iat!Oii  w"th  your  body. 

Now  the  oniv  .iKo^i-iv^n  that  ari^r^  i^  ths — and  it  arise*  verr  often- 
thai  we  csnnoi  adMit  '^ho  •  ■r.>*.:-jtion  ot  the  United  Mine  Workers  - 
America.  We  i.viv.  :  ^;i'.-  thyr  r.  the  last.  Let  mo  sciy  this  muck  at  thi 
time;  that  as  t:.'<  :<  '•••.:  T».  ::v  thir.i  Aiinial  ♦  •»'-:\»*ution  of  tke  Unit* 
Mine  Workers  oi  Arii-r-.u.  .i^  i  r.:r  ".•-it    ■•'nvor.tio!:   ^>t  the  Western  Feder 
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tioxx    of  Miners  was  the  19th,  we  are  only  about  two  years  behind  you.     We 
I'^^'^'e    a  certain  platform,  a  certain  constitution,  a  certain  form  of  organiza- 
tion.     You  have  a  different  form.    J  am  willing  to  admit  that  you  have  pro- 
i^^^ssed    under   your  form   of   organization,    and   that   you   have   a   better 
^^^Sa-nization,  according  to  the  number  of  men  working  in  the  coal  mines  of 
tlio    XJnited  States  and  Canada,  than  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  have 
un^iex'  its  form  of  organization.     That  being  the  case,  then  why  should  we 
*^y     'We  cannot  adopt  the  wage  scale,  the  checkoff  system  and  all  of  those 
^^^i^^sf     I  only  wish,  as  I  stated  in  our  convention  in  Butte,  that  in  some 
^ist;i*i<»t8  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  a  resident  of,  we  could  adopt  the 
sam©    system  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  have. 

Xn  the  last  strike  in  District  No.  18,  as  1  understand,  the  checkoff  was 

^"^    x]:iain  issue.    The  coal  corporations  realized  that  by  the  checkoff  system 

^^    t;izkies  of  trouble  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the  miners  were  enabled  to 

^^T-jry  on  their  battles.    Through  it  "you  are  able  to  collect  the  sinews  of  war 

°^^^»sary  to  supply  the  wives  and  families  of  our  fellow  workers  with  the 

"^^^ssaries  of  life  while  the  struggle  is  being  caried  on.     We  realize  that 

***    to  our  interests  to  as  soon  as  possible,  formulate  some  understanding 

^'^^^    *riake  application  to  you,  if  you  will  accept  us;  and  I  will  say  fearlessly 

^^ou  that  I  am  satisfied  when  that  referendum  vote  is  taken  of  the  rank 

**^ci      ^|g  ^^  ^jjp  Western  Federation  of  Miners  they  will  be  ready  to  say, 

^^,  take  us,  and  we  will  be  with  you  in  this  struggle  for  the  emancipation 

^*^«  working  classes  of  our  country.'' 

^    was  very  much  struck  with  the  report  of  your  Vice-President  yester- 
(lajv 
J^  *     'Vrherein  he  stated  that  we  must,  as  working  men,  unite  on  the  indus- 

■*■     £eld.    My  friends,  I  also  want  to  tell  you  that  if  we  are  ever  going  to 

"^     Anything  we  have  got  to  unite  on  the  political  field.    I  happened  to  be 

^  ^  S -#-  ~ 

*-*3en  of  this  country  at  one  time,  although  I  am  now  a  citizen  of  the 

^"^^y  on  the  other  side  of  the  line.    I  endeavored  to  comply  with  the  laws 

*^xs  country  when  I  lived  here;  I  endeavor  to  comply  with  the  laws  of 

Country  I  am  a  citizen  of  at  the  present  time,  but  I  am  not  satisfied  with 

*^ws  of  either  country. 

■^  noticed  yesterday  in  the  report  of  your  President  something  in  regard 

^^^'temal  dissension  among  some  individuals  or  set  of  individuals — I  may 

«^ave  caught  the  meaning  aright.     I  have  noticed  that  in  your  past  ad- 

^^tration   you   endeaTored   to   organize   the   coal    miners   of   Vancouver 

^^d,  British  Columbia.     I  am  glad  you  have  made  a  start  there,  and  I 
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have  DO  doabt  if  you  carry  on  the  work  you  will  be  successful  there.  Pay 
strict  attention  to  that  part  of  the  country.  It  is  a  new  country,  it  is 
<1eve]oping  every  day,  new  mines  are  being  opened  up,  and  it  is  necessary 
for  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  be  there  with  their  organizers, 
and  it  is  necessary  for  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  to  assist  them 
until  such  time  as  we  are  one  body  an<f  continue  the  organization  in  that 
part  of  the  country. 

I  was  asked  last  evening  by  a  newspaper  reporter  as  to  whether  there 
was  any  objections  to  the  I7uited  Mine  Workers  of  America  or  any  other 
organization  from  this  side  of  the  line  coming  into  Canada  and  organizing. 
As  far  as  the  woiking  men  are  concerned — with  the  exception  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals who  are  ever  ready  and  willing  to  use  themselves  in  the  interests  of 
♦  he  capitalists — the  working  men  in  the  part  of  the  country  I  am  from 
locognize  no  flag.  We  accept  you  with  open  arms,  and  we  recognize  that 
what  is  for  the  interest  of  the  working  man  in  Canada  is  for  the  interest 
of  the  working  man  in  the  I.'nited  States. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  thank  you.  I  will  not  take  up  any  more 
of  your  time.  1  know  you  have  met  here  to  do  business  for  your  organiza- 
tion, but  T  want  to  again  thank  you  for  the  reception  given  myself  and  my 
colleagues.  I  will,  however,  say  that  I  hope  within  the  near  future — and 
may  it  come  before  your  next  convention — that  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  will  not  be  sending  fraternal  delegates  here,  but  will  be  here  with 
delegates  to  one  convention.  Follow  workmen!  unite  industrially.  Unite 
on  the  industrial  field,  then  unite  on  the  political  field  and  we  will  win  that 
which  belongs  to  us! 

President  White — I  believe  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  this  convention, 
when  I  say  that  we  appreciate  the  words  of  encouragement  expressed  by  our 
fraternal  delegates  from  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners;  and  I  express 
the  hope,  not  only  personally  and  oflScially,  but  I  believe  reflecting  the  senti- 
ment of  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization,  that  with  each  succeeding 
year  ties  of  affiliation  may  be  so  closely  united  that  the  expressions  uttered 
by  our  brothers  may  become  a  reality,  when  these  two  organizations  of  sub- 
terranean toilers  may  be  united  in  one  grand  common  cause. 

Delegate  Bendell,  District  5 — I  move  that  these  two  delegates  re- 
ceive a  standing  vote  to  show  our  appreciation  of  their  presence  in  the 
convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  White  introduced  to  the  convention  a  representative  of 
the  Indianapolis  Garment  Workers'  organization.  Miss  English. 
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-^rliss  English — T  would  like  to  bay,  representing  the  Garment  Workers' 

'^■^ioii,  that  we  are  all  glad  to  have  you  in  our  city  again,  and  we  hope 

^^i^^   you  are  here  you  will  have  an  enjoyable  time  after  your  business  is 

tr*^^Ei.aa«icted.     We  have  arranged  to  give  a  ball  in  this  hall  tomorrow  night 

aikcl.     'would  like  to  extend  an  invitation  to  each  one  of  you  to  be  present.    We 

proi-Kiige^  if  you  come,  to  furnish  each  one  of  you  with  a  partner.    Whether 

?.ho      ^will  be  good  looking  or  not  I  cannot  say.     We  are  going  to  have  a 

'^c^it'v-^jjtioE  here  in  August,  and  we  are  trying  to  raise  funds  to  entertain  our 

Aele^jites. 

^t^residcnt  White — The  delegates  will  please  take  notice.  I  suppose  the 
''otiirrtittee  would  like  the  privilege  of  canvassing  the  delegation  to  sell 
^it^leo^g  for  the  ball.  At  some  time  during  the  day,  if  there  is  no  objection, 
thoy-     ^,jn  y^Q  given  that  privilege. 

-A.  representative  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  here  who  has 

»<*eii    <le\oting  her  attention  to  the  groat  labor  struggle  going  on  in  Musca- 

^'^^y    Iowa,  among  the  button  workers.    It  affords  me  great  pleasure  at  this 

i^no      "to  introduce  Miss  Catherine   E.  Hnnigan,  General   Organizer  of  the 

>nei-ican  Federation  of  Labor. 

^^^iss  Finnigan — Mr.  President   and   Fellow   Workers:     I   bring   to  you 

*     ^>^    the  greetings  of  a  small  band  of  people  in  the  town  of  Muscatine, 

^'^-      This  little  band  of  workers  in  Muscatine  is  composed  of  the  people 

"*-^    Hianufacture  pearl  buttons.     At  one  time  I  did  not  know,  and  perhaps 

^^^    of  you  may  not  know  now,  how  pearl  buttons  are  manufactured.    They 

■■^Manufactured  fiom  the  sheila  of  clams  taken  from  the  Mississippi  Eiver. 

^^^'e  years  ago  some  ten  or  twelve  men  came  to  Muscatine  and  began 
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^Manufacture  of  pearl  buttons.    For  three  or  four  years  the  people  were 

"t:o  earn  a  living  wage  in  that  industry;   but  with  the  knowledge  of 

^^  methods  of  manufacturing  and  more  ways  of  gaining  profits  for  those 

^^acturing   them   the   wages   were   reduced.     Those   who   manufactured 

*^ljttonB  increased  their  profits  but  thev  did  not  increase  the  workers' 
profits 

■^«cau3c  of  reductions  year  after  year,  the  workers  in  the  pearl  button 

^^try  in  Muscatine,  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  had  to  resort  to  the 

^    means  possible  to  get  a  living  wage — organization.     A  year  ago  last 

'  ^^'^mber,  3,000  people,  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  Muscatine,  set  out 

*^^  ^he  field  that  many  of  you  have  set  out  on  to  gain  a  living  wage  and 

pTop^j  conditions.     On  the  25th  of  February,  1911,  they  wore  locked  out  of 
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the  factories,  the  manufacturers  said  because  of  over-production.  A  week 
later  when  the  men  went  back  to  get  their  products  weighed  the  manufac- 
turers said:  *'You  can  come  to  work  next  Monday  if  you  signify  your  in- 
tention to  give  up  your  union  cards/' 

The  lockout  lasted  for  ten  weeks.  Then  the  people  were  duped  into  an 
agreement  by  the  manufacturers.  The  agreement  was  signed  by  Governor 
Carroll  of  Iowa.  However,  the  button  workers  were  not  back  at  their  work 
more  than  three  or  four  weeks  when  they  were  persecuted  worse  than  ever, 
and  in  August  they  were  again  obliged  to  come  out  on  strike.  They  are 
striking  today,  and  they  will  continue  to  strike  if  we  can  feed  them,  until 
thoy  can  assure  themselves  of  a  living  wage.  The  only  way  they  have  been 
able  to  strike,  and  the  only  thing  they  have  to  thank  for  their  ability  to 
ttrike,  is  the  support  of  organized  labor  of  this  great  country  and  their  own 
loyalty  to  their  organization. 

It  takes  $300  a  day  to  feed  these  people  in  Muscatine,  and  keep  them 
warm.  Not  a  cent  of  cash  benefit  is  being  paid.  It  takes  $300  to  run  the 
commissarj  department  and  the  restaurant  where  the  young  people  are 
being  fed.  Three  weeks  ago  when  they  heard  of  this  great  convention 
I  hey  said,  **Miss  Finnigau,  wo  want  you  to  go  to  the  mine  workers  in 
their  convention  and  ask  them  to  go  a  little  farther  in  their  help,  and  we 
want  you  to  thank  them  for  the  contribution  they  sent  us  recently."  You 
will  realize  the  necessity  of  helping  these  people  in  their  great  struggle. 
They  have  been  oppressed.  The  weights  and  counts,  I  am  told,  are  something 
similar  to  the  system  the  miners  worked  under  before  they  had  an  organiza- 
tion. They  are  endeavoring,  in  a  way,  to  remedy  the  system  of  weights  and 
counts. 

There  are  2,100  men  and  900  women  involved  in  that  strike.  The  women 
in  that  industry  have  never  been  allowed  to  see  their  product  weighed.  They 
would  have  so  many  buckets  of  buttons  a  day  that  would  be  taken  oflf  and 
weighed.  Then  the  weigh  boss  would  come  back  and  say  they  weighed  so 
much.  They  were  paid  for  the  big  blanks,  but  they  got  nothing  for 
the  little  blanks,  although  the  women  of  the  country  pay  for  those 
buttons.  The  children  carded  the  buttons  and  were  paid  one  cent  and  a  half 
for  148  buttons.  The  children  who  did  this  work  ranged  in  age  from  four 
years  to  fourteen  years.  We  have  organized  those  children  and  they  call 
themselves  the  Juvenile  Carders  and  Sewers  of  Muscatine.  Some  of  them 
only  earned  thirty  or  forty  cents  a  week.    One  day  a  little  gjrl  said  to  me, 
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would  like  to  join  the  union."  I  said,  **But  you  cannot;  it  is  only  for 
^^i^i-ups.  She  said,  **But  I  sew  buttons  and  only  get  a  cent  and  a 
^.    I  know  if  I  join  the  union  I  can  get  more  money." 

That  g%ye  me  an  inspiration,  and  1  organized  those  children.    They  have 

ained  loyal  to  the  cause  of  their  fathers  and  mothers  all  these  weeks. 

*^^^  women  of  Muscatine  who  are  interested  in  organizations  have  banded 

^^^'^nselves  into  a  Ladies^  Club,  and  are  assisting  to  find  ways  and  means 

^     burnish  shoes  and  clothing  for  those  children  and  for  the  other  children  of 

*^^>    strikers  in  Muscatine.    So  I  ask  you  today,  in  the  name  of  humanity  and 


^o 


^    the  betterment  of  organized  labor,  to  do  the  best  you   can  for  those 

^"*"»^liers  in  the  little  town  of  Muscatine.   This  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  had 

**^e   honor  of  addresing  a  convention  that  was  composed  entirely  of  men, 

^^^t  I  have  never  addressed  a  body  of  this  size  before,  and  I  will  always 

carry  with  me  a  m*^mory  of  this  occasion. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — I  move  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  appeal  of  the  button  workers  and  report  back  to 
this  convention.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Smith  (W.  J.),  District  o. — I  move  as  an  amendment  that 
this  convention  donate  $1,000  to  the  striking  button  workers.  (Sec- 
onded.) 

President  White — I  think  that  can  be  best  dealt  with  by  a  committee. 
The  committee  will  report  back  to  the  convention  and  the  delegates  will 
have  the  privilege  of  adopting  or  amending  their  report. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — I  was  in  Muscatine  three  weeks  ago  last 
Sunday.  The  button  workers  there  are  up  against  as  strong  odds,  I  think, 
as  a  labor  union  ever  battled  against  in  the  history  of  this  movement.  The 
sight  of  those  men,  women,  boys  and  girls  and  little  children  fighting  for 
their  organization  on  the  snow  and  ice,  this  bitterly  cold  weather,  against 
the  opposition  of  those  employers  is  enough  to  stir  the  heart  of  any  man 
who  has  a  spark  of  feeling  in  him.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  doubt  but  that 
the  button  workers  would  have  won  their  strike  long  ago  had  it  not  been 
for  the  fact  that  the  employers  in  this  struggle  have  been  able  to  use  the 
machinery  of  the  city  government  of  Muscatine  and  the  machinery  of  the 
county  government.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  doubt  but  that  if  that  in 
tiTience  had  either  rtnmincd  neutral  or  had  been  favorable  to  the  button 
\vf  rkers,  they  would  have  won  their  strike  lon^  a^o. 

I  want  to  p'oint  out,  if  T  can,  the  one  feature  in  this  particular  proposi 
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tion  that  appears  co  be  mere  thoroughly  aud  fully  recognized  by  the  em- 
ployers than  any  other  feature  in  eoncection  with  the  struggle,  and  it  is  one 
that  I  think  should  be  brought  home  to  our  own  organization  everywhere. 
That  is  the  reason  I  want  to  iK>int  it  out.  The  button  workers  now  recog- 
nize how  much  good  thoy  could  have  done  themselves  on  last  election  day 
had  they  only  had  the  thing  m  mind  and  understood  it  properly.  As  it  was 
they  elected  three  city  couucilmen  from  their  own  ranks,  and  those  three 
toiincilmen  have  been  doing  everything  within  their  power  to  help  the 
button  workers;  but  the  thing  that  is  standing  out  boldly,  so  that  every  one 
ran  recognize  it  there,  is  the  fact  that  the  button  workers  now  realize  the 
ntcessity  of  using  their  votes  on  election  day  to  build  up  their  organization 
jll^t  as  keenly  as  they  do  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  their  membership'  and 
;»t tending  their  m^^etmirs.  And  if  they  are  able  to  stay  in  Muscatine  until 
ni.'xt  election  day  they  will  elect  a  mayor,  an  entire  city  council  and  a  com- 
pie«^e  set  of  rounty  ofKciuls  who  will  be  favorable  to  organized  labor. 

The  en:ployors  of  the  button  workers  know  if  this  is  ever  done  they 
will  have  lo  re«Oirni/e  their  union  and  give  those  men  and  women  decent 
cofiditions  under  which  to  work.  Every  employer  in  the  country  recognizes 
the  same  thiu^.  and  every  cnii»loyer  there  and  every  lackey  and  tool  of 
tlieirs  in  that  conrty  and  city  who  are  hoMing  political  position,  or  who 
a^[»irc<  Xn  political  position,  recognize  it.  and  the  whole  bunch  has  come 
roirether,  Kepiiblican  and  I>enn»cratic  machines  and  the  financial  interests 
they  represent,  every  one.  from  the  man  1  ehind  the  scenes  to  the  tool  he  has 
in  a  local  or  county  office,  and  they  are  determined,  as  a  matter  of  self- 
preservation,  to  not  only  exterminate  the  Button  Workers*  Union,  but  to 
.Irivc  those  m«'n.  women  and  children  out  of  that  city  and  county. 

Thi^i  tight  is  one  of  the  most  important  ever  fought  in  that  part  of  the 
rountrv.  and  it  ineans  more  tl'.an  the  winning  of  any  similar  fight  that  has 
been  fought  then».  If  my  intiuence  could  determine  the  question,  in  so  far 
as  we  have  finances  or  any  other  intiuence  we  can  use  to  assist  the  bntton 
workers  win  that  struggle,  it  would  be  j»iven  to  them  gladly,  we  wonld  take 
a  personal  interest  in  them  and  see  if  it  is  possible  at  all  that  they  win. 

Delegate  Hendell.  District  Xo.  r>— I  favor  the  motion  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee Kyf  five.  That  committee  can  «lraw  up  a  resolution  condemning  the 
child  labor  system  that  is  the  .nrse  nf  organized  labor  and  the  ruination  of 
the  rising  ;;enerj»tion.    T  wonM  ta\oi  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  five. 

Delegate  Let^.  Dihtri.-t  12-1  move  that  the  amendment  be  tabled. 
(Seconded   and   carried.) 
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The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  carried. 
President  White  appoinled   us  a  committee  to  consider  the  appeal  of 
the  Muscatine  Button   Workers'  Union,  Delegate   Walker   (J.  H.),  District 
.\o.  12;  Secretary  Perry;  Delegate  Savage,  District  No.  6;  Delegate  Cam- 
eron, District  No.  13,  and  Delegate  Richards,  District  No.  7. 

Upon  being  informe<l  that  Delegate  Savage,  Secretary  of  District  6, 
had  not  yet  reached  the  convention,  the  President  appointed  to  serve  in 
his  place  Delegate  Hall  (L.),  of  District  6. 

President  White  stated  that  requests  had  been  made  by  the  Little 
Sisters  of  the  Poor,  the  Salvation  Army  aii<l  the  Volunteers  of  America 
for  permission  to  take  up  collections  in  the  convention.  He  stated  further 
that  appeals  had  been  received  from  Sylvester  Hayden,  of  District  12, 
and  from  Mr.  Haskins  of  District  11,  who  had  been  in  an  Indianapolis  hos- 
pital. 

Delegate  Kennamer — I  object  to  the  system  that  has  been  carried  on 
in  this  convention  for  a  number  of  years.  There  are  few  delegates  here  who 
have  not  these  various  institutions  in  their  own  home  cities.  We  did  not 
bring  money  here  to  contribute  to  these  institutions  when  we  can  do  these 
things  at  home.    I  object  on  tho««e  groun<1s. 

Delegate  Murray  (J.).  District  No.  12 — I  move  you  that  Mr.  Hayden, 
of  District  No.  12,  and  the  Indiana  man  be  allowed  to  take  up  a  collection 
in  this  convention.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Smith,  District  No.  0 — I  move  a*s  an  amendment  that  we 
allow  these  representative's  of  charitable  organizations  to  take  up  collec- 
tions in  this  convention.      (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Young  (D.) — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  tabled.  (Sec- 
onded and  carried.) 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  5 — I  desire  to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the 
niotion  that  the  requests  of  the  two  men  from  Illinois  and  Indiana  be 
^''ferred  to  the   districts  from  which  they  come.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  N.),  District  No.  11 — I  am  from  Indiana  and  know 
^nis  man  who  makes  an  appeal  from  our  state.  His  name  is  Haskins.  He 
^as  accidentally  shot  and  his  sight  is  partially  destroyed.  He  has  been 
''listed  by  his  district  and  by  the  local  of  his  town  for  the  last  three  years. 
*^«  wants  to  take  up  a  collection  to  assist  him  to  get  to  his  home,  and  if 
^nere  is  anything  over  he  wishes  to  appfly  it  to  help  pay  for  an  operation  on 
his  eyes.    The  operation  will  cost  $50. 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  No.  5 — If  this  collection  is  taken  it  will  be 
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«'stablishiDg  a  very  bad  precedent,  and  in  future  conventions  we  will  have 
a  ^reat  number  of  these  applications.  I  do  not  question  the  statement  of 
the  brother  that  these  men  are  deserving  of  some  support.  I  think  if  appli- 
cation is  made  to  the  districts  from  which  they  come  their  cases  will  be 
jjiven  proper  consideration.  If  that  is  not  done  they  can  appeal  to  the 
fnternational  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Thurman,  District  6 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid 
on  the  table.     (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Feehan  was  carried. 
Secretary  Perry — Wc   have  other  appeals   of  a  similar  character,   and 
I  presume  the  same  rule  will  apply  to  thom. 

President  White — AVe  take  it  for  granted  the  convention  does  not 
denire  to  extend  the  privilege  to  any  one  to  canvass  the  membership  of 
this  body.  If  application  is  made  to  us,  unless  otherwise  directed,  that 
will  be  our  position. 

Delegate  Ballantyne,  District  No.  13 — I  move  that  we  allow  the  Sal- 
vation Army,  the  Volunteers  of  America  and  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor 
to  take  up  a  collection  in  this  convention.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Murray  (J.),  District  Xo.  12 — I  don't  see  how  we  can  stand 
by  and  refuse  to  help  brother  miners  who  are  not  able  to  come  out  of  the 
lior^pitai,  and  then  turn  around  and  allow  people  we  don't  know  anything 
;il)(Mit  to  (-anvass  the  convention. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  li.) — I  understand  the  motion  now  is  to  permit  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Salvation  Army  to  take  up  a  collection. 

l*residrnt  White — The  motion  is  to  allow  the  Salvation  Army,  the  Vol- 
unteers of  America  and  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  to  canvass  the  con- 
vention. 

Delegate  Lewis — T  don't  sec  bow  this  convention  can  adopt  such  a  mo- 
tion, after  having  referred  to  the  Indiana  and  the  Illinois  delegations  the 
question  of  giving  aid  to  brothers  who  have  lost  their  sight.  I  understand 
in  the  case  of  oie  of  those  brothers,  that  if  he  is  able  to  raise  a  sufficient 
am(»unt  of  money  to  have  a  surgical  operation  performed  on  his  eyes  there 
is  hope  that  his  sight  will  be  restored.  While  I  believe  in  contributing  to 
every  charitable  institution  and  every  charitable  kind  of  work,  T  believe 
that  charity  begins  at  home.  For  that  reason  I  am  not  in  favor  of  permit- 
ting the  taking  up  of  collections  of  any  character  in  this  convention,  inas- 
much as  we  have  deprived  our  own  brothers  of  that  opportunity. 
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Delegate  Koosa,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  motion  be  laid  upon  tbe 
^^^^^^  ^e.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Secretary  Perry  announced  that  two  photographers,  Mr.  Bretzman 
*^^^  Mr.  Losey,  desired  the  privilege  of  making  a  group  photograph  of 
^^^     convention. 

Delegate    Fishwick,    District    12 — I    move    that    Mr.    Bretzman    be    al- 
^"^v-ed  the  privilege  of  making  a  photograph  of  the  delegation.     (Seconded.) 

An  amendment  was  offered  to  the  motion  providing  that  both  Mr. 
^OHey  and  Mr.  Bretzman  be  allowed  to  take  group  photographs  of  the  con- 
^'*^ntion.    The  amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

PresideTit  White  announced  that  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was 
roudy  to  report. 

Secretary  Perry  announced  that  all  the  resolutions  presented  prior 
to  the  convention  had  been  printed  in  a  yjamphlet,  copies  of  which  would 
be  distribute  to  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Short,  District  No.  10 — I  desire  to  ask  permission  of  the  con- 
vention to  have  the  committee  accept  a  resolution. 

President  White — The  chair  understands  that  resolutions  cannot  be 
introduced  at  this  time.  The  constitution  fixes  the  time  when  resolu 
lions  can  be  introduced.  Unless  the  convention  decides  otherwise  that 
will  be  the  ruling  of  the  chair.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  resolution? 

Objection  was  oflfered  to  tho  introduction  of  the  resolution. 

President  White — The  constitution  this  year  made  it  mandatory  thai 
all  resolutions  be  submitted  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — There  is  no  question  about  the, 
advisability  and  the  good  .sense  of  the  constitution  covering  that  question; 
but  a  majority  of  the  local  unions — I  don  H  say  it  is  altogether  to  their 
credit — did  not  understand  that  phase  of  our  law,  and  on  that  account  a 
considerable  number  of  our  delegates  have  brought  resolutions  with  them 
that  were  adopted  by  their  local  unions,  and  they  were  instructed  to  pre- 
sent them.  As  this  is  the  first  time  the  law  has  been  in  operation,  and  as  1 
believe  in  coming  years  it  will  be  better  understood  by  the  membership 
and  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  suspending  it  during  the  sessions,  it  would 
be  only  fair  to  those  delegates  who  have  resolutions  to  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity at  least  at  this  one  convention  to  present  them.  I  move  that  the 
rule  be  suspended  and  the  delegates  allowed  to  present  resolutions  up  to  tlw* 
time  of  adjournment  on   Wednesday.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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KEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON   RESOLUTIONS. 

.    Delegate   Lackey.   District    11,   Secretary   of   the   Committee,   reported 
as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  1. 

West  Frankfort,  111.,  December  6,  1911.  • 
To  the  0£5cers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  National  Convention  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912: 
Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  L.  U.  No.  959,  believe  that  the  Interna- 
tional assessment  was  imposed  on  us  too  long,  which  worked  a  hardship  on 
us;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  pay  back  to  the  locals  that  have  paid  the 
assessment  the  last  two  months,  such  sum  as  each  local  has  sent  in,  so  they 
will  be  in  better  shape  to  go  through  the  convention. 
(Signed)     ED.  RICH,  President  L.  U.  No.  959. 

J.  E.  HICKS,  Recording  Secretary  L.  U.  No.  959. 
C.  E.  STALIOUS,  Treasurer  L.  U.  No.  959. 
ELMER  THOMPSON,  Financial  Secretary  L.  U.  No.  959. 
Tlie  committee  reconmicnded  non-concurrence  in  the  resolution. 
On  motion  the  reeommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  19. 

Jasonville,  Ind.,  December  27,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Much  time  has  bcon  consumed  with  officers  and  delegates  in  airing  their 
personal  grievances,  which  is  of  no  interest  or  benefit  to  the  membership  at 
largo;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  convention  should  do  their  work  in  as 
speedy  and  peaceable  a  manner  as  possible;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  the  officers  and  members  at  the  twenty- 
third  annual  convention  to  see  that  the  practice  is  discontinued. 

(Signed)     CHAS.    GRAFTON. 
O.   N.  CHAMELL. 

Committee. 
S^'crctary   Lackey — This  resolution    is  I'overed  by  the  constitution  and  by 
the  rules  and  ordor  of  Imsiness.     The  cnnnuittee,  therefore,  noii-concurs  in  the 
resolution. 

On  motion  the  re<ommendrtion  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  48. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  December  23,  1911. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  consider  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  community  at  large; 
f  herefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  favoring  government  twaer- 
ship  of  all  industries. 

The  committee  recommended  couenrrence  in  Resolution  No.  43. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Gay,  District  No.  13 — A  number  of  resolutions  were  sent  by 
that  local  union.  They  were  signed  by  the  officers,  but  some  of  them  had 
to  be  sent  to  different  committees.  That  is  the  reason  no  signatures  appear 
to  this  resolution.    You  will  find  the  others  arc  signed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  rei)ort  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  121. 

Shelburn,  Ind.,  January  5,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

'yVherea.s,  Competition  in  the  mining  industry  is  international;  and, 

Whereas,  In  order  to  successfully  meet  internationalism  in  ownership 
nrid  competitive  relations,  it  is  necessary  for  the  workers  of  the  world  to 
reach  a  better  understanding  and  to  profit  by  the  varied  experiences  of 
vrorkers  of  various  countries  in  the  contest  to  maintain  wages  and  condi- 
tions; therefore,  it  be 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  renew  our  rela- 
tions with  the  International  Mining  Congress  and  that  we  elect  two  dele- 
gates at  this  convention  to  represent  us  in  the  next  International  Congress, 
and  that  the  wages  and  necessary  expenses  of  these  delegates  be  paid  by 
the  International  organization  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

EDGAR  WALLACE, 
Delegate  Local  Union   1044,  Shelburn,  Ind. 

The  committee  recommended  erincurreiice  i»»  the  resolution. 

On  motion  the  reeonimendati«»n  of  the  conmiittee  was  eonenrretl  in. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  144. 

Whereas,  The  last  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  held  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  passed  some  very  important  legislation;  and, 

Whereas,  The  great  majority  of  the  members  through  this  part  of  the  field, 
and  we  believe  a  large  majority  of  the  thinking  miners  everywhere,  heartily 
indorse  the  action  of  the  officers  and  delegates  at  the  last  annual  convention 
who  fought  hard  for  the  passage  of  Section  15  of  Article  VII;  and. 

Whereas,  According  to  newspaper  reports,  Brother  John  Mitchell  is  coming 
to  tliis  convention  and  try  to  reinstate  himself  in  the  National  Civic  Federation 
(at  a  salary  of  $6,000  a  year)  by  having  this  convention  change  the  law;  and, 

Whereas,  Wc  think  this  one  of  the  best  laws  in  our  National  constitution 
and  one  that  cost  several  thousand  dollars,  and  to  change  it  would  cost  several 
thousand  more;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  any  debate  entered  into  by  Mr.  Mitchell  in  the  way  of  try- 
ing to  change  this  law,  or  any  one  else  that  tries  to  change  this  law,  be  ordered 
to  take  his  seat  by  the  chairman  of  the  convention,  and  upon  refusing  to  do  so 
he  be  ejected  from  the  hall. 

JAKE  HUTCHINSON,  President. 

BERT   FRANKLIN,   Recording  Secretary. 

Local  Union  1111,  Jackson  Hill,  Ind. 

Secretary  Lackey — Tliis  resolution  is  covered  by  Iwth  the  rules  of  order  and 
the  constitution.     The   committee  non-concurs. 

On  motion  the  rocouimendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  24. 

Mystic,  Iowa,  November  23,  1911. 
To   the   Officers   and    Delegates   of   the   Twenty-third   National   Convention, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Whereas,  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  its  last  annual  conven- 
tion failed  to  adopt  the  referendum  method  of  electing  its  officers,  showing 
by  its  action  that  the  same  old  political  crowd  still  has  control  and  does  not 
intend  to  allow  any  legislation  that  would  in  any  way  jeopardize  the  soft 
berth  they  have  been  enjoying  for  so  many  years,  realizing  after  carefully 
considering  the  matter  that  it  is  utterly  useless  to  spend  time  and  money 
supporting  an  organization  that  recognizes  the  identity  of  interest  between 
master  and  slave;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That'the  twenty-third  annual  convention  take  such  action  as 
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^^^^^  ^ssary  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  from  the  American 
^^*=^  nation  of  Labor;  be  it  further 
^^^- ^solved,  That  our  delegates  work  for  aud  support  any  measure  that 
■-  *'^ng  about  the  intention  of  the  above  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  U.  No.  634  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
^^lae  comuiittee  offered  the  following  substitute  for  Resolution  No.  24: 
*^our  committee  recommends  that,  inasmuch  as  unity  of  action  on  both  the 
v*^  Mat: rial  and  political  field  is  necessary  in  the  work  of  emancipation  of  the 
^^'^^fe   'Korkers,  and  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  will  not  become  stronger 
iiiivl  Vketter  by  part  of  the  workers  leaving  it,  but  can  be  made  into  any  kind  of 
n\uvement  the  workers  wlant  to  make  it,  we  therefore  cannot  concur  in  the  idea 
of  seceding  from  either  the  American  Federation  X)f  Labor  or  any  other  part  of 
the  labor  movement,  and  therefore  non-concur  in  the  entire  resolution,  except 
that  we   recommend   that    the    delegates   to    the    next    convention    of   the 
American   Federation    of   Labor  be    instructed   to   work   for   the   inaugura- 
tion of  the   referendum    method    of   election    of   officers. 

Delegate  Germer — I  arise  to  amend  the  substitute  by  inserting  after 
the  words  **be  instructed  to  work,''  the  words  **and  vote."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  commit- 
t**e  if  the  substitute  carries  with  it  instfuctions  to  talk  one  way^  and  vote 
the  other,  which  was  done  in  the  last  convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
",  \i>n  of  Labor  in  Atlanta? 

President  White — I  am  not  answering  for  the  committee,  but  if  that 
is   neglected  in  this  report  the  matter  is  pending. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  was  carried. 
Delegate  Hefferly,  District  No.  12 — I  desire  to  ask  a  question.     I  want 
to  ask  it  of  the  chairman.    If  this  motion  is  adopted  will  it  kill  Resolution 
So.  107,  which  deals  with  the  same  subject? 

President  White — You  will  have  to  get  that  information  from  the  com- 
mittee; they  dealt  with  these  resolutions. 

Delegate  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — This  substitute  is  sup- 
posed to  cover  all  resolutions  bearing  on  the  same  question. 
Delegate  Hefferly — Then  I  want  to  oppose  the  substitute. 
President  White — Let  the  chair  make  a  suggestion.     If  this  resolution 
i^   offered  in  lieu  of  others,  it  is  but  fair  to  the  delegates  who  f>'resented 
1  bese  other  resolutions  that  they  be  read  before  action  is  taken  on  this  one. 
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Delegate  Hofferly — 1  would  like  to  have  the  committee  read  Resolution 
No.  107. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  22 — 1  move  that  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions read  these  resolutions,  commencing  at  1  and  continuing  to  the  end, 
without  going  from  one  to  another. 

President  White — I  do  not  think  that  would  be  in  order  at  this  time, 
because  the  committee  has  prepared  its  report  and  many  of  the  resolutions 
between  tiiese  numbers  hjive  been  referred  to  other  committees.  The  com- 
mittee informs  me  now  that  they  have  not  substituted  any  other  resolution 
for  the  one  mentioned  by  Delegate  Hefferly. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  that  we  do  not  act  on 
any  of  the  resolutiors  until  wo  hear  from  the  committee  on  all  the  resolu- 
tions on  this  subject. 

President  White — You  will  get  a  report  from  the  committee  as  they 
reported  on  them.  The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  your  motion  is  not  in 
order. 

The  substitute  of  the  committee  was  adopted  as  amended  by  Delegate 
Germer. 

Delegate  Stephenson,  Loeal  No.  (534 — Will  1  be  able  to  get  a  copy  of 
\hr  substitute  offered  by  the  committee f 

President  White — It  will  be  in  the  minutes  of  today's  proceedings. 
Those  minutes  will  be  distributed  tomorrow  morning. 

Delegate  J.ackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — I  will  read  the  resolu- 
tion referred  to  by  Delegate  Hefferly,  which  is  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  107. 

Wiiercas,  The  recent  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  held 
at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  rejected  resolutions  condemnatory  of  the  National  Civic  Feder- 
ation and  requesting  the  officials  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  sever 
their  connection  with  that  institution;  resolutions  introduced,  as  per  instrue- 
tion  from  the  Columbus  convention,  by  Duncan  McDonald,  T.  L.  Lewis  and  E. 
S.  McCullough,  delegates  from  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America;  and, 

Whereas.  Such  action  on  the  part  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
demonstrates  that  the  recognized  labor  movement  of  this  country,  through  the 
leadership  of  Gompers,  Mitchell,  James  Duncan,  D.  M.  Hayes,  et  aL,  of  the 
Executive  Council,  is  firmly  in  the  grasp  of  such  apostles  of  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion and  bitter  exploiters  and  foes  of  labor  as  .Tudge  Gary,  of  the  Steel  Trust; 
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Carnegie,  of  the  Honipstead  faiii'.- ;  August  Belmont,  the  * '  friend '  *  of  the  inter- 
urban  railway  workers  of  New  York;  D.  M.  Francis  and  otiiers,  who  on  many 
occasions  proved  their  undying  devotion  to  labor  by  destroying  every  vestige  of 
unionism  wherever  possible;  and, 

Whereas,  The  craft  union  policy  and  principles  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  together  with  its  affiliation  with  the  capitalist  class  through  the 
medium  of  this  sleep-producing  agency,  the  National  Civic  Federation,  can 
neither  ameliorate  the  conditions  of  the  working  class  nor  attain  the  goal  of  the 
labor  movement,  to-\\it,  **the  emancipation  of  the  working  class  from  economic 
servitude' ';  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
That  we,  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  cease  to  affiliate  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  and,  bo  it  further 

Resolved,  The  President  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  is  hereby  authorized  and 
instructed  to  call  a  convention  of  labor  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  on  the 
1st  day  of  April,  1912,  extending  invitations  to  all  organizations  now  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  all  others  in  existence  in  this  coun- 
rry  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  ** industrial  organization  of  labor'*  having 
for  its  object  **the  emancipation  of  the  wage  workers  from  the  yoke  of  indus- 
irial  slavery/'  FRANK  HEFFERLY, 

Delegate  L.  U.  No.  848,  V.  M.  W.  of  A. 

The  committee  recommended  non-foncnrronfo  in  the  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee bo  concurred  in. 

DeI<»galo  Hefferly,  Distrift  12 — I  want  to  say  to  this  convention,  as 
the  introducer  of  this  resolution,  that  my  motive  in  bringing  this  before 
the  oonvontion  was  not  jjrompted  by  any  animosity  against  any  one,  but 
as  a  matter  of  principle.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  at  the  last  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  held  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  United 
Mine  Workers'  delegates  had  instructions  to  present  resolutions  condemning 
the  National  Civic  Federation.  Such  a  resolution  was  overwhelmingly  de- 
feated, through  the  influence  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council. 

The  Civic  Federation  is  financed  by  bitter  foes  of  labor.  An  institu- 
tion of  that  kind  cannot  serve  labor,  yet  the  Executive  Count-il  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  seen  fit  to  uphold  the  Civic  Federation 
and  give  Carnegie,  of  Homestead  fame,  a  clean  bill  of  health,  and  tried 
to  make  him  and  others  appear  as  friends  of  labor,  which  they  are  not  and 
have  never   been.     An   organization   controlled  by  such   an  influence   does 

M.  Pf«.-7. 
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not  represent  labor  and  never  can.  Moreover,  you  will  all  notice  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  as  it  is  roust ituted  today  is  orfjanized  on  the  craft 
union  policy  and  principle. 

There  has  been  a  strike  recently  on  the  Illinois  Central  Bailroad;  in 
fact,  it  is  in  progress  now.  Men  are  trying  to  better  their  conditions,  and 
yet  we  find  other  men  belonging  to  organized  labor  and  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  scabbing  on  them.  The  locomotive  Firemen 
and  Conductors  are  doing  the  same  thing.  If  wo  had  an  industrial  form 
of  labor  such  a  thing  could  not  happen  and  the  strikers  on  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral would  have  been  victorious  before  this  time.  We  could  have  applied 
the  same  thing  to  the  Alabama  strike,  to  the  strike  in  the  Irwin  field  and 
to  strikes  in  other  places.  If  we  had  an  industrial  organization  the  firemen 
and  engineers  would  not  have  hauled  scab  coal  out  of  those  districts. 

The  United  Mine  Workers  is  the  largest  organization  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  it  is  time  for  us  to  get  such  an  organi- 
zation in  existence.  I  propose  that  wo  sever  our  connection  with  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Laljor.  If  that  niovomont  were  inaugurated  in  this  con- 
vention DO  doubt  all  the  advanced  organizations  would  do  the  same  thing. 
Lot  Oompors  and  all  those  who  are,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  serving 
the  interests  of  the  employers  bo  in  t)ie  employ  of  the  Civic  Federation. 
My  motiou  provides  that  we  sever  our  connection  with  that  organization 
rmd  that  the  President  of  this  convention  be  instructed  to  call  a  convention 
to  form  an  industrial  organization.  The  workers  of  this  country  today  are 
(iamoring  for  an  industrial  organization,  and  it  is  my  honest  opinion  that 
loaders  in  control  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are  the  only  ones 
who  stand  in  the  way  of  iiaving  such  an  organization. 

Delegato  Fitzpatrick,  Local  1016 — T  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  the 
rear  end  of  the  liall  thnt  it  is  about  time  the  Fnited  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica should  rise  in  revolt  on  account  of  the  way  we  are  mesmerized  and 
chloroformod  and  almost  hypnotized  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Why  don't  thoy  ha\o  an  election  by  the  referendum  in  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor?  Then  thoy  would  show  a  grand  example  as  leaders.  Then 
they  would  not  be  tools  of  those  parties  that  have  been  mentioned.  I  think, 
Brother  Mine  Workers,  the  time  has  arrived  when  wo  should  separate  from 
them  and  form  a  better  orgnnizntion. 

Delegate  Reed,  District  5 — Tf  the  craft  idea  is  cut  out  between  now 
and  the  first  of  April  and  we  have  an  industrial  union  in  force  and  we  have 
$1,000,000  in  our  treasury  it  will  be  worth  more  than  $10,000,000  at  any 
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.   ^^**    time.     I  think  the  best  way  and  the  only  way  to  organize  is  indus- 

^^^^.    I  have  no  prejudice  against  any  of  the  officials  of  the  American 

^«  oration  of  Labor,  not  at  all,  but  the  rank  and  file  are  going  too  fast 

^    c>ur  leaders.     They  must  help  us  along  or  we  will  push  them  out  of  the 

^^^U,     That  is  the  only  thing  left  for  the  rank  and  file.     We  have  fights 

^^  Our  district  all  throughout  our  ranks.     That  is  because  our  leaders  hold 

^*^ck  instead  of  helping  us  along.     I  suggest  that  we  form  around  the  United 

^iue  Workers   of   America   one   of   the   greatest   industrial   unions  in  the 

world. 

Delegate  Weiden,  District  12 — While  I  would  like  to  see  the  ultima- 
Ihule  of  our  desires  reached,  Mr.  President,  and  I  would  like  to  see  all 
workers  receiving  just  compensation  for  their  labor;  yet  I  have  to  study 
present  conditions  when  I  go  to  work  and  talk  of  any  action  on  my  part 
or  on  the  part  of  this  organization  such  as  has  been  suggested  here.  At 
the  present  time  we  have  about  three  million  organized  men  in  the  United 
States.  About  one-half  of  them  belong  to  labor  organizations  because  they  ' 
are  obliged  to.  There  are  over  thirty  million  wage  workers  in  this  country. 
There  are  about  eleven  million  agricultural  laborers  not  organized.  We 
i^'ill  certainly  .have  to  get  their  support  and  the  support  of  the  general 
public  at  large  when  wo  wish  to  accomplish  anything  in  the  line  of  business, 
and  this  is  a  business  organization,  nothing  else.-  It  is  founded  strictly  on 
business  ideas  and  is  designed  to  conduct  business  for  the  miners.  It  is 
founded  for  the  purpose  of  getting  as  much  for  our  labor  as  we  can.  I  be- 
lieve in  always  having  a  spy  in  the  enemy's  camp;  I  always  believe  in 
trying  to  find  out  what  the  other  fellow  is  going  to  do.  I  ])elieve  this 
organization  should  have  the  International  President  as  an  official  or  a 
member  of  the  National  Civic  Federation,  in  order  to  learn  what  they  wish 
to  do  against  ns.     I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

DelegJite  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — As  far  as  the  clause 
pertaining  to  an  industrial  organization  is  concerned,  we  have'  a  resolution 
bearing  on  that  subject. 

Delegate  Downie,  District  12 — Tlie  spirit  of  this  resolution  is  in  line 
with  present  progress.  We  heard  the  fraternal  delegates  of  the  Western 
Federation  of  Miners  when  they  came  here  and  offered  fraternal  greetings, 
the  spirit  of  which  meant  that  they*  were  proud  of  us  as  workers  of  the 
'sv'orld.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  there  is  a  school  of  thought  in  trades 
unionism  that  believes  there  is  an  identity  of  intorost  between  labor  and 
capital.     I  believe  the  other  school  of  thought  in  trades  unionism  has  cut 
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thai  out  of  thoir  coiiHtituiiori  and  lavvH.  Tbo  fundamental  principle  nxK>n 
which  labor  iinioiiH  an;  fouudcd  ih  aiitu^oniHtic  to  that  school  of  thought 
that  bolioviYH  in  the  identity  of  interoHt  between  capital  and  labor. 

I  am  not  an  old  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  but 
1  belon((ed  at  one  time  to  a  ^reat  orf^anization  that  was  called  the  Miners' 
Kederation  of  (Jr^at  Mritain,  an  orjjanization,  T  think,  that  will  compare 
favorably  with  any  orj^anization  as  far  as  trades  unionism  is  concerned. 
That  orKauizatloii  has  alroaily  adopted  the  attitude  of  antagonism  towards 
rapital,  and  if  wr  want  to  bo  the  projjrossive  body  I  know  we  hope  to  be, 
we  Hhonid  at  least  adopt  some  method  of  this  kind  to  show  the  reactionary 
tradoH  uaioniNts  of  this  country  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
is  runjpoMeil  of  an  intellijjent  body  of  workers.  The  fact  thalT  the  American 
Tetb^ratinii  oi  Labor  convention  turned  down  our  Columbus  resolution,  in 
m\-  opinion  was  a  violation  of  the  principle  of  trades  unionism.  It  was 
uMetl  by  the  capitalist  pre>«s  all  over  the  country  to  show  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  believed  in  the  aftiuity  of  capital  and  labor. 

1  believe  this  convention  should  do  something  to  make  a  recurrence 
of  this  impossible.  The  question  is  here.  If  we  are  hoping  to  make  any 
pro^jrcsH  in  this  country  it  will  have  to  be  along  the  line  of  cla«s  conscious- 
ucMS.  Ah  trades  unionists  all  we  have  to  offer  is  our  labor  for  wages.  Our 
N\a^cs  lor  labor  belong  to  us.  We  are  to  sell  that  labor,  and  no  employe 
»»!'  capitalism  <honld  be  allowed  to  dictate  to  us  the  affinity  between  capital 
and  laber.  The  resolution  is  clean-cut.  If  1  could  see  any  way  of  amen«l- 
inx«  the  laws  oi'  ihc  American  Federation  of  l^bor  so  they  would  allow 
that  bodv  to  uu»\e  tuv»ard  I  would  be  in  favor  of  doing  it;  but  we  should 
*b»  Muuethiu^  to  make  them  understand  that  they  cannot  ally  us  with  the 
u'CM  who  \vi>h  t\»  Clash  us. 

lVle>;ate  Uelmer.  Pisrrivt  li*--  I  ri>o  :o  make  a  motion.  I  move  that 
vlet»alo  on  this  quoslion  ceu^r'.      ^Stveudod  but  not  carriinl.^ 

IVlciiato  Masoner,  Oi^rrivt  V*  Local  1»>6>  sent  'v  a  rosolution  in  re^ranl 
to  the  stuke  out  tl'or^»  that  has  Iv^n  o".  tVr  t>^eyty  or.'»  monthsw  If  yos 
will  allow  me  to  rea^l  tlu-  rvs^»^.in^nl  I  will  do  so.  It  will  explain  Bistters 
;o  you  pretiN    ihorvnighlv.     It   ts  KesK>lut'.oii  Nv\   l^.^. 

IVeAideut  White-  -Tho  cooiini'tee  says  they  have  acred  on  that  and 
haxe  a  reiH>u  to  make. 

iVl^gato  Masoaer-  It  k  oa  the  same  sub*eet  we  have  been  di^ieiLStSLBg^. 
Wo  have  beot'  strik'u^  :v  ovr  -••.-untrv  ror  tw-esTv-.^-j.^  aioaths^  attd  better 
iMiiv»u  well  vv»»i  b»\e  "le^er  sefti.     S.'sne  -.'C  ^hesn  nAve  sa^* rttit:e»i  their  ["XTe*; 
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^^*^  Kave  been  shed  on  the  battlefield  of  that  country.    I  have  seen  little 
t»^Hren  going  to  school   almost  naked   in  the   cold   weather.     They  have 
s^^J^ted — for  whatf    For  the  maintenance  of  their  organization.    We  feel 
tn^  organization  has  supported  the  strike  all  right;  but  we  feel  out  there 
^^  are  too  weak  to  stay  in  the  fight  by  ourselves.     We  have  asked  the  car- 
penters who  build  the  bull  pens  for  the  corporations  to  cease  work.     They 
bare  said,  **V^e  are  awfully  sorry  we  are  doing  this,  but  we  have  no  dis- 
agreements with  our  contractors.'*     The  same  is  true  of  the   various  or- 
ganizations of  railroad  men.     They  are  hauling  in  scabs  as  fast  as  we  can 
get  them  out.     The  United  Mine  Workers  are  sending  thousands  of  dollars 
out  there  and  we  are  using  it  to  get  the  scabs  out.     The  railroad  men  are 
hauling  other  scabs  in,  and  after  they  get  them  in  the  bull  pens  they  haul 
out  the  coal  that  is  mined  by  scabs.     I  think  it  is  time  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  should  stop  such  damnable  work  as  that. 

Capitalism  is  organized  so  thoroughly  that  they  even  come  out  and  tell 
us  that  Morgan  himself  is  in  control  of  over  eleven  billion  dollars.  And 
then  we  try  to  fight  those  corporations  by  ourselves!  It  is  absolutely  nec- 
essary that  we  should  organize,  gentlemen^  and  I  think  by  going  into  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  and  stating  these  facts  there 
we  can  sidetrack  these  labor  leaders  and  the  rank  and  file  will  take  hold 
and  organize  that  body  as  it  should  be  organized.  Let  us  organize  on  the 
industrial  field  and  we  will  make  progress. 

Delegate  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gen- 
tlemen  of  the  Convention:  When  a  party  takes  action  on  a  question  they 
ou^ht  to  at  least  be  able  to  attempt  to  give  a  reason  for  it.  Your  Commit- 
tee on  Besolutions  non-concurred  in  this  resolution  because  we  believe  we 
kno-w  enough  about  the  labor  movement  of  this  country  to  be  sure  that 
at  the  present  time,  while  we  boast  of  our  magnitude  as  an  industrial  or- 
ganization of  mine  workers — and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  we  have 
•itrength — we  would  be  wrong  in  attempting  to  tear  down  an  arrangement 
fluch  as  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  When  this  great  body  of  or- 
igan! zed  miners  so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  be  seceders  from  the  entire 
labor  movement  of  this  country,  then  I  want  to  say  to  you  with  all  candor 
that  yon  are  undertaking  something  that  is  possibly  more  serious  than 
bonte  are  ready  to  admit. 

If  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  wrong  and  we  are  such  a  great 
force,  such  a  wonderful  factor  in  the  labor  movement,  what  is  the  reason 
XV4*  cannot  put  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  right?     That  is  what  your 
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hiy  fr'wttttn^  if  ytni  tin-  to  H*\o\>t  tliis  renolutiou  that  has  been  presents 
thM  MAftufafJuri'm*  Ai^wn-iuium  of  this  country^  and  other  organitttio 
ihut  bttVff  \tii**ti  ffrfiHiii'Atui  to  oppose  the  American  labor  moTement  won 
rejoin*,  'I  hat  in  tlu*  vfry  thin^  tbinj;  they  want.  It  is  they  who  are  anta 
iini»\nn  ^''^  Attit*rU'tiu  Fetleration  of  i>abor.  It  is  they  that  are  preventii 
tin  Krowili.  It  IN  th(\v  thnt  art*  criuHin^  dissension  and  keeping  the  otli 
ii&lior  bo<li<-M  from  h  fit  lint  iii^  to  muki^  it  more  eft'ective  and  efficient,  and  t 
fh<i  Unlti'il  Mini*  VVorkiTH  to  withdraw — the  strongest  craft  organizati 
itfllllatiid  with  if  ntuiuiH  to  mo  is  taking  a  step  backwards.  The  resoluti 
ihnt  U  int**t*uU'i[  '\h  anti  union.  A  rcsohition  would  come  with  better  gra 
from  iitiloit  moti  if  it  had  provi«i(M)  that  the  convention  adopt  a  resoluti 
app0alinut  to  tho  hroMii»rhoodH  of  railroaders  all  to  join  the  American  Fedei 
lion  of  halior,  and  niaki*  it  the  hody  it  ought  to  be. 

My  friondN,  if  tho  policios  of  tlio  American  Federation  of  Labor  a 
not  right,  It  \r.  not  i\\v  fault  of  any  fow  individuals.  All  the  organizatfo 
hwvn  Uiidr  ntproHnntativoH  thrn*,  and  if  thoy  do  not  adopt  the  progress! 
polii*lf«N  lliiit  wt«  lifdioM-  thoy  nhouhl,  thon  lot  us  keep'  up  the  agitation,  ai 
lot  iiD  Mpi'oad  that  a^  it  a  ion  into  oth<>r  oraft  organizations  and  have  repi 
MitniittlvoM  Inntruotod  whon  thoy  go  to  the  next  convention  to  have  t 
|Millo|0H  tif  tho  Antorioan  Kodoration  of  Labor  changed. 

Wo  ai'o  tho   poopio   whi»  ooinposo  tho   American  Federation   of  Lab< 
Wo  oan   maKo  that    organir.utiou   what    wo  desire,  and   there  should  be 
aoluiii  toudinu:  l«*  doHtrov  tho  niovomont  booauso  the  policies  do  not  suit  i 
liooMUMo   tl    iM  o\\\    nioNoniout.      It    wor.hl   bo  just   as  reasonable  for  a  lar 
liudv   of  loonN  to  soootlo  from  this  or^jani/jition  l>ecause  they  were  not 
M>iiiputhy   with  tho   indioio^*  that    our   Intoruational  Union  adopted.     I  J 
oppoMt^d  to  »oooj*j*iou;   I  am  opp»»sod  to  dual  organisations.     Let  us  keep 
ooimtruotui^  iuntoad  of  do!(trt\viu]^>that  which  we  have. 

IVWiEMto  \Yalkor»  v'.  H.^,  Ui'fttnot  No.  1:^ — 1  rise  to  support  the  rep 
of  !ht»  oouuiiiUoo  to  uoii  oouour  in  this  rosolution.  1  l>elieve  that  this  mat 
^houU  i^*  M»nUsi  on  u>  luontH  aft  or  a  j;ouor:il  di$«Mission  of  it,  sufficient 
al  Iw^nt  15^1  tiU  I  ho  \nformat*ou  wo  oau  ^ot  out  of  ii  before  we  act,  1 
i^M^uiiixu  |H»\«i^  out  thju  Ihs»uno  of  Tho  Tofus»l  otf  the  American  Federat 
of  I^Umt  to  iu«iruot  Its  offi«s«rs  to  withdraw  fr\»m  the  tlivic  Federation 
owi^  \Ktf  I  ho  iMMio  jHMwi>  wh\  \\»  >ho«ia  >i*v,s?o  ftx^m  the  Americaa  Federat 
otf  l^aU^r  jind  pTw,f^t  to  !4Vo  ^;oi\s  -o  onraaiie  a  new  iadnst] 
v^viEMiualuui.  I  >haiki  to  w^.aKo  That  as  v*--Ar  sua  ^-mphatic  as  1  caa,  and 
(^r  a*  1  aw  ir-xu^-^-raiNK  tWr^  i<  vo  m»st  avioij  that  ha*  ever  Ward  a  w 
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uttered  by  me  favoring  the  Civic  Federation.  And  I  want,  if  I  can,  to 
con^iii^g  the  members  of  the  convention  here  of  the  fact  that  although  they 
^^^cted  me  as  fraternaJ  delegate  from  the  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
'*'*tion  of  Labor  to  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress,  that  fact  will  have 
^^  fcearing  absolutely  with  me  in  the  discussion  of  this  matter.  If  this 
Pori."Vention  decides  to  withdraw  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
^^ill  be  with  this  organization,  no  matter  what  course  it  may  pursue. 

The  purpose  in  introducing  tlic  resolution  is  fundamentally  to  establish 

^^     ^organization  of  the  workers  on  an  industrial  basis.     No  one  will  deny 

•^^^"^  before  such  an  organization  could  mean  anything  in  the  interests  of 

^°^      workers,  that  every  other  organization  that  is  now  affiliated  with  the 

*^^rican  Federation  of  Labor  would  have  to  become  a  member  of  that 

^''Clxistrial  union,  and  the   question  for  us  to  determine   is,  will   we  make 

•"^"^-^r  progress    by    seceding    and    establishing    a   dual    union,    and    while 

''*    "^lie  ptogross  of  inaugurating  that  movement,  will  we  lose  less  before  our 

'^^'^^strial  union  is  established  than  wc  would  by  being  patient  and  maintain- 

*"^      our  affiliation  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  using  our 

^^*^^€rs  to  change  the  course  of  that  organization  to  meet  our  views  and  to 

^^lly  establish  an  industrial  union  f    That,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  question 

^^      must  decide  here  in  this  convention.     T  want  to  say  to  you  that  I  be- 

^^'^"^  it  is  a  vfery  serious  proposition.     I  believe  if  we  decide  to  secede  it 

^*^^  carry  with  it  serious  and  grave  results  that  will  not  be  to  the  best  in- 

^^^^sts  of  our  organization. 

There  is  no  man  in  this  convention  but  desires  an  industrial  form  of 
^^^ion  of  that  character  that  will  enable  the  workers  to  stand  as  close  to- 
gether as  they  can  get,  and  at  all  times  exert  every  particle  of  their  in- 
^^ence,  both  economically  and  politically,  in  ttie  most  effective  way  to  get 
t^e  very  best  results  that  can  be  gotten  to  the  workers.    And  if  I  believed 
the  course  suggested  by  that  resolution  was  the  course  that  would  get  us 
tie  best  results,  there  is  not  any  man  in  this  convention  that  would  go 
farther  to  have  it  adopted  than  I.     But  in  all  of  these  questions  affecting 
the  labor  movement,  in  addition  to  the  abstract  proposition  of  figuring  out 
in  dollars  and  cejits  and  in  concrete  results,  there  is  one  big  element  you 
have  got  to  take  into  consideration  that  is  the  most  complicated  one  there 
is  in  the  world  today,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  human  being  himself. 
'The  only  way  we  can  get  the  other  workers  to  agree  to  an  industrial  form 
of  organization  is  by  convincing  them  by  argument  and  information  that  it 
irill  be  the  best  thing  for  them  to  do. 
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With  thft  tiveragc  man  tliut  I  have  bad  to  deal  with,  I  have  had  this 
experience,  that  if  I  throw  down  the  gauntlet,  {Ait  a  chip  on  my  shoulder 
and  declare  war  on  him,  that  that  was  the  worst  kind  of  a  way  that  I  could 
go  about  it  to  educate  him;  unless  T  was  in  a  position  to  lick  him  and 
drag  him  like  an  animal  or  uu  inanniiate  object  into  the  thing  I  wanted  him 
to  do.  We  are  dealing  with  human  beings  who  will  not  be  driven  in  that 
kind  of  a  way.  Vou  can  ap))oal  to  them  and  reason  with  them,  but  the  fact 
that  they  are  trades  uiiionsts  now.  in  face  of  all  the  opposition  they  have 
had  to  meet  in  order  to  be  trades  unionists  is  evidence  that  yon  are  not 
going  to  be  able  to  drive  them  and  get  the  best  results. 

Afi  a  result  of  the  continued  failure  of  strikes  on  the  part  of  a  portion 
of  the  men  in  one  industry  while  other  union  men  in  the  same  industry  were 
working  on  with  the  scabs,  the  workers  everywhere  in  the  country  are  be- 
ginning to  realize  the  necessity  of  industrial  unionism.  The  System  Federa- 
tion strike  that  is  going  on  in  our  country  today  is  driving  home  more 
forcibly  than  all  arguments  of  every  other  kind  you  could  use  into  the 
minds  of  the  railroad  workers  that  their  only  salvation  is  in  an  organisation 
by  the  industry-." 

In  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  conventions,  the  yearly  reenrring 
jurisdiction  <1isputes.  the  liglits  that  are  long  and  bitter  and  to  the  death 
m  those  conventions,  have  convinced  every  man  who  could  be  reached  by 
reason  that  craft  autonomy  in  the  organization  of  the  workers  is  a  failure, 
and  that  they  must  find  some  means  whereby  these  things  will  be  eliminated 
before  thev  can  hope  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  united  strength  of  the 
workers  in  that  industry  for  the  protection  of  all  of  them.  The  result  of 
this  experionct  and  the  continued  airitation  of  those  who  believe  in  orgraaisa- 
tion  by  industry  brought  about  the  present  status  of  affairs  in  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  of  the  organization  by  departments  of  the  different 
craft  organizations  most  closely  related  in  each  industry,  so  that  they  can 
come  together  and  stand  for  the  common  good.  The  result  of  this  continueo 
experience  and  agitation  was  responsible  for  the  last  convention  of  tke 
American  Federation  of  Labor  adopting  by  over  two-thirds  majority  vote  a 
resolution.  I  think  submitted  by  the  committee  on  jurisdiction  disputes, 
committing  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  the  industrial  form  of 
organization. 

Now,  wi»  are  in  this  position:  I  honestly  believe  that  there  is  no  power 
here  or  on  the  part  of  the  ottieers.  or  on  the  part  of  the  hired  tools  of  tbe 
corporations  who  are  in  our  ranks  and  fighting  against  it  that  can  prevent 
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\U  ^^1  c^"    uext  few  years  the  labor  movement  of  this  country  assuming  the  form 
\y^   5^ Hi      industrial  union,  if  wo  stay  in  this  movement,  notwithstanding  that 
\\^^    l>x-e8ent  form  does  not  meet  our  approval  at  all,  and  continue  to  use  our 
\tvT^viexice  to  change  the  minds  of  the  other  workers  until  we  force  the  es- 
tfr^lisliment  of  an  industrial  union.     Then  we  will  have  torn  nothing  down, 
vfei   Will  have  lost  nothing  by  that  process,  at  least,  and  we  will  have  con- 
wuv^etl  the  other  workers  that  we  recognize  that  we  must  all  stand  together 
oti  the  course  that  the  .majority  believe  is  the  best  to  pursue,*  regardless  of 
the  fact  that  it  may  not  meet  our  approval,  and  when  the  majority  see  it 
«»^\r  way,  if  we  have  stayed  in  and  stood  with  them  and  been  with  them  all 
Ihe  way  through  the  piece,  then  if  they  want  to  be  fair,  they  have  got  to 
agree  with  our  majority  and  do  what  we  want  done  and  stay  with  us.  But  if 
we  withdraw  because  they  do  not  agree  with  us  now,  if  we  want  to  be  con- 
f<iHtent,  then  the  minute  that  we  are  able  to  get  a  majority,  unless  we  con- 
vinced them  that  our  views  are  right,  they  will  have  a  right  to  secede  and  stay 
out;  and,  above  all  things  in  this  labor  movement,  my  judgment  is  that  we 
ought  to  be  careful  not  to  do  anything  that  will  give  any  man  in  the  move- 
ment any  grounds  on  which  to  stand  for  a  division  of  the  workers. 

I  say  to  you  now  that  I  believe  the  progress  of  the  future  to  this  end 
will  be  more  rapid  than  it  has  ever  been  in  the  past,  and  if  we  stay  in, 
build  up  and  strengthen  that  movement,  we  will  get  better  results  for  our 
membership,  the  men  at  home  and  their  families  than  we  will  get  if  we 
tlisrupt  it  and  start  a  dual  organization,  which  would  mean  that  there  would 
t»o  a  fight  for  supremacy  between  two  wings  of  the  labor  movement  of  this 
country  that  would  nullify  the  benefit  to  either  and  deliver  us  ovefr  body 
and  soul  to  our  enemies,  and  I  am  opposed  to  that  kind  of  a  thing. 

Delegate  Germer.  District  No.  12 — I  rise  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the 
matter  now  pending  before  the  house.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  following: 
Kesolved,  That  our  international  officials  seek  the  co-operation  of  other 
organizations  between  now  and  the  next  American  Federation  of  Labor  con- 
vention, witli  a  view  of  having  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  transform 
into  the  industrial  form  of  organization;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  next  American  Federation  of  Labor 
convention  be  instructed  to  work  and  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  industrial 
form  of  organization  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Young  (D.),  District  No.  12 — ^I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table.     (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate   Lewis,   District   No.   6 — In    listening,   Mr.   Chairman,   to   the 
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discussion  on  the  resolution  niul  the  substitute; 'as  the  substitute  is  worded, 
I  do  not  understand  how  this  conveution  ciu  afford  to  vote  against  it.  If 
we  did  it  would  be  equivalent  to  voting  against  the  industrial  form  of  or- 
ganization, and  as  mine  workers  and  as  members  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  we  have  been  an  industrial  organization  from  the  first 
day  that  we  were  organized.  Several  efforts  have  been  made  to  divide  the 
United  Mine  Workers  along  so-called  craft  lines.  Early  in  its  history  in 
the  sub-districts,  the  engineers  were  organized  in  separate  unions.  The 
firemen  wanted  a  separate  union.  In  the  district  I  come  from  there  was 
an  agitation  at  once  time  for  the  machine  runners  to  have  an  organization  of 
their  own.  Our  conventions  have  always  opposed  any  division  among  the 
forces  of  the  mine  workers,  from  the  man  who  works  at  the  face  to  the 
man  who  pulls  the  throttle  of  the  engine  or  the  last  man  who  trims  the  coal 
on  the  flats. 

It  is  true,  we  have  not  always  been  in  accord  with  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  on  this  question,  and  in  discussing  the  substitute  and  in 
favoring  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  now  because  it  deals  with  principles 
and  it  deals  with  policies  instead  of  individuals,  I  would  vote  against 
the  resolution  and  in  favor  of  the  committee's  report  if  the  sub- 
stitute had  not  been  offered,  because  the  resolution  deals  with  individuals 
and  not  principles.     It  docs  not  deal  with  measures. 

In  order  that  this  convention  might  understand  something  of  the  make- 
up of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  under- 
stand that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  an  organization  made  up 
of  aflSliated  unions,  by  a  voluntary  act  of  every  affiliated  Inter- 
national organization.  It  has  direct  control  over  all  of  its  direct- 
ly affiliated  federal  unions  and  looks  after  the  interest  of  those  men. 
but  the  International  Unions  look  after  their  own  affairs  except  when  they 
appeal  for  the  prestige  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  be  put  be- 
hind any  movement  any  International  organization  may  engage  in. 

As  United  Mine  Workers,  we  could  not  afford  at  any  time  to  talk  about 
division,  because  we  believe  in  a  unification  of  our  forces.    There  is  a  well- 
grounded  feeling,  however,  amounting  to  almost  a  positive  conviction  iiw 
the   minds   of   the   delegates   of   the   industrial    unions   afiUiated   with  tkn^ 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  that  so  long  as  President  Gompers  is  at  t^^ 
Lead  of  the  union  every  effort  and  every  power  and  every  influence  that     ^^_^^ 
possesses  will  be  used  to  prevent  transforming  the  American  Federatioi^ 
Labor  into  a  complete  industrial  institution.    Brother  Gomp«ers  himself  '^^.^^ 
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few  years  ugo  ibis  snbjeet  >vunM  not  h:i\e  been  given  the  time  that  has  been 
i^iven  to  it  hero  to«lay.  niul  those  of  you  who  have  attended  conventions  for 
a  number  of  years  will  roniomber  that  in  1906  when  the  question  of  getting 
a  working  agreement  with  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  was  up  that 
the  subject  was  then  hooted  down.  Today  we  receive  it  with  open  arms. 
We  recognize  it  as  an  immeiliate  neoossitv,  and  n  thing  that  should  and  must 
be  carried  into  practice. 

The  officials  of  :\n  (»rj^nnization  arc  only  a  retlox  of  the  intelligence  and 
the  spirit  of  the  rank  and  file,  and  when  the  rank  and  file  awakens  to  the 
necessity  of  an  onward  stei»-  to  the  necessity  of  industrial  organization — 
and  their  officials  «tand  in  the  way  ot  that  vital  necessity,  they  will  move 
the  officials  out  ot  place  and  still  stay  with  the  organization.  If  we  turn 
this  proposition  down  and  adopt  the  resolution  we  will  be  insulting  the 
Western  federation  of  Mim-rs,  because  only  at.  the  last  year's  convention 
we  insisted  up'on  the  Ann'ri<-an  Federation  of  Labor  granting  the  Weatem 
Federation  of  Miners  a  charter.  We  used  all  our  power,  we  used  all  our  in- 
lluence  and  all  the  persuasion  at  our  command,  backed  by  the  stre^igth  of 
our  organization,  that  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  should  become  a 
part  of  the  American  IVderation  of  Labor,  and  now  it  would  be  utterly  in- 
consistent to  say  wr  v.ill  seiede  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
after  forcinj;^  another  ori^anization  into  it. 

As  delejjate  Walker  has  i>ointed  out,  there  is  a  spirit  of  industrial 
unionism  runnini;  mrrmt  rhrouijhout  the  ^o-called  pure  and  simple  American 
Federation  of  Lai  or-  tlie  {Sy.«iteni  Federation  is  one  of  the  greatest  indica- 
tions in  that  direction — and  unless  there  is  something  done  at  this  con- 
vention; nnh's^  ue  adopt  tin-  substitute  before  the  house,  it  will  only  give 
those  oppo'^in^  us  on  the  outside  more  ainnuinition  to  stir  up  strife  and  dis- 
sension in  o'lr  ranks.  Taki».  for  instance,  a  man  we  have  rescued  from  the 
jjallow>,  wlio  a<cordin^  t<»  n^'wsp'aper  re]>orts,  says  he  owes  our  organiza- 
tion and  other  orjjanization^  the  .savinjj  of  his  life,  namely,  William  D. 
ilaywooi],  and  wo  find  him  i  onsumin^  all  his  time  going,  not  to  the  unor- 
ganized of  the  country,  but  he  is  in  the  ranks  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Larior  ''nd  our  or^ianizntion,  th.»  T'nited  Mine  Workers,  trying  to  atir  up 
strife,  and  telling  tli«-  members  that  our  organization  is  doing  nothing  for 
them,  thit  they  hav,^  nnthinjr  to  look  forward  to  from  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Lal'or,  .lUil  their  only  liopi-  is  to  join  the  ** Insane''  Workers  of  the 
World.  And  he  wonhl  liave  proof  that  hi^  former  falsehoods  had  become 
II  riMility  if  we  were  to  secede.    I  do  agree  that  the  rank  and  file,  especially 
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oi   ova.:K*  union  is  clamoring  for  industrial  organization,  not  only  in  our  indtts- 
t^y^    ^^^t  in  the  great  iu^ustries  of  the  nation. 

''XT  lie  railroad  organizations  are  not  now  part  of  the  American  Federation 
o^   -*  '^fclDor^  but  speak  to  those  mep  of  a  working  agreement  between  our  union 
3^^^     "tilieirs,  one  that  means  when  we  go  on  strike  they  will  refuse  to  haul 
dC^l:^     coal,  or  when  they  go  on  strike  that  we  refuse  to  furnish  coal  to  feed 
X\\^    Engines  for  scab  labor,  and  you  are  received  with  favor.   Even  the  former 
vc^ci-^i^nary  railroad  organizations  are   now   leaning  toward  the  industrial 
a^^onism,   and   with   the   agitation   and    education    carried    on   within   the 
^^eiican  Federation  of  Labor,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will 
/b^^^o  an  industrial  union  that  will  embrace  every  worker  who  sells  his  labor 
p^Wer  on  the  labor  market.    And  should  a  circumstance  arise  in  the  Ameri- 
cJ^n  Federation  of  Labor  that  it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  to  transform 
that  organization  into  an  industrial  union,  after  we  have  made  every  effort 
in  that  direction,  then  that  is  the  time  to  secede  from  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.    And  when  that  condition  of  affairs  has  developed,  we  will 
not  only  secede  as  United  Mine  Workers,  but  we  will  have  a  respectable 
following  from  other  trades. 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  have  talked  about  the  revolutionary  spirit  here 
this  morning.  We  have  a  chance  now  to  exemplify  that  revolutionary  spirit. 
It  is  put  up  to  you  as  clear  as  possible.  The  language  might  be  changed, 
but  the  intent  of  the  resolution  could  not  l>e  changed.  Your  metal  is  now  to 
be  tested,  and  wo  want  to  see  whether  you  are  as  revolutionary  as  you  told 
us  this  morning  you  were. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  No.  6 — Mr.  Cliairman  and  Fellow  Dele- 
Kates:  It  is  my  opinion  that  a  strict  construction  of  parliamentary  law 
would  require  that  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  bo  declared 
really  not  in  order.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  appeals  to  me,  and 
that  is  that  T  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  delegate  sitting  in  this  con- 
vi'ution  who  is  not  in  favor  of  the  substitute  as  offered.  One  of  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  our  organization,  or  one  of  the  principles  for  which 
it  has  contended  lo,  these  many  years,  is  for  an  industrial  form  of  organiza- 
tion. In  fact,  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  is  an  industrial  organi- 
zation. We  ^forced  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  several  years  ago  to 
coseede  the  ftght  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  exercise  juris- 
diction over  every  man  employed  in  and  around  the  coal  mines  of  this 
••ountry;  and,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  di<l  not  wring  that  concession  from  the 
American    Federation   of  Labor  by   seceding   from   it,   but   it   wrung  that 
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coiiecHsion  from  them  as  a  recognition  of  our  right  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
over  every  man  employed  in  and  about  a  coal  mine  in  this  country.  We 
stayed  in  the  American  Fe«ieration  of  Labor  and  fought  for  that  principle. 

I  would  rather,  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow, delegates,  have  seen  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  Delegate  Gcrnier  come  up  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
separate  and  apart  from  the  originnl  question  that  was  before  this  conven- 
tion. Jf  it  had,  and  if  it  is  adopted  now,  it  will  mean  nothing  more  than  an 
emphatic  reaffirmation  of  what  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  h^ve 
stood  for  and  have  secured,  insofar  as  their  organization  is  concerned,  these 
many  years.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  have  seen  a  clear-cut  expression 
on  the  part  of  this  delegation  on  the  question  before  the  convention;  and 
as  one  delegate  I  should  have  favored  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  I  be- 
lieve every  delegate  here  would  if  he  properly  understood  the  question  at 
issue. 

My  friends,  if  there  is  any  one  thing  that  the  labor  movement  of  this 
country  needs,  it  is  not  more  secession  or  more  division,  but  what  it  needs 
is  more  solidarity.  My  friends,  there  are  those  within  our  organization,  as 
well  as  the  enemies  without,  who  would  be  mighty  well  pleased  to  sec  a 
convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  (considered  the  strong- 
est and  best  organization  on  the  American  continent  today)  secede  from  the 
great  labor  movement  of  this  country,  an<i  thus,  to  that  extent,  divide  our 
forces.  It  is  a  principle  that  is  at  stake,  and  I  ask  you  to  consider,  every 
one  of  you,  whether  or  not  we  can  best  advance  and  perpetuate  and  estab- 
lish the  principles  of  industrial  unionism  by  iieceding  from  the  great  Ameri- 
can labor  movement,  or  whether  we  would  not  retard  its  progress  and  delay 
the  day  when  industrial  unioism  will  be  established  by  seceding  from  the 
great  American  labor  movement. 

My  friends,  1  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  we  had  better  stay  on 
the  insid**  and  fight  for  our  principles,  rather  than  get  on  the  outside  and 
merely  look  in.  T  believe,  brother  delegates,  that  what  we  ought  to  have 
is  not  only  an  emphatic  endorsement  of  the  substitute,  but  if  possible,  a 
most  emphatic  endorsement  by  this  convention,  regardless  of  the  fact  as  to 
whether  or  not  our  principles  or  our  ideas  are  accepted  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  next  year  or  the  year  following  of  the  fact  that  we  are 
serving  notice  upon  all  the  affiliated  unions  who  compose  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  as  well  as  the  advocates  of  the  crafts  union  idea,  that  we 
propose  to  stay  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  continue  the  fight 
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lickt;!]     we  have  establislied  in  this  country  a  complete  industrial  system  of 
or^SLMik  ization. 

^Delegate    Gay,    District    No.    13 — The    substitute    offered    by   Delegate 

*^^^^^crM.eT  is  covered  by  a  substitute  offered  by  the  committee  for  Resolutions 

■^^s-      162  and  164.     The  reason  the  committee  non-concurred  in  Resolution 

*-*-        X07,  is   because  they  could  not  see  where  the  United  Mine   Workers 

eoxil^^     gain  anything  by  seceding  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 

^'*^*     ^  liat  this  matter  is  covered  by  our  notion.    It  seems  to  me  that  the  sug- 

^^®^**^n  offered   a   while   ago   by    Delegate    Green    would  ,bo   well   for   this 

^         '^^^^tioR  to  consider,  and  that  is  that  a  clear  cut  declaration  of  our  ideas 

^^     *"^Sard  to  Resolution  No.  107,  should  be  exi/ressed.     I  believe  that  the 

*'  ^^*^*- ittec 's  action  should  be  endorsed,     T  think  after  the  convention  real- 

*    ^  "t  hat  we  have  covered  the  resolution  by  a  substitute,  the  proper  thing 

•^>e  to  endorse  our  action.    When  the  convention  hears  the  substitute  of 

^^  Ciininittee,  the  delegates  will  realize  that  we  took  up  tfie  question  of 

'  *  ^"^rial  organization. 

^ delegate  Gormer,  District  No.  12 — This  question  deals  with  the  question 
^  ^^  *"lii8trial  organization.     The  preamble  does  not,  but  the  resolution  does. 

1  Resolved,  By  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
*^-,  that  we,  the  L'nited  Afine  Workers  of  America  cease  to  affiliate  with 
^    A^merican  Federation  of  Labor. 

''Resolved,  The  President  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  is  hereby  authorized 
*^^  instructed  to  call  a  convention  of  labor  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis, 
^^•»  on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1912,  extending  invitations  to  all  organizations 
now  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  all  others  in  ex- 
istence in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  *  industrial  organiza- 
tion,' having  for  its  object  Hhe  emancipation  of  the  wage  workers  from  the 
yoke  of  industrial  slavery. '   ^ ' 

Had  we  seceled  we  would  have  called  a  convention  to  adopt  an  indus- 
trial form  of  organization.  The  substitute  eliminates  the  question  of 
"rcession  fron:  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  covers  the  question 
ift  industrial  organization  as  given  in  the  second  paragraph  of  this  reso- 
lution. 

Now,  if  the  committee  has  any  other  resolutions  that  deal  with  that 
subject,  they  should  have  reported  them  together,  not  separately.  We 
4 1  on  *t  know  what  resolutions  they  have  in  their  possession,  and  consequently 
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we  have  to  eousider  the  matter  that  is  pending  before  the  house,  and  the 
substitute,  I  contend,  covers  that  question  absolutely. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  No.  6 — I  am  going  to  raise  a  point  of 
(u-der  on  the  substitute.  The  point  of  order  1  desire  to  raise  is  this:  That 
the  resolution  pending  before  the  convention  luovides  for  secession  from 
the  American  labor  movemeiit.  The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer 
deals  with  instructions  to  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
One  is  dealing  with  the  policy  to  bo  ]>ursued  by  the  delegates  who  attend 
the  American  Federation  of  1-iabor  convention,  and  the  resolution  specifically 
provides  for  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  secede  from  the  labor 
movement.  •The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  should  come  up 
separate  and  apart  from  the  question  under  consideration. 

Delegate  Germer — May  I  ask  Delegate  Green  a  question? 

President   White — With   his  i)ermission. 

Delegate  G^ermer — Doesn  't  the  second  clause  of  the  resolution  cover 
the  question  covered  by  the  substitute? 

Delegate  Green — I  think  not. 

President  White — The  Chair  was  of  the  opinion  that  some  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  resolution  pertaining  to  the  form  of  organization  in  which 
we  were  interested  was  covered  by  the  original  resolution.  The  committee 
and  the  Chair  stated  to  this  convention  several  times  during  the  discussions 
that  the  committee  had  resolutions  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  form 
of  industrial  organization;  yet  the  connnittee  did  not  report  a  substitute  to 
this  resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  they  believed  in. 
They  non-concurred  in  this  resolution  for  the  reason  that  they  believed  it 
spelled  secession,  but  we  must  admit  that  there  is  a  part  contained  in  the 
resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  is  to  be  desired  by 
the  American  Federation  of  liabor,  and  there  were  two  or  three  convenient 
ways  by  which  the  convention  could  have  acted  wisely  on  the  matter,  with- 
out at  this  late  time  involving  any  controvesy  as  to  our  position  on  it.  They 
could  have  either  deferred  action  on  this  resolution  until  they  heard  the 
rept)rt  of  the  committee  wherein  they  claimed  tliey  w^ere  dealing  with  this 
;)articular  question,  and  at  that  time  could  have  decided  the  question  in- 
volved in  this  resolution  pertaining  to  secession.  A  strict  construction  of 
the  resolution  would,  I  believe,  make  it  out  of  order  at  this  time,  inasmuch 
as  it  deals  with  two  specific  subject>^.  and  we  do  not  get  a  declared  ex- 
pression on  the  question  of  secession;  therefore,  the  point  of  order  is  sus- 
tained. 
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Delegate  Lewis — I  move  to  substitute  Besolution  No.  118,  for  the  re* 
I'ort  of  the  committee  on  Resolution  Xo.  107.     It  reads  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  118. 

Edgemont,  111.,  January  4,  1912. 

Whereas,  We  realize  that  an  industrial  form  of  organization  is  abso- 
lutely neeebsary  to  the  working  class  in  its  struggle  with  the  employers;  and 
we  also  realize  that  our  own  interests  as  mine  workers  are  firmly  bound  up  - 
with  the  iniereets  of  every  other  member  of  the  working  class,  and  recog- 
nizing that  the  craft  form  of  organization  cannot  any  longer  protect  the 
workers  in  their  struggle  with  the  better  organized  employing  class;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  next  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  the  immediate  forma- 
tion of  industrial  unions  in  place  of  the  present  craft  organizations  within 
its  ranks. 

Adopted  by  L.  U.  No.  2708. 

G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Lewis  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  entire  matter 
ponding  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  that  they  make 
a  report  on  the  two  subject  matters  separately.     (Seconded.) 

I  make  that  motion  in  order  to  get  out  of  this  tangle,  and  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  to  the  committee.  They  report  that  they  already  have  a  reso- 
lution on  this  matter  that  they  have  not  presented,  and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  to  allow  the  committee  to  make  its  report  covering  both  matters,  and 
then  we  can  act  on  it. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  No.  25 — As  I  understand  the  situation,  at 
the  present  time  there  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  Resolution  No.  107. 
Ihat  is  all  that  is  before  the  house,  since  the  chair  ruled  Brother  Germer's 
motion  out  of  order,  so  we  should  vote  on  this  proposition  and  settle  the 
question  now  and  not  take  up  a  lot  of  unnecessary  time  here.  Let  us  give 
an  expression  right  now  on  the  subject  whether  or  not  we  will  secede.  I  am 
not  for  .-pceding,  and  let  us  serve  notice  right  now  that  we  are  not. 

The  motion  to  refer  back  to  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  No.  22 — I  arose  to  ask  a  question  before  the 
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we  have  to  oousider  tho  matter  that  is  pending  before  the  house,  and  the 
substitute,  1  contend,  covers  that  question  absolutely. 

Delegate  Green  (Wni.),  District  No.  6 — I  am  going  to  raise  a  point  of 
order  on  the  substitute.  The  point  of  order  1  desire  to  raise  is  this:  That 
the  resolution  pending  before  tho  convention  provides  for  secession  from 
the  American  labor  movement.  The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Grermer 
deals  with  instructions  to  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
One  is  dealing  with  the  policy  to  ])e  jjursued  by  the  delegates  who  attend 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention,  and  the  resolution  specifically 
provides  for  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  secede  from  the  labor 
movement.  •The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  should  come  up 
separate  and  apart  from  the  question  under  consideration. 

Delegate  Germer — May  I  ask  Delegate  Green  a  question? 

President   White — With   his  permission. 

Delegate  Germer — Doesn  't  the  second  clause  of  the  resolution  cover 
the  question  covered  by  the  substitute? 

Delegate  Green — I  think  not. 

President  White — The  Chair  was  of  the  opinion  that  some  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  resolution  pertaining  to  the  form  of  organization  in  which 
we  were  interested  was  covered  by  the  original  resolution.  The  committee 
and  the  Chair  stated  to  this  convention  several  iinies  during  the  discussions 
that  the  committee  had  resolutions  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  form 
of  industrial  organization;  yet  the  committee  did  not  report  a  substitute  to 
this  resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  they  believed  in. 
They  non-concurred  in  this  resolution  for  the  reason  that  they  believed  it 
spelled  secession,  but  we  must  admit  that  there  is  a  part  contained  in  the 
resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  is  to  be  desired  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  there  were  two  or  three  convenient 
ways  by  which  the  convention  could  have  acted  wisely  on  the  matter,  with- 
out at  this  late  time  involving  any  controvesy  as  to  our  position  on  it.  They 
could  have  either  deferred  action  on  this  resolution  until  they  heard  the 
repiort  of  the  committee  wherein  they  claimed  tbey  were  dealing  with  this 
•^articular  question,  and  at  that  time  could  have  decided  the  question  in- 
volved in  this  resolution  pertaining  to  secession.  A  strict  construction  of 
the  resolution  would,  1  believe,  make  it  out  of  order  at  this  time,  inasmuch 
as  it  deals  with  two  specific  subjert^,  and  we  do  not  get  a  declared  ex- 
pression on  the  question  of  seoessiou;  therefore,  the  point  of  order  is  sus- 
tained. 
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Delejrate  Lewis — I  move  to  substitute  Besolution  No.  118,  for  the  re* 
port  of  the  committee  on  Resolution  No.  107.     It  reads  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  118. 

Edgemonty  111.,  January  4,  1912. 

Whereas,  We  realize  that  an  industrial  form  of  organization  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  working  class  in  its  struggle  with  the  employers;  and 
we  also  realize  that  our  own  interests  as  mine  workers  are  firmly  bound  up  • 
with  the  inlereets  of  every  other  member  of  the  working  class,  and  recog- 
nizing that  the  craft  form  of  organization  cannot  any  longer  protect  the 
workers  in  their  struggle  with  the  better  organized  employing  class;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  next  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  the  immediate  forma- 
tion of  industrial  unions  in  place  of  the  present  craft  organizations  within 
its  ranks. 

Adopted  by  L.  U.  No.  2708. 

G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  I^ewis  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  entire  matter 
ponding  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  that  they  make 
:i  report  on  the  two  subject  matters  separately.     (Seconded.) 

T  make  that  motion  in  order  to  get  out  of  this  tangle,  and  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  to  the  committee.  They  report  that  they  already  have  a  reso- 
lution on  this  matter  that  they  have  not  presented,  and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  to  allow  the  committee  to  make  its  rep'ort  covering  both  matters,  and 
then  we  can  act  on  it. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  No.  25 — As  I  understand  the  situation,  at 
the  present  time  there  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  Resolution  No.  107. 
1  hat  is  all  that  is  before  the  house,  since  the  chair  ruled  Brother  Germer's 
motion  out  of  order,  so  we  should  vote  on  this  proposition  and  settle  the 
question  now  and  not  take  up  a  lot  of  unnecessary  time  here.  Let  us  give 
an  expression  rig^t  now  on  the  subject  whether  or  not  we  will  secede.  I  am 
not  for  seceding,  and  let  ns  serve  notice  right  now  that  we  are  not. 

Ihe  motion  to  refer  back  to  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Gib.son,  District  No.  22 — T  arose  to  ask  a  question  before  the 
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luotiuu  was  jMit.  JJuos  it  iiifluile  that  the  reBoliitions  will  be  preseuted  in 
their  reguhir  or«ler,  so  tlu't  wo  will  get  the  matter  clearly  before  usf  1 
iinderstaud  thcro  arc  three  ui*  tour  resolutions  included  in  this.  I  hope 
brother  Walker  included  that  they  be  grouped. 

Delegate  Walker — The  intention  of  the  motion  was  to  include  all  the 
resolutions  bearing  on  these  two  questions,  so  the  committee  can  bring  in 
a  clear-eut  report. 

Delegate  J-Vehan,  Diatriii  N'o.  o — A  question  of  information.  I  desire 
to  ask  if  President  Oomj^ers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  been 
extended  an  invitation  to  attend  this  convention,  or  do  you  know  whether 
i\T  not  he  expects  to  be  here? 

President  White — I  have  no  knowledge  that  an  invitation  has  been  ex- 
tended to  President  Gomi>ers,  and  have  no  knowledge  that  he  will  be  here. 

Delegate  Feehan — Would  a  motion  be  in  order  at  this  time  to*  extend 
an  invitation  to  l^resident  Gonijiers  uf  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  address  the  convention  on  this  particular  question? 

President  White — \ot  at  tliis  time,  unless  we  suspend  the  regular  order. 
There  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Kosolutions. 

Delegate  Lackey,  secretarv  of  the  conunittee,  continued  the  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  42. 

Manifold,  Pa.,  December  23,  19n. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  consider  the  ])reHent  unsanitary  conditions  of  the  average 
mining  camps  a  source  of  danger  and  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  people; 
therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  this  convention  take  some  action  whieh  shall  have  a 
tendency  to  improve  the  conditions  of  said  camps. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MARRACINL 
JOHN  FAG.\N. 
JOHN    HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONL 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee. 
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The  couiniittee  offered  as  a  substitute  for  Resolution  No.  42  the  following: 

We  concur  in  the  spirit  of  the  resolution,  but  cannot  see  how  this 
convention  can  outline  any  hard  and  fast  policy  that  will  bring  relief 
along  that  line,  and  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  various 
districts  for  action. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee   be   concurred   in. 

Delegate  Esper,  District  No.  12 — I  think  we  have  already  taken  steps 
in  that  direction.  A  resolution  was  passed  at  the  convention  saying  we 
should  take  over  the  industries  of  the  country.  If  we  will  all  work  in  that 
direction,  it  will  not  be  long  until  we  will  have  clean  mining  camps. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  74. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  emancipation  of  the  workers  can  only  be 
accomplished  through  the  action  of  the  workers  as  a  class;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  class  struggle  between  the  capitalist  class  and  the  work- 
ing class,  the  workers  should  avail  themselves  of  every  weapon  at  their  com- 
mand; and 

Whereas,  The  ballot  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  in  the  hands 
of  the  working  class;  and. 

Whereas,  The  workers  should  work  in  union  and  harmony  on  both  the 
industrial  and  political  fields;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Socialist  party  has  always  and  everywhere  proven  itself 
the  champion  of  the  working  class;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  mine  workers  of  the  entire  country,  adopt  and 
endorse  the  Socialist  party  as  the  political  party  of  the  working  class,  and 
urge  all  workers  to  rally  under  the  banner  of  universal  brotherhood;  and, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  request  the  officers  and  delegates  of  said  convention 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  adopt  these  or  similar  resolutions. 
(Signed)     DAVID  McKEE,  Secretary  Local  1771. 
ANTON  TROTTER. 
S.  A.  WOODBURY. 

The  committee  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Resolution  74: 

That,  inasmuch  as  our  constitution  provides  that  this  organi- 
zation  shall   be   non-political  and   non-religious,   we   cannot   concur   in  the 
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resolution  as  it  reads;  but  we  believe,  in  view  of  the  present  economic 
i'ondltions  surrounding  our  own  and  other  industries,  and  especially  the 
machinations  of  the  judicial  and  political  power  that  have  been  employed 
against  us  in  Alabama,  West"  Virginia,  Colorado,  the  Irwin  Field  and 
elsewhere,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  just  as  necessary  for  the 
workers  of  this  land  to  unite  on  the  political  as  on  the  industrial  field. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  substitute  offered  by  the 
oommittee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  No.  12 — We  all  recognize,  at  least  we  have 
in  recent  years,  that  action  upon  the  political  field  is  necessary,  and  during 
the  pieriod  we  have  recognized  that  necessity,  we  have  yet  followed  in  the 
same  political  footsteps  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  so  to  merely  adopt  a 
resolution  recognizing  the  necessity  of  uniting  politically  and  economically, 
without  pointing  out  a  way  whereby  we  can  organize  or  unite  politically  in 
a  successful  manner — the  mere  passing  of  such  a  resolution  will  be  of  no 
groat  material  value.  Whenever  w^e  criticize  or  try  to  pull  down  something, 
we  ought  to  have  something  to  put  in  its  place.  There  is  no  use  in  telling 
the  workers  to  orj^anizc  politically  or  unite  politically.  We  have  done  that; 
we  are  doing  it  now,  but  our  political  unity  has  not  been  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. Organize  politically,  but  do  it  in  the  right  way.  The  Republican  and 
Democrati<;  pirties  have  deceived  a  great  majority  of  the  workers,  and 
when  the  workers  went  to  the  ballot  box  to  A'ote  for  democratic  and  repub- 
lican parties,  they  were  united  politically,  but  not  in  the  right  way. 

It  the  rf^Holution  would  go  so  tar  as  to  say:  *'  We  recognize  the  Socialist 
party  as  a  working  class  party,''  then  you  might  be  doing  something  and 
yet  not  violate?  your  constitution.  You  would  not  necessarily  be  endorsing 
it  or  adopting  it,  yet  you  would  be  recognizing  the  only  political  party  in 
America  that  sttinds  for  the  interests  of  the  working  class.  I  know  that 
there  are  a  great  many  delegates — and  a  majority  of  them — who  do  not 
agree  with  me  politically,  and  as  far  as  the  Socialist  party  as  a  party  is 
concerned,  it  cares  very  little,  but  the  Socialist  party  wants  the  workers 
united.  They  want  the  workers  united  on  the  political  field  at  the  ballot 
box,  the  same  as  they  march  together  on  liabor  Day,  or  as  they  strike  to- 
j^ether  and  walk  out  together,  and  as  they  are  locked  in  together  for  con- 
tempt of  court. 

Delegate  Dempsey,  District  No.  1 — A  point  of  order.  Resolution  No,  74 
is  in  conflict  with  our  constitution,  which  provides  that  there  shall  be 
nothing  to  interfere  with  our  religious  or  political  freedom. 
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President  White — The  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken,  because  the 
committee  pointed  that  out  and  offered  a  substitute  therefor.  The  speaker 
is  pointing  out  that  it  is  not  in  violation  of  the  constitution. 

Delegate  Germer — Even  though  this  convention  were  to  adopt  the  reso- 
lution endorsing  the  Socialist  party  as  the  only  working  class  party,  Dele- 
>rute  Dempsey  could  continue  to  vote  with  the  Democratic  or  Eepublican 
party.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  would  not  interfere  with  his  political 
freedom  at  all,  or  that  of  iny  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica. We  aro  only  pt)inting  out  an  immediate  necessity  that  exists  and  hold- 
ing up  a  light  to  guide  you  away  from  the  danger  that  confronts  the  Ameri- 
can labor  movement  in  the  form  of  our  federal* judiciary,  which  is  issuing 
injunctions  and  throwing  members  of  the  organiz^itions  in  jail,  tearing  or- 
ganizations to  pieces  and  ordering  men  not  to  strike,  or  ordering  them  to  go 
and  scab  as  Judge  Wright  did  in  East  St.  Louis  a  few  years  ago,  and  I  have 
not  heard  a  prominent  Democrat  or  Kepublican  in  this  convention  get  up 
and  say  that  his  party  was  opposed  to  the  decision  of  Judge  Wright,  and 
because  of  that  they  were  going  to  leave  the  Republican  party. 

A  few  more  rulings  from  Judge  Wright  and  a  few  more  rulings  from 
Judge  Humphrey  will  cause  you  to  exercise  your  political  freedom  in  a 
different  way  than  you  have  exercised  it  in  the  past.  You  can  exercise 
your  political  freedom  in  the  manner  you  see  fit.  If  you  can  stand  it,  I  can. 
I  have  for  thirty-one  years.  But  back  at  home  the  men  that  you  represent 
and  those  that  are  depending  on  them  are  demanding  some  relief  from  the 
Hussianized  judiciary  that  we  have  in  America  and  that  we  are  asked  and 
pleaded  with  to  revere  and  respect.  What  has  the  Democratic  party  or  the 
Republican  party  as  a  party  done  in  the  interest  of  laborf  (Voice:  * 'Noth- 
ing.'') Yes,  it  has;  'it  has  thrown  you  in  jail,  and  still  many  have  gone 
back  and  voted  for  the  jail  again. 

This  morning  we  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  for  the  government 
ownership  of  all  industries.  What  party  outside  of  the  Socialist  party 
stands  for  government  ownership  of  that  class  of  property?  Does  the 
Republican  party  stand  for  it?  (Voice:  "Xo. ")  Does  the  Democratic 
party t  (Voice:  *'No. '*)  Then  what  are  you  i^oiiig  to  do?  Are  you  going 
10  be  consistent  with  your  action  this  morning  f     1  hope  so. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  that  every  year,  year  after  year,  as  I  come 
to  the  convention,  I  find  more  and  more  delegates  wlio  are  going  to  be  con- 
sistent with  the  action  you  took  this  morning  when  you  advocated  govern- 
ment ownership  of  all  industries.     The  workers  are  appealing  to  you  not  to 
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stand  in  the  way  of  their  progress  und  in  the  way  of  their  emancipation.  If 
the  workers  stand  tofj^ether  politically  as  they  stand  together  in  their  unions 
as  working  men,  thtrc  is  no  power  here  or  hereafter  that  can  keep  them 
from  success.  The  workers  should  unite  politically  as  well  as  economically 
in  the  interests  of  tlie  working  class.  The  labor  movement  is  based  upon 
the  class  struggle,  and  the  moment  you  recogni/.e  the  class  struggle  you  will 
put  Judge  .lackson,  .ludgo  Wright  and  »)udge  Humphrey  down  for  all  time 
to  come.  Vou  will  vote  the  Socialist  ticket,  not  because  I  say  so,  but  be- 
cause the  corjioratioiis  are  going  to  force  you  to  do  so. 

Now.  thcv  tell  us  the  Socialist  p^rtv  or  the  Socialists  are  going  to 
destroy  the  unions,  that  they*want  to  disrupt  the  labor  movement.  Let  me 
ask,  has  the  Socialist  party  in  Gernuiny  destroyed  the  labor  movement  of 
Germany.  Have  the  Socialists  of  England,  the  Socialists  of  France,  the 
Socialists  of  Jtal3',  Spain  or  any  civilized  nation  in  the  world  ever  broken 
up  a  union?  Kvery  active  Socialist  in  Germany,  every  active  Socialist 
everywhere  is  either  a  member  of  a  trades  union  or  working  hand-in-hand 
with  the  trndos  unions,  using  the  political  machinery  of  city,  state  and 
nation  in  the  interests  of  the  union  and  the  working  classes.  Whether  you 
want  it  or  not  you  will  be  driven  to  it  sooner  or  later. 

Many  of  you  here  remember  in  1906  when  the  delegates  threatened  to 
throw  the  present  Vice-President,  Duncan  McDonald  and  myslf,  out  of  the 
convention  for  ridvocating  it.  Many  of  those  delegates  who  did  not  want 
it  then  want  it  now.  They  realize  we  were  right  then,  and  they  are  going 
to  be  right  now  and  hereafter. 

Delegate  Scgloski,  District  No.  12 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of 
this  Convention:  Our  local  is  not  in  very  good  condition  to  pay  men  to 
stay  here  for  a  month  or  longer.  Are  we  going  to  talk  on  this  sort  of 
thing  all  dayV  You  have  started  talking  politics,  but  you  had  better  take 
the  politics  home  and  talk  them  in  the  local  unions.  The  mine  workers 
work  hard  and  make  fifty  cents  a  day  sometimes,  and  they  are  paying  us 
five  dollars  a  day  to  stay  here.  We  ought  to  attend  to  business  and  throw 
politics  out  of  this  convention.  W'e  cannot  do  any  good  if  we  stay  here 
three  weeks  and  spend  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  miners'  money 
unless  we  get  down  to  business. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  No.  12 — Mr.  President,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
substitute  of  the  committee  for  several  reasons.  The  most  particular  one  of 
all  is  that  since  we  have  been  organized,  and  we  have  been  organized  ever 
since  I  can  remember — since  1880 — we  have  always  been  crying  for  indns- 
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Trial  organizatiuu,  and  we  are  still  goiDg  along  the  same  old  line.  I  am  in 
fayor  of  an  industrial  organization  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  workers 
politicaUy.  It  is  the  only  school  the  workers  of  this  country  have  got.  The 
workers  of  this  country  have  got  to  organize  politically,  if  we  ever  expect 
to  get  out  of  the  old  rut  wo  are  in.  If  we  have  been  making  a  mistake  for 
all  these  years,  for  heaven ^s  sjike,  let's  get  wise.  If  we  have  not  got  a  rem- 
edy, let's  get  one,  and  if  the  Socialist  ]»Mrty  is  the  remedy — and  I  believe  it 
is — let's  get  into  it  and  vote  right. 

Delegate  Dinoski — I  rise,  not  to  make  a  sj>eeeh  here,  because  I  am  not 
able  to  do  that,  but  to  give  a  little  of  my  experience. 

Delegate  McDonald,  District  12 — We  are  not  hearing  a  word  the  gen- 
tleman is  saying.  We  have  no  objection  to  his  having  a  conversation  with 
the  Chair,  but  some  of  us  Socialists  are  nfraid  he  is  saying  something  about 
us  and  we  want  to  hoar  it. 

Delegate  Dinoski — I  will  tell  you  one  thing,  brothers,  and  that  is,  if 
you  stand  by  the  old  parties  we  will  never  get  ahead.  Take  a  man  who 
belongs  to  the  Democratic  or  Republican  parties,  and  in  Washington  when 
they  make  the  laws  they  give  the  workers  the  worst  of  it.  The  eight-hour 
law  and  the  compensation  law  is  for  nothing  but  the  benefit  of  the  oper- 
ators. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  No.  25 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  and  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of  our  Reso- 
lution Committee,  for  this  reason:  We  have  been  organized  for  twelve 
years  in  the  Mine  Workers'  organization.  Today  in  my  home  town  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  we  have  from  sixty  to  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  miners 
on  the  Richmond  track  that  are'  in  debt  from  sixty  to  two  and  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  if  we  ever  expect  to  get  out  of  this  rut  we  have  got  to 
adopt  some  political  party.  Now,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Socialist 
party  is  that  party  that  we  should  adopt  and  maintain  as  our  political  or- 
ganization, yet  I  want  to  hear  the  other  brothers  voice  their  opinions.  If 
they  can  show  me  any  reason  why  we  should  adopt  the  Republican  or  the 
Democratic  parties  and  support  them  as  a  labor  institution  for  the  interest 
of  our  fellow  workers  at  home,  then  I  am  ready  to  throw  my  vote  in  that 
direction  and  endorse  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties,  but  until  they 
do  that,  realizing  that  we  have  got  to  have  a  political  party,  that  we  have 
got  to  gain  political  control  of  this  country,  that  we  have  got  to  take  hold 
of  the  reins  of  government  of  this  country — we  will  see  our  membership 
thrown  into  jail.     We  have  seen  them  sentenced,  and  when  one  man  came 
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I  nif0tii*n)tiii  fntiii  Om  fit  an  $t  r*:*'ity^u\i\ttu  of  our  right  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
n  I'f  i'*/i'iy  ffiMff  i'm\ilnyf4\  in  ari'l  Hhoiit  a  roa]  mine  in  this  country.  We 
>'hiyi*i\  hi  Hii«  Arriitrh'iin  Ki"l«T«tion  of  Lahor  aii<l  fought  for  that  principle. 
1  woiilil  iiilhnr,  Mr,  i'.Uutnimu  Jind  f«*llow.«lelegates,  have  seen  the  sub- 
HtihHii  olT<irtM|  \iy  |)iili>Kniii  (U*nin>r  ronie  u|)  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
''I  |iNrNhi  himI  fipiiH  froiri  ihn  oritfinnl  qui^Htion  that  was  before  this  coaven- 
IhiM.  ir  11  liiiil,  Mild  II'  If  In  iifloptfMl  now,  it  will  mean  nothing  more  than  an 
iMtitiliHllit  iimninMUllon  of  wlmi  the  I'nittMl  Mine  Workers  of  America  h^ve 
mIimmI  fiif  flint  hnvo  niMMiriMl,  hiHot'nr  nn  their  organization  is  concerned,  these 
iiiHiiy  viiHiH.  Mr,  (Ihltlrniitii,  I  would  liko  to  have  ueen  a  clear-cut  expresaioa 
III!  (ho  |mii  of  UiIh  didf«uHilon  on  the  (]uestion  before  the  convention;  and 
HH  www  ibdottiilo  I  nhould  hav«»  fitvored  the  ri^ynnX  of  the  committee,  as  I  be- 
heM»  miMV   d«dit||Hlt«  \\vvv  would   if  he  properly  understood  the  question  at 

M\  (UoMdHk  \t  thoiv  i*  nuy  one  thing  that  the  labor  movenient  of  this 
r«\ui\h\  *\mM»x  U  U  iu»I  moro  »eoe!«»«ion  or  n»ore  division,  but  what  it  needs 
\^  ^\\\\\^  w\\\\M\\\\\  Mn  fvif»ml»»  there  are  those  within  our  organization,  as 
sseU  rt^  «h*v  «vM«xHi«^  \silh«m(,  >\ho  would  be  mighty  well  pleased  to  see  a 
v^NWN^v^^hW  ^\t  fW  \*w\1^M  Muu  WorKern  of  Anierwa,  (considered  the  strong- 
e-*!  H^N^I  ^\^M  ov^s^^^v^ii^^xw  «^i>  fho  VmouoHu  vontinent  todays  secede  from  the 
k'^NN^i  msw  vwoMHM^'^^M  ^>f  <h\ii  oou«lr>»  ,iud  fhv.>.  to  that  extent,  divide  our 
i\\\v^v»  \(  \^  1^  ^vuM^^ipV  Ih.-^l  i«  rtt  M;iKo»  and  1  a^k  you  to  consider,  every 
^N*^^  ^1  \NM«.  x^WtihM  .N\  >iol  \x>^  >'*n  Wsl  »^d>«VKO  ;ind  ^vrp*'tuate  and  estab- 
^•h  ^>>*^  v^^^^^r^"^"^  '^»  >vdj;^1t*^^l  van^Mx^^m  bv  >r*-edir.,f  fn^m  tho  great  Ameri- 
,  "^^s  U>"»Ni  ^^\>MH»^t><.  iNX  >*H^^tW>  >hv  no«Ki  wiM  r**:*r\i  :t<  vr^^gresis  and  delay 
«^^«  ^^^   >nW*  ^xiw<»vn'»ik    ^v^r^^xwi  ^x*:  )v  <^M«Shsh^i  l-y  ssev-H-ding  from  the 

V\  <^>o*-A>.  A  »♦••  AfN*  ,Nt  t>>v»^  >^S'»  is'^^cxv  t'^.^T  »t  >Ai  h^ner  stay  on 
•  »x  .nv.v:  H»»s-.  fKjV«  ^^►  ,v  •  «v- .».v\jxVx  **:  >s*:  tKatt.  ^v:  ;?  TJy*  i^Titside  and 
*•'.  v^  Vs  V  »>  '  S-- .  \\^  ^A'^W-  -Vsxc^si.v  i>.',:  ^V»tr  -« -  .-.:=jr)rt  to  hare 
•N  *»>*,  ^,v>  V*  ^^«•i:«K%  .  ,'»v**,v>«,x*>N^r »  ,^:  ♦ 'v  ^.  Nv:  :  .  •4-.  ,.-:  it  potssible,  a 
««^w^  ,«Mi>«)«v>«  •'.  ^M*,»,*«'v.%wv*»'  5^  O  "'^  .  ,0  \v> .  '  '\  ^v>"*.  •i'Sft'  ;t  tif  fa^T  as  to 
^-K^¥^«k-  *  *»-.^-  ■»»*  ;*  '^v-ir^Vi*.  ^-^  «•*•  •  >Nvvx  vv  \.',v':«^4».-.  *x  ili^  Ajnexicaii 
>N>^xy^«^^k  .*.   .  *N*    v..<^v    \s^'  ,\   \W  VAM  :,vv*-t;i  ,v  ri«^  ran  T^iat  we  ai« 

>K*>»*^,   «»sv»«sv    *j'vw    *»*    <K   %#*^i»T^v:   »"» 'x\»  V  m  K"  ,*.  vn.Tve*j   ""h?    ^ '■in  Mill  Fed* 
■  vv*..   V     «v-    ''    '^     \*^.*  •«*•»   *^'   ^     ."  -.w-       ■  >i ^  VTK- rbe  €glii 
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iint;ll     we  have  established  in  this  country  a  complete  industrial  system  of 
org-a,  xi  ization. 

XDelegate    Gay,    District    No.    13 — The    substitute    offered    by   Delegate 

0*^^KMM^T  is  covered  by  a  substitute  offered  by  the  committee  for  Resolutions 

^*^*-       162  and  164.     The  reason  the  committee  non-concurred  in  Resolution 

^*^-        i07,  is  because  they  couhl   not  see   where  the  United   Mine   Workers 

^•ovil^"^^     gain  anything  by  seceding  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 

^^^     "fc  liat  this  matter  is  covered  by  our  action.    It  seems  to  me  that  the  sug- 

l^^^^^on  offered   a   while    ago   by    Delegate    Green    jvould   bo   well    for   this 

^        '^'"^ution  to  consider,  and  that  is  that  a  clear  cut  declaration  of  our  ideas 

\iy    "*'^^ard  to  Resolution  No.  107,  should  be  exjjTessed.     I  believe  that  the 

i'.    **^*n.ittee 's  action  should  be  endorsed.     T  think  after  the  convention  real- 

*  ^^    "that  we  have  covered  the  resolution  by  a  substitute,  the  proper  thing 

^^  *    lie  to  endorse  our  action.    When  the  convention  hears  the  substitute  of 

'  ^'^    ^^ommittee,  the  delegates  will  realize  that  we  took  up  tRe  question  of 

^^^Uatrial  organiztition. 

I^elegate  Germer,  District  Xo.  12 — This  (juestion  deals  with  the  question 
^^  industrial  organization.  The  preamble  does  not,  but  the  resolution  does. 
It  says. 

".Resolved,  By  tiio  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W, 
•»t  A.,  that  we,  the  United  Afine  Workers  of  America  cease  to  affiliate  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

••Resolved,  The  President  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  xV.,  is  hereby  authorized 
;ind  instructed  to  call  a  convention  of  labor  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis, 
Jnd.,  on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1912,  extending  invitations  to  all  organizations 
now  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  all  others  in  ex- 
istence in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  *  industrial  organiza- 
tion/ having  for  its  object  'the  emancipation  of  the  wage  workers  from  the 
yoke  of  industrial  slavery. '    ^ ' 

Had  we  sece  'ed  w<»  would  have  called  a  (-(mvention  to  adopt  an  indus- 
trial form  of  organization.  The  substitute  eliminates  the  question  of 
<r cession  fron:  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  covers  the  question 
of  industrial  organization  as  given  in  the  second  paragraph  of  this  reso- 
lution. 

Now,  if  the  committee  has  any  other  resolutions  that  deal  with  that 
subject,  they  should  have  reported  them  together,  not  separately.  We 
ilon't  know  what  resolutions  thi*y  have  in  their  jmssession,  and  consequently 
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we  have  to  eoiiflider  th»?  matter  that  is  pending  before  the  house,  and  the 
substitute,  1  contend,  covers  that  question  absolutely. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  No.  6 — I  anj  going  to  raise  a  point  of 
<»rder  on  the  substitute.  The  point  of  order  1  desire  to  raise  is  this:  That 
the  resolution  pending  before  the  convention  provides  for  secession  from 
the  American  labor  movement.  The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer 
deals  with  instructions  to  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
One  is  dealing  with  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  delegates  who  attend 
the  American  Federation  of  l-.abor  convention,  and  the  resolution  specifically 
provides  for  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  secede  from  the  labor 
movement.  •The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  should  come  up 
separate  and  apart  from  the  question  under  consideration. 

Delegate  Germer — May  1  ask  Deletjate  Green  a  question? 

President  White — With   his  permission. 

Delegate  Gfermer — Doesn't  the  second  clause  of  the  resolution  cover 
the  question  covered  by  the  substitute? 

Delegate  Green — I  think  not. 

President  White — The  Chair  was  of  the  opinion  that  some  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  resohitiou  pertaining  to  the  form  of  organization  in  which 
we  were  interested  was  covered  by  the  original  resolution.  The  committee 
and  the  Chair  stated  to  this  convention  several  iimes  during  the  discussions 
that  the  committee  had  resolutions  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  form 
of  industrial  organization;  yet  the  committee  did  not  report  a  substitute  to 
this  resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  they  believed  in. 
They  non-concurred  in  this  resolution  for  the  reason  that  they  believed  it 
spelled  secession,  but  we  must  admit  that  there  is  a  part  contained  in  the 
resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  is  to  be  desired  by 
the  American  Federation  of  l^abor,  and  \here  were  two  or  three  convenient 
ways  by  which  the  convention  could  have  acted  wisely  on  the  matter,  with- 
out at  this  late  time  involving  any  controvesy  as  to  our  position  on  it.  They 
rould  have  either  deferred  action  on  this  resolution  until  they  heard  the 
rfc)>t)rt  of  the  committee  wherein  they  claimed  they  were  dealing  with  this 
•)articular  question,  and  at  that  time  could  have  decided  the  question  in- 
volved in  this  resolution  pertaining  to  secession.  A  strict  construction  of 
the  resolution  would,  I  believe,  make  it  out  of  order  at  this  time,  inasmuch 
as  it  deuls  with  two  specific  subjects,  and  we  do  not  get  a  declared  ex- 
pression on  the  question  of  secession;  therefore,  the  point  of  order  is  sus- 
tained. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


213 

Delegate  Lewis — I  move  to  substitute  Besolution  No.  118,  for  the  re* 
I»ort  of  the  committee  on  Resolution  Xo.  107.     It  reads  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  118. 

Edgemont,  111.,  January  4,  1912. 

Whereas,  We  realize  that  an  industrial  form  of  organization  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  working  class  in  its  struggle  with  the  employers;  and 
we  also  realize  that  our  own  interests  as  mine  workers  are  firmly  bound  up  • 
with  the  interests  of  every  other  member  of  the  working  class,  and  recog- 
nizing that  the  craft  form  of  organization  cannot  any  longer  protect  the 
workers  in  their  struggle  with  the  better  organized  employing  class;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  next  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  the  immediate  forma- 
tion of  industrial  unions  in  place  of  the  present  craft  organizations  within 
its  ranks. 

Adopted  by  L.  U.  No.  2708. 

G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Lewis  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  Xo.  12 — I  move  that  the  entire  matter 
pending  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  that  they  make 
u  report  on  the  two  subject  matters  separately.     (Seconded.) 

I  make  that  motion  in  order  to  get  out  of  this  tangle,  and  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  to  the  committee.  They  report  that  they  already  have  a  reso- 
lution on  this  matter  that  they  have  not  presented,  and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  to  allow  the  committee  to  make  its  report  covering  both  matters,  and 
then  we  can  act  on  it. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  Xo.  25 — As  I  understand  the  situation,  at 
the  present  time  there  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  Resolution  No.  107. 
That  is  all  that  is  before  the  house,  since  the  chair  ruled  Brother  Germer's 
motion  out  of  order,  so  we  should  vote  on  this  proposition  and  settle  the 
question  now  and  not  take  up  a  lot  of  unnecessary  time  here.  Let  us  give 
ail  expression  rigbt  now  on  the  subject  whether  or  not  we  will  secede.  I  am 
not  for  receding,  and  let  us  serve  notice  right  now  that  we  are  not. 

Ihe  motion  to  refer  back  to  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  N^o.  22 — I  arose  to  ask  a  question  before  the 
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motiou  was  put.  Does  it  include  that  the  resolutions  will  be  presented  in 
their  regular  order,  so  that  wc  will  get  the  matter  clearly  before  us?  1 
understand  there  are  three  or  iour  resolutions  included  in  this.  I  hope 
Brother  Walker  included  that  they  bo  grouped. 

Delegate  Walker — The  intention  of  the  motion  was  to  include  all  the 
resolutions  bearing  on  these  two  questions,  so  the  committee  can  bring  in 
a  clear-cut  report. 

Delegate  Fcehan,  District  No.  5 — A  question  of  information.  I  desire 
to  ask  if  President  Gompers  of  the  American  Federation  of  I-.abor  has  been 
extended  an  invitation  to  attend  this  convention,  or  do  you  know  whether 
or  not  he  expects  to  be  here! 

President  White — I  have  no  knowledge  that  an  invitation  has  been  ex- 
tended to  President  Gompers,  and  have  no  knowledge  that  he  will  be  here. 

Delegate  Feehan — Would  a  motion  be  in  order  at  this  time  to- extend 
an  invitation  to  President  Gompers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  address  the  cpnventicu  on  this  particular  question? 

President  White — Xot  at  this  time,  unless  wo  suspend  the  regular  order. 
There  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  the  report  of  the  CommiHee  on 
Kesolutions. 

Delegate  Lackey,  secretary  of  the  committee,  continued  the  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  42. 

Manifold,  Pa.,  December  23,  1911. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  consider  the  ])resent  unsanitary  conditions  of  the  average 
mining  camps  a  source  of  danger  and  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  people; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  take  some  action  which  shall  have  a 
tendency  to  improve  the  conditions  of  said  camps. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MARRACINL 
JOHN  FAGAN. 
JOHN   HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONL 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee. 
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The  committee  offered  as  a  sii))stitute  for  Resolution  No.  42  the  following: 

We  concur  in  the  spirit  of  the  rcdoliitiou,  but  cannot  see  how  this 
convention  can  outline  any  hard  and  fast  policy  that  will  bring  relief 
along  that  line,  and  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  various 
districts  for  action. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  be   concurred   in. 

Delegate  Esper,  District  No.  12 — I  think  we  have  already  taken  steps 
in  that  direction.  A  resolution  was  passed  at  the  convention  saying  we 
should  take  over  the  industries  of  the  country.  If  we  will  all  work  in  that 
direction,  it  will  not  be  long  until  we  will  have  clean  mining  camps. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  t^ie  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

BESOLUTION  NO.  74. 
To  the  OflBcers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  emancipation  of  the  workers  can  only  be 
accomplished  through  the  action  of  the  workers  as  a  class;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  class  struggle  between  the  capitalist  class  and  the  work- 
ing class,  the  workers  should  avail  themselves  of  every  weapon  at  their  com- 
mand; and 

Whereas,  The  ballot  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  in  the  hands 
of  the  working  class;  and. 

Whereas,  The  workers  should  work  in  union  and  harmony  on  both  the 
industrial  and  political  fields;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Socialist  party  has  always  and  everywhere  proven  itself 
the  champion  of  the  working  class;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  mine  workers  of  the  entire  country,  adopt  and 
endorse  the  Socialist  party  as  the  political  party  of  the  working  class,  and 
urge  all  workers  to  rally  under  the  banner  of  universal  brotherhood;  and, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  request  the  officers  and  delegates  of  said  convention 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  adopt  these  or  similar  resolutions. 
(Signed)     DAVID  McKEE,  Secretary  Local  1771. 
ANTON  TROTTER. 
S.  A.  WOODBURY. 

The  committee  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Resolution  74: 

That,  inasmuch  as  our  constitution  provides  that  this  organi- 
zation  shall   be   non-political   and   non -religious,   we   cannot   concur   in  the 
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resolution  as  it  roads;  but  wc  bolieve,  in  view  of  the  present  economic 
i'Onditious  surrounding  our  own  and  other  industries,  and  especially  the 
machinations  of  the  judicial  and  political  power  that  have  been  employed 
against  us  in  Alabama,  West"  Virginia,  Colorado,  the  Irwin  I^eld  and 
elsewhere,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  just  as  necessary  for  the 
workers  of  this  land  to  unite  on  the  political  as  on  the  industrial  field. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  substitute  offered  by  the 
oommittee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  No.  12 — We  all  recognize,  at  least  we  have 
in  recent  years,  that  action  upon  the  political  field  is  necessary,  and  during 
the  ptjriod  we  have  recognized  that  necessity,  we  have  yet  followed  in  the 
same  political  footsteps  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  so  to  merely  adopt  a 
resolution  recognizing  the  necessity  of  uniting  politically  and  economically, 
without  pointing  out  a  way  whereby  we  can  organize  or  unite  politically  in 
a  successful  manner — the  mere  passing  of  such  a  resolution  will  be  of  no 
j^roat  material  value.  Whenever  we  criticize  or  try  to  pull  down  something, 
we  ought  to  have  something  to  put  in  its  place.  There  is  no  use  in  telling 
the  workers  to  organize  politically  or  unite  politically.  We  have  done  that; 
wo  are  doing  it  now,  but  our  political  unity  has  not  been  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. Organize  politically,  but  do  it  in  the  right  way.  The  Republican  and 
Democratic  pirties  ha\e  deceived  a  great  majority  of  the  workers,  and 
when  the  workers  went  to  the  ballot  box  to  vote  for  democratic  and  repub- 
lican parties,  thoy  wore  united  politically,  but  n\9t  in  the  right  way. 

If  the  resolution  would  go  so  far  as  to  say:  *^We  recognize  the  Socialist 
party  as  a  working  class  party,''  thon  you  might  be  doing  something  and 
yet  not  violate  your  constitution.  You  would  not  necessarily  be  endorsing 
it  or  adopting  it,  yet  you  would  bo  recognizing  the  only  political  party  in 
America  that  stands  for  the  interests  of  the  working  class.  I  know  that 
there  are  a  groat  many  delegates — and  a  majority  of  them — who  do  not 
agree  with  me  politically,  and  as  far  as  the  Socialist  party  as  a  party  is 
concerned,  it  caros  very  little,  but  the  Socialist  party  wants  the  workers 
united.  Thoy  want  the  workers  united  on  the  political  field  at  the  ballot 
box,  the  same  as  tboy  march  together  on  Labor  Day,  or  as  they  strike  to- 
gether and  walk  out  together,  and  as  thoy  are  locked  in  together  for  con- 
tempt of  court. 

Delegate  Denipsoy.  District  No.  1 — A  point  of  order.  Hesolution  No.  74 
is  in  conflict  with  our  constitution,  which  provides  that  there  shall  be 
nothing  to  interfere  with  our  religious  or  political  freedom. 
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President  White — The  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken,  because  the 
committee  pointed  that  out  and  offered  a  substitute  therefor.  The  speaker 
is  pointing  out  that  it  is  not  in  violation  of  the  constitution. 

Delegate  Germer — Kven  though  this  convention  were  to  adopt  the  reso- 
lution endorsing  the  Socialist  party  as  the  only  working  class  party,  Dele- 
gate Dempsey  could  continue  to  vote  with  the  Democratic  or  Republican 
party.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  would  not  interfere  with  his  political 
freedom  at  all,  or  that  of  iny  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica. We  ar'*  only  pointing  out  an  immediate  necessity  that  exists  and  hold- 
ing up  a  light  to  guide  you  away  from  the  danger  that  confronts  the  Ameri- 
can labor  movement  in  the  form  of  our  federal* judiciary,  which  is  issuing 
injunctions  and  throwing  members  of  the  organizfitions  in  jail,  tearing  or- 
ganizations to  pieces  and  ordering  men  not  to  strike,  or  ordering  them  to  go 
and  scab  as  Judge  Wright  did  in  East  St.  Louis  a  few  years  ago,  and  I  have 
not  heard  a  prominent  Democrat  or  Republican  in  this  convention  get  up 
and  say  that  his  paity  was  opposed,  to  the  decision  of  Judge  Wright,  and 
becanse  of  that  they  were  going  to  leave  the  Republican  party. 

A  few  more  rulings  from  Judge  Wright  and  a  few  more  rulings  from 
Judge  Humphrey  will  cause  you  to  exercise  your  p'olitical  freedom  in  a 
different  way  than  you  have  exercised  it  in  the  past.  You  can  exercise 
your  political  freedom  in  the  manner  you  sec  lit.  If  you  can  stand  it,  I  can. 
I  have  for  thirty-one  years.  But  back  at  home  the  men  that  you  represent 
and  those  that  are  depending  on  them  are  demanding  some  relief  from  the 
Russianized  judiciary  that  we  have  in  America  and  that  we  are  asked  and 
pleaded  with  to  revere  and  respect.  What  has  the  Democratic  party  or  the 
Republican  party  as  a  party  done  in  the  interest  of  laborf  (Voice:  ''Noth- 
ing.'')  Yea,  it  has;  "it  has  thrown  you  in  jail,  and  still  many  have  gone 
back  and  voted  for  the  jail  again. 

This  morning  we  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  for  the  government 
ownership  of  all  industries.  Wliat  party  outside  of  the  Socialist  party 
stands  for  government  ownership  of  that  class  of  property?  Does  the 
Republican  party  stand  for  it?  (Voice:  "Xo.")  Does  the  Democratic 
party f  (Voice:  ^'No. '0  Then  what  are  you  going  to  do?  Arc  you  going 
10  be  consistent  with  your  action  this  morning f     1  hope  so. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  that  every  year,  year  after  year,  as  I  come 
to  the  convention,  I  find  more  and  more  delegates  wlio  are  going  to  be  eon- 
Mstent  with  the  action  you  took  this  morning  when  you  advocated  govern- 
ment ownership  of  all  industries.     The  workers  are  appealing  to  you  not  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


::iS 

<^uijiU  Jii  I  he  wav  of  tlieir  progrr^HM  and  in  the  way  of  their  emancipatioii.  If 
\i.i-:  vKorkvrh  niatui  toj;«;tl!er  politically  as  they  stand  together  in  their  unions 
J•.^  workiij;^;  men.  then;  is  no  power  here  or  hereafter  that  can  keep  them 
irom  ^\if'/ tfhti.  The  Mork'Ts  should  uuite  politically  as  well  as  economically 
in  tL»>  jjutereHth  of  the  workinjf  class.  The  labor  movement  is  based  upon 
the  eJasfcs  Kiru^nlo.  and  tlir*  irnuneiit  you  recognize  the  class  struggle  you  will 
pi'1  Jiid^'  Ja<'!<t«oii,  .)ud^;<*  Wrij^ht  and  Judge  Humphrey  down  for  all  time 
to  t'itsmt.  Vou  wi'l  \oti*  lh<*  Social i».t  ti<*ket,  not  because  T  say  so,  but  be- 
<'auKe  th«*  '-orporatif'PK  are  going  to  for<*e  you  to  do  so. 

Vow,  th<y  tell  iih  the  Socialist  [»urty  or  the  Socialists  are  going  to 
destroy  the  unions,  that  th<»y*want  to  disrupt  the  labor  movement.  Let  me 
ask,  has  the  SorialiHt  party  in  Germany  destroyed  the  labor  movement  of 
(jermany.  Hive  the  Social iHts  of  Kngland,  the  Socialists  of  France,  the 
HocialiHts  of  Italy,  Spain  or  any  civilized  nation  in  the  world  ever  broken 
lip  a  union/  Hvery  active  Soi'ialist  in  Germany,  every  active  Socialist 
everywheie  is  either  a  member  of  a  trades  union  or  working  hand-in-hand 
with  the  tracirs  unions,  using  the  political  machinery  of  city,  state  and 
nation  in  tho  interestH  of  the  union  and  the  working  classes.  Whether  you 
want  it  or  not  you  will  be  driven  to  it  sooner  or  later. 

Many  of  you  here  remem})er  in  1906  when  the  delegates  threatened  to 
throw  the  present  Vice-President,  Duncan  McDonald  and  myslf,  out  of  the 
convention  for  ndvocating  it.  Many  of  those  delegates  who  did  not, want 
it  then  want  if  nr»\v.  They  realize  we  were  right  then,  and  they  are  going 
to  be  right   now  and  horeafter. 

DelegiJo  SrgloHki,  District  No.  12 — Mr.  Chairman  and  (gentlemen  of 
this  (yonvnntion:  Onr  lornl  is  not  in  very  good  condition  to  pay  men  to 
htay  hero  for  a  month  or  longer.  Are  we  going  to  talk  on  this  sort  of 
thing  all  day/  Von  hnve  started  talking  politics,  but  you  had  better  take 
thi*  poliiicH  htuni*  and  talk  tliem  in  the  local  unions.  The  mine  workers 
W()rk  hani  a  ml  nmUe  (Ifty  rents  a  day  sometimes,  and  they  are  paying  us 
five  dolhuH  a  dny  \u  Ntay  hore.  We  ought  to  attend  to  business  and  throw 
poIiticH  iMit  of  this  .M»nv«Mihon.  We  rannot  do  any  good  if  we  stay  here 
throe  weeks  and  ^penjl  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  miners'  money 
unless  we  get  down  to  business. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  No.  112  Mr.  l*resident,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
substitute  of  the  committee  for  sev(»ral  reasons.  The  most  particular  one  of 
all  is  that  sinre  we  huNe  Ihm'u  t»rganized,  and  we  have  been  organized  ever 
since  I  can  remember  -since  l8Si>-  -we  have  always  been  crying  for  indus- 
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trial  organizatiuji;  .'lud  we  are  still  goin^  along  the  same  old  line.  I  am  iu 
favor  of  an  industrial  organization  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  workers 
politically.  It  is  the  only  school  the  workers  of  this  country  have  got.  The 
workers  of  this  country  have  got  to  organize  politically,  if  we  ever  expect 
to  get  out  of  the  old  rut  wo  are  in.  Tf  we  have  been  making  a  mistake  for 
all  these  years,  for  heaven's  Siike,  let's  get  wiso.  If  wo  have  not  got  a  rem- 
edy, let's  get  one,  and  if  the  Socialist  pnrty  is  the  remedy — and  I  believe  it 
is^ — let's  get  into  it  and  vote  right. 

Delegate  Dinoski — ^I  rise,  not  to  make  a  sjKieeh  here,  because  I  am  not 
able  to  do  that,  but  to  give  a  little  of  my  experience. 

Delegate  McDonald,  Distrir't  12 — We  are  not  hearing  a  word  the  gen- 
tleman is  saying.  We  have  no  objection  to  his  having  a  conversation  with 
the  Chair,  hut  some  of  us  Socialists  are  afraid  he  is  saying  something  about 
us  and  we  want  to  hear  it. 

Delegate  Dinoski — I  will  tell  yon  one  thing,  brothers,  and  that  is,  if 
you  stand  by  the  old  partif's  we  will  never  get  ahead.  Take  a  man  who 
belongs  to  the  Democratic,  or  Republican  parties,  and  in  Washington  when 
they  make  the  laws  they  give  the  workers  the  worst  of  it.  The  eight-hour 
law  and  the  compensation  law  is  for  nothing  but  the  benefit  of  the  oper- 
ators. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  No.  25 — Mr.  Chairman,  T  am  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  and  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of  our  Reso- 
lution Ck>mniittee,  for  this  reason:  We  have  boon  organized  for  twelv<, 
years  in  the  Mine  Workers'  organization.  Today  in  my  home  town  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  we  have  from  sixty  to  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  miners 
on  the  Bichmond  track  that  arc  in  debt  from  sixty  to  two  and  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  if  we  ever  exp'ect  to  get  out  of  this  rut  we  have  got  to 
adopt  some  political  party.  Now.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Socialist 
party  is  that  party  that  we  should  ado]>t  and  maintain  as  our  political  or- 
ganization, yet  I  want  to  hear  the  other  brothers  voice  their  oi)iuions.  If 
they  can  show  me  any  reason  why  w^e  should  adoj^t  the  Republican  or  the 
Democratic  ptirties  and  support  them  as  a  labor  institution  for  the  interest 
of  our  fellow  workers  at  home,  then  I  am  ready  to  throw  my  vote  in  that 
direction  and  endorse  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties,  Imt  until  they 
do  that,  realizing  that  we  have  got  to  have  a  political  party,  that  we  have 
got  to  gain  political  control  of  this  country,  that  we  have  got  to  take  hold 
of  the  reins  of  government  of  this  country — we  will  see  our  membership 
thrown  into  jail.     We  have  seen  them  sentenced,  and  when  one  man  came 
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r^it  on  parole  tlie  judge  sGDtenitcd  him  back  to  the  work  house  or  jail  be- 
muse he  wouhl  not  work  as  a  scab.  That  is  what  your  Republican  and 
Democratic  judges  do.  We  should  not  support  something  that  is  trying  to 
tear  down  our  organization.  As  I  said,  if  you  can  show  me  why  we  should 
endorse  the  Republican  or  Democratic  parties,  I  will  do  so,  but  until  they 
do  that,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution. 

Delegate  WsJker  (.1.  H.),  District  No.  12 — I  disagree  with  the  eommit- 
lee  and  with  some  others  who  have  taken  the  ground  that  this  conflicts 
with  the  clause  in  our  constitution  which  states  that  nothing  in  it  shall 
interfere  with  our  political  or  religious  freedom,  and  that  this  is  a  good 
jrround  for  opposing  this  resolution.  We  are  making  a  new  constitution 
to  take  effect  at  the  time  when  the  present  constitution  is  not  in  force,  and 
it  will  not  necessarily  mean  that  what  is  in  the  constitution  now  will  bo 
in  conflict  so  far  as  it  works  out  in  practical  effect  w^ith  the  present  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  listened  carefully  to  the  two  brothers  who  have 
remonstrated  with  the  convention  for  using  up  time  considering  the  polit- 
ical situation.  They  say  they  are  here  and  sent  here  to  make  a  wage  scale 
f(»r  our  members,  and  not  to  consider  the  political  situation.  I  want  to 
say  to  those  loot  hers  that  for  the  veiy  reason  they  gave  for  being  opposed 
to  the  yiolitical  situation  being  considered,  for  that  very  reason  more  than 
:«]1  other  reasons  combined,  we  should  consider  the  political  situation.  If, 
in  presenting  our  deninnds  to  the  operators  we  ask  for  substantial  progress, 
if  we  ask  for  what  we  are  entitled  to,  an«l  we  are  forced  to  go  into  a  strug- 
gle, the  result  oi  our  work  on  the  ])olitical  field  may  determine  whether 
we  win  what  we  ask  for  or  lose,  if  not  actually  determine  whether  we  will 
lose  or  maintain  our  entire  organization. 

J  say  to  you  that  I  would  go  into  a  strugggle  for  better  wages  and 
renditions  with  a  jjreat  cleal  better  heart  and  feeling  a  great  deal  better 
about  it  if  we  bad  given  tlie  political  situation  the  consideration  it  was 
entitled  to  in  the  past.  If  1  knew  the  workers  had  carefully  considered 
{hr  ]K)liti«  al  situation,  and  how  the  influence  of  the  men  elected  by  their 
political  action  or  vote?*  would  be  exerted,  1  say  to  you  that  if  I  knew  that 
they  ha<l  given  it  that  consideration  and  had  done  the  thing  that  should 
he  done  in  their  own  interest,  I  would  feel  a  great  deal  more  sure  if  we 
went  into  a  struggle  that  our  efforts  would  be  crowned  with  success. 

J  want  to  ask  you  a  question,  and  I  want  you  to  ask  it  of  yourselves, 
if  in  the  last  election  in  our  country  you  had  elected  a  president  of  these 
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United  States  from  your  ranks,  whose  interests  and  sympatbies  were  with 
you — one  you  knew  would  give  you  a  square  deal,  and  when  there  was  a 
doubt  ^ve  you  the  benefit  of  that  doubt — one  who  would  appoint  supreme 
judges  who  would  treat  you  in  the  same  way;  if  you  had  elected  governors 
in  each  of  the  state  of  the  same  caliber;  if  you  had  elected  sheriffs  and 
men  in  your  own  city  administrations  who  were  in  sympathy  with  you,  and 
who  yon  knew  if  you  had  to  go  into  a  struggle  on  the  first  of  April  would 
do  everything  in  their  power  to  help  you  win,  are  you  not  quite  sure  you 
would  get  a  great  deal  better  contract  than  you  are  going  to  get,  and  that 
you  would  get  it  a  great  deal  easier  than  you  will  get  anything  like  a  decent 
f'outract  with  things  as  they  arc? 

I  want  to  say  to  you  that  the  time  has  about  come  when  our  constitu- 
tion which  provides  for  the  absolute  prohibition  of  the  use  of  the  infiuenee 
of  our  organization  politically  should  be  amended  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  time  and  enable  us  to  use  our  power  and  organization 
ill  such  way.  as  to  get  the  best  results  for  ourselves  and  our  families.  1 
say  to  you  that  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Socialist  party.  I  tried  to 
get  you  to  come  into  that  party.  I  want  out  of  that  party  and  tried  to 
get  you  to  come  together  politically  outside  of  it.  Now  I  am  back  in. 
I  have  done  my  best  to  get  you  together  on  the  political  field  by  every 
means  I  thought  possible. 

It  does  not  make  any  difference  whether  you  listen  to  men  appealing 
and  pleading  with  you  to  modify  your  constitution  and  take  steps  looking 
to  united  action  politically — ^if  you  do  not  listen  to  the  pleading  freely  and 
willingly,  yon  will  pay  the  cost,  and  you  will  finally  be  driven  to  it  by  your 
I'mployers.  They  are  giving  consideration  to  the  other  end.  They  have 
got  their  man  in  as  president;  they  have  their  men  in  as  governors;  they 
have  their  men  in  as  sheriffs;  they  have  their  men  seated  on  the  judge's 
bench  ready  to  issue  any  kind  of  injunctions  they  want.  They  have  got 
control  of  the  militia  and  army  to  enforce  the  rulings  of  these  judges,  put 
you  in  jail,  beat  you  up,  or  kill  you,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  defeat  you. 
They  are  doing  all  this,  as  well  as  having  their  compact  organization  on 
the  economic  field,  and  until  you  take  steps  to  meet  them  you  are  going 
to  go  into  an  unequal  battle.  You  are  greatly  handicapped,  and  when  you 
fitop  to  consider  the  fact  it  is  as  plain  as  the  nose  on  your  face,  that  if  you 
only  make  up  your  mind  to  organize  politically  you  will  forget  the  past 
and  only  recognize  the  present,  yourself  and  your  own  family,  and  organ- 
ize and  do  the  best  vou  can  for  them. 
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While  there  are  only  thirteen  out  of  every  hundred  of  them,  there  are 
eighty-seven  of  us.  We  can  elect  whom  we  please.  We  can  handle  this  gov- 
ernment in  such  way  as  to  got  justice.  That  is  all  we  ask.  There  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not,  and  there  is  absolutely  every  reason  why  we 
should  organize  ]»olitically,  and  I  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  catering 
to  the  man  who,  because  he  does  not  get  everything  he  asks  for  now  be- 
lieves the  <'ountry  is  going  to  the  dogs;  but  I  am  appealing  to  you  to  organ- 
ize, get  together  on  some  policy  that  will  keep  you  together  and  give  you 
the  benefit  of  your  combined  strength  on  election  day.  If  you  do  this  you 
will  get  much  bettor  contracts,  and  get  them  easier.  There  will  be  less 
necessity  for  commissary  or  picketing  or  anything  else,  and  you  will  get 
it  with  no  more  cost  in  the  maintenance  of  your  own  organization. 

T  know  it  will  be  mighty  hard  for  a  few  of  the  boys  that  have  been 
getting  five  or  ten  dollars  every  election  day  and  a  few  cigars  or  a  glass 
of  beer,  to  give  it  up.  God  knows  they  haven't  got  any  too  much,  and  I 
would  not  want  to  take  that  off  of  them,  and  if  I  didn't  know  we  could 
give  them  a  good  deal  more  if  they  will  ^et  in  with  the  rest  and  stand 
together  and  abide  by  the  common  cause,  I  would  not  ask  them  to  give 
it  up.  We  can  give  them  a  thousand  times  more,  and  they  will  not  need 
to  sell  their  manhood,  prostitute  their  souls  and  betray  themselves  and 
their  own  families  in  order  to  get  it.  All  they  need  to  do  is  to  stand  out 
in  the  open  like  men.  They  need  not  get  under  cover,  under  the  table  or 
behind  a  bed.  They  can  stand  out  in  the  broad  daylight  and  discuss  any 
problem  openly  and  honestly,  following  only  the  dictates  of  their  conscience 
and  their  good  judgment  and  common  sense. 

I  hope  if  this  is  not  done  here,  what  little  has  come  out  in  this  dis- 
cussion may  be  beneficial,  to  the  end  that  in  the  near  future  we  will  be 
able  to  persuade  our  members  to  get  together  pt)litically,  "so  that  the  injunc- 
tion and  the  bayonet  and  the  bullet,  if  they  have  to  be  used,  can  bo  used 
(*n  tlio  pirates  and  <>ppros><ors,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  weak  and  in  the 
iiitorost  of  your  own  family  and  fireside. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  25 — This  seems  to  be  the  Socialist  inning 
today.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  question  of  Socialism  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  at  home.  The  Socialist  party  is  a  political 
party.  I  am  not  going  to  abuse  the  intelligence  of  the  people  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  by  discussing  politics  here.  We  are  an  industrial  organi- 
.  zation.  We  have  two  questions  before  the  house — one  committing  us  to 
the  Socialist  i>ar1y.  the  other  a  substitute  of  the  committee.     I  am  in  favor 
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of  the  substitute.  I  do  not  want  to  discuss  Socialism  here  in  the  mine 
workers '  organization.  You  have  no  right  to  commit  me  *to  any  political 
party.  I  have  just  as  much  right  to  insist  that  you  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  as  you  have  that  I  shall  vote  the  Socialist  ticket.  Furthermore,  1 
don't  want  dny  issue  with  the  boys  that  advocate  Socialism.  I  want  to 
serve  ^notice  on  you  now  that  you  cannot  legislate  men  good. 

If  Socialism  is  a  good  thing,  go  on  with  it  in  your  own  way,  and  it 
will  come  i«s  other  reforms  come;  but  don't  try  to  force  these  things  on 
us.  You  know  what  Socialism  is  today,  but  you  don  H  know  what  it  will  be 
when  it  is  composed  of  us  ** rotten  Democrats  and  Republicans.''  Let  us 
4*ut  this  nonsense  out.  Gentlemen,  this  resolution  in  my  opinion  was  only 
Introduced  here  by  some  one  to  give  the  politicians  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
plode here.     That  is  my  idea. 

A  Delegate — We  have  come  to  a  discussion  this  afternoon  that  seems 
to  be  familiar,  it  is  very  familiar  to  some  pteople  in  the  hall.  In  1912 — 
** twelve"  is  a  very  significant  figure  on  the  dial  of  time.  It  either  points 
to  the  noon  hour  or  the  midnight  hour.  The  midnight  is  past;  the  noon- 
day is  here  by  the  sentiments  of  the  delegates  present.  Let  me  tell  you, 
brothers,  this  matter  of  dealing  with  a  class-conscious  party  should  come 
up  in  a  labor  organization.  I  want  any  delegate  to  come  forward  here  and 
dispute  these  figures:  Forty-two  injunctions  here  issued  against  labor  by 
the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties.  An  injunction  was  issued  ajid  one 
labor  leader  was  thrown  into  jail.  Eugene  Debs,  as  you  know,  was  thrown 
into  Woodstock  jail,  and  all  the  way  down  through  the  wrecks  of  the  strug- 
gles of  labor  our  men  have  been  persecuted  for  trying  to  emancipate  them- 
selves by  the  only  weapon  they  had,  the  strike.  Vote  right  and  you  will 
strike  that.  That  is  my  idea,  and  has  been  for  years,,  and  I  am  glad  that 
the  sentiment  is  growing. 

I  do  not  believe  in  seceding  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
You  can  do  more  from  within  the  ranks  than  you  can  from  the  outside. 
Keep  in  and  work  along  these  linos.  I  wius  thinking  of  the  old  man  and 
his  little  boy  sowing  seeds.  The  little  boy  plants  his  seeds  in  the  ground 
and  in  a  few  days  he  rakes  the  ground  off  to  see  if  the  seed  is  growing, 
instead  of  waiting  for  the  proper  time  for  the  seed  to  develop.  That  .is  the 
way  with  some  of  the  delegates.  They  are  so  anxious  to  bring  about  this 
revolution  that  they  are  not  waiting  for  the  proper  time  for  the  seed  which 
they  are  sowing  broadcast  all  over  the  country  today  to  grow  and  develop 
its  fruitage;  but  it  is  coming  just  as  sure  as  the  day  follows  the  night. 
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we  have  to  eousider  tho  matter  that  is  peiidiog  before  the  house,  and  the 
substitute,  1  contend,  covers  Ihjit  question  absolutely. 

Delegate  Green  (Wni.),  District  No.  6 — I  am  going  to  raise  a  point  of 
order  on  the  substitute.  The  point  of  order  I  desire  to  raise  is  this:  That 
the  resolution  pending  before  the  convention  provides  for  secession  from 
the  American  labor  movement.  The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer 
deals  with  instructions  to  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
One  is  dealing  with  the  policy  to  be  i>ursued  by  the  delegates  who  attend 
the  American  Federation  pf  Labor  convention,  and  the  resolution  specifically 
provides  for  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  secede  from  the  labor 
movement.  *The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Germer  should  come  up 
separate  and  apart  from  the  question  under  consideration. 

Delegate  Germer — May  I  ask  Delojjate  Green  a  question? 

President   White — W'ith   his   permission. 

Delegate  G'ermer — Doesn  't  the  second  clause  of  tlie  resolution  cover 
the  question  covered  by  the  substitute? 

Delegate  Green — I  think  not. 

President  White — The  Chair  was  of  the  opinion  that  some  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  resolution  pertaining  to  the  form  of  organization  in  which 
we  were  interested  was  covered  by  the  original  resolution.  The  committee 
and  the  Chair  stated  to  this  convention  several  times  during  the  discussions 
that  the  committee  had  resolutions  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  form 
of  industrial  organization;  yet  the  committee  did  not  report  a  substitute  to 
this  resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  they  believed  in. 
They  non-concurred  in  this  resolution  for  the  reason  tliat  they  believed  it 
spelled  secession,  but  we  must  admit  that  there  is  a  part  contained  in  the 
resolution  dealing  with  the  form  of  organization  that  is  to  be  desired  by 
the  American  Federation  of  liabor,  and  >here  were  two  or  three  convenient 
ways  by  which  the  convention  could  have  acted  wisely  on  the  matter,  with- 
out at  this  late  time  involving  any  controvesy  as  to  our  ])osition  on  it.  They 
could  have  either  deferred  action  on  this  resolution  until  they  heard  the 
rept)rt  of  the  committee  wherein  they  claimed  they  were  dealing  with  this 
|)articular  question,  and  at  that  time  could  have  decided  the  question  in- 
volved in  this  resolution  pertaining  to  secession.  A  strict  construction  of 
the  resolution  would,  1  believe,  make  it  out  of  order  at  this  time,  inasmuch 
as  it  deuls  with  two  specific  subject *<,  and  we  do  not  get  a  declared  ex- 
pression on  the  question  of  secession;  therefore,  the  point  of  order  is  sus- 
tained. 
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Delegate  Lewis — 1  move  to  substitute  Kesolution  No.  118,  for  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  Resolution  No.  107.     It  reads  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  118. 

Edgemont,  111.,  January  4,  1912. 

Whereas,  We  realize  that  an  industrial  form  of  organization  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  working  class  in  its  struggle  with  the  employers;  and 
we  also  realize  that  our  own  interests  as  mine  workers  are  firmly  bound  up 
with  the  ictereets  of  every  other  member  of  the  working  class,  and  recog- 
nizing that  the  craft  form  of  organization  cannot  any  longer  protect  the 
workers  in  their  struggle  with  the  better  organized  employing  class;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  next  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  the  immediate  forma- 
tion of  industrial  unions  in  place  of  the  present  craft  organizations  within 
its  ranks. 

Adopted  by  L.  U.  No.  2708. 

G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 
JAMBS  MASON,  Secretary. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Lewis  was  seconded. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  entire  matter 
pending  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  that  they  make 
a  report  on  the  two  subject  matters  separately.     (Seconded.) 

I  make  that  motion  in  order  to  get  out  of  this  tangle,  and  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  to  the  committee.  They  report  that  they  already  have  a  reso- 
lution on  this  matter  that  they  have  not  presented,  and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  to  allow  the  committee  to  make  its  rep'ort  covering  both  matters,  and 
then  we  can  act  on  it. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  No.  25 — As  I  understand  the  situation,  at 
the  present  time  there  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  Resolution  No.  107. 
That  is  all  that  is  before  the  house,  since  the  chair  ruled  Brother  Germer's 
motion  out  of  order,  so  we  should  vote  on  this  proposition  and  settle  the 
question  now  and  not  take  up  a  lot  of  unnecessary  time  here.  Let  us  give 
an  expression  right  now  on  the  subject  whether  or  not  we  will  secede.  I  am 
not  for  ppceding,  and  let  us  serve  notice  right  now  that  we  are  not. 

The  motion  to  refer  back  to  the  committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  No.  22 — I  arose  to  ask  a  question  before  the 
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inotioa  was  put.  Does  it  in<.'lu*ie  that  tUe  rt^olutions  will  be  presented  in 
their  regular  onler,  so  th»t  wo  will  get  the  matter  clearly  before  us?  1 
understand  there  are  three  or  i'our  resolatiou:*  included  in  this.  I  hope 
Brother  Walker  included  that  they  be  grouped. 

Delegate  Walker — The  intention  of  the  motion  was  to  include  all  the 
renolntions  bearing  on  these  two  questions,  so  the  committee  can  bring  in 
a  clear-cut  report. 

Delegate  Feehan.  District  N'o.  5 — A  question  of  information.  I  desire 
to  ask  if  President  Gompers  of  the  American  IVderation  of  Labor  has  been 
extended  an  invitation  to  attend  this  convention,  or  do  you  know  whether 
cr  not  he  *rx|»t»cts  to  be  here? 

President  White — I  have  no  knowledge  that  an  invitation  has  been  ex- 
tended to  President  Gompers,  and  have  no  knowleilge  that  he  will  be  here. 

Delegate  Feehan — Would  a  motion  be  in  order  at  this  time  to- extend 
r»n  invitation  to  Presid»^nt  Gompers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Liabor 
to  address  the  convention  on  this  particular  question? 

President  White — Xot  at  this  time,  unless  we  suspend  the  regular  order. 
There  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  the  report  of  the  CommiMee  on 
Resolutions. 

Delegate  I^Ackey.  se^-retary  of  the  committee,  rontlnued  the  report  as  fol- 
lows : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  42. 

Manifold,  Pa..  December  23,  1911. 
i^or^al  (Jnion  1352,  District  5. 
1o  the  *}fhr*:rn  ami  Delegaf^-s  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Wher»fa«,  We  consider  the  f>resent  unsanitary  conditions  of  the  average 
miDing  camfm  a  source  of  danger  and  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  people; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  take  some  action  which  shall  have  a 
tendency  to  improve  the  conditions  of  said  camps. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MARRACINL 
JOHN  FAGAN. 
JOHN   HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONL 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee. 
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The  couiniittee  offered  as  a  suhstituto  for  Kcsolution  No.  41*  the  following; 

We  concur  in  the  spirit  of  the  resolution,  but  cannot  see  how  this 
convention  can  outline  any  hard  and  fast  policy  that  will  bring  relief 
along  that  line,  and  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  various 
districts  for  action. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
rommittee  be   concurred    in. 

Delegate  Esper,  District  No.  12 — I  think  we  have  already  taken  steps 
in  that  direction.  A  resolution  was  passed  at  the  convention  saying  we 
should  take  over  the  industries  of  the  country.  If  we  will  all  work  in  that 
direction,  it  will  not  be  long  until  we  will  have  clean  mining  camps. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  74. 
To  the  OflScers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  emancipation  of  the  workers  can  only  be 
accomplished  through  the  action  of  the  workers  as  a  class;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  class  struggle  between  the  capitalist  class  and  the  work- 
ing class,  the  workers  should  avail  themselves  of  every  weapon  at  their  com- 
mand; and 

Whereas,  The  ballot  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  in  the  hands 
of  the  working  class;  and, 

Whereas,  The  workers  should  work  in  union  and  harmony  on  both  the 
industrial  and  political  fields;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Socialist  party  has  always  and  everywhere  proven  itself 
the  champion  of  the  working  class;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  mine  workers  of  the  entire  country,  adopt  and 
endorse  the  Socialist  party  as  the  political  party  of  the  working  class,  and 
urge  all  workers  to  rally  under  the  banner  of  universal  brotherhood;  and, 
he  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  request  the  officers  and  delegates  of  said  convention 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  adopt  these  or  similar  resolutions. 
(Signed)     DAVID  McKEE,  Secretary  Local  1771. 
ANTON  TROTTER. 
S.  A.  WOODBURY. 

The  committee  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Resolution  74: 

That,  inasmuch  as  our  constitution  provides  that  this  organi- 
zation  shall   be   non-political  and   non-religious,   we   cannot   concur   in  the 
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esolutioD  as  it  rea^lb;  Imt  wo  b«*liovc,  in  view  of  the  present  economic 
onditious  surrounding  our  own  and  other  industries,  and  especially  the 
machinations  of  tlio  judicial  anil  political  power  that  have  been  employed 
against  us  in  Alabama,  West'  Virginia.  Colorado,  the  Irwin  Tield  and 
elsewhere,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  just  as  necessary  for  the 
workers  of  this  land  to  unite  on  the  politieal  as  on  the  industrial  field. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  substitute  offered  by  the 
roinniittee  bo  adopted. 

]>elegate  Germer,  District  No.  J2 — We  all  recognize,  at  least  we  have 
in  recent  yeart(,  that  action  upon  the  political  field  is  necessary,  and  during 
the  ptjriod  we  have  recognized  that  necessity,  we  have  yet  followed  in  the 
same  political  footsteps  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  so  to  merely  adopt  a 
resolution  recognizing  the  necessity  of  uniting  politically  and  economically^ 
without  pointing  out  a  way  whereby  we  can  organize  or  unite  politically  in 
a  successful  man  Tier — the  more  passing  of  such  a  resolution  will  be  of  no 
gn-at  material  value.  Whenever  we  criticize  or  try  to  pull  down  something, 
we  ought  t")  have  soinething  to  put  in  its  place.  There  is  no  use  in  tellings 
the  workers  to  oi^Muize  politically  or  unite  politically.  We  have  done  that; 
we  are  doing  it  now,  hut  our  political  unity  has  not  been  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. Organize  jmlitically,  but  do  it  in  the  right  way.  The  Republican  and 
Democratic  p-irties  huvo  deceived  a  great  majority  of  the  workers,  and 
when  the  workers  went  to  the  ballot  box  to  vote  for  democratic  and  repnb- 
hcjin  parties,  tlicy  wjmc  united  politically,  but  not  in  the  right  way. 

It"  the  r<*s()]nlioTi  would  go  so  far  as  to  say:  ''We  recognize  the  Socialist 
party  as  a  working  .lass  party,"  then  you  might  be  doing  something  and 
yet  not  violnt"  yonr  constitution.  You  would  not  necessarily  be  endorsing 
it  or  ado])ting  it,  yet  vdu  would  be  lecognizing  the  only  p'olitical  party  in 
America  th;it  stJiiids  for  the  interests  of  the  working  class.  I  know  that 
there  are  a  j^reat  many  delegates — and  a  majority  of  them — who  do  not 
agree  with  me  politically,  and  as  far  :is  the  Socialist  ]mrty  as  a  party  is 
concerned,  it  cjires  very  little,  but  the  Socialist  party  wants  the  workers 
united.  They  wjint  the  workers  united  on  the  political  field  at  the  ballot 
liox.  the  s;;nic  as  tliey  march  together  on  Labor  Day,  or  as  they  strike  to- 
gether and  walk  out  togeth«'r,  and  as  they  are  locked  in  together  for  con- 
tempt of  <*ourt. 

Delegate  Deiiipsey.  District  No.  1-  A  point  of  order.  Resolution  No.  74 
is  in  conflict  with  our  constitution,  which  provides  that  there  shall  be 
nothing  to  interfere  with  our  religious  or  political  freedom. 
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President  White — The  poiut  of  order  is  not  well  taken,  because  the 
<^o]ninitt66  pointed  that  out  and  offered  a  substitute  therefor.  The  speaker 
is   pointing  out  that  it  is  not  in  violation  of  the  constitution. 

Delegate  Germer — Even  though  this  convention  were  to  adopt  the  reso- 
^tition  endorsing  the  Socialist  party  as  the  only  working  class  party,  Dele- 
*r--Ate  Dempsey  could  continue  to  vote  with  the   Democratic  or  Republican 
I>*irty.    The  adoption  of  the  resolution  would  not  interfere  with  his  political 
^'Teedom  at  all,  or  that  of  iny  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica.    We  aro  only  pointing  out  an  immediate  necessity  that  exists  and  hold- 
ing up  a  light  to  guide  you  away  from  the  danger  that  confronts  the  Ameri- 
<^-au  labor  movement  in  the  form  of  our  federal* judiciary,  which  is  issuing 
injunctions  and  throwing  members  of  the  organizations  in  jail,  tearing  or- 
K^nizationg  to  pieces  and  ordering  meu  not  to  strike,  or  ordering  them  to  go 
and  scab  as  Judge  Wright  did  in  East  St.  Louis  a  few  years  ago,  and  I  have 
Dot  heard  a  prominent  Democrat  or  Hepublican  in  this  convention  get  up 
and  say  that  his  paity  was  opposed  to  the  decision  of  Judge  Wright,  and 
because  of  that  they  were  going  to  leave  the  Republican  party. 

A  few  more  rulings  from  Judge  Wright  and  a  few  more  rulings  from 
•lud^e  Humphrey  will  cause  you  to  exercise  your  political  freedom  in  a 
(liffcrent  way  than  you  have  exercised  it  in  the  past.  You  can  exercise 
your  political  freedom  in  the  manner  you  see  fit.  If  you  can  stand  it,  I  can. 
I  have  for  thirty-one  years.  But  back  at  home  the  meu  that  you  represent 
and  those  that  are  depending  on  them  are  demanding  some  relief  from  the 
Russianized  judiciary  that  we  have  in  America  and  that  we  are  asked  and 
pleaded  with  to  revere  and  respe«'t.  What  has  the  Democratic  party  or  the 
Republican  party  as  a  party  done  in  the  interest  of  labor?  (Voice:  "Noth- 
ing. *')  Yes,  it  has;  'it  has  thrown  you  in  jail,  and  still  many  have  gone 
hack  and  voted  for  the  jail  again. 

This  morning  we  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  for  the  government 
ownership  of  all  industries.  What  party  outside  of  the  Socialist  party 
stands  for  government  ownership  of  that  class  of  property?  Does  the 
Republican  party  stand  for  it?  (Voice:  '*Xo.'*)  Does  the  Democratic 
partyf  (Voice:  **No. ")  Then  what  are  you  going  to  do?  Arc  you  going 
to  be  consistent  with  your  action  this  morning?     I  hope  so. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  that  every  year,  year  after  year,  as  I  come 
to  the  convention,  I  find  more  and  more  delegates  wlio  are  going  to  be  con- 
sistent with  the  action  you  took  this  morning  when  you  advocated  govern- 
ment ownership  nf  all  industries.     The  workers  are  appealing  to  you  not  to 
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stand  iu  the  way  of  their  progress  and  in  the  way  of  their  emancipation.  If 
the  workers  stand  together  i»olitieally  as  they  stand  together  in  their  unions 
as  workino;  men,  thtre  is  no  power  here  or  hereafter  that  can  keep  them 
from  success.  The  workers  should  unite  politically  as  well  as  economically 
in  the  interests  of  tlie  working  class.  The  labor  movement  is  based  upon 
the  class  strugjjle,  and  the  moment  you  recognize  the  class  struggle  you  will 
put  Judgo  .lackaon,  Jiid^^e  Wright  and  Judge  Humphrey  down  for  all  time 
to  come,  ^'ou  will  vote  the  Socialist  ti<-ket,  not  because  I  say  so,  but  be- 
cause the  corporations  are  going  to  force  you  to  do  so. 

Now.  thev  tell  us  the  Socialist  p^rtv  or  the  Socialists  are  going  to 
destroy  the  unions,  that  they*want  to  disrupt  the  labor  movement.  Let  me 
ask,  has  the  Socialist  party  in  Germany  destroyed  the  labor  movement  of 
Germany.  Have  the  Socialists  of  England,  the  Socialists  of  France,  the 
Socialists  of  Italy,  Spain  or  any  civilized  nation  in  the  world  ever  broken 
up  a  union?  Hvery  active  Socialist  in  Germany,  every  active  Socialist 
everywhere  is  either  a  member  of  a  trades  union  or  working  hand-in-hand 
with  the  trades  unions,  using  the  political  machinery  of  city,  state  and 
nation  in  the  interests  of  the  union  and  the  working  classes.  Whether  you 
w^ant  it  or  not  you  will  be  driven  to  it  sooner  or  later. 

Many  of  you  here  remember  in  1906  when  the  delegates  threatened  to 
throw  the  present  Vice-President,  Duncan  McDonald  and  myslf,  out  of  the 
convention  for  lidvocating  it.  Many  of  those  delegates  who  did  not  want 
it  then  want  it  now.  They  realize  we  were  right  then,  and  they  are  going 
to  be  right  now  and  hereafter. 

Delegate  Scgloski,  District  No.  12 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of 
this  Convention:  Our  local  is  not  in  very  good  condition  to  pay  men  to 
fiitay  here  for  a  month  or  longer.  Are  we  going  to  talk  on  this  sort  of 
thing  all  day?  V'ou  have  started  talking  politics,  but  you  had  better  take 
the  politics  home  and  talk  them  in  the  local  unions.  The  mine  workers 
work  hard  and  make  fifty  cents  a  day  sometimes,  and  they  are  paying  us 
five  dollars  a  day  to  stay  here.  We  ought  to  attend  to  business  and  throw 
politics  out  of  this  convention.  We  cannot  do  any  good  if  we  stay  here 
three  weeks  and  sjvend  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  miners'  money 
unless  we  get  down  to  business. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  No.  12 — Mr.  President,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
substitute  of  the  committee  for  several  reasons.  The  most  particular  one  of 
all  is  that  since  we  hn^e  Ijoen  organized,  and  we  have  been  organized  ever 
since  I  can  remember — since  1880 — we  have  always  been  crying  for  indns- 
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trial  organizatiuHf  and  we  are  still  going  along  the  same  old  line.  I  am  in 
:t'ayor  of  an  industrial  organization  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  workers 
politicaUy.  It  is  the  only  school  the  workers  of  this  country  have  got.  The 
livorkers  of  this  country  have  got  to  organize  politically,  if  we  ever  expect 
to  get  out  of  the  old  rut  wo  are  in.  Tf  we  have  been  making  a  mistake  for 
all  these  years,  for  heaven's  s:ike,  let's  get  wiso.  If  we  have  not  got  a  rem- 
<»dy,  let's  get  one,  and  if  the  Socialist  pjirty  is  tlie  remedy — and  I  believe  it 
is — let's  get  into  it  and  vote  right. 

Delegate  Dinoski — I  rise,  not  to  make  a  speech  here,  because  I  am  not 
aible  to  do  that,  but  to  give  a  little  of  my  experience. 

Delegate  McDonald,  District  12 — We  are  not  hearing  a  word  the  gen- 
tleman is  saying.  We  have  no  objection  to  his  having  a  conversation  with 
i-he  Chair,  but  some  of  ua  Socialists  are  afraid  he  is  saying  something  about 
U8  and  w©  want  to  hear  it. 

Delegate  Dinoski — I  will  tell  you  one  thing,  brothers,  and  that  is,  if 
you  stand  by  the  old  parti#*8  we  will  never  get  ahead.  Take  a  man  who  . 
belongs  to  the  Democratic  or  Republican  parties,  and  in  Washington  when 
they  make  the  laws  they  give  the  workers  the  worst  of  it.  The  eight-hour 
law  and  the  compensation  law  is  for  nothing  but  the  benefit  of  the  oper- 
ators. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  No.  25 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  and  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of  our  Reso- 
lution Committee,  for  this  reason:  We  have  been  organized  for  twelve 
years  in  the  Mine  Workers*  organization.  Today  in  my  home  town  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  we  have  from  sixty  to  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  miners 
on  the  Richmond  track  that  are'  in  debt  from  sixty  to  two  and  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  if  we  ever  exp'ect  to  get  out  of  this  rut  we  have  got  to 
adopt  some  political  party.  Now,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Socialist 
party  is  that  party  that  we  should  adopt  and  maintain  as  our  political  or- 
ganization, yet  I  want  to  hear  the  other  brothers  voice  their  opinions.  If 
they  can  show  me  any  reason  why  we  should  adopt  the  Republican  or  the 
Democratic  parties  and  support  them  as  a  labor  institution  for  the  interest 
of  our  fellow  workers  at  home,  then  I  am  ready  to  throw  my  vote  in  that 
direction  and  endorse  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties,  Imt  until  they 
do  that,  realizing  that  we  have  got  to  have  a  political  party,  that  we  have 
got  to  gain  political  control  of  this  country,  that  we  have  got  to  take  hold 
of  the  reins  of  government  of  this  country — we  will  see  our  membership 
thrown  into  jail.     We  have  seen  them  sentenced,  and  when  one  man  came 
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•  •111  ou  parole  tlie  judge  sentenced  him  back  to  the  work  house  or  jail  be- 
muse he  would  not  work  as  a  scab.  That  is  what  your  Bepubliean  and 
Democratic  judges  do.  We  should  not  support  something  that  is  trying  to 
tear  down  our  organization.  As  I  said,  if  you  can  show  me  why  we  should 
endorse  the  Republican  or  Democratic  parties,  I  will  do  so,  but  until  they 
do  tiiat,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  II.),  District  No.  12 — I  disagree  with  the  commit- 
tee and  with 'some  others  who  have  taken  the  ground  that  this  conflicts 
with  the  clause  in  our  constitution  which  states  that  nothing  in  it  shall 
interfere  with  our  political  or  religious  freedom,  and  that  this  is  a  good 
ground  for  opposing  this  resolution.  We  are  making  a  new  constitution 
to  take  effect  at  the  time  when  the  present  constitution  is  not  in  force,  and 
it  will  not  necessarily  mean  that  what  is  in  the  constitution  now  will  be 
in  conflict  so  far  as  it  works  out  in  practical  effect  with  the  present  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  listened  carefully  to  the  two  brothers  who  have 
remonstrated  with  the  convention  for  using  up  time  considering  the  polit- 
ical situation.  They  say  tliey  are  here  and  sent  here  to  make  a  wage  scale 
for  our  iiUMnl)ers.  and  not  to  consi«ler  tiio  political  situation.  I  want  to 
say  to  these  brtjthers  that  for  the  very  reason  they  gave  for  being  opposed 
to  the  political  situation  being  considered,  for  that  very  reason  more  than 
:»ll  other  reasons  combined,  we  should  consider  the  political  situation.  If, 
in  presenting  our  denunuls  to  the  operators  we  ask  for  substantial  progress, 
if  we  ask  for  what  we  are  entitled  to,  an<l  we  are  forced  to  go  into  a  strug- 
gle, the  result  ot  our  work  on  the  political  field  may  determine  whether 
we  win  what  we  ask  for  or  lose,  if  not  actually  determine  whether  we  will 
lose  or  maintain  our  entire  organization. 

I  say  to  you  that  I  would  go  into  m  strugggle  for  better  wages  and 
eonditions  with  a  great  deal  better  heart  and  feeling  a  great  deal  better 
about  it  if  we  bad  given  the  political  situation  the  consideration  it  was 
entitled  to  iii  the  past.  If  I  knew  the  workers  had  carefully  considered 
the  political  situation,  and  how  the  influence  of  the  men  elected  by  their 
political  action  or  votes  would  be  exerted,  I  say  to  you  that  if  I  knew  that 
they  had  given  it  that  consideration  and  had  doue  the  thing  that  should 
"r)e  done  in  their  own  interest,  I  would  feel  a  great  deal  more  sure  if  we 
went  into  a  struggle  that  our  efforts  would  be  crowned  with  success. 

I  want  to  ask  you  a  question,  and  I  want  you  to  ask  it  of  yourselves, 
if  in  the  last  election  'u  our  country  you  had  elected  a  pjfesident  of  these 
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United  States  from  your  ranks,  whose  interests  and  sympathies  were  with 
yon — one  you  knew  would  give  you  a  square  deal,  and  when  there  was  a 
doubt  give  you  the  benefit  of  that  doubt — one  who  would  appoint  supreme 
judges  who  would  treat  you  in  the  same  way;  if  you  had  elected  governors 
in  each  of  the  state  of  the  same  caliber;  if  you  had  elected  sheriffs  and 
men  in  your  own  city  administrations  who  were  in  sympathy  with  you,  and 
who  yon  knew  if  you  had  to  go  into  a  struggle  on  the  first  of  April  would 
do  everjrthing  in  their  power  to  help  you  win,  are  you  not  quite  sure  you 
would  get  a  great  deal  better  contract  than  you  are  going  to  get,  and  that 
you  would  get  it  a  great  deal  easier  than  you  will  get  anything  like  a  decent 
(contract  with  things  as  they  are? 

I  want  to  say  to  you  that  the  time  has  about  come  when  our  constitu- 
tion which  provides  for  the  absolute  prohibition  of  the  use  of  the  influence 
of  our  organization  politically  should  be  amended  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  time  and  enable  us  to  use  our  power  and  organization 
iii  such  way  as  to  get  the  best  results  for  ourselves  and  our  families.  1 
say  to  you  that  I  have  been  a  niember  of  the  Socialist  party.  I  tried  to 
get  you  to  come  into  that  party.  I  went  out  of  that  party  and  tried  to 
get  you  to  come  together  politically  outside  of  it.  Now  I  am  back  in. 
I  have  done  my  best  to  get  you  together  on  the  political  field  by  every 
means  I  thought  possible. 

It  does  not  make  any  difference  whether  you  listen  to  men  appealing 
and  pleading  with  yon  to  modify  your  constitution  and  take  steps  looking 
to  united  action  politically — ^if  you  do  not  listen  to  the  pleading  freely  and 
willingly,  yon  will  pay  the  cost,  and  you  will  finally  be  driven  to  it  by  your 
employers.  They  are  giving  consideration  to  the  other  end.  They  have 
got  their  man  in  as  president;  they  have  their  men  in  as  governors;  they 
have  their  men  in  as  sheriffs;  they  have  tlieir  men  seated  on  the  judge's 
bench  ready  to  issue  any  kind  of  injunctions  they  want.  They  have  got 
control  of  the  militia  and  army  to  enforce  the  rulings  of  these  judges,  put 
you  in  jail,  beat  you  up,  or  kill  you,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  defeat  you. 
They  are  doing  all  this,  as  well  as  having  their  compact  organization  on 
the  economic  field,  and  until  you  take  steps  to  meet  them  you  are  going 
to  go  into  an  unequal  battle.  You  are  greatly  handicapped,  and  when  you 
f»top  to  consider  the  fact  it  is  as  plain  as  the  nose  on  your  face,  that  if  you 
only  make  up  your  mind  to  organize  politically  you  will  forget  the  past 
and  only  recognize  the  present,  yourself  and  your  own  family,  and  organ- 
ize and  do  the  best  vou  can  for  them. 
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While  there  are  only  thirteen  out  of  every  hundred  of  them,  there  are 
eighty-seven  of  us.  We  can  elect  whom  we  please.  We  can  handle  this  gov- 
ernment in  such  way  as  to  get  justice.  That  is  all  we  ask.  There  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not,  and  there  is  absolutely  every  reason  why  we 
should  organize  politically,  and  I  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  catering 
to  the  man  who,  because  he  does  not  get  everything  he  asks  for  now  be- 
lieves the  country  is  going  to  the  dogs;  but  I  am  appealing  to  you  to  organ- 
ize, get  together  on  some  policy  that  will  keep  you  together  and  give  you 
the  benefit  of  your  combined  strength  on  election  day.  If  you  do  this  you 
will  get  much  better  contracts,  and  get  them  easier.  There  will  be  less 
necessity  for  commissary  or  picketing  or  anything  else,  and  you  will  get 
it  with  no  more  cost  in  the  maintenance  of  your  own  organization. 

I  know  it  will  be  mighty  hard  for  a  few  of  the  boys  that  have  been 
getting  five  or  ten  dollars  every  election  day  and  a  few  cigars  or  a  glass 
of  beer,  to  give  it  up.  God  knows  they  haven't  got  any  too  much,  and  I 
would  not  want  to  take  that  off  of  them,  and  if  I  didn't  know  we  could 
give  them  a  good  deal  more  if  they  will  get  in  with  the  rest  and  stand 
together  and  abide  by  the  common  cause,  I  would  not  ask  them  to  give 
it  up.  We  can  give  them  a  thousand  times  more,  and  they  will  not  need 
to  sell  their  manhood,  prostitute  their  souls  and  betray  themselves  and 
their  own  families  in  order  to  get  it.  All  they  need  to  do  is  to  stand  out 
in  the  open  like  men.  They  need  not  get  under  cover,  under  the  table  or 
behind  a  bed.  They  can  stand  out  in  the  broad  daylight  and  discuss  any 
problem  openly  and  honestly,  following  only  the  dictates  of  their  conscience 
and  their  good  judgment  and  common  sense. 

I  hope  if  this  is  not  done  here,  what  little  has  come  out  in  this  dis- 
cussion may  be  beneficial,  to  the  end  that  in  the  near  future  we  will  bo 
able  to  persuade  our  members  to  get  together  pt)litically,  so  that  the  injunc- 
tion and  the  bayonet  and  the  bullet,  if  they  have  to  be  used,  can  be  used 
on  tlie  pirates  and  oppres^jus,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  weak  and  in  the 
interest  of  your  own  family  and  fireside. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  25 — This  seems  to  be  the  Socialist  inning 
today.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  question  of  Socialism  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  at  home.  The  Socialist  party  is  a  political 
party.  T  am  not  going  to  abuse  the  intelligence  of  the  people  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  by  discussing  pt)litics  here.  We  are  an  industrial  organi- 
,  zation.  We  havo  two  questions  before  the  house — one  committing  us  to 
the  Socialist  party,  the  other  a  substitute  of  the  committee.     I  am  in  favor 
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'^^  tile  substitute.  I  do  iiot  want  to  discuss  Socialism  here  in  the  mine 
workers '  organization.  You  have  no  right  to  commit  me  *to  any  political 
^-rt-y.  I  have  just  as  much  right  to  insist  that  you  vote  the  Democratic 
<^^et  as  you  have  that  I  shall  vote  the  Socialist  ticket.  Furthermore,  1 
^^**-  ^"t  want  ^ny  issue  with  the  boys  that  advocate  Socialism.  I  want  to 
^•"'^'^i    notice  on  you  now  that  you  cannot  legislate  men  good. 

Xf  Socialism  is  a  good  thing,  go  on  with  it  in  your  own  way,  and  it 
'-^  J  come  as  other  reforms  come;  but  don't  try  to  force  these  things  on 
"You  know  what  Socialism  is  today,  but  you  don 't  know  what  it  will  be 
'-•^ix  it  is  composed  of  us  ** rotten  Democrats  and  Republicans."  Let  us 
"^  tiliis  nonsense  out.  Gentlemen,  this  resolution  in  my  opinion  was  only 
^^o<3uced  here  by  some  one  to  give  the  politicians  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
^^^o  here.     That  is  my  idea. 

-A.  Delegate — We  have  come  to  a  discussion  this  afternoon  that  seems 
^     ^e  familiar,  it  is  very  familiar  to  some  people  in  the  hall.     In   1912 — 
^'^^elve"  is  a  very  significant  figure  on  the  dial  of  time.     It  either  points 
^^  "tile  noon  hour  or  the  midnight  hour.     The  midnight  is  past;  the  noon- 
'^y   is  here  by  the  sentiments  of  the  delegates  present.     Let  me  tell  you, 
^"^^thers,  this  matter  of  dealing  with  a  class-conscious  party  should  come 
^P  in  a  labor  organization.     I  want  any  delegate  to  come  forward  here  and 
oispute  these  figures:     Forty-two  injunctions  here  issued  against  labor  by 
t^e  Kepublican  and  Democratic  parties.     An  injunction  was  issued  a^d  one 
labor  leader  was  thrown  into  jail.     Eugene  Debs,  as  you  know,  was  thrown 
into  Woodstock  jail,  and  all  the  way  down  through  the  wrecks  of  the  strug- 
gles of  labor  our  men  have  been  persecuted  for  trying  to  emancipate  them- 
selves by  the  only  weapon  they  had,  the  strike.     Vote  right  and  you  will 
.«<trike  that.     That  is  my  idea,  and  has  been  for  years,,  and  I  am  glad  that 
the  sentiment  is  growing. 

I  do  not  believe  in  seceding  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Vou  can  do  more  from  within  the  ranks  than  you  can  from  the  outside. 
Keep  in  and  work  along  these  lines.  I  was  thinking  of  the  old  man  and 
his  little  boy  sowing  seeds.  The  little  boy  plants  his  seeds  in  the  ground 
5*nd  in  a  few  days  he  rakes  the  ground  off  to  see  if  the  seed  is  growing, 
instead  of  waiting  for  the  proper  time  for  the  seed  to  develop.  That  is  the 
•way  with  some  of  the  delegates.  They  are  so  anxious  to  bring  about  this 
revolution  that  they  are  not  waiting  for  the  proper  time  for  the  seed  which 
they  are  sowing  broadcast  all  over  the  country  today  to  grow  and  develop 
its  fruitage;  but  it  is  coming  just  as  sure  as  the  day  follows  the  night. 
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for  years  in  the  TTint«:»d  States,  and  the  >{roat  ])artiea  we  have  been  votins; 
for  in  the  past.  Xo  kitten  prowls  for  :i  t-at.  Man  is  the  only  animal  that 
lives  upon  its  young.  It  would  be  a  wonderful  thing  if  we  could  keep  our 
children  at  home  and  in  the  schools  and  put  our  wives  in  homes  instead  of 
bhucks. 

These  conditions  ought  to  be  looked  into  by  every  individual  that  be- 
longs to  the  Jiuman  family,  because  they  would  help  bring  about  conditions 
that  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  any  raise  of  wages.  80.  therefore, 
r  am  in  hearty  sympathy  with  endorsing  the  Socialist  ]>arty  in  the  very 
near  future,  if  not  at  present,  but  here  are  the  things  I  think  we  ought  to 
look  into.  I  would  rather  have  every  man  in  the  Tnited  States  first  study 
and  look  into  and  find  out  what  Socialism  actually  is  before  he  accepts  it. 
A  great  many  of  us  have  failed  to  do  that,  and  those  that  fail  to  do  it  are 
the  ones  that  are  objecting  to  a  political  j»arty  being  endorsed  by  the 
I'nited  Mire  Workers. 

Delegate  Jenkins  (W.  M.),  District  14 — I  am  here  representing  two 
locals,  No.  679  and  No.  1429.  I  have  lived  about  and  worked  in  the  mines 
with  my  associates  that  sent  me  here  for  thirty  years  past,  and  I  did  not 
know  they  were  going  to  send  me  here  to  discuss  any  public  sentiment  in 
the  matter  of  p"olitics.  T  came  here  for  the  welfare  of  our  organization, 
leaving  out  the  Democratic  party  or  the  Republican  party  or  the  Socialist 
party.  Among  our  300  men  we  may  have  30  or  40  ])er  cent.  Socialists,  but 
they  had  that  much  confidence  in  me  not  to  instruct  me  to  bring  nip  either 
of  these  parties,  but  to  look  out  for  their  welfare  and  the  wage  scale  and 
the  protection  of  the  rights  of  our  organization.  If  this  great  matter  should 
be  settled  tn  party  lines,  it  should  be  taken  into  each  and  every  local  and 
<iiscussed  for  three  or  four  nutnths  before  we  come  before  a  great  body  of 
men,  each  of  whom  represent  from  one  hundred  to  five  hundred  men.  That 
IS  my  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  whole  thing. 

This  is  the  first  time  1  ever  attended  an  International  convention,  but 
I  have  attended  state  conventions.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  oppression 
of  men  under  the  Democrats  and  Republicans.  We  do  not  get  handled 
right.  Whoso  fault  is  it?  It  is  your  fault,  because  you  do  not  put  the 
right  kind  of  men  in  oflSce. 

Delegate  Susnar,  District  0 — I  am  more  than  jdeased  that  this  question 
has  come  up  today  before  the  delegates  of  the  Ignited  Mine  Workers.  For 
years  and  years  certain  individuals  in  the  labor  movement  have  said  the 
working   class  should   take  an  interest   in   politics.     It   seems  to   me   it    is 
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coming  to  the  point  faster  every  year,  and  there  is  more  oppression  on 
account  of  the  master  class  and  the  judges  of  this  country  toward  the  work- 
ing class.  Today  we  are  confronted  with  something  that  will  very  seriously 
affect  the  working  class  of  the  United  States.  The  election  will  come  soon, 
:ind,  regardless  of  whatever  resolutions  you  pass  here  the  working  class  will 
vote  the  old  way  except  in  localities  where  education  has  been  spread  and 
th^  class-conscious  movement  started. 

A  delegate  said  he  was  not  here  to  spend  the  money  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  discussing  this  question.  If  I  knew  the  working  class  would 
!»e  benefited  by  taking  political  action  against  the  master  class  that  have 
imposed  upon  them  throughout  the  centuries  I  would  have  political  questions 
admitted  or  I  would  not  belong  to  the  union.  Politicians  have  done  all  in 
their  power  in  different  states  to  destroy  the  United  Mine  Workers  and 
other  organizations  where  they  are  organized  for  the  benefit  of  the  working 
class.  Just  the  other  day  I  asked  a  friend  of  mine  if  he  could  explain  to 
me  the  difference  in  Washington,  D.  C,  between  a  politician  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  politician  of  the  Republican  party.  He  said,  **The  only 
<Jifference  is  this,  that  when  a  Kopublican  president  is  in  power  a  Democratic 
president  is  out,  and  when  a  Democratic  president  gets  in  a  Republican 
president  goes  out/'  I  asked  him  if  there  would  be  any  difference  if  tlie 
Republican  party  is  defeated  and  the  Democratic  party  goes  into  power. 
''Yes,"  he  said,  * 'there  will  be  quite  a  difference.  I  suppose  now  undei 
the  Republican  party  they  skin  the  workers  from  the  head  down,  but  when 
they  elect  the  other  party,  if  the  system  of  exploitation  is  allowed  to  exist, 
they  are  going  to  begin  to  skin  them  from  down  up.*' 

Was  it  not  in  a  time  of  strife  in  Colorado,  Alabama,  West  A'^irginia  and 
Westmoreland,  where  you  had  organized  mine  workers  who  were  law-abid- 
ing citizens,  and  after  a  convention  of  the  mine  workers'  unions  condemned 
the  law  enforced  upon  our  people  a  combination  was  formed  between  Re- 
publican and  Democratic  politicians?  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  this 
question?  We  are  here  tftjlling  you  this:  That  the  working  class  in  the 
twentieth  century,  where  there  is  plenty  of  food  produced  by  our  people 
for  all,  many  of  them  go  hungry.  We  are  here  to  tell  you  that  there  is 
more  misery  today  in  the  United  States  among  our  class  than  there  has 
ever  been  before  in  the  history  of  the  country. 

You  have  big  cities,  built  of  course  by  labor.  It  is  true  our  men  have 
been  ignored  in  the  past;  it  is  true  the  mine  workers  took  the  first  stop  to- 
*lay  in  the  right  direction  when  they  discussed  the  question  of  industrial 
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unionism,  regardless  of  what  Mr.  Gompcrs  or  any  other  individual  is  going 
to  say  about  it.  It  is  true  that  we  are  f?oing  after  you  again  next  year 
if  this  resolution  does  not  go  through.  And  we  are  going  after  the  rank 
and  file  in  every  camp  where  we  are  living.  We  are  going  after  the  people 
in  the  trains,  in  the  streets,  and  we  are  going  to  show  them  the  facts,  show 
them  that  misery  and  suffering  exists  through  our  ignorance  and  because 
we  are  not  united  upon  the  political  and  industrial  fields  to  fight  as  a  man 
for  the  emancipation  of  the  human  race  from  the  system  of  capitalism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  1912  we  are  going  to  have  the  masters  appealing  to 
us  to  endorse  a  system  of  government  for  this  great  country.  One  argu- 
ment will  be  used  by  the  Republican  party,  another  argument  will  be  used 
by  the  Democratic  party  and  a  third  argument  will  be  used  by  the  Socialist 
party.  The  Democrats  and  the  Bepublicans  will  each  say  if  their  man  is 
elected  they  will  see  that  justice  is  done  to  the  party  most  concerned.  That 
is,  the  capitalists.  The  Socialist  party  will  say  they  represent  only  one 
class,  the  working  class,  and  that  they  stand  for  the  working  class  receiv- 
ing the  full  reward  of  their  toil. 

Regardless  of  what  you  think  of  the  Republican  and  Democratic  par- 
ties, they  both  stand  for  the  same  thing,  they  l^oth  claim  they  represent 
the  workingman.  Is  it  possible  to  represent  the  workingman  and  his  mai«- 
terf  Can  a  man  make  a  law  that  represents  the  workingman  and  his  mas- 
ter? To  illustrate:  Here  is  one  horse  over  hero,  and  here  is  another  a  thou- 
snnd  miles  away  in  this  direction.  This  horse  is  running  in  that  direction 
as  fast  as  it  can — that  is  the  master  class.  Here  is  the  horse  on  this  sitle 
find  he  is  running  in  this  direction  as  fast  as  he  can — that  is  the  working 
class.  The  man  over  here  wants  more  for  his  labor  every  year  from  the 
other  fellow,  and  the  other  fellow  wants  more  out  of  your  wages  to  add  to 
his  millions,  and  get  more  monkeys  from  Africa  for  his  daughters  to  play 
with. 

A  delegate  arose  to  a  point  of  order  and  stated  that  Delegate  Susnar 
had  exceeded  the  time  allowed  for  discussion. 

Vice-President  Hayes — A  great  deal  of  latitude  has  been  allowed  in 
dificussing  this  question  and  the  rules  have  not  been  strictly  enforced.  The 
point  of  order  has  now  been  raised,  and  from  this  time  on  the  rule  will  be 
enforced. 

On  motion  Delegate  Susnar 's  time  for  speaking  was  extended. 

Delegate  Susnar,  District  5 — The  politician  comes  to  us  and  says,  *'My 
friends,  if  I  am  elected  or  if  mj'  party  is  in  power  I  am  going  to  be  JDSt 
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to  both  parties  coneerned."  I  have  told  you  already  that  one  horse  is  a 
thousand  miles  from  here  rpnning  as  fast  as  he  can  in  that  direction,  and 
anotlMT  horse  over  here  is  running  in  another  direction.  Bemember  that. 
But  this  politiciau  comes  and  says  to  you,  '^My  friend,  if  you  elect  me  I 
am  going  to  do  something  of  this  kind.  I  am  going  to  ride  this  horse  and 
this  horse  at  the  same  time — and  they  are  a  thousand  miles  apart!  Is  that 
possible  f    No. 

The  Socialists  represent  the  one  class,  and  that  is  the  working  class, 
and  for  the  interest  of  that  class  they  are  going  to  work.  Regardless,  my 
friends,  of  what  you  are  going  to  do,  the  time  is  coming  when  they  will 
starve  you  out  and  you  will  have  to  get  in  with  us  and  fight  for  your  rights. 
More  wealth  is  being  created  today  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
human  race;  and  today,  not  only  in  America  but  in  every  European  country, 
there  is  so  much  misery,  so  much  suffering  that  a  change  must  come  about. 
And  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  itf  Are  you  going  to  tell  me  next 
year  if  a  strike  or  something  happens  that  I  shall  obey  law  made  by  politi- 
cians of  the  capitalist  class!  Or,  are  you  going  to  stay  with  us  and  make 
laws  for  the  interest  of  the  working  class  and  do  away  with  injunctions  and 
bull  pensf 

Delegate  Hines,  District  5 — Mr.  Cbairmun  and  -Fellow  Delegates:  If 
the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  expended  on  the  conventions  for  the 
last  ten  years  had  been  expended  for  the  cause  of  education  for  socialism 
I  doubt  if  there  would  be  a  convention  here  today  to  ask  for  a  conference. 
I  am  tired  beating  my  brains  out  to  keep  life  in  my  body  while  officials 
rule  who  belong  to  the  same  political  party  as  the  superintendent  who  tries 
to  cmeify  me  because  I  am  a  Socialist. 

If  a  man  is  intelligent  enough  to  lead  a  labor  movement  and  has  sense 
enough  to  study  the  principles  of  socialism,  I  fail  to  see  how  he  can  stand 
with  the  same  political  party  that  ''rucifies  the  men  he  is  sworn  to  protect. 
I  have  seen  union  men  have  caucuses  to  endorse  men  I  considered  scabs, 
Democrats  and  Bepbblicani* — not  intending  to  insult  any  man  who  votes 
either  of  those  tickets,  which  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do — ^l>ut  it  seems  to 
me  in  some  eoromunities  they  look  upon  us  as  undesirable  citizens  if  we 
vote  the  Socialist  ticket.  The  man  you  are  trying  to  save  from  persecution 
will  spurn  yon,  the  same  as  the  capitalist  will  who  is  trying  to  crucify  you. 
If  a  man  will  lay  aside  his  prejudice  he  will  decide  if  something  is  beneficial 
to  capitalism  it  is  not  beneficial  to  the  poor  and  starving  masses. 

You  will  agree  your  cause  is  very  weak  with  the  unorganized  miners. 
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Jf  you  would  send  Socialists  to  make  the  laws,  and  if  it  was  for  your  better- 
ment, you  would  have  the  referendum.  Jf  the  Socialists  send  poeple  to 
represent  them  they  have  what  they  call  the  *  *  hook  * '  to  bring  them  back — 
the  recall.  Some  of  your  Democrats  and  Republicans  are  coming  to  the 
initiative,  the  referendum  and  the  recall.  Socialism,  in  my  opinion,  must 
come  as  sure  as  the  rising  of  the  sun. 

Gentlemen  of  the  convention,  it  is  your  duty  to  study  the  question,  to 
size  it  up'  and  be  prepared  to  handle  it  in  the  right  way.  There  are  two 
things  tliat  must  come  to  stop  the  oppression  of  the  people,  a  revolution 
in  thought  or  a  revolution  in  blood — which  the  Socialists  are  trying  to  keep 
down — and  it  is  your  duty  to  help  it  along. 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.),  District  12 — Out  of  respect  for  a  few  of  my 
friends  who  don't  agree  with  me  on  this  line,  or  have  not  seen  the  great 
light  as  we  see  it,  I  will  try  to  make  my  remarks  as  brief  as  possible.  J 
know,  because  I  am  sitting  among  a  lot  of  fellows  who  tried  to  stop  pre- 
vious speakers,  that  they  do  not  agree  with  me.  About  ten  years  ago  when 
I  came  into  the  convention  and  talked  on  this  subject  I  had  to  sit  down 
in  a  corner  and  take  what  was  coming  to  nie,  and  I  am  not  very  sorry  for 
them  today. 

Whenever  the  human  race  has  met  a  condition  they  could  not  success- 
fully combat  with  the  institutions  at  their  command,  they  began  to  devise 
ways  and  means  and  methods  whereby  they  could  secure  something  that 
would  benefit  them,  not  only  as  individuals,  but  as  a  working  class  and  a 
working  people,  and  we  have  just  about  reached  the  stage  in  the  liistory 
of  industrial  development  in  this  country  when  another  step  forward  will 
be  necessary.  We  find  today  another  organization — ^and  I  believe  some  of 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  T  have  done  what  I  could  to  build  it  up  in 
various  states.  With  all  our  organization  there  has  been  one  thing  that  has 
retarded  the  progress  of  the  great  union  movement,  and  before  we  can 
organize  the  unorganized  districts  we  will  have  to  change  the  politieal 
powers  in  those  territories. 

Wo  are  now  face  to  face  with  another  issue.  We  have  spent  millions 
of  dollars  trying  to  organize  West  Virginia,  southern  Colorado  and  many 
other  places;  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  men  want  to  belong 
to  our  organization,  the  judges,  the  courts,  the  governor,  yes,  and  aome  of 
the  United  States  Senators  who  o^\'n  the  property  and  who  own  the  govern- 
ors and  who  own  the  courts  and  use  them  for  their  own  private  gain  and 
private  welfare,  got  those  political  forces  to  work  and  defeated  us,   not 
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oDly  in  the  states  mentioned,  but  in  the  good  old  Democratic,  state  of  Ala- 
bama, where  our  men  struck  nobly  and  well.  Those  men  laid  down  their 
tools  as  one  man  to  try  to  get  some  semblance  of  justice  and  had  the  strike 
won,  but  Mr.  Comer,  who  was  disgracing  the  governor's  chair  at  that  time — 
selected  by  the  workingmen's  votes — sent  out  his  troops  and  they  cut  down 
the  tents  of  our  people  where  we  had  housed  them  after  they  were  driven 
out  of  the  company  shacks. 

You  may  consider  it  a  waste  of  money  to  discuss  this  matter  here,  but 
you  have  wasted  it  in  the  other  way,  and  now  we  want  to  educate  our  peo- 
ple to  remove  such  barnacles  as  stand  in  the  way.  I  venture  the  assertion 
that  there  is  not  a  trades  unionist  in  this  country  who  has  surveyed  the 
field  and  is  in  touch  with  present-day  conditions  but  is  willing  to  admit 
a  change  is  absolutely  necessary.  Not  only  the  trade  unionists  demand 
that,  but  the  American  people  who  are  fair  and  impartial  in  their  judgnient 
are  saying  to  us  through  the  publications  we  get  that  the  judicial  tyranny 
of  this  country  has  grown  beyond  bounds,  and  the  people  to  stop  that  judi 
<'ial  tyranny  are  the  working  people  with  their  votes. 

If  we  can  bring  together  a  strong  organization  of  workers  on  the  polit- 
ical field  we  can  change  those  policies  and  establish  what  was  originally 
intended  in  this  countrj-,  a  government  for,  by  and  of  the  people,  which 
we  do  not  have  today.  So  I  say,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally,  I  do 
not  care  whether  you  adopt  the  resolution  or  the  report  of  the  committee. 
Personally  it  makes  little  difference"  to  me,  because -you  cannot  by  resolu- 
tions bring  the  workers  to  see  their  own  interosts.  If  T  thought  we  could 
establish  socialisin  by  adopting  the  resolution  I  would  fight  for  it;  but  a 
lime  will  soon  come,  in  fact,  it  has  already  arrived,  when  the  competitive 
syptem,  thia  system  of  working  one  set  of  operators  against  another,  has 
about  run  its  course  aud  we  want  to  usher  in  a  new  order  of  things. 

It  may  be  contended  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  argue  this  question. 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  judging  from  the  remarks  today,  that  the  workers 
as  a  whole,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  who  are  not  in  the  Socialist  move- 
ment or  any  political  movement,  do  not  consider  it  money  wasted  to  discuss 
the  questions  we  are  up  against  today.  As  President  Walker  said  a  while 
Hgo  there  is  nothing  that  would  compel  a  better  settlement  with  the  coal 
operators  of  this  country  than  if  the  United  Mine  Workers  could  march 
to  the  ballot  boxes  on  next  election  day  and  deposit  their  ballots  in  their 
«>wii  interests  instead  of  in  the  interests  of  the  other  fellows,  as  they  have 
done  in  the  past. 
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I  doA^t  want  any  one  to  feel  that,  simply  because  we  have  a  few  more 
votes  or  a  little  more  support,  tbat  we  are  trying;  to  rub  it  into  tlie  other 
delegates.  We  got  it  nibbed  into  us,  but  some  of  the  men  who  rubbed  it 
into  us  are  here  today  with  us  in  a  political  organization  that  is  standing 
foi  the  rights  of  the  workers  of  this  country.  If  every  delegate  here,  wheth- 
er he  agrees  with  this  proposition  or  disagrees  with  it,  will  study  and  dis- 
cuss it  with  the  others,  it  will  only  be  a  little  Avhile  before  we  will  do  as 
they  have  done  in  other  places;  get  control  of  the  political  power.  If  we 
do  that  I  believe  the  men  who  sent  us  here  will  say  the  money  was  well 
spent  by  the  convention  in  trying  to  organize  the  mine  workers  in  a  com- 
pact political  organization.  The  judiciary  that  is  today  setting  aside  law 
and  the  constitution  and  ruling  in  every  instance  in  favor  of  the  corpora- 
tions will  realize  that  no  longer  will  the  workers  of  this  country  submit  to 
judicial  usurpation;  they  will  stand  on  their  feet  like  men  and  get  what 
is  theirs,  even  if  they  have  to  fight  for  it. 

Delegate  Pettigrew,  District  28 — I  sp'eak  as  one  of  the  working  class 
who  comes  from  the  other  side  of  the  line.  On  the  other  side  of  the  line 
we  find  the  politicians  under  different  names;  we  find  that  the  politicians 
that  have  been  discussed  here  today  as  Republicans  and  Democrats  on  the 
ether  side  would  be  discussed  as  Liberals  and  Conservatives.  When  we 
analyze  the  situation  what  do  we  findf  We  find  that  this  organization  has 
been  taking  part  in  a  strike  in  the  last  few  months  in  British  Columbia. 
Whether  it  is  a  question  of  Republicans  or  Democrats,  Liberals,  Conserva- 
tives or  Tories,  we  find  they  stand  in  the  same  position  so  far  as  the  work- 
ers are  concerned. 

r  am  pleased  to  hear  the  workers  in  this  convention  discussing  these 
important  questions.  W^e  find  there  is  nothing  but  industrial  unionism  and 
socialism  that  has  any  hope  for  the  working  class  today.  What  are  the 
remedies  offered  by  either  Republicans,  Democrats,  Liberals  or  Conserva- 
tives? In  the  past  few  mouths  we  have  come  through  an  election  similar 
to  what  you  will  be  asked  to  go  through  in  the  next  few  months.  What 
was  the  best  proposition  the  capitalist  class  had  to  offer  the  people!  They 
said,  ** Reduce  the  tariff  between  the  two  countries  and  all  will  be  well." 
When  the  strike  was  in  progress  in  Crowds  Nest  Pass,  what  did  we  find? 
That  the  capitalist  class  reduced  the  tariff  53  cents  in  order  to  defeat  the 
workers.  That  did  not  require  any  action  of  the  House.  No,  the  capital- 
ists met  among  themselves  and  decided  that  thing  was  to  be  brought  about. 
Analyzing  the  proposition  as  it  affects  the  workers,  if  the  workers  had  been 
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sufiSciently  wise  in  the  last  election  to  send  men  of  their  own  class  to  the 
honse  no  such  resolution  would  be  'passed  to  reduce  the  tariff  so  that  the 
workers  on  strike  for  better  conditions  would  be  defeated. 

This  is  the  first  convention  I  have  attended  for  the  trades  unionists 
on  the  American  continent,  but  I  attended  conventions  in  the  old  countries. 
I  am  glad  a  resolution  has  been  passed  which  will  provide  that  they  will 
meet  in  annual  convention  with  the  workers  of  our  country.  In  the  old 
country  eight  yearq  ago  the  same  question  was  discussed  by  the  British 
Miners'  Federation.  Despite  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  stage  that, 
whether  it  is  the  British  Miners'  Federation  or  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  the  workers  are  making  for  the  same  goal,  the  ownership  of 
the  means  of  production,  transpX)rtation  and  exchange.  I  am  convinced 
that  even  though  the  resolution  does  not  pass  the  good  work  that  has  been 
begun  here  today  and  the  discussion  that  has  taken  place  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  workers. 

Delegate  Jarrard,  District  12 — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
take  up  much  of  the  time  of  this  convention,  but  I  want  to  say  this  one 
thing:  That  if  there  is  anything  that  has  pleased  me  more  than  another 
during  the  deliberations  of  this  convention  it  is  that  this  question  is  under 
consideration — ^the  question  of  organizing  ourselves  on  the  political  field. 
And  I  feel  and  realize  that  if  we  had  studied  the  past  history  of  the  move- 
ment and  discussed  the  advisability  of  getting  together  on  the  political 
field  there  would  have  been  fewer  reductions,  there  would  be  fewer  of  our 
officials  in  jail  today. 

I  hail  from  a  party  known  as  the  Democratic  p^rty.  I  used  to  look 
upon  socialism  as  a  sort  of  anarchy,  but  today  I  look  upon  it  in  a  different 
light.  I  want  to  say  to  any  Democrat  or  any  Republican  who  may  be 
here  this  afternoon  listening  to  this  discussion,  that  if  you  do  not  want  to 
believe  the  doctrine  of  the  Socialist  party  do  not  read  its  literature.  While 
it  is  true  I  am  not  directly  afiSliated  with  the  Socialist  party,  I  reserve 
The  right,  when  I  cannot  cast  my  vote  for  a  Socialist,  to  vote  for  the  man 
nearest  to  my  interest,,  and  that  is  all  that  keeps  me  from  being  a  full- 
fledged  member  of  the  Socialist  party. 

A  brother  over  here  states  that  I  may  get  over  it.  When  the  time 
comes  that  the  laboring  class  will  educate  themselves  to  such  a  place  that 
they  are  willing  to  lay  down  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  I  am 
j^^oing  to  be  willing  to  fall  in  line  with  the  Socialist  party.  What  do  they 
stand  forf    They  stand  for  everything  the  worker  produces  belonging  to 
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him.  What  are  we  striving  for  with  our  organization f  We  are  Biriving 
to  get  p'oBseasion  of  more  of  what  we  produce.  What  does  the  Socialist 
party  stand  fori  It  stands,  not  only  for  more  of  what  we  produce,  but 
for  all  of  it.  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  every  laboring  man  will  lay 
down  his  prejudice  and  study  the  question  of  organizing  on  the  political 
field. 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  consider  that  wherever  the  militia  is  called  it  is 
one  laboring  man  who  is  called  out  to  shoot  down  another?  During  the 
Spanish- American  wnr  who  fought  the  battles!  It  was  the  laboring  men 
who  came  from  the  crafts  in  the  United  States  who  went  across  the  water 
to  shoot  down  other  laboring  men. 

Delegate  Helmer — ^I  rise  to  a  X)oint  of  order.  Is  that  gentleman  a  dele- 
gate to  this  convention? 

Vice-President  Hayes — Brother  Jarrard  is  a  sub-district  president  of 
District  12  and  knows  enough  about  the  laws  of  the  organization  not  to 
come  here  and  make  a  speech  unless  he  is  a  delegate. 

Delegate  Jarrard — ^I  want  to  say  one  thing  more,  and  I  want  to  impress 
it  upon  the  minds  of  every  one  here,  and  that  is  that  I  do  not  say  what  I 
do  to  curry  favor  with  any  one;  I  say  it  because  I  believe  it  is  right.  1 
want  to  he  open  and  above  board  on  every  proposition  that  comes  up  that 
affects  the  interests  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  In  discussing  this  propo- 
sition, gentlemen,  lot  us  stand  as  we  have  always  stood  for  free  speech. 
Don't  try  to  crush  it  down  by  challenging  some  one  as  to  whether  or  not 
he  is  a  delegate  to  the  convention.  Don't  injure  our  organization  through 
jealousy,  and  don't  fail  to  advocate  what  we  have  always  stood  for — free 
speech. 

I  do  not  want  to  criticise  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  the 
way  he  has  handled  the  passport  proposition  looks  as  though  it  was  the 
action  of  a  great  big  muttonboad  to  me.  We  are  hampered  by  such  aetion, 
and  the  working  people  are  trodden  under  the  foot  of  the  capitalist.  Unite 
on  the  political  field.  If  we  do  that  the  operators  will  not  trouble  us,  for 
we  will  come  into  possession  of  what  wo  produce. 

Delegate  Fitzpatrick,  District  5 — We  are  standing  here  today,  but  wc 
CBiOi  look  across  the  broad  Atlantic  and  see  that  the  men  of  Germany,  the 
men  of  Denmark  and  the  men  of  other  countries  are  organized  and  they 
are  watching  to  see  what  this  convention  is  doing  today.  I  am  sure  they 
will  be  proud  when  they  hear  what  we  have  done.  We  have  done  nothini^ 
we  fkoald  be  ashamed  of  in  this  twentieth  century  civilization.     Think  «^^ 
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the  number  of  votes  the  SoeialiHts  have  cast  in  the  elections  in  European 
countries.  We  have  only  a  million  votes  now,  but  in  the  future  we  will 
have  more  and  we  will  select  men  to  govern  us  who  will  give  us  bread  and 
not  a  stone. 

Delegate  Conners,  District  21 — I  am  going  to  try  to  be  neutral  on  this 
proposition.  If  I  said  T  was  a  Bepublican  or  a  Democrat  the  Socialists 
would  be  down  on  mo.  If  I  said  T  was  a  Socialist  it  would  act  the  same 
way.  Therefore  I  will  let  you  guess  what  I  am.  In  my  opinion  this  is  an 
expression  of  the  rights  delegated  to  us  or  the  powers  we  are  clothed  with. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  some  of  the  Socialists  in  this  convention  have 
made  a  mistake,  just  as  Teddy  Roosevelt  did  when  he  was  President,  when 
he  termed  the  Socialists  '* undesirable  citizens."  You  have  termed  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  undesirable  United  Mine  Workers.  Now,  gentlemen, 
according  to  our  obligation  and  according  to  the  constitution  that  governs 
us  as  United  Mine  Workers,  I  believe  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  did  the 
only  thing  that  was  wise  and  just  to  our  organization  when  they  brought 
in  that  substitute. 

In  so  far  as  committing  ourselves  to  any  political  party  is  concerned, 
I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  am  opposed  for  Tarions  reasons.  If  I  as  a  Democrat 
<-ame  into  this  convention  hall  and  introduced  a  resolution  for  the  United 
Mine  Workers  to  commit  themselves  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  I  had  a 
following  that  would  carry  that  resolution  through,  would  that  be  justice 
to  you  as  Sociali«»ts?  Would  it  be  justice  to  you  as  Republicans f  I  con- 
tend that  it  would  not.  I  claim  that  it  is  throwing  insinuations  on  men 
of  irreproachable  character,  men  who  have  fought  and  who  would  have 
died  for  our  great  and  grand  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  men  who 
have  opinions  and  are  just  :is  sincere  and  would  go  as  far  for  them  as  any 
Socialist  we  have  under  the  jurisdiction  of  our  organization. 

This  thing,  1  believe,  is  out  of  place  at  the  present  time.  If  we  as 
Tnited  Mine  Workers  and  as  laboring  people  resolve  ourselves  into  an  in- 
dustrial union,  then,  and  then  only,  will  it  l)e  time  for  us  as  a  whole,  sb  a 
united,  as  a  class  conscious  set  of  people,  as  citizens  of  one  country,  to  for- 
mnlata  any  demand  or  establish  any  form  of  government  we  may  see  fit  to 
establish.  And  we  would  have  the  opportunity  to  do  it.  But  as  it  is  today 
^e  are  drifting  apart.  Our  motives  are  likely  to  be  prompted  by  prejudice. 
A  Democrat  has  as  much  right  to  his  prejudice  as  a  Socialist  and  a  Socialist 
*>»»  as  much  right  to  his  prejudif»o  as  a  Democrat.  In  our  Socialist  party 
we  have  men  who  will  sneer  cvorv  time  the  name  of  a  Democrat  or  a  Be- 
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publican  is  mentioned.  W«  have  in  our  Democratic  party  those  who  will 
sneer  at  men,  regardless  of  their  qualifications,  if  they  do  not  suit  their 
political  ideas. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  and  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  the  committee.  I  believe  in  justice  to  ourselves  as  United 
Mine  Workers  and  in  justice  to  ourselves  as  delegates  to  this  convention 
it  should  suffice  for  that  part  of  our  proceedings.  There  are  men  in  our 
organization — ^probably  some  of  you  fellows  who  are  in  touch  with  the 
conditions  at  home  will  realize  the  truth  of  these  statements  I  am  going  to 
make — but  there  are  men  at  home  in  our  organization  who  cannot  distin- 
guish the  contract  from  the  constitution.  It  is  a  sad  commentary,  but  never- 
theless it  is  true.  This  organization  is  not  as  old  as  I  am,  and  I  am  a  very 
young  man — or  at  least  I  think  I  am.  Now,  gentlemen,  this  organization 
was  not  built  in  a  day.  There  are  vast  movements  among  the  laboring 
people  today,  and  we  cannot  be  too  careful,  too  conservative. 

.This  morning  we  had  resolutions  pertaining  to  another  form  of  organi- 
zation referred  back  to  the  committee.  Now  let  us  allow  this  proposition 
to  go  until  we  attain  to  a  stage  where  it  will  be  more  easily  solved.  We 
will  understand  each  other  better,  and  the  understanding  that  will  be 
reached  will  not  hurt  us  in  the  United  Mine  Workers;  but  for  God's  sake 
let  us  not  split  ourselves  up  as  Democrats,  Republicans  and  Socialists!  We 
are  mine  workers,  and  as  mine  workers  we  should  legislate. 

President  White — The  hour  for  adjournment  is  at  hand.  This  discus- 
sion can  be  continued  tomorrow.  Before  we  adjourn,  the  chair  desires  to  an- 
nounce the  Scale  Committee. 

Scale  Committee — John  H.  Walker,  District  12;  W.  D.  Van  Horn, 
District  11;  John  Moore,  District  6;  John  Fahy,  District  9;  James  B. 
Holden,  District  8;  Thomas  Kennedy,  District  7;  Adam  Ryscavage,  Dis- 
trict 1;  Patrick  Gilday,  District  2;  Francis  Feehan,  District  5;  T.  W. 
Russell,  District  10;  W.  H.  Rodgers,  District  13;  Bernard  Harrigan,  Dis- 
trict 14;  John  R.  Lawson,  District  15;  Clement  Stubbs,  District  18;  John 
P.  Bowdeu,  District  19;  J.  R.  Kennamer,  District  20;  T.  R.  Steward,  Dis- 
trict 21;  Thomas  Gibson,  District  22;  Robert  Roll,  District  23;  Joseph 
Smith,  DiPtrict  24;  Fred  Furley,  District  25;   Kent  Foster,  District  26. 

President  White  stated  that  the  members  of  the  Scale  Committee 
from  Districts  27  and  28  would  be  announced  later. 

At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  January  18th. 
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THIRD  DAY-MORNING  8E88I0N 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9.  a.  ixl,  Thursday,  January  18, 
Resident  White  in  the  chair. 


BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

Delegate  Neutzling,  for  the  committee,  read  the  following  report,  supple- 
mental to  the  printed  report,  copies  of  which  had  been  distributed  to  the  dele- 
gates: 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

No.      Location.                                         Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

1036    Minooka,  Pa John  Oheekouska,  Greenwood,  Pa.  tax  due 

1428    Scranton    . .  -. P.  J.  Glancey,  Scran  ton  3 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

No.      Location.                                       Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

924     Carrolltown     Charley  O  'Neill,  Clearfield  tax  due 

865     Amot    James   Purcell,   Amot  3 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

No.      Location.                                       Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

410     Guffey    Earnest  Covnetta,  Yohoghaney,  Pa.  2 

762    Fredericktowu    E.  D.  Reed,  W.  Brownsville  6 

1330    Fayette   City    George  Palmer,  Fayette  City  1 

1349    Smithdale    Sidney  Davis,  Blythedale  1 

2223     Robbins    E'arnest  Covnetta,  Yohoghaney  tax  due 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

No.      Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

38     Cambridge     Alex  Bailey,  Cambridge,  O.  2 

371     Cambridge    Wm.  Crossley,  Cambridge  2 

1833     Maynard    Borek   Ostroski,  Maynard  2 

2183     Piney  Fork   Harry  Barter,  Piney  Fork  tax  due 

2238     Sand   Bun    Eugene  Hutchison,  Longstreth  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

No.      Location.                                       Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

251     Tesckow     John   Lakovich,  Highland  1 
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No.  Location.                                           Name  and  Address  of  Delegate            Vote 

1505    Harwood    Mines    John  Lakovich,  Highland 

1513    Nnremberg    Joel  F.  Stevens,  Sr.,  Hazlebrook  tax  d ' 

1548    Hazlebrook    Joel  F.  Stevens,  Sr.,  Hazlebrook 

1554    MeAdoo    Joel  F.  Stevens,  Or.,  Hazlebrook 

1052    Highland    John  Lakovich,  Highland  tax  d 

2047     Hazleton    Andrew  Matty.  Hazleton 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 

No.  Location.  Xame  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Vot* 

8d3  Forrestville    Tohn    Fahy,    Shamokin 

1049  Hickory    Swamp    fos.  Turanick,  Hickory  Swamp 

1464  Oirardville     Peter    Zemaitis,    Girardville 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 

No.      Lo^tion.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Vot 

2362     New  Castle   David  Jones,  Black  Diamond 

2512     Cle    Elum    Thos.  W.  Russell,  Cle  Elum 

DISTRICT  NO.  11. 

No.  Location.                                        Xame  and  Address  of  Delegate             Vofc^ 

28     Clinton,    Ind Klee  Bianichini,  Clinton 

155     Bicknell     J.  J.  Rogers,  Bicknell 

1646     Clinton     Thos.  Jones,  Clinton 

2598     Farmersburg    George  Smith,  Farmersburg 

DISTRICT  NO.  12. 

No.  Location.  Xame  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Vot«^- 

413  Springfield     John   A.   Walker,   1608   E.   Washington  st., 

Springfield>    111  ^ 

711  Johnston    City    Fohn  J.  Jarrard,  Johnston  City  1 

734  Peoria    (iporge  Tomblin,  R.  R.  No.  1,  Peoria  3 

807  Shelbytowu     Dan  Clark,  1131  S.  Ninth  St.,  Springfield      2 

1040  Harrisburg    J.  T.  Morris,  Harrisburg  3 

1425  Sparland    F.  T.  Campbell,  Sparland  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  14. 
No.      Location.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

267     Breezy    Hill    John  Dnnlap,  Breezy  Hill,  Kan.  1 
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DISTRICT  NO.  17. 

^•-►-          Location.                                         Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

^60        Smithers    l^ewis  Morris,  Montgomery  1 

1267        Bramwell     B.  Smith,  Corwen  1 

H48        I.ongacre    L.  X.  Prichard,  Longacre  1 

180S        Elk  Ridge    W.   C.   England  1 

-01  s        Harewood    Sam  DeMarco,  Harewood  1 

1037        Carbondale    J.   M.   Craigo,  Charleston              •  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  21. 

*^'*-          L(K*ation.                                         Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

27^6         Greenwood     Fred  \\ .  Holt,  McAlester,  Okla.,  Drawer  68     1 

DISTRICT  NO.  22. 

"   ^■-          Location.                                         Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

'"^^        Rock    Springs     Thos.  Gibson,  Rock  Springs  1 

-  Go        Frontier     Frank  Norman,  Frontier  4 

DISTRICT  NO.  25. 

'   ^-        Location.                                          Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

'  *       Marceline     Elmer  Rinker,  Marcelino  2 

"  ^**^      Bowen     \Vm.  Davis,  Windsor  2 

DISTRICT  NO.  26. 

^<>.      Location.                                         Name  and  Address  of  Delegate.  Votes. 

''*'•">    Reserve    Mines- rainos  D.  McLennan,  Glace  Bay,  N.  S.  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  27. 

'Vo.      Location.                                         Name  and  Address  of  Delegates.  Votes. 

SoS    Bear  Creek    Henry  Drennan,  Bear  Creek  1 

928    Roundup    Miko    Dugan,   Roundup  1 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  as  read. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  IS,  1912. 
Hen  Hensley,  from  Local  Union  No.   122,  District  No.  12,  whose  seat  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


242 

firotestei],  appeared  l^>efore  the  committee,  sbowiag  proof  that  he  is  the  regular 
elected  delegate,  and  we  recommend  that  he  be  seated  with  two  votes. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT  NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

Indianapolis.  Ind..  Janqary  18,  1912. 
M.  D.  Whitesel,  who  is  the  alternate  for  B.  N.  West,  from  Local  Union  No. 
979,  District  No.  17,  whose  credentials  were  held  op  br  the  committee  for  inves- 
tigation, appeared  before  the  committee  together  with  the  president  and  secre- 
tary of  that  district.  After  hearing  the  evidence  presented  to  the  committee, 
we  recommend  that  he  be  seated  to  represent  said  local  with  one  vote. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT  NEUTZLTNG, 
WM.  DONALDSON. 

Credential  Committee. 
On  motion,  tho  rejjort  of  the  committee" was  concurred  in. 

Indianapolis,  Ind..  January  18,  1912. 
Richard  V.  O'Brien,  from  Local  Union  No.  2827,  District  No.  14,  whose 
seat  was  protested,  did  not  a]>poar  Vjefore  the  committee.  John  Yeokum  ap- 
peared with  a  regular  credential  and  satisfactory  evidence  to  show  that  he  is 
the  regular  elected  delegate  to  represent  said  local  union,-  and  we  recommend 
that  he  be  seated  in  this  convention  with  one  vote. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT  NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
On  motion,  the  rep(»rt  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 
President  AVhite — In  liarniony  with  the  request  of  Brother  Fairley  of 
.\labama,  Government  Inspector  of  Immigration,  I  desire  to  announce  that 
he  would  like  to  have  the  district  officers  meet  with  him  in  the  front   of 
the  hall  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  noon  session. 

I  want  to  announce  the  remaining  members  of  the  Scale  Committee 
and  make  a  correction  in  the  list  I  read  last  evening.  The  additional 
members  are  J.  M.  Craigo,  District  No.  17,  and  Henry  Drennan,  District  No. 
27.  Kent  Foster  will  represent  District  No.  26  on  the  Scale  Committee,  as  J.  B. 
McLachlan  is  not  in  the  convention.    That  completes  the  Scale  Conunittee. 
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Delegate  Baker,  International  Board  Member,  District  No.  23,  requested 
the  privilege  of  introducing  a  resolution  from  the  floor.  Delegate  Baker  read 
the  following  telegram  and  resolution: 

Central  City,  Ky.,  January  17,  1912. 
George  Baker,  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 

An  explosion  occurred  in  the  Central  City  mine  at  6  o'clock  this  evening, 
killing  five  men.  Their  names  are  Dave  Doss  Tra  Miller,  Billy  Matthews, 
George  Buby  and  Ery  J.undquist.  RICHARD  BAKER. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  18,  1912. 
Whereas,  It  has  come  to  our  attention  today  that  a  mine  explosion  at 
Central  City,  Ky.,  killed  five  of  our  fellow  craftsmen  and  unionists;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  tenders  its  heartfelt  sympathy  to  tlie  rela- 
tives of  our  deceased  brothers;  and,  bo  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  donate  out  of  our  international  treasury  the  sum  of 
.-Is^oO  for  the  immediate  relief  of  those  affected  by  this  sad  disaster. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

•       GEO.  BAKER. 
Adopt<»d  by  Local  Lnion  No.  602,  Central  City,  Ky. 
R.  M.  ROLL,  President. 
L.  B.  WALKER,  Vice-President. 
H.  H.  VINCENT,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Delegate  Haggerty,  District  No.  2. — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Smith — I  want  to  amend  it  to  read  $250.00  to  each  family, 
and  will  make  a  motion  to  that  effect.     (No  second.) 

President  White — Are  you  ready  to  vote  on  the  resolution? 
Delegate  Gay,  District  13 — I  wish  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking 
out  **two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars''  and  inserting  '*five  hundred  dollars" 
instead.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

President  White — I  understand  the  special  committee  authorized  yes- 
terday by  the  convention  is  ready  to  make  their  report. 

REPORT   OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

Secretary  Perry,  for  the  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  ap- 
peal of  the  Muscatine  Button  Workers,  read  the  following  report: 
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Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  18,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Now  Assembled: 

Greeting — We,  your  Special  Conimittee,  to  which  was  referred  the  appeal 
of  tlie  Buttou  Workers*  Union,  of  Muscatine,  la.,  after  carefully  studying  the 
matter,  and  in  consideration  of  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  men  and  women  who 
have  resisted  what  might  be  properly  termed  a  relentless  warfare  by  the  em- 
ployers of  the  button  factories  to  destroy,  the  Button  Workers '  Union  of  Mus- 
catine, would  recommend  that  this  convention  donate  the  sum  of  $500,  the  same 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  this  organization  to  the  Button 
Workers'  Union  of  Muscatine. 

And  that  we  further  convey  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  our  sincere  hope 
that  ultimately  success  may  crown  their  efforts  in  per[)etuating  the  existence  of 
their  organization.  And  we  further  recommend  the  Button  Workers*  Union  for 
favorable  consideration  of  our  members  everywhere,  and  urge  them  to  render 
nil  the  assistance  possible. 

J.  H.  WALKER, 
LEE  HALL, 
FRANK  CAMERON, 
EDWIN  PERRY, 

Committee. 

Secretary  Perry — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  rei)ort  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee.    (Seconded  and   carried.) 

President  White — Returning  to  the  rcguhir  order  of  business.  When 
w'e  adjourned  last  evening  we  were  considering  Resolution  No.  74,  page  61. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  a  substitute  resolution  for  the  one  re- 
ferred to. 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  12 — The  purpose  tor  which  I  rise  is  to  clear 
up  the  records  on  a  point  of  order  I  raised  yesterday.  The  Chair  failed  to 
rule  on  it.  That  was  when  Mr.  Jarrard  of  District  12  was  on  the  floor.  I 
asked  the  Choir,  or  tried  to,  was  the  speaker  a  delegate  to  this  convention 
with  a  credential!  The  Chair  replied  by  saying  that  *'  He  is  a  sub-district 
]»resident  and  ought  to  know  whether  he  has  a  right  to  address  this  con- 
vention or  not.''  The  reason  I  raised  that  point  was  that  there  were  sev- 
eral whoso  credentials  had  not  beeti  accepted,  and  it  was  stated  that  the 
speaker  was  a  Socialist,  and  that  the  Vice  President  was  a  Socialist,  and 
it  w-as  the  intention  to  let  him  go  to  the  limit.  That  was  not  exactly  iny 
motive  in  raising  that  point,  or  the  object  T  had  in  view,  but  knowing  it 
is  an  old  trick  of  his,  a  common  occurrence,  I  did  not  feel  as  though  I  ought 
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to  let  him  at  this  time  impose  upon  the  delef^ates  of  this  convention  the 
same  as  he  has  done  in  Illinois. 

The  point  is  made  clear  this  morniuj;,  as  far  as  1  am  concerned,  that 
he  was  not  a  bona  fide  delegate  to  this  convention  when  he  was  on  the  floor 
yesterday.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  his  credential  was  not  accepted  until 
this  morning,  or  otherwise  this  convention  did  not  act  upon  the  same  until 
then.  Now,  whether  or  not  he  is  responsible  for  the  action  of  this  Creden- 
tial Committee,  that  is  more  than  I  am  prepared  to  say,  but  I  want  that 
point  cleared  up  this  morning  by  the  Chair,  if  he  will:  Did  he  have  a 
right  to  address  this  convention  yesterday  when  there  was  a  protest,  when 
his  credential  had  not  been  accepted  by  this  convention? 

President  White — I  think  the  point  is  not  well  taken.  There  were  a 
number  of  delegates  whose  seats  were  not  reported  on,  or  were  not  given 
in  the  first  report  to  the  convention,  and  protests  against  the  seat  of  any 
delegate  must  be  made  before  the  Credential  Committee.  In  view  of  that 
fact,  if  you  had  had  a  protest  to  offer  against  Delegate  Jarrard's  seat,  you 
should  have  presented  it  before  the  Credential  Committee. 

Delegate  Helmer — I  beg  to  differ  with  the  Chair.  I  have  no  protest 
to  enter  against  Brother  .farrard.  He  and  I  are  personal  friends,  but  he 
is  not  enough  of  a  friend  to  nllow  him  to  violate  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers. 

President  White — The  Chair  does  not  understand  that  Brother  Jarrard 
did  violate  his  privileges.  1  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  opposition 
to  the  seating  of  Brother  Jarrard  or  not.  That  can  only  bo  determined 
by  the  Credential  Committee. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.)-^I  raise  a  point  of  order.  We  have  under  dis- 
cussion tho  report  of  the  (.'ommittee  and  not  the  credentials. 

President  White — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Delegate  Jarrard — A  question  of  personal  privilege — 

President  White — There  is  nothing  before  the  house  but  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions.  In  order  that  we  may  clear  the  situation  up 
and  get  this  matter  before  the  house,  the  secretary  of  the  committee  will 
read  the  resolution  and  the  action  of  the  committee.  When  we  adjourned 
last  evening  we  were  considering  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions. The  substitute  offered  by  the  committee  for  Resolution  No.  74  was 
before  the  house. 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.),  District  No.  ."). — I  move  that  debate  cease  on  this 
question.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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The  motion  to  adopt  the  substitute  offered  by  the  committee  for  Resolution 
No.  74  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  515  in  tlie  aflfirmativc  to  155  in  the  negative 
on  a  rising  vote. 

The  committee  reported  on  Resolutions  Nos.  180,  44,  53,  and  portions  of 
Resolutions  Nos.  61  and  77,  as  follows : 

RESOLUTrTON  NO.  180. 

Staunton,  111.,  January  6,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Anuual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.: 

Whereas,  There  is  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  a  bill  introduced  by  Victor  L.  Berger  of  Wisconsin  providing  old  age 
pensions  for  deserving  men  and  women  over  sixty  years  of  age,  and 

Whereas,  Such  a  measure,  if  enacted  into  law,  would  have  a  most  benefi- 
cial effect  in  assisting  the  veterans  of  industry  to  enjoy  a  comfortable  old  age, 
raise  the  standard  of  living  of  the  workers  and  prevent  destitution;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
heartily  endorse  this  bill  and  the  secretary  of  the  convention  be  instructed  to 
wire  Representative  Berger  of  the  action  taken. 
Endorsed  by  L.  IT.  No.  755,  Staunton,  111. 

EDW.  A.  WIECK, 
FRANK  W.   SCHAEFER, 

RESOLUTION  NO.  53. 

Resolution  No.  1  from  Local  Union  2360,  Frontier,  Wyo. 
Whereas,  We  believe  the  present  system  of  holding  our  International  con- 
vention annually  is  too  expensive  for  all  the  good  that  accrues  from  them  to  our 
organization,  and  as  it  is  becoming  a  custom  to  make  wage  agreements  for  a 
period  of  two  years,  we  believe  that  the  intermediate  convention  of  the  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.  is  not  necessary  and  is  an  unnecessary  drain  on  our  funds;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  amend  Section  1  of  Article  V  of  the  International  con- 
stitution by  striking  out  the  word  ** annually*'  in  line  2,  and  inserting  "bien- 
nially. ' ' 

JNO.    CAMERON, 
WM.  SAINTON, 
P.  C.  HOOD, 
Resolution  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  44. 

Manifold,  Pa.,  December  23,  1911. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
'J'o  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  consider  it  would  tend  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the 
L'.  M.  W.  Journal;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the- subscription  price  of  the  Journal  be  reduced  to  50 
cents  per  year. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MA  RR AC!  NX. 
JOHN  FAGAN. 
JOHN   HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONI. 
SATii  BRANDON. 

Committee. 

LAST  SECTION  OF  RESOLUTION  NO.  61. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  assembled  here  in  Braceville,  go  on 
record  as  in  favor  of  an  old  age  pension,  placing  the  age  limit  at  sixty 
years  of  age,  and  we  earnestly  urge  all  delegates  to  the  International  con- 
\ezitlon  to  favor  same  by  having  a  resolution  go  from  our  International 
tfouvention  to  Congress. 

WILLIAM  HUTTON,  President. 

JOE  PORMATTO,  Vice-President. 

DAN  SCOTT,  Secretary. 

FELIX  ROLANDO,  Treasurer. 

A.  ALLEN,  L.  U.  No.  1. 

WM.  TALLMAN,  L.  U.  No.  4. 

THOS.  HEENOM,  L.  U.  No.  11. 

GEO.  STOCKER,  L.  U.  No.  748. 

THOS.  MURPHY,  L.  U.  No.  99r.. 

ABE  BRIDDICK,  L.  U.  No.  37. 

ED.  KNUDTSON,  L.  U.  No.  467. 

JOE  KRATINA,  L.  U.  No.  2706. 

Committee. 
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LAST  SECTION  OF  RESOLUTION  NO.  77. 
Third.     That  an  old  age  pension  law  be  enacted  through  the  govern- 
ment, providing  for  a  pension  to  our  old  workers  over  fifty-five  years  of  age. 
J.  L.  McKlTTRICK,  President  L.  U.  No.  52. 
JA8.  BRIGHT, 
ALPHA  LAUGHHUNN, 
FRANK  LAZARETTI, 

Resolution  Committee. 
The  connnittce  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  above  resolutions  the  follow- 
ing: 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  ITiiited  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  Con- 
vention Assembled: 

(Greeting — In  accordance  with  world-wide  customs  and  the  accepted  prin- 
ciples of  all  progressive  bodies  which  have  for  their  object  the  promotion  of  the 
public  welfare;  and  believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  care  and  support  of  the  aged 
citizens  of  our  nation  should  be  made  a  question  of  genuine  public  moment ;  and 
Whereas,  Victor  L.  Berger,  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  District,  has  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  whereby  the  aged  citizens  of 
this  country  may  bo  able  to  spend  the  evening  of  life  with  some  small  measure 
of  comfort  and  happiness;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  officers  and  delegates  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual 
Convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  favor  in  ita  entirety  the 
Old  Age  Pension  Bill  introduced  by  Congressman  Berger,  es{>ecially  that  clause 
which  makes  it  imperative  that  no  court  or  judge  shall  ignore,  avoid  or  annul 
tho  I'xpressed  will  of  the  people's  chosen  representatives;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  an  invitation  to  Congressman  Berger  to  address 
this  convention  before  adjournment. 

Respectfully'  submitted, 

DAVID  B.  ROBB, 
FRANK  J.  HAYES, 
CHAS.   FOX, 
F.  E.  WHITE, 

F.  FARRINGTON, 
JAMES  LORD, 
OUS  DWYER, 

T.  HAGGERTY, 

G.  W.  LACKEY, 

On  ninti<,n  the  substitute  offorod  by  the  committee  was  adopted. 
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BBSOLUTION   NO.    127. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Be  it  Besolved,  That  we  use  our  cumbined  efforts  to  obtain  a  wash 
rouise  at  each  and  every  mine  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 
FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 
H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
The  committee  offered  the  following  substitute  for  Resolution  No.  127: 
We,  your  committee,  concur  in  the  spirit  of  the  resolution,  and  recommend 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  district  organization  for  action. 
On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  >vas  concurred  in. 
The  committee  stated  that  a  substitute  would  be  offered  for  the  two  reso- 
lutions following: 

RESOI.UTION  NO.  161. 

Resolution  to  be  presented  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  A  fair  portion  of  the  membership  of  our  union  is  composed 
of  Italians,  and  a  great  majority  of  them  are  not  able  to  speak  English, 
aod  therefore  not  well  posted  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  our   union; 

Wlieretts,  We  have  not  so  far  provided  any  means  to  educate  and  keep 
them  posted  on  the  mining  industry  and  labor  movements  of  the  country 
by  means  of  literature  printed  in  their  language;  and, 

Wheireas,  A  weekly  paper  printed  in  their  language  would  greatly 
benefit  them,  aad  also  give  the  organisation  a  better,  a  more  enlightene<l 
membership,*  and  also  a  means  of  keeping  the  Italians  located  throughout 
the  different  locals  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  close  touch;  and, 

Whereas,  The  organization,  by  only  making  a  donation  or  a  loan  of  a 
few  hundred  doUars  which  could  be  legally  guaranteed,  would  enable  a 
brother  that  has  already  corresponded  on  the  subject  with  our  President, 
John  P.  White,  to  obtain  his  permission  to  have  such  a  journal  published  in 
District  15  and  get  it  in  circulation  throughout  the  various  locals  before 
enongh  subscribers  could  be  secured  to  make  it  self-supporting;  therefore, 
bo  it 

Resolved,  That  seeing  the  necessity  of  such  a  publication  and  the  benefit 
the  organization  would  derive  from  it,  and  as  the  watchword  of  our  union 
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is  ''Education/'  we  authorize  a  publication  of  the  aforesaid  kind;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  give  such  a  publication  our  hearty  endorsement,  and 
it  shall  be  under  our  jurisdiction,  and  we  can  stop  its  publication  in  ease 
it  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  our  union. 

Adopted  by  Local  No.  1668,  District  No.  15,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  163. 

Resolution  to   be   Presented  to  the  Twenty-third   Annual   Convention   of  the 

U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Whereas,  A  fair  portion  of  the  membership  of  our  union  is  composed 
of  Italians,  and  a  great  majority  of  them  are  not  able  to  speak  English, 
and  therefore  not  well  posted  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  union; 
and, 

Whereas,  We  have  not  so  far  provided  any  means  to  educate  and  keep 
them  posted  on  the  mining  industry  and  labor  movements  of  the  country 
by  means  of  literature  printed  in  their  language;  and, 

Whereas,  A  weekly  paper  printed  in  their  language  would  greatly  ben- 
efit them,  and  also  give  the  organization  a  better,  A  more  enlightened  mem- 
bership, and  also  a  means  of  keeping  the  Italians  located  throughout  the 
rrifferent  locals  of  the  IT.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  close  touch;  and, 

Whereas,  The  organization,  by  only  making  a  donation  or  a  loan  of  a 
few  hundred  dollars,  which  could  be  legally  guaranteed,  would  enable  a 
brother  that  has  already  corresponded  on  the  subject  with  our  President, 
John  P.  White,  to  obtain  his  permission  to  have  such  a  journal  published  in 
District  15  and  get  it  in  circulation  throughout  the  various  loeals  before 
enough  subscribers  could  be  secured  to  make  it  self-supporting;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  seeing  the  necessity  of  such  a  publication  and  the  benefit 
the  orgjinization  would  dorive  from  it,  and  as  the  watchword  of  our  union 
is  ''Education/'  we  authorize  a  publication  of  the  aforesaid  kind;  and  bo  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  give  such  a  publication  our  hearty  endorsement,  and 
it  shall  be  under  our  jurisdiction,  and  we  can  stop  its  publication  in  ease 
it  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  our  union. 

Adopted  by  Local  No.  1338,  District  No.  15,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

The  committee  offered  the  following  substitute  for  Resolutions  161 
and  163: 
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*  *  Resolved,  That  wherever  a  labor  publication  can  be  started  where  the 
cau»e  of  the  miners  can  be  furthered,  the  luternatioual  Executive  Board 
s^^^ll  investigate  the  entire  matter,  and  if  in  their  opinion  it  will  be  a 
goo<l  thing  to  start  such  a  publication  they  shall  be  empowered  to  assist  the 
<i'®'*Tict  or  locality  affected  in  whatever  way  they  may  deem  best.'' 

X>elegate  Lackey — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  offered  by  the 
cOTi-tuf^ittee.     (Seconded.) 

i>elegate  Doyle,  District  1^ — Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Delegates:  These 

resol^xtions  as  introduced  provide  for  a  publication  in  the  Italian  language. 

^Ix^y    come  from  local  unions  in  District  15.     Those  of  you  who  have  been 

*''^*'Oiagh  District  15  or  through  the  Southwest  understand  that  we  have  a 

^""^^t;   many  Italian  brothers  in  that  field.     We  also  have  a  great  many  Ital- 

1^X1.8     throughout  the  unorganized  field   of  southern  Colorado,  New  Mexico 

^^^    XJtah,  and  we  believe  that  if  a  publication  in  their  own  language  could 

^'^  ^a.d,  and  let  District  15  publish  it,  it  would  aid  us  greatly  in  organizing 

1^"^Be    unorganized   fields.    In  Louisville,  Colo.,  at  least   two  thirds   of  the 

^'^^^Jabers  are  Italians.     These  brothers  can  speak  the  English  language  to 

^^'^e  extent,  but  cannot  read  it.     They  are  loyal  to  the  organization  anu 

^'^er  to  learn  the  principles  of  the  union.     We  believe  if  we  eould  get  the 

^Pport  of  this  convention  to  have  a  publication  of  that  kind   in  Colorado, 

it  Would  do  a  great  deal  of  good. 

The  men  of  southwestern  Colorado  are  very,  very  anxious  to  become 
members  of  this  organization.  In  fact,  it  is  very  diflBcult  to  keep  them  out 
before  they  are  organized.  We  believe  this  would  greatly  aid  the  organiz- 
ers in  this  field,  and  we  would  like  to  have  the  various  board  members  give 
it  their  consideration  and  see  that  such  a  publication  is  established. 

Delegate  Zelenka,  District  6 — Does  that  only  include  the  Italian  people? 
Delegate  Lackey,  secretary  of  the  committee,  read  the  resolution  and 
substitute. 

Delegate  Zelenka-^I  do  not  understand  that  very  clearly.  I  believe 
that  the  Mine  Workers'  Journal  should  not  only  be  printed  in  the  English 
language,  but  it  should  be  printed  in  the  leading  foreign  languages  of  the 
different  nationalities  working  in  our  mines.  I  believe  if  we  want  to  edu- 
cate the  men  that  are  working  in  the  ranks  and  have  them  understand  the 
r<'ason  why  they  are  organized  and  the  principles  of  our  organization,  it 
is  only  due  to  the  foreign  element  that  is  in  our  organization  that  we  print 
the  Mine  Workers'  Journal  in  the  leading  foreign  languages.  By  so  doing 
we  will  not  only  reach  the  miners  of  Colorado,  Utah  and  the  southwestern 
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states,  but  we  wiJl  be  able  to  reach  the  workers  in  the  mining  industry  i 
the  east  ai  well  ns  the  west.  By  printing  it  in  the  Polish  and  Slavish  an 
Hungarian  languages  we  will  be  able  to  reach  the  foreign  element  workin 
in  the  non-union  field.  I  believe  the  resolution  should  be  adopted  and  thf 
we  should  have  the  Journal  printed  in  the  different  languages,  so  as. to  I 
able  to  educate  the  foreigners  in  our  organization. 

President  White — The  chair  desires  to  state  that  the  subject  of  printin 
the  Journal  in  a  foreign  language  is  touched  upon  in  the  President's  r. 
port,  and  I  think  there  are  other  resolutions  dealing  with  the  Journal.  Tl 
resolution  before  the  house  provides  that  wherever  labor  papers  are  estal 
lished  that  will  advance  the  interest  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  irrespe 
tive  of  what  languages  they  are  printed  in,  the  matter  will  be  canvassc 
by  the  International  Executive  Board,  and  if  the  substitute  of  the  commits 
is  adopted  they  will  be  empowere<i  to  assist  that  publication  in  any  mann* 
find  way  they  determine  is  best. 

Delegate  McAllister,  District  22 — While  T  am  not  a  member  of  Diatri 
15  at  the  present  time,  T  have  seen  the  benefits  of  an  Italian  paper  prints 
in  Southern  Colorado.  In  1903  w^e  established  a  paper,  through  the  loans  i 
some  localp,  and  maintained  headquarters  in  Trinidad.  By  means  of  th 
Italian  paper  we  organized  all  the  Southern  Colorado  field.  After  we  g" 
it  into  circulation  we  had  a  lot  of  pamphlets  printed  in  the  languages  of  tl 
different  nationalities,  and  we  fellows  who  were  active  in  the  work  wei 
down  to  camps  at  night,  where  we  could  not  get  a  chance  in  the  day  tim 
and  circulated  these  papers  in  the  different  languages.  In  1903  a  strii 
was  called  by  the  organization,  and  1  want  to  tell  this  body  of  men  thj 
every  man  in  Sonthem  Colorado  came  out.  We  have  the  worst  class  ( 
operators  to  fight  in  Southern  Colorado  to  fight  there  is  in  the  United  State 
We  have  as  hard  a  light  on  our  hands  in  that  part  of  the  country  as  an 
j>lace  there  is.  1  think  all  we  can  do  for  the  northern  field  is  to  get  tl 
men'  in  the  southern  field  organized  and  combine  with  them.  If  this  organ 
zation  can  do  anything  to  extend  sympathy  to  those  men  in  Northern  Col 
rado  it  is  your  duty  to  do  it  and  help  those  brothers  who  have  been  out  c 
strike  for  twenty-one  months.  By  doing  this  and  putting  the  thing  in  ci 
culation  in  Southern  Colorado,  as  Brother  Doyle  stated,  we  will  educate  thoi 
men.  Every  man  in  Southern  Colorado  is  willing  to  come  to  the  front  an 
willing  to  be  organized,  and  we  should  get  them  educated  and  let  them  kno 
what  is  going  on  at  these  conventions  and  in  the  organization. 

Delegate  Masoner,  District  15 — I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution.     A  m; 
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JOT'it,y  of  the  miners  iu  Colorado  are  Italians,  especially  in  the  southern 
PA^'t.  By  having  this  Journal  pubished  out  in  that  country  in  the  Italian 
l&xi^ui^^  I  believe  the  circulation  would  be  greater  than  if  published  as  it 
1^  now.  The  people  out  there  feel  they  have  got  to  organize  those  men,  to 
S^t,  in  toueh  with  them^  and  this  ib  the  best  method  to  pursue,  aocording 
^o    ovir  ideas.    I  hope  you  will  give  this  serious  consideration. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  185. 


1 


o 


Staunton,  111.,  January  6.  1912. 
t:be  Twenty -third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis, 
Xnd.: 

A^^hereas,  There  was  passed  at  the  last  Internatioual  couveutiou,  held  in 
^^Itirnbus,  Ohio,  in  January,  1911,  the  following  motion: 

*  *That  our  next  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  in- 
'"^■^"ted  to  call  attention  to  the  action  of  this  convention  in  regard  to  the  Nn- 
'^**'^1  Civic  Federation  and  that  they  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  similar 
"*^t:io:jj  taken  in  the  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L,"  and 

A^hereas,  At  least  four  of  our  delegates  to  the  Atlanta  convention  of  the 
**"*•  of  L.  violated  these  instnictions ;  therefore,  be  it 

Xiesfdved,  That   the  Twenty-third  Annual  ("onvention   take  up  the  matter 
^*     demand  of, these  delegates  reasons  uhv  they  failed  to  obey  the  instructions 
*-  "^^  last  convention. 

-Approved  by  L.  U.  No.  755,  Staunton,  111. 

EDW.  A.  WTECK, 
FRANK   W.  aCHAEFER, 

Committee. 

^"our"  committee   non-foncurs   in   this   resolution,   ])ecause   we   iK'lieve   this 

_         ^r  will  be  properly  before  the  convention  when   the  delejjates  to  the 

^^*ata  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  submit  their  report. 

-=^\  motion   was  made  and   seconded  that  the  report  of  the   (-ommittee 

^^  concurred  in. 

X)elegate  Germer,  District  12 — I  think  the  eonunittee  is  ignoring  the 
"^^TUage  of  the  motion  adopted  at  the  Columbus  convention.  That  motion 
^'^'^ly  instructed  the  delegates  from  our  organization  to  do  all  in  their 
\'^^'^r  to  have  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  take  similar  action  to  that 
^'  ^^e  Columbus  convention  last  year.     And  if  you  will  follow  the  proceed- 
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iDgs  of  the  Atlanta  convention  you  will  find  that  a  few  of  the  delegates 
carried  out  the  instructions,  so  far  as  voting  was  concerned,  but  bo  far  as 
working  for  similar  action  was  concerned,  they  clearly  violated  tlieir  in- 
structions. If  you  read  their  speeches  you  will  find  that  they  attempted  to 
Justify  the  National  Civic  Federation.  They  tried  to  justify  the  existence 
of  the  National  Civic  Federation,  <'ontrary  to  the  instructions  of  our  con- 
vention, and  I  think  that  they  owe  an  explanation  to  this  convention  why 
they  disregarded,  ignored  and  violated  the  instructions  given  by  the  pre- 
vious International  convention. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  «^ 

this  question.    I  feel  at  this  time  we  ought  to  have  some  discussion  on  it.  — 

Supposing  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  conventioif  ■ 

did  not  carry  out  the  instructions f    I  feel  it  is  high  time  we  found  out  som.< 
thing  about  the  Civic  Federation.    I  want  you  to  know  that  I  have  nev< 
defended  any  organization  that  I  thought  was  going  to  be  detrimental 
the  United  Mine  Workers;  but  I  think  now  we  ought  to  try  to  find  out  son 
thing  about  the  National  Civic  Federation.    The  Civic  Federation,  aa  I 
derstand,  is  composed  of  men  and  women  from  every  walk  of  life. 

President  White — The  Civic  Federation  is  not  under  consideration, 
is  the  action  of  the  delegates  in  the  Atlanta  convention  and  their  poaitl- 
in  that  convention;  so  don't  confuse  the  convention  with  argument  on 
Civic  Federation  at  this  time.    The  resolution  deals  with  the  conduct  of 
lepresentatives  of  this  convention   to  the  American   Federation   of  Lata 
convention. 

Delegate  Finney — Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  my  remarks  are  along  th 
line. 

Delegate  Savage,  District  6 — I  would  like  to  ask  a  question.    If  Bret: 
Finney  knows  anything  about  the  Civic  Federation  T  would  like  to  know 

D«»legJite  Fiiincv — T  tlnnk  I  know  something  about  the  Civic  Federatic 
while  I  may  not  know  all  tlio  members  composing  the  Civic  Federation.    — - 
I  said  a  few  minutes  ago,  I  am  not  here  to  defend  the  Civic  Federati( 
but  I  feel  it  is  high  time  we  found  out  something  about  the  Civic  Fedi 
tion,  for  the  reason  it  has  become  a  very  popular  question  within  the 
four  or  five  years,  and  particularly  since  our  ex-President,  Mr.  John  Mitch^^^ 
became  a    member  of  it. 

Delegate  Hefforly — A  point  of  order.  The  Civic  Federation  is  not  un*^ 
consideration,  but  the  action  of  some  of  our  delegates  in  the  Atlanta  co^^^ 
vention. 
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IPresident  White — The  point  is  well  taken. 

X>elegate  Lewis,  District  6 — I  move  that  we  defer  any  consideration  of 
^^^y  <)uestion8  dealing  with  this  matter  until  the  delegates  to  the  American 
F^^^iation   of  Labor  convention  have  reported  to  this  convention.     (Bee- 

I*resident  White — The  motion  id  not  necessary.    The  report  of  the  com- 

''^i*'t;^«  covers  that.     It  asks  that  all  these  matters  be  held  yi  abeyance  until 

tlio     delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  make  their 

ret>ox"t. 

XDelegate  Lewis — My  understanding  of  the  report  of  the  committee  is 

*^^'t     they  non-concur  in  that  resolution  and  then  defer  action. 

I^resident  White — We  will  have  the  committee  read  that  report. 

XDelegate   Lackey,   Secretary   of   the   Committee— The    purpose    of   the 

'^pox^t  is  to  defer  action  until  such  time  as  the  report  of  the  delegates  to 

^     -American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  is  made. 

XDelegate  Lewis — I  understand  the  ruling  of  the  chair  then,  is  that  the 

^I^'tion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  will  mean  simply  deferring  discus- 

*^^     until  alter  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  have 

^^^^    heard. 

X^resident  White — Yes,  that  is  my   understanding. 

X)elegate  Walker — ^I  believe  that  the  whole  matter  would  be  settled  in 

^*^    a  way  as  to  satisfy  everybody,  as  far  as  they  could  be  satisfied,  if  all 

^     inen  involved  in  this  matter  arc  present  in  the  convention  when  the 

^"^^r  is  eonsidered.    There  are  four  delegates  mentioned  in  that  resolution 

^^^self,    Vice-President   Hayes,   ex-President    Mitchell    and    ex-Secretary-  . 

^^-^urer  W.  B.  Wilson.    As  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally,  I  expect  to 
b^ 

^  IdIc,  at  least  so  far  as  my  own  conscience  is  concerned,  to  justify  what 

*^^n  was  taken  then  by  me.     I  cxpoc^t  tliey  will  be  able  to  do  the  same. 
X     -J 

^*^^    not   expect  that  I  or  any  one   else   will   bo   able   to   satisfy  Brother 

^^^er.    Those  of  you  who  have  been  in  conventions  in  the  past  will  agree 

*^    me  that  that  is  more  than  you  could  expoot  of  any  ordinary  human 

If  I  am  in  order,  I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  Secretary  of  our 

•^^nization  be  instructed  to  immediately  wire  ex-President  John  Mitchell 

^    ^x-Secretary-Treasurer  William  B.  Wilson,  asking  them  to  be  here  when 

^^  matter  is  considered  if  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  here,  with  the  un- 

^'^tanding  that  the  organization  pay  their  expenses. 

Delegate  Germer — I  arise  to  second  that. 
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Delegate  Bobb,  District  d—I  rise  to  a  roini  of  order.    Mr.  Walker  ma.         de 
a  speeeh  before  making  a  motion,    it  is  unf*arliamentary. 

Delegate  Walker.  District   12—1  would  like  Brother  Bobb  to  cite 
to   any  law  or  parliamentary  rule   tbat   provides  a   speaker   cannot  mi 
a  motion  after  he  has  made  a  statement.     Brother  Robb  stated  that  it 
unparliamentary,  and  I  want  him  to  give  the  authority. 

Secretary  Perry — For  the  convenience  of  these  men  I  will  suggest  tl^t-  -*t 
this  be  made  a  special  order  and  that  we  designate  a  day  so  they  will  kKm^=^w 
when  to  appear. 

Delegate  Savage.  District  6 — Are  they  delegates  to  this  convent  i«==»n, 
Brother  Wilson  and  Brother  Mitchell  I 

Preaident  White — T  don't  know.  If  they  are  required  by  the  re8<:>'  '^^' 
tioD  to  give  information  to  this  convention  the  chair  is  of  the  opinion  tl:^  ^^ 
will  be  given  that  privilege  if  the  convention  so  desires. 

Delegate  Sa\age,  District  6— The  last  part  of  the  resolutiou  says  the  -^e^- 
I »ln nation  should  be  made  to  this  convention.  The  reason  I  ask  is  that  if  a  r:*'^  ^" 
is  :i  delegate  to  this  convention  he  should  not  be  paid  by  the  convention,  "*— •'"* 
l:y  his  local. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — There  are  some  delegates  here  who       ^^»'® 

on  the  credentials  of  their  local  union  and  they  are  paying  their  own         ^^* 

|M'nsos.    Ji  they  consider  that  for  their  own  education  it  is  worth  doing  t-P--*-  ^  ' 

I  expect  they  have  a  pt»rfect  right  to  do  it  when  the  local  unions  will  al  -^ 

t  hrir  names  to  ijo  on  the  credentials.    At  the  same  time  I  do  not  know  ui^    "^^ 

what   circumstances  ex-President  Mitcheirs  name  or  ex-Secretary  Wilsc^  ^^'^ 

name  are  on  the  credentials.    I  don't  konw  that  they  are  aware  their  \C^^ 

niiic»nH  elocteil  them  as  delegates  at  all,  and  it  may  be  possible  that  iP^^^^  ' 

won*  Mim]>ly   elected  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  them  on  the  part  of      "^^'^ 

Nm'uI  unions  bocauso  of  their  past  work  for  the  organization.     And  if  t    ^^^^ 

is  {\\\}  «'as<'.  if  they  come  here  it  will  necessarily  be  at  their  own  exper 

'ir- 

If  it   was  a   matter  in  which  they  were  elected  t()  come  here,  under  those 

rinnstaiioes,  1  believe  the  local  should  pay  the  expenses,  or  they  should 

it  out  of  thfir  own  pockets,  just  as  some  of  the  other  delegates  here  are  p*- 

ing  their  expenses  out  of  their  own  pocket.     But  this  is  an  instance  wh^ 

th«'  organization  requires  them  to  be  here.     If  they  are  on  the  credent^ 

under  the  circumstances  cited,  then  it  is  not  a  question  of  their  voluni 

•  ominjr  here.  ])e<*an»ie  we  want  them  here,  and  if  Secretary  Savage  was 

«.*  thp  mi»ii  involve*!.  1  would  make  the  same  motion.    I  believe  under  tk- 
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tancos,  unless  the  locals  are  jmyinjr  their  expensen,  if  this  convention 
^  them  to  be  here  we  should  he  willing  to  <lefray  the  cost, 
lefjrate  lleflferly.  District  .12  -1  want  to  raise  a  point  of  order  on  the 
(lent.  My  point  of  order  is  that  it'  Mr.  Mitchell  and  the  three  others 
d  were  delegates  to  the  Amerii-an  Federation  of  Labor  convention, 
;ve  a  right  to  appear  in  this  <-onveiition  and  make  their  reports  and 

pay  for  the  same. 

»sident  White — The  chair  does  not  entertain  that  as  a  point  of  order. 
ivcnLion  has  a  right  to  instruct  that  their  expenses  will  be  paid  if 
•  desire. 

legate  I^ewis  (T.  L.) — My  understanding  is  that  delegates  elected  to 
ut  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  conventions  of  the  American  Federa- 

Labor,  Internationnl  Mining  Congress  and  the  Western  Federation 
ers  are  elected  for  the  jnirpose  of  reporting  back  to  the  body  that 
them,  and  they  have  a  right  to  have  their  expenses  paid  for  the  time 

0  come  to  the  convention  and  report;  otherwise  we  would  be  placing 
es  in  the  position  of  electing  men  to  represent  us  and  paying  them 
f  for  their  service?^.     I  do  not  believe  this  organization   ha»  as  yet 

1  the  point  in  its  history  when  we  ex^jcct  to  <io  business  that  way. 
legate  Walker — If  the  chair  rules  that  position  is  the  correct  one,  I 
ling  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  but  there  is  one  of  those  men  who 
eady  been  honored  by  our  organization  in  a  convention  where  it  has 
st  as  obvious  as  this  that  certain  things  should  be  done  that  were  not 
md  as  there  has  been  no  ruling  made  on  this  question  in  the  past  by 
ivention,  1  wanted  to  ?nake  it  clear  so  there  would  be  no  embarrass- 
n  the  part  of  any  one. 

?sident  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  nothing 
1  to  the  best  interests  of  our  organization  in  the  amendnieut  and   it 

a  guide  to  the  Secretary  and  the  officers. 

legate  llelmer,  District  12 — 1  desire  to  say  that  Brother  .John  Mit- 
as  1/een  elected  as  a  delegate  to  rei»resent  Local  8617,  District  J2, 
ng  to  the  report  of  the  Credeiitials  Committee. 

legate  Green  (Wm),  i>istri<'t  (> — I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  this 
tion  should  refuse  to  adopt  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker. 
,  r  believe  it  is  the  ovrrwhelming  sentiment  of  this  convention  that 

motion  slioidd  b:*  adopted.  On  account  of  the  different  res«)lutions 
J  on  this  particular  question  that  iiave  been  introduced  and  are  now 
\r  before   this   convention,   tliere    are    many    reasons   why   all   of   the 
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delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  LaV>or  should  be  present.  In  order 
to  give  each  one  an  opportunity  to  oxplaiu  his  position  to  the  delejjates  i:i 
this  convention  they  should  all  be  hero.  1  am  sure  that  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  are  perfectly  willing  that  the  railroad  expenses  and 
other  incidentals  should  be  paid  to  these  delegates  in  order  to  get  them  here. 
[  hope  that  this  resolution  will  be  adopted  unanimously. 

Delegate  Savage — I  just  asked  a  question.  I  did  not  speak  against  the 
resolution.  I  did  not  understand  it.  I  did  not  offer  any  objection  to  it,  but 
I  wanted  to  make  the  point  clear. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  carried,  and  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  the  committee  ^vas  adopted  as  amended. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent  by  Se<Tetar3c  Perry  to  Mr. 
Mitchell: 

** Indianapolis,  Indiana,  .Tanuary  18,  1912. 
*Mohn  Mitchell,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.: 

'*Our  ^'onveiition  requests  your  presence  soon  as  convenient.  Important 
and  absolutely  necessary  that  you  come.  Report  of  delegates  to  American 
Fe<lerat40u  of  Labor  held  in  abeyance  until  your  arrival.     Answer. 

EDWIN  PERRY,  Secretary.'* 

A  similar  telegram  was  sent  by  Secretary  Perry  to  William  B.  Wilson. 

Delegate  Walker — ^I  am  only  speaking  for  myself  in  the  matter,  but  I 
think  I  can  say  the  same  for  at  least  Secretary-Treasurer  McDonald  of  Dis- 
trict 12,  and  Vice-President  Hayes,  that  our  report  is  ready  and  can  be  sub- 
mitted at  any  time.  Without  any  date  being  set  it  can  be  understood  that 
the  reports  will  be  held  back  until  ^fr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Wilson  can  get 
here,  provided  they  can  reach  here  before  the  final  adjournment. 

Delegate  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — In  accordance  with  the 
motion  adopted  yesterday  afternoon,  referring  Resolution  No.  107  back  to 
the  committee,  in  order  that  we  might  report  on  all  the  resolutions  dealing 
with  this  subject  matter,  your  committee  reports  as  follows: 

LAST  PARAGRAPH  RESOLUTION  NO.  107. 

Resolved,  Th^-  President  of  the  U.  'SI.  W.  of  A.  is  hereby  authorized 
and  instructed  to  call  a  convention  of  labor  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1912,  extending  invitations  to  all  organizations  now 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  all  others  in  existence 
in  thin  country  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  "industrial  organization   of 
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labor''  having  for  its  Qbjcct  '*the  emanr^ipation  of  the  wage  workers  from 
the  yoke  of  industrial  slavery/'  FRANK  HEFFERLY, 

Delegate  I..  U.  So.  848,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  118. 

Edgemont,  III.,  January  4,  1912. 

Whereas,  We  realize  that  an  industrial  form  of  organization  is  abso- 
lutely ne<.*eP8ary  to  the  working  class  in  its  stnijjgle  with  the  employers;  and 
we  also  reiilize  that  our  own  interests  as  mine  workers  are  firmly  bound  up 
with  the  interests  of  every  other  member  of  the  working  class,  and  recog- 
nizing that  the  craft  form  of  organization  cannot  any  longer  protect  the 
workers  in  their  struggle  with  the  better  organized  employing  class;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  next  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  the  immediate  forma- 
tion of  industrial  unions  in  place  of  the  present  craft  organizations  within 
its  ranks. 

Adopted  by  L.  U.  No.  270«. 

G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 
JAMES   MASON,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  162. 
Resolutions  Presented  December  26,  1911. 

Whereas,  The  miners  of  the  northern  Colorado  coal  fields  are  engaged  in 
a  struggle  for  better  working  and  living  conditions,  also  the  maintennnc»» 
of  our  organization,  for  the  past  twenty-one  months;  and, 

Whereas,  This  fight  has  brought  out  many  phases  of  the  industrial  strng- 
glo  which  organized  labor  will,  sooner  or  later,  be  compelled  to  meet.  For 
instance,  as  to  carpenters,  brick  and  stone  masons,  members  of  organized 
labor,  erected  stockades  around  the  mines,  inside  of  which  they  bnilt  houses 
and  other  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  imported  strike  breakers. 
Organized  machinists  installed  machinery  within  these  stockades.  Railroad 
men,  members  of  the  various  organizations,  have  and  continue  to  haul  strike 
breakers  into  these  stockades  and  scab-mined  coal  to  the  markets;  and. 

Whereas,  The  local  unions  of  District  No.  15,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  have  trie«] 
to  induce  these  men  to  cease  this  unfair  work,  but  have  always  been  mef 
with  the  argument  that  they  are  working  under  a  signed  contract  with  their 

M.  Pfo.-f . 
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employers;  and  while  Ihey  admit  they  are  doing  wrong,  they  state  they  are 
powerless,  beeanse  of  their  contract,  to  do  otherwise;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  by  this,  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.  now  assembled,  That  we  initiate  a  systematic,  aggressive  agita- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  closer  co-operation  and  centraliza- 
tion of  forces  and  influences  with  all  crafts,  calculated  to  materially  affect 
the  successful  outcome  of  any  strike;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  miners'  delegate  to  the  next  annual  convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  to  work  for  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
and  that  it  be  enforced;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  this  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  invest  the  Inter- 
national President  with  power  to  appoint  a  representative  to  attend  all  con- 
ventions of  the  different  craft  unions,  to  lay  before  them  what  is  set  forth 
IP.  these  resolutions. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  1668,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

TOM  THIRT.ANG,  Secretary. 


REaOLTTTION  NO.   164. 


Resolutions  Presented  December  26,  1911. 


Whereas,  The  miners  of  the  northern  Colorado  coal  fields  are  engagec^^ 
in  a  struggle  for  better  working  and  living  conditions,  also  the  maintenan<?*t  .^>. 
of  our  organization,  for  the  past  twenty-one  months;  and, 

Whereas,  This  fight  has  brought  out  many  phases  of  the  industrial  stri*'  ^t- 
gle  which  organized  labor  will,  sooner  or  later,  be  compelled  to  me€»t.     "F*or 
instance,  as  to  carpenters,  brick  and  stone  masons,  members  of  organi^^" 
labor,  erected  stockades  around  the  mines,  inside  of  w^hich  they  built  hoi'^^^*^ 
and   other  buildings  for  the   accommodation   of  imported   strike  brealc^*^' 
Organized  machinists  installed  machinery  within  these  stockades.     Railr^^^** 
men,  moni]>ers  of  the  various  railroad  organizations,  have  and  continue 
haul  strike  breakers  into  these  stockades  and  scab-mined  coal  to  the  tn^ 
kets;  and. 

Whereas,  The  local  unions  of  District  No.  15,  IT.  M.  W.  of  A.,  have  trifr^^ 
to  induce  these  men  to  cease  this  unfair  work,  but  have  always  been  ine»^ 
with  the  argument  that  they  are  working  under  a  signed  contract  with  their^ 
employers.     And  while  they  admit  they  are  doing  wrong,  they  state  they 
are  powerless,  because  of  their  contract,  to  do  otherwise;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  by  this,  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
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of  A.  now  assembled,  That  we  initiate  a  systematic,  aggressive  agitation  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  closer  co-operation  and  centralization  of 
forces  and  influences  with  all  crafts,  calculated  to  materially  affect  the  suc- 
cessful outcome  of  any  strike;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  miners'  delegate  to  the  next  annual  convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  to  work  for  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
and  that  it  be  enforced;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  this  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  invest  the  Inter- 
national President  with  power  to  appoint  a  representative  to  «.ttend  all  con- 
ventions of  the  different  craft  unions,  to  lay  before  them  what  is  set  forth 
in  these  resolutions. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  1388,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

TOM  THIRLANG,  Secretary. 
The  committee  offered  the   following   as  a   substitute   for   Resolutions 
^'os.  118,  162,  164  and  the  last  section  of  Resolution  No.  107: 

**  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  convention 
'iat  the  method  of  organization  by  industry  be  inaugurated  wherever  possi- 
^^^r  and  the  delegates  to  the  next  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention 
®  instructed  to  use  every  endeavor  to  bring  this  about,  and  we  further 
^'^niinend  that  representatives  of  the  International  and  district  branches 
^Ut  organization  visit  the  different  labor  conventions  wherever  possible 
^    Ua©  every  endeavor  to  mold  sentiment  along  these  lines." 

■'delegate   Lackey,   Secretary   of   the   Committee — I  move   the   adoption 

^Jie  substitute  offered  by  the  committee.     (Seconded.) 

-^^elegate    Hughes    (T.),   District   No.    6 — As    a   matter   of   inforination. 

"the   resolution  adopted  in   the  Columbus  convention   not   instruct  the 

*"iiational  Kxecutivo  Board  to  endeavor  to  have  a  closer  affiliation  with 


^nte 


*Hljor  organizations  of  this  country?    I  want  to  know  if  the  International 
'^uti\e  Board  rapde  any  effort  last  year  along  that  line! 

I^resident   White — Wherever    we    have    \d8ited   any   conventions   we  have 
***'^S8ed  that  thought  so  far  as  I  know. 

delegate  Doyle,  District  15 — As  a  delegate  from  the  northern  field  of 

^T^do,  where  the  men  have  been  on  strike  for  twenty-one  months,  I  be- 

^^  T  voice  the  sentiment  of  every  member  there  when  I  say  I  am  heartily 

^    *avor  of  the  substitute  offered  by  the  committee.    We  have  had  experience 

^^  that  field  with  the  attempts  of  the  operators  to  defeat  the  miners'  organi- 

^*ioii.     Men  came  in  there  with  union  cards  in  their  pockets  and  hauled 

l<>ad8  of  those  non-union  men  from  the  southern  states  into  the  stockades. 
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Then  they  hauled  the  scab  coal  out.  We  have  union  barbers  who  extend 
welcome  hand  to  those  non-union  men  when  they  enter  the  town  and  go  to 
barbershop.  We  have  union  carpenters  who  have  built  the  stockades  an 
the  houses  inside  of  them^  working  under  Winchesters  while  they  were  buili 
ing  the  houses.  We  appealed  to  them  and  they  said  they  had  no  grievan( 
with  their  employers,  that  they  were  bound  to  continue  at  work. 

I  attended  twenty-one  trade  union  meetings  in  Denver  just  previoi 
to  coming  to  this  convention,  and  in  every  instance  I  mentioned  the  matt< 
of  industrial  organization.  It  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  those  men 
bers.  On  every  Labor  Day  we  hear  the  statement  that  *'We  hope  the  tin 
will  come  when  we  ^^ill  be  more  closely  affiliated.^'  Adjutant  General  Chas 
the  famous  man  of  Cripple  Creek  under  Governor  Peabody,  has  in  the  lai 
few  months  organized  a  company  of  militia  absolutely  from  union  men,  i 
the  next  time  they  shoot  us  down  I  suppose  it  will  be  to  the  tune  of  Yankc 
Doodle. 

Delegate  Farrington,  District  12 — As  a  matter  of  information  I  wai 
to  ask  the  committee  if  their  recommendation  contemplates  that  delegate 
attending  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  are  to  advocate  tl 
establishment  of  a  policy  of  industrial  unionism  within  each  distinctii 
trade,  or  an  industrial  union  composed  of  all  trades. 

Delcgato  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — I  desire  to  say  thj 
would  be  a  condition  that  would  have  to  be  worked  out  by  the  delegat4 
who  attend  the  convention  as  to  how  far  they  could  go  in  advocating  tl 
formation  of  industrial  organization.  I  see  no  reason,  however,  why  thei 
should  be  any  misunderstanding  about  the  substitute  offered  by  the  coi 
mittec.  I  think  the  substitute  covers  every  phase  of  progress  intended  t 
th(»  people  who  are  in  favor  of  industrial  unionism.  This  resolution  do< 
not  commit  this  organization  or  any  other  organization  to  any  technio 
form  of  association;  it  merely  provides  that  our  dolt?gatos  to  the  next  i-o 
vention  of  the  Amcrif^an  Federation  of  Labor  shall  work  to  the  end  th 
industrial  crafts  organizations  be  established.  We  mean  by  this  that  orga 
izations  similar  to  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  should  be  organiz 
in  all  branches  of  industry.    That  is  the  meaning  of  our  substitute. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — There  ought  to  be  an  understanding 
the  convention  on  that  matter.    One  branch  of  industrialists  are  advocati 
what  they  call  an  industrial  union.     As  they  understand  it  that  form 
organization  means  that  the  coal  miner,  the  barber,  the  stenographer  a 
everybody  would  get  into  the  same  organization.     The  other  element  advoc 
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ing  industrial  unionism  understand  it  tu  mean  all  the  men  or  women  em- 
ployed in  any  one  given  industry,  it  does  not  matter  which  particular  branch 
of  the  trade  they  follow.  Now,  as  I  have  always  understood  it,  and  as  under 
the  present  circumstances  I  have  been  advocating  it,  I  have  been  doing  wliat 
I  could  to  bring  about  industrial  unionism  on  the  same  basis  that  we  are 
^'gaaized  in  our  industry.  That  means  that  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  en- 
^neeTs,  firemen,  teamsters,  drivers,  trappers  and  coal  miners  are  all  in  one 
union — all  of  those  that  are  directly  connected  with  the  operation  of  any  one 
particular  industry — and  that  is  what  I  understand  the  committee's  report 
to  mean.  I  believe  that  whatever  the  future  may  hold  for  the  greater  in- 
dustrial unionism  at  the  present  time  the  only  practical  industrial  unionism 
^^  can  fight  for  at  all  or  try  to  establish  is  an  organization  by  industries; 
^^^t  is,  all  of  tho«e  who  are,  like  ourselves  in  the  coal  industry,  related  to 
each  other  by  one  union.  Of  course,  the  railroad  workers,  the  teamsters  who 
"^ul  coal,  the  lake  seamen  who  ship  cof.l,  and  the  longshoremen  who  handle 
^^  an^  store  it  on  the  docks — ^if  they  would  not  be  directly  organized  with  us 
"'^^ier  the  same  union,  paying  dues  and  per  capita  tax  and  assessments  into 
**®  Same  union,  they  could  be  related  in  a  department  way  such  as  they  are 
*^  present.  But  all  those  like  the  men  working  in  the  railrbad  industry,  we 
*>®lieve,  should  be  in  one  organization  where  the  relations  are  such  as  they 
^^^  "^ith  us,  and  they  would  be  so  closely  affiliated  and  have  an  understand- 
^"^  So  well  and  clearly  defined  that  we  could  assist  each  other  in  case  of 
^''ou>>i^  rather  than  cripple  and  burden  each  other  as  we  are  doing  at  the 
P^^»ont  time. 

I>elegate  Farrington — In  order  that  the  miners'  delegates  who  attend 
^  *^-  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  may  have  specific  instructions 
*'  ^o  the  form  of  industrial  unionism  the  United  Mine  Workers  favor,  if  I 
^^  permitted,  I  want  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the  committee's  report.  I 
"^^^'0  as  a  substitute  that  the  delegates  who  attoiul  the  American  Federation 
^f  1-aljor  convention  representing  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization, 
he  instructed  to  advocate  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention 
a  reformation  in  the  policy  of  th(^  American  Federation  of  Labor  which  will 
tend  to  secure  the  formation  of  industrial  unions  in  all  industries. 

President  White — I  could  not  entertain  that  as  a  substitute,  because 
the  motion  before  the  house  is  a  substitute  for  the  many  resolutions  that 
were  pending  on  this  matter.  You  might  amend  the  substitute  to  give 
spf»cifie  instructions  us  to  the  form  of  industrial  unionism  that  we  desire. 
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Delegate   Lewis — It  seems   to   me   that  the   substitute   offered   by   tfc^ 
committee  covers  everj'  requirement  that  we  want. 

President  White — T  think  so  myself. 

Delegate   Lewis — It    is   understood   now   that   there   are   a   number   «Z3 
unions  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  that  are  just  ^3 
much  industrial  organizations  as  the  miners.    The  Iron  Holders  is  an  indu-  ' 
trial  organization;  tlie  Tobacco  Workers  is  an  industrial  organization;  tK= 
Brewery  Workers  is   an   industrial   organization,   and  I   might  go   on   ac=s 
enumerate  any  number  of  others.    The  Printers  are  practically  an  industrl    ^ 
organization.     I  would  be  opposed  to  industrial  organization  in  its  geneir^ 
application  to  all  wage  earners,  but  I  am  in  favor  of  organization  by  i^^ 
dustry.    That  means  on  the  one  hand,  that  if  we  had  an  industrial  organi^^ 
tion,  we  would  organize  all  the  wage  earners  in  one  town  into  one  uni<     m 
That  cannot  be  done  successfully;  not  at  this  time,  any  way,  for  there  ^^ 
too  many  wage  earners  who  are  willing  to  subordinate  their  union  princip^^B 
to  the  craft  idea.     They  haven't  got  out  of  their  minds  yet  that  we  ^t^ 
passing  through  the  age  where  every  skilled  mechanic  is  being  reduced 
the  ranks  of  common  labor;  but  when  we  take  the  other  phase  of  it,  orga-  ^3 
zation  by  industry,  that  would  mean,  according  to  my  view,  every  man  e^  ■ 
ployed  in  a  craft  industry,  whether  he  were  a  glass  blower  or  whether 
wheeled  the  scrap  from  the  furnace  and  dumped  it,  would  be  in  one  unic^-' 
that  every  man  in  the  iron  ai.d  steel  industry,  from  the  highly  skilled  r»^* 
chanic  down  to  the  laborer  that  received  a  dollar  and  thirty-five  cents  a  d^.^ 
every  man  connected  with  a  rolling  mill,  a  tin  mill,  a  blast  furnace  ari^ 
everything  connected  with  the  manufacturing  of  iron  and  steel  would  be  i^^ 
one  union.     That  is  industrial  unionism.    In  the  Tobacco  Workers,  for  in- 
Ftance,  the  cigar  makers  and  the  stogie  makers  would  all  be  in  one  organiza 
tion,  because  they  all  handle  the  material  known  as  tobacco,  but  they  are 
divided  now. 

If  passing  a  resolution  in  this  convention  would  have  the  desired  effect, 
that  would  say  there  must  be  organization  by  industry,  federated  under  the 
name  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  you  would  be  able  to  get 
enough  delegates  to  pass  such  a  resolution  in  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  convention;  if  they  were  able  to  follow  it  up  so  that  that  prineiple 
has  to  be  carried  into  effect,  we  would  be  literally  taking  men  by  the  neck 
in  one  union  and  bringing  them  over  to  the  other  and  saying:  ^'You  must 
conform  to  our  ideas  or  get  on  the  outside."     We  would  be  dividing  the 
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forces  of  labor  on  the  industrial  field,  just  as  the  employers  would  like  to  see 
us  divided. 

I  made  a  statement  yesterday,  and  I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion,  that 
until  delegates  who  aro  industrially  inclined  and  believe  in  that  principle 
^^-If  e  a  positive  stand  and  elect  that  kind  of  men  at  the  head  of  the  Ameri- 
<?an.  f^ederation  of  Labor,  we  will  still  be  haunted  with  the  crafts  idea  buga- 
"^o,  and  be  divided  on  the  industrial  field  in  this  country.  That  is  my  ex- 
perience, not  as  a  delegate  merely,  but  as  a  member  of  the  Adjustment  Com- 
mittee of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  We 
^iideavored  to  harmonize  and  bring  these  divided  forces  together,  but  when- 
^^er  men  came  into  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention,  every 
'■©presentation  of  every  organization  they  were  selfish  enough  to  insist: 
I  Danst  retain  my  membership  in  my  organization,  regardless  of  the  effect 
^^  tHe  welfare  of  the  men  at  home.^'  That  is  the  reason  why  the  brewery 
^^orlt^Pg  were  compelled  by  the  majority  of  the  American  Federation  of 
-•abor  to  surrender  jurisdiction  over  some  firemen  and  some  engineers  in 
®  l>Teweries  of  this  country.  It  was  a  fight  for  membership;  it  was  a  fight 
^^  tax;  it  wag  a  fight  for  oflfice,  in  order  to  keep  the  forces  divided. 

^hen  we  go  to  work  and  take  a  positive  stand  here  in  favor  of  the  sub- 

^^•^'te  by  the  committee,  we  are  saying  to  the  world  that  we  are  not  going 

^©linquish  the  principles  upon  which  we  are  foimded.     Then  go  one  step 

^Ker  and  instruct  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 

"^^   every  effort  in  their  power  not  to  compromise  with  the  craft  idea,  but 

^  ^OTce  the  ussne.    Work  along  these  lines  so  far  as  it  will  not  divide  the 

^^es  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.     Finally,  when  we  are  con- 

^^<ied  that  the  present  leaders  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are 

^*^t  carrying  into  effect  the  .wishes  of  their  own  constituents,  remove  the 

»^^clerg  and  put  progressive  men  at  the  head  of  the  American  Federation  of 

^bor.    Then  you  will  have  organization  by  industry  all  over  this  country. 

Delegate  Lackey,  secretary  of  the  committee,  again  read  the  substitute 

^econunendod  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Lackey — 1  see  no  reason  whatever  why  there  should  be  any 
niisimderstanding  about  the  substitute  offered  by  the  committee.  T  think  the 
substitute  covers  every  pha^e  of  progress  intended  by  the  people  who  are  in 
favor  of  industrial  unionism.  This  resolution  does  not  commit  this  organi- 
zation or  any  other  organization  to  any  technical  form  of  association;  it 
merely  provides  that  our  delegates  to  the  next  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  shall  work  to  the  end  that  industrial  crafts  organiza- 
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tiona  be  established.  Wo  mean  by  this  that  orjjfsiuizations  similar  to  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  Ameri«'a  »hoiild  be  organized  in  all  branches  of 
industry.     That  is  the  meaning  of  our  substitute. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  material  discord  of 
opinion  as  between  the  views  held  by  myself  and  those  expressed  by  Dele- 
gate Lewiby  relative  to  the  establishment  of  industrial  unions.  The  thing 
that  I  want  to  avoid,  if  possible*  is  having  the  various  newspapers  of  this 
country  publish  broadcast  the  statement  that  the  United  Mine  Workers' 
organization  has  gone  on  record  as  favoring  industrial  unionism,  thereby 
conveying  the  impression  that  the  Mine  Workers  favor  the  establishment 
of  an  industrial  union  that  means  a  consolidation  of  the  mine  workers, 
teamsters,  liarbers,  machinists  and  various  other  trade  organizations  in  this 
country. 

Reference  has  beeu  made  lo  the  leaders  of  the  American  Federation  o^ 
Labor.     While,  perhaps,  that  matter  may  not  be  germane  to  the  discussio^c:^ 
now  before  the  house,  or  the  subject  matter  before  the  convention  for  cotm.  - 
pideration,  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity,  if  possible,  to  allay  any  sul^- 
picion  that  may  f)revail  in  the  minds  of  this  delegation  that  it  is  the  lead^"5rs 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  who  are  preventing  the  establishm.^'*** 
of  this  form  of  organization.     The  leaders  of  the  American  Federation    *^^ 
Labor,  like  the  leaders  of  any  other  organization,  are  guided  by  the    »^' 
structions  given  them  by  the  delegates  in  the  convention,  and  if  that  dele^^' 
tion  says  that  the  present  system  of  organization  shall  be  continued,  th^^^ 
is  naught  else  for  the  leaders  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  ^^ 
but  to  continue  that  policy.     I  do   not  think   that  impression  ought  to  ^^ 
thrown  our  here  that  the  reason  we  have  not  at  present  an  industrial  forf*' 
of  organization  within  each  industry,  is  because  of  the  leaders  who  hav^ 
jurisdiction   or  charge   over   the   destinies   of   the   American   Federation  of 
Labor. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  confusion  as 
to  what  industrial  unionism  means.  Industrial  unionism,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  an  organization  which  is  composed  of  different  departments,  for  instance, 
the  Depaitment  of  Mining,  Department  of  Transportation,  Department  of 
Machinery  and  so  on,  and  each  department  shall  be  composed  of  every  man 
that  works  in  that  industry.  For  instance,  in  the  Transportation  Depart- 
ment, it  should  include,  from  the  section  man  up  to  the  locomotive  engineer, 
every  employe  working  on  a  railroad-  practically  the  same  thing  as  we  have 
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i^ow  in  the  United  Mine  Workers.    That  is  the  only  form  of  industrial  i^nion- 
iifm  that  could  be  consistent  as  compared  with  crafts  organization. 

There  is  yet  another  thin^.  We  have  now  industrial  organizations,  so- 
called,  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  but  these  industrial 
or'^anizationa  sign  contracts  and  wage  agreements  which  expire  at  different 
\^eriods;  so  that  when  one  particular  craft  is  attacked,  the  members  of  the 
^^W  craft  whose  contract  has  not  expired  is  virtually  forced  to  scab  on 
^^e  ones  who  arc  out,  and  thus  they  are  divided.  Industrial  organization 
^ould  not  countenance  anything  of  that  kind.  In  the  present  stage  of  the 
'&bor  movement,  if  they  must  make  contracts,  they  would  sign  contracts 
^^ich  expired  at  the  sume  time,  and  that  is  my  understanding  of  the  Indus- 
^''iai  organization. 

There  is  yet  another  phase  of  industrial  uniopism,  and  that  is  that  the 
'^^OT  movement,  so-called,  must  have  a  certain  goal  to  attain  to.  Can  any- 
^^^  Use  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  as  a  goal  to  attain?  It  is  simply 
^^e  a  ship  on  the  sea  without  a  rudder.  The  industrial  organization  of  the 
^*"king  class  would  have  a  definite  goal  to  attain,  which  would  be  the 
^^^Ticipation  of  the  workers  from  the  present  system  which  robs  them  of 
^    product  of  their  toil. 

T'hen,  there  is  another  phase,  the  political  one.    The  workers  should  also 
^^'■ganlzed  in  a  political  organization  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  in- 
^^^^ial  phase  of  the  movement  in  order  to  emancipate  the  workers  and 
^^*ieliQrate  their  conditions  under  the  present  status  of  sooiety. 

I>elegate  Masouer,  District  15 — For  twenty-one  months  the  United  Mine 

^^kers   have   been  pouring  in   hundreds   of   thousands  of   dollars  in  the 

'"  ^^tbem  Colorado  strike  field  and  the  men  are  still  on  strike.     We  have 

^*^^  bloodshed  and  tears.     What  have  we  accomplished?     I  have  often  asked 

^y»elf  the  question  if  we  have  accomplished  anything.     I  do  realize,  how- 

^*^'cr,  that  one  thing  has  been  accomplished,  and  that  is  that  we  have  been 

^^^e  Socialists  and  we  are  organized  on  the  political  as  well  as  the  indus- 

^''ial  field.     We  have  asked  the   carpenters,  who  were  sent   there  by  the 

trades  and  Labor  Assembly  of  Denver — at  least  1  judge  they  were,  because 

they  had  cards  in  their  pockets,  and  if  they  were  not  sent  out  there  they 

were  permitted  to  go  and  build  the  stockades  and  build  houses  inside  the 

.Htockades   for  the  scabs — we   have   askod   them   why  thdy   did  that  work. 

Organized  machinists  also  went  there  and  put  up  the  hoists.     The  always 

tell  us,  "Boys,  we  are  awfully  sorry  for  you,  but  we  have  no  grievance  with 

our  contractors.'*     We  have  said  to  them,  "Why  don't  you  come  out  and 
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declare  yourselves  and  refuse  to  do  unfair  workf^'  They  have  said,  **Oh, 
but  we  cannot  do  that,  we  have  to  make  a  living. '* 

On  two  different  occasions  fhe  railroad  men  have  left  the  town  with 
tears  in  their  eyes  saying,  **  We  tire  awfully  sorry  for  you,  but  we  cannot 
quit  our  jobs  because  we  have  no  grievances  against  the  railroad  company.'^ 
Now,  what  must  we  do  to  get  rid  of  those  conditions?  We  must  organize 
industrially.  Even  the  detectives  say  to  us,  *'Why,  you  people  are  fools 
for  belonging  to  such  an  organization. '  *  Mrs.  Sullivan,  a  woman  out  there 
who  has  had  the  courage  to  go  into  one  of  the  bull  pens,  asked  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Baldwin  Detective  A'geucy  if  he  did  not  have  a  mother  at  home 
who  thought  very  much  of  him.  He  said,  ^*Yes,  Madam,  I  have."  ^rs. 
Sullivan  asked,  *  *  Why  do  you  come  out  here  and  try  to  break  up  the  homes 
of  those  organized  miners!'*  ''Why,"  he  said,  **I  have  to  make  a  living,'* 
She  asked  him  if  he  did  not  believe  in  unionism  and  he  said  he  did.  Then 
she  asked,  *'Why  don't  you  stand  up  for  itf  He  said,  ''Because  I  have  to 
make  a  living.  However,  the  minute  the  men  of  each  craft  organization  will 
get  together  into  one  solid  body  and  organize,  I  will  not  be  a  detective;  I 
will  come  over  on  their  side.  You  people  don't  show  me  that  you  are  pro- 
gressing. I  have  to  support  my  mother  and  my  family,  and  I  am  going  to 
work  for  the  master  who  gives  me  the  highest  wages. ' '  And  I  don 't  blame 
him  much  either!  Members  of  organized  labor  have  been  scabbing  on  us 
cut  there  for  twenty-one  months.  We  have  tried  time  after  time  to  get 
them  to  ceast  doing  it,  but  they  will  not  because  we  are  not  organized  in- 
dustrially. I  am  not  partial  to  organizing  just  in  industries  alone.  Suppose 
the  railroad  men  were  organized  industrially,  would  they  under  that  form 
of  organization  come  out  and  refuse  to  haul  scab  coal  from  the  strike  dis- 
tricts of  the  miners f  I  think  not.  We  have  got  to  be  affiliated  with  them 
in  such  a  way  that  they  will  refuse  to  do  that. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  carpenters.  Organize  that  trade  industrially 
and  they  will  say  they  are  an  industrial  organization.  There  will  be  another 
strike  on  in  the  coal  fields  and  the  company  will  want  scab  houses  erect-ed 
and  the  carpenters  will  say,  "We  will  go  there  as  an  industrial  organization 
and  erect  the  scab  houses.  We  have  nothing  in  common  with  the  miners." 
We  don't  want  to  show  partiality.  Let  us  all  get  into  one  organization  and 
in  ease  of  strike  in  any  industry,  men  doing  work  that  promotes  the  welfare 
of  the  company  should  be  called  off  the  job.  If  you  do  that  you  will  be 
thoroughly  organized  on  the  industrial  field. 

President  White — There  is  really  nobody  speaking  in  opposition  to  the 
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resolution,  and  T  tak«  it  for  granted  that  the  sentiment  of  this  convention  is 
ill  favor  of  working  to  the  end  of  an  industrial  form  of  organization.  Unless 
somebody  has  got  some  opposition  to  express,  we  are  wasting  valuable  time. 

Delegate  Ballantyne,  District  13 — I  have  h^ard  a  discussion  here  this 
morning  that  seems  to  be  all  along  the  line  of  organizing  the  crafts  in  that  one 
]/articuIar  industry.  1  believe  what  is  intended  in  the  many  resolutions  is 
more  than  that.  The  railroad  crafts  might  be  organized  into  one  industry, 
but  it  would  not  eliminate  the  complaints  T  hear  from  Colorado;  that  is, 
tliat  these  other  crafts  have  gone  in  and  done  the  work  for  the  companies. 
Xow.  if  the  railroad  organizations  were  completely  organized  in  the  indus- 
try— if  iho  engineers,  the  conductors  and  all  of  those  crafts  belonging'to  that 
industry'  b'^longed  to  one  organization — it  would  not  obviate  the  troubles 
that  are  complained  of.  That  industry  could  go  into  where  the  miners  had  a 
strike  and  haul  out  the  coal,  unless  Ave  had  something  more  than  that  adopted 
b^'  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

I  think  in  addition  to  each  industry  being  organized  thoroughly  there 
ought  to  be  n  policy,  and  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
ought  to  understand  it,  that  when  there  is  a  strike  of  the  miners  on  a  strike 
of  railroad  men,  or  anyone  else,  that  no  other  industry  will  go  in  and  aid  by 
doing  work  that  is  helping  the  operator  and  the  capitalist  class.  I  think 
that  is  what  we  want  them  to  understand,  that  no  industry  will  help  to  de- 
feat any  other  industry,  and  we  have  got  to  go  further  than  just  to  have 
each  industry  organized.  The  miners  are  organized  industrially,  but  if  we 
are  shipping  coal  over  a  railroad  that  is  on  strike,  if  we  help  the  railroad 
defeat  the  men,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Illinois  Central  strike,  we  are  helping  to 
defeat  our  fellow  workers.    These  are  the  things  that  I  think  we  want  to  over- 

1  realize  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  have  reached  the  point  whore  we,  one  of  the  biggest  industrial 
organizations  in  America  today,  have  got  to  make  a  further  move  to  hold  our 
membership.  In  District  25,  we  have  men  who  are  saying  to  the  United 
Mine  Workers  that  in  the  last  four  or  five  years  we  have  had  no  success  in 
mnking  our  wage  agreements;  that  we  haven't  an  organization  able  to  go 
on  the  industrial  field  and  demand  wages  sufficient  to  keep  our  families  as 
human  beings  should  be  kept.  I  ask  today  if  after  all  our  fights  we  can  sup- 
port and  maintain  our  children  and  our  wives  properly.  It  is  a  matter  of 
impossibility,  and  for  that  teason  we  have  got  to  make  a  step  forward. 
Some  organization  has  got  to  make  the  first  step,  and  for  that  reason  I  am 
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a  representative  of  one  of  the  local  papers  that  may  be  interesting  to  the  dc^ 
gates : 

**  London,  January  18. — The  ballot  taken  by  the  coal  ihiners  of  Great  Bri^ 
ain,  the  result  of  which  was  officially  declared  this  afternoon,  was  overwhelm  ^^ 
ingly  in  favor  of  a  strike  for  a  fixed  minimum  wage.    The  actual  figures  were: 
For,  445,801;  against,  115,921. 

*' Notices  to  quit  work  will  doubtless  promptly  be  handed  in  by  the  min- 
ers, and  this  will  bring  about  a  national  stoppage  of  coal  mining  on  March  1. 
The  intervening  weeks,  however,  gives  plenty  of  time  for  negotiation  between 
the  employers  and  the  miners.  Mediation  may  avert  what  w^)uld  otherwise 
prove  a  national  calamity.'* 

President  White — We  i)assed  tlie  order  of  the  report  of  the  Tellers.  The 
repr»rt  of  tlie  Coniniittee  on  Resolutions  is  completed,  so  far  as  the  committee 
has  performed  its  work.  The  tellers  are  now  ready  to  report,  and  I  will  ask 
Delegate  Green,  of  Ohio,  to  pre«de. 

Delegate  Green  (Wni.),  District  No.  6,  in  the  chair. 

International  Teller  W^illiani  Feeney  read  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF  TELLERS. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  18,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  Here 

Assembled: 

We.  your  Tellers,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
votes  cast  for  the  international  officers  of  the  T".  M.  W.  of  A.  for  the  term 
commencing  April  1,  1912: 

For  President —  Majority. 

.lolin  P.  White   104,015%— 45,424% 

T.  L.  Lewis 58,591 

Total  vote  for  President   162.606% 

For  Vice-President —  Majority. 

Frank  J.  Hayes   110,166%— 64,824 

Samuel  Pascoe   45,342% 

Total  vote  for  Vice-President 155,509 

For  Secretary-Treasurer — 

Edwin   Perry    135,698% 
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'^^^ting  and  Credential  Committee — 

John  J.  Mossop   69,837 

Albert  Neutzling    60,122% 

Wm.  Donaldson    : . . .  56,458 

Arthur  Blakely   33,036% 

David  Noble 27,417 

Ed  Maloney  49,781% 

Hugli  Burns 21,037 

Patrick  Callahan 18,509 

Martin   Greely    17,057  ^ 

T.  G.  Morgan 34,604% 

John  Price  20,063 

Jas.   Gillespie    22,432% 

Total  vote  for  Auditing  and  Credential  Committee.  .430,352% 
I'c'Ilers — 

William  Young   72,579% 

William  Feeney 48,804 

Thomas  Paskell    56,675% 

Thos.  Holliday    51,847 

W.  P.  Brown   26,453% 

Wm.  Slee   16,424 

Nelson   Anderson    24,963% 

W^alter  Hall 47,276 

Samuel  Burns  15,769% 

Wm.  Foster  13,726 

Dave  Murphy 14,231% 

John  Patton,  Jr 32,363 

Total  vote  for  Tellers   421,113 

delegates  to  American  Federation  of  Labor — 

John  Mitchell    107,487 

John  P.  White   91,306% 

T.  L.  Lewis  66,370 

Frank  J.  Hayes   82,221 

John  H.  W^-Uker  74,809% 

Duncan  McDonald   65,192 
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E.  S.  McCulIough   41,021 

Wni.  Green 42,173% 

Adolph  Germer  33,215 

Alexander  Howat  21,548% 

Francis  Feehan  22,556% 

John  Moore  32,175 

W.  D.  VanHoru   23,794% 

Frank  Farrington 25,742% 

Samuel  Pascoe   24,859% 

John  T.  Dempsey   19,684% 

G.  W.  Savage 22,398 

John    Fahy    16,294 

Thomas  Kennedy 15,592 

R.    M.    Roll     12,048 

C.  P.  Gildea   11,908% 

James  Morgan    19,205 

Geo.   Baker    13,017 

Robert  Gibbons 9,854 

Geo.   Holmar    .  .' 12,426% 

Dominick  Gilotti 9,549% 

Thos.  Ru8sell   9,263% 

James  D.  McLennan   8,019 

James  Lord   12,858 

E.  P.  Miller    10,07j% 

Jos.  Pope 15,576% 

JoH.  Smith   11,056% 

TI.  FT.  Vincent  10,881% 

Total  votes  for  Delegates  to  A.  F.  of  L 994,174% 

Number  of  locals  voting   1,711 

Over  voting   89 

No  seal  22 

No  signatures   16 

Too  late  to  be  counted 16 

Packages  with  no  return  sheet  22 

Too  early  to  be  counted   21 

Found   open  by  tellers    4 

No  tax  paid 9 
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Total  number  of  locals  thrown  out 179 

Total  number  of  votes  thrown  out  for  White  10,110 

Total  number  of  votes  thrown  out  for  Lewis 5,396% 

(Signed)     WILLIAM  YOUNG, 
WILI^IAM  PEENEY, 
THOS.  PASKELL, 
TnOS.  HOLLIDAY,  Alternate. 

<'h;iinr.iin  Grron — In  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Tellers,  it  being 
shown  that  John  P.  White  has  received  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast,  I  declare 
him  elected  President  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  for  the  ensuing  year, 

Frank  J.  Hayes  having  received  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast,  I  hereby 
declare  him  elected  Vice-J'resident  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Tellers,  I  declare  Edwin  Perry 
elected  Secretjiry-Treasuror  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Auditing  and  Credentials  Committee — John  J.  Mosaop,  Albert  Neutzling 
ar.d  William  DoniKlHon;  alternates,  Arthur  Blakely,  Ed  Maloney  and  T.  G. 
Mor^n. 

For  Tellers — William  Younpr,  Thomas  Paskell,  Thomas  Holliday;  alter- 
nates, William  Fecney,  Walter  Hall  and  John  Patton,  Jr. 

Delegates  to  the  Am«'rican  Federation  of  Labor — John  Mitchell,  John 
P  White,  T.  L.  Lewis,  Frank  J.  Hayes,  John  H.  Walker,  Duncan  McDonald 
and  William  Green;  alternates,  E.  S.  McCuUough,  Adolph  F.  Germer,  John 
Moore,  Frank  Farrington,  Samuel  Paseoe  and   Francis  Feehan. 

That  concludes  the  report  of  the  Tellers.  I  have  the  honor  to  introduce 
to  you — and  I  am  sure  he  needs  no  introduction — the  man  whom  you  have 
selected  by  your  votes  for  International  President  for  the  ensuing  year, 
Mr.  John  P.  White. 

President  W^hite — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  I  take  this 
occasion  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  great 
membership  you  repre«^ent,  for  this  expression  of  renewed  confidence  you 
have  shown  in  me  by  choosinjj  me  ajjain  to  this  great  office.  I  shall  in  the  future, 
as  I  have  done  in  the  past,  most  earnestly  strive  for  the  advancement  of  our 
tjreat  organization  and  for  the  welfare  of  its  membership.  I  hope  I  may  be 
able,  in  my  own  humble  and  ferble  way.  to  brinpf  to  the  homes  of  the  mine 
workers  and  their  families  a  -^renter  dec:ree  of  comfort  than  now  surrounds 
them.     It  is  indeed  an  honor,  the  like  of  which  cannot  come  to  a  young  man 
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again  in  a  ]ife  time,  to  be  the  recipieut  of  sucH  a  splendid  endorsement  at 
the  hands  of  a  great,  intelligent  membership  such  as  ours  is,  in  the  face  of 
the  many  trying  problems  and  conditions  that  we  have  experienced  within 
the  year. 

1  regard  this  evidence  of  your  esteem  as  one  of  the  triumphs  of  my  life, 
not  for  what  it  may  bring  to  mc  personally,  but  for  the  pleasure  I  may  have 
in  serving  you  and  the  men  you  represent  faithfully  and  well.  If  I  can 
succeed  in  a  measure  in  bringing  our  organization  to  a  more  elevated  plane, 
if  I  can  make  it  more  responsive  to  the  sentiments  and  the  expressed  will  of 
the  members,  it  will  be  the  greatest  pleasure  of  my  life  to  so  shape  the 
course  of  my  official  career  that  I  shall  be  at  all  times  in  harmony,  in  so 
far  as  it  is  consistent,  with  the  members  of  our  movement  who  are  most 
earnestly  striving  for  the  ideals  they  so  richly  and  justly  deserve  to  reach. 

While  we  have  had  great  responsibilities  thrust  upon  us  within  the 
year,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  there  is  out  on  our  path  still 
greater  res])onsibilities  that  will  devolve  upon  us.  I  ask  your  most  hearty 
co-operation  and  your  sincere  support  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  and 
responsibilities  which  involve  so  much,  wherein  there  is  so  much  at  stake — 
the  welfare  of  the  miners,  their  homes  and  their  firesides. 

Kealizing  the  serious  responsibilities  that  devolve  upon  the  executive 
head  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization,  I  hope  I  shall  so  conduct 
myself  as  a  man  and  as  an  official  of  this  organization  that  I  shall  take  at 
all  times  words  of  wise  counsel  from  my  associates  in  my  cabinet  and  from 
the  officials  and  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization.  It  is  by  means  of 
snch  co-operation  the  best  interests  of  all  may  be  advanced. 

My  friends,  again  allow  me  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  this  high 
honor,  and  to  convey  to  our  great  membership  my  deep  appreciation  of 
this  signal  mark  of  esteem. 

Chairman  Green — I  am  going  to  take  it  upon  myself,  because  I  am 
sure  it  will  meet  with  a  hearty  response  from  every  delegate  here,  to  call 
upon  Delegate  Lewis  for  some  remarks  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Werkers:  I  want 
to  remind  every  delegate  here  that  I  accept  the  verdict  of  the  miners  in  the 
recent  election  as  conclusive  evidence  that  they  have  voiced  their  choice  for 
their  International  representative.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  this 
convention  for  a  short  time,  with  the  hope  that  whatever  I  may  say  will  be 
accepted  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  will  be  said,  for  the  good  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers*  organization  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  we  represent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


277 

In  looking  over  this  great  convention  I  see  faces  that  are  new  in  the 
movement  and  I  sec  veterans  in  the  labor  movement  occupying  positions  in 
the  ranks,  working  for  the  success  of  this  organization  now  as  I  remember 
them  having  worked  for  it  twenty-five  and  thirty  years  ago.  I  recognize 
that  new  conditions  in  our  industrial  life  require  new  policies  and  new 
methods  in  order  to  defend  our  interests  as  workers.  It  may  we  well  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  twenty-two  years  ago  last  December, 
there  assembled  in  this  city  of  Indianapolis  less  than  one  hundred  men  for 
the  purpose  of  reuniting  the  shattered  and  scattered  and  divided  forces  of 
the  organized  miners  of  this  country.  It  was  my  privilege  to  be  one  of 
those  delegates,  listening  to  the  advice  of  the  men  who  had  given  the  best 
years  of  their  lives  to  an  effort  to  found  a  national  organization  of  the 
miners. 

From  that  meeting,  in  January  twenty-two  years  ago  this  month,  was 
formed  this  magnificent  organization  of  which  we  are  members.  For  years 
is  was  my  privilege  to  work  side  by  side  with  thousands  of  other  mine 
workers  in  the  ranks;  and  later  it  became  my  privilege  to  have  the  honor  of 
officialdom,  carrying  with  it  responsibility  placed  upon  my  shoulders.  And 
during  the  time  I  was  being  gradually  promoted  by  my  fellow  workers,  step 
by  step,  from  the  position  of  mine  committeeman  to  the  highest  position 
within  you  gift  to  bestow,  at  no  time  did  I  ever  shirk  a  responsibility,  at 
no  time  did  I  ever  waver  in  my  desire  and  my  determination  to  carry  into 
effect  the  instructions  that  were  given  to  me  as  an  official  representative  of 
this  organization.    I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  now. 

During  the  time  I  served  you  as  an  official  I  realized  the  necessity  of 
understanding  the  mining  industry  of  this  country,  of  understanding  the 
conditions  within  a  district  and  the  relation  of  one  district  with  another, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf.  It  was  my 
desire  to  have  this  information  in  order  that  I  might  meet  the  opposition 
of  the  common  enemy  at  any  time  and  under  any  circumstances.  I  have 
acquired  information  and  knowledge  by  reason  of  the  responsibilities  you 
placed  upon  me.  And  in  acquiring  that  information  and  that  knowledge 
it  has  always  been  my  desire  to  use  it  in  defense  of  the  mine  workers  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  men,  women  and  children  at  home. 

But  there  came  a  time  in  the  history  of  this  movement,  as  it  affected 
me  as  an  individual,  as  there  will  come  a  time  in  the  history  sooner  or  later 
of  every  man  who  occupies  an  official  position  in  this  or  any  other  organiza 
tion,  when  I  was  succeeded  by  some  one  else.    And  it  is  my  desire  to  call  to 
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again  in  a  life  time,  to  be  the  roeipient  of  sucH  a  splendid  endorsement  at 
the  hands  of  a  great,  intelligent  membership  such  as  ours  is,  in  the  face  of 
the  many  trying  problems  and  conditions  that  we  have  experienced  within 
tiie  year. 

I  regard  this  evidence  of  your  esteem  as  one  uf  Ihe  triumphs  of  my  life, 
not  for  what  it  may  bring  to  dio  personally,  but  for  the  pleasure  I  may  have 
in  serving  you  and  the  men  you  represent  faithfully  and  well.  If  I  can 
succeed  in  a  measure  in  bringing  our  organization  to  a  more  elevated  plane, 
if  I  can  make  it  more  responsive  to  the  sentiments  and  the  expressed  will  of 
the  members,  it  will  be  the  greatest  pleasure  of  my  life  to  so  shape  the 
course  of  my  official  career  that  I  shall  be  at  nil  times  in  harmony,  in  so 
far  as  it  is  consistent,  with  the  members  of  our  muvement  who  are  most 
earnestly  striving  for  the  ideals  they  so  richly  and  justly  deserve  to  reach. 

While  we  have  had  great  responsibilities  thrust  upon  us  within  the 
year,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  there  is  out  on  our  path  still 
greater  res]>onsibi]itie9  that  will  devolve  upon  us.  I  ask  your  most  hearty 
co-operation  and  your  sincere  support  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  and 
responsibilities  which  involve  so  much,  wherein  there  is  so  much  at  stake — 
the  welfare  of  the  miners,  their  homes  and  their  firesides. 

Realizing  the  serious  responsibilities  that  devolve  upon  the  executive 
bead  of  the  Ignited  Mine  Workers'  organization,  T  hope  I  shall  so  conduct 
myself  as  a  man  and  as  an  official  of  this  organization  that  I  shall  take  at 
all  times  words  of  wise  counsel  from  my  associates  in  my  cabinet  and  from 
the  officials  and  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization.  It  is  by  means  of 
such  co-operation  the  best  interests  of  all  may  be  advanced. 

My  friends,  again  allow  me  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  this  high 
honor,  and  to  convey  to  our  great  membershii>  my  deep  appreciation  of 
this  signal  mark  of  esteem. 

Chairman  Green — I  am  going  to  take  it  upon  myself,  because  I  am 
sure  it  will  meet  with  a  hearty  response  from  every  delegate  here,  to  call 
upon  Delegate  l^wis  for  some  remarks  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  W^erkers:  I  want 
to  remind  every  delegate  here  that  I  accept  the  verdict  of  the  miners  in  the 
recent  election  as  conclusive  evidence  that  they  have  voiced  their  choice  for 
their  International  representative.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  this 
convention  for  a  short  time,  with  the  hope  that  whatever  l  may  say  will  )ja 
accepted  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  will  be  said,  for  the  ^i}od  of  the  UnitM 
Mine  Workers'  organization  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  we  represent. 
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your  attention  this  fact;  that  if  I  am  to  judge  by  the  verdict  of  our  mem- 
bers who  have  cast  their  votes,  they  liiive  decided  that,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, my  advice,  my  experience,  ray  knowledge  will  not  be  required  by 
the  mine  workers  of  this  country  in  the  conduct  of  the  aflfairs  of  their  or- 
ganization. And  I  accept  that  verdict  in  that  sense.  It  matters  not,  my 
frienda  and  fellow  workers,  what  may  have  been  the  elements  that  led  up 
to  a  change  in  the  minds  of  men,  the  change  is  there  and  we  must  recognize 
that  fact. 

In  regard  to  the  policies  of  this  organization,  T  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  Fellow  Workers,  that  the  mine  workers  of  the  United  States  who 
desired  to  know  my  position  never  had  any  trouble  in  finding  out  what  it 
was.  And  to  that  statement  let  me  add  that  during  the  time  I  had  the 
honor  and  privilege  of  serving  the  miners  of  this  country  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  never  lost  a  thing  by  accepting  my  advice.  I  want  to 
say  that  in  the  broadest  possible  spirit  in  discussing  questions  that  are  vital 
to  all  of  us.  .  In  addition  to  that  let  me  add  also  that  while  serving  in  a 
subordinate  position  as  an  officer,  I  never  failed  to  carry  into  effect  instruc- 
tions, and  when  assigned  to  duty  I  never  had  to  report  back  to  my  superior 
officer  a  failure  in  carrying  into  effect  whatever  was  assigned  to  me. 

I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  say  this,  and  I  refer  to  those  things  only 
for  the  purpose  of  impressing  on  your  minds  another  fact.  I  have  watched 
this  organization  grow,  I  have  helped  perpetuate  its  strength,  I  have  en- 
gaged in  its  struggles  and  in  its  defeats,  as  well  as  looked  upon  and 
encouraged  its  triumphs  on  the  industrial  field.  I  have  viewed  with  some 
concern  a  condition  that  has  developed  among  our  people,  a  condition  that 
has  had  a  tendency  to  array  man  against  man.  Let  me  impress  upon  your 
minds  that  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  will  never  be  weakened 
and  will  never  be  destroyed  by  iniiuencea  or  powers  on  the  outside.  If 
the  time  ever  comes — and  I  hope  it  will  rot — ^when  the  United  Mine 
Workers'  organization  will  be  weakened  in  its  power,  when  it  loses  its 
prestige,  every  man  can  look  within  for  the  cause  and  not  look  on  the  outside. 

If  we  are  true  to  our  obligation,  if  we  are  true  to  the  principles  of 
the  union,  if  we  are  true  to  one  another  as  laboring  men  and  as  union 
men,  this  organization  will  go  on  and  on  and  become  more  powerful  than 
it  has  ever  been  before.  I  recognize  this,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you  now: 
Give  your  united,  loyal,  active  support  to  the  men  who  have  been  selected 
to  direct  the  affairs  of  this  organization.  I  <lo  not  want  to  see  my  suc- 
cessor, Brother  John  P.  White,  have  to  face  the  condition  that  his  prede- 
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cesBor  had  to  face  while  he  was  president  of  this  organization.  I  do  not 
want  to  Bee  a  condition  whore  our  president  must  fight  the  opposition  on 
the  outside  and  also  face  an  organized  opposition  within  our  own  ranks. 
That  is  one  danger  confronting  our  union,  and  there  is  no  man  living  who  is 
more  pleased  and  gratified  than  I  am  to  hear  the  positive  expressions  of 
perfect  harmony  that  have  been  made  in  this  convention. 

And  it  is  a  matter  of  some  gratification  to  me  personally  that  my 
friends  and  my  supporters  in  this  convention  are  in  harmony  with  the  idea 
that  we  must  be  united.  I  want  to  say  to  the  men  who  have  given  me 
their  support  that  they  will  be  neither  friends  of  mine  nor  friends  of  the 
movement  if  they  give  their  influence,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  move- 
ment or  any  plan  that  means  the  division  of  our  forces  on*  the  industrial 
field.  That  is  how  I  feel  about  this  matter,  and  I  want  those  who  have  seen 
fit  to  support  Brother  White  to  feel  that  I  am  making  this  statement  to 
drive  home  to  their  minds,  if  possible,  the  fact  that  unity  must  exist  in 
our  ranks  in  order  to  secure  success.  Intelligence  must  be  the  basis  upon 
which  this  movement  is  going  to  become  a  greater  power  than  it  has  ever 
l>een. 

Reason  supported  by  facts  must  always  be  our  guide  when  we  are 
meeting  the  opposition  that  is  fighting  us  all  along  the  line.  Tf  we  keep 
these  things  in  mind  we  will  never  again  in  the  history  of  this  union  wit- 
ness conditions  that  led  the  outside  world  to  believe  we  were  all  fighting 
each  other.  My  hope,  my  desire  is  that  this  convention  will  continue  its 
sessions  as  it  has  begun.  Have  your  diflferences  in  regard  to  policies,  if 
that  must  be;  but  let  the  discussion  be  tempered  with  intelligence,  let  it 
be  expressed  dispassionately,  let  us  form  our  conclusions  and  let  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  the  delegates  in  this  convention  be  the  verdict  they  are 
all  going  to  work  to  put  into  effect. 

This,  my  friends  and  fellow  workers  and  fellow  unionists,  is  how  I 
feel  on  this  subject.  I  don't  know  whether  it  will  be  my  privilege  to  at- 
tend another  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  or  not.  I  may,  and 
then  again  I  may  not;  but  I  want  to  say  this,  that  with  thirty  years'  active 
fxperience  as  a  member  of  miners'  unions — six  years  of  that  time  taking 
part  when  I  was  not  old  enough  to  be  a  member — ^I  can  realize  the  hard- 
ships the  miners  of  this  country  have  endured.  I  realize  from  experience 
what  the  families  in  the  homes  of  the  miners  have  gone  through  in  order 
that  we  might  meet  here  in  Indianapolis  today.  And  having  had  that  ex- 
perience, there  has  been  engraved  on  my  mind  a  desire  that  will  never  be 
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erased,  aud  that  desire  is  to  seo  the  miners  wlio  are  working  in  this  country 
have  all  that  is  theirs — and  they  are  not  getting  half  of  it  now. 

I  want  in  closing  to  make  this  statement,  that  if  it  ever  should  fall  my 
lot  to  find  employment  in  other  avenues  of  life  you  can  rest  assured  of  one 
thing,  and  that  is  that  I  shall  not  receive  any  favors  or  any  wages  from 
fnnployers  of  labor  and  stay  in  this  organization.  I  shall  be  then,  as  now, 
open  and  above  board,  and  whenever  the  time  comes  that  it  becomes  neces- 
snrv  for  me  to  labor  in  some  other  field  I  shall  not  pretend  to  be  a  United 
Mine  Worker  in  one  sense  and  be  something  else  in  another.  I  am  making 
this  statement  in  order  that  you  may  know  what  my  position  will  be, 
because  I  will  be  open  and  above  board  then  as  I  have  always  been  in 
the  past. 

Let  mo  say  another  thing.  Brother  White  will  be  successful  in  eon 
ducting  the  affairs  of  this  organization  only  in  proportion  as  you  and  the 
men  at  liome  that  you  represent  will  give  him  loyal  and  active  support. 
Let  me  say  in  addition  to  that,  pay  no  attention  to  the  man  who  will  seek 
to  malign  the  reputation  and  the  character  of  your  President.  Whenever 
you  hear  men  attempting  to  do  that  with  reference  to  him  or  any  other 
officer,  demand  the  proof  of  their  statements,  and  if  they  cannot  prove 
what  they  say  put  them  on  the  outside  of  the  or/^nization  where  they 
belong.  It  is  better  to  fight  enemies  of  that  kind  on  the  outside  than  to 
permit  them  to  remain  in  oiir  ranks  and  try  to  regulate  them. 

I  have  no  fear  of  the  success  of  this  movement.  If  nothing  else  will 
make  it  succeed,  necessity  itself  will  compel  us  to  succeed.  Conditions  of 
life  sometimes  will  drive  us  together  when  no  other  power  will.  That  is 
what  made  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  the  first  place. 

I  want  now  to  tliank  the  mine  workers  of  the  country  through  you  for 
the  many  courtesies  shown  me,  for  the  many  honors  conferred  upon  me,  for 
the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me  from  time  to  time;  and  I  trust  that 
the  time  will  come  when,  regardless  of  what  may  have  been  said,  my  work 
as  a  member  and  as  an  officer  of  the  organization  will  stand  out  as  a  com- 
plete vindication  of  every  act  of  mine  while  actively  connected  with  your 
organization. 

I  have  no  desire  to  take  up  any  more  of  your  time;  but  let  me  say 
again,  and  let  me  impress  it  as  strongly  as  I  know  how  how  upon  your  minds, 
you  must  unite  your  forces,  you  must  stand  loyal  to  each  other.  Outline 
your  policies  as  you  see  best  to  protect  your  interests,  and  then  give  yonr 
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active,  loyal  support  to  your  leaders,  in  order  that  you  can  put  them  into 
effect.    I  thank  you. 

Chairman  Green — I  might  remark  that  this  is  beginning  to  take  on 
the  aspect  of  an  old  fashioned  Methodist  revival! 

It  affords  me,  indeed,  great  pleasure  to  present  to  this  convection  the 
man  whom  you  have  selected  as  Vice-President  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  Frank  J.  Hayes. 

Vice-President  Hayes — ^Mr.  Cliairman  and  Fellow  Mine  Workers:  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  I  appreciate  this  third  tribute  of  confidence  and 
osteem.  I  appreciate  it,  not  so  much  for  the  honor  of  being  elected  to 
this  high  position,  but  for  the  opportunity  it  affords  to  work  for  the 
uplift  of  the  miners  of  this  country.  The  future  of  this  movement,  as  of 
all  other  movements,  depends  not  so  much  upon  the  leaders  as  it  does  upon 
an  intelligent  rank  and  file.  The  future  of  this  movement  is  uot  what  the 
leaders  may  make  it,  but  what  the  men  in  the  ranks  can  make  of  it 
if  they  use  their  intelligence  in  the  right  direction.  An  irtelligent  rank 
and  file  needs  no  Moses  to  lea<l  them  out  of  the  wilderness.  The  success  of 
this  movement  was  not  due  particularly  to  the  work  of  any  individual,  but 
due  to  the  sacrifices  and  the  privations  of  the  men  in  the  ranks. 

Today  we  can  find  scattered  throughout  this  country  countless  graves 
wherein  lie  the  remains  of  the  pioreers  of  this  great  movement,  men  who 
went  down  to  those  graves  unhonored  and  unsung  and  without  the  plaudits 
of  the  world  ringing  in  their  ears.  And  it  is  to  these  men  that  I  take  this 
occasion  today  to  pay  my  tribute  of  respect  and  esteem.  I  had  the  privilege 
and  the  opportunity  last  November  of  standing  beside  the  grave  of  John 
Siney,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  great  movement.  It  is  due  to  the  work 
of  men  like  John  Siney,  who  received  no  reward  and  no  honor,  that  we  are 
able  to  meet  here  today  and  are  recognized  as  the  greatest  and  most  pow- 
erful trades  union  in  the  world. 

My  friends,- it  is  a  privilege  to  enlist  in  aud  be  a  factor  of  this  great 
movement  at  this  time,  when  the  work  of  the  pioneers  is  bearing  fruit.  It 
is  pleasing,  indeed,  to  note  the  advances  the  mine  workers  have  made.  They 
have  made,  I  believe,  more  advances  than  any  other  craft  in  this  nation; 
and  I  am  optimistic  enough  to  believe  that  the  future  is  bright  with  promise, 
that  it  is  bright  with  happiness,  that  it  is  bright  with  greater  reward  than 
the  members  have  enjoyed  in  the  past.  Despite  all  the  attacks  that  have 
been  made  on  the  labor  movomont  during  the  past  few  years  it  is  stronger 
now  than  it  has  ever  been  in  its  history.     And  what,  my  friends,  makes 
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for  success  in  any  union?  It  is  the  spirit  of  democracy;  it  is  rale  by  the 
men  in  the  ranks;  and  that  sentiment  4)revailing  and  being  dominant  in  the 
councils  of  any  union  will  prevent  it  from  going  down  in  defeat. 

Our  organization  ])assed  through  a  great  crisis  daring  the  past  year. 
As  was  brought  out  in  our  reports,  when  our  administration  began  last  April 
there  were  dual  movements  in  three  districts  and  through  them  men  were 
striking  at  the  vitals  of  this  organization.  And,  my  friends,  it  is  much 
harder  to  fight  these  foes  within  than  it  is  to  fight  the  enemy  on  the  outside. 
If  this  organization  is  ever  weakened  I  feel  and  believe  it  will  not  be  by 
the  forces  on  the  outside,  by  manufacturers'  associations  and  by  citizens' 
alliances,  but  by  men  on  the  inside.  And  we  have  seen  evidences  of  that 
in  the  last  year,  and  I  deem  it  appropriate  to  point  it  out  today.  The  capi- 
talists realize  that  the  labor  movement  is  here  to  stay,  that  they  cannot 
defeat  it  or  check  its  progress  in  an  open  fight,  but  think  perhaps  by  using 
men  on  the  inside  they  can  weaken  its  influence  and  destroy  its  progress. 
And  that  is  one  of  the  things  I  deem  it  well  to  call  your  attention  to.  Be- 
member,  as  I  said  in  my  report,  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty. 

I  am  one  of  those  trades  unionists  who  believe  there  are  two  arms  to 
this  labor  movement,  the  economic  arm  and  the  political  arm,  and  that  we 
must  make  use  of  every  opportunity,  we  must  make  use  of  every  weapon 
in  our  hands  in  order  that  we  may  better  the  conditions  of  those  who  work, 
in  order  that  we  may  bring  a  little  more  sunshine,  a  little  more  happiness 
into  the  lives  and  into  the  homes  of  the  miners  and  the  working  class  of 
this  country  and  of  the  world.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  devoting 
some  time  during  the  past  year  to  the  Irwin  field,  and  several  months  be- 
fore that  great  industrial  conflict  was  terminated  I  stood  in  the  jail  in  the 
city  of  Greensburg,  Pa»  and  looked  into  the  faces  of  eleven  women  and 
young  girls,  put  there  because  they  had  violated  an  injunction.  And  among 
them  were  two  infants  on  their  mothers'  bosoms.  What  were  those  women 
and  girls  tiierc  to  if  What  was  their  crime?  They  had  dared  to  request 
that  the  non-union  men  cease  their  work.  They  implored  them  to  do  so, 
and  because  of  tliat  the  honored  judge  said  those  women  and  girls  were 
trying  to  iiitiniidute  the  ehattels  of  the  coal  companies  in  that  region,  that 
they  had  violated  his  injunction  and  must  go  to  jail.  And  there  they  were, 
mothers,  sisters,  daughters  and  wives  of  the  striking  miners  of  Westmore- 
land county!  And  yet  people  tell  us  that  we  have  the  right  of  free  speech 
and  a  free  press  in  this  nation! 

My  friends,  I  want  to  .say  to  you  that  it  has  been  my  ezperienoe  dur- 
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iug  the  ,past  year  that  these  rights  do  not  exist  in  many  of  the  states  of 
this  Union.  Those  rights  cannot  be  exercised  in  the  state  of  West  Virgiiua, 
because  the  corporations  there  and  the  coal  companies  employ  armed  guards 
to  stifle  free  speech.  And  we  are  guaranteed"  the  right  of  free  speech  by 
the  constitution!  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it!  These  evils  are 
essentially  political  in  character,  and  if  we  expect  relief  from  the  armed 
thugs,  from  writs  of  injunction,  from  the  state  constabulary  and  all  the 
other  laws  organized  greed  has  placed  upon  the  statute  books  of  this  nation 
we  as  union  men  must  be  loyal  to  our  cause  365  days  in  the  year  and  strike 
together  at  the  ballot  box  for  our  emancipation. 

We  can  pass  resolutions  and  we  can  denounce  the  courts  here,  but  let 
uB  try  sometime  to  probe  deep  to  the  cause  of  all  these  miseries,  to  the  cause 
of  all  this  poverty,  and  all  these  eyesores  in  our  social  system.  Let  us  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  educational  status  of  this  labor  movement,  be- 
cause, in  my  opinion,  it  comi)ares  with  and  is  of  equal  importance  to  the 
economic  status  of  this  movement.  Wherever  there  are  local  unions  of  our 
craft  i  am  glad  to  note  that  the  men  of  the  mines  are  meeting  and  discussing 
these  great  problems  that  mean  a  higher  and  a  better  civilization  for  all 
mankind. 

And  I  hope,  my  friends,  that  during  the  coming  year  you  will  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  agitation  work.  Keep  the  spirit  alive,  because  when 
the  spirit  dies  all  hope  of  success  dies  with  it.  As  I  said  in  my  report,  in- 
difference is  the  evil  that  we  most  dread,  and  if  we  ever  go  down  that  will 
be  the  cause.  Indifference  is  our  one  great  enemy,  and  we  should  at  all 
times  guard  against  its  pernicious  influence.  I  would  like  to  see  every 
local  during  the  coming  year  hold  at  least  one  big  labor  meeting,  wherein 
the  great  fundamental  truths  of  this  labor  movement  will  be  enunciated. 
I  agree  with  the  statement  of  the  chairman  that  this  is  somewhat  of  a  re- 
vival today,  and  I  say  we  need  revivals,  we  need  the  spirit  of  revival  in 
this  movement  if  we  are  going  onward  and  upward  to  higher  and  greater 
victories  than  we  have  ever  achieved  in  the  past. 

My  friends,  I  am  indeed  proud,  as  I  said  before,  of  this  honor  you  have' 
again  conferred  upon  me.  I  trust  I  may  so  conduct  myself  in  the  admin- 
.  iiitration  of  the  duties  of  this  office  that  I  may  forever  hold  your  respect 
and  esteem,  that  T  may  live  up  to  the  good  opiuiou  you  now  hold  of  uu\  In 
the  words  of  a  great  European  philosopher,  **Workingmcn  of  all  nations. 
unite!  You  have  nothing  to  lose  but  your  chains!  You  have  n  world  to 
gain!" 
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E.  S.  McCulIough  41,021 

Wm.  Green 42,173% 

Adolph  Germer  33,215 

Alexander  Howat   21,548% 

Francis  Feehan   22,556% 

John  Moore  32,175 

W.  D.  VanHorn 23,794% 

Frank   Farrington 25,742% 

Samuel  Pascoe    24,859% 

John  T.  Dempsey   19,684% 

G.  W.  Savage 22,398 

John    Fahy    16,294 

Thonias  Kennedy 15,592 

R.    M.    Roll     12,048 

C.  P.  fiildea   11,908% 

James  Morgan    19,205 

Geo.   Bakor    13,017 

,  Roljert  Gibbon** 9,854 

Geo.   Holmar   . .' 12,426% 

Dominick  Gilotti 9,549% 

Thos.  Russell   9,263% 

James  D.  McLennan   8,019 

James  Lord   12,858 

E.  P.  Miller   10,076% 

Jos.  Pope 15,576% 

Jos.  Smith   11,056% 

H.  H.  Vincent  10,881% 

Total  votes  for  Delegates  to  A.  F.  of  L 994,174% 

Number  of  locals  voting 1,711 

Over  voting   89 

No  seal 22 

No  signatures   16 

Too  late  to  be  counted 16 

Packages  with  no  return  sheet 22 

Too  early  to  be  counted  21 

Found  open  by  tellers    4 

No  tax  paid 9 
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Total  number  of  locals  thrown  out 179 

Total  number  of  votes  thrown  out  for  White  10,110 

Total  number  of  votes  thrown  out  for  Lewis 5,396% 

(Signed)     WILLIAM  YOUNG, 
WILLIAM  FEENEY, 
THOS.  PASKELL, 
TIIOS.   HOLLIDAY,  Alternate. 

Chairnir.li  Grcon — In  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Tellers,  it  being 
shown  that  John  P.  White  has  received  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast,  I  declare 
him  elected  President  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Frank  J.  Hayes  having  received  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast,  I  hereby 
declare  him  elected  Vice-l*reBident  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Tellers,  I  declare  Edwin  Perry 
elected  Secretsiry-Treasnrcr  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Auditing  and  CredoiitiaU  Committee — John  J.  Mossop,  Albert  Neutzling 
and  William  Donnldson;  alternates,  Arthur  Blakely,  Ed  Moloney  and  T.  G. 
Morgan, 

For  Tellers — William  Young,  Thomas  Paskell,  Thomas  Holliday;  alter- 
nates, William  Feeney,  Walter  Hall  and  John  Patton,  Jr. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor — John  Mitchell,  John 
IV  White,  T.  L.  Lewis,  Frank  J.  Hayes,  John  H.  Walker,  Duncan  McDonald 
and  William  Green;  alternates,  E.  S.  McCullough,  Adolph  F.  Germer,  John 
Moore,  Frank  Farrington,  Samuel  Pascoe  and   Francis  Feehan. 

That  concludes  the  report  of  the  Tellers.  I  have  the  honor  to  introduce 
to  you — and  I  am  sure  he  needs  no  introduction — the  man  whom  you  have 
selected  by  your  votes  for  International  President  for  the  ensuing  year, 
Mr.  John  P.  White. 

President  White — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  I  take  this 
occasion  to  express  my  sincoro  thanks  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  great 
membership  you  represent,  for  this  expression  of  renewed  confidence  you 
have  shown  in  nie  by  choosing  nie  ngain  to  this  great  office.  I  shall  in  the  future, 
as  I  have  done  in  the  past,  most  earnestly  strive  for  the  advancement  of  our 
great  organization  and  for  tho  welfare  of  its  membership.  I  hope  I  may  be 
:!ble,  in  my  own  humble  and  focMe  way,  to  bring  to  the  homes  of  the  mine 
workers  and  their  families  a  greater  degree  of  comfort  than  now  surrounds 
them.    It  is  indeed  an  honor,  the  like  of  which  cannot  come  to  a  young  man 
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again  in  a  life  time,  to  he  the  recipient  of  sucH  a  splendid  endorsement  at 
the  hands  of  a  great,  intelligent  membership  such  as  ours  is,  in  the  face  of 
the  many  trying  problems  and  conditions  that  we  have  experienced  within 
the  year. 

I  regard  this  evidence  of  your  esteem  as  one  of  the  triumphs  of  my  life, 
nut  for  what  it  may  bring  to  nu'  personally,  but  for  the  pleasure  I  may  have 
in  serving  you  and  the  men  you  represent  faithfully  and  well.  If  I  can 
succeed  in  a  measure  in  bringing  our  organization  to  a  more  elevated  plane, 
if  I  can  make  it  more  responsive  to  the  sentiments  and  the  expressed  will  of 
the  members,  it  will  be  the  greatest  pleasure  of  my  life  to  so  shape  the 
course  of  my  otBcial  career  that  I  shall  be  at  all  times  in  harmony,  in  so 
far  as  it  is  consistent,  with  the  members  of  our  movement  who  are  most 
earnestly  striving  for  the  ideals  they  so  richly  and  justly  deserve  to  reach. 

While  we  have  had  great  responsibilities  thrust  upon  us  within  the 
year,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  there  is  out  on  our  path  still 
greater  resi)onsibilities  that  will  devolve  upon  us.  I  ask  your  most  hearty 
co-operation  and  your  sincere  support  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  and 
responsibilities  which  involve  so  much,  wherein  there  is  so  much  at  stake — 
the  welfare  of  the  miners,  their  homes  and  their  firesides. 

Realizing  the  serious  responsibilities  that  devolve  upon  the  executive 
head  of  the  United  Mine  AVorkers'  organization,  I  hope  T  shall  so  conduct 
myself  as  a  man  and  as  an  official  of  this  organization  that  I  shall  take  at 
all  times  words  of  wise  counsel  from  my  associates  in  my  cabinet  and  from 
the  oflScials  and  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization.  It  is  by  means  of 
such  co-operation  the  best  interests  of  all  may  be  advanced. 

My  friends,  again  allow  me  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  this  high 
honor,  and  to  convey  to  our  great  membershii>  my  deep  appreciation  of 
this  signal  mark  of  esteem. 

Chairman  Green — I  am  going  to  take  it  upon  myself,  because  I  am 
sure  it  will  meet  with  a  hearty  response  from  every  delegate  here,  to  call 
upon  Delegate  Lewis  for  some  remarks  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Werkers:  I  want 
to  remind  every  delegate  here  that  I  accept  the  verdict  of  the  miners  in  the 
recent  election  as  conclusive  evidence  that  they  have  voiced  their  choice  for 
their  International  representative.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  this 
convention  for  a  short  time,  with  the  hope  that  whatever  I  may  say  will  be 
accepted  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  will  be  said,  for  the  good  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers^  organization  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  we  represent. 
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In  looking  over  this  j^reat  coiivention  I  see  faces  that  are  new  in  the 

^^^overaent  and  I  see  veterans  in  the  labor  movement  occupying  positions  in 

^^e  ranks,  working  for  the  success  of  this  organization  now  as  1  remember 

"^liem  having  worked  for  it  twenty-five  and  thirty  years  ago.     I  recognize 

t^t  new  conditions  in   our  industrial   life  require   new   policies  and  new 

niethods  in  order  to  defend  our  interests  as  workers.     It    may     we    well     to 

call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  twenty-two  years  ago  last  December, 

there  assembled  in  this  city  of  Indianapolis  less  than  one  hundred  men  for 

the  purposo  of  reuniting  the  shattered  and  scattered  and  divided  forces  of 

the  organized  miners  of  this  country.     It  was  my  privilege  to  be  one  of 

those  delegates,  listening  to  the  advice  of  the  men  who  had  given  the  best 

years  of  their  lives  to  an  effort  to  found  a  national  organization  of  the 

miners. 

From  that  meeting,  in  January  twenty-two  years  ago  this  month,  was 
formed  this  magnificent  organization  of  which  we  are  members.  For  years 
is  was  my  privilege  to  work  side  by  side  with  thousands  of  other  mine 
workers  in  the  ranks;  and  later  it  became  my  privilege  to  have  the  honor  of 
officialdom,  carrying  with  it  responsibility  placed  upon  my  shoulders.  And 
during  the  time  I  was  being  gradually  promoted  by  my  fellow  workers,  step 
by  step,  from  the  position  of  mine  committeeman  to  the  highest  position 
within  you  gift  to  bestow,  at  no  time  did  I  ever  shirk  a  responsibility,  at 
no  time  did  I  ever  waver  in  my  desire  and  my  determination  to  carry  into 
effect  the  instructions  that  were  given  to  me  as  an  oflicial  representative  of 
this  organization.    I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  now. 

During  the  time  I  served  you  as  an  official  I  realized  the  necessity  of 
understanding  the  mining  industry  of  this  country,  of  understanding  the 
conditions  within  a  district  and  the  relation  of  one  district  with  another, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf.  It  was  my 
desire  to  have  this  information  in  order  that  I  might  meet  the  opposition 
of  the  common  enemy  at  any  time  and  under  any  circumstances.  I  have 
acquired  information  and  knowledge  by  reason  of  the  responsibilities  you 
placed  upon  me.  And  in  acquiring  that  information  and  that  knowledge 
it  has  always  been  my  desire  to  use  it  in  defense  of  the  mine  workers  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  men,  women  and  children  at  home. 

But  there  came  a  time  in  the  history  of  this  movement,  as  it  affected 
me  as  an  individual,  as  there  will  come  a  time  in  the  history  sooner  or  later 
of  every  man  who  occupies  an  official  position  in  this  or  any  other  organiza 
tion,  when  1  was  succeeded  by  some  one  else.    And  it  is  my  desire  to  call  to 
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your  attention  this  fact;  that  if  I  am  to  judjre  by  the  verdict  of  our  mem- 
bers who  have  cast  their  votes,  they  have  decided  that,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, my  advice,  my  experience,  my  Unowledjre  will  not  be  required  by 
the  mine  workers  of  this  country  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  their  or- 
ganization. And  I  accept  that  verdict  in  that  sense.  It  matters  not,  my 
friends  and  fellow  workers,  what  may  have  been  the  elements  that  led  up 
to  a  change  in  the  minds  of  men,  the  change  is  there  and  we  must  recognize 
that  fact. 

In  regard  to  the  policies  of  this  organization,  1  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chair 
man  and  Fellow  Workers,  that  the  mine  workers  of  the  United  States  who 
desired  to  know  my  position  never  had  any  trouble  in  finding  out  what  it 
was.  And  to  that  statement  let  me  add  that  during  the  lime  I  had  the 
honor  and  privilege  of  serving  the  miners  of  this  country  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  never  lost  a  thing  by  accepting  my  advice.  I  want  to 
say  that  in  the  broadest  possible  spirit  in  discussing  questions  that  are  vital 
to  all  of  us.  .  In  addition  to  that  let  me  add  also  that  while  serving  in  a 
subordinate  position  as  an  officer,  I  never  failed  to  carry  into  effect  instruc- 
tions, and  when  assigned  to  duty  I  never  had  to  report  back  to  my  superior 
officer  a  failure  in  carrying  into  effect  whatever  was  assigned  to  me. 

I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  say  this,  and  I  refer  to  those  things  only 
for  the  purpose  of  impressing  on  your  minds  another  fact.  I  have  watched 
this  organization  grow,  I  have  helped  perpetuate  its  strength,  I  have  en- 
gaged in  its  struggles  and  in  its  defeats,  as  well  as  looked  upon  and 
encouraged  its  triumphs  on  the  industrial  field.  I  have  viewed  with  some 
concern  a  condition  that  has  developed  amon^  our  people,  a  condition  that 
has  had  a  tendency  to  array  man  against  man.  Let  me  impress  upon  your 
minds  that  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  will  never  be  weakened 
and  will  never  be  destroyed  by  influences  or  powers  on  the  outside.  If 
the  time  ever  comes — and  I  hope  it  will  rot — when  the  United  Mine 
Workers'  organization  will  be  weakened  in  its  power,  when  it  loses  its 
prestige,  everj'  man  can  look  within  for  tljo  cause  and  not  look  on  the  outside. 

If  we  are  true  to  our  obligation,  if  we  are  true  to  the  principles  of 
the  union,  if  we  are  true  to  one  another  as  laboring  men  and  as  union 
men,  this  organization  will  go  on  and  on  and  become  more  powerful  than 
it  has  ever  been  before.  I  recognize  this,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you  now: 
Give  your  united,  loyal,  active  support  to  the  men  who  have  been  selected 
to  direct  the  affairs  of  this  organization.  I  do  not  want  to  see  my  suc- 
cessor. Brother  John  P.  White,  have  to  face  the  condition  that  his  prede- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


279 

cesBor  had  to  face  while  he  was  president  of  this  organization.  I  do  not 
want  to  sec  a  condition  where  our  president  must  fight  the  opposition  on 
the  outside  and  also  face  an  organized  opposition  within  our  own  ranks. 
That  is  one  danger  confronting  our  union,  and  there  is  no  man  living  who  is 
more  pleased  and  gratified  than  I  am  to  hear  the  positive  expressions  of 
perfect  harmony  that  have  been  made  in  this  convention. 

And  it  is  a  matter  of  some  gratification  to  me  personally  that  my 
iriends  and  my  supporters  in  this  convention  are  in  harmony  with  the  idea 
that  we  must  be  united.  I  w^ant  to  say  to  the  men  who  have  given  mo 
their  support  that  they  will  be  neither  friends  of  mine  nor  friends  of  the 
movement  if  they  give  their  influence,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  move- 
ment or  any  plan  that  means  the  division  of  our  forces  on*  the  industrial 
field.  That  is  how  I  feel  about  this  matter,  and  I  want  those  who  have  seen 
fit  to  support  Brother  White  to  feel  that  I  am  making  this  statement  to 
drive  home  to  their  minds,  if  possible,  the  fact  that  unity  must  exist  in 
our  ranks  in  order  to  secure  success.  Intelligence  must  be  the  basis  upon 
which  this  movement  is  going  to  become  a  greater  power  than  it  has  ever 
been. 

Keason  supported  by  facts  must  always  be  our  guide  when  we  are 
meeting  the  opposition  that  is  fighting  us  all  along  the  line.  If  we  keep 
these  things  in  mind  we  will  never  again  in  the  history  of  this  union  wit- 
ness conditions  that  led  the  outside  world  to  believe  we  were  all  fighting 
each  other.  My  hope,  my  desire  is  that  this  convention  will  continue  its 
sessions  as  it  has  begun.  Have  your  differences  in  regard  to  policies,  if 
that  must  be;  but  let  the  discussion  be  tempered  with  intelligence,  let  it 
>>e  expressed  dispassionately,  let  us  form  our  conclusions  and  let  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  the  delegates  in  this  convention  be  the  verdict  they  are 
all  going  to  work  to  put  into  effect. 

This,  my  friends  and  fellow  workers  and  feUow  unionists,  is  how  I 
feel  on  this  subject.  I  don't  know  whether  it  will  be  my  privilege  to  at- 
tend another  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  or  not.  I  may,  and 
then  again  I  may  not;  but  I  want  to  say  this,  that  with  thirty  years'  active 
experience  as  a  member  of  miners'  unions — six  years  of  that  time  taking 
part  when  I  was  not  old  enough  to  be  a  member — ^I  can  realize  the  hard- 
ships the  miners  of  this  country  have  endured.  I  realize  from  experience 
what  the  families  in  the  homes  of  the  miners  have  gone  through  in  order 
that  we  might  meet  here  in  Indianapolis  today.  And  having  had  that  ex- 
X>erience,  there  has  been  engraved  on  my  mind  a  desire  that  will  never  be 
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oraacd,  and  that  desire  is  to  so»3  the  miners  wlio  are  working  in  this  country 
have  all  that  is  theirs — and  they  are  not  {ifctting  half  of  it  now. 

I  want  in  closing  to  make  this  statement,  that  if  it  ever  should  fall  my 
lot  to  find  employment  in  other  avenues  of  life  you  can  rest  assured  of  one 
thing,  and  that  is  that  I  shall  not  receive  any  favors  or  any  wages  from 
employers  of  labor  and  stay  in  this  organization.  I  shall  be  then,  as  now, 
open  and  above  board,  and  whenever  the  time  comes  that  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  me  to  labor  in  some  other  field  I  shall  not  pretend  to  be  a  United 
Mine  Worker  in  one  sense  and  be  something  else  in  another.  I  am  making 
this  statement  in  order  that  you  may  know  what  my  position  will  be, 
because  I  will  be  open  and  above  board  then  as  I  have  always  been  in 
the  past. 

Let  me  say  another  thing.  Brother  White  will  be  successful  in  con 
ducting  the  affairs  of  this  organization  only  in  proportion  ns  you  and  the 
men  at  home  that  you  represent  will  give  him  loyal  and  active  support. 
Ijet  me  say  in  addition  to  that,  pay  no  attention  to  tlie  man  who  will  seek 
to  malign  the  reputation  and  the  character  of  your  President.  Whenever 
you  hear  men  attempting  to  do  that  with  reference  to  him  or  any  other 
officer,  demand  the  proof  of  their  statements,  and  if  they  cannot  prove 
what  they  say  put  them  on  the  outside  of  the  or^nization  where  they 
belong.  It  is  better  to  fight  enemies  of  that  kind  on  the  outside  than  to 
permit  them  to  remain  in  our  ranks  and  try  to  regulate  them. 

T  have  no  fear  of  the  success  of  this  movement.  If  nothing  else  will 
make  it  succeed,  necessity  itself  will  compel  us  to  succeed.  Conditions  of 
life  sometimes  will  drive  us  together  when  no  other  power  will.  That  is 
what  made  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  the  first  place. 

I  want  now  to  tliank  the  mine  workers  of  the  country  through  you  for 
the  many  courtesies  shown  me,  for  the  many  honors  conferred  upon  me,  for 
the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me  from  time  to  time;  and  T  trust  that 
the  time  will  come  when,  regardless  of  what  may  have  been  said,  my  work 
as  a  member  and  as  an  officer  of  the  organization  will  stand  out  as  a  com- 
plete vindication  of  every  act  of  mine  while  actively  connected  with  your 
organization. 

I  have  no  desire  to  take  up  any  more  of  your  time;  but  let  me  say 
again,  and  let  me  impress  it  as  strongly  as  I  know  how  how  upon  your  minds, 
you  must  unite  your  forces,  you  must  stand  loyal  to  each  other.  Outline 
your  policies  as  you  see  best  to  protect  your  interests,  and  then  give  your 
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active,  loyal  sapport  to  your  leaders,  in  order  that  you  can  put  them  into 
effect.     I  thank  you.  , 

Chairman  Green — I  might  remark  that  this  is  beginning  to  take  on 
the  aspect  of  an  old  fashioned  Methodist  revival! 

It  affords  me,  indeed,  great  pleasure  to  present  to  this  convection  the 
man  whom  you  have  selected  as  Vice-President  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  Frank  J.  Hayes. 

Vice-President  Hayes — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Mine  Workers:  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  I  appreciate  this  third  tribute  of  confidence  and 
osteem.  I  appreciate  it,  not  so  much  for  the  honor  of  being  elected  to 
this  high  position,  but  for  the  opportunity  it  affords  to  work  for  the 
uplift  of  the  miners  of  this  country.  The  future  of  this  movement,  as  of 
all  other  movements,  depends  not  so  much  upon  the  leaders  as  it  does  upon 
an  intelligent  rank  and  file.  The  future  of  this  movement  is  uot  what  the 
leaders  may  make  it,  but  what  the  men  in  the  ranks  can  make  of  it 
if  they  use  their  intelligence  in  the  right  direction.  An  irteiligont  rank 
and  file  needs  no  Moses  to  lead  them  out  of  the  wilderness.  The  success  of 
this  movement  was  not  due  particularly  to  the  work  of  any  individual,  but 
due  to  the  sacrifices  and  the  privations  of  the  men  in  the  ranks. 

Today  we  can  find  scattered  throughout  this  country  countless  graves 
wherein  lie  the  remains  of  the  pioneers  of  this  great  movement,  men  who 
went  down  to  those  graves  unhonored  and  unsung  and  without  the  plaudits 
of  the  world  ringing  in  their  ears.  And  it  is  to  these  men  that  I  take  this 
occasion  today  to  pay  my  tribute  of  respect  and  esteem.  I  had  the  privilege 
and  the  opportunity  last  November  of  standing  beside  the  grave  of  John 
Siney,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  great  movement.  It  is  due  to  the  work 
of  men  like  John  Siney,  who  received  no  reward  and  no  honor,  that  we  are 
able  to  meet  here  today  and  are  recognized  as  the  greatest  and  most  pow- 
erful trades  union  in  the  world. 

My  friends,-  it  is  a  privilege  to  enlist  in  and  be  a  factor  of  this  great 
movement  at  this  time,  when  the  work  of  the  pioneers  is  bearing  fruit.  It 
is  pleasing,  indeed,  to  note  the  advances  the  mine  workers  have  made.  They 
have  made,  I  believe,  more  advances  than  any  other  craft  in  this  nation; 
and  I  am  optimistic  enough  to  believe  that  the  future  is  bright  with  promise, 
that  it  is  bright  with  happiness,  that  it  is  bright  with  greater  reward  than 
the  members  have  enjoyed  in  the  past.  Despite  all  the  attacks  that  have 
been  made  on  the  labor  movement  during  the  past  few  years  it  is  stronger 
now  than  it  has  ever  been  in  its  history.     And  what,  my  friends,  makes 
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for  success  in  any  union?  It  is  the  spirit  of  democracy;  k  is  rule  by  the 
men  in  the  ranks;  and  that  sentiment  4)revailing  and  being  dominant  in  the 
councils  of  any  union  will  prevent  it  from  going  down  in  defeat. 

Our  organization  passed  through  a  g^eat  crisis  during  the  past  year. 
As  was  brought  out  in  our  reports,  when  our  administration  began  last  April 
there  were  dual  movements  in  three  districts  and  through  them  men  were 
striking  at  the  vitals  of  this  organization.  And,  my  friends,  it  is  much 
harder  to  fight  these  foes  within  than  it  is  to  fight  the  enemy  on  the  outside. 
If  this  or/^anization  is  ever  weakened  1  feel  and  believe  it  will  not  be  by 
the  forces  on  the  outside,  by  manufacturers'  associations  and  by  citizens' 
alliances,  but  by  men  on  the  inside.  And  we  have  seen  evidences  of  that 
in  the  last  year,  and  I  deem  it  appropriate  to  point  it  out  today.  The  capi- 
talists realize  that  the  labor  movement  is  here  to  stay,  that  they  cannot 
defeat  it  or  check  its  progress  in  an  open  fight,  but  think  perhaps  by  using 
men  on  the  inside  they  can  weaken  its  influence  and  destroy  its  progress. 
And  that  is  one  of  the  things  I  deem  it  well  to  call  your  attention  to.  Be- 
member,  as  I  said  in  my  report,  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty. 

I  am  one  of  those  trades  unionists  who  believe  there  are  two  arms  to 
this  labor  movement,  the  economic  arm  and  the  political  arm,  and  that  we 
must  make  use  of  every  opportunity,  we  must  make  use  of  every  weapon 
in  our  hands  in  order  that  we  may  better  the  conditions  of  those  who  work, 
in  order  that  we  may  bring  a  little  more  sunshine,  a  little  more  happiness 
into  the  lives  and  into  the  homes  of  the  miners  and  the  working  class  of 
this  country  and  of  the  world.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  devoting 
some  time  during  the  past  year  to  the  Irwin  field,  and  several  months  be- 
fore that  great  industrial  conflict  was  terminated  I  stood  in  the  jail  in  the 
city  of  Greensburg,  Par,  and  looked  into  the  faces  of  eleven  women  and 
young  girls,  put  there  because  they  had  violated  an  injunction.  And  among 
them  were  two  infants  on  their  mothers'  bosoms.  What  were  those  women 
and  girls  tiiere  foif  What  was  their  crime?  They  had  dared  to  request 
that  the  non-union  men  cease  their  work.  They  implored  them  to  do  so, 
and  beeauj-e  of  that  the  honored  judge  said  those  women  and  girls  were 
trying  to  intimidate  the  chattels  of  the  coal  companies  in  that  region,  that 
they  had  violated  hiH  injunction  and  must  go  to  jail.  And  there  they  were, 
mothers,  sisters,  daughters  and  wives  of  the  striking  miners  of  Westmore- 
land county!  And  yet  people  tell  us  that  we  have  the  right  of  free  speech 
and  a  free  press  in  this  nation! 

^ly  friends,  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  it  has  been  my  ezperienee  dur- 
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ing  the  ,past  year  that  these  rights  do  not  exist  in  many  of  the  states  of 
this  Union.  Those  rights  cannot  be  exercised  in  the  state  of  West  Virgiiua, 
because  the  corporations  there  and  the  coal  companies  employ  armed  guards 
to  stifle  free  speech.  And  we  are  guaranteed"  the  right  of  free  speech  by 
the  constitution!  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  itf  These  evils  are 
essentially  political  in  character,  and  if  we  expect  relief  from  the  armed 
thugs,  from  writs  of  injunction,  from  the  state  conHtabulary  and  all  the 
other  laws  organized  greed  has  placed  upon  the  statute  books  of  this  nation 
we  as  union  men  must  be  loyal  to  our  cause  365  days  in  the  year  and  strike 
together  at  the  ballot  box  for  our  emancipation. 

We  can  pass  resolutions  and  we  can  denounce  the  courts  here,  but  let 
u8  try  sometime  to  probe  deep  to  the  cause  of  all  these  miseries,  to  the  cause 
of  all  this  poverty,  and  all  these  eyesores  in  our  social  system.  Let  us  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  educational  status  of  this  labor  movement,  be- 
cause, in  my  opinion,  it  compares  with  and  is  of  equal  importance  to  the 
economic  status  of  this  movement.  Wherever  there  are  local  unions  of  our 
craft  i  am  glad  to  note  that  the  men  of  the  mines  are  meeting  and  discussing 
these  great  problems  that  mean  a  higher  and  a  better  civilization  for  all 
mankind. 

And  T  hope,  my  friends,  that  during  the  coming  year  you  will  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  agitation  work.  Keep  the  spirit  alive,  because  when 
the  spirit  dies  all  hope  of  success  dies  with  it.  As  I  said  in  my  report,  in- 
difference is  the  evil  that  we  most  dread,  and  if  we  ever  go  down  that  will 
be  the  cause.  Indifference  is  our  one  great  enemy,  and  we  should  at  all 
times  guard  against  its  pernicious  influence.  I  would  like  to  see  every 
local  during  the  coming  year  hold  at  least  one  big  labor  meeting,  wherein 
the  great  fundamental  truths  of  this  labor  movement  will  be  enunciated. 
I  agree  with  the  statement  of  the  chairman  that  this  is  somewhat  of  a  re- 
vival today,  and  I  say  we  need  revivals,  we  need  the  spirit  of  revival  in 
this  movement  if  we  are  going  onward  and  u])war(l  to  higher  and  greater 
victories  than  we  have  ever  achieved  in  the  past. 

My  friends,  I  am  indeed  proud,  as  I  said  before,  of  this  honor  you  have' 
again  conferred  upon  me.  I  trust  I  may  so  conduct  myself  in  the  admin- 
.  titration  of  the  duties  of  this  office  that  1  may  forever  liold  your  respect 
and  esteem,  that  T  may  live  up  to  the  good  oj)ini()n  you  now  hold  of  inf.  In 
the  words  of  a  great  European  philosopher,  '*Workingmon  of  all  nations, 
unite!  You  have  nothing  to  lose  but  your  chains!  You  have  a  worl<l  to 
^in!" 
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Chairman  Green — As  jii  the  former  instance,  I  am  going  to  take  the 
liberty  of  calling  upon  the  one  who  failed  to  succeed  as  well  as  the  one 
who  has  succeeded.  I  would  ask  that  Delegate  Pascoe  come  forward  and 
address  the  convention. 

Delegate  Paecoo;  District  32 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates  to 
this  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention:  I  wish  to  thank  you  and  through 
you  the  constituents  of  thij?  groat  organization  for  the  vote  you  have  seen 
fit  to  give  me.  I  wish  to  add  this  much  to  what  has  been  said,  that  as 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  th<re  is  only  one  way  to  make  a  perma- 
nent success  of  this  great  movement,  and  that  is  for  every  delegate,  every 
member  of  our  organization,  to  add  his  little  mite,  to  put  his  shoulder  to 
the  wheel  to  make  the  United  Mine  Workers  a  permanent  success  under  any 
and  all  conditions  that  may  confront  us.  If  we  try  to  divide  ourselves  on 
the  inside  we  cannot  expect  success,  and  I  wish  to  add  to  the  statement 
of  our  friend,  Mr.  T.  L.  Lewis,  that  there  can  be  no  disruption  from  the 
outside,  it  can  only  come  from  the  inside.  As  long  as  T  remain  a  member 
of  this  organization  I  will  use  ever}'  effort  I  can  personally  for  its  success. 
After  a  policy  has  been  mapped  out  by  your  International  officers  it  will 
be  carried  through,  as  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  and  I  hope  that  the 
benefit  will  redound  to  the  miners  at  home  and  to  their  wives  and  children. 
T  hope  that  our  organization  will  ber-ome  greater  and  nobler  and  that  we 
will  reach  out  farther  in  this  great  work  of  organization  that  is  going  on. 

As  long  as  I  have  been  employed  in  the  International  movement  under 
officers  superior  to  me  1  have  fearlessly  carried  out  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
any  instructions  they  gave  me.  and  1  hoj>e  that  every  member,  whether  he 
be  an  officer  or  one  of  the  rank  and  file,  will  try  to  make  the  administration 
of  our  present  International  President  an  absolute  success.  I  hope  we  will 
not  be  clamoring  for  harmony  and  at  the  same  time  putting  a  dagger  in 
his  back.  What  we  want  to  stand  for  is  honesty  and  equity  between  man 
and  man,  and  whoever  is  President  of  the  organization  should  receive  your 
absolute  support,  not  for  his  success  as  an  individual,  but  for  the  success 
of  the  miners  and  their  families  at  home,  th.at  they  may  get  better  wages, 
better  conditions,  a  shorter  workday  and  better  employment  all  around. 

Chairman  Green — Now  wo  will  hear  a  word  from  the  man  who  ran  the. 
fastest  of  all.  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  Edwin  Perry,  elected  as  Inter- 
national Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Secretary  Perry — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  I  had  much 
rather  this  opportunity  was  accorded  to  my  defeated  opponent.     Itowever, 
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I  want  to  say  that  I  fully  appreciate  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon 
me,  and  in  the  few  brief  minutes  I  shall  occupy  I  may  be  compelled  to 
reiterate  what  has  been  said  by  the  speakers  who  preceded  me.  One  of 
the  misfortunes  of  my  life  has  been  that  I  have  not  cultivated  the  faculty 
of  speech-making. 

I  can  say  with  sincerity  that  in  the  past — and  it  will  be  the  rule  of 
my  life  in  the  future? — I  have  given  as  much  study  to  this  complex  and 
perplexing  labor  question  as  any  of  those  associated  with  me.  I  want  to 
emphasize  what  has  been  said  by  the  preceding  speakers,  that  in  order  to 
continue  the  evolution  of  progress  that  has  characterized  our  past  the  inter- 
nal forces  of  this  organization  must  be  active  at  all  times.  You  cannot 
expect  an  organization  to  become  progressive  unless  the  internal  forces  will 
lend  that  mutual  co  operation  that  is  necessary  in  order  that  we  might 
achieve  that  which  it  was  intended  this  organization  should  achieve. 

I  know  that  possibly  we  may  differ  in  our  opinions,  and  possibly  as 
one  representative  of  this  organization  I  may  not  measure  up  to  the  stand- 
ard you  would  have  an  officer  placed  in  the  important  position  of  trust  I  am; 
yet  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  I  can  say  to  every  man  in  this  con- 
vention that  I  have  not  hesitated  at  any  time  in  my  life  to  discharge  the 
I  unctions  and  duties  of  my  office  as  I  felt  the  membership  required  of  me. 
And  I  want  to  say  further  that  in  the  future,  if  I  know  that  as  a  result 
of  discharging  some  function  in  line  with  my  duty,  I  will  make  enemies  of 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  organization,  I  will  not  hesitate  to  carry 
into  effect  the  principles  of  the  organization.  I  have  endeavored  all  my  life 
to  discharge  the  duties  devolving  upon  me  without  fear  or  favor,  and  I  take 
special  pride  at  this  time  in  making  that  fact  known  to  you.  I  sometimes 
am  held  responsible  for  enforcing  some  arbitrary  rule,  but  in  doing  so  I 
want  you  to  appreciate  the  fact  also  that  it  is  the  law  of  this  organization, 
and  I  will  carry  it  out  in  the  future  as  I  have  in  the  past,  regardless  of 
whom  I  may  please  or  whose  ill  will  I  may  incur. 

I  do  not  profess  to  be  endowed  with  those  reasoning  powers  to  discern 
what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  and  what  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
organization  at  all  times,  but  T  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man  in  this  con- 
vention today  who  will  question  my  sincerity. 

I  want  to  say  in  conclusion  that  the  future  will  be  no  exception  to  the 
rule,  regardless  of  who  I  may  associate  with.  T  want  to  say  to  you,  and  1 
say  it  frankly  and  sincerely,  that  I  will  lend  the  best  efforts  I  am  capable 
of  to  my  associate  officers,  and  assure  you  that  I  will  do  nothing  that  will 
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reflect  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  members  of  this  organization.  I  feel 
that  I  have  been  highly  honored,  and  I  feel  jinder  lasting  obligations,  not 
ODiy  to  the  .rank  and  file,  but  I  feel  under  lasting  obligations  to  the  two  men 
I  have  associated  with  for  the  last  year  for  their  many  courtesies.  We  have 
worked  together  as  one  family,  united  for  every  purpose.  I  trust  that  in 
the  future  while  I  am  associated  in  an  official  capacity,  that  rule  will  be 
exemplified  in  the  highest  possible  degree.  I  have  cultivated  that  charac- 
teristic in  my  life  that,  regardless  of  who  I  may  associate  with,  I  feel  the 
first  duty  I  owe  is  to  be  loyal  to  the  organization,  to  every  man  who  is  a 
part  of  the  organization,  and  I  will  do  so  in  the  future. 

I  do  not  expect  to  remain  in  official  capacity  very  long,  but  if  I  should 
leave  you  tomorrow,  I  shall  cherish  the  fondest  memories  of  the  members 
who  have  honored  me  in  the  past,  and  I  feel  and  hope  that  when  I  leave 
my  official  duties  as  secretary  of  this  organization,  I  shall  go  out  of  office 
meriting  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  every  member  of  the  organization 
if  it  is  possible  to  have  it. 

I  sometimes  feel  when  I  think  of  the  men  who  compose  this  great  mem- 
bership, and  when  I  hear  the  criticisms  from  the  outside,  that  we  ought  to 
transform  our  local  unions  into  academies  of  learning  in  order  that  we  may 
assimilate  to  a  larger  degree  the  questions  that  confront  us  that  are  so  vital 
to  our  welfare.  I  sometimes  hear  public  men  criticise  the  organizations 
because  wc  impose,  as  they  say,  hardships  upon  many  widows  by  prevent- 
ing some  of  the  little  children  going  into  the  mines.  I  believe  we  are 
right  and  that  future  events  will  justify  us  in  that  course.  I  believe  that 
every  little  child  ought  to  be  able  to  acquire  that  which  is  so  indispensable  to 
good  citizenship,  an  education.  I  believe  there  are  enough  adult  men  to 
supply  this  great  ronntry  of  ours  with  motive  power  without  having  to 
send  little  innocent  cluldren  into  the  mines  to  eke  out  a  miserable  existence. 

In  the  years  [  have  boon  a  member  of  this  organization — ^and  I  make 
no  ai»ology  for  it — I "  have  tried  to  raise  the  standard  of  citizenship.  1 
have  placed  an  a^e  limit  on  the  boys  who  enter  our  mines,  and  if  I  had  the 
jiower  now  I  would  crystallize  into  law  on  the  statute  books  of  everj  state, 
a  provision  that  would  forbid  any  boy  going  into  our  mines  before  he  has 
attained  the  ai^o  of  sixteen  years.  Gentlemen,  while  it  may  look  somewhat 
harsh  to  make  this  statement,  I  believe  from  my  x>ersonal  experience  I  am 
justified  in  drawing  this  conclusion.  I  believe  if  those  of  you  who  may 
differ  with  me  on  this  question  will  give  it  the  study  it  requires,  you  will 
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coiucide  with  my  views,  aud  we  will  possibly  co-operate  in  order  to  attaif 
that  which  is  so  desirable  in  the  future. 

In  concluding  these  few  disconnected  remarks,  my  friends,  let  me  saj 
that  I  thank  you  and  through  you  the  membership  of  this  organization  for 
the  many  honors  I  have  received  in  the  past,  and  express  the  hope  that  our 
future  achievements  will  outshine  all  we  have  achieved  in  the  past. 

Chairman  Green — I  know  that  all  the  candidates  for  the  other  offices, 
both  those  who  have  won  aud  those  who  have  lost,  would  be  glad  to  add  to 
this  pleasant  occasion  by  contributing  their  mite,  but  time  forynds.  Now, 
fellow  delegates,  after  having  discharged  this  very  pleasant  duty,  I  turn 
the  gavel  over  to  the  President-elect  of  the  International  organization. 

President  White  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  announcements  at  the  close  of  a  meeting  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  at  3  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at 
9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Friday,  January  19. 


FOURTH  DAY-MORNING  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Friday,  January 
19,  President  White  in  the  ohair. 

Secretary  Perry  read  the  following  telegrams: 

''Washington,  D.  C,  January  19,  1912. 
*'Mr.  Edwin  Perry,  1108  State  Life  Building,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

"Can  be  in  Indianapolis  Monday  morning  to  remain  one  day.     Answer 
if  that  will  be  satisfactory. 

W.  B.  WILSON.'' 
''Washington,  D.  C,  January  18,  1912. 
•  *  Mr.  Edwin  Perry,  HOC  State  Life  Building,  Indianapolis,  Indiana: 

"A  member  who  was  also  long  a  prominent  ofTicer  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  and  the  special  friend  of  President  White  advises  that  because 
of  misunderstandings  I  ought  to  come  to  Indianapolis  for  a  conference  and 
brief  address  before  the  Mine  Workers'  convention,  with  a  view  to  estab- 
liebing  closer  relations  between  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  and  the 
practical  miners.  I  will  act  on  your  advice  or  the  wish  of  the  convention 
in  this  matter. 

J.  A.  HOLMES,  Director." 
Delegate  Moore  (J.),  District  No.  6   -I  move  that  the  telegram  be  re- 
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d,  made  part  of  tbe  records,  and  that  an  invitation  be  extended  to  Mr. 
les  to  address  this  convention.  (Seconded  and  carried.) 
Delegate  Armstronn^,  District  No.  12,  obtained  unanimous  consent   for 
introduction  of  a  resolution  and  presented  the  following: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  291. 

Whereas,  The  negro  miner  is  becoming  a  dangerous  competitor  in  the 
ining  industry  of  the  states  of  West  Virginia  and  Alabama;  and 

Whereas,  We  will  soon 'be  face  to  face  with  this  competition,  and  in 
.irder  to  be  armed  to  meet  it;  therefore,  be  it 

Besoived,  By  the  officers  and  delegates  attending  the  Twenty-third 
Annual  Convention  in  Indianapolis,  January  16,  1912,  that  the  section 
written  in  the  constitution  concerning  discrimination  be  incorporated 
in  the  joint  agreement,  and  that  no  settlement  be  made  until  such  demand 
is  complied  with. 

CHARLES  ARMSTRONG,  Local  No.  1356. 

"President  White — What  is  your  pleasure  in  regard  to  tbe  resolution? 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — I  don't  quite  understand  the  nature  of 
the  resolution.    What  is  its  meaning! 

President  White — It  deals  with  the  phase  }>ertaiiiing  to  discrimination 
against  colored  men,  and  it  is  desired  to  embody  it  in  wage  contracts  so 
th  it  men  nmy  not  be  discriminated  against  because  of ^  their  color. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
accepted  and  referred  to  the  Scale  Committee  for  action. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — I  ]>elieve  that  should  apply,  not  only  to 
colored  men,  but  to  all  men.  Some  of  us  cannot  get  employment  in  Iowa. 
T  know  1  suffered  for  eight  months  without  a  position  and  lots  of  others 
sudor  in  the  same  way.  It  should  apply  to  all  of  ua,  not  only  one  class  or 
race.    If  it  is  put  in  the  agreement  it  should  api)ly  to  all. 

Delegate  Armstrong,  District  12 — The  purpose  of  the  resolution  is  to 
cover  the  same  ground  the  constitution  of  the  TTnitcd  Mine  Workers  now 
covers.  It  does  not  apply  only  to  the  colored  men,  but  to  foreigners  and 
all  classes  of  men  who  work  in  and  around  the  coal  mines.  I  noticed  when 
[  was  passing  through  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  the  other  day  there  was  a  mine 
being  sunk  where  there  was  a  boss  who  boasted  he  would  not  hire  either 
foreigners  or  negroes.  While  there  may  be  other  mines  that  will  refuse  to 
employ  Americans  this  will  cover  both  cases.  It  is  a  square  deal  we  are 
looking  for. 
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IThe  motion  to  occept  tlie  resolution  and  refer  it  to  the  Soalo  Comniitti'o 
^^'^^  ^        carried. 

^Secretary   Perry  read   the   following   conimnnication. 

"J^^^^^^IZ      BROTHERHOOD    WELFARE    ASSOCIATION     AND     NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  UNEMPLOYED. 

223-221  Elm  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  18.  1912. 
— BJear  Sir  and  Brother:     We  have  been  noticing  with  great  interest  the 
*^        -^  ^::^^  erations  of  your  convention.     Hurrah!   for  the   noble  stand  you  have 
t^  *^^^  "»:i  in  favor  of  solidarity  and  a  united  labor  front. 

-kA.8  you  will  notice  from  the  papers  (*'The  Hobo'')  we  are  mailing  you 

^^     *'^"%^ith  we  also  are  making  an  effort  to  unite  the  labor  forces,  skilled  and 

^     ^V«.  illed  and  organized  and  unorganized.    To  this  end  we  have  called  a  con- 

"^^^"•^ion  at  Cincinnati  the  end  of  the  month  to  which  we  tender  you  all, 

^     ^       members  and  delegates  of  the   United   Mine  Workers   of   America,   a 

coT^i^j  invitation. 

"We  feel  certain  that  you  will  realize  tiiat  we  have  a  difficult  problem 
^^^tore  us,  and  on  this  account  would  be  so  glad  to  have  you  delegate  us 
speakers  and  organizers,  to  inspire  and  stimulate  this  great  drifting  mass 
0^  unskilled  labor. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  with  best 
wishes  and  fraternal  greetings,  we  are, 

Fraternally  yours, 

CORA  I).  IIAKVEY.  Secretary. 
J.  EADS  HOW,  Chairman. 
Delegate  Lawson  (D.),  District  11 — I  would  like  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  a  resolution. 

President  White — The  time  was  set  at  .1  o'clock  Tuesday  evening  for 
presenting  additional  resolutions.  The  time  for  presenting  your  resolution 
has  expired. 

Vice-President  Hayes  announced  that  he  had  received  a  i)ackage  con- 
taining a  number  of  copies  of  the  words  and  music  of  a  song  ontitle<l,  "In 
the  Mine  Beneath  the  Hill,  ^'  by  W.  Newton  Poindexter.  The  son^s  wow 
distributed  to  those  delegates  who  desired  thcMu. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITITTTON. 
Delegate    Farrington,    District    No.     12,    chairman    of    the    committee 
reported  as  follows: 
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Previous  to  reading  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  ConBtitution,  I 
desire  to  make  a  brief  explanation  to  the  delegates.  Your  committee, 
recognizing  the  necessity  of  such  a  course,  in  conformity  with  the  sugges- 
tions submitted  to  you  in  our  President 's  report,  has  rewritten  entirely  our  Inter- 
national Constitution.  Many  resolutions  bearing  on  the  constitution  have 
been  submitted  to  the  committee.  Some  of  them  have  been  concurred  in 
while  others  have  not.  That  is,  they  have  been  concurred  in  or  incorporated 
ip  the  report  your  committee  intends  to  submit  to  you,  or  the  committee 
has  non-ccmcurred  in  them.  We  have  also  tak»'ii  out  what  the  committee 
regarded  te  be  the  important  features  of  the  old  constitution  and  incor- 
porated them  in  our  report.  We  have  rewritten  and  rearranged  categorically 
every  section  of  the  constitution,  defining  the  jurisdiction  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  making  as  clear  as  possible  just  what  the  rijjhts  of  every  member 
of  the  organization  are. 

With  that  explanation  the  committee  desires  to  offer  this  report  as  a 
substitute  for  all  resolutions  introduced,  as  well  as  for  the  old  constitution; 
with  the  understanding  that  this  report  will  be  read  through  and  then  the 
^■•onvention  wMll  be  at  liberty  to  take  eaeh  section  up  seriatim  and  discuss  it. 
If  some  delegates  who  have  introduced  resolutions  find  that  the  substance 
of  their  resolution  is  not  incorporated  in  the  report  they  will  be  at. liberty 
to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution  and  will  learn  of  the  action  of  the 
committee  thereon. 

Vice-President  Hayes  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Farrington,  chairman  of  the  committee,  read  the  entire  con- 
stitution as  revised  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Farrington  moved  the  adoption  of  the  revised  constitution  as 
read  as  a  substitute  for  all  resolutions  and  for  the  old  constitution. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Walker — 1  move  you  that  action  be  deferred  on  this  motion 
until  printed  copies  of  the  report  as  just  read  V)y  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  delegate  to  this  conven- 
tion.    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Harrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — T  want  to  say  that, 
in  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  is  immaterial  to  me  personally  whether  this 
delegation  adopts  that  motion  or  not  1  want  to  call  attention  to  a  few  things 
in  connection  with  the  publication  of  the  committee's  report.  In  the  first 
place,  it  will  take  at  least  two  days  to  have  the  report  printed.  In  the 
next  place,  I  can  see  no  real  necessity  for  having  this  report  published,  any- 
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more  thaii  there  would  be  a  uecessity  for  having  any  other  constitution 
<-omraittee  's  report  published.  The  committee  has  this  thing  arranged  in 
such  a  way  that  by  reference  marks  on  our  part  wc  can  tell  the  delegates 
just  what  section  of  the  old  constitution  to  refer  to  in  order  to  find  the 
section  in  the  proposed  new  constitution.  Any  new  section  that  is  not 
covered  in  any  manner  by  resolution  or  by  the  old  constitution  will  be 
pointed  out  to  the  delegation. 

The  various  sections  can  be  taken  up  seriatim,  thoroughly  considered, 
a  thorough  explanation  made,  and  a  complete  understanding  had  by  every 
delegate  in  this  convention  who  is  desirous  of  having  such  an  understand- 
ing. I  can  see  no  real  necessity  for  delaying  the  work  of  this  convention 
and  ineurring  an  unnecessary  expense  by  having  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee published. 

I  want  to  take  this  occasion  to  make  reference  to  an  article  published 
in  the  Indianapolis  Sun  yesterday.  I  don't  know  where  they  got  their  in- 
formation, unless  some  of  the  members  of  our  own  committee  have  been 
revealing  committee  or  official  secrets;  but,  replying  to  the  statement  in 
the  Indianapolis  Sun  that  this  committee  wns  going  to  try  to  push  down  the 
throats  of  this  delegation  a  constitution  the  delegation  was  not  familiar 
with,  or  which  they  had  no  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with,  is  an 
absolute  falsehood.  There  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  this  committee  to  do 
anything  of  the  sort.  There  was  no  heated  discussion  in  the  committee 
relative  to  the  publication  of  the  committee  ^s  report.  The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed, a  vote  was  cast  and  it  devolved  upon  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  cast  the  deciding  vote.  I  cast  it  against  the  motion  to  have  the  report 
published,  for  the  same  reasons  I  am  giving  this  convention  at  the  present 
tiifie. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — 1  always  grant  Brother  Farrington  the 
right  to  hold  his  own  opinions,  and  I  know  he  will  take  that  right  anyhow. 
I  know  ho  will  grant  me  the  right  to  hold  my  own  opinions.  I  did  not  make 
that  motion  for  the  purpose  of  delaying  the  proceedings  of  this  convention. 
The  International  law  governing  our  organization  is  as  important,  a  very 
important  matter  that  affects  every  member  of  our  Union,  and  we  ought  to 
have  a  clear  and  thorough  understanding  of  just  what  it  means  when  it  is 
being  adopted. 

I  agree  it  is  possible,  even  without  the  printed  report,  for  everyone  to 
get  a  thorough  understanding  of  all  of  it;  but  I  believe  if  we  proceed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  enable  each  delegate  to  have  a  thorough  understanding  of 
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it  without  the  printed  prooeedingH,  it  will  take  a  groat  deal  longer  than  if  we 
wait  until  printed  copies  of  the  report  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
delegates.  I  believ**  it  will  expi»dite  the  work  of  the  convention  to  have 
the  report  of  the  committee  printed  and  put  in  the  hands  of  the  dele- 
gates, and  I  know  it  will  give  a  great  deal  more  satisfaction  to  every  dele- 
gate here  if  he  is  able  to  look  over  the  report.  If  there  is  conflict  or  opposi- 
tion to  any  of  the  sections  it  can  be  worked  out  in  such  a  way  as  to  get  it 
clear  before  the  convention  and  allow  us  to  go  through  the  entire  report  in 
an  intelligent  way  and  in  as  expeditious  manner  as  possible. 

I  had  no  part  in  giving  that  statement  to  the  Indianapolis  Sun,  and  I 
am  not  attempting  to  reflect  on  the  committee  in  making  the  motion  to  have 
the  report  printed  and  copies  distributed  to  the  delegates.  I  think  the 
committee  has  done  a  pretty  good  job,  but  I  believe  it  is  possible  for  even 
that  committee  to  err,  and  whether  they  did  so  or  not,  I  think  it  is  better 
for  this  convention  to  have  printed  copies  of  the  report  prepared  before  the 
leport  of. the  committee  is  taken  up  seriatim. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  am. in  favor  of  having  the  proposition  sub 
milted  by  the  committee  printed,  and  if  necessary  give  this  delegation 
even  a  half  day's  time  to  read  it  over  before  acting  on  it.  T  agree  with 
the  chairman  of  the  commHtee  whoa  he  makes  the  statement  that  the  entire 
constitution  has  been  rewritten.  1  remember  another  time  when  the  con- 
stitution of  th'3  International  organization  was  rewritten.  It  was  rewritten 
even  before  the  International  convention  convened,  and  after  it  was  re- 
wiitten  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Constitution  Committee  to  go  over,  it 
was  ])rinted  in  order  that  the  delegates  might  umlerstand  what  they  were 
voting  on. 

There  isn't  a  man  here  who  believes  more  than  I  do  in  every  delegate 
having  a  thorough  understanding  of  what  he  is  voting  on.  There  are  not 
many  delegates  in  this  convention  who  can  remember  what  was  read  in  the 
first  part  of  the  proposed  constitution  if  he  followed  it  all  the  way  through, 
an<l  r<>member  likewise  the  language  in  the  last  part  of  it.  I  hope  that  this 
convention,  notwithst:nnling  the  statement  made  that  it  will  take  two  dayr* 
to  have  it  printed,  will  have  the  proposed  constitution  printed  and  copies 
distributed  to  the  delegates  before  we  act  on  it.  I  believe  if  it  is  handed 
over  to  the  i>rinters  they  can  have  a  constitution  printe<l  by  tomorrow  after- 
noon, or  not  later  than  Monday  in  any  event.  T  want  the  document  printed 
as  one  delegate.    That  is  why  I  seconded  the  motion  to  have  it  printed. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — I  have  listened  very  carefully  to  the  reading 
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of  the  report  of  the  committee  and,  so  far  as  my  impression  goes,  it  strikes 
me  as  being  a  needed  and  progressive  constitution.  However,  as  one  mem- 
ber of  this  delegation,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  motion  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Walker.  I  believe  there  are  many  reasons  why  the  report  of  the  com- 
mfttee  should  be  printed  and  placed  in  the  possession  of  every  delegate  to 
ihr  convention.  I  believe  the  work  of  the  convention  will  be  facilitated, 
because  I  think  the  delegates  will  better  understand  the  different  sections 
of  the  constitution  as  it  is  recommended  by  the  committee. 

I  believe  when  we  shape  and  frame  and  change  the  organic  law  of  our 
organization  the  widest  latitude  should  be  given  so  that  every  delegate  can 
familiarize  himself  with  every  section  upon  which  he  will  pass  judgment. 
In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  more  important  work  this  convention  is  called 
upon  to  do  than  to  revise,  change  and  adopt  the  fundamental  law  of  our 
Union.  That  being  the  case,  we  should  proceed  cautiously  and  carefully  so 
that  a  proper,  complete  and  thorough  understanding  will  be  had  on  the 
part  of  every  delegate  in  this  convention.  I  know  that  we  want  to  remove 
the  slightest  suspicion  that  there  is  any  attempt  to  foist  upon  this  delega- 
tion, a  constitution  they  do  not  understand  moat  completely  and  fully.  And 
for  that  reason,  and  for  other  strong  reasons,  I  hope  this  constitution  will 
be  printed  and  copies  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  delegate  before  it  is 
finally  acted  upon. 

Secretary  Perry — I  think  this  matter  can  be  printed  in  the  daily  pro- 
ceedings and  be  ready  for  distribution  tomorrow  morning. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  12 — Since  this  convention  seems  almost 
unanimously  in  favor  of  Delegate  Walker's  motion  I  move  that  debate  cease 
and  that  the  motion  bo  put.  .(Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker,  that  the  proposed  constitution 
be  printed  and  copies  distributed  to  the  delegates  was  carried. 

Delegate  Grills,  District  12 — AVe  sent  in  a  resolution  T  don  't  see  in  the 
constitution. 

President  White — Your  resolution  or  any  other  resolution  that  may  have 
been  submitted  can  be  brought  up  w^hen  the  constitution  is  being  considered. 

Delegate  Grills — It  has  not  been  road  and  is  not  included  in  the  con- 
stitution.   We  sent  it  in  a  month  ago. 

President  White — You  can  call  for  your  resolution  when  this  constitu- 
tion is  being  considered.  It  may  not  be  in  there,  but  you  can  get  it  in  there 
if  you  are  big  enough  to  get  it  in  over  this  convention. 

The  chair  wants  to  make  a  statement  in  connection  with  this  constitu- 
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tion.  While  he  recommended  a  revision  of  our  constitution  to  make  it  clear 
and  specific,  he  wants  it  distinctly  understood  that  he  at  no  time  dictated 
to  this  or  any  other  committee  that  has  been  considering  the  resolutions 
presented  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  Herrin,  District  12 — If  there  are  no  resolutions  in  here  regard- 
ing a  certain  section  and  a  delegate  wishes  to  offer  an  amendment  to  that 
section  as  read  by  the  .committee,  can  a  delegate  offer  such  an  amendment? 

President  White — In  harmony  with  past  custom  and  parliamentary 
procedure,  when  the  report  of  the  committee  has  been  printed  and  we  pro- 
ceed to  its  consideration,  the  motion  before  the  house  then  will  be  the 
order  of  busiuess,  to  adopt  the  substitute  constitution  offered.  Then  the 
sections  will  be  read  seriatim.  Besolutions  offered  by  local  unions  can  be 
called  for  or  amendments  offered  from  the  floor  of  the  house.  Once  a  sec- 
tion has  been  amended  and  adopted  by  the  house  it  cannot  be  again  amended 
without  reconsidering.  All  resolutions,  as  the  chairman  of  your  committeo 
has  stated,  that  have  been  presented  to  them  have  been  considered.  Some 
hive  found  favor  with  the  committee,  and  they  have  embodied,  I  take  it 
from  their  statements,  some  of  the  proposed  amendments  in  the  document 
presented  for  your  consideration.  When  the  constitution  is  being  acted  upon 
and  you  desire  to  call  up  a  particular  resolution  you  will  have  that  privilege. 

Delegate  Savage,  District  6 — I  suggest  that  the  proposed  constitution 
be  printed  the  same  size  and  form  as  the  constitution  will  afterwards  be 
printed.    By  doing  so  you  will  save  considerable  expense. 

Secretary  Perry — We  intended  printing  it  in  the  daily  minutes.  It  will 
take  a  lonjjer  time  to  print  it  in  the  form  of  the  old  constitution. 

Delegate  Savage — 1  thiuk  it  will  save  expense  if  you  do  it,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  will  take  longer. 

At  11:45  a.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned  to  reconvene  at  1:30  p.  m. 
of  the  aame  day. 


I 


FOURTH  DAY-AFTERNtON  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Friday,  January  19, 
President  White  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Perry  read  the  following  telegram: 
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"Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  January  19,  1912. 
"^<3wiii  Perry,  Care  Miners'  Convention,  Indianapolis: 

"Telegram  receive^  in  my  absence.     Shall  reach  Indianapolis  not  later 
ttian    Tuesday. 

JOHN  MITCHELL."     * 
r>elegate  Green,  District  6,  in  the  chair. 

B^X*OBT    OF    DELEGATES    TO    THE    WESTE'BN    FEDERATION    OF 
MINERS'    CONVENTION. 

I>elegate  Gre^n  (Wm.),  District  No.  6,  read  the  following  report: 
'^^  the  Representatives  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America : 

Brothers — The  Nineteenth  Annual  (Jonvention  of  the  Western  Federation 
of  Miners  was  held  at  Butte,  Mont.,  July  17  to  August  4,  inclusive.  Having 
been  elected  fraternal  delegates  to  represent  our  organization  at  this  convention, 
we  attended  same,  arriving  in  Butte  on  July  23.  Upon  our  arrival  we  were 
extended  a  hearty  welcome  by  the  officers  and  delegates  attending  the  conven- 
tion, and  every  courtesy  was  shown  us  during  our  stay  among  them.  Our 
visit  was  made  pleasant  by  reason  of  the  kind  and  courteous  treatment  ac- 
corded us. 

There  were  in  attendance  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  delegates.  The  re- 
ported membership  of  the  organization  was  approximately  fifty  thousand,  com- 
posed of  metalliferous  miners,  mill,  smelter  men,  engineers,  firemen  and  others 
employed  in  and  around  mills,  smelters  and  metal  mines  of  North  America  and 
Alaska. 

The  annual  reports  of  President  Moyer,  Secretary-Treasurer  Mills  and 
the  Executive  Board  wore  most  comprehensive,  covering  in  detail  the  work  of  the 
officers,  the  status  of  the  organization,  its  financial  resources,  income  and  ex- 
penditures.    All  were  well  received  ond  appropriately  acted  upon. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-one  resolutions  and  amendments  to  their  Consti- 
tution were  introduced  and  acted  upon.  These  resolutions  dealt  with  various 
phases  of  the  labor  problem  and  with  matters  of  public  concern.  Through 
them  the  delegates  gave  expression  of  their  opinion  on  all  questions  considered. 
We  are  quite  sure  it  is  not  expected  that  we  report  the  nature  of  these  many 
resolutions  and  the  action  of  the  convention  thereon,  for,  while  they  are  inter- 
esting, the  time  required  to  do  so  would  constitute  too  great  a  demand  upon 
your  patience  and  attention.     However,  the  character  of  these  resolutions,  dis- 
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cuSHion  thereon,  and  the  final  action  of  the  convention,  emphasized  the  fact 
that  their  problems  are  similar  to  ours,  their  work  like  our  work,  and  the 
opposition  to  their  organization  in  non-union  sections  from  those  opposed  to 
organized  labor,  the  same  as  we  have  to  contend  with. 

•  We  addressed  the  convention  and  extended  to  the  delegates  the  fraternal 
greetings  an^l  well  wishes  of  our  organization.  We  endeavored  to  convey  to 
them  the  deep  and  abiding  interest  our  membership  had  in  all  their  work,  and 
the  universal  sentiment  among  our  members  in  favor  of  a  closer  relationship 
between  the  two  miners'  organizations.  We  expressed  the  hope  and  desire  for 
a  closer  afi&liation,  and  such  a  perfect  co-operation  as  would  lead  ultimately  to 
one  miners'  organization  on  the  American  continent.  This  sentiment  met  with 
a  most  favorable  and  hearty  response.  The  delegates  gave  hearty  expression 
favoring  such  a  policy.  Their  actions  and  words  were  convincing  evidence  that 
the  membership  of  their  organization  favor  a  closer  relationship,  resulting 
eventually  in  a  complete  amalgamation  of  the  two  organizations. 

The  following  resolution  >va8  introduced,  and  after  a  thorough  discussion, 
was  voted  down : 
''To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the 

Western  Federation  of  Miners: 

*  *  Whereas,  A  closer  relationship  between  the  coal  and  metalliferous  miners 
has  been  constantly  advocated  for  at  least  two  years  past;  and 

''Whereas,  Many  members  of  both  organizations,  to-wit:  The  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  and  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  believe  that  sncb 
advocacy  is  just  and  proper,  inasmuch  as  we  are  convinced  that  labor  cannot 
emancipate  itself,  while  continuing  in  our  present  divided  pjan  of  organization; 
therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  apply  for  admission 
into  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  as  a  whole;  that  we  surrender  unto 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  our  charter,  national  and  local,  thus  elim- 
inating the  cost  of  maintaining  a  dual  organization  in  the  mining  industry;  and, 
be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  we  elect  a  committee  of  five,  they  to  meet  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  amalgamation 
of  the  W.  F.  of  M.  and  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  and  draft  a  Constitution  that  will 
govern  both  branches  of  the  mining  industry;  when  amalgamated  said  com- 
mittee to  report  findings  of  joint  committee  to  the  general  membership  for  their 
approval  or  rejection." 
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The  introduction  of  a  resolution  of  this  kind  indicates  the  growing  senti- 
nient  in  favor  of  one  miners'  organization.     Discussion  thereon  brought  out 
^he  many  obstacles  that  must  necessarily  be  overcome  before  such  a  plan  could 
^  consummated.    There  must  be  a  unanimity  of  opinion  among  the  membership 
0*  both  organizations  in  order  to  guard  against  a  dual  organization.    The  dif- 
ferent methods  employed  by  the  two  organizations  in  doing  their  work  consid- 
ered carefully  and  harmonized,  if  possible.     The  '<^uestion  of  jurisdiction,  the 
Method  of  collecting  dues,  and  numerous  other  details  must  be  worked  out  before 
fie  two  organizations  can  be  made  one.     That  this  should  be  done  is  generally 
Conceded,  and  that  it  will  be  done  is  quite  generally  believed. 

The  above  resolution,  therefore,  was  not  voted  down  because  there  was 

^^y  manifest  opposition  to  its  expressed  aims  and  purpose,  but  because  they 

'•eeognized  the  necessity  of  working  out  the  above  mentioned  problems  in  advance 

^^^  5>uch  action.    We  informed  the  delegates  of  the  action  of  our  last  Interna 

Jonal  convention,  the  character  of  the  resolution  adopted  and  advised  that  they 

'^icui-  therein.    This  tl:ey  unanimously  decided  to  do.    For  the  purpose  of  pro- 

^tiijg  the  growth  of  a  closer  relationship,  we  recommend  a  free  universal 

*^'*^rige  of  cards  between  the  two  organizations  and  the  adoption  of  such  a 

^**clly,  reciprocal  and  judicious  policy  as  will  bring  about  a  complete,  suc- 

^^^^1x1  and  permanent  amalgamation  of  the  two  organizations. 

Inuring  our  entire  stay  at  the  convention  we  were  tre&ted  with  the  utmost 

coxirteay  and  consideration.    Our  visit  was  made  pleasant,  indeed,  and  we  trust 

V^^^Uctive  of  good  results.    When  wc  were  forced  to  leave,  we  did  so  most  re- 

vu^itaiitly.    We  carried  back  with  us  the  memory  of  genuine  hospitality,  inspiring 

^*^^*ciation  and  a  firmer  belief  in  the  ultimate  success  of  labor's  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DUNCAN  McDonald, 

WM.  GREEN. 

Delegate  Feehali — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 
(Seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

Delegate  Robb  (D.),  District  No.  11,  received  unanimous  consent  to  the 
introduction  of  a  resolution,  and  submitted  the  following: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  292. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  19,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  Con- 
vention Assembled: 
Whereas,  It  has  been  brought  to  our  notice  by  several  delegates  to  this 
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convention  that  Brother  John  Cox.  who  is  now  Hcrs^ing  a  life  sentence  in  the 
penitentiary  of  this  state  for  murder,  uiid  whose  ease  is  continually  kept  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Linton  and  the  surrounding  districts;  and 

Whereas,  Brother  John  Cox  was  serving  on  the  mine  committee  at  the  time 
of  the  shooting,  which  shooting,  it  has  since  developed,  was  the  outcome  of  the 
disagreement  at  the  mines;  and 

Whereas,  John  Cox  had  been  hounded  prior  to  the  time  and  up  to  the  time 
of  the  shooting  by  his  victim  and  his  friends;  and 

Whereas,  Mrs.  John  Cox  and  her  four  small  children  have  become  objects 
of  pity  and  a  public  charge;  and 

Whereas,  This  case  has  the  endorsement  of  the  Executive  Board  Members 
of  District  No.  11  to  try  and  secure  a  pardon  for  Brother  John  Cox;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  officers  and  delegates  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual 
Convention,  now  assembled,  petition  the  Hon.  Thomas  R.  Marshall,  Govern©* 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  weigh  and  consider  in  all  its  phases  the  case  of 
Brother  John  Cox  with  the  magnanimity  which  the  c^se  merits,  and  with  that 
true  sympathy  which  should  prompt  him  towards  all  who  are  looking  for 
'Executive  clemency. 

CHARLES  FOX,  Secretary- Treasurer  District  No.  11. 
DAVID  B.  ROBB,  Lociil  Union  No.  2522. 

Delegate  Robb — 1  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  have  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, and  no  man  will  go  any  further  than  I  will  to  secure  executive 
clemency  for  a  man  serving  a  sentence  for  nn  alleged  crime,  providing  it 
is  found  upon  investigation  that  clemency  may  be  given.  In  order  that  this 
convention  may  deal  intelligently  with  the  question,  and  in  order  likewise 
that  the  delegation  may  not  establish  a  precedent  of  having  resolutions  of 
this  or  any  other  character  introduced  and  voted  upon  without  being  given 
proper  consideration,  I  suggest  that  it  ])e  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions,  [f  T  am  in  order,  after  makinjj  this  explanation  as  to  why  I 
believe  it  should  bo  so  referred  !  will  make  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  would  lie  glad  to  entertain  the  motion, 
but  according  to  parliamentary  law  it  is  not  in  order  after  Delegate  Lewis 
made  the  speech. 

Delegate  Van  Morn,  District  12 — Lhis  occurrence  took  place  while  Brother 
Cox  was  serving  on  the  Mine  Committee.     This  man  has  been  in  prison  for 
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four  years.  In  our  opinion,  after  a  close  investigatiou  by  our  Executive 
Board  in  District  11,  we  have  found  that  he  tried  in  every  way  to  avoid  the 
cJash  that  took  place.  We  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  take  up  your  time 
going  into  the  details  of  the  case,  but  simply  to  explain  that  the  Executive 
Board  of  District  11  has  signed  this  petition  unanimously,  asking  that  he 
be  granted  a  pardon.  The  prosecutor  has  signed  it,  the  judge  has  signed  it, 
ten  of  the  jury  have  signed  it  and  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Linton 
have  signed  it.  The  local  union  has  endorsed  this  petition  and  asks  every 
one  to  sign  it.  As  we  understand  it,  the  Order  of  Masons  have  signed  it. 
Every  one  down  there  agrees  this  man  should  have  his  liberty.  He  has 
four  small  children  and  an  invalid  wife.  We  would  like  to  have  this  con- 
%'ention  go  on  record  endorsing  this  resolution  that  asks  for  his  liberty. 

Delegate  Tucker,  District  12 — I  was  in  the  city  of  Linton  when  this 
occurred  and  I  have  followed  the  case  very  closely.  Through  the  help  of 
the  Ladies*  Aid  in  Linton,  and  the  good  hearted  miners,  something  has  been 
done  for  the  wife  and  her  children.  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  the  family 
almost  every  week.  When  I  ask  the  convention  ^o  consider  this  petition, 
I  am  speaking  the  sentiments  of  almost  every  one  in  the  city,  and  I  might 
5«ay  almost  every  one  in  the  county. 

I  do  not  know  for  what  reason  the  Governor  has  withheld  a  pardon. 
1  worked  on  mine  committees  with  Brother  Cox.  I  worked  for  the  same 
coal  company.  The  brother  was  attending  to  his  business  as  he  had  boon 
ordered  to  do  by  his  local.  He  was  persecuted  by  the  class  of  men  this  man 
belonged  to.  He  went  to  the  chief  of  police  and  asked  for  protection  but  he 
did  not  get  it.  He  was  crowded  into  doing  the  act  he  did,  and  I  hope  this 
convention  will  take  that  fact  iLto  consideration  in  acting  on  the  resolu- 
tion. He  was  trying  to  do  the  will  of  the  organization  as  an  officer,  and  I 
hope  the  convention  will  consider  the  position  he  is  placed  in.  He  was  a 
steady,  sober  man.  He  did  not  drink,  he  tried  to  take  care  of  his  family 
as  best  as  he  could,  and,  like  all  other  fathers,  he  was  loved  by  those  children 
who  are  probably  without  coal  enon^rh  to  keep  them  warm  this  bitter 
weather. 

Delegate  Boberts,  Indiana — I  desire  to  add  a  word  to  what  Brother 
Tucker  and  Brother  Van  Horn  have  said.  I  came  home  from  the  mine  one 
night  and  my  wife  told  me  she  had  seen  one  of  the  most  pitiful  sights  she 
had  ever  seen  m  her  life.  She  had  been  to  see  the  Cox  family.  The  mother 
ifi  ill  with  tuberculosis  and  the  little  children  have  not  enough  to  wear  and 
almost  nothing  to  eat.     She  said  that  she  and  tlie  other  women  took  them 
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food  aud  clottiiiig.  We  want  this  man  at  liberty  so  he  can  take  care  of  his 
famiiy.  John  Cox  was  not  a  bad  man.  Those  men  imponed  upon  him  and  he 
was  compelled  to  do  whaf  he  did.  We  believe  if  this  great  body  gives 
expression  to  the  wish  that  he  bt  pardone<i,  he  will  be  allowed  to  go  home 
and  take  care  of  his  family. 

Delegate  Thurman — While  1  am  in  sympathy  with  the  remarks  1  have 
hc&rd  the  question  I  want  to  ask  is  what  tht»  brother  has  been  charged  with. 
While  1  favor  any  act  of  sympathy  that  will  be  of  benefit  to  any  member 
of  our  organization  or  any  other  organization,  while  I  will  agree  with  any- 
thing that  will  relieve  suffering,  T  want  it  understood  plainly  that  I  believe 
in  upholding  tlie  laws  of  this  country.  I  am  opposed  to  any  violations  of 
the  law.  1  believe  in  being  a  law  abiding  citizen.  I  want  to  know  the 
cause  of  this  man  being  convicted  and  punished. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  move  thrit  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Thurman,  District  0 — 1  risked  fur  information.  I  haven't 
got  it. 

Delegate  Lewis — I  know  sometiiing  of  this  case.  I  am  not  opposed  to 
the  entire  power  and  force  of  this  organization  being  thrown  behind  the 
petition  for  clemency.  The  resolution  does  not  explain  why  we  ask  for 
clemency.  Brother  Van  Horn  has  named  a  number  of  things  that  would  make 
a  resolution  coming  from  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  of  some  iniluence 
and  power.  Such  a  resolution  will  have  some  effect  on  the  Governor  of 
Indiana.  If  the  resolution  is  adopted  it  ought  to  be  adopted  with  sufficient 
reason  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  ought  to  be  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote. 
We  should  not  leave  the  slightest  shadow  standing  in  the  way,  because  we 
know  how  ready  the  enemies  of  organized  labor  are  to  say.  **OhI  conven- 
tions of  organized  labor  are  always  ready  to  do  anything  they  can  to  liberate 
criminals!''  Let  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  present  the  facts  in  con- 
nection with  the  matter  and  I  am  sure  they  will  be  strong  enough  to  get 
unanimous  endorsement  from  this  convention. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Lewis  was  carried. 

REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON    APPEALS   AND   GRIEVANCES. 

Delegate  Diamond,  District  No.  24,  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  the  nh- 
sence  of  the  Secretary,  Delegate  Tjjnvrence,  of  District  No.  12,  read  the  follow- 
ing report: 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  229. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  17,  1912. 
*^o  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M. 
\V.  of  A.,  Here  Assembled: 

I,  Lewis  Morris,  do  hereby  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Twelfth  Annual 
Convention  of  District  No.  17,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  with  reference  to  irregular  elec- 
tion of  district  officers  of  same. 

(Signed)     LEWIS  MORRIS. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  230. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  17,  1912. 
Ill  Hie  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M. 

W.  of  A.,  Here  Assembled: 

I,  John  Greenway,  do  hereby  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Twelfth  Annual 
<  onventioii  of  District  No.  17,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  with  reference  to  irregular  elec- 
tion of  district  officers  of  same. 

(Signed)     JOHN  GREENWAY. 

The  committee  recomnionded  that  Resolutions  Nos.  229  and  230  be  re- 
ferred to  the  district  executive  board  of  District  17,  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
stitution of  District  17  provides  taking  up  cases  of  the  kind  referred  to  in 
the  resolutions,  and  the  appellant  failed  to  conform  to  the  district  constitu- 
tion in  that  particular  instance.  A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Morris  (L.),  District  17 — I  am  the  person  who  brought  the 
ai»peal.  We  thought  we  took  it  up  through  the  propepr  channel,  because 
two  members  of  the  District  Executive  Board  preferred  charges  against 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Board.  For  that  reason  we  did  not 
think  the  Board  the  proper  place  to  bring  it  up.  We  took  it  up  in  the  dis- 
trift  convention  and  the  appeal  is  taken  from  the  district  convention.  I 
think  we  had  sufficient  grounds  for  bringing  it. 

We  appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Grievances  yesterday  afternoon 
and  submitted  our  evidence.  1  would  like  to  have  the  convention  hear 
!»ome  of  the  evidence  we  presented.  I  believe  the  delegates  will  agree  that 
we  have  have  an  equitable  case.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  if  you 
hear  the  evidence  that  we  have  just  grounds  for  bringing  the  ease  here. 
I  have  the  evidence  in  my  possession  now.    Will  it  be  in  order  to  read  it? 

Chairman    Green — ^Brother   Morris   wishes   to   have   permission   to   read 
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some  of  the  evidence  he  has  in  his  posHestfiou  to  sustain  his  position.     The 
opinion  of  the  chair  is  that  this  evitlencc  is  iu  order. 

Delegate  Mottershaw,  District  12 — 1  arise  to  ask  for  information. 
Whenever  there  is  a  grievance  of  this  kind  and  the  evidence  is  demanded, 
should  not  the  committee  that  handled  the  case  produce  the  evidence  and 
read  itf 

Chairman  Green — The  committee  considered  the  evidence  and  recom- 
mended that  the  question  be  referred  Vjack  to  the  district.  Brother  Morris 
wishes  to  submit  the  evidence  in  his  possession  to  sustain  his  case. 

Delegate  Mooney — Has  the  delegate  obtained  permission  of  his  conven 
tion  to  submit  the  evidence? 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  has  ruled  that  as  this  evidence  is  being 
submitted  to  support  his  objection  to  the  report  of  the  committee  it  is  iu 
order. 

Delegate  Morris  (L.),  District  17 — 1  will  draw  your  attention  to  our 
district  constitution,  Section  7,  Article  VJ,  which  says  that  any  candidate 
for  office  in  District  17  using  undue  measures  to  electioneer  shall  be  forever 
hereafter  debarred,  providing  the  complaint  is  submitted  to  the  District 
Executive  Board  and  they  find  him  guilty. 

Here  is  one  of  our  official  ballots.  It  was  marked  by  Secretary  Morris, 
who  is  now  elected  as  International  Board  member  for  District  17.  It  was 
marked  *' Thomas  Cairns,  President;  C.  C.  Griffith,  Vice-President;  J.  M 
Craigo,  Secretary;  Benjamin  F.  Morris,  International  Board  Member." 
Here  is  what  was  said  when  the  ballot  was  given  the  men: 

**  Oakland,  W.  Va.,  January  8,  1912. 
'<To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

**This  is  the  marked  ballot  that  B.  F.  Morris  gave  me  at  Montgomery 
and  asked  me  to  see  that  this  is  voted  and  you  will  not  lose  anything.  And 
he  further  stated  that  if  Sprigel  and  Greenway  was  elected  it  means  that 
it  will  disrupt  the  organization. 

(Signed)     J.  E.  HUDSON.'' 

Delegate  Morris — There  were  several  of  them  of  that  nature.'  He  even 
held  conferences  with  saloon  men  in  order  that  they  would  use  their  in- 
fluence toward  his  election. 

I  will  read  some  evidence  in  regard  to  the  local  voting.  These  are  all 
affidavits.  The  first  is  an  affidavit  of  the  local  of  which  J.  M.  Craigo  is  a 
member: 
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''Smithers,  W.  Va.,  January  8,  1912. 
*  *  Personally  appeared  before  me  the  undersigned  L.  B.  Bead  who  Bays 
and  deposes  upon  oath  that  C  W.  Tittle  stated  to  him  that  if  J.  M.  Craigo 
did  not  get  the  Italian  votes  that  the  votes  would  be  thrown  out. 

(Signed)     L.  B.  BEED." 
' '  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1912. 

''G.  W.  SPBUCB,  Notary  Public. 
**My  Commission  expires  February  3,  1919.*' 

''Smithers,  W.  Va.,  January  8,  1912. 
''Personally  appeared  before  me  the  undersigned  W.  F.  Bay  of  Carbon- 
dale,  W.  Va.,  who  says  and  deposes  upon  oath  that  Domineck  Farbo,  check- 
^w^eighman  of  Carbondale,'  W.  Va.,  did  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  show 
unto  the  said  W.  F.  Bay,  a  marked  ballot  and  also  stated  to  the  said  W.  F. 
Ray  that  J.  M.  Craigo  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  did  mark  this  ballot. 

(Signed)     ''W.F.BAY. 
' '  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  day,  January  8,  1912.    , 

"C.  W.  SPENCE,  Notary  Public. 
"My  Commission  expires  February  3,  1919.'' 
*  *  STATE  OF  WEST  VIBGINIA, 
County  of  Fayette. 
To  Wit:     "This  day  personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned  Owen 
Jones,  who  after  being  duly  sworn  says  that  he  is  a  bona  fide  resident  of 
Kayette  County,  West  Virgina;  that  he  resides  at   Montgomery;   that  he 
works  at  Carbondale,  in  said  county  and  state;  that  he  was  working  in  the 
Sunday  Creek   Coal   Company's  mine   at   Carbondale   on   the   12th   day   of 
December,  1911,  when  he  was  visited  in  the  mine  by  a  committee,  one  of 
the  committee  being  the  present  checkweighman,  and  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing his  vote  for  the  International  and  district  officers  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.; 
that  said  committee  had  no  ballot  box  with  them.    Affiant  further  says  that 
he  east  a  ballot  in  said  coal  mine  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  with  said 
committee. 

"OWEN  JONES. 
"Taken,  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January, 
1912. 

"L.  BUBKE  O'NEn.,  N.  P. 
"My  Commission  expires  Decembeir  31,  1919.  (Seal.)" 

"Smithers,  W.  Va.,  January  8,  1912. 
' '  Personally  appeared  before  me  the  undersigned  B.  L.  Ferrell,  who  says 
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and  dejioses  upon  oath  that  he  visited  the  local  union  at  Winnifred,  W.  Va., 
on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1911,  and  also  further  states  that  there  was 
not  as  many  v^otes  cnst  at  the  hall  as  there  was  in  and  around  the  mines 
and  also  further  states  that  there  was  only  ninety-two  (92)  votes  east,  and 
there  was  not  oyer  fifteen  (15)  votes  cast  at  the  hall. 

(Signed)     '^R.  L.  FERHELL. 

**  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  day  of  January  8,  1912. 

*'('.  W.  SPRUCE,  Notary  Public. 

**My  Commission  expires  February  3,  1919.'* 
**  STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA, 
County  of  Fayette. 

To  Wit:     **This  day  personalh'  api)eared  before   me   the  undersignc*^ 
authority,  one  W.  M.  Petr^',  who  being  by  me  first  duly  sworn  deposes  ari<^ 
says  that  the  returns  of  the  election  of  the  officials  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A'» 
held  in  Boomer,  Fayette  County,  W.  Va.,  December  12,  1912,  that  the  said 
election  return  was  given  to  the  President  of  TiOcal  Xo.  1276,  and  that  said 
return  was  unsealed. 

^*WM.  PETRY. 

**  Taken,  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  the  tith  day  of  January, 
1912. 

^^T.  J.  DAVIS,  J.  P.'' 

Delegate  Morris  (L.) — You  ^an  see  the  methods  that  were  used  in  se- 
curing the  election  of  certain  officials  of  District  17.  If  you  will  notice  in 
the  report  of  our  President,  Mr.  White,  he  says  if  we  do  not  have  honest 
elections  dissolution  will  follow.  If  this  is  allowed  to  continue  in  District  17, 
wo  will  never  have  an  organization  there.  T-he  men  will  not  come  into  the 
organization  under  such  circumstances,  because  it  is  rotten.  When  men  are 
asked  to  join  the  organization  they  say:  '*No,  we  will  not  pay  dnes  to 
such  men." 

This  is  the  first  time  I  have  appeared  before  a  convention  of  this  size, 
and  I  feel  my  inability  to  explain  this  in  the  proper  manner.  The  facts 
that  have  been  read  and  stated  are  true.  It  is  the  method  they  practiced- 
in  securing  the  election  we  object  to.  They  have  1.53.5  paid  up  members  in 
District  17,  and  in  the  district  election  1,400U  votes  were  cast,  although  we 
can  show  that  400  members  did  not  vote.  At  Tunnelton,  twenty-one  votes 
were  cast,  although  they  have  160  members.  Our  membership  is  180  or  185 
and  we  voted  160.  Hardly  a  local  in  the  district  voted  its  entire  member- 
ship, or  anywhere  near  it,  except  this  one  at  Carbondale. 
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Secretary  Perry's  report  will  show  the  exact  amount  of  per  capita  tax 

paici    ^or  September  :iud  October,  and  1  dou't  think  it  will  show  over  67.    In 

7>eo€>rtiber  they  did  not  pay  per  ea])ita  tax  at  all,  but  they  collected  dues 

cJio     fijrst,  second  and  third  pay  in  November,  bunched  it  all  and  sent  it  in 

«.s    J3^x-  capita  tax  on  115  men.     They  cast  115  votes  by  canvassing  the  coal 

iniric?.        If  that  is  permitted,  District   17   can   never  hope  to  be  organized. 

Th^MT^^    must  be  a  different  method  in  order  to  organize  that  district.     If  it 

is  <^c>t:    handled  in  the  proper  manner  it  certainly  will  not  succeed. 

Crjiairman  Green — The  report  of  the  committee  is  that  the  entire  matter 
l»e  i"^:f  erred  to  the  District  Executive  Board  of  District  17.  Are  you  ready 
to    >?-otref 

i^elegate  Armstrong — If  I  understand   the  brother,   there   has  already 
YjC^xx     q  trial  of  this  matter. 

X>«legate   Morris    (Ij.) — Yes   sir,   it    has   been    before    the   district   con- 
vexvtion. 

delegate  McCauley,  District  17 — I  am  pretty  familiar  with  the  action 
o^    district   17.     These  men  failed  to  take   their  case   through  the  proper 
c^^sinnels.     Jf  you  gentlemen  understand  that  there  were  two  of  the  parties 
i"»itwe8ted  in  the  controversy  on  the  District  Executive  Board  you  will  un- 
derstand why.    They  brought  it  before  the  district  convention;  they  appeared 
"^ith  the  charges  and  they  gave  their  evidence  there.     They  did  not  know 
what  the  result  might  be,  but  one  side  or  the  other  was  bound  to  appeal,  no 
matter  what  way  the  decision  went.     The  plaintiffs  in  this  case  applied  for 
a  stenographer  to  take  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  convention; 
and  while  some  of  the  officials  claimed  that  they  had  no  objection,  yet  we 
who  were  present  know  theye  was  objection.     The  chairman  of  the  conven- 
tion told  me  himself  that  they  did  not  want  any  stenographer  because  it 
would  incur  too  much  expense. 

The  members  in  that  section  ot  the  country  want  this  in  the  proper 
.shape  po  we  can  organize  West  Virginia.  I  am  not  an  aspirant  for  any  office, 
I  am  a  lay  member.  When  they  refused  a  stenographer,  Mr.  Lewis  Morris 
and  another  member  went  out  and  hired  a  stenographer  of  their  own,  but 
they  refused  to  allow  her  to  take  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention. Now,  'gentlemen,  we  want  to  appeal  this  to  a  body  of  intelligent 
men,  because  we  must  have  some  redress  in  that  part  of  the  country  if  we 
are  ever  expected  to  organize  West  Virginia.  We  need  it  organized,  and 
you  need  it  organized.  I  was  driven  out  for  fourteen  years  on  account  of 
my  unionism.    1  know  the  conditions  that  exist  there,  and  if  you  people  will 
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take  this  up  and  give  it  proper  consideration,  T  believe  you  will  decide  in 
a  way  that  will  be  fair  to  all  concerned.  Don 't  refer  it  back  to  our  District 
Executive  Board,  but  take  it  up  here. 

Delegate  Diamond,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — I  desire  to  clear  up  a 
statement  made  by  Delegate  Morris.  According  to  the  information  supplied 
the  committee  yesterday  evening — and  both  sides  had  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent their  cases  in  the  presence  of  each  other — we  did  not  know  that  their 
case  was  decided  upon  by  the  district  convention  of  District  17.  Mr.  Morris 
made  the  statement  before  our  committee  that  he  withdrew  his  case  from 
the  district  convention,  giving  as  his  reason  that  the  delegates  to  that  con- 
vention refused  to  permit  a  stenographer  to  take  the  records. 

I  want  to  state  also  that  the  information  was  supplied  the  committee 
that  the  complaint  was  not  submitted  to  the  District  Executive  Board  in 
conformity  with  their  constitution.  Their  constitution  provides,  **A  candi- 
date for  office  in  District  17  using  undue  measures  in  electioneering  shall  be 
forever  hereafter  debarred,  provided,  however,  that  complaints  are  furnished 
by  writing  to  the  District  Executive  Board  and  upon  investigation  they  find 
him  guilty. ' '  They  refused  to  submit  their  complaint  to  the  District  Execu- 
tive Board,  for  the  reasons  explained  by  Delegate  Morris.  If  they  thought 
for  a  minute  the  District  Executive  Board  was  i;oing  to  decide  against  them 
it  did  not  prevent  them  from  appealing  from  the  action  of  that  Board.  The 
committee  takes  the  position  that  they  failed  to  comply  with  the  consti- 
tution of  the  district  In  not  submitting  it  to  the  Board. 

Delegate  Morris  (L.) — Did  I  not  make  a  statement  before  the  commit- 
tee that  T  would  be  willing  to  submit  my  case  whenever  there  would  be  a 
proper  record  made  of  itf 

•Delegate  Diamond,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — I  believe  you  did,  but 
that  does  not  change  the  status  of  thf  case. 

Delegate  Morris  (I..) — It  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Board  and 
f-upposed  to  be  tried  by  the  district  convention.  I  was  willing  at  all  times  to 
submit  my  evidence  when  a  proper  re<ord  was  kept  of  it,  but  they  moved  to 
throw  it  out  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  No.  25 — I  liiove  to  amend  the  motion  to  adopt 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  by  providing  that 
this  case  be  referred  to  the  International  E'xecutive  Board. 

Delegate  Craigo  (J.  M.),  District  17 — This  is  rather  a  unique  thing  to 
me.  I  never  knew  a  case  to  be  appealed  to  a  higher  court  that  had  not  been 
tried  in  a  lower  court.    Our  constitution  provides  that  charges  shall  be  pre- 
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f erred  by  writing  to  the  District  Executive  Board.  When  they  demanded 
that  this  come  before  the  district  convention,  we  overlooked  that  and  per- 
mitted it  to  come  before  the  district  convention.  Then  because  there  was  no 
stenographer  in  the  district  convention  taking  the  proceedings,  these  men 
refused  to  present  their  evidence.    The  charges  were  read. 

If  a  man  has  a  case  before  another  T  think  he  would  rather  come  before 
his  own  people  in  his  own  district  than  anywhere  else.  In  our  district  con- 
vention we  had  a  delegate  from  each  local  in  the  district,  and  if  this  evi- 
dence had  been  submitted — which  was  all  documentary  evidence,  and  we 
knew  nothing  of  what  it  was — it  would  have  been  given  consideration  by 
the  delegates.  We  knew  that  charges  were  preferred  against  the  officers, 
for  electioneering,  and  the  delegates  from  the  different  locals  would  know  if 
any  such  thing  had  been  going  on. 

The  charges  were  read,  but  they  absolutely  refused  to  submit  their  evi- 
dence to  that  convention.  They  filibustered  our  convention  and  kept  it 
in  session  at  least  a  day  longer  than  was  necessary.  When  they  absolutely 
refused  to  submit  their  evidence,  by  a  unanimous  vote  the  district  conven- 
tion threw  it  out,  and  then  they  appealed  it  here. 

I  think  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  is  right  and  it  should  go 
back  for  the  people  at  home  to  decide.  Our  convention  will  convene  imme- 
diately after  we  go  back  from  this  convention,  and  if  anybody  has  violated 
the  law  he  will  get  justice.  I  think  the  recojnmendation  of  the  committee 
should  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Tittle,  District  17 — I  am  in  favor  of  this  being  decided  accord^ 
jng  to  the  law  of  this  organization.  The  convention  of  District  17  was 
thrown  wide  open,  and  those  men  were  asked  and  begged  and  pleaded  with 
to  present  their  evidence,  but  they  refused.  They  claimed  they  would  not 
present  their  evidence  because  the  district  would  not  employ  a  stenographer. 
Then  they  went  out  and  hired  a  stenographer  of  their  own.  The  district  re- 
fused to  allow  their  stenographer  to  take  down  what  was  said  in  that  con- 
vention. Other  conventions  had  decided  the  same  way.  No  person  has  a 
right  to  rule  over  this  organization  when  we  have  laws  to  go  by.  I  see 
nothing  to  do  but  refer  this  back  and  let  it  conie  through  the  proper  chan- 
nels. If  that  is  done  those  men  will  get  justice.  It  would  not  be  right,  it 
would  not  be  just  to  refer  this  to  a  higher  court  before  it  had  been  tried  in 
the  lower  courts. 

My  name  was  read  there  on  a  document  as  saying  something  about  a 
man  named  Beid,  that  if  Brother  Graigo  did  not  get  all  the  Italian  votes  it 
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would  be  thrown  out.  I  deny  that  charge.  I  never  said  that.  Keid  only 
attends  our  local  about  once  a  year.  Every  word  of  that  is  false.  1  don't 
think  any  intelligent  man  here  will  fail  to  send  this  back  to  the  court  where 
it  belongs. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Helm  was  carried  and  the  original 
motion  was  adopted  as  amend<'d. 

KByOLUTlON  NO.  279. 

CASE  OF  WASHINGTON  UNION  COAL  COMPANY   VS.  TONO  LOCAL 
NO.  1717  IN  REGARD  TO  WORKING  ENTRIES  ON  IDLE  DAYS. 

Seattle,  Wash.,  December  16,  1911. 

Evidence  of  George  Wigley,  one  of  the  Scale  Committee,  testified  that 
at  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  that  the  mine  was  working  on  idle 
days,  and  to  his  personal  knowledge  had  continued  to  do  so  until  about 
three  weeks  ago,  and  that  the  understanding  at  the  time  the  contract  was 
drawn  up  and  agreed  to,  was  that  the  entries  would  be  allowed  to  work 
on  idle  days  and  was  considered  development  work;  he  further  states  that 
he  reported  this  to  his  local  union  along  with  the  rest  of  the  Scale  Commit- 
tee and  John  H.  Wallace,  representing  the  district  at  that  time  and  his  local 
union  accepted  the  report  of  tlic  Committee  and  adopted  the  scale  by  unani- 
mous vote. 

The  evidence  of  Bob  Clark  corroborated  the  statements  made  by  Wig- 
ley  and  he  further  states  that  the  understanding  between  Wallace,  the  Com- 
mittee and  Superintendent  Xeedham,  was  that  they  could  also  dump  coal 
from  rooms  in  case  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  coal  to  load  a  flat  for  com- 
mercial purposes  at  that  time. 

John  H.  Wallace's  testimony  says  that  when  he  drew  up  the  scale  with 
Needham  that  the  mine  was  working  on  idle  days  at  that  time,  ana  ii  uis 
memory  served  him  right  that  the  company  was  permitted  to  work  their 
entries  on  idle  days  as  they  considered  at  that  time  that  the  entries  were 
development  work,  and  further  that  it  was  a  custom  that  had  been  in  vogue 
ever  since  the  oi)ening  of  the  mine. 

James  Needham,  the  superintendent,  states  that  the  entries  had  been 
working  on  idle  days  and  ever  since  tlie  opening;  of  the  mine,  and  at  the  time 
the  fontrucl  was  signed  by  John  H.  Walhue  miuI  the  S^ale  Committee  from 
ilu.'  local  union  and  himself;  that  the  understandinjr  was  that  they  should 
continue  to  work  the  entries  on  idle  days,  and  he  further  states  that  they 
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gave  him  permiHsiou  to  dump  coal  from  rooms,  that  is  such  coal  as  was 
already  loaded  iu  the  rooms  on  idle  days,  in  case  he  so  desired,  or  if  it  was 
necessary  to  dump  the  coal  in  to  get  empty  cars  for  the  man  in  the  entry 
or  for  to  load  a  flat  for  commercial  purposes.  He  states  that  he  asked  Wal- 
lace if  they  had  not  better  put  that  in  writing.  Wallace  said,  "No,  it  was 
not  necessary  as  the  contract  already  made  provisions  in  Section  27,  where 
it  says  that  mining  conditions  remain  as  at  present/'  and  Section  26  reads 
as  follows:  This  contract  shall  in  no  case  be  set  aside  because  of  any  rules 
of  any  local  union  of  the  IT.  M.  W.  of  A.,  nor  shall  there  be  any  rules  made 
controlling  or  affecting  the  operation  of  the  mines,  nor  shall  any  change  be 
made  in  the  accepted  rules  without  the  operators  and  miners  first  consult- 
ing and  agreeing  thereto.  All  local  rules  in  violation  of  this  contract  shall 
be  null  and  void  and  no  local  union  or  group  of  local  unions  shall  pass 
an}'  rules  in  violation  of  this  contract;  neither  shall  any  company  enforce 
any  rules  in  violation  of  this  contract. 

According  to  the  evidence  given  by  the  Scale  Committee,  George 
Wigley,  Bob  Claris  and  John  H.  Wallace,  representing  the  U.  M..W.  of  A., 
Local  1717  at  Tono,  and  the  evidence  submitted  by  Jas.  Needham,  repre- 
senting the  Washington  Union  Coal  Company;  it  is  hereby  agreed,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  contract  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  work  their 
entries  on  idle  days  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  same  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  pit  committee  and  mine  foreman,  and  under  the 
terms  of  the  contract  they  are  permitted  to  work  their  entries  on  idle  days 
during  the  life  of  this  agreement. 

LEE  BULLOCK,  Vice-President. 

Delegate  Harlin,  District  No.  10 — I  do  not  think  that  was  presented 
as  a  resolution  at  all.  ft  came  from  the  Vice-President  of  District  No.  10. 
It  is  simply  a  recital  of  a  grievance.  I  believe  the  intent  was  to  send  this 
to  the  International  Convention  from  the  state  Vice-President  because  he 
felt  there  would  be  some  resolution  from  the  local  union  involved  pertaining 
to  the  question,  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  District  No.  10,  criticism  has 
tyeen  made  on  account  of  the  decision  of  the  Vice-President.  If  you  will 
read  the  matter  carefully  yon  will  find  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  a  resolu- 
tion at  all.  I  think  if  the  committee  will  investigate  they  will  find  out  there 
is  no  necessity  of  presenting  this  to  the  delegates  because  it  is  not  a  griev- 
ance or  a  resolution  of  any  kind. 

Delegate  Diamond,  C-hairman  of  the  Committee — The  committee  was  of 
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xht  Bune  oir'utioi.  &j  tke  brother  who  ha^  just  >poke!i,  and  we  recommend 
!h«t  it  be  nrferre:  b^k  to  District  Xo.  lu. 

A  motion  wats  nude  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
adopted. 

CLjiman  Green — li  there  is  no  demand  for  having  the  resolution  read 
we  will  aet  npon  the  report  of  the  committee  and  refer  it  to  the  district. 

Dtle^ikU:  Grills,  LHiitrict  12 — We  have  a  similar  case  in  Illinois  and  we 
want  it  act^  on.    This  would  have  covered  our  proposition. 

Chairman  Green — Your  case  will  be  acted  un  when  the  committee  comes 
to  it. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  i-arried. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  260. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16,  1912. 
To  the  Tmenty -third  Annual  Convention  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  last  annua]  convention  of  DiaMet 
So,  12  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  we  hereby  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  in  the  case  of  one  J.  J.  Rodgers,  where  they  decided 
that  the  «?tate  organization  and  the  local  union  each  pay  $202  to  him  be- 
caase  of  a  joint  decision  rendered  in  the  settlement  of  a  dispute  in  which 
he  was  involved. 

J.  H.  WALKER,  President. 

(iROCE  LAWRENCE,  Vice-President. 

DUNCAN    McDonald,    Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  committee  recommended  conrurrence  in  Resolution  260,  and  that  the 
apf^al  \je  sustained. 

A  moti^»n  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  con- 
'Mirred  in. 

Delegate  Jones,  District  12 — What  does  the  committee  offer  in  lieu  of  thatf 

Chairman  Green — The  chairman  of  the  committee  can  explain. 

Delegate  Diamond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  resolution  is  an 
appeal  from  the  action  of  tho  International  Executive  Board.  The  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  decided  that  the  district  organization  of  District  12 
an<I  the  local  union  concerned  pay  to  J.  J.  Rodgers  $202  each.  The  district 
convention  of  District  12  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  International 
Executive  Board  in  this  case.  The  Committee  un  Appeals  and  Grievances 
sustains  the  appeal  of  the  district 
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Chairman  Green — In  order  to  get  this  properly  before  the  convention,  the 
cbair  will  take  the  liberty  of  explaining  that  it  means,  if  adopted,  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  International  Executive  Board  will  be  set  aside  and  overruled,  and 
the  contention  of  those  who  hefve  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  will  be  sustained.  The  motion  is  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Delegate  Harlin,  District  10 — I  am  free  to  confess,  even  after  the  explana- 
tion of  the  chair,  that  this  matter  is  very  much  Greek  to  me.  I  would  like  to 
know  something  of  every  issue  upon  wliich  I  am  called  to  vote.  I  think  at  least 
we  are  entitled  to  some  brief  explanation  of  what  part  this  J.  J.  Bodgers  played 
jn  this  transaction.  It  may  appear  to  the  members  from  District  12  as  very 
clear,  but  to  the  rest  of  us  from  other  districts  it  is  not  clear.  We  do  not  un- 
derstand the  intent  of  the  resolution.  I  would  request  in  behalf  of  myself  and 
other  delegates  who  are  in  the  dark  some  brief  explanation  of  this  situation. 

Delegate  Kennedy — I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  committee  if  both  par- 
ties to  the  controversy  appeared  before  the  committee? 

^Delegate  Diamond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — No  one  made  applica- 
tion to  appear  before  the  committee.  Members  of  the  committee  were 
familiar  with  this  particular  case,  and,  inasmuch  as  no  one  made  application 
t<»  appear  the  committee  docided  upon  it  from  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
case. 

Delegate  Peek,  District  12 — I  am  from  Illinois  and  I  never  heard  of  this 
J.  J.  Bodgers  or  this  ease.  1  am  like  the  brother  from  District  10,  I  would  like 
to  have  Walker,  Lawrence,  McDonald  or  someone  explain  the  case  so  we  will 
know  what  we  are  doing.  I  would  like  to  know  what  part  J.  J.  Bodgers  plays 
in  this  case,  what  he  has  done  and  what  those  men  who  brought  in  the  resolution 
know  about  it.  Who  is  Walker,  Lawrence  and  McDonald  appealing  tof  If  they 
are  appealing  to  this  convention,  I  for  one  would  like  to  know  the  nature  of  the 
case  so  I  can  vote  intelligently. 

Delegate  Walker,  President  District  12 — Brother  Bodgers  is  a  delegate  to 
this  convention  and  I  expect  he  could  have  appeared  before  the  committee  if  he 
bad  been  anxious  to  do  so.  L  know  he  was  aware  that  an  appeal  had  been  taken 
by  our  last  convention  from  the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board 
in  this  matter.  His  information  may  have  been  a  little  late,  but  I  know  he 
knew  in  this  convention  that  our  district  convention  had  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board  and  that  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
peals and  Grievances  had  the  case.    I  feel,  now  that  the  case  is  up,  he  should 
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at  least  take  the  floor  ntnl  make  an  explanation  of  his  connection  with  it.  Then 
Vice-Prosiuent  Lawrence  will  liandlo  the  case  for  the  state  organization. 

T  am  not  going  into  the  details  of  the  original  case,  except  to  say  that,  in- 
sofar as  I  have  any  knowledge  of  cases  that  were  de(*ided  jointly,  where  a  dis- 
pute under  the  contract  came  u\}  in  the  regular  way,  no  district  has  been  penal- 
ized in  all  the  history  of  our  organization  in  the  way  this  decision  of  the  In- 
ternational Executive  Board  contemplated  penalizing  District  12.  There  was 
a  shutdown  at  the  Sesser  Tnine  where  Brother  Kodgers  was  check-weighman.  A 
dispute  arose.  According  to  my  information  Brother  Kodgers  was  responsible 
for  shutting  down  the  mine  in  violation  of  the  contract,  with  the  absolute 
knowledge  on  his  own  part,  to  begin  with,  that  the  shutdown  w^as  in  violation 
of  the  contract  and  that  ho  should  have  taken  the  case  up  in  the  regular  way 
under  the  contract  and  tried  to  have  the  matter  adjusted. 

Under  our  contract  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  where  there  was  a  willful  shut- 
down in  violation  of  the  contract,  there  was  at  that  time  a  $10.00  fine.  This 
was  a  clean,  open  and  shut  case,  and  there  was  no  way  for  us  to  get  out  of  it. 
Brother  Rodgers  himself  acknowledged  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  shut- 
down and  assumed  the  entire  responsibility,  stating  he  knew  he  was  doing  it  in 
\iolation  of  the  contract  when  he  took  the  action  he  did.  There  was  no  way 
out  of  it  on  our  i>art  undei"  the  contract  but  to  pay  the  penalty. 

The  question  was  submitted  to  the  local  union  as  to  whether  they  would 
agree  to  depose  Brother  Kodgers  or  ]my  the  $10.00  fine  for  each  member.  There 
were  about  300  members  in  the  local.  According  to  the  information  T  have 
Brother  Kodgers  agreed,  in  order  to  relieve  the  men  of  the  fine,  that  he  would 
be  dep(5secl.  The  men  theujsolves  agreed  by  motion  to  de]>ose  him  rather  than 
pay  the  fine.  There  was  a  misunderstanding,  however,  <ui  the  part  of  the  local 
union  as  to  what  that  meant — Avhether  it  was  during  the  life  of  our  contract  or 
during  the  term  ]>rovided  in  our  constitution  for  which  a  check-weighman  is 
elected. 

As  T  understood  the  case,  Vice-President  Lawrence  understood  and  agree<l 
that  it  would  mean  for  the  life  of  the  contract.  My  information  is  that  he  tried 
to  convey  that  understanding  to  the  membership  of  that  local.  They  claim  they 
understood  it  was  meant  only  for  the  life  of  the  term  provided  in  our  constitu- 
tion for  a  check-wt  ighmnn.  On  account  of  that  misunderstanding,  when  the 
time  came  to*elect  a  check-weighman  again  they  elected  Brother  Rodgers.  On 
account  of  the  understanding  or  agreement  that  had  been  made  in  the  settlement 
of  the  other  disjmte  the  company  took  the  position  that  Brother  Rodgers  oonld 
not  act  as  check-weighman  during  the  life  of  that  contract. 
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So  far  as  the  urgiuiizutiun  is  concerned  they  sit  no  tiule  made  nn  effort  to 
/ceoj5  Brother  Bodgers  from  goin^  on  the  tipple.  Jt  would  have  been  put  up  to 
"^»  i:»i  the  place  of  the  proposition  if  we  wanted  him  to  go  on  there  and  the 
«-oi»i^_»ainy  maintained  its  poMiti«)n,  to  strike  the  mine  in  order  to  force  him  back. 
*  "**  ^  phase  of  it  wjis  never  brought  to  the  Kxecutive  Board  of  the  district  even 
'**y  "tl-^c  local  union.  •  The  members  of  the  local  simply  took  the  position  that 
^^^^y  imderstood  the  decision  one.  way,  and  Vice-President  Lawrence  had  made 
fU^  fca-j^temgut  that  it  had  been  made  the  other  way,  antl  as  best  he  could  he 
ViJ^^i    <^^nveyed  that  information  to  them. 

---Xccordiiig  to  rulings  made  during  the  present  administration,  and  accord- 

^    ^    "^-^  ruliDgs  made  in  the  Gillespie  case  by  the  previous  administration  under 

^    *    Contract,  when  parties  have  the  right  under  that  agreement  to  settle  a  dis- 

^    ^^>    take  it  up  and  dispose  of  it,  insofar  a.s  the  contract  is  concerned  and  the 

^\H>sition  of  that  dispute  is  concerned,  the  International  has  no  right  to  set 

^    ^H\de.    We  believe  that  under  the  contract  when  that  disjmtc  was  settled  we 

^^^  the  right  to  settle  it.     We  believe,  of  course,  it  was  settled  under  the  cir- 

'Vimstanccs  for  the  best  interest  of  the  membership  in  that  district  and  for  the 

best  interest  of  the  membership  in  that  local  union.  In  addition  to  that  fact, 

under  the  contract — end  there  is  no  cpiesti^m  aljout   it — we  had  the  absolute 

right  to  settle  those  disputes,  and  und*'r  past  procedure  in  the  making  of  con- 

fracts  we  were  given  a  right  to  make  contracts  of  that  character. 

Under  the  belief  we  had  in  the  matter  and  under  the  rulings  made  by  both 
this  administration  and  the  previous  one,  there  could  not  be  a  penalty  assesse<l 
jgain.it  our  organization  because  of  the  settlement  of  a  dispute  that  was  taken 
up  and  settled  in  the  regular  way  under  the  contract,  even  though  there  had  been 
an  error  in  judgment  made  by  the  officials  making  the  settlement  under  the 
.-ontract.  Under  the  rulings  of  two  administrations  there  could  not  be  a  penalty 
assessed  on  either  the  local  union  or  the  district  in  that  matter. 

I  am  not  going  into  the  disagreeable  features  of  this  case.  The  men 
who  are  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  the  case  can  go  into  that  [>art  of  it  and 
make  it  clear;  but  our  proj>osition  as  a  district  is  that  the  \ery«.l)est  tiling  wis 
done  that  coiild  be  done  for  the  interests  of  the  organization.  Wv  beliexc  tliat 
even  if  there  had  been  an  error  of  judgment  made  in  the  settlement  of  the 
«-ase  we  could  not  as  a  district  be  i>enalized  for  it.  Tin?  only  thing  that  can  be 
«lone  where  an  official  makes  n  mistake  is  that  it  can  be  used  by  men  who  are  op- 
l>OM*d  fo  his  candidacy  in  selecting  a  man  to  take  his  f>lace  the  next  year. 

I  know  of  no  case  in  all  the  history  of  our  organizjition  where  a  penalty  was 
jdai-ed  on  a  district  such  as  was  placed  on  District  12  in  this  case.     We  feel, 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  that  we  have  no  desire  to  do  Mr.  Bodgers  or  any 
other  member  any  injustice  whatever.  We  feel  that  what  has  been  done  has 
been  done  with  the  authority  of  this  organization,  with  the  best  judgment  of 
the  men  the  membership  selected  to  act  as  their  official  representatives  in  the 
settlement  of  this  case,  and  under  those  circumstances  it  is  absolutely  unfair 
and  a  violation  of  our  own  law  to  attempt  to  compel  that  local  union  and 
our  district  organization  to  pay  any  penalty  whatever  in  this  matter. 

Delegate  Kamarata,  District  12 — Did  I  understand  Brother  Walker  to  say 
they  kept  Brother  Rodgers  off  the  tipple? 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — According  to  the  information  I  have  the 
case  was  this:  Brother  Rodgers  assumed  responsibility  and  acknowledged  gailt 
for  shutting  the  mine  down  in  plain  violation  of  the  contract,  with  the  knowledge 
on  his  part  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  contract  when  he  did  it.  Under  the 
contract  the  members  were  entitled  to  pay  a  $10.00  fine.  There  was  no  way 
of  getting  out  of  it  because  the  man  who  shut  down  the  mine  acknowledged  that 
he  knew  it  was  in  violation  of  the  contract.  The  Operators'  Association  insisted 
on  the  penalty  being  applied.  Vice-President  Lawrence  went  there  and  he  was 
up  against  it.  He  said  if  the  contract  was  asked  for  by  the  operators  and  the 
penalty  insisted  on  thi»re  was  no  way  out  of  it.  The  operators  said  they  did 
not  hold  the  membership  gienerally  really  responsible  or  feel  that  they  should  be 
penalized  to  rhat  extent,  although  under  the  contract  they  had  a  right  to  penalize 
them.  They  believed  Brother  Rodgers  was  the  man  who  was  more  than  anyone 
else  responsible,  and  agreed  to  waive  the  fine  providing  we  would  apply  the  pen- 
alty to  Brother  Rodgers. 

Vice-President  Lawrence  said  he  had  no  authority  to  depose  Brother  Bod- 
gers. The  company  said  if  they  were  willing  to  depose  him  they  would  be  sat- 
isfied. Vice-President  Lawrence  took  the  position  that  if  the  men  there  were 
willing  to  depose  Brother  Rodgers — and  he  believed  the  men  had  a  right  to  hire 
and  fire  their  owd  check-weighman — if  they  were  willing  to  do  that,  so  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  he  was  willing  to  settle  it  on  that  basis.  Brother  Rodgers  him- 
self agreed  to  be  deposed  in  order  to  relieve  the  men  of  that  fine.  In  agreeing 
to  the  deposition  f  understand  Vice-President  Lawreifee  and  the  commissioner 
insisted  that  it  would  mean  for  the  life  of  the  contract.  The  men  did  not  un- 
derstand it*  that  way,  but  understood  that  it  meant  for  the  term  provided  in 
<«ur  cousitutiori  for  which  a  check-weighman  is  elected. 

When  that  term  expired  the  men  elected  Brother  Rodgers  as  eheck-weigh- 
nian.  The  conij)any  insisted  on  the  agreement  that  had  been  reached,  which 
provi.jed  for  tlie  waiving  of  the  fino  on  tho  men.    Brother  Rodgers  stayed  there, 
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1  thip.k,  three  or  four  months,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  could  have  sc- 
««iired  work  around  there  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  place.  Then  he  ap- 
plied for  pay  for  the  time  he  lost  while  he  was  lying  around  there.  The  Inter- 
national Executive  Board  decaued  that  the  local  union  and  the  state  organiza- 
tion must  pay  him  for  the  time  he  lost  under  those  circumstances.  That  is  the 
rase,  as  I  understand  it. 

Delegate  Kamarata,  District  12 — If  they  had  an  agreement,  a  constitution, 
the  local  by-laws  and  n  newspaper  in  the  foreign  language  they  would  under- 
f^tand  what  the  contract  means.  Because  they  don  't  understand  now  they  have 
asked  that  the  agreement,  th^  constitution  and  the  local  by-laws  be  printed  in  the 
foreign  languages.  The  American  people  pay  dues  and  assessments,  and  I 
think  the  foreign  people  pay  the  same.  The  American  people  have  an  American 
newspaper  the  men  all  pay  for.  The  foreigners  should  have  the  same.  If  they 
«?annot  have  a  newspaper  and  the  by-laws,  agreement  and  constitution  in  their 
language,  and  they  do  somctning  wrong,  they  sliouUl  not  be  blamed. 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  M.) — While  I  recognize  that  these  brothers  have  a  right 
to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  I  recognize 
also  the  right  of  the  Grievance  Committee  to  grant  the  appeal,  yet  in  granting 
that  appeal  it  simply  means  that  the  matter  is  referred  to  this  convention  for 
decision.  They  left  the  matter  up  in  the  air.  If  all  the  delegates  are  like  my- 
self they  are  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  this  case  to  decide.  The  explana- 
tion I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Walker  is  satisfactory,  providing  there  is  no  other 
information;  but  we  have  a  right  to  all  the  information  in  this  case  and  every 
other  case  that  is  sent  here  for  decision. 

Delegate  Thurman,  District  C — I  am  glad  we  received  the  information 
from  Brother  Walker.  T  am  satisfied  for  my  part  the  committee  has  offered  the 
right  proposition  for  this  convention  to  adopt.  I  never  did  believe  and  I  never 
wUi  believe  in  sacrificing  the  I'^nited  Mine  Workers  who  have  to  go  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  and  toil  for  a  living  to  satisfy  a  man  who  sits  around  in  an 
office  and  makes  his  wealth  off  our  labor.  T  am  not  willing  to  make  any  man 
pay  what  I  consider  a  fine  or  suff€^  imprisonment  or  forfeit  his  rights.  T  notice 
♦  he  operators  try  all  sorts  of  schemes  to  make  us  live  up  to  any  agreement  wo 
«?nter  into.  I  know  an  instance  we  had  in  District  6  where  a  contract  was  signed 
up  for  70  cents  for  the  entire  twelve  months  and  wc  worked  i)art  of  the  time  for 
ol  cents.    The  operators  did/  "t  pay  any  fine  for  that.    That  was  all  right! 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  Tf  the  operators  all  live 
up  to  their  agreements  and  contracts  T  would  say  for  us  to  live  up  to  the  letter 
of  the  law;  but  wherever  they  fail  to  do  it  I  would  say  we  arc  not  oljlii^ed  to 
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sacnfiro  our  own  moiiibers  to  satisfy  the  operators.  Tliat  is  why  T  lielieve  in 
;i(<'eptin^  the  repori   of  the  coiiiniittoe. 

Delegate  Ijawson,  District  15 — Tf  my  rooollection  is  clear  this  case  was 
))rought  into  this  convention  two  years  ai^o  and  referred  to  the  International 
lilxer^utive  Board.  The  Hoard,  after  a  thorough  hearing  of  the  case,  decided 
that  Brother  R«»dgers  was  *Mititled  to  some  compensation.  They  decided,  as 
has  been  stated  here,  that  the  local  union  and  the  district  should  each  fiay 
t)iat  compensation  f>ro  rata. 

T  l^elievo  (uir  mrmbers  slumld  not  Ik*  kept  waiting  their  entire  life  for 
mon*»y  that  sliould  l»e  paid  them.  If  District  12  telt  they  were  not  getting  a 
sijuare  deal  they  should  have  paid  that  compensation,  then  they  could  have  come 
in  here  and  asked  this  convention  to  re<"omi)ensc  tliem  for  the  money  paid  out. 
T  believe  the  records  will  show  that  Brother  Rcxigers  Avas  not  at  the  mine  at 
the  time  the  case  canu*  u]>.  but  he  did  take  it  upon  himself  the  entire  re8i>onsi- 
bility  to  save  his  h>cal  union.  1  am  sure  if  the  delegates  knew  the  facts  that 
were  presented  to  the  International  Executive  Board  they  would  not  uphold  the 
report  of  the  committee  but  would  say  that  Brother  Kodgers  should  be  paid  hi«* 
money  al  once.  1  believe  he  should  be  paid  the  niouey  that  was  given  him  by 
the  decision  of  the  International  Kxecutive  Board. 

Delegate  Crone.  District  l.'l — .\s  T  understand  the  case,  the  Internationa] 
Kxecutive  Board  made  the  ruling  that  is  appealed  from  V»y  the  officials  of 
District  12.  T  believe  some  members  of  the  Kxe^'utive  Board  are  here  and  they 
sliould  gel  up  and  s]>eak  in  defense  of  their  action.  They  are  sitting  here  in 
silence.  T  wouhl  like  to  liear  from  iiKMubers  of  the  Executive  Board  why  they 
ruled  the  way  they  did. 

President  White — The  reason  the  International  Executive  Board  of  the 
present  .Hlministration  is  not  saying  anything  in  reference  to  the  case  is 
because  it  did  not  happen  under  this  administration. 

Delc'jrate  McDonald  (D.),  District  12 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates: 
T  did  no*  think  this  case  of  E«)rigers  would  occupy  very  much  of  the  time 
of  the  convention.  I  want  to  say  in  reply  to  the  statement  of  Board  Membei 
Lawson.  i'rom  Colorado,  that  if  he  were  as  familiar  with  this  case  as  we  are 
in  Illinois  the  International  Executive  ]ioard  would  never  have  allowed 
the  claim  they  did  allow.  This  is  not  the  only  decision  in  which  IHinois 
ixoi  handed  a  lemon  under  the  previous  international  Executive  Board. 

I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  to  go  into  this  matter  in  detail  Trill 
require  considerable  time.  I  was  in  hopes  that  some  logical  reason  would  be 
assigned  by  some  speaker  why  the  report  of  the  committee  should  not   be 
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sustained.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  failed  to  hear  auy  such  reason  as- 
signed. The  first  connection  I  had  with  this  case,  or  the  first  knowledge 
I  had  of  it,  was  during  an  £'xecutive  Board  meeting,  held  in  this  city  of 
Chicago,  I  believe  two  years  ago  last  spring.  During  the  meeting  Mr. 
Rodgers  called  me  out  and  asked  mc  if  I  was  familiar  with  this  case.  I 
said  I  was  not.  He  said:  *'I  will  tell  you  about  it.  You  know  we  had 
a  shutdown  in  our  place  and  to  save  the  men  from  paying  a  fine  in  accord- 
ance with  the  contract  I  pleaded  guilty  and  was  removed. '^ 

Our  Vice-President,  who  handled  this  case  it  not  here  today.  He  is 
sick  in  bed,  and  has  been  for  four  days.  In  his  absence  I  will  explain  it  as 
thoroughly  as  I  can.  When  the  fines  were  imposed  on  the  men  in  the 
local  union  they  were  given  the  choice  of  paying  them  under  the  contract 
or  letting  the  man  who  assymed  responsibility  for  the  shutdown 
go,  they  decided  on  the  latter  course  by  a  vote  of  the  local  unions  Mr. 
Rodgers  said  when  he  talked  to  me  in  Chicago,  "I  will  show  you  what 
kind  of  business  they  do  down  there.  See  this  suit  of  clothes? ''  I  said, 
''Yes,  it  is  a  pretty  nice  suit."  **Well,  the  superintendent  gave  me  this 
suit."  I  said,  **Is  that  so.  He  must  be  a  pretty  good  fellow!"  Rodgers 
naid,  '  *  Yes,  that  is  the  way  they  do  business  down  there. ' '  I  said,  *  *  You 
are  as  bad  as  he  is  or  a  good  deal  worse!  " 

When  we  got  the  superintendent,  Mr,  Keller,  before  the  meeting,  ho 
admitted  buying  the  clothes.  He  said  Rodgers  had  come  to  him  on  half  a 
dozen  occasions  and  asked  if  he  was  not  going  to  give  him  something  for 
Christmas.  He  told  the  superintendent  he  wanted  a  suit  of  clothes,  and 
finally  to  get  rid  of  him,  Mr.  Keller  told  him  to  go  down  to  the  store  and 
order  a  suit  of  clothes.  He  said  if  there  was  anything  the  company  had  that 
Mr.  Rodgers  hadn't  got  it  wasn't  because  he  hadn't  asked  for  it.  Mr.  Keller 
said  Rodgers  came  into  the  office  one  day,  saw  a  nice  looking  chair  and  said 
that  would  be  nice  for  the  weigh  room.  The  superintendent  said,  "If  you 
f^ant  it  take  it."  Rodgers  said,  ''Oh,  no,  when  you  get  a  chair  at  the  store 
they  deliver  it.     Get  your  wagon  and  deliver  it!" 

Mr.  Keller  said  he  not  only  gave  him  the  suit  of  clothes  but  he  gave 
him  $50  a  short  time  before  to  take  a  trip.  You  can  imagine  what  considern 
tion  a  man  is  going  to  get  before  any  Executive  Board  if  such  statements  as 
that  are  made,  and  I  am  satisfied  at  the  time  the  case  came  up  if  it  had 
come  from  any  other  district  than  Illinois  a  different  ruling  would  hav<' 
been  made.  Mr.  Rodgers  didn't  go  out  there  looking  for  work;  he  stayed 
around  there  fully  confident  for  some  reason  that  he  would  be  paid.    He  told 
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me  on  one  occasion  he  was  not  able  to  work — and  the  reasons  I  don't  care 
to  give  in  this  convention,  and  I  will  not  give  them. 

When  Delegate  Lawson  says  the  proper  thing  for  us  to  have  done  was 
to  pay  the  man  his  $202  and  then  ajjpeal  the  case  to  the  International  Execu- 
tive Board,  I  want  to  say  we  might  have  had  an  awful  time  finding  Bodgers 
or  the  $202.  The  reason  the  local  union  took  no  appeal  was  because  this 
matter  has  been  handled  by  our  state  organization.  If  some  other  fellow 
thinks  he  can  mulct  an  organization  of  four  or  five  hundred  dollars,  be  is 
quite  liable  to  lay  around  for  three  or  four  months.  There  are  some  other 
features  in  connection  with  this  that  out  of  consideration  for  Mr.  Bodgers 
I  have  no  desire  to  mention  at  this  time.  However,  there  is  one  of  tliese 
matters  I  will  mention. 

The  information  came  to  us  that  when  Mr.  Bodgers  went  into  a  certain 
portion  of  Illiuois  a  deficiency  was  found  in  the  funds.  Bodgers  denied  it. 
The  men  from  that  local  said  it  was  true,  over  their  own  signatures,  and  his 
poor  old  father  paid  the  deficiency.  When  a  man  does  things  of  this  kind 
to  mulct  an  organization,  the  International  Executive  Board  is  in  very 
small  business  to  uphold  such  action.  I  said  in  the  beginning  this  was  not 
the  only  lemon  we  got  handed  from  the  International  Executive  Board. 
I  think  some  of  you  will  remember  a  certain  compromise  that  was  tried 
to  be  put  over  on  Illinois.  If  we  have  to  open  up  this  Bodgers  case  we  wili 
go  the  full  limit,  and  I  think  they  will  feel  about  as  cheap  as  Bodgers 
when  they  get  through  with  the  case. 

I  would  be  the  last  man  on  earth  to  try  to  deprive  a  man  of  $202  that 
was  coming  to  him.  We  have  a  few  dollars  in  our  district  treasuryl  We  are 
not  broke!  We  can  afford  to  pay  $202  if  it  is  a  just  claim.  If  it  had  been  a 
just  claim  wfi  w(»uld  have  paid  it.  However,  we  were  broke  after  tho  last 
striko,  w  1)011  we  had  to  fight  the  International  Executive  Board,  the  niifiois 
Operators^  Association,  the  Thiel  Detective  Agency  and  others.  We  were 
$135,000  ill  6oh{  at  tho  end  of  the  strike,  but  we  paid  it,  and  today  we  have 
;i  little  over  half  a  million  dollars  in  our  treasury.  We  are  not  refusing  to  pay 
this  claim  on  account  of  poverty,  but  because  of  the  unfair  and  unjust  methods 
of  a  man  who  is  not  worthy  to  be  a  member  of  the  organization  when  the  faet^ 
arc  known. 

1  actually  had  forgotten  about  the  case — I  thought  the  thing  had  been 
dropped.  We  had  it  in  Illinois  in  lx)ard  meetings,  we  had  it  in  our  convention 
and  we  heard  about  the  action  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  but  to  tell 
the  truth  I  thought  they  were  ashamed  of  their  own  action  and  intended   to 
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<irop  it.  It  is  too  bad  that  the  time  of  this  conventioD  should  be  taken  up 
airing  such  rotten  dealH  as  they  tried  to  hand  us  from  the  previous  Interna- 
lional  Executive  Board  in  this  case. 

Delegate  Hodgins — I  wanted  an  explanation  in  order  that  we  might  find 
out  what  the  International  Executive  Board  members  based  their  decisions 
on  in  the  findings  in  this  case.  I  think  Brother  McDonald  has  explained  it 
thoroughly. 

Secretary  Perry — One  of  the  gentlemen  demanded  that  the  members  of  the 
International  Executive  Board  defend  themselves.  I  agree  with  Brother 
McDonald  that  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case  would  require  at  least  two  days. 
There  is  only  one  issue  involved,  and  that  is  as  to  what  was  intended  when  that 
agreement  was  made.  Brother  Eodgers  contended  that  it  was  made  for  the 
term  for  which  he  was  elected  checkweighman.  The  representatives  of  the 
district  organization  and  the  coal  company  that  made  that  agreement  contended 
it  was  made  for  the  life  of  the  contract,  and  I  believe  it  was. 

Delegate  Hefferly — As  I  think  the  delegates  have  heard  all  they  want  of  this 
ease,  I  move  that  debate  cease.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  tho  committee  was  carried. 

KESOLUTION  NO.  208. 

Carnegie,  Pa.,  December  31,  1911. 
To    the   OflScers    and    Delegates    of    the    Twenty-third    Annual    Convention, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Gentlemen: — We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  524,  located  at  Carnegie, 
Pa.,  District  No.  5  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  earnestly  appeal  to  you  and  through  you, 
the  delegates  assembled  in  national  convention,  which  is  the  highest  author- 
ity of  our  great  and  grand  organization  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  the 
wrong  that  was  done  the  members  of  above  mentioned  local  union  in  the 
month  of  June,  1911,  by  revoking  their  charter  No.  524,  which  has  been 
known  as  one  of  the  first  established  local  unions  in  District  No.  o 
U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

By  and  through  misrepresentation  of  some  of  the  national  and  district 
organizers,  they  have  organized  a  new  local  union  known  as  Local  Union 
797,  located  at  Glendale,  Pa.  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  524,  appeal 
to  you  as  delegates  to  have  this  controversy  given  a  fair  and  impartial  hear- 
ing before  this  convention. 
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Loe^  Union     514. 
Lo<(al  rnioB  dkHS. 
Local  UnioB     260, 
Local  Union     725, 
Local  Union  1M6. 
Local  Union  1S95. 
Local  Union  1015, 
Local  Union  2050, 
Local  Union  2394. 
Local  Union  1355, 
Local  Union  2107, 
I^cal  Union   1447. 
Local  Union     777. 
Hin'HMiirv    hiiiiiioiHl     'lUv  ('(>iiiiiiitt4'<!   iidiicoiH'urH  in  the  resolution  on  the 
uroniitl  I  lull  II.  1m  finl  itiuni'il  l>,v  uiiy  imtmoii  mikI  has  no  seal  attached^    I  move 
,v<Mi  Mud  (lio  ropot'l   ol'  ili(*  (M)niniiH<'o  1u)  adopted.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
hltle^llle  hiuniunil     Tliut  conipletcH  our  work  up  to  this  time. 
l)eh«^itle    rtmler,    hiHlrict   No.  <>     I    move   thnt    we  suspend  the   rules   and 
iid.jouru  unlll  U  oVIock  tonu)rrou  Mu»ruin^. 

The  luoliou   \>nN  Mecoiuled  inid  carried,  and  at   4:11')  p.  m.  the  convention 
\\i\n  iidjourtied,  !o  nvonvene  ul  0  oVIoek  a.  ni.,  Saturday,  January  20. 


FIFTH  DAY    MORNINB  SESSION 

Tho  ouuxeutioti  WW*  culjod  to  order  at  9:00  o'clock  a,  ra.,  January  20, 
hMV\  TieKUleut   White  lu  the  chair, 

\t  the  lo^juest  of  IVesi^leut  White.  1  Violate  Van  Horn,  District  No.  11 
(eoK  the  ehnir, 

r»e»»de«t  While  Mr.  i'^hiurm.-ux;  h\  my  aunual  report  I  stated  that  1 
xx^mld  HmKe  »  ii\n>|xlemei»t?il  vopeu  to  thi>  oon\ention  with  reference  to  our 
\\<*^^  \euna.  JN  ;n>xl  !^ic  p'-au^  \\.^  i;a»-  i«  u'.iud  t\»r  Tie  future  of  our  or^ani- 
•ali^^M^  aud  ^H  vvi>ie)  x4f  this  iu%\e  li>  t!\  lo  dis|vl  the  imaginary  rumors  and 
iiM1^wu^wi>  c\^ut.H\v,^\\  \^*  s.\M«e  ^^t  the  \^r^v'«^>  of  t\n*  city  snd  particularly  an 
j*\n»'\e  >\\  t^i^  h\^ixAW,'^|vh>  Sutt  of  \e>:»i\:ay  afTeir.oon  I  want  to  state  that 
v,v,»,-  *,o.V  i*;o  <v.;.'^M,stv  .Uv^^s  Mv*\  v  »,no»;,  xor.'vrs.iii  Ohio.  Western  Penn- 
x\N  V  N  ,0  UoxV  Ai^;  VM:v't;o,.>  xv.>:  ;•.*:>  /:  >.  vV,*v*  ard  Illinois,  has 
■  :  \  Xv.    ,>    iN-    .^•    A^  *.v<  ■.:•     .  .^  .-M      '- «'   v.xv.*    .•  -*V>,r.of.     Sir^ce  that  time 
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the  entire  interstate  movement  has  been  dissolved.  Realizing  the  great 
^ood  that  had  been  accomplished  by  this  method  of  settlement,  and  fully 
estimating  all  of  the  chances  and  all  of  the  troubles  that  I  would  have  to 
contend  with  to  try  to  rehabilitate  that  movement,  in  order  that  some  form 
of  conference  could  be  brought  about,  in  order  that  wage  scales  might 
be  predicated  to  cover  the  future  periods  that  might  be  agreed  upon,  early 
last  fall  I  resolved  to  try  and  bring  about  this  much  desired  end. 

I  want  to  say  that  1  have  had  the  co-operation  and  kind  assistance 
of  all  district  officers  and  we  have  held  meetings  pursuant  to  the  first  invi- 
tation sent  out  by  the  International  President  to  request  the  operators' 
Hssociation?  in  the  several  districts  to  attend  that  meeting.  As  you  will 
recall,  and  as  stated  in  my  annual  report,  the  operators  in  Ohio  and  Western 
Pennsylvania  refused  to  attend  our  informal  meeting  at  Chicago.  The  operti- 
tors  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  did  attend  that  meeting,  and  it  was  the  expressed 
wish  of  that  meeting  that  efforts  be  made  to  try  and  induce  these  operators 
io  join  with  Illinois  and  Indiana  in  an  effort  to  rehabilitate  the  old  inter- 
state movement.  As  a  result  of  this  disposition  on  the  part  of  those 
assembled  at  Chicago,  a  joint  sub-committee  was  selected,  for  the  purpose 
of  waiting  upon  the  operators  of  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania  with  that 
end  in  view.  We  sent  along  an  invitation  requesting  them  to  name  a  time 
and  place  where  we  might  have  an  audience  with  them.  We  did  not  receive 
that  audience. 

However,  the  operators  of  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania  held  a  meet 
ing  which  some  of  the  district  presidents,  or  the  presidents  of  those  two 
respective  districts  did  attend,  and  from  that  meeting  we  received  a  notice 
that  they  were  not  willing  to  accept  a  suggestion  contained  in  our  letter, 
but  that  they  were  willing  to  attend  a  conference  including  Indiana,  and 
that  informal  meeting  decide  whether  or  not  the  state  of  Illinois  might  later 
on  be  admitted  to  the  conference.  Our  sub-committee  met  and  canvassed 
the  situation.  We  reconvened  the  joint  meeting  thtit  empowered  us  to  act 
here  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis  on  Monday,  January  8,  canvassed  the  situa- 
tion and  resolved  that  we  would  extend  an  invitation  to  the  mine  operators 
of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  to 
meet  in  this  city  next  Thursday.  .lanuary  25,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
formulating  a  contract  for  the  central  competitive  field,  and  in  line  with 
that  I  am  able  to  announce  replies  from  these  associations  this  morning  as 
follows: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


322 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  January  18,  1912. 
Mr.  J  no.  P.  White,  Prcs^ident  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir — At  a  joint  conference  of  the  operators  of  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia, Ohio  and  Indiana,  convened  in  Pittsburgh  today  to  consider  the  invita- 
tion for  a  joint  conference  on  January  25,  1912,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  as 
per  your  letter  of  January  9,  1912,  the  following  action  was  taken: 

Resolved,  That  we  accept  Mr.  White's  invitation  and  we  will  be  at  In- 
dianapolis on  the  25th  of  January,  1912,  to  negotiate  a  wage  scale;  with  the 
understanding  that  the  conference  be  restricted  to  a  delegation  composed  of 
eight  operators  and  eight  miners  fvi>ni  each  state  represented. 

HUGH  SJIIRKIE,  Chairman. 
Attest: 

SAMUKL  A.  TAYLOR,  Secretary. 

In  addition  to  this  I  have  also  an  official  communication  from  the  President 
of  the  Illinois  Con]  Operators'  Association,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Chicago,  111.,  January  16,  1912. 
Mr.  John  P.  White,  President  Ignited  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Indianapolis. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  addressed  to  the  operators 
and  miners  of  Ohio,  Western  Pennsyhania,  Indiana  and  West  Virginia,  "and  beg 
to  advise  that  this  association  will  he  represented  at  the  conference  in  Indian- 
apolis the  25th  inst.  by  its  Kxecntive  Board. 

Yours   truly, 

H.  N.  TAYLOR,  President. 

I  will  say  that  in  addition  to  the  letters  just  read  we  also  have  the  state- 
ments and  assurances  from  the  Operators'  Associations  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth 
Districts  in  Illinois.  Hence,  all  of  the  com[)onent  parts  of  the  old  and  original 
interstate  joint  movement  are  hereby  ajraiu  willing  to  assemble  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  a  wage  scale. 

I  also  stated  in  my  annual  rejjort  that  I  would  bring  to  your  attention  the 
demands  of  the  anthracite  mine  Avorkers  in  due  time.  I  wish  to  read  these  de- 
mands. All  this  information  is  particularly  given  at  this  time,  including  the 
official  notice  to  this  oi>erators'  association,  for  the  benefit  of  our  Scale  Com- 
mittee, and  in  order  that  each  and  every  delegate  to  this  convention  may  have 
every  inside  information  that  the  President  of  this  organization  has: 

Pottsville,  Pa.,  November  3,  1911. 
To  the  Tri-Con  vent  ion  Now  Assembled: 

We,  your  comndttee,  having  carefully  considered  the  ilemands  submitted  by 
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the  respective  districts  named,  respectfully  recommend  the  following  as  tlie 
l»nsis  of  our  demands  for  the  n(?xt  scale  period: 

First.  We  demand  that  the  next  contra<*t  he  for  a  period  of  one  year,- com- 
mencing April  1,  1911',  and  ending  March  31,  1913. 

Second.  We  demand  a  work  day  of  not  more  than  eight  hours  for  all  in- 
side and  (jutsifle  day  lahor,  with  no  reduction  in  wages. 

Third.  We  demand  recognition  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Districts 
Nos.  1,  7  and  9,  as  a  j>arty  to  negotiate  a  wage  contract,  and  the  right  to  ]>ro- 
vide  a  methori  for  the  coHection  of  revenue  for  the  organization. 

Kourtii.  We  demand  a  more  convenient  and  uniform  systeuj  Of  adjusting 
I<»eal  grievnnces  within  a  reasonahle  time  limit. 

Fifth.  We  demand  an  advance  of  20  j»er  cent,  on  the  rates  of  wages  for 
nil  emph)yes  over  an<l  ahove  the  rates  awankMl  in   1903. 

Sixth.  We  'lemand  a  minimum  rate  of  $3.50  per  day  for  miners  and  $2.7.') 
ii»r  Jal)orers  for  consideration  work. 

Seventh.  We  demnnd  that  the  system  wherehy  a  contract  miner  has  more 
than  one  working  phice  or  em|>h\vs  more  tlian  two  hihorers  shall  l»e  aholished. 

Fight  ii.  We  demand  that  the  rights  of  the  check-weighman  and  check 
•  locking  bosses  shall  he  recognized,  and  that  they  sliall  not  he  interfered  with 
ill  the  proper  performance  of  their  work. 

Ninth.  We  demand  that  all  coal  shall  he  mined  and  j»aid  for  by  the  ton 
of  2,240  pounds,  wherever  i>racticahle. 

TrMith.  Your  committee  Avould  reconnnend  that  a  Joint  Scale  Committee 
romposed  of  the  Executive  Boards  of  three  anthracite  districts,  together 
with  the  National  President,  he  api»oinl.e<l  by  this  convention,  and  clothed  witli 
discretionary  power  to  negotiate  an  agreement  on  the  basis  agreed  to  by  this 
eonvention,  and  in  the  event  of  their  being  unable  to  <lo  so,  they  shall  be  eni- 
jiowered  to  order  a  sus]>ension  of  work  in  a<*cordance  with  the  laws  of  the  or 
ganizaticm. 

C«iL'ned)     JOHN   T.   DEMPSEY,  JAS.  P.  QUINN, 

THOMAS  KENNEDY,  ('.  W.  SIEMO.NS, 

JOHN  FAHY,  EDWARD   J.   On)()NNKL 

EFGENE   VALENTINE,  WM.  NAN(  ARROW, 

DAVID  EOWLER,  RALPH    SIMMONS, 

JOHN  C'ULBERT,  JOE  MORRIS, 

MATWAY  OLESNEWrrz,  JOS.  McATEE, 

M.  Pro.-ll. 
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WILLIAM  TONER,  BENJAMIN  MOYER, 

ANTHONY  SWOVICK,  JOHN  P.  WHITE, 

FRANK    J.   HAYES,  EDWIN  PERRY, 

Committee. 
Now,  in  acooniaiK-e  with  their  demands,  and  after  a  (conference  with  Presi-  " 
dent  Fahy,  of  District  No.  9,  Pre<*ident  Kennedy,  of  District  No.  7,  and  Presi- 
dent Dempsey,  of  District  No.  1,  held  in  Cliicago,  on  December  14,  by  their 
request,  I  opened  np  negotiations  witli  the  anthracite  operators  with  the  end  in 
view  of  presenting  tlicir  demands  for  consideration,  and  we  now  have  their  com- 
iminicMtions.     The  following  is  the  letter  to  the  anthracite  operators: 

January  6,  1912. 
Mr.   Geo.   F.   Baer,   President,   Philadelphia   &   Reading   Coal   &   Iron   Co., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir: — Pursuant  to  the  action  of  the  anthracite  mine  workers  in 
convention  assembled  at  Pottsville,  November  3,  their  representatives  were 
instructed  to  try  and  arrange  a  conference  with  the  operators  of  the  an- 
thracite coal  fields,  at  which  time  they  might  present  their  demands  for  the 
consideration  of  the  operators.  With  this  object  in  view  I  write  to  ascertain 
if  you  would  be  willing  to  att'end  such  a  meeting  and  whent  It  would  be 
convenient  to  us  to  hold  it  about  the  middle  of  February  at  such  place  as 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  operators. 

Awaiting  an  early  reply,  I  remain,  in  behalf  of  the  anthracite  mine 
workers,  Yours  very  truly, 

'    JOHN  P.  WHITE. 
New  York,  January  9,  1912. 
John  P.  White,  F]sq.,  1111  State  Life  Building,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

My  Dear  Sir: — We  can  meet  representatives  of  the  anthracite  mine 
tvorkers  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  of  February,  at  2:00  p.  m.,  at  the  office  of  fhe 
Central  Railroad  Company  of  New  Jersey,  143  Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

Yours  truly, 
GEO.  F.  BAER,  President  P.  &  B.  Coal  Co. 
January  11,  1912. 
Mr.    Geo.    F.   Baer,   President    Philadelphia    &    Reading   Coal    ft    Iron    Co., 
Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Dear  Sir: — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  9th  inst., 
in  which  you  fix  the  date  of  the  proposed  meeting  on  Tuesday,  February  *27, 
at  2  p.  m.,  at  the  office  of  the  Central  Railroad  Company  of  New  Jersey. 
143  Liberty  St.,  New  York. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


325 

Xn  reply  I  desire  to  say  that  I  shall  be  governed  accordingly,  and  will 
o^^k^  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  on  hand  at  the  appointed  lioar. 

Yours  very  truly, 

JOHN  P.  WHITE,  President. 
"Xlius  we  have  arranged  to  have  our  conference  at  that  time.  *  That  is 
atfcora^-t  all  the  information  pertaining  to  the  wage  conference.     The  object 
o^    Sri^ing  this  information  is  as  per  my  promise  in  my  annual  report.     At 
t^^   'fexme  of  compiling  it  this  information  was  not  at  hand,  and  the  probabil- 
ity o:^  bringing  about  those  forces  necessary  to  consider  the  wage  agreements 
"^'^^o   indeed  remote,  but  in  spite  of  the  unfavorable  time  and  the  many  ele- 
ti^^'i^s  working  against  the  reuniting  of  this  proposition,  we  have  finally 
brought  about  this  much  desired  end.    T  feel  now,  after  submitting  all  of  this  to 
yo\i,  that,  as  your  President,  I  have  done  my  duty  toward  shaping  the  course 
^^  your  organization,  with  a  view  to  safeguarding  the  rights  and  welfare 
of  OUT  people. 

Probably  our  convention,  owiug  to  the  action  taken  here  the  other  day  with 

reference  to  inviting  former  President  Mitchell,  former  Secretary  Wilson  and 

others  to  address  the  convention,  and  the  fact  that  the  Scale  Committee  may  not 

have  its  work  advanced  sufficiently  to  meet  the  operators  on  the  date  set  by 

my  original  invitation,  will  have  to  postiK)ne  that  meeting.     If  wo  find  our  work 

is    not  far   enough  advanced  the   meeting   can   be   postponed   to  a  later   date 

that  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  and  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

President  White  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 
Auditor  Neutzling,  for  the  committee,  roportiMl  :ih  follows: 

DISTRICT   NO.   6. 

Xu.        Location.  Xanie'and  Address  of  Delcjrjito  Votes 

J247      Wolf  Run  D.  C.  Jones  2 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 

Xo-        L#ocation.                                          Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

1563      Mahanoy  City  Martin  Nach,  Glen  Carbon,  Pa.  1 

1629      Park  Place   G.  Herie,  Park  Place.  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  25. 

Xo-         Location.  Name  and  Address  of  Delcjrate  Votes 

956      Ardmore   F.  W.  Fnrloy,  Koota,  Mo.  2 
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Delegate  Cameron,  District  13 — I  ino\e  that  the  report  of  the  committ-- 
be  concurred  in  and  the  delegates  seated.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Irwin — I  want  to  ask  from  the  committee  if  this  is  their  final  t^^' 
port,  Vrhat  is  going  to  bo  done  with  the  delegates  here,  whose  locals  are  mark^^*^ 
*Hax  duel'' 

Secretary  Perry — As  soon  as  they  pay  their  tax  they  will  be  entitled  "^^^^ 
seats. 

Auditor  Moshoj) — 1  wish  to  announce  to  the  delegate  that  his  local  h*-*^ 
been  marked  *Max  due'*  in  our  report,  but  the  tax  has  been  paid  and  he  is  e:^crj- 
t  it  led  to  a  seat  in  this  convention. 

Delegate  Edmunds,  District  No.  13. — Local  2511  is  marked  **tax  due.'*  bm-^** 
the  local  has  made  arrangements  with  the  ( ^onimittce  and  they  are  entitleil  to  fi^^^^ 
votes. 

Auditor  Mosso() — A  number  of  locals  owed  tax.     A  number  of  delegat^^^' 
to  this  convention  have  visited  our  oflSce  and  paid  the  tax.     We  informed  eacr  -^^ 


one  who  paid  tlie  tax  that  we  would  give  his  local  the  votes.  I  don't  know  wh^ 
the  delegates  should  ask  these  questions  after  we  gave  the  information  at  ou  '^^ 
office.  Local  No.  1748  was  reported  *'tax  due'*  ou  the  first  report.  After  at^^^^^ 
investigation  we  found  the  tax  had  been  paid  and  that  it  had  been  canse^^^^ 
througli  an  error  in  the  office. 

Delegate  Skelton.  District  No.  12. — Some  locals  have  not  paid  all  the  as- 
sessment in  our  field  in  Northern  Illinois.  What  is  going  to  be  done  with  their 
delegates? 

Delegate  Hind,  District  11 — Our  remittance  started  out  yesterday -morning 
but  it  has  not  reached  here  yet.  Will  I  be  allowed  a  vote  when  the  remittance 
gets  here? 

Auditor  Mossop — The  decision  of  the  conmiittee  is  to  the  eflPect  that  any 
delegate  who  will  pay  his  tax  at  any  time  before?  this  report  goes  to  the 
printer  will  be  given  l»is  vote  in  this  convention;  but  T  want  to  say  that  we 
ejjpect  to  turn  our  report  over  to  the  ])rinter  as  soon  as  it  is  adopted  here, 
because  then  our  rei>ort  will  be  com]>lete. 

Delegate  Simmers,  District  6 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  don^t  know  whether  our 
local  is  marked  **tax  due''  or  not.  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  I  am 
entitled  to  vote. 

President  White — You  will  have  to  find  out  from  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wilson  (J) — Has  the  report  of  the  committee  been  accepted f 

President  Whit'? — No;  the  report  is  under  consideration. 

Auditor    Mossop,    in    answer    to    Delegate    Skelton,    said:      In    regard    to 
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>ux-  position  in  the  matter  of  aHsessment,  1  want  to  say  that  our  last 
fntemational  convention  did  not  take  into  eonsideratiou  any  delegate 
^^  any  local  union  that  owed  assessment,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Executive 
^^ard  had  extended  the  time  for  the  payment  of  assessment.  During  the  last 
year,  in  looking  over  the  reports  that  have  come  in  from  time  to  time,  and  con- 
sidering the  poor  work  there  has  been  in  some  sections  of  our  country  and  the 
inability  of  local  unions  to  keep  up  their  assessment,  the  Secretary's  office  has 
not  placed  anybody  on  the  delinquent  list  because  they  owed  assessment.  The 
T^ellers  have  counted  all  the  votes  from  the  locals,  regardless  of  whether  they 
owed  assessment  or  not.  We,  as  a  Credentials  Committee,  taking  all  these  facts 
into  consideration,  did  not  believe  that  under  the  circumstances  it  would  be  ex- 
pected of  us  that  we  would  unseat  any  delegate  because  he  owed  assessment, 
l^oerefore  we  have  not  taken  that  question  under  consideration. 

We    expected   and    believed    under    these    circumstances,    after    the    past 

^^ecutive   Board   extended   the   time,    that   this   convention   would   before   it 

adjourned  take  up  the  question  of  assessment  and  fix  a  definite  time  when  those 

't>ca.l  unions  would  be  dealt  with,  not  only  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cre- 

'l^iitials,  but  if  they  were  to  be  held '  responsible  for  the  assessment  that  they 

^^'^ul^  be  put  on  the  delinquent  list.     We  took  this  stand  because  we  did  not 

>^^nt  to  place  ourselves  in  the  position  enforcing  this  section  of  the  constitution 

^*^xle  other  sections  were  not  enforced.     If  this  section  must  Imj  enforced  in  its 

entirety  and  every  local  union  must  be  held  responsible  because  it  owes  some 

s^*^88ment,  regardless  of  the  poor  work  the  locals  throughoufr  the  country  have 

ha^ — and  there  are  locals  throughout  the  country  where  the  men  have  hardly 

^n  able  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door,  yet  they  paid  part  of  their  assessment 

^i^  the  entire  constitution  must  be  carried  out  those  locals  would  be  deprived 

of  their  votes.     At  some  locals  the  men  did  not  make  as  much  as  was  being 

paid  the  men  on  strike.     We  did  not  want  to  take  advantage  of  those  men  who 

were  making  an  effort  to  pay  the  assossniont  when  other  divisions  of  tho 

oiganization  were  not  doing  that. 

Delegate  Skelton,  District  12 — A  year  ago  Local  01 S  did  not  send  a  delegate 
here.  We  sent  our  credentials  with  Local  649.  The  delegate  from  Local  649 
Tvas  not  allowed  a  seat  in  the  convention  on  his  own  credentials,  but  he  was 
«eated  on  the  credentials  of  Local  618  because  we  had  paid  taxes  and  assess- 
ments. During  the  year  we  worked  less  than  throe  days  a  week  in  our  mine, 
yet  we  paid  all  our  dues  and  assessments. 

We  have  had  men  come  to  our  union  and  the  first  "holler''  they  would 
raii^  would  be  on  account  of  the  amount  of  dues  and  assossnionts  we  collected 
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compared  with  the  amount  collected  by  the  rest  of  the  miues  around  there.  ^ 

know  there  are  locals  right  near  our  mine  that  brag  they  have  fifteen  hundr-^?<i 
dollars  in  their  ireasury  and  they  have  not  j>aid  n  cent  of  assessment.  I  doc^  '* 
think  it  is  fair  to  collect  from  one  local  union  and  not  from  another.  (^  ■**^ 
treasury  is  depleted,  and  if  the  rest  of  the  locals  are  not  goin^  to  pay  th^^i^ 
assessment  we  ought  to  have  some  of  what  we  paid  returned  to  us. 

Auditor  Mossop — If  the  local  you  speak  of  was  deprived  of  a  seat  in  t   ^*^ 
last  convention  it  was  not  because  they  owed  assessment. 

President  White — The  chairman  of  the  committee  states  they  are  i»  ^'^ 
dealing  with  that  matter  now;  but  suggests  that  this  convention  before  co "«=**' 
pleting  its  work  adopt  a  specific  rule  to  govern  the  local  unions  that  ha  "^^ 
not  paid  their  assessment;  but  for  the  immediate  present  and  at  this  cc*-**' 
vention  that  the  delegates  be  seated  in  harmony  with  their  report. 
The  motion  fo  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 
Auditor  Neutzling,  for  the  committee,  continued  the  report  as  follows: 

Indianapolils,  Ind.,  January  20,  1912. 
Michael  Eichles  of  Local  Union  No.  456,  District  No.  5,  whose  seat  w  ^^ 
protested,  appeared  before  the  committee  and  furnished  evidence  satisfy 
tory  to  the  committee  that  he  is  the  regularly  elected  delegate,  and  we  reco*^^^^ 
mend  that  he  Ik?  seated  to  i-eprosent  said  local  union  with  one  vote. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT   NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
Delegate  Grills,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report^^ 
of  the  committee.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Indianapolis,  End.,  January  20,  1912. 
Samuel  Collier  from  Local  Union  No.  1273,  District  No.  12,  whose  seat 
was  protested  did  not  appear  before  the  committee.  Barney  Monroe  appeared 
and  presented  proof  that  he  is  the  regular  elected  delegate  to  represent  the 
said  local  union,  therefore,  we  recommend  that  Barney  Monroe  be  seated 
to  represent  this  local  union  with  one  vote. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT   NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
Delegate  Ballatyne,  District   No.   13 — I  move  that  the  report   of  the 
committee  be  adopted.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  20,  1912. 
M^m.  Mates  from  Local  Union  No.  349,  District  No.  1,  whose  seat  was 
roteated  and  Wm.  Nancarrow,  the  protestant,  appeared  before  the  commit- 
^®-        The  protest  was  withdrawn  and  we  recommend  that  Wm.  Mates  be 
^^t©^  to  represent  said  local  union  with  one  vote. 

JOHN  J.  M0S80P, 
ALBERT   NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  20,  1912. 
<*alvin  Stewart,  from  Local  l^nion  No.  2879,  District  No.  6,  whose  seat  was 
•rotested  and  the  protestant,  Chas.  Norman,  from  the  same  local  union,  ap- 
'^5«.i"ed  before  the  committee.  After  hearing  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  we  rec- 
"^ruend  that  Calvin  Stewart  be  seated  to  represent  said  local  union  with  thre« 
otes. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT    NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  con- 
••"^i-ea  in. 

l^elegate  Norman,  District  6 — I  would  like  to  make  a  statement  to  the  con- 
vet\tioti  in  regard  to  the  protest.     The  reason  I  protested  Calvin  Stewart's  seat 
^■'^s  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  our  organization.     I  gave  the 
«'0^mittee  the. report  of  the  election  at  our  local  union.     In  the  first  place  we 
A^^  not  hold  the  election  according  to  the  constitution,  on  account  of  dissatis- 
faction with  the  rising  vote.     Then  the  local  union  agreed  to  elect  their  dele- 
jzates  by  ballot,  and  the  delegate  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  by 
''allot  was  to  be  declared  elected.     After  the  nomination  had  been  made,  Cal 
vin  Stewart 's  name  was  mentioned.     Then  the  local  officers  when  the  demand 
WAS  made  for  authority  to  get  the  tickets  printed  told  these  men  not  to  put 
Oalvin  Stewart's  name  up  for  representative  of  Local  Union  No.  2879.     In 
the  election  Mr.  Stewart  beat  me  three  votes.     He  was  not  a  member  of  our 
organization  at  that  time.     I  produced  the  evidence  to  the  committee  that  he 
had  paid  ten  dollars  to  our  local  union  secretary  after  the  election  in  order 
io  become  a  member  of  our  organization. 

Mr.  Calvin  Stewart  pleaded  guilty  on  the  14th  day  of  last  month  to  selling 
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intoxicatiog  liquors  in  Giicrnsev  <ounty.  (.'anibridgo,  Oliio.  The  reason  why  1 
am  protestiug  tlie  gontlonian  's  scat  is  tliat  last  June  wo  had  a  strike  at  our  plaee 
ou  account  of  some  occurrence  there,  and  1  hold  him  responsible  for  taking  the 
company's  side,  going  through  our  local  union,  circulating  that  our  sub-district 
officers  had  inaugurated  an  illegal  strike  and  the  coal  company  tried  to  enforce 
the  International  constitution.  Article  XII,  Section  1.  That  is  the  reafios 
why  I  protested  his  seat.  I  do  not  believe  this  convention,  if  they  understood 
the  matter  as  I  understand  it  would  say  that  ('alvin  Stewart  should  repn^sent 
Local  Union  2879. 

After  the  strike  there  was  a  faction.  A.  (\  Smith,  who  used  to  1h» 
International  Statistician  of  the  I'nited  Mine  Workers,  is  the  commissioner 
there  for  the  operators,  and  he  circulated  the  statement  that  we  had  an  illegal 
strike.  After  that  Mr.  Calvin  Stewart  was  elected  president  of  the  local  union 
and  he  took  the  responsibility,  in  order  to  clear  the  skirts  of  those  coal  operator^ 
to  discharge  as  good  union  men  as  ever  walked,  without  a  meeting,  hearinig 
or  anything  else.  That  is  why  I  protested  his  seat.  I  don't  believe  he  ^ 
a  member  of  our  ogranization. 

This  matter  came  u[)  in  our  state  convention.     The  committee  stated  tb-^^ 
our  local  union  was  in  arrears  for  tax.     '^riiat  was  an  error.     The  money  was    ^^ 
the  local  union.  The  money  and  the  credentials  were  held  up  after  the  local  ga "  ■  "^ 
me  a  protest  to  go  to  Columbus  and  i^rotest  the  seat  of  Mr.  Calvin  Stewar"*^'^' 
The  committee  reported  that  we  were  two  mraiths  in  arrears  for  taxes.     The  tx^^ 
dentials  committee  of  our  district  told  nie  to  go  home  and  get  the  receipts  an    "^^ 
if  we  had  not  paid  the  money  to  get  it  and  bring  it  to  the  convention.     While  -^' 
was  going  home  the  officers  of  our  local  union  were  called  up,  sent  the  raone^ 
and  they  were  tohl  that  (,'alvin  Stewart  was  seated  in  our  district  convention. 

Delegate  Mossoj) — I  do  not  desire  to  go  into  the  details  of  this  case,  but 
will  make  a  brief  statement  of  the  standing  of  the  delegate  and  the  protestant. 
You  understand  this  case  was  up  at  the  state  convention  and  both  delegates 
were  sent  back  on  account  of  tax  <lue.  Vour  cnnunittee  received  a  credential 
made  out  for  C.tlvin  Stewart  from  this  local,  dated  January  12.  Both  creden- 
tials came  to  Mr.  Perry  with  a  letter  stating  *'  We  send  both  credentials  to  you. 
and  Mr.  Stewart  will  call.  Please  give  him  one  of  them.'*  These  credentials 
were  signed  by  the  regular  officers  of  the  union.  They  have  got  the  seal  of  the 
local  union  on  them,  and  your  committee  has  not  up  to  this  time  received  any 
notification  that  Mr.  Norman  was  e\er  ele<te<l  as  a  delegate.  The  status  of  the 
case  is  this — and  Mr.  Norman  knows  it — that  if  Calvin  Stewart  is  unseated  in 
this  conventi»m  then  Mr.  Norman  <'annot  take  his  place,  because  he  never  was 
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lected  as  a  delegate.  The  contest  for  delegate  by  ballot  Avas  agreed  on  by  the 
i>cal  union  before  it  was  cast.  It  was  agreed  that  the  delegate  getting  the 
argest  number  of  votes  would  be  the  delegate  to  this  convention.  Calvin 
Hewart  received  57;  Mr.  Norman  received  54. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  6 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  ask  the  Creden- 
;ials  (-onimittee  a  question.  I  want  to  ask  if  it  is  true  that  conclusive  evidence 
Aas  submitted  to  the  committee  showing  that  ('alvin  Stewart  was  not  a  member 
of  the  organization  when  he  was  elected,  but  that  after  he  was  elected  he  paid 
^is  regular  initiation  fee  of  ten  dollars? 

Delegate  Mossop — In  reply  to  that,  the  information  that  the  Credentials 
Committee  had  is  that  Calvin  Stewart  was  a  member  of  the  organization.  A 
question  as  to  this  arose  and  some  one  said  he  was  not,  and  he  deposited  ten 
'dollars  there  until  the  local  would  settle  that  case,  as  .a  guarantee  of  his  member- 
ship in  the  dispute. 

Delegate  Green — Wa»  tlmt  before  or  after  he  was  elected? 

Delegate  Mossop — The  information  is  that  it  was  before  he  was  elected. 

Delegate  Hall,  District  6 — I  arise  at  this  time  to  support  the  recommenda- 
♦^^s  of  the  committee.  I  am  somewhat  acquainted  with  this  case  and  with  the 
'^siira  of  this  local  union  in  the  last  year  or  two,  being  located  close  to  it.  I 
*^e  attended  its  meetings  a  number  of  times.  There  has  been  a  fight  in  that 
**^^1  union,  the  same  as  there  has  been  in  many  other  local  unions  in  the 
***trict  and  International  organization,  in  the  last  few  years.  The  objection 
*  I'aised  that  Calvin  Stewart  was  not  a  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers' 
"^^^nization  when  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  this  convention.  I  have  seen  no 
^^'^dence  yet  to  convince  me  that  he  was  not,  and  tliere  was  no  evidence  presented 
^^  our  district  convention  to  that  effect. 

The  charge  was  preferred  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  organization 
*iu  the  Credentials  Committee  of  our  district  convention  was  authorized  by 
a  motion  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  to  take  up  the  question  with  the  sec- 
i'etary  of  the  local  union  and  report  back  to  the  convention  their  finding, 
which  they  did.  Two  of  the  members  of  the  Credentials  Committee  reported 
to  me  and  a  number  of  others  that  the  secretary  of  that  local  union  had  told 
hem  over  the  'phone  that  the  man  Stewart  deposited  the  ten  dollars  that 
ras  in  dispute  December  20th  or  2l8t,  and  the  election  by  ballot  was  held 
n  the  27th.  There  has  not  been  any  charge  preferred  ])y  the  members  of 
he  local  union  against  Brother  Stewart,  and  according  to  my  interpretation 
f  the  constitution,  I  contend  that  a  man  still  retains  his  membership  until 
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such  time  as  charges  are  preferred  against  him  and  he  is  expellcdT  by  the 
local  union,  and  not  bj'  the  coal  company. 

Delegate  Branigan,  DiHtrict  6 — 1  want  to  ask  Delegate  Norman  a  ques 
tion.  The  reason  I  ask  this  <|ue3ti()n  is  that  Delegate  Norman  made  the  state- 
ment that  the  man  who  mmle  the  motion  to  adopt  the  committee's  report  did  not 
know  what  he  was  doing.  1  ask  Delegate  Norman,  who  was  elected  a  delegate 
from  that  union?      Who  got  the  most  votes,  you  or  Mr.  Stewart? 

Delegate  Norman — I  received  23,  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  of  our 
local  union. 

Delegate  Branigan — Hoav  many  elections  did  yon  have  f 

Delegate  Norman — We  had  one. 

Delegate  Branigan — One  election  ? 

Delegate  Norman — Yes. 

Delegate  Branigan — Did  Mr.  Stewart  receive  a  majority  of  the  votiL  = 
when  he  received  the  most  votes  at  the  election? 

Delegate  Norman — There  was  no  majority  cast ;  but  T  claim  that  I  receive-  "* 
the  majority  vote  over  any  member  of  the  local  union,  ('alvin  Stewart's  voc-  -^ 
was  57;  mine  was  54. 

Delegate  Branigan — Brother  delegates  and  fellow  mine  workers:     I  bav 
heard  this  thing  before.     In  the  district  convention  the  same  thing  was  brough' 
up.     The  delegat-c  received  54;  Brother  Stewart  received  57.     It  looks  like  ^^" 
factional  fight  in  the  local  union   for  the  brother   to  come  here  and  contest   " 
the  seat.     If  he  unseats  this  brother,  he  has  no  credentials  to  seat  himself.     How 
is  he  going  to  be  seated?     As  I  understand  it  the  Credentials  Committee  has  got 
no  communication  from  the  loc^l  union  to  seat  him  in  this  convention,  and  if 
this  brother  here  did  get  the  plurality,  T  think  he  should  be  seated.     I  do  not 
think  they  are  using  good  judgment  in  it  when  that  brother  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  even  if  he  could  unseat  Brother  Stewart. 

Mr.  Calvin  Stewart — I  would  like  to  call  on  Delegate  Sumpter,  who  was 
at  the  local  union  at  the  regular  meeting  when  there  was  a  division  vote. 

President  White — The  protestaut  here.  ^Ir.  Norman,  states  that  Brother 
Stewart  did  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes,  57,  and  he  received  54.  He  is 
not  contesting  that  phase  of  the  question,  but  basing  the  protest  on  the  fact  that 
this  man  is  not  a  member  of  the  local  union.  That  is  the  way  the  contest  is, 
as  I  understand  it. 

Delegate  Grills — I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Stewnrt  a  question.  Were  you  a  har- 
tender? 

Mr.  Stewart — No,  sir. 
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Delegate  Grills — You  were  not? 
Mr.  Stewart — No. 

Delegate  Savage,  Diatriet  (5 — I  want  to  agree  with  Sub-District  President 

Hall,  that  this  man  was  never  expelled  from  our  organization.     This  subject 

^as  debated   before   our   district   convention   and    our   Credential   Committee 

^fought  in  a  report  that  neither  be  seated.     Brother  Norman  came  in  and 

'Staled  that  on  account  of  Brother  Stewart 's  having  pleaded  guilty  to  bootlegging 

'^f  selling  whiskj-^,  that  he  was  not  eligible  for  a  member  of  our  union ;  but  there 

**'^re  no  chaiges  whatever  placed  against  Brother  Stewart  in  the.  local  union 

'>f  which  he  Is  a  member.     As  I  understand  it,  if  our  constitution  was  lived 

^'P  to  he  may  not  be  a  member  today,  but  the  constitution  does  not  prevent  him 

^''oin   becoming  a  member  tomorrow;  and  to  cover  this  proposition  and  to  make 

"'•**  r>osition  sure,  he  went  to  the  local  union,  as  I  understand  it,  and  deposited 

^^    clollars,  so  if  his  card  was  taken  away  from  him  on  account  of  having  sold 

*<d|Uoi-^  this  ten  dollars  would  pay  for  his  becoming  a  member  again.     This  ten 

■^'^^8  is  held  by  that  local  union  now. 

I  contend  that  even  if  Brother  Stewart  was  not  a  member  yesterday,  on 

acco\^-nt  of  his  having  sold  liquor,  that  today,  if  he  pays  his  initiation  fee,  he  is 

^^^in   a  member  of  this  union.     T  do  not  understand  our  constitution  to  mean 

'^^      if  ri  mjin  sells  liijuor  he  is   forever  expelled   from  this  union.     Brother 

*    ^^'art,  as  already'  stated,  received  a  plurality  of  the  votes  cast  in  that  local 

^^ti  for  a  delegate  to  this  convention,  and  the  only  reason,  as  I  imderstand>it, 

^"y  he  was  not  seated  in  our  district  convention  was  that  when  the  Credentials 

vomijiittee  went  over  onr  hooks  they  found  this  local  union  was  in  arrears  for 

taxes  and  assessments.     When  they  were  notified  of  that  they  immediately  sent 

the  money  to  our  office,  and  we  sent  it  to  the  International  office,  thereby  placing 

that  local  union  in  good  standing  in  the  organization. 

I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  understand  how  any  j)er8on  can  come  into  this 
convention  with  a  credential  from  that  local  union  stating  that  he  is  a  delegate, 
when  the  officers  of  the  local  union  did  not  give  him  one.     It  is  true,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  that  there  is  a  controversy  or  fight  among  the  members  of  that  union. 
They  took  this  vote  by  ballot.     I  understand  there  were  five  or  six  candidates. 
Some  of  the  other  candidates  received  thirty  or  forty  votes  in  that  election, 
but  Brother  Stewart,  having  received  a  plurality,  or  the  highest  number  of 
votes,  was  declared  elected  and  credentials  were  signed  up  for  him.     I  un- 
derstand they  are  here  now  in  Indianapolis. 

President  White — The  constitution  of  the  T^nited  Mine  Workers  requires 


Digitized  by 


Google 


334 

that  the  delegates  receive  the  majority  vote  of  those  iiieml>ers  present  at  th^^^ 
ineetiDg  when  such  delegates  are  elected. 

Delegate  Sunipter,  District  6 — I  happened  to  be  there  on  or  about  the  22^1^^     : 

of  December  when  they  held  the  election.  T  never  had  seen  Mr.  Stewart  befor€^^^^^= 
I  was  in  their  meeting  the  day  when  they  were  going  to  elect  a  delegate.  Ther  — ^^^ —  ^ 
were  several  members  who  ran  hut  they  decided  that  the  majority  would  nili 
Mr.  Stewart,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  drew  the  biggest  ci'owd  with  bin 
They  got  in  a  factional  fight  and  took  a  secret  ballot. 

A  motion  that  debate  cease  was  seconded  aiul  carried. 

Upon  a'  viva  voce  vote  upon  tlie  motion  to  concur  in  the  committers*  "^* 
report,  the  chairman  being  unable  to  decide,  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  S^^**^' 
retary  Perry,  after  a  count,  announced  that  2<S2  votes  had  been  cast  in  tr  l"*^ 
aiBrmative  and  391  in  the  negative. 

President  White — The  contest  has  been  decided  against  the  seating  of    ^■'^ 
delegates  recommended  by  the  committer.     The  motion  to  adopt  the  rel>^^ 
of  the  committee  is  lost. 

Delegate  Gay — For  the  enlightonniont  of  myself  and  some  others,  I  \r<^*-^ 
like  to  ask  Delegate  Savage  a  question.     Were  there  more  than  two  candirl*^ 
for  delegate? 

Delegate  Savage — According  to  my  understanding,  yes. 

Delegate  Gay — Were  you  familiar  with  the  vote  cast? 

Delegate  Smith   (W.  J.),  District  5— They  are  out  of  order»     That  T^^^ 

has  been  settled. 

^^--y  (li- 
Delegate  Gay — I  asked  Delegate  Savage  if  there  were  more  than  two  ca-  ^^ 

_  -— tj  ' 
dates,  and  he  answered  that  according  to  his  information  there  were.     Th^^ 

asked  the  question  if  he  was  familiar  with  the  number  of  votes  cast.     I  i;^ 

to  bring  this  matter  out  so  we  can  understand  this  question  thoroughly. 

President  Wliite — We  cannot  bring  it  out  now,  because  it  has  been      -^^ 
posed  of.  ^^^ 

Delegate  Gay — I  wanted  to  ask  if,  in  case  neither  delegate  received 
majority  vote  cast  at  that  meeting,  that  local  is  entitled  to  any  delegate f 

President  White — There  is  no  delegate  here,  according  to  the  action  of 
Credentials  Committee.     The  protestant  has  no  credentials  t-o  represent 
local.     The  one  that  has  credentials  has  been  denied  a  seat;  therefore,  the  ent?=^ 
matter  is  closed. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  20,  1912.  ^g^^ 

Wm.  Smart  and  Y.  P.  Hanaway  from  Local  Union  No.  797,  District  l^^^   _^:*(i 
5,  whose  seats  were  protested  appeared  before  the  committee  and  present  ■^^'^^ 
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'  o\  ideiicc  to  show  that  they  are  the  regularly  elected  delegates 
t  said  local  union,  and  we  recommend  that  tbey  be  seated  in 
ition,  giving  Wm.  Smart  three  votes  and  F.  P.  Hanaway  two 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBBET   NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee. 
:e  BittniT,  District  Xo.  o — 1  move  that  the  report  of  the  commit- 
nrrcd  in.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  20,  1912. 

>pliart,  from  Local  Tnion  No.  1046,  .James  Sabin,  from  Local  Union 

md  Robert  (Jibbons,  from  Local  Union  No.  2394,  District  No.  5, 

were  protested,  appeared  l>efore  the  committee  together  with  the 

whieli  are  as  follows:     t^ancis  Feehan,  Van  Bittner,  Stephen  H. 

P.  Hanaway,  Wni.  TIargeat,  John  O'Leary,  Sidney  Davis,  Wm.  Mc- 

sc  was  thoroughly  discussed  before  the  committee  by  both  sides. 
i)f  the  iniportnnce  of  the  decision  rendered  in  this  case  to  the  future 
•ur  organization  and  realizing  that  this  convention  is  the  highest  tri- 
1  our  organizjition,  and  in  order  that  no  injustice  may  be  done  any- 
re  to  submit  the  entire  matter  to  this  convention  for  consideration, 
>mmendation. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT   NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON, 

Credential  Committee, 
e  Feehan,  District  Xo.  '> — I  move  that  we  receive  the  report  of 
ee,  and  that  the  persons  named  shall  not  be  seated  as  delegates 
'ention. 

tion  was  seconded  by  Delegate  (Charlton,  District  No.  5. 
e  Sabin,  District  No.  5 — I  do  npt  believe  it  would  be  fair  or 
unch  tis  all  together.     I  believe  every  tub  should  stand  on  its 
.     I  think  every  one  should  be  taken  up  separate.     I  make  that 
I. 
nt  White — [  think  we  ovi^ht  to  first  receive  the  report  of  the 

e  Feehan — With  the  permission  of  the  chair  T  will  separate  my 
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motion  aud  move  that  the  rej>ort  of  the  c-oniniittee  be  received.     (Second" 
and  carried.) 

Delegate  I'eehau,  District   No.  5 — I  move  that  the  persons  named 
that  report  shall  uot  be  seated  as  delegates  to  this  convention. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Delegate  Bittner,  District  No.  5. 

Delegate    Feehan — I  move   that  the  parties  referred  to   be  given 
opportunity  to  state  their  case  to  this  convention  if  they  so  desire. 

President  White — The  chair  will  follow  the  usual  rule,  that  where  s^*^^ 
are  contested  the  contestants  will  be  given  the  courtesy  of  this  convention*  ^^ 
»et  forth  their  case. 

Delej/ate  Bittner,  District  o — I  rise  at  this  time  to  speak  in  favor  af 
motion    made   by   Delegate   Feehan.     There   is   not   very   much  to  this    ^5-^ 
so   far   as   the    International   convention   is   concerned,   and    I   believe   if 


an 


-ihe 


-ing 


Cren«iC'jJtials  Committee  had  done  its  di;ty  according  to  the  laws  of  this  orgi»  r»**" 

fion   tins  fight   would  not   have  been   brought  up  in   this  manner  before? 

[nlernalional  convention.     The  roason  that  the  seats  of  these  men  are  prot^?"^ 

is  because  thev  were  not  members  of  the  I'nited  Mine  Workers  of  America:      ^    '  * 

-the 
my  friends,  it  is  the  first  time  T  have  ever  heard  of  a  committee  throwin^^ 

question  ui>on  a  convention  of  whether  or  not  men  who  are  not  mcinbc-rs  c^ 

organization  should  be  seated  as  delegates  in  the  convention. 

These  men  were  expelled  from  the  organization,  and  after  the  matter  1: 
cjred  before  the  International   Executive  Hoard   for  a  period  of  four  wu 
the  Jnteriiatiimal  Executive  Board  did  not  reinstate  these  men  to  member"  ^-      ^^_ 
in  the  organization.     And,  my  friends,  there  is  no  tribunal  higher  than 
one  that  expelled  them  that  has  taken  any  action   in   this  case  since 
time  they  were  expelled.     We  believe,  my  friends,  in  the  Pittsburgh  Di8t> 
that  it  is  not  to  the  best  interests  of  the  miners  and  their  wives  and  famE 
to  have  another  factional  fight  in  the  district.     But,  my  friends,  we 
believe  that  it  is  to  the  best  interests  of  the  men,  women  and  children, 
only  in  the  Pittsburgh  District,  but  all  over  the  country,  that  at  least  eT 
man   who   is  seated  as  a  delegate  to  the   International  convention   of 
mine  workers  of  America  should  be  a  member  of  the  organization. 

As  stated  liefore,  these  men  have  taken  no  appeal  whatever  to  any  bra 
of    the    organization    and    liad    that    appeal    acted    upon.     The    Intematioi 
Executive  Board,  which  is  the  highest  authority  in  our  organization  betw<^^ 
conventions,  has  refused  to  act  on  an  appeal  from  these  gentlemen  because 
certain  things  that  they  had  done;  and  the  Credentials  Committee  has  taken 
upon  themselves  tx>  act  as  a  court  of  apfieals  and  recommend  that  this  qtie8ti<«^' 
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tied  by  the  convention.  They  are  not  big  enough,  and  I  do  not  so  under- 
the  laws  of  this  organization.  A  man  who  is  expelled  from  the  organiza- 
1  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  convention.  I  believe  that  the  delegates  to 
)nvention  should  tell  tliese  men  who  are  not  members  of  the  organization 
back  home,  and  if  they  have  a  case  there  is  a  court  within  the  United 
Workers  of  America  where  they  can  take  a  proper  appeal.  After  these 
decide  the  case,  if  they  decide  that  these  men  are  right  and  should  b^ 
ers  of  the  organization,  then  it  is  time  for  this  convention  to  seat  them 


ice-President  Hayes  in  the  chair. 

elegate  Tyas,  District  12 — T  would  like  to  ask  a  question.  Is  it  true,  as 
,  that  the  Executive  Board  refused  to  act  upon  this  appeal  of  these 
rs? 

resident  White — The  cliair  will  enlighten  the  delegation,  so  far  as  it  is 
tept  with  his  position,  on  this  matter  briefly.  This  is  an  echo  of  the 
H  internal  trouble  that  existed  in  the  Pittsburgh  District  last  spring  and 
.»r.  At  the  time  when  the  International  Executive  Board  determined  the 
versy  and  settled  it  in  the  Pittsburgh  District,  the  question  of  reinstating 
men  whose  names  have  been  njcntioned  this  morning  in  the  organization 
ot  acted  upon  favorably,  after  four  weeks  of  a  session;  and  in  their  bill 
•ticulars  before  the  Executive  Board  these  men  did  not  ask  during  all  the 
rations  of  that  session  to  make  an  appeal  or  present  reasons  or  advance 
lents  or  submit  evidence  as  to  why  they  should  be  reinstated, 
he  merits  of  whether  or  not  they  were  rightfully  expelled  from  the 
ization,  or  whether  the  proper  tribunal  expelled  them  or  not  was  at  that 
)f  no  concern  to  the  International  Executive  Board,  because  they  were 
less  to  deal  with  that  question,  because,  as  I  stated  before,  no  appeal  had 
raken  to  them.  And  when  we  were  about  to  render  our  decision  in  the 
urgh  controversy,  a  motion  was  made  before  our  Board  to  recommend  the 
itement  for  these  individual*^  whose  names  have  been  mentioned ;  but  after 
ough  discussion  of  tlio  matter  tlie  Board's  decision  was  that,  inasmuch  as 
parties  had  not  made  '.\n  appeal  for  reinstatement  or  to  have  their  cases 
I  upon  by  the  International  Executive  Board,  it  would  be  highly  improper 
le  highest  governing  body  of  our  organization  in  the  absence  of  con- 
ns to  pa88  upon  appeals  on  membership  or  reinstatement  or  expulsion,  when 
irties  themselves  had  not  made  an  a]>peal  to  them  for  such  consideration, 
n  view  of  that  fact,  mid  \hv  fa^'t  tliat  up  to  the  present  time,  with  but 
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f<*w  exceptions,  no  such  appeal  has  been  taken,  the  International  Executive  Boax 
haH  not  paR8ed  upon  their  case. 

Tt  is  not  because  we  have  been  afraid  to  deal  with  the  problem,  but  we  ho.'^^-^c 
been  fij^Utinj?  all  the  year  for  the  expressed  purpose  of  having  the  courts  of  o^ — ^t 
own  organization  recognized.     \Ve  have  stood  ready  and  willing,  so  far  a^  ^ 

know — and  I  believe  I  reflect  the  sentiment  and  expressions  of  the  Internatiox*—  ^^ 
Executive  Board — that  when  those  individuals  made  a  bona  fide  appeal  to  "t:  ^^Bie 
Executive  Board,  we  would  have  been  ready  and  willing,  as  the  records  will  sh*^  ^^^? 
tliat    we   have   done  in   other   similar   cases,   to    assunio   the    responsibility  ^^ 

determining  the  status  of  these  gentlemen  and  their  reinstatement  and  pass  uf^z^  -^dd 
whether  or  not  they  were  legitimately  expelled  from  the  organization.  But,  a^= — ^  ^ 
stated  before,  u]»  until  the  present  time  no  such  effort  has  been  put  forth  "■>J 

the  parties  named  herein,  save  and  excpt  that  I  learned  recently  that  on^  ^' 

the  parties  whose  name  is  mentioned  in  this  bill  has  made  such  an  app^^c^*' 
since  cuniing  to  this  convention.  I  will  state  for  the  information  of  the  c  ^^3^"' 
vention  that  some,  or  at  least  one  of  the  other  members  similarly  affec  '^^'  ^^ 
in  the  Pittsburgh  District  did  make  this  appeal  in  the  regular  manner,  t-^  ^■^" 
by  the  action  of  the  International  IJxecutive  Board  he  was  reinstated  to  ^ 
rights  and  privileges  in  the  organization. 

Delegate  Harlin,  District  10 — What  is  the  <juestion  before  the  housef 

President  White — That  th<'  gentlemen  whose  names  have  been  mentioneA^        "^ 
the  resolution   road  by  the  committee  be  seated  as  delegates  in  this  c    ^*^-^ 
vention. 

Delegate  Harlin — I  understood  Brother  Feehan  made  a  motion  since 
time  that  these  gentlemen  bo  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  floor  to  state  their 

President  White — The  chair  held  that  such  a  motion  Avas  not  necessai 
that,  believing  in  the  principle  of  free  speech,  so  long  as  this  convention  of 
United  Mine  Workers  is  in  session  we  will  hold  to  that  doctrine,  and 
a(=<-ortl  those  courtesies  to  any  man   entitled   to  the  privileges  of  this  ci 
vention. 

Mr.  liobort  (iibbons.  District  ."> — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegat 
As  you  ha\e  heard  thi*<  morning  my  seat  has  been  contested  on  a  certain  coni 
tiou.  It  is  my  purpose  to  give  an  explanation  of  why  J,  am  here  and  wh. 
brought  me  here.  Most  of  you,  fellow  miners,  have  heard  of  the  controvei 
that  existed  in  the  Pittsburgh  District.  That  is  now  a  matter  of  history.  The 
is  no  disposition  on  my  ])art  to  rehash  what  has  been  done  in  the  past;  but 
fontend  that  a  tlccision  was  rendoriMl  a»id  the  pnrti(»s  affected  by  it  have  lived  v 
to  it. 
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want  to  make  a  few  statements  here  relative  to  my  position  bo  tliat  the 
ates;  unbiased  and  unprejudiced,  may  pass  upon  the  case.  I  want  the 
ates  to  know  some  things  that  up  to  this  tinie  they  have  not  heard.  A 
nent  was  made  here  that  we  did  not  make  any  appeal  to  the  proper  source, 
»  International  Executive  Board.  That  statement  in  itself  is  not  correct, 
.eve  in  fairness  lo  the  miners  whose  views  were  those  of  Gibbons  and  his 
l^es,  and  who  w<»re  included  in  the  act  of  the  district  annual  convention, 
['^y^fion  was  taken  to  expel  Gibbons  and  his  colleagues  with  other  miners 
!i^"been  active  in  matters  that  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  that 
ntioh,  I  ought  to  make  a  statement.  I  thought  in  all  fairness,  gentlemen, 
;  miners  who  stood  by  us  according  to  their  convictions,  that  something  was 
;  to  them  when  we  had  a  Board  decision  rendered  against  us,  and  I 
'■  a  letter  in  which  I  added  every  individual  affected  by  the  expulsion, 
n  the  fact  of  all  that  wo  made  no  appeal  or  application  fo  rreinstate- 

^iit,  genrlenuMi,  I  have  come  to  tho  point  now  where  T  am  pleased  that,  I  am 
to  get  to  the  highest  authority  within  our  organization.  With  all  due 
ct  to  the  International  Executive  lioard,  and  I  want  to  say,  bellow  min- 
hat  I  went  the  limit  with  them  when  suggestions  were  given  out  that 
hould  meet  as  two  contending  parties  and  that  the  Board  would  be 
ly  fair,  I  do  not  think  this  is  treating  us  right.  We  agreed  to  thresh 
he  entire  controversy  and  eliminate  our  troubles.  Gentlemen,  I  went 
»ngth,  a?  can  be  verified  by  our  International  officials,  I  did  everything 
fw  how  along  the  lines  of  common  sense  and  fairness  to  settle  it. 
before  we  met  the  International  Executive  Board  a  proposition  in  a  sub- 
ittee  was  adopted  ;ind  approved  by  myself  and  my  colleagues,  and  by 
•is  Feehan  find  his  colleagues.  During  the  time  we  were  considering  what 
I  be  a  fair  basis  of  iliacussion,  so  that  wo  could  exchange  opinions  on  ♦he 
tions,  I  mentioned  times  without  number  tijr  jjosition  tliat  had  been  taken 
e  district  convention.  The  International  oflicials.  President  White,  Vice- 
lent  Hayes  and  Board  .MeniU'r  Haggcrty  were  with  us,  and  when  T  nien- 
i  the  status  of  our  members  after  the  expulsion  they  gave  us  the  assur- 
that  that  matter  in  itself  would  be  given  attention  and  did  not  require 

embodied  in  our  proposition. 

^nd,  men,  I  will  say  to  you  that  I  believed  tlieir  word  of  honor,  and  I 
>elieved  that  I  could  a<*(cj>t  llio  word  of  tho  International  officials  and  the 
I.  !>ecause   they  were  vested   nith   autliority.     After   they  had   heard   the 

controversy  threshed  out  Hiev  uere  to  render  a  decision,  and  the  expulsion 
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or  the  reiustatemeut  of  the  membership  would  be  a  matter  to  which  they  woul     d 

give  due  attention.  I  was  sincere  and  honest  in  that  proposition,  and  I  believes^sd 
those  parties  who  were  helping  us  to  adjust  the  grievance  would  not  take  an^^y 
advantage  orf  any  oversight  on  our  part  or  any  shortcomings  in  not  embodyinc  ig 
in  that  proposition  the  taking  up  of  the  status  of  the  expelled  members. 

Fellow  miners,  as  time  went  on  I  got  to  know  something  more.     The  conu  Jic- 
quence  was  that  wc  were  considered,,  until  such  time  as  we  took  an  appt==^ 
through  tlie  proper  channels,  non-members  of  the  organization.     I  believe  attl 
time  it  is  not  too  late  to  settle  this  case.   I  recognize  that  the  convention  is^ 
l)ighest  authority  we  can  appeal  to.     As  you  men  have  seen  the  tellers'  rep<^  ^*^® 
yon  know  the  name  of  Robert  Gibbons  arppears  on  that  report.  You  heard  '*-* 
tellers  read  the  report  two  days  ago;  you  heard  tlie  name  of  Robert  Gibl>*^^"® 
called  out,  and  he  had  so  many  votes  as  ii  delegate  to  the  American  Federa.'t' ^^°° 
of  Labor.     I  want  to  know,  gentlemen,  on  what  grounds  T  could  be  pennitte*^ 
^o  before  the  miners  of  this  country  as  a  candidate  as  a  bona  fide  member   ^^ 
not  be  aJIow^ed  a  seat  here.     A  non-member  would  not  be  allowed  to  go 
the  ballot,  if  I  know  anything  at  all  about  the  constitution.     If  that  is  tr-^^" 
then  I  believe  in  justice  to  our  organization  the  same  thing  should  be         ' 
})lied  here. 

When  I  heard  th^  tellers  report  the  9.800  and  some  votes  that  Gibl-^ 
got  for  delegate  to  the  Amcric^ui  Federation  of  Labor,  I  thought  that  som^^ 
the  candidates  could  raise  a  reasonable  objection  and  demand  to  know  if  tJ^^ 
9,800  votes  given  to  a  non-memljer  had  been  cast  for  other  candidates  they  m 
not  have  been  successful.     If  I  had  not  been  a  candidate  on  the  ballot  b^-^ 
others  that  are  probably  now  defeated  would  have  gotten  those  9,800  \cy^^ 
and  might  have  been  successful.     But  that  is  a  matter  I  have  no  desire 
take  up,  only  lo  mention  the  condition  and  the  perplexing  position  Gibbo^^^^ 
is  placed  in  at  this  time. 

The  action  of  the  Pittsburgh  District  convention  that  expelled  myself  anc^ 
others  has  been  mentioned.  I  have  yet  to  learn,  and  I  would  be  pleased  to  learn, 
if  they  w',*re  within  their  constitutional  rights,  if  a  district  convention  can  expel 
members  of  the  organization.  Yet  in  the  face  of  that  the  International  Execu 
tive  Board  negotiated  through  Gibbous  and  his  colleagues  to  get  down  to 
a  proper  understanding  so  that  we  could  attempt  at  least  to  eliminate  the  warfare 
in  that  district.  And,  gentlemen,  the  International  Executive  Board  went  so 
far  as  to  come  to  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  hear  the  entire  matter,  thresh  it  out 
and  give  a  decision,  although  we  were  standing  as  non -members  of  the  organ- 
ization.    It  is  remarkably  strange,  gentlemen,  how  the  International  Executive 
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^oard  could  do  such  things  to  accommodate  non-members  of  an  organization 
^nd  hear  their  case. 

When  the  International  Executive  Board  in  its  judgment  believed  that 
Ciibbons  and  his  associates  could  not  be  sustained  I  took  that  decision.  If  a  man 
c;an  do  anything  more  than  I  have  tried  to  do  to  settle  the  differences  there, 
sxnd  they  were  differences  of  wonderful  magnitude,  I  would  like  to  know  it.  I 
<iid  my  best,  I  did  my  utmost,  I  took  the  decision,  and  yet  now  I  am  denied 
t:he  recognition  of  even  being  a  humble  member  of  our  great  organization. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates,  there  is  no  desire  on  my  part  to  rehash 
"fche  entire  controversy.  I  bt'lieve  in  justice  to  this  convention  we  should  elimin- 
site  as  much  of  this  as  we  can.  My  object  in  taking  the  floor  is  that  you  who  do 
:»iot  know  this  individual,  Gibbons,  can  at  least  have  an  opportunity  to  see  him ; 
tlIbo  to  make  a  few  statements  so  that  you  gentlemen  can  get  in  touch  with 
<:?onditionH  as  they  are  in  the  Pittsburgh  district. 

I,  with  my  colleagues,  held  a  meeting  some  two  or  three  weeks  after  the 
Untemational  Executive  Board  rendered  its  decision.     It  was  for  the  purpose  of 
^t  least  attempting  to  have  our  membership  who  were  expelled  reinstated.     Dur- 
ing the  time  we  were  before  the  Credentials  Committee  President  White  was 
<3alled  in  on  some  matters,  and  with  other  statements  he  made,  the  first  time  to 
*iiy  knowledge,  he  mentioned  that  one  of  my  colleagues  had  made  application  for 
reinstatement,  that  the  Board  had  passed  judgment  on  it  and  he  was  reinstated, 
^ow,  gentlemen,  if  that  individual,  by  going  through  the  proper  channels  of 
s^ppeal,  m**t  with  the  approval  of  the  International  Executive  Board  and  could 
>)e  reinst^ited,  I  am  willing  now  before  this  delegation  to  take  up  and  meet  the 
C7onditions  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  are  demanded  of  Gibbons  before  he  can  be- 
come again  ix  bona  fide  member. 

If  that  action  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  now  on  record, 
reinstated  my  colleague,  then  in  fairness  to  me  I  believe  this  delegation 
will  be  big  enough  and  fair  enough  to  reinstate  Gibbons.  It  is  not  too  late, 
gentlemen,  to  consider  what  is  fair  in  the  interest  of  our  membership.  I  have 
no  desire  to  ask  or  appeal  for  sympathy.  T  believed  I  was  right  in  what  I  was 
doing,  and  I  am  still  of  that  opinion;  but,  nevertheless,  the  decision  was 
rendered  and  I  took  it,  and  if  there  is  anything  I  am  desirous  of  being  it  is  a 
United  Mine  Worker. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  working  in  the  mines  and  giving  my  best  attention,  as 
I  see  it,  to  our  organization.  My  tax,  with  my  brothers'  at  that  mine,  is  not 
objected  to.     I  am  paying  it  now,  as  I  have  done  in  the  past  four  years,  and  it 
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is  strange  that  a  prr»te«t  is  entered  against  an  individual  whose  payment  of  hi 
obligations  as  a  union  man  has  never  been  disputed. 

I  will  here  say  that  if  necessity  demands  that  I  have  to  get  back  on  this  flooc==^ 
I  hope  in  fairness  to  me  you  will  permit  me  to  have  that  opportunity.  As  C^ 
said  before,  1  have  no  desire  to  reopen  the  trouble  or  rehash  the  things  that  are 
not  creditable  to  any  body  of  men  who  were  got  together  for  a  common  purpose. 
However,  that  is  a  matter  of  history,  and  1  am  fully  satisfied  now  to  let  it 
•rest.  But  if  there  are  some  matters  taken  up  hero  I  hope  you  will  extend  the 
courtesy  to  me  of  giving  me  a  ohaneo  to  explain  myself  more  fully. 

President  White — It  is  no  part  of  my  desire  at  this  time  to  see  the  Pitts- 
burgh District  controversy  rehashed.  If  this  ccmvention  had  the  experience  I 
had  in  the  Pittsburgh  controversy  you  would  want  to  quit  in  disgust.  I  want  to 
dispel  any  idea  that  may  be  in  the  mind  of  any  one,  Mr.  Gibbons  especially, 
that  I  cherish  any  personal  feeling  against  him.  T  think  I  demonstrated  that  I 
had  no  such  feeling  while  I  presided  over  that  meeting  in  Pittsburgh,  a  meeting 
tiiat  lasted  nearly  thirty  days.  I  think  he  will  agree  that  in  no  instance  did  I 
or  any  of  my  associates  on  the  International  Executive  Board  seek  to  take 
any  advantage  of  them  becaiLse  of  the  conditions  they  found  surrounding  them. 

The  only  thing  this  convention  can  consider  in  connection  with  the  claim 
of  these  gentlemen  for  seats  in  this  convention  is  whether  or  not  by  the  terms  of 
the  decision  handed  down  by  the  International  Executive  Board  at  Pitts- 
burgh they  were  reinstated,  as  they  intimate  in  their  remarks,  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  this  organization.  T  have  repeatedly  informed  Mr.  Gibbons 
and  his  associates.  I  advised  by  every  means  known  to  a  human  being.  1 
pointed  out  to  tliem  clearly  and  as  ably  as  1  could  possibly  do  the  course  that 
was  open  to  them  to  avail  thenis(^lvos  of  tlio  courts  of  this  organization. 
And  I  have  given  emphasis  to  tlint  statement  becnuse  one  of  their  active 
members,  a  man  who  had  bin^n  an  oiticer  in  their  <lual  organization,  made  an 
appeal  to  our  court,  and  as  an  evidence  of  our  fairness  the  appeal  was  considered 
and  a  decision  was  handed  down  reinstating  him  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  this  organization  as  a  member  of  it. 

I  rise  at  this  time  to  make  this  statement  so  the  delegates  will  not  be 
confused  as  to  the  issue.  It  is  perfectly  right  for  Mr.  Gibbons  to  maintain  his 
position,  if  he  thinks  he  can  justify  it  by  argument,  or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
thinks  that  the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board  gave  him  the 
rights  and  privileges  he  is  now  contending  for.  That  is  all  very  well.  He  has 
a  perfect  right  to  maintain  that  position,  but  as  the  executive  officer  of  this 
organization,  knowing  that  I  voice  the  sentiment  and  exj)ress  the  policy  of  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


343 

iJoard  on  this  ali-importaut  question^  I  feel  safe  in  saying  there  is  no  question 
in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  that  Board  but  that  the  statement  I  have  given 
expression  to  here  is  correct,  and  that  Mr.  Gibbons  was  not  reinstated  by  the 
terms  of  the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board  handed  down  at 
Pittsburgh.  Had  that  been  true  would  we  have  supplemented  our  efforts  by 
handing  down  a  decision  at  the  Cliicago  Board  meeting  reinstating  William  P. 
Friday  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  organization? 

Our  friends  who  are  contending  for  this  privilege  in  this  convention  fail 
to  perceive  the  equity  of  that  decision.  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  show 
the  difference  between  the  reinstatement  of  the  rank  and  file  of  that  dual  organ- 
iz;ition  who  are  x>iit  in  good  standing,  on  conditions,  and  the  status  of  the 
case  before  the  house.  The  decision  of  the  Board  reinstating  all  the  members 
who  Ijelonged  to  the  dual  organization  that  supported  Mr.  Gibbons  and  his 
associates,  provided  they  commenced  to  pay  tax  to  the  district  and  International 
(irganizations  with  the  month  of  August.  And  with  that  payment  they  were  to 
1)e  considered  in  good  standing,  subject,  however,  to  further  exactions  beyond  the 
time  mentioned  in  that  particular  decision,  namely,  the  month  of  August,  and 
the  question  of  further  exactions  was  left  to  President  Feehan  and  myself  to 
determine.  That  decision,  like>rise,  is  incorporated  in  the  President's  report 
for  your  consideration. 

Mr.  Giblions  and  his  associates  contend  that  by  the  terms  of  that  decision 
no  exception  was  made  of  exi)elled  members,  but  those  who  are  conversant  with 
all  the  ramifications  of  this  deplorable  controversy  can  readily  see  that  this 
International  Executive  Board  could  not  act  upon  the  reinstatement  of  expelled 
members  ^nrhout  at  least  offering  those  suffering  from  that  expulsion  order 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  present  arguments,  advance  reasons 
and  submit  evidence  as  to  why  they  should  bo  reinstated.  I  never  made  the 
statement,  and  I  never  passed  upon  the  merits  of  whether  or  not  Robert  Gibbons 
and  his  associates  were  properly  expelled  members  of  the  organization.  That 
j>art  has  never  been  presented  to  us  for  consideration. 

What  is  the  International  organization  contending  forf  I  believe  I  voice 
the  sentiment  of  the  entire  menil)ership  when  T  say  that  what  we  are  contending 
for  is  to  have  our  controversy  settled  in  the  courts  of  our  own  making.  1  told 
Mr.  Gibbons  that  when  1  was  called  by  request  tlie  other  evening  into  the 
^'re<lentials  Committee  to  give  my  version  and  reflect  the  attitude  of  the  Inter- 
national Executive  Board  on  this  question.  Tliere  were  some  exceptions  taken  to 
the  President's  ruling,  oven  in  that  instance,  by  our  friends  wlio  are  members  of 
the  regular  organization  in  the  Pittsburgh  District.     I  held  that  under  that 
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decision  tiic  word  "  rciust:it«.Mncnt '^  meant  tliat  when  those  men  in  those  loca!'  -^^ 
unions  coiiiplied  wilh  the  Board's  deoision,  }>aid  the  August  tax  and  the  asaess-  ^^^ 
ment  and  abided  by  the  further  dooision  of  President  Feehan  and  myself  they^^"^ 
would  be  restored  to  all  rights  and  i>rivileges;  because,  as  Webster  define^c^^ 
** reinstatement'*  it  is  giving  back  to  a  man  that  which  he  had  prior  to  the  tim^^^^ 
it  was  taken  away  from  him. 

But  in  handing  down  my  interpretation  of  that  T  made  an  exception  of  the^^  ^ 
class  of  men  wlio  might  have  been  ox{>ened  by  any  proi>er  authority,  and  who  had^-^ 
failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  courts  of  our  organization  by  making  a  bona  fide  ^^ 
appeal.     This  is  all  there  is  to  this  controversy.     The  only  thing  the  convention 
has  to  pass  u}»on  is  whether  the  decision  made  by  tlie  Board  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
supplemented  by  the  decision  of  President  Feehan  and  myself.   incUided  the 
I einstatement  of  these  men.     You  are  to  determine  whether  or  not  this  Board 
could  render  such  a  decision  as  is  contended  for  by  our  friends,  Mr.  Gibbons 
and  his  associates,  was  rendered  that  they  were  reinstated  by  the  order  that  put 
the  great  army  of  men  who  were  behind  them  in  this  movement  in  good 
standing. 

When  this  controversy  was  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  International 
Executive  Board,  when  this  dual  movement  had  expended  its  force  and  its 
energy  was  exhausted,  it  was  through  the  efforts  of  both  factions  of  this  organ- 
ization mentioned,  the  International  Board  all  gathered  together,  and  by  reason 
of  argument,  after  days  and  nights  of  tedious  debate,  and  after  giving  everj' 
assurance  to  Mr.  Gibbons  and  his  associates  as  well  as  to  President  Feehan 
and  his  associates,  that  the  proj)er  thing  was  to  suljmit  this  ca5»e  to  the  courts 
of  our  own  organization — and  I  want  to  refresh  the  memory  of  Mr.  Gibbons, 
Mr.  Feehan  and  all  those  who  participated  in  the  informal  conference  that  made 
it  possible  to  submit  this  case  to  the  International  Executive  Board — on  the 
13th  day  of  August  when  that  compact  was  agreed  to  we  had  already  adopted  a 
clause  pertaining  to  Mr.  Gibbons'  case,  so  far  as  his  expulsion  was  conceme<1. 
giving  him  a  hearing  before  Ihe  International  Execntive  Board.  By  their  own 
motion  they  withdrew  that,  as  they  will  testify  themselves  and  eliminate  it  from 
the  questions  that  wer«>  io  be  submitted  for  consideration  to  the  International 
Execntive  Board.     What  object  they  had  in  view  1  do  not  know. 

As  T  told  them  the  other  evening  before  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  one 
of  the  first  things  I  thought  they  would  submit  to  us  in  Pittsburgh  would  be  an 
appeal  for  reinstatement  into  the  organization  before  they  would  submit  this 
case  in  all  its  details.  But  to  my  surprise  and  astonishment,  Mr.  Chairman, 
no  such  appeal  was  contained  in  their  bill  of  particulars.    Everything  that  was 
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c-oB tallied  was  cliarges  with  reference  to  Francis  Feehan^s  conduct  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  of  that  organization.  I  was  indeed  surprised  and  aston- 
ished to  think  that  these  jnen  placed  so  little  value  on  their  membership  in  this 
union  that  they  <lid  not  make  it  the  first  and  foremost  consideration  before  the 
International  Executive  Board. 

Tliey  may  have  had  well  defined  reasons  for  it,  but  I  cannot  conceive 
what  their  motive  was.  1  care  not  what  the  criticism  may  be  or  who  makes  it, 
Mr.  Ciibbons  and  his  associates  could  well  afford,  the  same  as  any  other  expelled 
member  of  this  organization,  or  any  other  man  having  a  grievance  of  any  nature, 
to  leave  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  estiiblished  tribunals  of  our  own  move- 
ment. And  I  have  so  assured  them  times  without  number.  I  do  not  know 
what  more  I  could  have  done  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  necessity  of  taking 
jjuch  an  appeal.  The  Board  in  Chicago,  in  reinstating  the  individual  who  was 
the  International  Board  member  representing  that  wing  of  the  organization, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  that  was  the  course  to  i)urHue,  and  they  stood  ready 
and  willing  to  give  the  President  instructions  that  if  appeals  were  made  in  that 
order  they  were  to  be  considered  with  due  promptness. 

I  will  take  no  exception  to  the  judgment  of  this  convention  if  you  think 
this  Exe^'utive  Board  has  done  these  men  an  injustice,  if  you  think  we  have 
erred  in  not  giving  them  full  rights  aud  privileges — as  we  did  the  great  army 
They  represented.  I  will  bow  to  the  decision  of  this  convention  and  make  no 
complaint,  take  no  exception  thereto;  but  if  you  believe  that  by  such  an  act 
this  convention  will  establish  a  precedent  by  which  individuals  shall  have  the 
right  to  bring  their  cases  in  here  aud  have  them  passed  upon,  the  matter  is  en- 
tirely in  your  hands.  It  is  a  matter  concerning  the  future  discipline  of  this 
organization,  something  it  most  sadly  needs. 

I  as  one  member  and  as  the  chief  executive  officer  of  tills  International  or- 
ganization, have  never  yet  from  the  public  rostrum  of  any  place  in  this  coun- 
try passed  ujwn  or  given  expression  to  the  guilt  or  Innocence  of  Robert  Gib- 
bons or  any  of  his  associates  in  connection  therewith.  My  main  effort  has  been 
to  trv'  to  show  these  men  that  their  interests  will  be  just  as  well  protected  within 
the  councils  of  this  organization  now  as  the  interests  of  other  mine  workers 
were  when  they  had  grievances  lu  th^  past.  That  is  what  I  have  been  con- 
tending for.  If  I  have  enunciated  the  wrong  principles  of  trades  unionism, 
there  will  never  be  any  better  opportunity  to  tell  me  of  that  important  fact  than 
right  Jiow. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.).  District  12 — According  to  the  statement  made  by 
Pre*»ident  White  here  in  his  report,  and  what  other  information  we  can  get,  it 
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took  tliirty  days  of  tho  Executive  Board's  time  to  thresh  out  the  dispute  which 
existed  because  of  the  dual  organization  in  the  Pittsburgh  district;  and  if  this 
convention  intends  to  allow  that  dispute  to  be  opened  up,  I  expect,  in  order  to 
do  justice  to  everybody,  wc  would  have  to  give  it  a  thorough  hearing,  and  if  it 
took  the  Board  thirty  days,  the  chances  are  it  will  take  us  three  months.  I  do 
not  believe  the  delegates  hero  want  to  take  up  that  much  time.  I  am  pretty 
near  sure  if  wc  attempted  to  do  it  wc  would  hear  from  home  before  we  went 
very  far. 

The  one  vital  question  that  in  involved  in  tins  dispute  is  whether  the  mem- 
bership of  our  organization  are  required  to  respect  the  laws  laid  down  for  their 
government  or  not.  If  this  convention  believes  a  man  has  a  right,  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  charge?  were  preferred  and  a  penalty  decided  upon  by  the  or- 
ganization, to  slay  in.  ignoring  the  action  of  the  organization,  refusing  to  take 
an  appeal,  then  come  here  with  credentials  and  be  seated,  of  course,  you  will 
decide  in  accordance  with  that  view;  but  if  you  do  you  will  decide  officially  here 
in  the  highest  tribunal  of  our  organization,  that  no  member  of  it  need  have  any 
regard  for  any  law  in  it  if  he  don 't  want  to.    That  is  exactly  what  it  will  mean. 

As  far  as  1  am  concerned,  I  don  ^t  know  a  great  deal  about  the  controversy 
over  there,  but  [  do  know  this:  That  there  is  an  additional  element  that  en- 
ters into  this  case  that,  in  my  judgnwut,  needs  the  attention  of  the  convention ; 
and  because  of  it  possibly  it  ought  to  be,  in  my  judgment,  set  forth  clearly, 
more  so  in  this  case  than  in  the  ordinary  case,  that  the  law  must  be  respected ; 
because  in  the  ordinary'  case  a  man  wlio  has,  by  error  of  judgment,  or  mistake, 
or  without  having  due  time  to  consider  it,  ignored  the  law,  the  convention  should 
act  under  those  circumstances  without  its  meaning  so  much  as  it  does  in  this 
instance.  But  here  is  a  case  where  they  not  only  refuse  to  recognize  the  law 
now,  but  they  did  not  come  into  court  with  clean  hands  even  in  this  particular 
instance.  The  cause  of  the  original  trouble  was  a  secession,  and  they  are  left 
in  a  questionable  attitude  with  regard  to  the  law,  because  of  that  particular 
uct  on  their  part.  Then,  in  addition  to  that,  while  standing  in  that  light,  they 
refuse  to  recognize  the  law  an<l  have  the  case  taken  up  in  the  regular  way;  and 
in  my  judgmeui,  unless  yon  insist  on  their  recognizing  these  laAvs  and  comply- 
ing with  their  requirements,  just  the  same  as  any  other  member  has  got  to  com- 
ply wiih  them,  you  are  adding  emphasis  to  the  proposition  that  no  man  needs, 
if  he  does  not  care  to,  respect  either  the  laws  or  courts  within  our  organization. 

T  fool,  gentiomen,  there  is  only  one  thing  to  do.  I  would  like  to  see  them 
in  here.  I  \\()nld  like  to  see  them  sented  here.  There  is  no  place  in  the  or- 
giiuization,  in  my  jiulgment.  where  it  is  more  necessai'j'  to  have  everybody  rep- 
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re»euted  and  the  fullest  strength  from  that  portion  of  our  organization  Hitting 
here  in  this  convention  than  the  Pittsburgh  district;  and  if  there  was  anything 
within  my  power  I  could  do  without  tending  to  injure  tlie  organization  itself, 
to  get  them  seated  in  here,  I  would  be  glad  to  do  it.  There  is  no  personal 
feeling  in  thi;4  matter  on  my  part  at  all.  I  feel  that  it  is  a  dangerous  pro])osi- 
tion.  We  cannot  adopt  a  principle  here  that  allows  every  man  to  suit  himself, 
legardless  of  general  rules  or  lows  or  the  i'ourts  of.  our  organization  wit  hour 
j»ractically  deciding  there  really  isn  *t  any  organization.  There  is  only  one 
thing  \\Q  can  do,  and  that  is  to  emphasize  President  Wliite's  request  and  ask 
these  brothers  to  take  their  case  up  in  the  regular  way.  If  they  want  to  ajtpeal 
from  the  action  of  the  organization  that  exi)elle<l  them,  and  take  their  case  up 
in  the  regular  way,  they  will  get  it  treated  promptly  and  fairly.  And  if  that 
is  disposed  of  and  they  are  reinstated  to  membershij),  and  come  in  with  cre<len- 
tialSy  there  is  nobody  who  will  go  further  than  1  will  to  see  that  they  get  a 
seat.  But  until  they  do  thai  i  cannot  see  my  way  clear  to  allow  them  to  be 
seated  here,  at  least  with  my  vote,  representing  the  local  union  I  represent. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  debate  close. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  chair  does  not  like  to  be  put  in  the  ]>ositioii 
of  gagging  free  speecli.  We  would  like  to  give  everybody  here  an  oj)port unity 
to  be  beard.  There  arc  two  men  involved  here,  Mr.  Kephart  and  Mr.  Sabin,  who 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  speak  on  this  question.  There  is  also  an- 
other party  directly  involved,  Mr.  Feehan.  • 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  12 — I  merely  wanted  to  state  to  the 
chair  that  it  occurs  to  me,  in  accordance  with  the  ruling  of  President  White 
made  .just  a  few  moments  ago,  that  a  motion  to  close  debate  will  not  be  in 
order,  because  of  his  ruling  that  each  one  whose  seat  was  contested  here 
would  have  a  right  to  be  heard.    I  make  that  as  a  point  of  order. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  James  Sabin — T  signed  an  agreement  with  all  the  others  to  a)»ide  by 
the  decision  of  the  International  Board,  and  T  have  lived  uj»  t«»  it  to  tlie 
letter.    If  I  am  right,  I  should  like  to  be  reinstated. 

Mr.  Abe  Kephart — I  want  to  say  to  this  delegation  that  I  never  at  any 
time  considered  myself  a  non-member  of  this  organization,  regardless  of 
what  any  officer  or  officers  of  this  organization  may  say.  Th<»  convention 
that  expelled  us,  or  claimed  to  have  expelled  us.  was  what  1  term  a  one-man 
convention.  In  the  face  of  that  fact,  we  have  never  had  a  hearing  or  a 
trial,  and  X  do  not  see  how  any  member  of  this  organization  can  be  ex])elle<l 
by  a   convention  or  Executive  Board  without  first  having  a  hearing,  at   least. 
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I  <lo  not  know  in  the  history  ot  the  orjranization  where  there  was  ever  -i 
ineniber  expelled  by  n  convention  without  a  liearinjj,  and  T  take  the  position 
now  that  I  am  a  full-fledged  bona  fide  member  of  this  organization  and  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  this  convention. 

I  want  to  say  that  when  we  met  the  committee  of  the  Executive  Board 
and  tried  to  agree  upon  a  proposition  to  meet  the  Executive  Board.  T  either 
suggested,  or  made  a  motion — 1  don  't  remember  which — that  the  first  con- 
sideration would  be  the  reinstatement  of  the  members  that  had  been  ex- 
pelled by  the  b'eehan  convention.  However,  my  sujrjTcstirjn  or  motion  w:is 
withdra\^'n,  I  believe,  and  was  not  embodied  in  the  proposition;  but  it 
wap  verbally  agreed  to  and  mutually  understood  that  the  International 
Board  would  weigh  these  questions.  And  we  had  ev«*ry  assurance,  gentlemen, 
that  we  would  be  reinstated  into  mem.bership  in  the  organization. 

When  we  met  the  International  Executive  Board,  after  a  period  of  four 
weeks  spent  in  discussing,  giving  evidence  and  listening  to  charges,  a  deci- 
sion was  rendered.  We  have  religiously  complied  with  that  decision.  I 
want  to  say  that  this  thing  of  harmony,  this  thing  of  peace,  this  thing  of 
reuniting  the  membership  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  that  is  talked  so  much 
about,  if  there  is  certain  action  taken  in  this  convention,  gentlemen,  I  doubt 
v.hether  it  will  be  brought  about.  I  am  satisfied  there  will  follow  behind  the 
Gibbons'  organization  if  that  is  done  groat  numl)ers,  and  I  am  going  to  tell 
the  convention  what  the  power  of  that  faction  is.  I  want  you  to  listen! 
The  membership  of  District  5,  the  men  who  swing  the  picks,  is  the  power 
behind  the  Gibbons'  faction.  If  the  miners  of  this  country  want  to  bring 
Tibout  harmony  and  peace  and  become  reunited,  I  will  ask  as  a  matter  of 
fairness  that  we  be  given  seats  in  this  convention.  If  this  delegation  does 
not  want  to  seat  us  direct.  1  believe  there  should  be  some  move  or  some 
action  taken  whereby  we  can  go  before  the  International  Executive  Board  in 
order  to  bring  about  that  which  is  necessary  to  seat  us.  I  tlynk  you  should 
do  that  in  order  to  bring  about  harmony  among  the  miners  of  this  country, 
that  harmony  and  peace  that  have  been  preached  so  mm-h  about. 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.),  District  22 — The  situation  seems  to  bo  this: 
Certain  men  here  from  the  Pittsburgh  district  believe  they  are  members  of 
tho  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  and  they  aspire  to  seats  in  this  con- 
vention. Other  persons  assert  they  are  not  members  of  this  organization 
and  they  should  not  be  seated.  Will  the  adoption  of  this  motion  allay  or 
cause  to  recede  the  discontent  that  prevails  in  the  Pittsburgh  district?  I 
have  listened  to  all  the  speakers  they  allege  are  not  members  of  this  orgnni- 
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zation.  If  thty  are  coining  here  feeling  they  are  members,  they  are  per- 
fectly justified  in  doing  so.  If,  for  instance,  Robert  Gibbon  did  not  come 
here  feeling  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
why  does  his  name  appear  on  the  official  ballot  of  this  organ izattion  as  a 
candidate  for  delegate  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor?  Was  he  not 
compelled,  as  other  candidates  are.  to  send  in  a  certificate  signed  by  the 
secretary'  and  president  of  a  certain  local  union  that  he  was  a  member  in 
good  standing?  And  it  is  only  natural  that  when  he  received  this  recogni- 
tion from  the  highest  officials  of  this  organization  and  I  believe  he  did — that 
he  should  think  so.  And  there  arc  a  whole  lot  of  us  who  believe  he  still 
belongs  to  this  organization.  Why  not  make  that  point  clear  to  us?  Why 
put  a  non-member  on  your  International  ballot  and  then  when  he  comes  in 
here  with  credentials  from  a  particular  local  union,  say  he  is  not  a  member 
of  this  organization  and  consequently  cannot  be  seated.  I  am  not  yet  con- 
vinced that  he  is  not  a  member,  from  all  the  remarks  that  have  been  made. 
Has  he  performed  some  trick?  Has  he  forged  some  papers!  This  is  a  point 
we  want  to  have  cleared  up. 

So  far  as  either  faction  is  concerned,  I  care  not.  I  want  to  corroborate 
the  remarks  made  by  Delegate  Walker,  that  the  miners  of  the  Pittsburgh 
district  must  get  t6gether.  It  is  essential  that  they  should  unite,  and  they 
will  find  even  by  being  united  as  closely  as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be 
united,  they  are  going  to  have  enough  trouble  with  their  employers,  without 
fighting  among  themselves. 

Secretary  Perry — Reference  has  been  made  by  the  speaker  to  the  fact 
that  the  name  of  Robert  Gibbons  appeared  on  the  ballot.*  I  have  no  disposi- 
tion personally  to  do  anj-body  any  injustice,  and  all  the  interest  that  I  have 
in  this  case,  like  all  others,  is  to  see  that  justice  prevails.  I  was  at  the 
Pittsburgh  convention  when  these  men  were  expelled,  but  I  never  received 
any  official  notice  from  the  district  of  the  action  of  that  convention,  and 
consequently  I  wds  in  the  dark  as  to  whether  the  action  of  that  convention 
had  been  enforced  or  not.  I  recognize  the  right  of  a  convention  to  direct 
that  certain  things  be  carried  out  in  harmony  with  the  law;  but  I  still  hold 
that  the  local  union,  the  power  that  confers  membership,  is  the  only  power 
that  can  deprive  a  man  of  *member8hip.  However,  in  order  to  make  the 
matter  clear  to  you — I  am  not  going  into  the  merits  of  this  question — when 
Robert  Gibbons  was  nominated  for  delegate  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  I  notified  him  just  the  same  as  any  other  candidate,  and  I  received 
a  certificate  of  good  standing  from  his  local  union.     I  recognize  the  fact 


Digitized  by 


Google 


350 

that  even  though  our  Board  meeting  at  Pittsburgh  had  taken  the  matt^g=^-^T 
under  consideration,  and  recognized  the  irregularities  in  the  question,  y^^^^t 
they  had  recognized  the  validity  of  that  expulsion.  And  it  was  not  my  funt^  _^. 
tion  to  question  their  right  to  do  that;  but  I  had  in  mind  that  intervenin  ^i^^ng 
ihc  time  we  adjoiirn?Ml  at  Pittsburgh  and  the  time  I  received  the  certificat;^r^^_^to 
thnre  was  ample  time  for  the  restoration  of  Brother  Gibbons'  membership  _^[p. 
But  in  order  to  settle  the  issue  involved  in  this  case,  at  a  meeting  of  tHK^,he 
International  Executive  Board  in  Chicago,  the  question  came  up  again,  ai^ —  ml 
according  to  the  action  of  the  Board  the  expulsion  of  these  men  is  still  recog  •>g- 
iiized  by  the  Board. 

I  want  to  read  a  letter  I  received  from  the  men  that  have  been  ^^-*x" 
pelled,  and  the  action  of  tho  Board  on  the  same.  T  believe  I  have  mad* —  ** 
pretty  plF.in  why  tho  name  appeared  on  the  ballot.  The  Board  at  its  ses^—  ^^"^ 
in  Chicago,  received  this  communication: 

^'Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Sunday,  October  29,  1911. 
'*To  Internationnl  Executive  Board,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

'•Greeting:     **A  meeting   held   on   above  date,  composed   of  exp^^ 
members  from  the  organization  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  District  5.    Business  t^^^^* 
ofted:      That    we   petition    the    International    Rxecutivn   Board   relativ-^^ 
nu^mbers  who  have  been  expelled  from  the  organization,  either  by  dis^^-^^ 
coiivcntioi)    held   on   March   27,   1911.   at  Labor  Temple,  Pittsburgh,  or' 
District  Executive  Board,  or  bv  local  unions  in  the  district,  and  request  it^-^^' 
all  cxjiellpd  members  be  reinstated  immediately  and  accorded  all  rights    ^ 
privileges  in  the  organization. 

*'An  early  reply  will  be  appreciated. 

(Signed)     *'ROBT.    K.    GIBBONS 
^  ''ABE  KEPflART. 
♦'ANDREW  PUSKAR.*' 

In  hanaony  with  the  action  of  the  Board  I  was  authorized  to  notify 
the  men  of  our  ]iosition  in  the  matter,  and  this,  I  believe,  reflects  the  senti- 
ment and  the  action  of  the  Board: 

"Indianapolis,  Indiana,  December  19,  1911. 

"Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  "At  a  meeting  t>f  our  Executive  Board,  held 
in  Chicago,  December  16,  your  appeal  for  reinstatement  to  membership  was 
acted  upon  and  I  am  authorized  to  inform  you  that  before  the  Board  will 
consider  any  appeals  of  this  character,  each  individual  officer  of  your  organi- 
zation nnist  si^ii  an  order  authorizing  the  court  to  release  the  money  now 
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^eld  under  attachment.     Then  each  individual  must  appeal  over  his  own 
signature  to  the  Board  and  it  will  then  be  acted  upon  promptly. 

"Fraternally  yours, 
(Signed)     * '  EDWJ N  PERRY,  Secretary-Treasurer. ' ' 

President  White  in  the  chair. 

Delegate    Feehata,    District    5 — Mr.    Chairman    and    Fellow    Delegates: 
do  not  believe  that  the  Credential  Committee  have  any  right  to  unload  a 
uestion  of  this  kind  on  the  convention,  and  these  protests  should  have  been 
andled  the  same  as  any  others. 

President  White — We  have  agreed  to  have  a  photograph  of  the  dele- 
ates  in  this  convention,  and  as  it  is  now  about  ten  minutes  to  12,  I  would 
uggest  as  a  matter  of  expe«licncy  that  we  suspend  the  rules  and  adjourn 
iiitil  2.00  o'clock,  and  when  we  do  adjourn,  let  us  adjourn  to  Monument 
'lace  and  carry  out  that  part  of  the  convention's  action,  and  have  the 
'hotograph  of  the  delegates  taken. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — 1  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and 
"iat  we  adjourn  to  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  and  at  12  o'clock  the  convention 
*s   adjourned,  to  reccuivcne  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


FIFTN  bAY-AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2  o  'clock  p.  m.,  Saturday,  January 
^^^resident  White  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Perry  read  the  following  telegrams: 

''Washington,  D.  C,  January  19,  1912. 
^iwin  Perry,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

^'Will  reach  Indianapolis  and  bo  at  thi;  Olaypool  Sunday  night  or 
**day  morning,  and  will  bo  glad  to  meet  the  miners  at  any  time  during 
^^day  that  may  suit  their  pleasure. 

J.  A.  HOLMES." 
*' Washington,  D.  C,  January  19,  1912. 
^^win  Perry,  State  Life  Building,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
**Will  be  in  Indianapolis  Monday  morning. 

W.  B.  WILSON.'^ 
President  White  load  the  followinjr  romniunieation: 
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''De8  Moines,  Iowa,  January  18,  1912. 
*  *  Mr.  John  P.  White,  International  President  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ir:^-  *'-• 

**  Friend  John — Referring  to  our  recent  conversation  relative  to  den*  ^^^' 
strating  the  Schietzel  Electric  Shot  Firing  Machine  in  Tomlinson  S^^^» 
Indianapolis  convention,  could  you  arrange  to  give  us  part  of  one  af^^^^' 
noon's  time  for  this  jiurpose  some  time  next  weekt  If  you  could,  I  beli^^*'^* 
1  can  arrange  to  have  Mr.  Schietzel,  the  inventor  of  the  machine  and  myfl*^^ 
there  at  that  time  for  the  above  purpose. 

**  Assuring  you  of  my  kind  regards,  and  trusting  that  everything  is  go»-  '^^^ 
nicely  with  you,  I  remain, 

*  *  Yours  truly, 

*  *  JAMES  McCAULEY. ' ' 

Later  during  the  session  Delegate  Savage,  District  No.  6,  moved  tl 
the  inventor  of  the  machine  be  allowed  to  demonstrate  it  before  the  C' 
vention.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  White — When  the  convention  adjourned  at  noon  we  were  C( 
bidering  the  motion  pending.     Delegate  Feehan  had  the  floor.     Before 
proceed  with  the.  order  of  business  I  would  like,  inasmuch  as  the  Inte'- —        ^ 
tional   Executive    Board   is  involvtnl  in  this  matter,   to  have   Delegate  Gree-"'*^ 
come  forward  and  [)reside  until  the  disposition  of  this  case. 

Delegate  Green  (VVni.),  District  No.  6,  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Farrington,  District  No.  12 — I  want  at  this  time  to  raise  a 
point  of  order  on  the  question  that  was  under  consideration  at  the  time  of 
the  noon  adjournment. 

Chairman  Green — State  your  point  of  order. 

Delegate  Farrington — My  point  of  order  is  that  the  present  proceedings 
are  irregular  and  creating  unwarranted  expense  on  the  organization,  for  the 
reason  that  the  convention  is  utilizing  its  time  in  trying  to  decide  whethet 
men  w^ho  are  not  members  of  this  organization  shall  be  seated  as  delegates 
in  the  convention,  when  every  law  and  every  principle  and  every  practice 
of  the  organization  is  predicated  upon  the  fact  that,  above  all  other  things, 
a  man  muB*:  first  be  a  member  of  the  organization  before  he  can  sit  in  one 
of  our  conventions.  The  men  whose  seats  are  involved  in  the  contest  are 
not  at  the  present  time  members  of  our  organization. 

Delegate  Flyzik — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is  Delegate  Farrington 
making  a  speech  or  a  point  of  order f 

Chairman  Green — Delegate  Farrington  is  stating  liis  point  of  order. 

Delegate   Farrington — The  men  whose  seats  are  being  contested  are  not 
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eml^ers  of  our  organization  at  this  time,  they  admit  that  themselves  in  their 
>iiim\inieation  addressed  to  the  International  Secretary  of  this  organization,  in 
'bieli  they  state  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  ^*  expelled  members  of  this  qrganiza- 
ion  "it  was  decided  that  thus  and  so  should  be  done.  The  first  thing  that 
™u8t  be  determined  by  tlie  tribunals  of  this  organization  is  whether  these  men 
^''e  or  are  not  members  of  the  organization ;  and  if  my  point  of  order  is  sus- 
^ined  by  the  chair  I  expe<'t  to  offer  a  motion  that  will  remove  for  the  present 
iiTie   at  least  this  matter  from  further  consideration  from  this  convention. 

I>elegate  Sabin — Reference  is  made  to  me.    I  would  like  to  defend  myself. 
Chairman  Green — You  will  have  an  opportunity  later. 

Delegate  Blackin,  District  10 — If  these  men  are  not  members  of  the  or- 
rartization,  why  do  their  names  appear  on  the,  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials! 

*  Chairman  Green — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  chair  that  the  point  is  not  well 

Keii.      The  Credentials  Committee  has  brought  in  a  report  to  this  convention. 

'at   i-oport  has  been  received  and  there  is  now  pending  before  this  convention 

9i'ost:ion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  delegates  whose  seats  have  been  contested 

^   Entitled  to  heats  in  this  convention.     The  reasons  offered  as  to  why  they 

^  *"^ot  entitled  to  seats  in  this  convention  is  that  they  are  not  members  of  this 

^^^i^ation  and  have  not  complied  with  the  laws  of  our  organization  in  hav- 

'g     ^lieir  case  heard  before  the  proper  trilninal.     Therefore,  .this  convention 

i*^ri    ig  ^j,g  supreme  authority  of  the  organization  has  a  perfect  right  to  decide 

'*      ^viestion.    The  chair  therefore  overrules  that  point  of  order  and  Delega'' 

^^5^n  has  the  floor. 

*-^olegate  Farrington — I  desire  at  tiiis  time  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
\\^   <iliuir  to  the  convention. 

■■-delegate  Thurman,  District  No.  (i,  stated  that  he  desired  to  ask  a  cpiestion 
jf  ^^e  chair. 

Chairman  Green — What  is  your  question? 

I^elegate  Lewis  (T.  1^.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    No  man  has  a  right 

^O  ^^^  a  question  on  an  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  chair.     It  is  the  i)lace  of 

tl>*  presiding  officer  to  vacate  and  call  some  one  else  to  the  chair,  and  it  is  his 

^jace  to  say,  ** Shall  the  chair  be  sustained?''     Then  Delegate  Farrington  will 

^ive  his  reasons  for  appealing  from  the  decision  (»f  the  chair  and  Brother  Green 

^^-il)  give  his  reasons  for  his  decision. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  understands  perfectly  woll  whnt  is  the  proper 
form  of  appeal  without  being  instructed. 
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Prcaitlent  White  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.) — 1  riso  to  ii  point  of  order. 

President  White — It  is  not  in  order  at  this  time.  Under  parliamei  a" 
procedure  there  are  but  two  who  have  the  privilege  of  the  floor  on  the  que&.i'^'- 
now  before  the  house.  The  person  desiring  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  •"•' 
chair  has  the  privilege  of  stating  his  reasons  for  the  aj)peal.  The  party  fro 
whose  decision  the  ajipoal  has  i>eon  made  will  rlose  the  debate  and  it  ^vill  tbei 
be  left  to  the  house. 

Delegate  Farriiigton — 1  regret  ext'oedingiy  that  I  am  compelled  to  api)^^^ 
to  this  delegation  from,  the  decision  rendered  by  my  good  friend  Green,  but  J 
iM^liove  that  the  business  of  this  organization  sliould  be  conducted  along  bus*^'  ^ 
ness  Iine<.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  fourteen  of  fifteen  hundred  delegate* 
should  be  held  in  this  convention  listening  to  a  discussion  of  a  question  that  J-* 
not  properly  before  the  convention.  Wliat  is  tlin  status  of  these  men  who  aX"* 
appealing  for  seats  in  this  convention?  Briefly  it  is  that  they  are  expellee*' 
from  the  organization  by  a.  regular  coiivention  of  the  Mine  Workers  in  tl*^ 
Pittsburgh  district.  Since  their  expulsion  they  have  made  no  application  to  »^^ 
tribunal  of  the  organization  for  reinstatement.  Kor  that  reason  they  have  J^* 
been  reinstated,  nor  are  they  members  of  this  organization  at  this  time.  Th^*'' 
why  should  this  convention  exhaust  and  <Ussipate  its  time  considering  the  qi***^' 
tion  of  whtMher  they  will  soat  men  wlio  are  not  members  of  the  organiwitio**  * 

Tf  that  procedure  is  going  to  be  )»ormitte<l,  T  want  to  say  to  you  now  tt»^ 
you  are  striking  a  blow  at  tlie  laws  and  tlie  discipline  of  this  organization.  ^^^ 
that  reason,  I  am  opp()s<*«l  to  tlie  drh'gation  considering  the  question  at  tl** 
time.  As  i  have  said  before,  th<'  lirst  thing,  above  all  other  things,  that  m*^^ 
be  tested,  is  the  question  of  whether  these  men  shall  or  shall  not  be  reingta"t:*^* 
to  membership  in  this  organization.  Tiie  only  way  that  can  be  done  is  hy  ^ 
reference  of  the  question  of  their  reinstntement  to  the  International  Executi'*'*' 
Hoard,  and  if  the  Board  de<-ides  that  they  shall  be  reinstated,  then  it  vvJ' 
devfdve  upon  this  convention. 

President  White   (interrupting)  —  Let   the  chair  suggest  that  your  right      "^^ 
the  floor  now  is  on  the  question  of  whether  or  not  the  decision  of  the  chair  s^^^ 
stand. 

Delegate  Farrington — Exactly.     At    least,   that   is   what   I  am  talking    ^^  ' 
Mr.   President.     Then    it  will  devolve   upon   the   convention   to   decide  whe^^^ 
they  shall  or  shall  not  be  given  seats  in  'this  convention;  but  I  say  to  you  th^** 
is  a  most  extraordinary  and  a  most  dangerous  pro<eeding  for  any  delegatioi^ 
say  that  men  who  are  not  members  of  an  organization  shall  be  seated  as  J^' 
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in  the  coiiveDtion.     For  tluit  reason,  I  appeal   from  the  decision  of  the 

elegate  Green  (Wm.) — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  Little 
jxpect  when  called  to  preside  over  this  convention  a  few  minutes  ago  that 
going  to  run  up  against  such  a  proposition  as  this.  Otherwise^  had  I 
it,  I  would  have  gracefully  declined.  However,  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow 
tes.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  fo'r  this  question  to  be  decided  l)y  this  con- 
1 ;  and  in  addition  to  that,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  for  Pelegate  Farring- 

exercise  his  right  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  as  a  delegate;  and 
all,  do  I  recognize  his  right  under  all  mode  of  i>arliamentary  procedure 
>eal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair.  Under  no  circumstances  whatever 
1,  as  a  presiding  officer,  desire  to  leave  the  faintest  impression  that  that 
u  should  not  bo  put  to  this  tribunal  and  decided  by  them  unrestricted 
dimited. 

fie  reason  why  T  think  the  decision  of  the  chair  should  be  the  decision 
;  convention  is  for  this  reason,  especially:  The  Credentials  Committee 
ard  arguments  offered  by  the  delegates  whose  seats  have  been  contestx^d, 
so  by  those  who  had  protested  their  seats.  T  have  a  right  to  assume  that 
ides  were  given  ample  opi>ortunity  to  present  their  refisons  for  taking  the 
u  that  each  did.  And  T  have  a  right  to  presume  that  tlie  Credentials 
ttee  impartially  weighed  the  evidence  that  was  submitted.  That  being 
je,  we  can  understand  and  appreciate  how  difficult  it  was  for  them  to  de- 
lis  question,  because  they  brought  to  this  convention,  not  a  clear-cut  deci- 
\  to  whether  or  not  these  delegates  were  entitled  to  seats  here,  but  rather 
nended  that  it  be  referred  to  the  convention  for  you  to  decide. 

motion  was  regularly  made  that  their  report  would  be  accepted.  By  an 
lelming  vote — aye,  I  say  practically  unanimously — the  convention  decided 
ley  would  accept  their  report,  which  carried  witli  it  that  they  would  decide 
lestion.  That  motion  was  immediately  followed  by  another  motion  that 
lopted  by  this  convention,  and  that  is  now  [)euding.     Now  then,  for  the 

thfit  this  has  already  beeomc  tiie  property  of  the  convention.  I  ruled 
le  point  of  order  raised  by  Delegate  Farrington  was  not  well  taken, 
y  friends,  if  the  point  of  order  that  he  raised  was  proper  and  right,  then 
lid  have  been  raised  before  this  matter  became  the  pi()i>erry  of  the  con- 
a.  In  addition  to  that  T  recognize  that,  in  accor<lance  with  parliamentary 
lie  presiding  officer  is  merely  the  medium  through  whicli  the  convention 
ses  its  sovereign  will,  and  no  presiding  oflieer,  I  care  not  who  he  is,  is 
lOugh  to  preside  over  any   deliberative  l»ody   who  will  attempt,   by  any 
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methods,  to  gag  or  limit  the  action  of  that  deliberative  body.  And  for  t 
reason  I  believe  more  than  ever  that  the  oouveiition  should  express  itself  u 
the  question  that  is  now  pending. 

In  addition  to  that,  this  is  an  important  question,  affecting  perhaps 
welfare  of  our  union  in  the  Pittsburgh  district.  I  arose  this  morning  and 
jected  to  debate  being  closed  before  those  who  were  asking  for  a  seat  1: 
could  be  heard.  My  friends,  I  think  we  would  make  a  serious  mistake,  a  v 
mistake,  and  we  would  be  violating  parliauientary  procedure  and  parliament 
law  if  we  would  send  these  men  })ack  to  the  Pittsburgh  district,  there  to 
their  fellow  men  that  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  ^ 
Workers  of  America  had  refused  to  hear  their  arguments  aa  to  why  tliey  she 
he  seated  here.  We  cannot  afford  to  do  that,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  j 
liamentary  precedent  or  parliamentary  procedure  that  will  deny  the  humb 
member  within  the  ranks  of  our  union  the  right  to  be  heard  upon  any  quest 
affecting  liis  interest. 

That  is  all  I  have  to  spy.  I  know  this  convention  will  decide  this  ri( 
It  will  decide  it  justly,  and  as  chairman,  temporarily  presiding  over  this  c 
vention,  1  did  not  want  to  gag  it,  I  wanted  to  give  it  an  unlimited  exercise  of 
power  and  authority  in  deciding  this  question,  and  for  this,  and  for  other  i 
sous,  I  believe  that  the  point  of  order  should  be  overruled. 

Delegate  Farrington — Would  a  question  of  information  be  in  order? 

President  White — Not  now.  You  have  had  your  day  in  court.  The  qx 
is  now:     Shall  the  decision  of  the  presiding  officer  be  the  decision  of  the  hou 

A  vote  was  taken  and  President  White  stated  that  the  decision  of 
chair  was  sustained. 

Delegate  Hefferly — A  question  of  information.  I  want  to  know  fi 
Delegate  Farrington  who  is  obstructing  the  work  of  this  convention. 

President  White — Your  point  is  not  in  order.     Delegate  Fcehan  has 
floor. 

Delegate  Feehan.  District  5 — I  supposed  that  when  the  committee  wo 
report  on  these  credentials,  ic  would  entail  a  ^ood  deal  of  trouble.  My  o 
rcf^ret  is  that,  in  order  to  get  an  opportunity  to  thoroughly  expose  tl 
men,  they  did  not  bring  their  appeal  into  this  convention,  present  it  to 
Grievance  Committee  or  to  this  convention,  and  then  the  entire  matter  1 
is  in  dispute  could  be  gone  over.  Then  the  controversy  in  the  Pittsburgh 
trict  would  have  been  given  a  full  airing — and  I  know  what  your  ver 
would  have  been  after  you  had  heard  the  evidence. 

I  felt  satisfied   when  I  appeared  before   the  International   Credent 
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^^"^xxiittee  that  they  themselves  had  received  sufficient  information  from 
tUe  ^^fficers  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  to  have  justified  them  in  discarding 
^"^  ciTcdentials  of  those  men.  The  committee  evidently  has  reached  no  de- 
cision.  They  received  the  information,  both  from  the  district  officials  and 
f^orix  the  International  officials,  that  these  men  were  expelled  and  were  re- 
&^^<i«d  as  expelled  members  of  this  organization;  yet  thoy  bring  these  cre- 
^**^t;ials  to  the  convention  without  recommendation,  they  bring  the  contro- 
^'^^sy"  here  in  such  a  way  that  it  cannot  be  given  proper  consideration.  They 
"^S^li't  have  said  to  those  men,  *'This  information  is  sufficient  tb  show  you 
®^^'  tiot  members  of  this  union.  Go  and  make  an  appeal  to  the  convention 
*^**  reinstatement;  make  an  appeal  to  the  International  Executive  Board  for 
'■c?i  restatement,  then  bring  your  case  properly  before  the  delegates,  instead 
^^  ^^jing  to  sneak  into  this  convention  and  sneak  into  this  organization 
^*"J-oiigh  the  Credentials  Committee." 

Afy  friends,  this  is  characteristic  of  this  man  Gibbons  and  his  associates. 

^^    lias  been  sneaking  around  and  prowling  around  through  the  organization 

^^    ^t>i strict  5  in  the  very  same  manner  he  is  trying  to  get  a  seat  in  this  con- 

^^^^'tion.     He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  verdict  of  the  mine  workers  who  had 

as&exKibled  in  the  last  District  Annual  Convention,  and  still  complains  al.out 

^i**  action.    He  refTised  to  be  present  when  that  convention  was  in  session, 

^    ^Smored  the  International  Executive  Board;  and,  as  the  committee  of  the 

'^*^ ^national  officials,  or  the  International  Executive  Board,  decided  when 

*^^y^    lianded  it  down  after  a  twenty-three  day  session  in  Pittsburgh,  Gibbons 

^      Ilia  associates  had  violated  every  written  law  and  every  principle  of 

^     ^Jnited  Mine  Workers  and  of  the  trades  union  movement. 

^e  haven't  an  organization  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  that  is  like  the 

*^*^*^izations  west  of  us,  and  it  is  unfortunate  for  you  men  and  for  the 

^^     workers  in  our  state  that  we  haven  't.    We  do  not  have  the  closed  shop 

*^^>''.    We  can  expel  a  man  for  treacherous  conduct,  but  we  cannot  remove 

^       ^rom  the  mine;  he  is  permitted  to  work  there  or  in  any  mine  in  the 

"^^<jt.    Our  organization  has  not  acquired  that  strength  the  organizations 

'^     of  us  have,  and  the  reason  of  it  is  that  coal  corporations,  through  their 

^-wrecking  agencies,  can  employ  hundreds  and  thousands  of  traitors  to 

^     on  the  inside  of  our  organization  and  create  dissension  and  division, 

Continue  to  try  to  disrupt  and  destroy  the  effectiveness  of  what  union 

**^ve  in  the  Pittsburgh  district.    It  is  known  to  every  one  who  is  familiar 

**     the  history  of  the  organization  that  such  agencit's  have  been   in   the 

^^burgh  district  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  they  arc  at  pres<'nt 
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operatiiig  there.  A  man  can  get  on  the  pay  roll  of  those  agencies  and  draw 
from  $25  a  month  to  $150  and  $250  a  month  if  he  performs  the  services  the 
coal  companies  expect  of  him  in  the  way  of  destroying  the  union  and  retard- 
ing its  progress. 

You  do  not  have  that  to  contend  with  in  the  West.  When  this  man 
Gibbons  appeared  on  the  floor  this  morning  begging  for  admission,  it  was 
characteristic  of  him.  Tf  you  had  seen  him  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  a 
union-wrecking  crew  in  the  Pittsburgh  district,  you  would  have  seen  a  diflfer- 
ent  Gibbons.  He  was  serving  in  another  capacity  then,  not  begging  and 
making  it  appear  to  you  ho  was  desirous  of  being  in  the  union.  I  don 't  dis- 
pute that  one  statement  he  made — that  he  was  desirous  of  belonging  to  the 
union.    He  is  Jiot  of  much  use  to  his  employer  where  we  have  got  him  now. 

I  say  to  Gibbons  and  the  others  that  if  the  union  men  of  the  district 
are  going  to  run  the  union,  Gibbons  and  others  are  going  to  be  kept  on  the 
outside.  In  this  fight  they  have  been  carrying  on  in  the  Pittsburgh  district 
they  are  not  meeting  with  much  success.  You  will  observe  that  every  year 
this  same  trouble  comes  up,  and  it  is  going  to  continue.  Western  Pennsylvania, 
the  Pittsburgh  district,  is  on  the  frontier  fighting  the  most  important  battles 
for  this  union,  surrounded  by  150,000  non-union  bituminous  coal  miners  in 
Pennsylvania  alone,  and  75,000  on  the  other  side  of  them  in  West  Virginia. 
There  wc  are,  fighting  the  agencies  that  are  corrupting  and  employing 
traitors  to  destroy  our  union.  We  have  handled  them  successfully  at  home, 
and  I  do  not  expect  that  this  organization,  the  International  Union,  is  going 
to  desert  the  miners  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  and  give- consideration  to  men 
who  are  employed  in  that  capacity. 

Read  the  report  of  your  International  President.  He  will  tell  you  what 
the  dual  organization  was  organized  for  and  established  for  in  the  Pittsburgh 
district.  He  makes  it  i)lain  that  it  was  launched  by  Gibbons  and  his  asso- 
ciates. For  what  purposo?  To  destroy  the  hopes  and  aspirations  and  am- 
bitions of  the  20,000  mine  workers  in  the  Trwin  Field.  That  struggle  was  on 
against  tiie  greatest  coal  trust  in  the  United  States.  The  organization  was 
making  progress.  District  5  led  the  fight,  and  the  oflScials  of  District  5  were 
making  good  progress,  making  headway  against  the  trusts;  they  were  going 
down  in  defeat  and  they  had  to  come  \nthin  our  own  ranks  to  gather  together  a 
lot  of  men  who  had  no  iutercst  in  the  organization,  a  lot  of  men  they  could 
use  as  tools  and  hirelings  and  launch  a  dual  organization  right  in  our  own 
district   to  kvc\i  us  omplnve<i  at  homi'.     Tliey  want  to  destroy  our  district  be- 
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cause  it  is  a  menace  to  the  Tion-tinion  fields,  and  sooner  or  later  its  influence 
will  be  extended  into  the  non-union  coal  fields  if  it  is  allowed  to  progress. 

And  when  Gibbons  stands  up  here  and  says  he  believed  he  was  right, 
T  say  he  is  a  rotten  liar  if  ever  there  was  one!  Yes,  he  is  working  in  the 
mines!  He  has  been  working  around  in  great  shape  recently,  from  one  place 
to  another!  He  was  expelled  by  his  own  local  umon  for  treachery  to  it 
before  he  was  exx)elled  by  the  district  convention.  If  you  saw  Gibbons  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district  when  he  was  striving  to  destroy  this  union,  he  was 
a  different  man  from  the  man  begging  a  seat  in  the  convention  today,  as  humble 
as  it  is  possible  for  a  man  to  be. 

I  would  like  to  have  had  this  thing  all  out.  I  would  have  given  the 
convention  some  information  about  these  characters.  If  the  International 
organization  will  institute  an  investigation,  it  will  find  within  the  Pittsburgh 
district,  the  seat  of  all  the  corruption  in  the  organzation.  If  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  had  investigated  they  would  have  found  that  men 
from  other  districts  were  doing  well  there,  that  they  found  it  pleasant  to 
work  in  our  district,  coming  from  districts  that  had  Tery  much  more  attrac- 
tive wage  scales.  Something  attracts  them  to  the  Pittsburgh  district.  I  am 
sure  it  is  not  our  wage  scale  or  working  conditions;  but  ex-oflScials  from  all 
over  the  United  States  have  come  to  work  in  District  5,  and  we  find  them  all 
working  in  the  one  way. 

These  men  appealed  their  case  in  a  bunch  to  the  International  Executive 
Board.  When  did  they  do'itf  After  the  Irwin  Field  strike  had  been  called 
off,  after  the  work  of  destruction  had  been  done,  after  twenty  of  our  fellow 
mine  workers  had  sacrificed  their  lives,  and  after  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
them  had  been  shot  and  wounded  the  miners  went  down  in  defeat.  Then 
the  dual  organization  decided  to  leave  their  case  to  the  International  Execu- 
tive Board.  They  decided  then  to  .abide  by  the  decision  of  the  International 
Kxecutive  Board.  They  had  done  their  work,  they  had  fulfilled  their  mis- 
sion, they  had  done  what  they  wero  organized  for,  they  came  and  said  they 
wanted  to  conform  to  the  laws,  they  wanted  to  be  union  men! 

And  men  will  get  up  here  and  say  they  want  to  eliminate  the  factions  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district,  that  they  want  peace  and  harmony  in  this  organi- 
zation! I  want  to  say  that  you  can  preach  harmony  and  unity  for  the  next 
two  months  in  this  convention  and  it  is  not  going  to  affect  the  organization 
in  the  Pittsburgh  district.  There  could  have  been  harmony  in  the  last  six 
years  I  have  been  President,  as  there  has  been  in  District  17,  West  Virginia, 
if  Feehan  and  his  associate  officers  would  have  been  subject  to  the  dictates 
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of  the  coal  corporatious  and  if  they  had  allowed  the  coal  operators'  associa 
tiODs  to  become  a  part  of  their  organization^  or  had  permitted'  the  Umte( 
Mine  Workers  to  be  used  as  an  auxiliary;  hut  it  would  have  been  at  tb 
priee  I  was  unwilling  to  pay. 

The  miners  have  lost  nothing  through  the  strike;  we  have  successful! 
kept  the  coal  corporations  at  bay,  and  they  have  no  influence  whatever  wit 
our  organization.  Because  we  have  fought  so  successfully  we  do  not  wac 
such  men  as  Qibbous  and  Kephart  in  the  organization.  And  there  ar 
others  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  we  do  not  want,  and  the  miners  in  tb 
annual  convention  decided  they  did  not  want  them.  If  they  can  go  bac 
there  and  convince  the  United  Mine  Workers  they  are  going  to  do  what 
right  in  the  future,  that  they  will  get  away  from  those  influences  that  ha\ 
been  using  them  in  the  past  while  they  were  trying  to  destroy  the  organ 
zation,  the  miners  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  will  reinstate  them,  and  not  unt 
then. 

These  men  are  trying  to  get  in  the  back  door.  They  have  ignored  ever 
written  law,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  International  Executive  Board.  The? 
want  to  continue  to  defy  the  United  Mine  Workers.  Vou  heard  Kephai 
say  he  still  regarded  himself  as  a  member.  He  is  representing  a  local  unio 
»bout  ten  miles  from  his  home;  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  local  union  at  tli 
mine  where  he  is  working;  they  will  not  permit  him  to  be  a  member,  an 
before  we  could  get  a  cent  of  tax  or  assessment  from  the  local  union  h 
formerly  held  his  membership  in  the  Intornational  otticials  had  to  go  thor 
and  fight  for  a  month  to  have  the  local  put  out  of  existence.  The  distric 
organization  spent  hundreds  of  dollars  to  get  the  matter  settled.  Fiuall; 
we  organized  a  new  local  union  and  the  old  local  refused  to  surrender  it 
charter  and  supplies.    And  then  they  tell  you  they  are  union  men! 

My  friends,  this  controversy  has  cost  the  International .  organiwitioi 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  the  greatest  loss  you  have  sustained! 
all  of  you  in  addition  to  the  men  who  fought  so  nobly  in  Westmorelam 
county  for  sixteen  months,  was  the  loss  of  the  Westmoreland  strike.  Tha 
was  the  price  you  paid  for  the  controversy  in  the  Pittsburgh  district;  tha 
is  what  the  dual  organization  did  for  this  organization,  and  if  you  knew  th 
faets  as  the  International  Executive  Board  know  then,  and  as  I  kno' 
them,  I  know  what  you  would  have  done  with  Gibbons  and  Kephart  or  an 
one  else  who  came  here  and  tried  to  deceive  this  delegation,  tried  to  snpa 
in  and  get  into  the  good  graces  of  the  membership  again. 

They  cannot  square  themselves  as  long  as  they  live;  they  car  never  unc 
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»hc*  injury  they  did  this  union,  and  T  say  to  yon  men:  Reject  their  credenti&Ui 
3^<1  2^t  them  go  back  and  fight  it  out.  We  arc  going  to  fight  as  long  as  we  are 
ther€»>«  We  have  done  it  for  six  years.  Every  time  they  have  done  us  an  injury 
^^e  licLve  exposed  them.  The  union  wrecking  agency  in  the  Pittsburgh  district 
will  continue  its  work;  }?ut  you  will  find  there  is  a  hand  of  union  men  in  the 
Pit;i:fait>urgh  district  that  is  going  to  keej*  on  fighting,  and  the  organization  is 
goin^-  to  keep  on  growing,  making  the  same  progress  it  has  during  the  past 
nuinl  >^r  of  years.  I  am  proud  to  say  that,  despite  the  battles  we  have  been 
"SrJ^t-iTig^  we  have  made  as  mucli  and  more  progress  than  any  other  district  or- 
ga»n.3c«4tidn  in  the  United  States  for  tlie  past  five  years  and  we  are  going  to 
fontix^-ue  to  make  that  progress. 

H>elegate  Thorpe,  District  (> — I  desire  to  ask  Mr.  Feehan  a  question.  Our 
statro  C3f  Ohio  was  deluged  with  Gibbons  circulars.  We  thought  there  the  organi- 
zatiox^  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  miners  financed  that  matter.  We  would 
^  ^  "^  o  ask  Mr.  Feehan  if  the  Western  Pennsylvania  miners  financed  all  this 
'clu^^^  of  circulars,  including  *' Lifting  tlie  Lid,"  which  went  all  over  our 
<li«ti-i^.^ 

^^^elegate  Feehan — One  year  ago.  or  over  a  year  ago,  when  this  man  Gibbons 

^     <^ candidate  for  president  of  the  district  there,  $150,000  was  spent  for  the 

''      r^^^^e  of  discrediting  me  and  bringing  about  his  election.     That  he  was  the 

that  he  was  the  agent  and  the  representative  of  the  coal  company  was 

*^      evident  from  the  fact  that  fake  labor  sheets  owned  by  the  eoal  corpora- 

^     ^nd  directed  by  them  s[»ent  hundreds  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  trying 

*-^^«at  Feehan.     And  these  men  were  the  tools,  and  the  International  Execu- 

*^oard  so  decided,  that  they  were  either  knowingly  or  unknowingly  the  tools 

^''^ents  of  the  conspiratc»rs  who  sought  to  destroy  the  United  Mine  Workers 

.  ^^"^eri<ia.    And,  as  was  said  by  a  speaker  the  other  day,  it  is  generally  known 

tho 


X- 


^  X  the  organization  is  to  be  destroyed  it  will  be  by  the  men  inside,  and  when 
^>an  get  men  like  Gibbons  and  others  on  the  inside  that  is  when  they  will 
-^^Tie  their  work  of  destruction, 
^^r.  Gibbons  asked  the  privilege  of  the  floor. 
f^^  ~~  liairman  Green — Under  the  rules  of  the  convention  it  will  be  necessary 

*->^  chair  to  recognize  all  who  desire  to  speak  before  delegates  can  speak  the 
^^^  time. 
^-^Icgate  Robb.  District  1 1 — Messrs.  Gibbons.  Kephart  and  their  colleagnet 
^S>iized   the  International   Executive  Board   as  an   authority.     They  quite 
^^^  at  that  time  that  they  were  willing  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
^*1.     That  being  the  ease,  T  do  not  see  why  the  question  should  be  raised 
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today  and  the  time  of  this  cnnveiitiou  si>ent  arguing  the  case  after  they  ac- 
cepted the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board.  Those  men  came  into 
the  conference  and  they  were  supposed  to  be  free  men.  I  don't  see  why  today 
they  come  in  and  ask  for  reinstatement,  although  they  have  never  made  applica- 
tion to  the  proper  authorities. 

Another  question  occurs  to  me.  They  made  application  for  reinstate- 
ment in  December,  but  the  reinstatement  as  issued  from  the  International  Exec- 
utive Board  carried  uith  it  tliaf  they  must  comply  with  certain  provisions. 
Those  provisions  have  not  been  complied  ^vith.  as  T  understand.  Until  these 
men  comply  with  the  provisions  of  our  Tnternational  Executive  Board  I  do  not 
see  how  we  cxin  recognize  them  as  delegates  to  this  convention. 

President  Wliite — In  order  that  the  delegates  might  understand  the  action 
at  the  Chicago  meeting,  I  desire  to  say  that  wo  endeavored  even  during  the  de- 
liberations at  Pittsburgh,  to  have  these  gentlemen  representing  the  dual  organi- 
zation release  the  funds  of  the  district  union  which  wore  tied  up  from  last 
April  down  until  after  the  Chicago  meeting.  And  when  these  gentlemen  made 
applicatior  in  the  manner  they  did,  the  Board  ruled  and  instructed  the  Secre- 
tary to  advise  Mr.  Gibbons  and  his  associates  liow  to  make  their  appeal,  and 
laid  down  certain  conditions  which  we  felt  should  be  met,  that  they  acknowledge 
the  decision  of  the  Executive  lioard  and  release  the  money,  and  their  case  could 
receive  the  consideration  of  the  Board.  The  money  was  in  the  courts  of  Alle- 
gheny county  at  that  particular  time. 

Delegate  P^arrington — Mr.  (^^hairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  For  fear  there 
may  be  in  the  minds  of  this  delegation  the  imi>rossion  that  I  favor  the  seceding 
organization  whose  delegates'  seats  are  now  in  contest,  because  of  my  action 
in  raising  the  point  of  order  a  few  moments  ago,  I  want  at  this  time  to  take 
occasion  to  say,  and  say  it  in  such  language  as  to  leave  no  possible  chance  for 
a  misunderstanding,  that  I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  their  being  given  any 
recognition  by  this  convention. 

As  a  member  of  the  international  Executive  Board,  I  sat  for  thirty  days  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh  listening  to  the  testimony  prt)  and  con  of  both  parties 
connected  with  the  two  organizations,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  if 
ever  it  was  proved  that  men  were  guilty  of  violating  their  obligation  and  everj- 
law  and  every  principle  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  it  was  shown  during  that 
hearing  that  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  associate  officers  were  guilty  of  that 
offense.  If  ever  a  set  of  officers  in  this  organization  proved  their  right  to  be 
i-ustained  in  their  position,  that  right  to  l;e  sustained  was  shown  by  the  regular 
officials  of  that  district.     There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  gentlemen,  but  what 
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Tb€  things  that  have  been  told  you  by  President  Feehan  are  absolutely  correct. 
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  what  there  did,  and  does,  exist  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh district  a  gigantic  conspiracy,  financed  by  great  corporations  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  power  and  efficiency  of  the  mine  workers*  organiza- 
tion in  that  district. 

I  say  to  you  that,  even  though  I  tried  to  have  this  convention  refuse  to 
consider  the  matter  at  this  lime,  I  did  not  do  so  because  of  any  desire  within 
my  mind  to  see  these  men  seated  in  this  convention,  but  in  order  that  it  might 
be  sent  back  to  tho  proper  tribunal,  and  the  work  of  this  convention  might 
be  expedited. 

-  I  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three  who  wrote  the  decision  that  was  adopted 
by  the  International  Executive  Board  that  resulted  in  this  dual  movement  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district  being  \^'iped  out.  I,  as  one  member  of  that  committee, 
was  thoroughly  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  the  men  who  had  been  leading 
that  movement  should  be  thrown  out  of  this  organization,  bag  and  baggage, 
and  never  again  permitted  to  become  members  thereof.  While  this  convention 
has  refused  to  sustain  my  point  of  order,  which  meant  the  expediting  of  the 
work  of  this  convention,  f  want  to  plead  with  you  now  to  refuse  to  seat  these 
men  as  delegates  in  this  convention.  If  they  are  entitled  to  representation  and 
seats  amotig  honest,  loyal  members  of  this  organization,  then  I  say  to  you  that 
the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  has  resolved  itself  into  an  institution 
where  men  may  violate  every  law  and  principle  of  the  organization  to  their  own 
interest  and  secure  representation  in  the  highest  councils  within  the  organiza- 
tion. 

Delegate  Savage,  District  6 — I  T;\ish  to  ask  President  White  a  question.  Is 
it  true  that  the  International  organization  some  time  last  summer  expelled 
from  the  International  Union  about  twenty  or  thirty  local  unions  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh district? 

President  White — ^I  desire  to  .say  that  the  International  organization  in- 
structed the  President  of  the  International  Union  that  unless  the  local  unions 
that  were  supporting  the  Gibbons'  faction  of  the  organization  would  comply 
Avith  the  wishes  of  the  International  Executive  Board  and  remain  in  the  organ- 
isadon  and  comply  with  its  laws  that  the  President  was  instructed  to  revoke 
their  charters.  He  was  also  at  the  same  time  instructed  to  serve  notice  on  the 
oi)erators  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  who  were  aiding  and  abetting  this  movement 
that  they  should  pay  the  checkoff  of  the  miners '  orjranization  there  to  the  regu- 
Jar  organization,  of  which  Frnncia  Fccban  wa^<  president.     And  in  compliance 
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with  tbose  instructions,  those  orders  were  issued  to  the  local  unions  in  ques'^^  -'^ 
and  the  circular  sent  to  the  operators  in  the  Pittsburgh  district. 

Delegate  Savage — After  that  was  done,  when  thcso  local  unions  had  ec^^ 
plied  with  the  instructions  of  the  International  otficers,  were  not  these  \9^^ 
unions  permitted  to  b^-conie  nu'ml)ers  in  good   standing  in  the   United  Mi'o^ 
Workers  of  America? 

President  WMte — There  is  a  distinction  witli  a  decided  difference  in  the 
question  rhat  you  ask.  The  chairman  was  instructed  to  revoke  the  charter  of 
the  local  unions,  and  as  a  result  of  that  order,  along  with  other  incidents  that 
developed,  the  representatives  of  the  dual  organization  and  the  regular  organiza- 
tion agreed  to  meet  the  International  President  and  his  associates.  As  a  result 
of  that  meeting  they  decided  to  submit  their  issues  to  the  International  Execu- 
tive Board,  which  we  had  requested  tlieni  to  do  on  the  4th  day  of  April.  They 
finally  did  it  on  the  13th  day  of  August,  and  when  the  decision  of  the  Boar<l 
was  handed  down  it  reinstated  all  of  the  local  unions  affected  that  had  sup- 
ported the  Gibbons'  organization  to  good  standing  on  the  payment  of  the  August 
per  capita  tax  to  the  district  and  International  Union,  with  the  specific  ex- 
ception that  I  made  this  morning,  that  further  exactions  would  be  determined 
by  President  Feehan  and  myself. 

Delegate  Savage — When  the  International  organization  accepted  that  propo- 
sition and  these  local  unions  were  reinstated  by  complying  with  the  instructions 
of  the  International  officers  and  paid  their  per  capita  tax,  didn't  that  mean  that 
every  member  of  that  local  union,  wherever  it  was  situated,  was  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  this  union  f 

President  White — No,  it  did  not.  The  members  affected  by  the  ruling  of 
the  Board,  as  I  understand  it,  were  the  members  affected  by  reason  of  the  order 
authorizing  the  President  to  revoke  their  charters  unless  they  would  comply. 
The  men  affected  by  the  expubiiou  order  now  in  question  were  expelled  by  the 
distziet  convention  of  one  year  ago,  or  last  March,  and  consequently  did  not 
coma  within  the  purview  of  the  Board 's  decision. 

Delegate  Savage — Did  the  International  officers  make  that  specific  when 
they  took  these  local  unions  back  into  the  union  f 

President  White — Yes,  I  think  they  not  only  made  it  specific  when  the 
Board  was  considering  the  report  of  the  eomuiittee  whidi  determined  the  status 
of  the  controversy  in  the  Pittsburgh  district,  but  a  motion  was  made  that  this 
Board  also  recommend  to  the  executive  board  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  the  re- 
instatement of  these  mon  who  uri*  now  in  question,  and  after  a  long  and  tedious 
dehttte  the  Board  refused  to  do  it  on  two  jrronnds — first,  that  they  had  made  no 
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^=^ pplication  in  the  form  of  an  appeal  setting  forth  how  or  in  what  manner  they 
^Aad  been  expelled,  or  what  complaints  they  bad  to  offer  against  such  action; 
'Xnd,  second,  because  they  had  not  in  any  manner  or  form  submitted  any  e'vi- 
<ilence  or  made  it  a  part  of  their  bill  of  particulars  before  that  Board. 

Delegate  Savage — Did  the  International  organization  instruct  the  local 
Union  Mr.  Gibbons  was  a  member  of  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  this  organ- 
ization f 

President  White — T  think  not  only  the  International  Board,  but  the  dis- 
trict convention  of  the  Pittsburgh  district,  which  was  held  to  be  regular  by  the 
Tnternational  Executive' Board,  notified  their  local  unions  to  notify  these  indi- 
viduals that  they  were  expelled,  and  until  that  order  was  rescinded,  set  aside 
or  amended  in  any  way,  that  the  action  of  that  convention  could  not  be  set  aside. 
In  addition  to  that,  I  might  say  that  the  Board  held  that,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  these  gentlemen  were  expelled  from  the  organization  in  the  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict by  the  regular  annual  convention,  it  was  not  within  the  province  of  the 
executive  board  of  District  5  to  undo  the  act  of  the  higher  tribunal,  namely. 
District  5's  regular  annual  convention. 

A  Delegate — A  point  of  order.  Delegates  have  the  privilege  of  the  floor 
for  five  minutes.  Of  course,  during  the  controversy  between  Feehan  and  Gib- 
bons, they  were  given  a  little  bit  more  than  other  delegates. 

Chairman  Green — Questions  are  in  order. 

Delegate  Savage — T  want  to  ask  Mr.  Gibbons  a  question.  Was  your  local 
union  instructed  by  the  International  organization  or  otherwise  that  you  were 
not  a  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America? 

Mr.  Gibbons — I  will  ans\»er  that  by  saying  no. 

Delegate  Savage — I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Kephart  if  that  is  true  of  his  local 
union? 

Mr.  Kephart — T  will  answer  the  question  with  some  explanations. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  cannot  allow  you  to  take  advantage  of.  a  ques- 
tion to  make  a  speech. 

A  Delegate — Let  him  answer  yes  or  no. 

Mr.  Kephart — I  don^t  think  I  have  any  local  union  at  the  present  time. 

Delegate  Savage — Are  you  a  member  of  a  local  union? 

A  Delegate — No. 

Chairman  Green — Has  he  answered  your  question? 

Delegate  Savage — I  haven't  beard  it  yet. 

Mr.  Kephart — I  cannot  answer  without  an  explanation  of  the  answer. 

Delegate  Savage — I  askcf*  Brother  Kephart  whether  the  local  union  he  is 
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a  member  of  was  notified  that  he  was  no  loiij^er  a  member  of  the  United  Mi** 
Workers  of  America. 

Mr.  Kepbart — No.     1  would  like  to  ask  Secretary  Perry  a  question. 

Chairman  Green — Delegate  Savage  is  asking  questions. 

Delegate  Feehan — A  point  of  }>orsonal  privilege.  I  desire  to  say  for  t  ^^^ 
information  of  Delegate  Savage  that  all  locals  were  notified  by  the  distrL  ^ 
officials  of  the  action  that  had  been  taken  by  the  district  convention. 

Delegate  Fitzpatnok,  District  o — If  he  don  't  belong  to  any  local  unio: 
he  has  no  right  to  be  permitted  in  this  convention. 

Delegate  Savage — I  was  assuming  that  every  man  appealing  for  a  seat  i 
this  convention  was  a  member  of  a  local  union.    That  is  why  I  asked  this  que^ 
tion.    I  will  state,  now  that  I  am  on  the  fioor,  that  as  I  understand  the  proposi 
tion,  the  International  organization  has  the  conduct  of  this  affair,  and  their  ml — 
ing  should  have  been  obeyed.    1  have  asked  Mr.  Gibbons  whether  his  local  unions 
had  been  notified  from  the  International  organizatrion  that  he  was  not  a  member 
of  this  union.    Ue  says  no.    As  1  understood  Mr.  Gibbons  this  morning,  he  has 
paid  his  per  capita  tax  into  that  union,  and  the  same  has  been  accepted  by 
the  International  Union.    Then  I  would  like  to  kno>v  who  has  the  power  to  turn 
a  member  out  of  the  union — whether  it  is  the  district  after  the  International 
has  taken  charge  of  "the  case  f 

I  have  always  assumed  that  if  a  local  union  took  my  dues  and  assessments, 
these  dues  and  assessments  have  been  paid  to  the  different  branches  of  the  or- 
ganization, that  then  I  am  a  legal  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America.  It  the  International  organization  has  expelled  these  men  they  should 
have  instructed  their  local  unions  not  to  accept  any  dues  from  Mr.  Gibbons  or 
any  other  member  or  person  that  was  not  entitled  to  be  a  member  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America.  That  is  the  point  I  have  been  trying  to  draw  out — 
whether  the  district  orginization  is  supreme  or  the  International  organization  is 
supreme  in  the  matter.  There  seems  to  be  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction  here.  The 
International  organization  as  I  understand  it  did  take  up  this  proposition.  The 
International  Executive  Board  did  take  the  matter  up  and  try  to  settle  it.  The 
International  organization  from  time  to  time  since  then  has  accepted  dues  and 
assessments  from  Robert  Gibbons  and  the  other  people  on  this  floor  who  are  now 
contending  for  their  seats.  That  is  the  point  I  want  made  clear  in  this  conven- 
tion, whether  an  organization  when  it  accepts  dues  and  assessments  from  a 
member  can  at  a  certain  time  when  they  see  fit,  without  any  further  charges, 
deprive  that  member  of  the  privileges  of  the  union. 

I  believe  if  a  member  of  this  organization  should  be  expelled,  then  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^^i^^X  union  should  be  notified  that  they  should  not  accept  any  dues  or  assess- 
<^x~i.ts  from  that  man,  no  matter  who  he  is.  That  is  a  case  that  ought  to  be 
t^'t;X<ed  now,  so  that  we  can  govern  ourselves  in  the  future  accordingly.  I  know 
^  :f  sr  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  if  I  knew  a  person  was  not  eligible  to  be 
>xi  ember  of  our  union  I  would  notify  the  local  union  not  to  accept  any  dues 
sissessments  from  him;  and  if  they  would  tender  dues  and  assessments  into 
*^**  district  office,  and  I  knew  that  any  part  of  that  local  union  *s  payment  car- 
^c^  with  it  the  dues  and  asseRsments  of  a  man  not  entitled  to  membership  in 
'^■*"      union,  I  would  return  the  money  to  them;  I  would  refuse  to  take  it. 

President  White — Brother  Savage,  you  seem  to  have  a  wrong  impression, 
lending  from  your  remarks,  and  1  want  to  put  you  clear.  The  International  or- 
"^-K^^i^ation  did  not  expel  these  men,  but  the  district  organization  expelled  them 
'^^  notified  their  local  unions.  We  stood  ready,  and  notified  all  of  these  in divid- 
^^"^^  to  come  into  the  courts  of  our  organization  to  have  a  hearing,  and  they 
^^^xised  to  do  that. 

Delegate  Savage — You  accepted  their  dues  and  assessments! 
President  White — ^No;  the  local  unions  that  were  supporting  these  men  in 
^^oiT  fight  refused  to  obey  the  mandates  of  the  district  organization. 

Delegate  Savage — Then  after  the   local   unions  refused  to   do   that,  you 
^^ould  not  have  accepted  dues  and  assessments  from  those  local  organizations. 
President  White — The  International  organization  did  not  get  the  dues  and 
assessments,  because  they  held  that  money  up  to  support  the  dual  movement. 

Delegate  Savage — I  want  to  ask  Secretary  Ferry  if  he  has  not  accepted 
dues  from  these  local  unions  since  the  month  of  August? 

Secretary  Perry — I  have;  but  I  want  to  say  that  what  Brother  White  has 
stated  is  true.  The  tax  that  should  have  gone  to  the  regular  District  5  was  used 
to  maintain  that  dual  organization,  and  that  was  not  sufficient  to  maintain  it. 
Louis  McGrew  and  an  attorney  that  was  working  for  them  had  to  make  dona- 
tions to  them. 

Delegate  Savage — I  want  to  ask  you  if  you  have  not  accepted  dues  and 
assessments,  and  they  paid  them  to  you  since  the  month  of  August,  last 
year?  ♦ 

Secretary  Ferry — I  suppose  that  I  have;  but  let  me  say  further  that 
the  local  union  that  Brother  Kcphart  formerly  belonged  to  is  not  now  in 
existence. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  will  have  to  rule  that  this  running  fire  will 
have  to  cease.    Is  Delegate  Savage  through? 

Delegate  Edmunds,  District   13 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates: 
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It  was  aaiii  this  nioniing  that  the  merits  of  this  controversy  would  not  ^-^ 
gone  into,  and  1  was  very  much  iu  hopes  that  it  would  not  be  gone  '\sX> 
.Almost  everyone  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  is  ready  to  admit  that  ^ 
has  been  gone  into  more  or  less.  I  want  to  say,  as  one  member  of  this  organ  -^ 
zation,  and  being  in  that  particular  part  of  the  country  at  the  time  tbt-^ 
matter  came  up,  that  there  are  things  that  are  pending  at  present  that  th^ 
membership,  especially  the  delegates  her  assembled,  should  know. 

Xow  the  information  that  is  sought  by  the  speaker  who  just  left  the 
floor  is  whether  or  not  the  local  unions  to  whieh  these  contested  memWry 
belong,  oi  the  local  unions  the  contested  credentials  are  from,  were  notifio*! 
that  these  men  were  not  in  good  standing.    I  want  to  say  to  you,  gentlemen, 
from  my  own  personal  knowledge  and  by  tl»e  testimony  of  one  of  the  gentle- 
men in  question,  namely,  Mr.  Kephart,  that   these  local  unions  were  notified 
by  the  recognized  oflicials  of  District  o,  and  also  by  the  International  Union 
that  they  were  not  in  good  standing;  and  the  jmsition  that  they  are  taking 
in  this  convention  at  this  time  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  their  local  unions 
refused  to  accept  the  notifications  and  sent    them  back  from  whence  they 
came.    That  is  why  they  claim  they  were  not  notifie<l.    They  knew  al]  about 
it;  but  they  turned  it  down  as  being  negative  information,  not  worthy  of 
their  consideration;  that  is  the  status  of  the  case  in  regard  to  the  notification. 

There  is  another  little  phase  of  this  proposition  that  it  appears  to  my 
mind  has  not  been  made  clear  in  this  controversy.  Some  want  to  raise  the 
question — and  I  believe  they  are  honest  in  rnisinjr  it — why  is  there  a  dis- 
tinction made  between  the  restoration  of  the  local  unions  into  membership 
in  the  International  organization  and  the  men  whose  seats  are  being  con- 
tested! The  difference  is  this:  That  at  a  regularly  convened  convention 
under  the  laws  of  that  district,  namely,  District  5,  these  certain  parties — 
these  particular  parties — were  singled  out  by  the  judgment  of  the  delegates 
of  that  convention  and  were  disciplined  and  expelled  from  the  organization: 
and  the  local  unions  in  question  were  not  so  expelle<l.  They  were  not  ex- 
pelled as  individuals,  and  the  order  of  the  International  Executive  Board, 
as  I  unrlei stand  it  and  the  settlement  that  was  reached,  signed  by  all  parties 
concerned,  and  agreed  thereto,  was  that  those  locals  whose  charters  had  been 
revoked  by  the  International  Executive  Board  would  be  placed  in  good  stand- 
ing when  they  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  International  "Execu- 
tive Board. 

Then  why,  gentlemen,  should  it  be  unreasonable  to  think  that  these  gen- 
tlemen that  were  expelled  by  that  district  convention  should  not  comply  with 
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the  instructions  of  the  district  convention,  or  at  least  appeal  their  case  to  a 

higher   tribunal!     It  would  be  merely  a  matter  of  procedure,  and  we  want 

to   be    clear  on  this  matter,  and  know  what  we  are  voting  upon.     Do  not 

let  VIS  confound  the  local  unions  with  Mr.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Kephart  and  the 

otiiOT  gentlemen  concerned.     The  local  unions:  are  not  a  party  to  this  con- 

troversy  at  the  present  time.     Why?    Because  they  have  complied  with  the 

P^^ctions  of  the  International  Executive  Board.     Then,  gentlemen,  if  there 

^^  a  local  union  within  this  jurisdiction  of  the   United   Mine  Workers  of 

*^erica  that  absoluTiely  refuse  to  carry  out  the  mandates  or  the  orders  of 

tile  Internationa]  E'xecutive  Board,  or  the  provisions  of  the  International 

^'onstitution,  how  is  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  to  know  that  some 

one  individual  member  of  that  local  union  is  not  in  good  standing  when  the 

iocal  union  itself  will  not  report  such  a  fact? 

If  you  want  to  decide  this  ease  upon  its  merits,  why  do  you  want  to 
confuse  the  issues!  Why  do  you  want  to  conglomerate  this  matter?  Let  it 
be  clear  to  the  minds  of  each  and  every  delegate  here.  It  is  simply  this: 
1  want  to  say  here  and  now  that  from  the  experience  I  had  in  tlic  Pittsburg 
district  working  for  the  interest  of  this  organization,  when  the  times  were  so 
tumultous  in  this  district  that  a  man  that  was  representing  the  International 
(Tnion,  it  made  not  much  difference  as  to  his  creed,  his  color  or  his  national- 
ity, was  in  danger  to  even  go  into  a  town  where  the  Gibbonites  were  in 
power.  1  want  to  say  to  you,  gentlemen,. that  in  the  face  of  that  there  is 
not  a  delegate  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  that  realizes  with  more  sin- 
cerity and  earnestness  and  i)urpose  than  I  do  that  it  is  for  the  best  interest 
of  this  organization  that  this  breach  be  healed;  and  I  stand  ready  and  will- 
ing, as  one  delegate  in  this  convention  to  do  all  there  is  in  my  power  that  is 
honorable  and  just  to  do  to  restore  them  to  their  membership,  when  they 
come  in  through  the  proper  channels — at  the  front  door  and  not  by  the 
back  gate. 

Delegate  Bendall,  District  5— Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates: 
This  is  the  first  time  I  e\cr  set  my  eyes  on  Mr.  Gibbous.  I  know  nothing  of 
Mr.  Feehan,  only  by  reputation;  but  I  tell  you,  brothers,  this  thing  is  getting 
HeriouH.  You  want  to  weigh  this  thing  seriously  without  prejudice,  and  if 
possible  settle  it  in  an  amicable  way.  So  far  as  I  know,  our  local  and  all 
the  other  locals  are  working  on  that  line.  One  year  ago  in  the  local  that  I 
represent,  we  voted  in  favor  of  Gibbons.  They  issued  a  call  for  a  district 
fonventiou  in  Pittsburg.  Our  local  ignored  that  call,  and  when  the  call  came 
from   the   regular  district   officers,  of  which  President  Feehan   was   at  the 
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head,  our  local  recogiiizcil  that  and  sent  two  delegates  to  that  convention- 
That  shows  just  were  we  stood.  We  recognized  the  authority  of  that  con- 
vention, and  1  am  sorry  that  thiui^s  have  turned  out  in  the  way  they  have 
during  the  year  that  has  just  closed  in  the  No.  o  district. 

Appealing  to  the  capitalist  [)ress  tlie  way  these  articles  came  out  ^ 
reierence  to  the  controversy  between  the  two  factions — it  was  sometki^^ 
disgraceful!  And  then  when  they  ignored  the  higher  tribunals  of  this  ^^ 
ganizatioii  and  went  into  the  capitalistic  courts  and  spent  the  money  o£  ^ 
working  men  for  a  thing  that  could  be  settled  by  our  Executive  officered  ^ 
wore  through  with  them.  Our  local  and  a  great  many  of  the  men  in  ® 
district  are  averse  to  that  movement.  I  am  not  controlled  by  any  dis"^^^ 
(.fficer  or  anyone  else.     1  am  here  free,  without  any  shackles,  and  I  am  ^^P^ 

to  say  there  is  a  movement  on  foot  in  District  o  to  change  the  affairs. 

fair 

are 

,nd 

ci 


me  tell  you,  brothers,  that  the  rank  and  file  will  change  if  they  get  a  ^■ 
shake.    AJl  we  want  is  a  fair  count  of  the  ballots,  and  when  the  ballots 
counted,  fair  and  square  on  next  election,  then  T  am  willing  to  submits 
T  know  rhat  the  rank  and  file  is  willing  to  submit  to  the  verdict  render 
because  it  will  be  a  just  verdict.    If  tin*  majority  says  this  way  and  no  ot 
way  is  right,  wc  will  have  to  submit. 

President  Feehan  said  he  did  not  boliovc  in  getting  in  through  the  ba^* 
door.     I  do  not  know  any  of  these  hrotliersj  but  T  do  not  believe  they  a^^' 
getting  in  at  any  back  door  when  they  come  here  to  the  front  door  of  this 
convention.    Will  they  get  a  fair  >hake  in  No.  .l  district? 

As  far  as  1  can  judge  things,  \\r.  CJibbons  was  an  aspirant  for  president 
of  District  5.  His  seat  was  contested,  ho  was  thrown  out.  We  have  another 
aspirant  for  president  of  District  5,  and  how  will  he  fare  if  these  brothers 
and  their  locals  are  thrown  outf  It  is  true  there  is  a  great  deal  of  miscon- 
ception and  doubt.  President  Feehan  is  a  l)rother-in-law  of  a  stockholder  in 
one  of  the  greatest  coal  corporations  there  is  in  Pittsburgh,  the  Jones  Com- 
pany, and  there  was  a  doubt  in  the  [»oople'8  minds  in  regard  to  his  connec- 
tion. I  don't  care,  brothers,  my  race  is  almost  run;  I  have  almost  finished 
using  a  pick  and  I  don^t  care  whether  I  am  blacklisted. 

Delegate  Peek — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Delegate  Bendall — I  have  nothing  more  to  say  about  it. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  IL),  District  12 — I  move  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  convention  condemn  Francis  Feehan  because  his  sister  married  a  man 
in  tlie  coal  business. 
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Delegate  Peek — I  think  the  party  on  the  floor  is  ont  of  order  beeause  ha 
was  personal  in  his  remarks. 

Chairman  Green — I  request  the  delegate  that  he  confine  himself  to  the 
motion  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Bendall,  District  5 — The  Executive  oflScers,  I  am  sure,  have 
(gathered  enough  information  while  they  were  investigating  this  trouble  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district  to  know  that  the  rank  and  file  is  divided,  but  there 
is  a  spirit  there  of  coming  together,  and  therefore  I  believe  if  the  ballot 
that  was  cast  last  December  is  fairly  counted  it  will  settle  the  matter. 

Mr.  Robert  Gibbons — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  When  I 
^^as  on  the  floor  there  was  no  desire  on  my  part  to  take  up  and  rehash  this 
controversy  after  so  much  time  had  been  spent  and  so  much  testimony 
t^ken  by  the  International  Executive  Board  in  the  Pittsburgh  district;  but 
I  believe  as  a  man  with  a  spark  of  manhood  in  him,  the  time  has  arrived 
when  of  necessity  T  must  reply  to  some  statements  and  try  to  meet  some  of 
the  charges  that  have  been  made  against  me.  I  want  to  be  able  to  meet  my 
fellow  miners  and  let  them  have  some  knowledge  at  least  of  who  I  am  and 
what  I  am* 

In  the  remarks  made  by  the  President  of  District  5,  he  seeks  to  leave 
the  impression  that  I  am  something  that  should  not  bo  in  the  shape  of 
humanity.  I  will  attempt  ut  this  time  briefly,  to  give  you  some  of  the 
reasons  why  I  am  placed  in  that  category.  It  was  stated,  fellow  miners, 
that  Gibbons  was  put  out  of  his  own  local  union.  If  I  did  not  explain  the 
methods  and  the  tactics  and  what  was  in  view  by  that  accomplishment,  then 
you  men  would  necessarily  have  a  wrong  opinion.  Men,  so  far  as  I  am  con 
cemed,  I  have  been  a  union  man  from  eleven  and  one-half  years  ago,  and  I 
will  continue  to  be  a  union  man. 

In  my  local  union,  fellow  miners — and  in  that  local  union  I  carried  the 
respect  of  the  members,  as  delegates  from  that  district  can  vouch — I  was 
check-weighman  at  the  time  T  became  a  candidate  for  district  president. 
When  it  became  known  that  Gibbons  was  going  to  be  a  candidate  for  office, 
then  the  work  began.  They  had  nothing  at  all  to  begin  with,  but  they  be 
gan  tp  manufacture  things.  The  consequence  was  that  when  I  declared  my- 
self as  a  candidate  a  campaign  was  begun  among  the  miners.  We  have  in 
our  district,  as  you  have  in  other  districts,  some  men  who  will  do  anything 
to  avoid  an  honest  day's  work.  It  was  made  plain  that  I  had  not  been  pay- 
ing my  dues  as  a  union  man,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  was  checkweighman 
for  a  union  mine  and  the  miners  *  secretary  of  that  local  union. 
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Under  the  ^-ysteni  of  checkoff,  iis  the  delegates  from  District  5  can  voueh 
for,  the  eheckweighiuau  *8  duos  are  kept  off  with  the  miners.  But  that  oi 
itself  could  not  accomplish  the  work,  iu  face  of  the  fact  that  I  knew  I  was 
paying  my  every  obligation.  It  so  happened  on  the  books  of  that  local 
that  I  had  two  months*  dues  paid,  for  the  reason  that  they  had  a  change  of 
clerks  in  the  company  office  and  they  did  not  either  of  these  two  months  \^' 
elude  me  in  the  checkoff.  On  each  meeting  night  I  paid  my  dues,  wVic^ 
were  not  stopped  off  with  the  miners. 

But  they  sought   to  leave  the   impression  and   circulated   it  broa<i<5Sst 
over  various  districts  that  Gibbons  was  not  a  union  man  because  he  had   ^3^^'- 
paid  two  dollars  for  some  twelve  or  fourteen  months.     It  was  necessarjp?"    ^^ 
me  to  do  something  to  combat  that  villainous  statement.     Last  year  im-     * 
convention  which  I  prosidtd  over,  I  as^ked  the  delegates  to  appoint  a  ^^® 
nuttee  to  go  back  to  the  company  office  and  get  a  letter  in  regard  to  Gibhr^^'*"^ 
checkoff.    I  believe  we  have  dclejrates  here  now  who  were  on  that  commi»-' 
We  went  to  the  office  and  got  a  statement  which  proved  that  Gibbons 
met  his  obligations  as  he  should  have  done  and  as  he  did  do. 

What  happened  nextf  Why,  fellow  miners,  a  wholesale  campaign  '^ 
launched,  dope  was  manufactured,  all  kinds  of  villainous  things  were  s^^ 
and  they  hired  everything  they  could  hire  in  the  shape  of  humanity  to  0 
Gibbons  repudiated  among  those  who  did  not  know  him.  I  am  pleased  * 
say  we  have  delegates  here  who  have  the  highest  regard  for  Gibbons.  ^^ 
believed  to  had  a  coiidition  that  necessitated  our  taking  some  action  9^ 
that  we  could  throw  off  the  iron  hand.  As  time  went  on,  I  had  to  combat 
everything  ns  it  came  before  me  to  satisfy  my  fellow  miners.  I  was  mis- 
represented an-!  to  satisfy  them  of  what  was  really  going  on  in  that  district. 

I  want  to  tell  the  delegates  to  this  convention  now  that  the  custom  lias 
been  in  the  past  in  District  5,  that  a  miner,  if  he  gives  attention  to  himself 
and  does  as  the  district  officials  suggest  he  will  have  a  seat  in  the  district 
convention.  But  when  I  came  out  as  a  candidate  there  was  no  intention  on 
my  part  but  to  have  what  was  due  me.  Then  came  this  tirade-  of  abuse. 
But  I  am  now  obliged  to  make  remarks  so  that  you  men  will  know  who  I  am. 
At  the  present  time  another  individual  has  accepted  the  nomination  for 
office.  After  the  Internationa)  Board  gave  its  decision  1  went  back  to  the 
mines.  I  believed  that  when  I  had  made  my  tight  and  got  the  decision  I 
had  nothing  left  to  do  but  to  take  it  as  a  man.  This  present  year  we  have 
an  individual  on  the  ballot,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  certain  papers  and  cer- 
tain individuals  are  repudiating  him  and  saying  he  is  connected  with   the 
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(•ommon  enemy.     It  is  easy  to  make  such  a  statement,  but  it  is  another 
matter  to  prove  it. 

We  are  now  asking  in  this  convention  that  we  be  seated.    The  miners 
back  at  home  who  have  their  eyes  on  this  convention  are  interested  in  this. 
They  will  wonder  what  in  the  name  of  common  sense  we  are  going  to  ac- 
complish at  this  coming  district  convention  if  we  cannot  lay  our  case  before 
the  highest  authority.    I  said  this  morning  I  had  gone  the  limit  to  have  this 
xnatter  settled.    One  speaker  said  there  were  towns  he  was  afraid  to  go  into 
1  because  of  the  Gibbons  men.     That  will  show  you  that  Gibbons  has  some 
supporters.     Was  it  Gibbons  as  an  individual  they  were  supporting f     No,  it 
%^as  the  justice  of  the  cause  that  made  Gibbons  and  others  rise  in  rebellion. 
Xf  we  continue  this  fight  what  will  be  the  outcome?    So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
X  had  my  mind  made  up  that  T  was  going  to  leave  matters  entirely  alone, 
330  that  when  changes  took  place,  when  complications  took  place  with  other 
i  ndividuals,  it  would  bo  shown  that  Gibbons  and  the  attitude  he  had  taken 
cnn  account  of  the  action  of  the  district  conventions  against  other  men  who 
xvere  asking  for  office  was  justified. 

I  wonder  what  is  the  reason  Gibbons  can  go  amongst  his  fellow  miners 
:from  place  to  place  and  carry  their  respect  in  spite  of  all  the  villainous 
fitatements  that  have  been  madef  Men  who  know  me  know  that  the  attacks 
that  were  made  upon  me  were  dastardly  and  cowardly.  Everything  has 
been  don^i  in  the  way  of  persecution,  even  since  I  got  the  decision  of  the 
International  Executive  Board  and  went  back  to  the  mines.  There  have 
been  men  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  organization  to  give  particular  attention  to 
Gibbons  and  see  what  he  was  doing.  Why,  men,  I  never  knew  it  was  a 
crime  to  do  an  honest  day's  work  in  the  mines!  That  I  have  been  doing, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  so  long  as  statements  are  made  to 
libel  me  and  brand  mc.  in  the  interest  of  my  little  family  and  of  myself, 
I  am  going  to  defend  my  character  as  long  as  I  have  a  voice  in  my  body. 

Many  of  the  delegates  have  nover  seen  me  before,  but  I  trust  I  will  be 
know  now  better  than  ever  before,  and  I  trust  before  this  convention  ad- 
journs, you  will  be  able  to  understand  the  position  and  the  conditions  in 
our  district.  Certain  conditions  exist  that  we  have  got  to  find  ways  and 
means  through  our  organization  and  through  our  constitution  to  remedy.  I 
believe  in  the  constitution,  but  I  believe  it  should  apply  to  every  individual. 
If  a  set  of  officers  can  so  construe  the  constitution  as  to  meet  with  their 
own  views  and  objects,  then  I  believe  the  miners  are  wide  enough  awake 
to  see  it  and  demand  the  reason  for  their  actions. 
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If  I  cared  to  I  could  go  on  and  ahoM'  you  the  method  of  the  eonve»t*^* 
that  expelled  u»,  I  could  tell  you  about  its  composition  and  make  upJ    ^^ 
men,  there  is  no  desire  on  my  part  to  delay  this  convention,  so  far  as  I  **^ 
concerned  personally,  but  at  every  opportunity  I  get  I  will  try  to  defend  ^^ 
self.     During  the  session  of  the  International  Executive  Board — and  it  too 
considerable  time  to  go  over  the  entire  matter — the  gentleman  who  B^^ 
he  was  not  desirous  of  rehashing  the  matter  was  present.     Now  I  can    ^^ 
why  it  should  not.    This  is  an  old  fight.    I  believe  by  accepting  the  deci^^ 
of  the  Board  I  have  done  the  right  thing,  and   1   Ijelieve  I  am  right  y^^  ' 
but  I  also  believe  I  should  be  permitted  to  exist  without  the  abuse  com-i-*^ 
after  me,  because  I  was  a  factor  with  my  colleagues  to  welcome  the  Int^ 
national  ofScials  into  our  district.     I  believe  the  International  officials  i^^^' 
bear  me  out  when    I   say   that   I   did    everything   I   could,  and  when  the  ^^ 
cision  came  I  never  once  grumbled  against  it,  except  that  when  I  was  ask-^^ 
for  my  opinion  I  said,  **I  have  made  my  fight  and  I  am  going  home.    I  ^^^ 
going  to  stay  at  home,  accept  the  conditions  in  the  district,  and  you  w^:^ 
))ossible  find  a  condition  existing  for  which  Gibbons  cannot  be  blamed." 

How  long  this  discussion  will  last  I  don 't  know.     I  am  not  going  ""^^ 
('onsume  the  time  of  this  convention  this  afternoon,  but  I  want  to  mal^^ 
matters  clear  and  say  that  I  would  make  application  to  the  Internationa^ 
Executive  Board  if  I  had  an  opportunity  so  that  they  can  pass  upon  010- 
rights  to  be  seated  in  this  convention.     The  arrangement  I  had  in  min^^ 
was  that  they  were  best  able  to  judge,  because  they  had  heard  the  testimony 
and  listened  to  the  evidence  in  the  case  in  the  district,  and  it  would  not  b^ 
necessary  to  take  up  the  time  of  th(^  convention. 

A  delegate  arose  to  n  point  of  order,  and  stated  that  Mr.  Gibbons  had 
spoken  for  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  Gibbons — I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  convention  for.  a  few  minutes. 
One  of  my  colleagues,  who  was  in  the  same  position  as  myself  after  the  de- 
cision had  been  rendered,  made  application  through  the  proper  channel,,  the 
International  Executive  Board,  and  has  been  reinstated.  If  that  was  done 
it  should  apply  to  me  also.  If  there  is  an  obstacle  in  the  way  on  account 
of  the  money  being  held  up  in  the  banks  of  Pittsburgh,  then  I  will  subscribe 
my  name  to  a  request  that  that  money  be  released.  I  think  that  is  the  only 
proper  way  to  take,  and  you  can  be  the  judges  as  to  the  outcome  of  this 
controversy. 

Delegate  Feohan,  District  5 — Mr.  Chairman,  n  question  of  personal  privi- 
lege.   In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  delegate  sitting  over  here,  who  states  he  is 
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'"^*»i  District  5,  has  referred  to  ray  sister's  connection  with  a  stocUiolder  of  a 
<>s^l  company,  as  a  matter  of  explanation  I  will  again,  as  I  have  done  in  pre- 
^^^'iss  years,  make  this  statement:  My  sister  married  a  Mr.  Jones,  who  is  a 
^'^^^c^Uolder  in  a  ooal  company,  and  she  did  not  consult  me  when  she  was  doing 
'-  I  don't  know  whether  his  sistors  consulted  him  when  they  decided  to  get 

"^-^■•jried,  and  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  whether  his  daughters  will  consult  their 
^•^'t'hers  when  they  get  married. 

The  men  who  will  use  a  statement  of  that  kind  to  create  prejudice  might 
^  i  ^1  better  business.  There  seems  to  be  a  well  defined  purpose  to  leave  the  im- 
"^♦^stsion  that  Feehan  himself  is  connected  with  the  officials  of  a  coal  company. 

Mr.  Gibbons  can  well  afford  to  tell  these  delegates  that  he  is  going  to  make 
*■  Sr^ppeal  for  reinstatement  to  the  International  Executive  Board.  Why  did  he 
^'•^  ^0  that  before  he  came  heret  Why  did  he  not  do  that  before  the  time  of  this 
'^■^^^-ention  was  consumed  considering  his  credentials  f  That  would  not  suit  his 
■  ^":t^ose,  he  is  not  being  paid  for  that !  Coal  companies '  agents  don 't  do  busi- 
^^^  that  way  I  If  they  can  proloug  the  sessions  of  this  convention  and  create 
^^a^nsion  in  our  ranks  th<*y  will  do  so. 

Delegate  Flyzik — 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Brother  Feehan  arose  to  a 
^^^tion  of  personal  privilege.    Now  he  is  attacking  Brother  Gibbons. 

Delegate  Feehan — I  arose  to  reply  to  Mr.  Gibbons,  who  referred  to  me. 

Chairman  Green — The  point  of  order  raised  by  the  delegate  is  well  taken, 
^'i    Delegate  Feehan  will  exercise  his  right  on  the  question  of  personal  privilege, 

Delegate  Feehan — T  want  to  call  the  attention  of  this  delegation  to  the 
^"**ty-fir8t  article  in  tho  report  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  which  was 
'•^^opted  by  that  body,  in  which  they  state : 

•'Thirty-first — That  by  their  actions  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  associate  offi- 
cetB  have  ignored  and  violated  every  written  law  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and 
cv^  principle  of  the  trades  union  movement,  and  in  our  judgment  have  either 
knowingly  or  unknowingly  been  the  agents  of  a  villainous  plot  to  destroy  the  U. 
M.W.  of  A.  of  Districts.'' 

I  want  to  stnt«  to  this  delegation  that  evidence  was  submitted  there  to 
prove  conclusively  that  they  were  the  agents  of  the  coal  corporations  in  their 
efforts  to  destroy  our  organization.  They  have  fulfilled  their  mission  and  now 
they  want  to  get  back  into  the  United  Mine  Workers!  For  what  purpose! 
To  continue  their  service  f  The  coal  corporations  that  have  been  paying  them 
for  the  dirty  work  they  have  done  against  the  TTnitcd  Mine  Workers  would  have 
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i;o  more  use  for  tiu'm  iiiilt's>  tliey  came  l>:ick  into  the  councils  of  your  organisa- 
tion where  they  could  <-ontiniic  thoir  nefarious  work. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  ih  compelled  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  tk^-= 
you  arose  to  a  question  of  |iersonal  ]>rivilege.  and  I  don't 'want  you  to  t»-J 
advantage  of  the  chair. 

Delegate  Feehan — If  this  International  organization  authorizes  an  inv^^-'^ 
ligation  T  will  prove  conclusively  that  Gibbons  is  not  getting  a  living  from  trf^ 
coal  he  is  <litjf^ing  in  the  mines,  and  that  he  is  not  seeking  to  become  a  mvfX^^^ 
of  this  organization  for  the  ])urposc  of  being  a  union  man.     I  will  prove  tli-^ 
the  same  union-wrecking  agency  T  referred  to  was  giving  instructions  and  he  wi^ 
carrying  them  out. 

Chairman  Green — Delegate  Feehan,  you  are  making  a  speech.  I  think  yoi# 
realize  that. 

Delegate  Feehan — I  want  to  say  in  reply  to  another  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Gibl)ons.  that  he  did  not  mention  the  eleven  years  he  wa^  on  the  police 
force.    Ilave  the  police  a  union? 

Delegate  Bittuer,  District  o— 1  want  to  ask  about  three  questions.  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  Attorney  Tannahill  belongs  to  the  same  firm  of  attorneys  that  were 
attorneys  of  the  Westmoreland  <'oal  Company,  the  Keystone  Coal  Company 
and  the  .Jamison  Coal  Company?  Were  tliey  TU)t  also  attorneys  for  your  dual 
organization  .' 

Mr.  Gibbons — I  will  say  that  the  c(mvontiou  T  presided  over  decided  to  get 
an  attorney  in  the  event  of  any  comi)lications  or  litigation.  So  far  as  Attornev 
Tannahill  is  concerned  and  was  concerned,  I  did  not  know  him  or  hare  any 
choice  as  to  who  the  attorney  wuuld  be.  On  the  floor  of  the  convention  a  num- 
ber of  men  were  mentioned,  and  if  T  understand  it  properly,  an  attorney  is  a 
public  man  who  will  work  for  those  who  employ  him.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed and  they  selected  Mr.  Tannahill.  As  to  his  associates,  who  he  was  with 
and  what  he  was  connected  with,  I  cannot  answer. 

Delegate  l^ittner  -Ts  it  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  Tannahill  donated  $200  to  the 
dual  organization? 

Mr.  Gibbons — Mr  Chairman,  in  answer  to  that,  I  want  to  say  that  we  got 
published  a  report  of  our  tinu*  m  office,  hr)w  the  money  was  handled  and  dis- 
bursed. 

l>elegate  Dodds — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate  has  asked  a  di- 
rect (iue<stion  and  he  should  answer  direct,  lie  asked  if  this  firm  donated  $200. 
That  question  should  )e  atiswered  yes  or  no. 
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C_'hairnian  Green — Tbc  chair  is  unable  tu  compel  a  speaker  to  answer  a 
iic?8-tion  direct. 

^Ir.  Gibbons — To  be  brief,  I  will  say  that  yes  or  no  will  not  make  the  an- 
^'^T-  dear.  If  I  am  asked  the  question  necessity  demands  that  I  have  got  to 
''^^a.ce  my  answer.  So  far  as  the  donation  is  concerned,  it  has  been  given  out 
1  t:iie  printed  matter  that  Mr.  Tannahill  did  donate  us  $250.  That  is  absolutely 
rvie"    3,nd  it  can  be  proved  by  our  report. 

Delegate  Bittner — I  deeire  to  ask  Mr.  Gibbons  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  Lou 
^*^^^irew,  the  editor  of  the  Labor  World,  gave  $900,  or  testified  that  he  gave 
$^Oo   of  his  money  to  help  Mr.  Gibbons  along  in  his  campaign. 

^r.  Gibbons — I  believe  those  questions  can  be  answered  by  those  who  were 
V^^ties  to  the  controversy  in  the  Pittsburgh  district.     If  I  am  going  to  be  at- 
^^^ked  here  and  asked  all  kinds  of  questions  I  do  not  think  it  is  right,  because 
^"e  International  Executive  Board  can  give  all  these  answers. 

Delegate  McDonald,  District  12 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  listened  very  at- 
tentively to  a  long  discussion  on  this  matter,  and,  as  on  j>reviou8  occasions,  it 
Would  be  rather  lonesome  if  there  wasn^t  a  fight  on  in  the  Pittsburgh  district. 
1  was  about  to  raise  a  point  of  order  yesterday  that  it  had  not  come  up. 

I  think  since  this  delegation  has  read  very  carefully  the  report  of  our  In- 
telsat ional  President  upon  the  establishn^ent  of  dual  organizations,  the  man  who 
was  at  the  head  of  this  dual  organization,  the  man  who  was  at  the  head  of  any 
du^l  organization  should  receive  the  same  consideration  as  the  dual  organization 
lie  was  at  the  head  of.  If  this  organization  is  going  to  countenance  men  and  per- 
mit them  to  come  into  this  convention  after  they  have  done  everything  in  their 
power  to  destroy  the  effectiveness  and  influence  of  a  district  organization,  by 
using  funds  contributed  by  individuals  who  are  fighting  us  to  establish  a  dual 
organization,  then  it  would  be  inconsistent  if  we  put  our  stamp  of  disapproval 
on  the  dual  organization  and  seated  here  a  man  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
dual  organization. 

The  situation  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  is  not  new  to  many  of  us.  I  had 
occasion  to  spend  some  months  in  there  at  one  time,  and  the  situation  then  was 
not  much  different  than  it  is  now,  except  in  this  particular,  that  some  people 
in  control  of  the  organization 's  affairs  at  that  time,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
took  their  orders  from  certain  coal  corporations  in  that  field — and  it  strikes  me 
we  will  always  have  this  controversy  until  this  organization  says  to  the  coal 
I'orporations  as  one  man.  '*  Neither  you  nor  your  tools  will  run  this  organiza- 
tion!" 

This  is  the  first  conrentitm  of  tlic  T'nitcd  Mine  AVorkers  I  have  attended  for 
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many  years  that  I  did  not  see  sneaking  around  the  outside,  stopping  at  tJs® 
Claypool  hotel  and  having  his  conferences  there,  one  of  the  men  responsible  ^^^ 
tliat  condition  in  the  Pittsburgh  district.  He  was  at  Columbus,  he  has  bo^^ 
everywhere  else  there  has  been  a  convention,  and  we  know  what  he  was  the*^ 
for.  That  fellow  has  been  attempting  to  make  the  policy  of  the  Pittsbur^^ 
district  organization,  and  we  are  told  he  is  worth  about  half  a  million  doll*-'* 
made  from  the  coal  companios  for  doing  it.  Mr.  Gibbons  may  be  a  good  ma*** 
but  he  is  in  damn  bad  company!  I  want  to  apologize  for  that,  but  I  don't  kno'"' 
of  any  other  word  that  will  fitly  express  his  position  than  that  one. 

It  was  not  only  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  that  material  was  fumish^^- 
Why,  District  12  was  flooded  w^ith  circulars,  I  have  a  whole  stack  of  them.  Tli* 
question  naturally  arises  in  our  minds  as  to  who  furnished  the  money  to  eaxry 
on  that  campaign  for  a  dual  organization.  I  want  to  say  that  when  this  matt^^ 
is  gone  into  thoroughly  it  will  expose  one  of  the  rottenest  deals  ever  knof^'^ 
in  the  history  of  the  labor  movement  of  this  country. 

The  convention  has  given  great  latitude  to  this  matter,  but  the  time  b^^ 
jiretty  nearly  arrived  when  the  membership  of  this  organization  should  say  *^ 
those  men,  *  *  If  you  were  fighting  on  the  outside  and  were  defeated,  you  are  n^^ 
going  to  fight  on  the  inside  to  carry  out  your  malicious  purposes."  Since  ^^ 
have,  abolished  the  dual  organization  this  man  was  at  the  head  of,  and  b^"^^ 
wiped  out  tiie  dual  organizations  in  other  places  where  coal  companies  h*^'* 
been  encouraging  them,  let  us  keep  them  wiped  out  and  tell  those  fellows  .W^*^^ 
come  in  licrc  and  ask  for  seats  in  this  convention,  **Go  back  home!  Ws^-*^ 
yourself  and  get  cleaned  up,  then  come  in  here  with  clean  hands  and  yon  -fH^^ 
be  given  consideration !  " 

We  often  hear  a  man  in  a  convention  make  a  statement  about  how  loB^^ 
he  has  been  a  union  man — I  do  it  myself — but  some  of  the  reports  I  have  froiB 
there  would  show  that  Gibbons  was  a  union  man  without  paying  any  dues.  The 
man  could  not  be  a  member  of  the  organization  after  the  Internationa]  EzecQ* 
tivo  Board  had  taken  the  position  it  did  unless  he  complied  with  the  advice  and 
instructions  of  that  Board.    When  he  does  that  and  shows  he  is  a  member  in  good 
standing,  that  he  is  working  for  the  best  interests  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
and  does  not  have  the  su}>port  of  Al  Hamilton  and  that  other  bunch  of  revo- 
lutionists over  there,  we  will  give  him  a  seat  in  the  convention — ^bnt  we  will 
watch  him  just  the  same! 

I  said  1  happened  to  bo  in  that  district  at  one  time.  While  I  was  there 
I  went  into  the  office  of  the  district  organization  one  day.  While  I  was  theK 
tho  telephoTir  boll  rang.     The  man  who  was  then   district  vice-president  an- 
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!»werecl.  It  set^nis  the  company  said  they  wanted  to  drive  a  certain  piece  of 
narrow  work.  They  had  a  scale  for  that  work,  but  they  did  not  think  it  would 
be  couTenient  to  run  it  that  way.  The  men  wanted  the  scale  rates.  This  man 
who  ^^-as  then  vice-president  said  to  the  company,  *'Fire  every  one  of  them  if 
they  <lon't  do  it/'  What  I  have  seen  of  the  situation  since  encourages  me  to 
believe  the  coal  companies  in  that  field  have  been  trying  to  run  the  policy  of  the 
o'gariization  for  about  ten  years,  and  for  a  Jong  time  tbey  were  successful.  I 
kno^-  what  President  Feehan  has  had  to  go  up  against,  and  I  say  there  are  very 
'ew  .  men  in  the  organization  who  would  have  stood  what  Francis  Feehan  has 
stoo<i  from  those  pirates  over  there.  1  understand  his  house  was  burglarized 
^o  or  three  times,  and  that  they  had  men  break  his  windows  with  rocks.  I 
^'*nt  to  say  the  convention  would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the  organization  if 
^^t  ixian  is  given  a  seat  until  he  has  complied  witli  the  instructiofls  of  the 
International  Executive  Board. 

It  is  true  President  Feehan  happens  to  be  a  broth<;r-in-I}iw  of  a  stockholder 
^  ^  coal  company.  He  told  me  of  that  a  long  time  ago.  He  said  the  law  re- 
qarr«^  him  to  be  his  brother-in-law,  and  he  didn  't  know  whether  he  v.ould  get 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  remedy  that  matter  or  not.  Feehan  has  made 
®n^  ot  the  best  fights  ever  made  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  in  the  interests  of 
^  Kniners  and  against  the  coal  companies;  and  this  organization  can  ill  afford 
**  tliis  time  to  scat  a  man  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  a  dual  movement  there 
"lUess  he  does  comply  with  the  fundamental  law,  unless  he  says  to  the  luterna- 
loii^l  Executive  Board  that  he  will  comply  with  their  requests.  When  he  gets 
"*s    Oxatter  straightened  out,  let  him  cgnie  in  here  and  ask  for  a  seat. 

^dr.  Gibbons  mrfy  be  a  good  man.    J  don 't  know  much  about  him  personally, 
^^  is  in  mighty  bad  company  with  the  supjwrt  he  is  getting  over  there,  and 
^    ^viapieion  has  been  in  my  mind  for  some  time  that  they  wanted  to  get  a 
"^^**    i:ii  there  they  could  use,  and  they  selected  Bob  Gibbons  for  that  position. 

■delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — Mr.  Cliairnian  and  Fellow  Delegates :     When 

II*  **  Controversy  first  came  into  this  convention  the  delegates  whose  seats  were 

Ij^iii^    ^jonteeted  had  my  sympathy,  from  the  reports  I  had  hear«l  before  hearing 

^^^'  ^v-idence.    However,  since  the  evidence  has  come  in  on  both  sides,  there  is 

t*     ^^^stion  in  my  mind  that  these  people  shouhl  be  unseated  and  sent   hf)!ne. 

vhe  Xr^temational  President  has  made  it  clear  tiiat  the  organization  went  out  of 

i.t8  w^y  ^  bring  about  harmony  in  District  .">.  something  thev  would  not  have 

clone    if  ^jj^y  ^£^  ^Q^  hiive  the  best  interests  vf  the  organization  at  heart.     If 

they  Uad  done  their  duty  th'jy  would  have  ordered  the  expulsion  of  tlie  whole 

IniBC^Vi  that  seceded.     While  we  can  elect   officers  every  year  by   j)0])ular  vote 
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there  is  no  necessity  of  any  »)arf  of  tin*  inombcrsliip  sercding.  Tf  tbese  p^^^P^ 
:«re  not  going  to  l>e  disciplined  it  is  u]»  t<»  nil  of  us  to  turn  anarchistn,  be^*^*^ 
anarcidsts  are  those  who  will  not  be  governed  by  the  law  of  the  majority. 

After  the  evidence  that  has  been  brought  out  T  think  these  people  sbo*-" 
be  sent  home  to  the  Pittsburgh  district,  regardless  r)f  tlie  eonse<]uences.    Jt  i£*    ^*-^ 
firm  opinion  that  if  they  are  sent  luiok  homo  the  dual  movement  that  has  1t»«^*^ 
organized  there  will  not  be  receiving  any  encouragement.    It  is  evident  the    t  "*^^ 
factions  cannot  be  harmonized  in  District  r»,  whether  you  seat  them  here  or  x>*^ 
but  you   will  render  valuable  service  to  vhe  organization   if  you  unseat  t*^^^ 
and  give  them  to  understand  that  they  must  be  governed  by  an  orgauiza  ♦  i*^° 
whose  laws  are  made  by  the  majority.    T  have  no  sympathy  with  j^eople  who  "W"*'* 
secede  from  an  organization  as  long  as  they  have  a  right  to  make  the  laws   tf*"*^*^ 
elect  their  officers  annually. 

Delegate  McCormick,  District  6 — 1  believe  as  one  delegate  that  we  1»  -  *  ^ 
liad  enouugh  of  this  and  T  move  that  debate  cease. 

Chairman  Green — This  morning  the  Prcsi<lent  ruled  tliat  those  men  wF"**-^' 
seats  are  contested  would  be  given  a  hearing.    The  chair  }»elieves  they  have        * 
been  heard. 

Mr.  James  Sabin — Are  they  all  going  to  be  voted  on  together,  or  will  t  ^ 
bo  separated? 

Chairman  Green — Inasmuch   as  all   the  men    whose  seats  have  been  c  ^' 
tested  have  been  heard,  and  Mr.  Gibbons  has  been  heard  twice,  the  motion 
close  debate  will  be  put. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Chairman  Green — The  motion  pending  is  that  these  delegates  whose  sea^* 
have  been  contested  and  who  are  named  in  the  report  of  the  committee  be  not 
seated  in  this  convention.  The  Secretary  will  again  read  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  report  of  the  conmiittee  was  again  read  >)y  Secretary  Perry. 

Chairman  Green — All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  rise  to  your  feet. 

A  very  large  majority  of  the  delegation  ar(»se.  When  the  chairman  called 
for  the  vote  of  those  opposed  to  the  motion  a  number  of  delegates  arose, 
but  no  count  was  made. 

Chairman  Green — The  motion  prevails,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Delegate  Peek,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  we  recpiest  these  men  to  leave 
the  hall.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Flyzik,  District  10 — I  rise  to  oppose  the  motion,  for  the  reason 
that  this  is  a  public  convention,  and.  inasmuch  as  we  unseat  the  delegates,  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 


should  not  be  so  stupid  as  to  drive  tbem  out  of  the  hall.  I  would  like  to  state 
that  a  motion  of  that  kind  would  reflect  upon  the  intelligence  of  this  convention 
^'i^  I  SLsk  the  delegate  who  made  it  to  withdraw  it.  Possibly  operators,  lawyers 
and  other  people  not  interested  in  any  way  in  the  United  Mine  Workers  are 
spectators  Therefore,  1  ask  tho  delegate  to  withdraw  the  motion.  It  is  up  to 
the  delegates  who  have  been  unseated  to  remain  if  they  want  to  do  so.  If  not, 
let  theiii  go  back  of  their  own  will.  Don  't  let  it  be  said  that  wc  chased  them 
out   of  the  city  of  Indiana]>o]is. 

I>elegate  Lauder,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  motion  ^e  tabled. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Chairman  Green — That  completes  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
^Credentials. 

I^elegate  Jarrard,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
''^'ttee  be  adopted  as  a  whole.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hind,  District  11 — Before  you  accept  the  report  of  the  committee 
^®  at  whole  you  should  consider  the  ^-ases  of  other  delegates  wlio  are  unseated  be- 
cause they  have  not  been  rej>orted  to  this  convention  yet. 

Secretary*  Perrj' — Your  local  is  in  good  standing  now  and  it  will  appear  on 
^^e  roll  call. 

I^elegate  Hind — The  Credentials  Committee  has  not  made  a  report  on  it  yet. 

Auditor   Mossojj — Wo   have   reported   every   delegate  we   have   received   a 

^^'edential  for.     If  there  is  any  one  here  who  expected  to  be  a  delegate  who  has 

^   ^>^cin  seated  we  are  not  responsible  for  it,  because  we  have  received  no 

^^'■eaen  t;ial.     A  numl)er  of  delegates  are  from  locals  that  owed  tax.     We  are 

^^Tfk^d  that  some  of  these  delegates  paid  up  their  tax  today,  but  our  report 

■-"■^•ned  over  to  the  printer  before  we  w^ere  aware  of 'that  fact. 

^^■**««ident  White  in  the  chair. 

^S'legate  Skelton,  District  12 — I  would  like  to  know  about  the  delegates 
^  ocals  that  have  not  paid  their  assessments.  Our  local  has  paid  its 
*«^ent  in  full.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  it  has  caused 
our  p:m.  '^  committee  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  and  money  to  attend  to  members  who 
eame  %ere  from  other  places  where  they  did  not  pay  their  assessment. 
^^^^^^^iiently  when  we  put  on  the  assessment  they  would  kick  about  the  high 
a.1110^-^^-^  of  dues  as  compared  with  other  mines  they  came  from. 

l)elieve  in  fairness  to  every  local  that  paid  that  assessment  the  locals 

^Y)ia^     ^d  not   pay   it   should   either  be   made   to   pay   the   assessment    or   the 

^»^10^ittee  on  Credentials  should  bring  in  a  motion  of  some  kind  ordering  them 

♦o  V^^  ^*  within  a  certain  time.     1  don 't  believe  you  should  expect  me  to  go  back 
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to  my  local  and  try  to  enforce  the  collection  of  another  International 

ment,  if  it  is  put  .on,  if  these  other  men  are  not  compelled  to  pay  this    ^^^> 

and  I  am  not  going  to  do  it. 

Auditor  Mossop — For  the  information  of  the  delegates  who  paid  t.tM^ia 
tax  today  at  the  office,  T  ^vish  to  say  we  will  correct  the  list  and  give  them  '^^ 
numljcr  of  votes  they  are  entitled  to  later.  We  sent  our  report  to  the  prix*-**' 
to  get  a  roll  call  made.  On  that  roll  call  they  will  appear  as  owing  the  tax,  "i^^* 
on  the  credential  list  they  will  be  credited  with  the  number  of  votes  they  ^"^ 
entitled  to.     We  will  correct  it  at  the  first  opportunity. 

President  White — The  committee  this  morning  in  submitting  tbeir  -*■* 
port,  and  in  response  to  the  brother  just  leaving  the  floor,  stated  that  tj"k»^y 
had  seated  all  the  delegates,  irrespective  of  whether  or  not  their  local  uni*^^ 
had  paid  the  assessment  in  full;  but  they  suggested  that  during  the  ses^i^^-'^^ 
this  convention  define  some  policy  before  it  adjourned  by  which  't*^*" 
question  will  be  determined  and  the  status  of  the  local  union  •^ 
fined.  That  can  bo  done  at  any  time  by  delegates  of  the  convention  de^-*^ 
nating  somebody  to  make  a  report  on  that  question,  and  let  whatever  ^^^ 
ue  determined  become  the   policy  of  the  organization. 

Delejratp  (^'ashodale.  District  .5 — I  want  to  ask  Secretary  Perry  if  he  1»^^ 
re<'eived  any  money  from  our  local  union  in  the  last  four  days. 

S^^rrptary  Perrv — I  will  examine  the  books  and  let  you  know. 

Delegate  Sogloski,  District  12 — We  paid  for  December.     Now  I  understand 
the  levy  only  shows  up  to  the  first  of  December. 

Secretary  Perry — ft  will  ])e  credited  to  you  or  refunded. 

Delegate  Bonner — T  move  you  that  this  convention  instruct  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  to  brinjt;  in  a  rec-ommendation  to  this  convention  on  the  dispo- 
Hitir»n  r»f  Hip  jissessrnent.     CScconded  nnd  carried.) 

The   following  is  \\\v  complete  report  of  the  Committee  on   Credentials: 

KEPOKT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  22,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  here 

assembled: 

We,   yonr    Committee    on    Credentials,   recommend   that   the    following 
mimed  pf^rrons  bo  seated  .is  delegates  to  this  convention: 
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DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

Locatioii.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

Plymouth    John  Fallon,  281  Barney  st.,  Wilkes-Barre 

Simpson    Charles  Duggan,  Carbondale,  Pa. 

Vandling Thos.  Evans,  Forest  City 

Pedeville    Geo.  Smith,  Pedeville 

Parsons    Thos.  Thornton,  Parsons 

Wilkes-Barre    Wm.  Mates,  79  Custer  St.,  Wilkes-Barre 

SwayersYille    Edward  Carlin,  Luzerne 

Maltby    John  A.  Stofko,  Maltby 

Seranton  Thomas  F.  Lowery,  Minooka 

Wilkes-Barre    Thomas  L.  James,  Wilkes-Barre 

Seranton    Patrick  J.  Glancy,  1713  Luzerne  st..  Scran- 
ton 

Edwardsyille    James  E.  Jones,  Edwardsville 

Wilkes-Barre    Chas.  Lahr,  R.  F.  D.  No.  1,  Box  5,  Wilkes- 
Barre 

Carbondale    John  Pidgeon,  13  Carden  ave.,  Carbondale 

Allen  Station Wm.  Grace,  Allen  Station 

Seranton     ,lohn  T.  Dempsey,  Seranton 

Plymouth    Adam   Ryseavage,  Plymouth 

Carbondale    Charles  A.  Duggan,  122  S.  Main  St.,  Carbon- 
dale 

Nantieoke    Andrew    Krysnefski,    W.    Green    st.,    Nanti- 

coke 
Nantieoke    Andrew  Krysnefski,  135  W.  Green  st.,  Nan- 
tieoke 

Carbondale    John  Pidgeon,  Woodland  ave.,  Carbondale 

Plymouth    James  Morgan,  48  Furrier  st.,  Plymouth 

Throop    Stephen  Nicholls,  Throop 

Jessup     Jas.  P.  Quinn,  Jessup 

Dunmore    Michael  Fitzpatrick,  611  Munroe  ave.,  Dun- 
more 

Minooka    John  Cheehourka,  Greenwood 

Seranton    John  Foley,  Seranton  2 

Plymouth    Wm.  Toner,  Plymouth  1 

Edwardsville     Thomas  Morris,  Edwardsville  3 
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No.       Locatiou.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Vot^^'*^ 

1142     Eynon    Geo.  Smith,  Peckville  ^ 

a 

1159     Edwardsdale    John  Mack,  Scranton 

o 

1159     Edwardsdale    Wni.  Toner,  Edwardfidale  * 

1360     Scranton    Michael    Healey,   Scranton  tax  d"*^® 

1407     WilkeB-Barre    Toney  Lehisko,  501  New  Grant  st.,  WilkeB- 

Barre 

1428     Scranton    P.  J.  Glancey,  1713  Luzerne  St.,  Scranton 

1498     Wilkes-Barre    Wm.  Nancarrow,  67  Division  st.,  Wilkes- 

Barre 


1545  Maltby    Daniel  McCue,  Pittston 

1581  Plainsville    Wm.   Mulderig,   Inkcrman  ^    ^^ 

1617  Scranton    Axel  Carlson,  333  N.  Everitt  ave.,  Scranton    ^^^ 

1645  Luzerne    Kvard  Carline,  Luzerne  ^^ 

1672  Olyphant    John  Palfe,  Jessup                            ^  1 

1682  Archbold    Charles  Duggan,  Carbondale  1 

1770  Plymouth    John  L.  Picton,  252  Gardner  st.,  Plymouth    2 

1996  Hudson    Albert  Beyer,  Hudson  1 

DISTRICT  NO.   2. 

9  Expedit    Albert  .laber,  Expedit,  Pa.  5 

140  Arcadia    Wm.  Flynn,  Arcadia  4 

144  Spangler    .Tolni  Slawn,  Spangler  l 

176  Winbume    Wm.   McEwan,   Winburne  5 

199  Plumville    John  Gadus,  Plumville  2 

293  Iselin Win.  Martin,  Iselin  2 

395  DeLancey    : Harry  Oonld,  DeLancey  2 

472  South   Fork    Frank  Glaoken,  South  Fork  5 

472  South   Fork    David  McEwaii,  South  Fork  5 

472  South   Fork    Kichard    Gilbert.    Clearfield  l 

521  Jamestown    Mat  North,  Sanman  1 

521  Jamestown    Wm.  Edwards,  Sanman  1 

523  Dubois    Wm.  Donaldson,  326  Pifer  st.,  Dubois  2 

541  Helvetia    Thos.  Larson,  Helvetia  2 

542  Beynoldsville    Thos.  Haggerty,  Reynoldsville  1 

570  Portage    A.  J.  Gauntner,  Portage  5-4'  Ex 

596  Sagamore    Karl  Anderson,  Sagamore  3 

601  Clymer    S.  S.  James,  Clymer  2 
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Location.  Xanie  aiul  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

Morrisdale    * Patrick   Gilday,  Morrisdale  1 

Hastings    David  Irvin,  Hastings  4 

fiamesboro *  Dixon  Pattison,  Barnesboro  4 

iBamesboro    Henry  Sherwin,  Barnesboro  4 

Desire    Frank  O  'Rourke,  Eleanora  4 

IDunlo    Thomas   McCleiment,   Dunio  5 

Ernest    Clex  O  'Hare,  Ernest  2 

Fairmont   City    C.  H.  McClain,  New  Bethlehem  2 

I^atton    Joseph  Hughes,  Patton  5-1  Ex 

Amot     C.  T.  Olarkson,  Arnot  3 

Arnot    James  Purcell,  Amot  3 

Morrisdale    Harry  Crago,   Morrisdale  1 

CarroUtown   Charley  O  'Niell,  Clearfield  1 

Cassandra    Tames  Franey,  Cassandra  3 

Robertsdale    Wm.  McClure,  Robertsdale  5 

»     Gallitzin    F.  J.  McLoughlin,  Oallitzin  3 

^     Oallitzin    Sam  Dabbs,  Gallitzin  3 

1  Ehrenfeld    Richard  Stafford,  Ehrenfeld  2 

^    Ehrenfeld    Goo.  Bateman,  Ehrenfeld  1 

^4    Grass  Flat    Charley  Landen,  Grass  Flat  3 

1?    Anita    Jamos    Barron,    Anita  1 

^9    Elmora    Thos.  Regan,  Elmora  4 

^5    Rimersbiirg     William  River,  Rimersbiirg  3 

^0    Morris  Run    Robert  Lindie,  Blossburg  5-2  Ex 

16  *  Nanty  Glo    Wm.  Welsh,  Nanty  Glo  5 

2  Coalport    Robert  Sinclair,  Rosebud  4 

8  St.   Boniface    .lohn  Dixon,  St.  Boniface  2 

5  Dixonville    T.  R.  Penberthy,  Dixon ville  3 

9  Frostburg    Louis  Vase,  Frostburg  1 

2     Ansonville    John  Wilson,  Ansonville  1 

4  Nanty  Glo    L.  I..  Nairn,  Nanty  Glo  2 

6  Rossiter    John  Thompson,  Rossiter  5 

6     Rossiter    John    Sullivan,    Punxsutawney  1 

5  Yatesboro    David  Haller,  Yatesboro  4 

S     Saxman    Arthur  Hcnigan,  Saxman  2 

4     Bitumen    Joseph  F.  Klodzen,  Bitumen  3 

4     Bucher    Wm.  Marley,  Belsena  Mills  1 
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2008 
2010 
2034 
2044 
2045 
2085 
2153 
2233 
2233 
2296 
2310 
2319 
2484 
2543 
2552 
2601 
2722 
2776 


51 
79 
92 
96 
132 
156 
179 
187 
235 
260 
269 
274 
280 
316 
410 
422 
428 
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Location.  Xamc  aiitl  Address  of  Delegate  Vot«8 

St.   Benedict    Smith  Harvey,  St.  Benedict  4 

Cymbria    John  K.  Besetar,  Cymbria  .  3 

Osceola  Mills    Hugh  McOinty,  Osceola  Mills  i 

Dagus  Mines   P.  J.  Swanson,  Kersey,  B.  F.  D.  5 

Force    M.  E.  Maloney,  Force  2 

Longdondale    F.  L.  Rico,  Longdondale  2 

Oakland  * C.  H.  McSain,  New  Bethlehem,  R.  D.  No.  6   1 

Beaverdale    Ambrose  Dernois,  Beaverdale  3 

Beavcrdale    .  .' Robert  Baxter,  Beaverdale  3 

Crenshaw   .Joseph  Romeo,  Crenshaw  2 

Shawmut    F.  E.  Waite,  Dubois  ^ 

Six  Mile  Run    Wm.  Tunstall,  Six  Mile  Run  1 

Jefferson   Line    Anthony  Boyle,  Dubois  5 

Idamar    Wm.  S.  Davidson,  Marion  Center  2 

Pardus    Thomas  Shearan,  Pardus  ^ 

Conifer    Frank  Murphy,  Conifer  ^ 

Dubois    I.   F.  Brown,  Dubois  ^ 

Reed     lames  Ruddock,  Reed,  Indiana  county  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

Monongahela    E.  S.  McCullough,  Monongahela,  Pa.  3 

Webster   John  D.  Foster,  Webster  ^ 

Arnold  City   I'rank  Leithold,  Arnold  City  ^ 

West  Newton    (J.  R.  Murrie,  West  Newton  ^ 

Pricedale     Wm.  Cowan,  Pricedale  ^ 

Walkers  Mill   T}ios.  Fagan,  Carnegie  ^ 

New   England    (lOo.  Sheppard,  New  England  2 

AUenport    John  C.  Wilson,  Allenport  ^ 

Hazzard    William  Nelson,  Hazzard  * 

Moon   Run    f.  J.  Campbell,  Moon  Run  5-2  Ex 

Baird    Chas.  Pritchard,  Monongahela  City  ^ 

Boston    Dante  Pigozzi,  Greenock  ^ 

Courtney    Andrew^  Condie,  New  Eagle  2 

Belle  Vernon   Chas.  Conaghan,  Belle  Vernon  ^ 

Guffey    Earnest  Covnetta,  Yohoghaney  2 

Coal   Bluff    Joseph   Thompson,  Coal  Bluff  ^ 

Oak   Station    Henry  J.  Bier,  Fair  Haven  1 
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>.  Location.                                        Xame  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

)     Madison    E.  B.  Kimmel,  Arona  1 

6  Suter    Michael  Eichler,  Blythedale  1 

5    Hermine    Paul  L.  Stolpa,  Hermine  1 

9    Floreffe    Galnial  Sedan,  Floreffe  2 

9    Webster    John  Davis,  SunnTside  3 

'5    Bnrgettstown    Ralph  Naylor,  Dinsmore  2 

5    Fayette  City   Alex  Park,  Fayette  City 

55  Cliff  Mine    Thomas  Phillips,  Cliff  Mine 

»1    Webster    John  W.  McCoy,  Webster 

>2    Fredericktown   E.  D.  Ried,  West  Brownsville 

'3    Coal  Valley   A.  D.  Laughlin,  Coal  Valley 

7  W.  Brownsville   John  Be  van,  W.  Brownsville 

7    Glandale    Wm.  Smart,  Woodville  3 

7    Glandale    F.  P.  Hannway,  Noblestown  2 

3    Gallatin    Barnard  Murray,  Gallatin  3 

9    Brownsville   George  Minlyar,  Brownsville  2 

•4    Roscoe    Thomas  Robbins,  Elco  2 

3  Broughton    Chas.  Slater,  Broughton  3 

►3    Manown    Wm.  Neidermyer,  Manown  3 

0    Avella    Harry  Kuhns,  Hanlin  Station  1 

7    Beadling    James  Dinwen,  Beadling  4 

►5    Ellsworth    Thomas  Walker,  Box  387,  Ellsworth  3 

i5    Ellsworth    Wm.  Hargest,  Ellsworth  2 

»0    Coal  Centre   Gilbert  McDonald,  Coal  Centre  2 

»8    Kaylor    James  Hickey,  Kaylor  3 

»8    Kaylor   Oscar  Swanson,  Kaylor  2 

►0    Ellsworth    Alex  Susnar,  Ellsworth  4 

^7    Cokeburg   John  Sellesh,  Cokeburg  3 

>1    Dunkirk    John   Devereaux,  512   R.   R.  st.,   Mononga- 

hela  2 

4  Becks  Run   Joseph  Rodgers,  1719  Joseph  st.,  Carrick       2 

^7    Nobleston    James  Flood,  Nobleston  3 

>0    Meadow  Lands   J.  M.  Taylor,  Washington  1 

56  Courtney    John  McWee,  Courtney  3 . 

9    Roscoe    John  O  'Leary,  Roscoe  2 

9    Roscoe    Daniel  O  'Leary,  Roscoe  1 

!0    Fayette  City   Geo.  Palmer,  Fayette  City  1 


M.  Pro.-13. 
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No. 
1339 
1339 
1344 
1346 
1349 
1349 
1352 
1361 
1382 
1446' 
1447 
1477 
1648 
1678 
1712 
1718 
1724 
1730 
1787 
1787 
1787 
1809 
1812 
1826 

1829 
1830 
1830 
J891 
1898 
1943 
1947 
1973 
1976 
1976 
2012 
2025 


Location.  Xaine  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votrf 

Castle    Shannon    Jacob  Trappen,  Castle  Shannon 

Castle    Shannon    Francis  Feehan,  Fair  Haven 

Webster    John  D.  Foster,  Webster 

Broughton Jacob   Sehang,  Broughton 

Smithdale    Robert  Wood,  Blythedale 

Smithdale    Sidney  Davis,  Blythedale 

Manifold     Sam  Brandon,  Box  205,  Manifold 

California    W.J.  Smith,  California 

Oakdale    Frank  Dover,  Oakdale 

Arden    Joseph  Rossi,  Mollenauer 

West  Brownsville   E.  D.  Ried,  West  Brownsville 

Hazelkirk     John  Wiech,  Ivanhoe 

Fair  Haven    Peter  Jacob,  Carrick 

Sunny   Side    Joseph  Wall,  Sunny  Side 

Epton    Max  Steinback,  Rodfield 

Dravasburg    George  Bendall,  Homestead  Park 

Midland    Peler  McKonna,  Cannonsburg,  R.  D.  No.  1 

Sutersville     Peter  Schomar,  Sutersville 

California    Hamilton  Smith,  California 

California    Phil  Aniberger,  California 

California    James  McDonald,  California  " 

Willock     Arthur  Burkhart,  Willoek  ^ 

Willock     Thos.  Hurley,  Willock  5 

Cannonsburg     Thomas  McHenery,  317  Greenside  ave.,  Can- 
nonsburg 5-1  Ex 

Meadow    Lands    Joe  Cashodale,  Meadow  Lands  3 

Braznell    R,  B.  Posgate,  Brownsville  I 

Braznell    S.  II.  Lavcrick,  Brownsville  1 

Epton    Robert  Welsh,  Epton  2 

Imperial Andrew   Puskar,   Imperial  2 

Bruceton    ^ .  Patrick  Finney,  Bruceton  2 

Elizabeth    John  Simpson,  Elizabeth  3 

Bulger    John  Quigley,  Bulger  l 

Bunalo     John  Pritchard,  Bunola  1 

Bunalo     George  Dagger,  Elrama  l 

Primrose    Ellis  Rhodes,  McDonald  3 

Jacobs  Creek   R.  B.  Porter,  Jacob 's  Creek  3 
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on.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate 

>orhis   Chas.  Markell,  Van  Yoorhis 

e    Thomas  Freu,  Carnegie 

J.  H.  Russell,  Midway 

lid   Wm.   C.  Smith,  McDonald 

t    Barney  Loma,  Whitsett 

t    Michael  Halapy,  Whitsett 

TiUe   John  Galligher,  West  Brownsville 

Valley   Thos.  McGovern,  Cherry  Valley 

Valley   Van  Bittner,  Cherry  Valley 

City    William  Hines,  Fayette  City 

ille    Anton  Supom,  Bridgeville 

lells  Mills    Jacob  Trappen,  Castle  Shannon 

th    Dick  Griffith,  Elizabeth 

John  Usnick,  Morgan 

Earnest  Covnetta,  Yohoghaney 

)ity   Wm.  McKay,  Grove  City 

y    Gorley  Stokes,  Courtney 

Edward  M.  Walsh,  West  Elizabeth 

n    C.  A.  Swickey,  Smithton 

vdlle    '  James  L.  Thompson,  Bentleyville 

aarleroi    Steve  Bartlett,  Charleroi 

uer    Joseph  Rossi,  Mollenauer 

uer   James  Charlton,  Mollenauer 

th    Joseph  Pukewicz,  Lock  3,  Elizabeth 

John  W.  Logan,  Belle  Vernon 

reland  City   Patrick   Garrity,  Greensburg 

tntre   George  Bolton,  California 

intre   George  Pickering,  California 

tntre    Albert  Conway,  California 

mtre    Bert  Keifer,  California 

tntre    J.  A  damson,  California 

tntre    J.  Point,  California 

intre    T.  L.  Heiner,  California 

urg    Patrick  Garrity,  Greensburg 

Charles  McCurry,  Large 

Charles  Newmeyer,  Large 

Creek    J.  H.  Porter,  Jacob 's  Creek 


Votes 
3 
2 


3 
2 
1 
1 

1 
3 
3 

tax  due 
3 
4 

tax  due 
1 
3 
1 
2 
5 
2 
2. 
1 
5 
3 
1 

I 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
3 
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No.  Location.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate             Vottf 

2506  Frank    David  Sawyer,  Frank 

2563  Cuddy    Peter  Meehan,  Cuddy 

2728  South  Bnrgettstown    Andy  Kiss,  South  Burgettstown 

2874  Marianna    Thomas  Quinn,  Marianna 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

5  New   Philadelphia    C.  J.  Albasin,  Bridgeport  O. 

7  Coshocton   James  McCormick,  Coshocton 

8  Orbiston    E J  Simmers,  Orbiston 

13  Bridgeport    Fritz  Kratz,  Bridgeport 

13  Bridgeport   T.  L.  Lewis,  Bridgeport 

16  Luhrig    Oscar  Lewellyn,  New  Marchfield 

38  Cambridge    Alex  Bailey,  Cambridge 

44  Glencoe   Shiril  Brown,  Glencoe 

63  Byesville    Henry  Sumpter,  Byesville 

68  Washingtonville    Robert  Mcintosh,  Washingtonville 

71  Gaylord    John  White,  Bridgeport 

81  Congo    E.  W.  Woods,  Congo 

81  Congo    ■ .  John  Moore,  Columbus 

118  Floodwood    Ed    Michad,  Plains 

123  Qlouster    . : William  Deal,  Jacksonville 

133  Negley    James  Cross,  Amsterdam       Less  than  10 

142  Mineral  City   Wm.  Applegath,  Bridgeport 

153  East  Palestine  James  Lewis,  East  Palestine 

170  Salinesville    Clyde  Blazy,  Salinesville 

183  Glen  Roy    George  Cecil,  Wellston 

186  Shawnee    Allen  Skinner,  New  Lexington                          2 

193  Neffs   A.  E.  Workman,  Steel                                           3 

202  Hollister R.  C.  Deem,  Glouster                                            3 

212  Buchtel    L.  C.  Boyd,  Buchtel                                             1 

245  Barton    Charles  Fisher,  Barton                                           2 

245  Barton    John  Merrill,  Barton                                            3 

261  Roseville   W.  H.  Ganett,  Roseville                                       1 

276  Glouster    Joseph  Richard,  Glouster                                     3 

284  Martins  Ferry   John  Groza                                                              S 

290  Jobs George  Branigan,  Longstreet                               4 

292  Crescent    John  Woods,  Maynard                                         t 
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No.       Location.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

292  Crescent    Wm.  Applegarth,  Bridgeport  2 

319  Barton R.  Padgelik,  St.  Clairsville  1 

324  Eose  's  Farm  N.  H.  Garrett,  Dea vertown  3 

327  Buchtel    L.  C.  Boyd,  Buchtel  1 

338  Jacksonville    t  John  Brown,  Jacksonville  3 

358  Channcey   Elmer  Hallan,  Chauncey  1 

359  Palmira    G.  W.  Savage,  Columbus  1 

365  Hollister   George  Joyce,  Hollister  2 

369  Saltillo    Edward  Thomas,  Saltillo  1 

371  Cambridge    Wm.  Crossley,  Cambridge  2 

379  Coshocton     Wm.  Green,  Coshocton  1 

383  Bobins    Port  Anderson,  Hobins  2 

385  Wainright    E-rail  Tolf o,  Wainright  2 

389  Beaumont  August  Olson,  The  Plains  3 

394  Murray   City    Henry  Chancy,  Murray  City  3 

416  Barton    Joe  Schwender,  Barton  1 

417  Carbondale    Perry  Louderback,  Carbondale  2 

421  Nelsonville    James  Allen,  Nelsonville  3 

429  Flushing    Wm.  Handle,  Flushing  1 

435  Washingtonville Robert  Mcintosh,  Washington vil  I c  1 

455  Salinesville    John  Saxton,  Salinesville  1 

459  Lafferty    John  Norton,  Lafferty  1 

471  Uhrichsville    J.  Morrison,  Uhrichsville  1 

502  Deerfield   George  Foster,  East  Greenville  1 

509  Roswell     Edward  Evans,  Barnhill  2 

540  Buchtel    Reed  Russill,  Buchtel  3 

552  Kipling    Ruf us  Totten,  Lore  City  1 

587  New    Philadelphia    Wm.  Level,  New  Philadelphia  1 

.592  Hocking   Edward  Michael,  Athens  3 

624  Bell   Valley    P.  P.  Koons,  Caldwell,  R.  F.  D.  2 

632  Rush  Run Harry  Coss,  Rayland  1 

648  Millfield    Frank  Burns,   Glouster  3 

786  Bellaire    G.  W.  Hinds,  Bellaire  2 

788  Bennwood,  W.  Va William  Coshron,  Bennwood,  W.  Va.  1 

804  Connorville    C.  Dalphi,  Connorville,  O.  1 

839  Buchtel     John  Kinneer,  Buchtel  3 

867  Stewartsville   Pat  Robinson,  Stewartsville  1 
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No.  Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate 

881     Wellston    David  Coon,  Wellston 

940    Rutland    Earnest  Harrison,  Rutland 

965  Salinesville    Clyde  Blozy,  Salinesville 

966  Flushing Albino  Fondriest,  Flushing 

971     Yorkville    A.  R.  Watkins,  Yorkville 

971     Yorkville    John  Armitge,  Tiltonsville 

978     Bamhill    T.  L.  Lewis,  Bridgeport 

983     Nelsonville    G.  H.  Hutchinson,  Longstreet 

1075     Canal  Fulton   Wm.  F.  Links,  Akron 

1077     Bellaire    Chas.  E.  Stiner,  Bellaire 

1102    Derwent    Charles  Green,  Buffalo 

1145     Rendville    Andrew  Moore,  Rendville 

1184  Carbondale   T.  Y.  Hull,  Carbondale 

1185  New  Pittsburgh    H.  A.  Lanning,  New  Pittsburgh 

1210     Uhrichsville    T,  L.  Lewis,  Bridgeport 

1216     Brilliant    J.  H.  Chadwell,  Brilliant 

1235     Bergholz C.  W.  Duke,  Bergholz 

1238     Derwent    Joseph  Devault,  Byesville 

1245    Dillonvale    John  Zelenka,  Bridgeport 

1252    New  Straitsville   John  Doherty,  New  Straitsville^ 

1256     Dilles  Bottom    G.  J.  Alien,  Dilles  Bottom 

1272     Martins  Ferry   Alfred  P.  Doughty,  Martins  Ferry 

1275     Cannelville    J.  T.  Hodgson,  Cannelville 

1286     Stewartsville    Thos.  W.  Hughs,  Stewartsville 

1302     Provident    Henry  Noel,  Provident 

1324    Moxahala    S.  C.  Pyle,  Moxahala 

1336     East  Palestine James  Lewis 

1351     Murray    Oscar  Albaugh,  Murray 

1375     Pomeroy    L.  D.  Davis,  Pomeroy 

1392     Wheeling,  W.  Va Thos.  W.  Hughes,  Bridgeport 

1399     Minerville    L.  J.  Parker,  Minerville 

1430     Connorville    John  Bertho,  Connorville 

1435     Amsterdam    James  Riley 

1486     Lore  City    S.  M.  Philips,  Cambridge 

1496     Midvale    EH  Thorp,  Bamhill 

1531     Athens    I.  N.  Coleman 

1575     Washington vi lie    Robert   Mcintosh,    Washingtonvillo 


Votei 
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Location.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate 

$     Harmony    Will  Thompson,  Byesville 

)    Salinesville    Clyde  Blazey,  Salinesville 

9    Lansing    Thos.  Fowler,  Lansing 

6    Billie  Bottom   John  Morris,  Moundsvillo 

6    Paddens  Run   Alfred  P.  Doughty,  Martins  Ferry 

6    Dillonvale Pat  Jaffney,  Dillonvale 

3  Blairmont    Chas.  R.  Drake,  Blairmont 

1     East  Greenville   George  Foster,  East  Greenville 

4  Bailey  Mills Noah  Long,  Bailey  Mills 

8    Robins    Joe  Wittoon,  Robins 

8    Robins    Lee  Hall,  Byesville 

0  McLuney    John  M.  Colbin,  McLuney 

3    Byesville    Robert,  Love,  Byesville 

3    Coshocton     John  Hall,  Conesville,  R.  D.  No.  1 

3    Pomeroy    L.  D.  Davies,  Pomeroy 

3  Maynard   Bouk  Ostroski,  Maynard 

i    Byesville    Joe  DeVault 

6  Modoc    Wm.  Robinett,  Jacksonville 

1  Salinesville    Clyde  Blazey,  Salinesville 

7  Bergholz   David  C.  Jones,  Bergholz 

2  Bush  Run    Arvey  P.  Brindley,  Rayland 

4  East  Greenville John  N.  Davis,  East  Greenville 

8  Shady   Side    Wm.   Snyder,   Bellaire 

2    Fhencedal    Tohn  Marengon,  Fhencedale 

1     Bell   Valley    O.  P.  Rippeth,  Bell  Valley 

)    Harpersville    ' Powl  Hochway,  Dillonvale 

)     Bradley    Enrico  Vaglienti,  Bradley 

Navarre    Talley  Jones,  Justus 

Carbon  Hill    John  Murphoy,  Carbon  Hill      , 

East  Greenville    George  H.  Foster,  East  Greenville 

Buffalo    Nick  Pearson,  Buffalo 

Coal   Ridge    Peter  Hickle,  Coal  Ridge 

Salinesville    Clyde  Blazy,  Salinesville 

Maynard    Sydney  Jones,  Maytiard 

Maynard    Win.  Sumcrville,  Maynard 

Blain     William  Norman,  Blain 

Xhinglen    Wm.  Harris,  Dunglen 


Votes 

1 
1 
4 

2 
o 

3 
2 


2 
2 
2 
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1 
2 
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1 
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1 
2 
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5 

1 
1 

1 


hjis  required  amt. 
3 
3 
3 
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2181     Ramsey    T^ess  Becheold,  Ramsey 

2183     Piney    Fork     Harry  Barter,  Piney  Fork 

2186     Canaanville    George  Robo,  Athens 

2225     Roseville    Dennis  Emory,  Roseville 

2238     Sand  Run   Eugeni  Hutchison,  Longstreet 

2247     Circlegreen    David  C.  Jones,  Bergholz 

2262     Dilles  Bottom    Wm.  Martin,  Moundsville 

2276    Klee    Marko  Roma,  Klee 

2276     Klee    * George  Morgan,  Klee 

2290    Coshocton    James  McCormick,  Coshocton 

2379  Dalton    George  Foster,  East  Greenville 

2380  West  Wheeling   Thos.  Hughs,  Bridgeport 

2386  Glencoe    Noble  Auld 

2387  Fairpoint    John  Huml,  Fairpoint 

2400     Salt   Run    Charles  Smith,  Brilliant 

2449     Opperman    Harry  Williams,  Opperman 

2451     Seneca ville    Aretus  Gregg,  Senecaville 

2459     New  Philadelphia   Henry  Narney,  New  Philadelphia 

2526    Neff    Jerome  Watson,  Neff 

2530     Santoy    .lames  Bell,  Santoy 

2559  Carbon  Hill   George  Brannigan,  Longstreet 

2560  West  Brookfield    George  H.  Foster,  East  Greenville 

Less  than  10  mem. 

2581     Amsterdam     James  Cross,  Amsterdam 

2592  Bridgeport    Thomas  Thurman,  Bridgeport 

2593  Laflferty    L.  E.  Mellot,  Lafferty 

2603     Byesville    Joseph  De Vault,  Byesville 

2641  Manchester    Louis  Wasmer,  Manchester 

2642  Buffalo     George  M.  Oliver,  Buffalo 

2724     Stanwood    John  N.  Davis,  East  Greenville 

2735     Rodesdale    John  Caraway,  Rodesdale 

2737     Sugar   Creek    T.  N.  Coleman,  Athens 

2879     Pleasant   City    Calvin  Stewart.  Pleasant  City 

DISTRICT  NO.   7. 

82     Andenried     Thomas  Kelley,  Summit  Hill,  Pa. 

lt)9    McAdoo    Andrew  Kapitulea,  McAdoo 
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173 

251 

700 

1438 

1494 

1497 

1505 

1507 

1513 

1518 

1519 

1520 

1536 

1548 

1554 

1571 

1572 

1652 

1665 

1704 

1719 

1738 

2033 

2047 


136 
216 
244 
246 
249 
301 
337 
629 
677 
697 
769 


Location.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

Beaver  Brook    Xeal  J.  Ferry,  McAdoo 

Tresckow   John  Lakovich,  Highland 

Hauto    Con  O  'Donnell,  Tamaqua 

Ebendale    Andrew  Kapitulea,  McAdoo 

Ck)leraine    Thomas  Kelley,  Summit  Hill 

Lattimer  Mines Coy  Brislin,  Milnesville 

Harwood  Mines John  Lakovich,  Highland 

Eckley   John  Fedorshan,  Eckley 

Nurenberg   Joel  F.  Stevens,  Sr.,  Hazle  Brook 

Jeddo    Leo  Conalvan,  Jeddo 

Dripton   Ralph  Simmons,  Nesquehoning 

Harleigh    Andrew  Kapitulea,  McAdoo 

Coaldale    Con  O  'Donnell,  Tamaqua 

Hazle  Brook Joel  F.  Stevens,  Sr.,  Hazle  Brook 

McAdoo   Joel  F.  Stevens,  Sr.,  Hazle  Brook 

Tamaqua    C.  C.  Boner^  Tamaqua  2 

Lansf ord    Daniel  Fisher,  Lansf ord  5 

Highland    John  Lakovich,  Highland  tax  due 

Summit  Hill    Thomas  Kelley,  Summit  Hill  1 

Nesquehoning    Ralph  Simmons,  Nesquehoning  4 

Lansf  ord    Con  O  'Donnell,  Lansf  ord        Has  required  amt. 

Lansf  ord    Tliomas  Kennedy,  Lansf  ord  3 

Lansf  ord   Con  O  'Donnell,  Tamaqua       Has  required  amt. 

Hazleton   Andrew  Matty,  Hazleton  1 


DISTRICT  NO.   8. 

Carbon    Charles  Thompson,  Carbon,  Ind. 

Brazil    Lenard  Doliania,  Diamond 

Brazil    John  Moran,  Brazil 

Diamond    Lenard  Doliania,  Diamond 

Hoosierville    Harry  Conners,  Perth 


Asbboro    Harry  Conners,  Perth 


Less  than  10  mem. 


Diamond Lenard  Doliania,  R.  R.  No.  3,  Carbon  2 

Brazil    James  D.  Holden,  Brazil  1 

Knigbtsville Charles  Thompson,  Carbon  1 

Center  Point   Harry  Conners,  Perth  1 

Cardonia    Charles  Thompson,  Carbon  1 
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No.  Location.                                          Xanie  and  Address  of  Delegate 

771     Perth   Harry  Conners,  Perth 

776     Harmony    Charles  Thompson,  Carbon 

779     Asherville Harry  Conners,  Perth 

883     Coal  Bluff    Charles  Thompson,  Carbon 

1211     Fontanet    Wm.  A.  Goshen,  Fontanet 

1251     Brazil    Lenard  Doliania,  Diamond 

1325     Diamond    George  Morganthaler,  Diamond 

1909     Bridgeton     Charles  Thompson,  Carbon     Less  than  10  mem. 

2716     Perth    Georjre  Phillips,  Perth  1 


506 
863 
918 
1023 
1049 
1062 
1105 
1261 
1358 
1362 
1398 
1403 
1464 
1467 
1500 
1511 
1516 
1550 
1563 
1568 
1629 
1638 
1642 
1688 
1725 


Vot«l 

1 
I 
J 
tax  dot 
1 
1 
1 


DISTRICT   NO.   9. 


Locust   Gap    John  J.   Doyle,  Locust  Gap,   Pa. 

Forestville    John  Fahy,  Shamokin 

Girardville    Thomas  Balavige,  Girardville 

Shamokin    Miles  Dougherty,  Shamokin 

Hickory  Swamp    Josei)h  Turanick,  Hickory  Swamp 

Lykens    Edward   Harris,  Lykens 

Morey   Colliery    Martin  Xas^,  Glen  Carbon 

Tower  City    Wm.  Reigle,  Tower  City 

Shenandoah    Stiney  Geguzis,  Shenandoah 

Mahanoy   City    John  Strambo,  Mahanoy  City 

Shaft    Anthony  Lienartovicz,  Shaft 

Shenandoah    John  Binek,  329  S.  Main  St.,  Shenandoah 

Girardsville    Petor  Zvmaitis,  Girardsville 

Shenandoah    Mike  Wayte,  20  N.  Americh  et.,  Shenandoah 

Mahanoy  City    Jos.  Bendincke,  Mahanoy  City 

Washington  City    Martin  A.  Nash,  Glen  Carbon 

liost  Creek   M.  J.  McGrath,  Lost  Creek 

Williamston     Martin  J.  Doyle,  Williamstown 

Mahanoy  City    Martin  A.  Nash,  Glen  Carbon 

New   Philadelphia    George  l^itvenn,  Silver  Creek 

Park  Place  (J.  Heric,  Park  Place 

Glen    Carbon Martin  A.  Nash,  Glen  Carbon 

(Jlen  Carbon    Martin  A.  Nasli,  Glen  Carbon 

Duncott    Thos.  J.  Richards,  Minersville 

Shamokin     Wm.  Reigle,  Tower  City 
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No.  Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate             Votes 
2164     Shenandoah Martin  P.  Powasis,  134  N.  Jardin  st.,  She- 
nandoah 1 
2701     Culpmont    Saym  Brazlncky,  Culpmont  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 

934     Carbonado    Jeff  Davis,  Carbonado,  Wash.  5 

1003     Melmont   Martin  J.  Flyzik,  Wilkeson  1 

1048     Wilkeeon    Martin  J.  Flyzik,  Wilkeson  2 

1717     Hum    C.  C.  Johnson,  Tono  1 

2257     Black  Diamond  John  Mills,  Black  Diamond  5 

2362     New  Castle Wm.  Short,  Wilkeson  2 

2373     Burnett    J.  R.  Glackin,  Burnett  2 

2510     Roslyn  Leslie  Rienovsky,  Roslyn  5 

2512     Cle  Elum    Robert  H.  Harlin,  Cle  Elum  2 

2512     Cle  Elum   Chas.  Moffitt,  Cle  Elum  1 

2512     Cie  Elum   Thomas  W.  Russell,  Cle  Elum  1 

2583     Roslyn    Eli  Isatoli,  Roslyn  2 

2869     Pittsburg    Wm.  Short,  Wilkeson  2 

2871     Beekman    Ted  Morgan,  Roslyn  3 

DISTRICT  NO.  11. 

21     Princeton    Basil  H.  Pickett,  Princeton,  Ind.  2 

23     Terre  Haute    William  Def rity,  Terre  Haute  3 

28     Clinton    Elee  Bianichini,  Clinton  1 

42     Clinton    Thomas  Brantlinger,  Clinton  1 

54     Mecca    Presley  Haughee,  Mecca  1 

74  Clinton    Joe  Hind,  Clinton  2 

75  Dugger    G.  W.  Lackey,  Terre  Haute  1 

75     Dugger    Creed  Fitzpatrick,  Dugger  2 

117     West  Terre  Haute   Otto  Smith,  West  Terre  Haute  1 

130     Clinton    Lawrence  Vales,  Clinton  1 

139     Tyford    Fred  Davis,  Tyford  1 

155     Bicknell    J.  J.  Rogers,  Bicknell  1 

223     Brazil    David  W.  Lawson,  Knightsville  2 

228     Shirley     David  Swan,  R.  R.  No.  9,  Sullivan  1 

254     Shelbum    Ed  Hoffman,  Shelburn  2 

350     Seeleyrille    John  Samide,  303  N.  Ashley  st.,  Brazil  2 
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No.  Location.                                        Name  aiid  Address  of  Delegate              Yotei 

352     Bicknell    Harvey  Wade,  Bicknell 

381  Clinton    Alex  Jones,  Clinton 

382  Clinton    Macaln  Reid,  Clinton 

390    Evansville    Ben    Tilecamp,    Upper    Mt.    Vernon    Road, 

Evansville 

412    Hymera    Morgan  Liewis,  Hymera 

437     Jason ville    Thomas  Cook,  Jasonville 

508     Terre  Haute    W.  B.  Van  Horn,  314  Opera  House  Bldg., 

Terre  Haute 

525     Clinton    \Vm.  Debaua,  Clinton 

559     Cannelburg    Andrew  J.  Gates,  Cannelburg 

625     Linton    James  Veller,  R.  F.  D.  No.  5,  Linton 

764     Littles    Lewis  Cloin,  Littles 

876     Linton    Cam  Smith,  Jjinton 

906    Clinton    Geo.  M.  Jones,  Clinton 

941     Burnett    Charles  Knox,  Burnett 

987     Caledonia    Lem  Thomas,  Famsworth 

1044     Shelbum   Edward  Wallace,  Shelburn 

1054    Terre  Haute   B.    L.   Lorten,   560   LaFayette   ave.,    Terre 

Haute  2 

1111     Jackson  Hill   Chas.  W.  Rusher,  Hymera  2 

1243  Boonville    Edward  Thurber,  Boonville 

1244  Boonville  Claude  Koutz,  Boonville 

1301     Linton    John  T.  Singleton,  Linton 

1328     Linton    Thomas  Williams,  Linton,  Route  1,  Box  3 

1371     Chandler    Wm.  Whitaker,  Chandler 

1383     Linton    T.  L  Roberts,  Linton 

1452     Evansville    Ed.  Sutheimer,  614  Devon  St.,  Eyansville 

1539     Buncen    George  Hanes,  Clinton,  No.  2 

1555     Carlisle    Herman  B.  Listen,  Carlisle 

1646     Clinton    Thomas  Jones,  Clinton 

1658     Winslow    S.  F.  Tyner,  Winslow 

1698     Bicknell    Chas.  Fox,  Terre  Haute 

1698     Bicknell    James  A.  Hooper,  Bicknell 

1713     Dugger    Frank  Deneve,  Dugger 

1743     Jasonville   Sherman  Barn  hart,  Jasonville 

1755     Boonville  Wesley  Lewis,  Boonville 
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•.  Location.                                       Name  and  Address  of  Delegate             Votes 

)     Clinton    Charles  F.  Myers,  Clinton  1 

5     Gilmour    J.  H.  Norxis,  Gilmour  *  2 

I     Hjniera    Ora  Kastner,  Hymera  1 

3     Jasonville    Stephen  Clough,  Jasonville  1 

Z     Clinton    Angus  Stevenson,  Clinton  2 

J     Hymera    Alex  Cummins,  Hymera  2 

(     Jasonville    Homar  Inm^n,  Jasonville  3 

L     Clinton    David  B.  Lewis,  Clinton  1 

Z     Glendore    Alex  Dozier,  Sullivan  2 

)     Willf red    Oliver  Campbell,  Shelburn  3 

)     Linton Aug.  Gertzell,  Linton  2 

1  Jasonville    George  McMichen,  Jasonville  1 

2  Atherton    Albert  Clark,  Atherton  2 

5     Winslow    Frank  Lynxwiler,  Ayrshire  1 

3  West  Terre  Haute  Patrick  Golden,  815  N.  13^  st.,  Terre  Haute  2 

5     West  Terre  Haute  Alva  Porter,  West  Terre  Haute  1 

J     Shelburn    Charles  W.  Smiley,  Shelburn  2 

I     Bicknell   Samuel  Holden,  Bicknell  3 

I     Linton   George  Tucker,  S.  Main  st.,  Linton  1 

I     Clinton    C.  C.  Webster,  Clinton  4 

\     Vicksburg    H.  P.  Moss,  B.  B.  No.  3",  Linton  2 

)     Jasonville   Elmer  Herr,  Jasonville  1 

>  Linton    John  M.  McCallum,  Linton  2 

>  Clinton    D.  B.  Lewis,  Clinton  1 

I     West   Terre  Haute    David  Bobb,  Box  297,  West  Terre  Haute        2 

[     Shelburn   George  Borders,  Shelburn  2 

>  Fontanet    Edward  Burk,  Fontanel  3 

;      Farmersburg    Geo.  Smith,  Farmersburg  1 

J     West  Terre  Haute  B.  C.  Fyf e.  West  Terre  Haute  1 

\      Turner    Joseph  Bosley,  Brazil  2 

»      Sullivan    Lon  Hunter,  Sullivan  1 

Sullivan   Chas.  Daughtry,  Shelburn  1 

DISTBICT  NO.  12. 

[      Carbon  Hill   Wm.  Hutton,  Carbon  Hill,  111.  2 

Coal  City   Bobert  Osborne,  Coal  City  *      4 

I      Hanaford    Chas.  Ard,  Hanaford  2 
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27 

41 
52 
52 
52 

67 
88 
94 
98 
99 

101 

101 

106 

109  ' 

122 

125 

146 

165 

167 

224 

247 

283 

291 

297 

304 

305 

307 

310 

317 

320 

321 

322 

331 

343 

348 


Location.  Xame  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

Mt.  Pulaski   James  Brady,  1424  Maryland  ave.,  luring- 

field  1 

Catlin    Chas.  Bishop,  Catlin  1 

Centralia    J.  L.  McKrittrick,  Centralia  3 

Centralia Hy.  Suendemeyer,  Centralia  2 

Centralia    J.  M.  Zimmerman,  505  Farmers'  Bank  Bldg., 


Springfield  2 

Breese   Jul.  Weshinsky,  Breese 

Eldorado    Jas.  J.  McGuinn,  Eldorado 

Moweaqua    Sam  Scgloski,  Moweaqua 

Duquoin    Philip  Davis,  Duquoin 

Belleville    Thomas  J.  Hitchings,  Belleville 

Pana    CM.  Spice,  Pana  2 

Pana    Bernard  Murphy,  Pana  1 

Dunfermline    John  Chenoweth,  Dunfermline  3 

Assumption Wm.  Scott,  Assumption  2 

Pocahontas  Ben  Hensley,  Pocahontas  2 

Mt.  Olive John  E.  Fenwick,  Mt.  Olive  .  4 

Divernon    William  Radford,  Divernon  5 

Willisville   Alex  Barber,  Willisville  4 

Witt   ' James  Kerr,  Witt  3 

Lincoln    Thomas  Parry,  Lincoln  2 

Minonk    Stock  Ingergki,  Minonk  1 

WestvDle    F.  P.  Donaldson,  Georgetown  4 

Toluca    Oarmil  Pozzi,  Toluca  5 

New  Baden    Emil  Strotheide,  New  Baden  4 

Belleville     Jas.  Bullas,  Belleville  3 

Rentchler    Wm.  Vivian,  Rentchler  1 

Sorento    Wilbur  McReaken,  Sorento  i 

Hillsboro    Edward  Peek,  Hillsboro  4 

Springfield    James  Brady  1 

Westville    Vic  Lenfant,  Westville  4 

Springfield    Arthur  Farrand,  Springfield  1 

South   Danville    Clifford  Robson,  E.  Third  St.,  Danville  1 

Springfield    William  Peel,  Springfield  1 

Sparta   Paul  Berryman,  Sparta  1 

Hillery    Robert  Graves,  Danville  '  "  8 
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No.      Location.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

366     Cutler    Kent  Killion,  Cutler  1 

368     Cuba    Ed.  Murphy,  Cuba  4 

388     Clifford    Wm.  Vanhoose,  Clifford  4 

409     Duquoin    ( -armie  Kelley,  Duquoin  2 

413     Springfield    John  A.  Walker,  1608  E.  Washington  St., 

Springfield  3 

420     Eldorado    Jason  Newman,  Eldorado  1 

438  Equality    G.  W.  McClane,  Junction  1 

439  Pleasant  Plains Charles  Easton,  Less  10  mem. 

448  .  Springfield    Dave  C.  Littrell,  1126  S.  College  st.,  Spring- 
field 3 

467     South   Wilmington    Joseph  Pomatto,  South  Wilmington  4 

470     Duquoin    Len  Grills,  Duquoin  2 

473  LaSalle    James  Williams,  R.  R.  No.  24,  LaBalle  4 

474  Briar  Hill    John  H.  Jones,  Edgmont  Station,  East  St. 

Louis  2 

478     Duquoin    Jos.  Legrand,  Duquoin  2 

478     Duquoin     (^has.  Freemab,  Duquoin  1 

491  Auburn    Richard  Mottershaw,  Auburn  1 

492  Springfield    Sam  McClement,  612  N.  Grand  ave..  Spring 

field  2 

494     Springfield    James  Kelly,  1229  E.  Monroe,  Springfield  2 

503     Westville    Archio  Thompson,  Westville  4 

503     Westville    Tohn  H.   Walker,  Farmers  *   National  Bank 

Bldg.,  Springfield  3 

511     Tildcn    Charles  Conner,  Tilden  1 

322     Pekin    Hugh  Kelly,  Pekin  1 

527     Litchfield ?:inicr  E.  Puckett,  Litchfield  1 

563     East  Peoria    .James  R.  Boundy,  East  Peoria  1 

598     Lincoln    Joseph  Malcrich,  631  College  st.,  Lincoln  2 

600     Cantrall     Roljcrt  Eadie,  Cantrall  2 

605     Murphysboro    .Tohn  Reese,  Murphyshoro  2 

611     Sparta    Jamos  T I crrin,  Sparta  2 

618     Peru    Fames  Skolton,  2029  Ninth  st.,  Peru  1 

620  LaSalle    Petor  Grulie,  Fourth  st.,  LaSallc  ^ 

621  Sandoval    Wm.    Buchholtz,   Sandoval  3 

633     Athens    Henrv  Brackham,  Athens  I 
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644     Hillsboro     Alvia  Siler,  Hillsboro 

646     Taylorville    M.  D.  Lewis,  Taylorville 

649  Peru    Mikel  Driskell,  LaSalle 

650  Edwards    Edward  Sleet  h,  Edwards 

651  Rutland    Anton  Rupe,  Rutland 

654  Tallula    Charles  Easton,  Pleasant  Plains 

655  Herrin    . Max  Kratch,  Herrin 

658  Percy    Fount  Clayton,  Percy 

659  Sparta    James  S.  Wright,  Sparta 

661     Hanna  City   Mall  Aston,  Hanna  City 

668     Wordeu    Homer  A.  Stroud,  Wordcn 

672     Petersburg    Ohirles  Easton 

683     Murphysboro    Lee  Garner,  Murphysboro 

685     ColHnsville    Steve  Britton,  Collinsville 

685     Collinsville    James  P.  Darmody,  Collinsville 

685     Collinsville    Frank  J.  Hayes,  Indianapolis 

685  Collinsville    Thomas  J.  Reynolds,  Collinsville 

686  Glen   Carbon    '. . . .  Chas.  Hagen,  Glen  Carbon 

687  Freeburg    Robert  Browning,  Freeburg 

691     Troy    Walter  Wilkinson,  Troy 

691     Troy    Moses  Johnson,  Troy 

693     Virden James  Shaw,  Virden 

693  Virden  Chance  Alderson,  Virden 

694  Girard    Francis  Peppard,  Girard 

701  Wilderman    Chauncey  C.  Brown,  Wildorman 

702  Carlinville     John  Rier,  Carlinville 

703  O  'Fallon   George  Heck,  O  Tallon 

704  Trenton    Louis  Gribler,  Trenton 

705  O  'Fallon    Dave  Wilson,  O  'Fallon 

707     Peoria    Edward  Hamer,  Arago  st.,  Peoria 

711     Johnston  i'ity    R.  L.  Lewis,  Johnston  City 

711     Johnston  City    John  W.  Jarrard,  Johnston  City 

715     Odin    Tra  Meredith,  Odin 

717     Marion    Lon  Sweeney,  Marion 

720  Williamson     John   Rausch,  Livingston 

721  Pana    L.  J.  Lynch,  6  State  St.,  Pana 

726     Winona    Frank  Obermillcr,  Winona 
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Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

Mt.  OKve  A.  F.  Germer,  Belleville  2 

Mt.  Olive    Sam  Johnson,  Mt.  Olive  3 

Oillespie    Thomas  Dowie,  Gillespie  3 

Gillespie    W.  W.  Branam,  Gillespie  3 

Springfield    Henry  Fishwick,  N.  Eleventh  st.,  Springfield  4 

Peoria    George  Vicary,  R.  R.  No.  1,  Peoria  2 

Peoria,   George  Tomblin,  R.  R.  No.  1,  Peoria  3 

^artonville    John  Scheidel,  Bartonville  2 

^^wnee   Albert   Weiden,   Pawnee  4 

X)ewey   Station    Abraham  Ralph,  Dewey  Station,  Belleville       1 

^loomington     Fred  Heldt,  1314  S.  Oak  St.,  Bloomington       2 

Overton ..  Frank  Esper,  Spaulding  4 

Staunton    Edward  A.  Wieck,  Staunton  5 

Staunton    Frank  W.  Schaef er,  Staunton  4 

i:ikville   Joseph  Power,  Elkville  3 

l.edford    L.  O.  Keltner,  Ledford  3 

^     Greenridge    Patrick  Hart,  Greenridge  2 

^     Breese   Hubert  Mueller,  Breese  2 

^^    Fordville    M.  W.  Robertson,  Fordville  3 

^1    Decatur    Emil  Reinhold,  1419  E.  Condit  2 

84    Marrissa   Al.  Isgrigg,  Marrissa  3 

84    Marrissa    R.  J.  Wilson,  Marrissa  2 

92    Norris    John  Anderson,  Norris  2 

94    Eldorado    John  Hartman,  Eldorado  3 

)S    Harrisburg   W.  R.  Horn,  Harrisburg  3 

10    Streator    Wm.  Atkinson,  Streator  3 

0    Streator    John  Ryan,  Streator  3 

0     Streator    Frank  Farrington,  Streator  2 

7     Selbytown    Dan  Clark,   1131   S.  Nineteenth  at.,  Spring- 
field 2 

5  Lincoln    Cbas.  Schnieder,  1727  Citizen  ave.,  Lincoln       3 

0  Edwardsville    John  Kniser,  E'dwardsville  1 

2  Pana    August  Legru,  Pana  2 

6  Barclay    John  Williams.  Barclay  1 

1  Spaulding   Jamoa  Brady  1 

5     Muddy    Gilea  Davis,  Muddy  3 

3  Collinsville    Frank  Hefferley,  Collinaville  2 
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850     Dawson   Alfred  Corday,  Dawson 

859  Belleville   Wm.  Wilson,  Belleville 

860  St.  David   Rd.  Williams,  St.  David 

892  Kingston  Mines    Sam  Palmer,  Kingston  Mines 

893  Canton   Delano  Roosa,  Canton 

893     Canton   Byram  Essex,  Canton 

895    Boanoke    Peter  Micca,  Hoanoke 

929     Oglesby   Michael  Pietrzak,  Oglesby 

929     Oglesby    Duncan  McDonald,  505  Farmers  Bank  Bm 

ing,  Springfield 

931     Seatonville    George  Helmer,  Seatonville 

944    Herrin    John  II.  Davis,  Herrin 

946    Farmington    , Samuel  Pascoe,  Farmington 

948     Hilliary    ('has.  E.  Harrington,  320  Bensyl  ave.,  D 

ville 

951     Ledford    Fred  Potts,  Ledford 

959     West   Frankfort    J.  E.  Hicks,  West  Frankfort 

959     West   Frankfort    Wm.  Lorhmer,  West  Frankfort 

980     CofPeen    G.  Jl.  Bridgewater,  Coffeen 

986     Herrin    W.  J.  Sneed,  Herrin 

986     Herrin    Groce  Lawrence,  Herrin 

986    Herrin    (Joo.  F.  Wilson,  Herrin 

992     Zeigler    Edw.  Tate,  Zeigler 

992     Zeigler    Nick  Keserich,  Zeigler 

996  Braidwood    Thomas  F.  Murphy.  Braidwood 

997  Springfield    .lames  Brady 

999     Springfield    Patrick      O  »Marc,      1422      Tovclan<l      j 

Springfield 

1000     Herrin    Arthur  T.   Pace,   Herrin 

1040  Harrishurg lohii  T.  Morris,  Harrisbiirg 

1051     Ladd    Jono  Pozzi.   Ladd 

1055     Cambria    Frank   Lansford,  Cambria 

1057  Colchester    lohn  Hunter,  Colchester 

1059     Carrier   Mills    Jjimoa  H.  Pitman,  Carrier  Mills 

1090  New  Athens  Charles   W.   Sebastian,  New  Athens 

1091  Royalton    T.  .7.  AVard,   Royalton 

1098     Cambria    A.  N.  Sinionds,  Cambria 
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Westville    Marion  Cubbage,  Westville  2 

Westville    Evan  Evans,  Westville  1 

Sherrard   Fred  Foster,  Sherrard  2 

Standard    Joseph  Chcrillo,  Standard  5 

Carrier    Mills    T.  E.  Vaughn,  Carrier  Mills  1 

Springfield    Fred  Stanyer,  1130  N.  14th  st.,  Springfield    2 

Marion    Albert  I>anklin,  Marion  2 

Dewmaine    Joseph  Swofford,  Dewmaine  4 

CarterviUe    James  Kelly,  Carterville  3 

Rend    ^ J.  H.  Mooney,  Rend  3 

Brereton    John  Long,  Brereton  3 

Tilden    Thomas  Collins,  Tilden  1 

Farmington    Olof  Anderson,  Farmington  2 

Farmington    James  Lord,  Farmington  2 

Dewmaine    William  M.  Prentice,  Dewmaine  3 

Sesser    John  Kane,  Sesser  4 

Johnston  City   C.  C.  Pearce,  Johnston  City  2 

Herrin    Abe  Hicks,  Herrin  4 

Carterville    Barney  Monroe,  Carterville  1 

Mascontah    Frank  Zink^  Mascoutah  1 

Georgetown    Joe  Thompson,  Georgetown  4 

Georgetown    Charles  Armstrong,  Georgetown  3 

Marion    Frank  Slagle,  Marion  3 

Thayer    .* John  Temple,  Thayer  4 

Centralia    J.  J.  Bell,  Centralia  3 

Mathersville   James  Hailstone,  Mathersville  1 

Coulterville    James  Luckey,  Coulterville  1 

Buckner    John  Lanton,  Christopher  1 

Sparland  F.  T.  Campbell,  Sparland  1 

Wasson    M.  W.  Applegate,  Wasson  2 

Du  Quoin   Phil  Davis,  Du  Quoin  2 

Herrin    Peter  Lauder,  Herrin  1 

Benton     C.  E.  Childers,  Benton  4 

Springfield    John    A.    Poston,    Cor.    17th    and    Kansas, 

Springfield  1 

Panama     Peter  Smith,  Panama  4 

Cedar  Point Mathew  Vitton,  Cedar  Point  3 
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1624    Seneca William  Woodrow,  Seneca 

1632     Springfield    James  Brady 

1677    Eldorado    J.  H.  Goss,  Eldorado 

1722    Oglesby    William  Pryde,  Oglesby 

1749    Westville   Achille  Lete,  Westville 

1749    Westville   Joe  Kamarata,  Westville 

1776    West  Frankfort    Oscar  Horn,  West  Frankfort  2 

1782     Royalton    Jack  Miller,  Royalton  2 

1795    Herrin    George  Sirles,  Herrin  S 

1797     Edgemont    David   Driver,   Belleville  3 

1802     Maryville    Eugene  R.  Armstrong,  Maryvill'j  5 

1865     Eldorado   William  Brignall,  Eldorado  2 

1880     Marion    Thomas  Sanders,  Mariot;  2 

1880     Marion    Paul  J.  Smith,  Marion  1 

1893     Witt   Mike  Campion,  Witt  4 

1899     Edgemont    Dave  Young,  Belleville  2 

1908     Auburn    Thomas  McLaughlin,  Auburn  1 

1911     Springfield    John  Hughes,  2149  S.  16th  St.,  Springfield      2 

1927     Farmington    Samuel  Pascoe,  Farmington  1 

1941     Johnston  City   Troy  Lewis,  Johnston  City  3 

1944     Westville     David  Pierce,  Westville  3 

1948     Pekin    Joe  Wyld,  East  Bluff,  Pekin  1 

1971     West  Frankfort    N.  S.  Anderson,  West  Frankfort  2 

2129     Marion    Arley  Sinks,  Marion  1 

2158     Tower  HiU  Charles  Dilley,  Tower  Hill                   '  1 

2215  Johnston  City   F.  G.  Berry,  Johnston  City  4 

2216  Marion    John  Robeson,  Marion  2 

2219     Benld    David  Shaw,  Benld  3 

2219     Benld    John  McGill,  Benld  3 

2221     Benton     Bert  Harris,  Benton  4 

2368     Murphysboro    Sherman  Wheeler,  Murphysboro  3 

2376     Christopher    Joe  Thompson,  Christopher  5 

2384     Mathersville    Benjamin  Adams,  Mathersville  1 

2404    Virden    Peter  Peredotti,  Virden  4 

2441     Springfield    Fred  Haley,   1722   Peoria  road,   Springfield    3 

2443     Blue   Mound    Robert  McCray,  Blue  Mound  1 

2468     Christopher    J.  W.  Shadowen,  Christopher  4 
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169    Fordville    S.  P.  Watson,  Carterville  2 

il3    Taylorville    John  Stanley,  Taylorville  3 

14  Shilow Wm.  Hornberger,  Shilow  3 

15  Harrisburg    Jobe  Richards,  Harrisburg  5 

53  Sherman    .,. Fritz  Snider,  2004  E.  West,  Springfield  4 

54  Whiteash    Robert  A.  Lewis,  Johnston  City  1 

55  Bush    James  Murray,  Bush  4 

56  Carterville   Frank  H.  Martin,  Carterville  2 

19    Beckemeyer    John  P.  Jameson,  R.  R.  No.  2,  Carlyle  2 

21    Herrin    Oscar  Bandy,  Herrin  2 

54    Auburn   William  Ryder,  Auburn  3 

56    Livingston    Thos.  McCullister,  Livingston  3 

56  Livingston    Frank  Renko,  Livingston  3 

57  West  Frankf 6rt  Joseph  Douglas,  West  Frankfort  3 

TB    JeflPries    Lemuel  Atkins,  Johnston  City  1 

'9    Hillsboro    John  Gilmore,  Hillsboro  3 

)3     Johnston  City   W.  O.  Summers,  Johnston  City  2 

)4     Marion    L  N.  Bearden,  Marion  1 

)5     Stonington    £d.  Berry,  Stonington  2 

)6     South  Wilmington    Rudolph  Yearach,  South   Wilmington  3 

)7     Benld    Ed  Lowry,  Benld  3 

)7     Benld    Owen  Neal,  Sawyerville.  3 

)8     French  Village    Albert  Tyas,  1038-A  State  st.,  E.  St.  Louis     4 

.0     DeCamp   Chas.  J.  Moulin,  Worden  1 

>9     Farmington    Ralph  Clark,  Farmington  2 

;7     Carrier  Mills   A.  F.  Mitchell,  Carrier  Mills  2 

tO     Middlegrove    Isaac  Colvin,  Middlegrove  1 

7     Spring  Valley   Joseph  Yearsley,  Spring  Valley  3 

7     Spring  Valley   John  Mitchell,  3  Claremont  ave.,  Mount  Ver- 
non, New  York  State  3 

i,     ,  DISTRICT  NO.  13. 

O     Valley  Junction    Neal  Crook,  Des  Moines,  la.  2 

5  Des  Moines    Tom  Morris,  Des  Moines  3 

6  Colfax Thos.  Reed,  Colfax  4 

7  Oskaloosa   John  P.  White,  Oskaloosa  1 

2     Ottnmwa    John  Rupe,  510  N.  Waller  st.,  Ottumwa  1 
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159    Uarkes   J.  F.  Ilagan,  Jerome  1 

178     Beacon    John  O.  James,  Beacon  1 

201    Brazil    John  Bailey,  Centerville,  B.  R.  No.  3  4 

206    Seymour Wm.  Clark,  Seymour  3 

242    Avery    Jake  Black,  Hynes                  ^  1 

318    Yoder    Robert  Hughes,  Berwick  2 

326    Blythe    Dan  Sheeters,  Oskaloosa  2 

372    Rathbum    Frank  Mihalavich,  Rathbun  2 

384    Des  Moines   Gevilym  Rees,  Des  Moines  3 

534    Flagler    Pat  Murphy,  Flagler  1 

553     Centerville    R.  B.  Crone,  Centerville  4 

553     Centerville    Geo.  Rusao,  Centerville  4 

553     Centerville    Wm.  Ferris,  Centerville  3 

634    Mystic    Tom  Stephenson,  Mystic  4 

634    Mystic    A.  Pyner,  Mystic  3 

671     Seevers    Wm.  Mabie,  Seevers  2 

692     Hickory    W.  H.  Robnett,  Hickory  2 

709     Madrid    Robert  McBemy,  Madrid  2 

775     Cincinnati    James  R.  Simmons,  Cincinnati  3 

793     Albia T.  J.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Albia  1 

812     Exline    James  Early,  Exlinc  2 

845    Norwoodville    A.  McCarty,  Norwoodville  1 

851     Marquisville    Lewis  Smith,  Marquisville  2 

869     Boone    Sam  Ballantyne,  Boone  5 

875     Numa    Andrew  Seath,  Numa  4 

916    Hiteman    W.  J.  Davis,  Hiteman  4 

916    Hiteman    Frank  Cameron,  Hiteman  3 

981     Everist    C.  C.  Gibbons,  Everist  2 

1047     Des    Moines Matt  Williams,  South  Des  Moines  2 

1121    'Hocking    P.  G.  Crevelier,  Hocking  3 

1121     Hocking    John  Gay,  Hocking  3 

1140     Des    Moines Charles  Eberhart,  Fair  Grounds,  Des  Moines    2 

1169     Bear  Creek 11.  S.  Haakinson,  Bear  Creek  1 

1169     Bear  Creek W.  H.  Rodgers,  Albia  1 

1318     Coalfield    Thomas  Cable,  Coalfield  1 

1573     Carney   Andy  Swanaon,  R.  R.  No.  4,  Highland  Park, 

Carney  3 
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Madrid    P.  T.  McGary,  Woodward 

Buxton    .' .  G.  D.  Yancey,  Buxton 

Buxton    E.  P.  Thomas,  Buxton 

Buxton    W.  H.  Brown,  Buxton 

Ogden    Kichard  Havens,  Ogden 

High   Bridge    J.  C.  Lewis,  Madrid,  High  Bridge 

Ankeny    W.  Sage,  Carney 

Durfee  Ed  Mahaffy,  Bussey 

Des  Moines    Frank  Borkus,  R.  R.  No.  5,  Des  Moines 

Enterprise    G.  H.  Edmands,  P^nterprise 

Phildia    Joe  Castings,  Woodward,  R.  R.  No.  4 

Butledge    Dave  Crow,  Ottumwa 

Hynes    Fred  Bilterman,  Avery 

Ward    Wm.  Boulger,  Ward 

j  DISTRICT  NO.  14. 

Stippville John  McDonald,  Stippville,  Kan. 

Frontenac    James  Hay,  Frontonac 

Weir   City P.  C.  Grodidior,  Weir  City 

Pittsburg Victor  Loss,  Pittsburg 

Breezy    Hill John  Dunlap,  Breezy  Hill 

Turck  Alex.  Howatt,  Pittsburg 

West  Mineral Bernard  Harrigan,  West  Mineral 

Frontenac    Hugh  O  'Hara,  Frontenac 

Nelson    Ross  Thomas,  R.  R.  No.  1,  Pittsburg 

Scammon  Gus  Dwyer,  Scammon 

Scammon  Robert  Gilmour,  Pittsburg 

Croweburg    f.  D.  Ryder,  Mulberry 

Skidmore  Marcell  Fourmont,  Scammon 

Croweburg William  Kennedy 

West  Minernl Matt  Patterson,  Scammon 

Stone   City Tack  Finley 

Radley    T.  Kelso,  Radloy 

Mulberry Tamos  Tangye,  Mulberry 

Frontenac    Samuel  Variot,  Pittsburg 

Mineral    Marcell  FcMirniont,  Scammon 

Franklin    Walter  Vindel,  Franklin 
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2662  Carona   .lames  Robertson,  Carona 

2827  Puller    Tohn  Yeokilm,  Fuller 

2864  Scammon F.  S.  Bateman,  Skidmore 

DISTRICT  NO.  15. 

84  Superior    Teophile  Wantellet,  Superior,  Colo. 

995  Puritan   Aloux  Dyet,  Erie 

1388  Lafayette   K.h.  Doyle,  Lafayette 

1668  Louisville    John  Masoner,  Louisville 

1772  Palisade    lohn  R.  Lawson,  Denver 

2483  Gorham    Janies  Patterson,  Gorhani 

DISTRICT  NO.  16. 

6:^5  Vale  Summit Thomas  Higgens.  A'';ile  Summit,  Md. 

DISTRICT  NO.  17. 

263  Micklow Henj.  F.  Morris,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

285  Montgomery   P.  F.  McCauley,  Donwood 

404  Mammoth    K.  K.  Smith,  Mammoth 

531  Carbondale   John  Greenway,  Montgomery 

546  Hernshaw   0.  E.  Tiickes,  Hernshaw 

660  Smithers   Lewis  Morris,  Montgomery 

979  Pocahontas   M.  1).  Whitesel,  Pocahontas 

1037  Carbondale   J.  M.  Craigo,  Charleston 

3267  Bramwell    B.  Smith,  Burn  well 

1276  Boomer    Encole  Di  Giacomo,  Boomer 

1448  Longacre    L.  A.  Prichard,  Longacrc 

1808  Elk   Ridge    W.  C.  England 

1869  Longacre  C.  H.  Williams,  Longacrc 

2015  Plymouth D.  E.  Lovett,  Plymouth 

2018  Harowood    Sam  De  Marco,  Harewood 

•J120  Black  Betsey James  B.  Mills,  Black  Betsey 

2172  Marting Fred  Depoter,  Marting 

2681  Ward    J.  W.  Blount,  Ward  ^ 

2685  Detroit C\  W.  Tittle,  Carbondale 
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■^o.     Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

*3  a    Bellevue Clement  Stubbs,  Bellevue,  Can.  1 

23i4    Fernie   J.  E.  Carter,  Fernie,  B.  C.  5 

23 1 4    Fernie   David  Rees,  Fernie  5 

DISTRICT  NO.  19. 

IS7    Wooldridge Joo  Vasey,  Wooldridge,  Tenn.  1 

'S3    Oswego    Fohn  F.  Bowden,  KnoxvDle  1 

^^e    East  Bemstadt C^has.  Wells,  East  Bernstadt,  Ky.  1 

^^C    Soddy T.  M.  Gann,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  3 

^^O    Soddy Patrick  Cary,  Knoxville  2 

^^8    East  Bemstadt William  R.  Doan,  East  Bernstadt,  Ky.  1 

XII9    Pittsburg Chas.  Wells,  East  Bernstadt  no  tax  pd 

X^08    Pittsburg John  Jeffrey,  Pittsburg  1 

I8I5    Wooldridge  Joe  Vasey,  Wooldridge,  Tenn.  tax  due 

DISTRICT  NO.  20. 

1114    Coal   City W.  M.  Harrison,  Birmingham,  Ala.  Less  10  mem. 

3525    Birmingham    J.  R.  Kennamer,  113%  N.  21st  St.,  Birming- 
ham 1 

DISTRICT  NO.  21. 

340    Midland James  Mullon,  Midland,  Ark.  1 

.586    Huntington  M.  L.  Sisco,  Huntington,  Ark.  5 

787     Bridgeport    T.  H.  Lipps,  Bridgeport,  Tex.  2 

894    Lyra Alfred  Johnson,  Strawn,  Tex.  2 

1026    Coalgate    Arthur  Hillier,  Coalgate,  Okla.  2 

1127     Wilburton   Morris  Cheatham,  Wilburton,  Okla.  2 

1170    Chant H.  B.  Long,  Chant,  Okla.  3 

1176    Haileyville    G.  W.  Lendsey,  Hailey ville,  Okla.  1 

1176    Haileyville    Dan  Brotor,  Haileyville,  Okla.  No  vote 

1191    Coalgate    Joe  Carrage,  Coalgate,  Okla.  5-2  Ex. 

1199     Bonanza    Harry  Connor,  Bonanza,  Ark.  1 

1306     Adamson   Joe  Askey,  Adamaon,  Okla.  3 

'1315    Jenny  Lind Harry  Conners,  Jenny  Lind,  Ark.  2 

1556     RuBsellville    Matt  Gillespie,  Russellville,  Ark.  1 
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No.  Location.                                          Xanie  ami  Address  of  Delegate 

2662     Carona   James  Robertson,  Carona 

2827     Fuller    John  Yeokilm,  Fuller 

2864     Scammon  J.  8.  Bateman,  Skidmore 

DISTRICT  NO.  15. 

84     Superior    Teophile  Wantellet,  Superior,  Colo. 

995     Puritan   Aloux  Dyet,  Erie 

1388     Lafayette    E.  L.  Doyle,  Lafayette 

1668     Louisville    John  Masoner,  Louisville 

1772     Palisade    John  R.  Lawson,  Denver 

2483     Gorham    .James  Patterson,  Gorham 

DISTRICT  NO.  16. 

G.'i5     Vale  Summit Thomas  Higgens,  Vale  Summit,  Md.       tax 

DISTRICT  NO.  17. 

263    Micklow Benj.  F.  Morris,  Charleston,  W.  Va, 

285     Montgomery    P.  F.  McCauley,  Donwood 

404     Mammoth    E.  K.  Smith,  Mammoth 

531     Carbondale   John  Oreenway,  Montgomery 

546     Hernshaw   G.  E.  Tuckos,  Hemshaw 

660     Smithers    Lewis  Morris,  Montgomery 

979     Pocahontas   M.  D.  Whitesel,  Pocahontas 

1037     Carbondale    J.  M.  Craigo,  Charleston 

1267     Bramwell    B.  Smith,  Burnwell 

1276     Boomer    Encole  Di  Giacomo,  Boomer 

1448     Longacre    L.  A.  Prichard,  Longacrc 

1808     Elk   Ridge    W.  C.  England 

1869    Longacre   C.  H.  Williams,  Longacre 

2015     Plymouth D.  E.  Lovett,  Plymouth 

2018     Harewood    Sam  Do  Marco,  Harewood 

2120     Black  Betsey James  B.  Mills,  Black  Betsey 

2172     Marting  Fred  Depoter,  Marting 

2681     Ward   J.  W.  Blount,  Ward  ^ 

2685     Detroit C.  W.  Tittle,  Carbondale  i 
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DISTRICT  NO.  18. 

Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

Bellevue Clement  Stubbs,  Bellevue,  Can.  1 

t     Feraie   J.  E.  Carter,  Fernie,  B.  C.  5 

t     Fernie   David  Rees,  Femie  5 

DISTRICT  NO.  19. 

^     Wooldridge loe  Vasey,  Wooldridge,  Tenn.  1 

^     Oswego    John  F.  Bowden,  Knoxville  1 

>  East  Bemstadt Ohas.  Wells,  East  Bernstadt,  Ky.  1 

)     Soddy T.  M.  Gann,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  3 

5     Soddy Patrick  Cary,  Knoxville  2 

i     East  Bemstadt William  R.  Doan,  East  Bernstadt,  Ky.  1 

)    Pittsburg Chas.  Wells,  East  Bernstadt  no  tax  pd 

^     Pittsburg John  Jeffrey,  Pittsburg  1 

>  Wooldridge   Joe  Vasey,  Wooldridge,  Tenn.  tax  due 

DISTRICT  NO.  20. 

-     Coal   City W.  M.  Harrison,  Birmingham,  Ala.  Less  10  mem. 

Birmingham    J.  R.  Kennamer,  113%  N.  21st  st.,  Birming- 
ham 1 

DISTRICT  NO.  21. 

Midland James  MuUon,  Midland,  Ark.  1 

Huntington  M.  L.  Sisco,  Huntington,  Ark.  5 

Bridgeport    T.  H.  Lipps,  Bridgeport,  Tex.  2 

Xiyra  Alfred  Johnson,  Strawn,  Tex.  2 

Coalgate    Arthur  Hillier,  Coalgate,  Okla.  2 

Wilburton   Morris  Cheatham,  Wilburton,  Okla.  2 

^     Chant  : H.  B.  Long,  Chant,  Okla.  3 

^    Haileyville    G.  W.  Lendsey,  Haileyville,  Okla.  1 

^    Haileyville    Dan  Brotor,  Haileyville,  Okla.  No  vote 

^^    Coalgate    Joe  Carrage,  Coalgate,  Okla.  5-2  Ex. 

^    Bonanza    Harry  Connor,  Bonanza,  Ark.  1 

^    Adamson    loe  Askey,  Adamson,  Okla.  3 

15    Jenny  Lind Harry  Conners,  Jenny  Lind,  Ark.  2 

»6    Russellville    Matt  Gillespie,  Russellville,  Ark.  1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


412 

No.  Location.                                        Xanie  ami  Address  of  Delegate             Vot«^3 

1778     Pocahontas   (J.  W.  Lindsay,  Hallyville,  Okla.  1 

1810  Jenny  Lind losh  Riggs,  Jenny  Lind,  Ark.  3 

1811  Phillips   Jienry  Waldecker,  PhilUps,  Ark.  2 

1814     Dening Sam  Young,  Dening,  Ark.  3 

1816     Alderson    S.  H.  Nobles,  A Iderson,  Okla.  X 

1818  North  McAlester Lewis  Templeton,  North  McAlester,  Okla.  1 

1819  Lehigh   E.  F.  Ross,  Lehigh,  Okla.  2 

1819     Lehigh   D.  C.  Cunningham,  Lehigh,  Okla.  2 

1856     Pittsburg Archie  Graham,  Pittsburg,  Okla.  1 

1912     Hartford   P.  R.  Steward,  McAlester,  Okla.  1 

2063     Spadra Kvin  Harris,  Spadra,  Ark.  3 

2097     Hartshorne   C.  E.  Hall,  Hartshome,  Okla.  2 

2201     Bryant Roy  Ray,  Br>'ant,  Okla.  ^ 

2283     Gowen    '. .  Wm.  Vermillion,  Gowen,  Okla.  2 

2287     Dewar    R.  D.  Smith,  Dcwar,  Okla.  - 

2327     Krebs .J.  R.  McClary,  Krebs,  Okla.  2 

2466     Bridgeport T.  II.  Lipps,  Bridgeport,  Tex.  '  ^ 

2494     Midland J.  A.  Struiik,  Midland,  Ark.  2 

2535     Strawn  Alfred  Johnson,  Strawn,  Tex.  2 

2538     Thurber   John  Hobbs,  Thurber,  Tex.  5 

2538     Thurber   N.  E.  Johnson,  Thurber,  Tex.  4 

2660     Bokoshe  Thomas  Stephenson,  Bokoshe,  Okla.  1 

2749  Wilburton    F.  W.  McMahan,  Wilburton,  Okla.                      2 

2763     Thurber   Thomas  Muss,  Thurber,  Tex.  5-1  Ex. 

2766     Greenwood    Mose  Clcvengcr,  Greenwood,  Ark.  1 

2766    Greenwood    Fred  W.  Holt,  Drawer  68,  McAlester,  Okla.      1 

DISTRICT  NO.  22. 

230     Monarch Wm.  Waltruberg,  Monarch,  Wyo.  3 

2174     Rock    Springs Martin  Caliill,  Rock  Springs  5 

2174     Rock   Springs Paul  J.  Paulson,  Rock  Springs  1 

2282     Rock  Springs Thomas  Gibson,  Rock  Springs  1 

2282     Rock    Springs Wm.  McAllister,  Rock  Springs  3 

2293     Rock    Springs Thomas  Foster,  Rock  Springs  5 

2309     Rock    Springs William  Iredale,  115  4th  st.,  Rock  Springs  1 

2311  Almy    Orson  Brown,  Almy  l 

2312  Dictz    A.  G.  Morgan,  Cheyenne  1 
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2312 
2318 
2326 
2328 
2331 
2335 
2336 
23S0 
2516 
2532 
2eX6 
2^30 
2671 
27O0 
2702 

2742 
^752 


174 
188 
328 
356 
487 
602 
602 
607 
630 
631 
645 
665 
669 
669 
678 
680 
716 


Lo<*atioii.  Name  and  Address  of  Delegate             Votes 

Dietz   Joe  Belson,  Dietz                                                  1 

Cumberland Desire  Gaspard,  Cumberland                                3 

Sweetwater  . .». Peter  Wiggins,  Sweetwater                                  2 

Superior Harry  Whelar,  Superior                                         5 

Oftkley  John  Ray,  Oakley                                                  2 

Hanna  Geo.  A.  Brown,  Hanna                                         5 

Diamondville    Daniel  Prentice,  Diamondville                             2 

Frontier Frank  Norman,  Frontier                                      4 

Bock  Springs William  Iredale,  115  4th  st..  Rock  Springs         1 

Cambria John  R.  Jones,  Cambria                                        5 

Superior    W.  H.  Powell,  Superior                                          5 

Hudson    Roy  Adams,  Hudson                                               1 

Gebo Oscar  Durbin,  Gebo                                               1 

Crosby  George  Friskel,  Crosby                                         1 

Gunn   James  Hackett,  Gunn                                           2 

Acme  H.  M.  Walker,  Acme                                             1 

Cameyville   Mike  Broshear,  Carney ville                                   3 

Sublet    Chas.  P.  Gildea,  Sublet                                         3 

DISTRICT  NO.  23. 

Bevier   C.  L.  Thomas,  Cleaton,  Ky. 

Beech   Creek Walter  Williams,  Beech  Creek 

SpottSTille  T.  O.  McCarty,  Spottsville 

Owensboro Roy  Williams,  1804  W.  Main,  Owensboro 

Simmons   Fred  Tatum,  Simmons 

Central  City George  Baker,  Central  City 

Central  aty H.  H.  Vincent,  Central  City 

Mercer  Station John  Dibble,  Mercer  Station 

Island    I.  T.  Nelson,  Island 

Taylor  Mines lames  Stumn,  Beaver  Dam 

Island    Tames  Rowe,  Island 

McHenry  Henry  Render,  McHenry 

Bevier    Chas.  Smith,  Bevier 

Bevier Dennis  Young,  Bevier 

Echols    T.  II.  Graham,  Echols 

Drakesboro    L.  B.  Walker,  Drakesboro 

Cleaton    D.  R.  Childs,  Cleaton 
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No.  Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate             Vc^"* 

809    McHenry John  T.  Main,  McHenry 

1017  Rockport   J.  A.  Wilson,  Rockport 

1021    Henderson B.  M.  Boll,  Henderson 

1093     Browder    S.  N.  Estes,  Browder 

1124  Dekoven Huston  Pounds,  Dekoven 

1125  Hillside  James  Bobertson,  Hillside 

1282     Dekoven    Huston  Pounds,  Dekoven 

1289    Cleaton    N.  B.  Walls,  Cleaton 

1630    Luzerne   C.  S.  Engler,  Greenville 

1735    Midland Mack  Dowell,  Midland 

1793    Bender J.  T.  Maine,  Bender 

1844    BluflP  City Jack  Church,  BluflF  City 

1935    Drakesboro  Oscar  Mooney,  Drakesboro 

2572    Drakesboro  Oscar  Mooney,  Drakesboro 

2600    Uniontown J.  J.  Maltingly,  Uniontown  ^ 

2613     Graham   T.  H.  Majers,  Graham  ^ 

2613     Graham   J.  M.  Fox,  Graham  ^ 

2783     Nelson   W.  D.  Duncan,  Nelson  J 

2870     Drakesboro   J.  F.  Davis,  Drakesboro  I 

DISTBICT  NO.  24. 

1018  St.  Charles Thomas  Boulden,  St.  Charles,  Mich.  2 

1166     Bay  City William  Menefec,  605  Elm  st,  Bay  City  3 

1203     Bay  City H.  L.  Murphy,  Bay  City  2 

1203     Bay  aty Joseph  Smith,  Bay  City  1 

1222     Saginaw John  Crutchfield,  955  Brockway  Bt.,  Saginaw    1 

1567     Saginaw Charles  Neuhaus,  1805  Gratiot  ave.,  Saginaw, 

W.  S.  2 

1574     Bay  City 1  homas  Headington,  703  N.  Chilson,  Bay  City  2 

2414     Saginaw Andrew  Diamond,  Saginaw 

2414     Saginaw William  Diamond,  Saginaw 

2462     St.  Charles Joseph  Stricklen,  St.  Charles 

2523     Akron Thomas  Heath,  Akron 

2564     Swan   Creek T.  L.  Jones,  202  Wells  st.,  Saginaw 

2664     Bay  aty Wm.  Roberts,  1610  N.  Van  Buren,  Bay  City 


Digitized  by 


Google 


415 
DISTRICT  NO.  25. 

No.          Location.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

^        ICeota F.  W.  Furley,  Keota,  Mo.  1 

^^^        Xezington George  Turner,  Lexington  2 

^^^        Xexington Cnarles  Gaither,  Lexington  2 

1 '  1        Xexington Frank  Lawrence,  Lexington  2 

1^^        Xexington Ed  Thompson,  Lexington  2 

^^^        ^arceline    Elmer  Binker,  Marceline  2 

298        Richmond    Arch  Helm,  Richmond  5 

2^S        Hichmond    Hugh  King,  Richmond  4 

®'^        Ijeavenworth    Wm.  Jenkins,  1118  N.  5th  St.,  Leavenworth, 

Kan.  2 

'  ^      Higbee John  Barron,  Higbee,  Mo.  1 

^^^      Bevier   George  Hepple,  Bevier  4 

^^^     Higbee John  Barron,  Higbee  2 

^^^     Ardmore    F.  W.  Furley,  Keota  2 

^^1    EUiott   Peter  McGurk,  Elliott  1 

1^^5    Huntsville   David  Reese,  Huntsville  2 

1^35    Huntsville   George  Manuel,  Moberly  2 

1226    Novinger   Joseph  Jackson,  Novinger  3 

1429    Leavenworth  Wm.  Jenkins,  1118  N.  5th  st.,  Leavenworth, 

Kan.  1 

1442    Novinger   Homer  CoghiU,  Novinger,  Mo.  1 

1442    Novinger   D.  A.  Frampton,  Novinger  1 

1611    Leavenworth  Fritz  Becker,  Leavenworth,  Kan.                         1 

1847    Connelsville R.  J.  Skelton,  Connelsville,  Mo.                          3 

1858    Leavenworth   Henry  Workman,  Leavenworth,  Kan.  2 

1918    Bevier   Jacob  Jouleys,  Bevier,  Mo.  2 

1918     Bevier   John  Lauderbak,  Bevier  2 

1942     Novinger  James  Mooney,  Moberly  1 

2143    Marceline Henry  Wyett,  Marceline  2 

2205    Novinger  Joe  Jackson,  Novinger  1 

2614    Windsor Michael  Daley,  Windsor  1 

2649     Higbee John  C.  Herron,  Higbeo  1 

2669     Bowen    Wm.  Davis,  Windsor  2 

2744    Keota  F.  W.  Furley,  Keota  2-1  Ex 
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'  DISTRICT  NO.  26. 

No.  I^ocation.                                        Name  and  Address  of  Delegate  Votes 

469     Springhill   Kent  Foster,  SpringhiU,  N.  S.  3 

945    Sydney J.  B.  MacLachlin,  Glace  Bay  1 

1705    Reserve  "Mines  James  D.  McLennan,  Glace  Bay  1 

DISTRICT  NO.  27,   . 

370  Belt   John  Jeffries,  Belt,  Mont  2 

858  Bear  Creek    Henry  Drennan,  Bear  Creek  1 

915  Klein   Fat  Coggins,  Klein  4 

928  Roundup   Mike  Dugan,  Roundup  1 

1771  Red  Lodge Leon  Woodberry,  Red  Lodge  4 

1771  Red  Lodge Allin  Walker,  Red  Lodge  3 

2020  Sand   Coulee John  Meeks,  Sand  Coulee  3 

230i  Stockett  .' Joseph  G.  Orosey,  Stockett  4 

2866  Roundup   Adam  Wilkinson,  Roundup  2 

Fraternal  delegates  to  represent  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners: 
EDWIN  YOUNG,  Denver,  Colo. 
JOHN  A.  MACKINNON,  Denver,  Colo. 

Following  is  a  list  of  credentials  received  from  various  local  unions  which  hav« 
elected  salaried  officers  who  are  not  members  of  the  respective  locals.  Said  officers  are 
all  delegates  to  this  convention  from  the  )ocal  unions  in  which  they  hold  their  mem- 
bership : 

Dist. 
No.  L.U.       Location.  Name. 

1  1644    Dickson  City,  Pa John  W.  Mack,  District  Secretary 

2  673     Soldier,  Pa Thomas  Haggerty,  National  Board  Member 

5  376     Roscoe,  Pa John  O  'Leary,  District  Board  Member 

6  973     Jackson,  Ohio G.  W.  Savage,  District  Secretary 

6  2136  Lisbon,    Ohio John  Saxton,  Sub-District  President 

6  2284  Crooksville,   Ohio Lee  Hall,  Sub-District  President 

9  115  Shamokin,  Pa John  Strambo,  Vice-President 

11  1634  Bicknell,  Ind Charles  Fox,  District  Secretary 

12  37     Coal  City,  111 William  Hutton,  Sub-District  President 

12  1986    New  Wanlock,  111 James  Lord,  District  Board  Member 

13  958    Unionvillc,  Mo Frank  Cameron,  District  Secretary 
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DL**t.  Name. 

No.  L.U.         Location. 

14  1224  Rich   Hill,   Mo Robert  Gilmour,  District  Secretary 

15  2546  Rockvale,   Colo John  R.  Lawson,  National  Board  Member 

23  682     Powderly,   Ky Robert  M.  RoU,  District  President 

24  2568     Flint,  Mich Joseph  Smith,  District  President 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT  NEUTZLING, 
WILLIAM      DONALDSON, 
('loilential  Committee  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Previous  to  arranging  our  credential  report  the  following  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretaries  of  the  various  districts: 

1115  State  Life  Bldg.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  December  19,  1911. 

Mr.  ,  Secretary  District  No. ,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — We  would  respectfully  request  that  you  forward  to 
us  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  salaried  officers  and  organizers  of  your  dis- 
trict and  sub-districts  in  order  that  we  may  prepare  the  credential  report  for 
the  coming  convention  in  compliance  with  Section  2,  Article  V  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  provides  that  no  elective  or  appointed  officer  shall  be  a  delegate 
from  any  local  union  other  than  his  own  local  union. 

This  does  not  include  any  one  who  may  be  an  officer  but  is  employed  at 
the  mine. 

Would  request  that  you  give  this  matter  your  immediate  attention  and  an 
early  reply  wUi  be  appreciated. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT  NEUTZLING, 
WILLIAM  DONALDSON. 

Credential  Committee. 
After  receiving  answers  the   following   letter  was  sent  to  every  salaried 
officer  in  our  organization.     . 

1115  State  Life  Bldg.,  Indianapolis,  Tnd.,  December  29,  1911. 
To  the  Elective  and  Appointed  t)fficers,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

Brothers — You*  are  aware  that  the  International  Constitution  provides  that 
no  elective  or  appointed  officer  can  represent  any  local  union  otlier  than  tlic 
one  in  which  he  holds  membership. 
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In  the  event  that  you  are  elected  delegate  to  the  Tnternational  convention 
you  are  requested  to  have  the  secretary  of  your  local  union  fill  out  the  enclosed 
blank  and  forward  to  us  at  your  earliest  opportunity. 

If  you  act  promptly  you  will  permit  the  placing  of  your  name  on  the  list 
of  delegates,  which  must  be  printed  and  distributed  on  the  first  day  of  the  con- 
vention to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  constitution. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT  NEUTZLING, 
WILLIAM  DONALDSON, 
Credential  Committee,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
Delegate  Pigozzi,  District  No.  5 — I  move  that  we     suspend     the     rules 
when  we  adjourn,  and  reconvene  at  7  o'clock. 

No  second  being  offered  to  the  motion  it  was  not  entertained. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 
Delegate  Lackey,  secretary  of  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 
The  following  three  resolutions,  dealing  with  one  subject  matter,  were 
considered  together  by  the  committee: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  198. 

Whereas,  Nearly  every  state  of  industrial  importance  has  secured  the 
enactment  of  a  compensation  law  for  the  working  people;  and. 

Whereas,  Pennsylvania,  the  greatest  industrial  state  in  the  Union,  has 
not  up  to  this  time  secured  the  enactment  of  a  compensation  law  because 
of  the  poorly  organized  conditions  of  the  working  people  of  this  state  and 
the  opposition  to  such  humane  legislation  coming  from  gigantic  corpora- 
tions and  trusts;  and. 

Whereas,  Over  350,000  mine  workers  and  their  families  would  be  great- 
ly benefited  by  the  passage  of  a  compensation  law;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  International 
President  who  shall  represent  our  international  organization  and  attend 
the  next  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  state  legislature  and  co-operate  with 
the  other  representatives  of  labor  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  compensa- 
tion law.  JOHN  McCartney, 

JOSEPH   WiTiKES, 
Adopted  by  L.  U.  1339,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  Committee. 

FRANCIS  P.  LAMB,  Secretary. 
S.   PRESCOTT,  President. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  270. 
To  the  Tw€nty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  \V.  of  A. — Greeting: 

Whereas,-  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1943,  of  Bniceton,  Pa.,  be- 
lieve it  is  of  grave  importance  and  urgently  essential  for  the  enactment  of  a 
uniform  law  in  the  various  states  of  our  country  that  will  reasonably  and  ade- 
quately compensate  the  killed  and  injured  workmen  who  are  employed  in  the 
various  industries  of  the  different  states  of  our  country,  and  more  especially,  the 
mining  industry;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  a  law  of  this 
character  it  will,  to  a  very  great  degree,  not  only  reduce  the  enormous  loss  of 
life  of  the  workmen  who  are  employed  in  almost  every  branch  of  industry  of 
our  states,  and  especially  the  mining  industry;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  representatives  of  the  Mine  Workers  here  assembled, 
appeal  to  the  various  legislators  of  our  states  for  the  enactment  of  a  com- 
p^ensation  law. 

PATRICK  FINNEY, 
JOHN  DONELLY, 
FRANK  GEORGE, 

Committee. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  273. 

Pittsburg,  Kan.,  January  9,  1912. 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  Local  Union  No.  219  that  the  International 
convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  go  on  record  as  favoring  a  national  compensa- 
tion law  for  the  workers  of  the  United  States,  and  that  Congress,  now  in  ses- 
sion, be  petitioned  to  enact  the  same  at  the  present  session. 
Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  219. 

Secretary  Lackey — The  committee  offers  the  following  substitution  for  the 
three  resolutions  just  read:  The  committee  concurs  in  the  spirit  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  recommends  that  where  there  is  no  compensation  law  in  any  of  the 
states  comprising  the  mining  industry  that  the  international  organization  give 
all  the  assistance  possible  to  the  state  organizations  in  procuring  the  same. 
On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  204. 

Hcrminie,  Pa.,  January  9,  1912. 
To  the  OfScers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third   Annual  Convention  of 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Assembled  in   Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  505,  assembled  in  a  regular  meeting 

M.  Pfo.-14. 
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of  said   local    union,   heg   to   submit    tlie    following   reRolution   for   your  con- 
sideration : 

Whereas,  The  miners  of  Westnxoreland  county,  which  is  known  as  the 
Irwin  Field,  Pa.,  were  engaged  in  a  strike  for  sixteen  months,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  wages,  hours  of  labor,  working  conditions  and 
recognition  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  that  prevail  in  our  neighboring  districts 
where  our  organization  has  secured  an  agreement;  and 

Whereas,  Wc  went  back  to  work  on  the  third  day  of  July,  1911,  de- 
feated for  reasons  that  the  organization  was  not  in  the  position  to  support 
the  same,  and  while  the  mines  were  overcrowded  by  strike-breakers  coming 
over  here  from  all  over  the  country;  and 

Whereas,  Our  field  is  affecting  the  organized  district,  especially  Dis- 
tricts No.  2  and  No.  5,  and  also  moans  much  for  the  future  of  our  union  in 
those  districts;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  appeal  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  that 
they  take  some  action  on  the  situation  in  this  field  and  give  the  same 
its  consideration,  and  at  any  time  they  deem  it  necessary  to  call  on  us 
we  are  ready  to  lay  down  our  tools  and  struggle  again  for  the  welfare  of 
the  union  .^nd  full  recognition  of  our  beloved  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America. 

MIKE    PREVEDEL,    President. 
FRANK  KOKAL,  Secretary. 
JAMES  TUNNECLIFFB, 
PATR   ZIOVANETTO, 
JOE  BORRLICH, 

Committee. 

Delegate  Lackey — Your  committee  recommends  that  this  entire  matter 
be  referred  to  the  International  Executive  Board. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  219. 

Jamestown,  Pa.,  December  28,   1911. 
Resolved,  That  we,  the  oilicers  and  members  of  Local  Union  No.  521, 
Jamestown,  Pa.,  District  No.  2,  ask  the  national  convention  to  formulate 
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a' sick  and  accident  fund  the  same  to  be  controlled  by  the  national  organi- 
zation. 

(Signed)     THOMAS   McCABE,  President. 
JOE  McQUILLEN,  Secretary. 

Delegates. 
WM.  H.  EDWARDS, 
MATT.  NORTH. 
Secretary  Lackey — Your  committee  offers  the  following  substitute: 
We,  your  committee,  believe  in  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  as  far  as  it  goes 
toward  assisting  our  sick  and  injured  brothers,  but  believe  this  is  not  an  oppor- 
tune time  to  take  this  question  up  nationally,  and  recommend  that  no  action  be 
taken. 

On  motion  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  225. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  reiterates  its  condemnation  of  the  National 
Civic  Federation,  and  by  so  doing,  records  its  disapproval  of  the  action  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  Convention,  and  its  emphatic  disapproval  of  the 
action  of  such  of  our  delegates  as  supported  the  Civic  Federation  upon  the  floor 
of  that  convention. 

LOCAL  2512,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Cle  Elum,  Wash. 

Secretary  Lackey — The  matter  contained  in  this  resolution  is  covered  by  a 
substitute  for  Resolution  185,  Page  12,  minutes  of  January  18.  We  think  it 
unnecessary  to  take  any  further  action,  and  I  move  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  concurred  in.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  254. 

Hollister,  O.,  December  6,  1911. 
Resolution  pertaining  to  Civic  Federation  and  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. : 
Whereas,  At  the  late  annual  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  held  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  a  resolution  prevailed  which  permitted  officers  of  that  body  to  be  officers 
of  the  National  Civic  Federation,  such  action  repudiating  the  action  of  the 
late  annual  convention  of  the  International  Union,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  held  in 
Colnmbus,  Ohio,  January,  1911;  and 

Whereas,  The  National  Civic  Federation,  officered  as  it  is  by  Andrew  Car- 
negie and  other  labor  skinners,  is  sufficient  proof  that  when  the  workers  are 
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affiliated  in  any  way  with  such  an  organization  it  becomes  detrimental  to  the 
progress  of  trades  unionism;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  remember  Homestead  twenty  years  ago  and  the  brave 
heroes  with  the  hobnailed  shoes  and  sleeveless  shirts  who  so  nobly  resisted 
the  oppression  of  the  Camegies  and  others  and  fought  so  nobly  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  higher  standard  of  civilization;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  favor  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  at  their  Twenty-third  Annuai 
Convention  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  January  16,  1912,  withdrawing  from 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  until  such  time  as  the  A.  F.  of  L.  withdraws  its  support  from 
the  National  Civic  Federation. 

Presented  by  D.  W.  Wallace  and  adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  202,  U.  M. 
W.  of  A. 

Adopted  by  the  annual  convention  of  District  No.  6,  and  ofTered  to  the 
International  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

G.  W.  SAVAGE,  Secretary. 

Delegate  Lackey — We  offer  the  following  recommendation:  The 
matter  contained  in  this  resolution  was  passed  upon  when  the  convention 
acted  on  the  matter  contained  in  the  first  twenty-five  lines  of  Resolution 
No.  107.  I  move  that  the  action  of  the  committee  be  concurred  in.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Savage,  District  No.  6 — What  was  the  action  of  the  committee 
on  Resolution  No.  1071 

Delegate  Lackey — The  resolution  covered  the  same  matter  as  this,  and 
the  action  of  the  convention  on  Resolution  No.  107  we  recommend  to  cover 
the  action  on  this  resolution.  We  nonconcurred  in  Resolution  No.  107  down 
to  line  twenty-five,  and  the  action  of  the  convention  was  to  nonconcur. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.),  District  No.  6 — As  I  understand  it,  the  entire 
matter  was  deferred  until  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
would  report. 

Delegate  Lackoy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — W^c  nonconcurred  in 
Resolution  No.  107  down  to  line  twentj^-five.  The  principle  involved  in 
Resolution  No.  107  down  to  line  25  was  the  withdrawal  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  resolution  from 
line  twenty-fivo  to  the  conclusion  deals  with  industrial  organization  and  was 
covered  by  another  resolution. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Perry  stated  that  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  who  devotees 
themselves  exclusively  to  the  care  of  the  aged  and  destitute  poor  of  both  sexes^^  « 
and  who  cared  for  needy  old  people  regardless  of  religion  or  nationality,  deaireVri 


Digitized  by 


Google 


423 

the  privilege  of  stationing  some  of  their  members  in  the  lobby  to  receive  dona- 
tions from  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  that  the  Little  Sisters  of  the 
Poor  be  granted  the  permission  they  ask.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned  to  reconvene  at  9  o'clock 
a.  m.,  Monday,  January  22. 


SIXTH  DAY- MORNING  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Monday,  January 
22,  President  White  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  No.  12 — I  v^ant  to  ask  if  a  motion 
fvill  be  entertained.  I  v^ould  like  to  make  an  explanation'  before  I  make 
a  motion.  Yesterday  in  the  meeting  of  the  Scale  Committee  when  President 
White  was  with  us  the  question  of  our  status  with  regard  to  meeting  the 
operators  on  the  25th,  in  joint  conference,  was  considered.  In  view  of  the 
amount  of  work  the  convention  has  to  preform,  and  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee would  like  to  make  a  complete  report  and  have  the  convention  con- 
sider it  and  dispose  of  it  before  we  meet  the  operators,  it  may  be  impossible 
for  us  to  meet  the  operators  at  that  time.  As  Thursday  is  about  as  late  in 
the  week  as  they  wiU  want  to  come  here  during  this  week,  we  feel  that  next 
Tuesday  will  be  a  suitable  day  for  the  joint  conference  and  will  give  us 
ample  time  to  get  through  with  our  work  and  be  ready  to  meet  them. 

If  I  am  in  order  I  want  to  move  that  our  International  President  be 
instructed  to  have  a  postponement  of  the  date  of  the  joint  conference  from 
the  25th  until  Tuesday  of  next  week.  (Seconded  by  Delegate  McDonald  and 
carried.) 

President  White  introduced  to  the  convention  Mr.  George  W.  Dinsey,  a 
'^i^sentative  of  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers '  International  Union. 

Ilfr.  Dinsey — ^Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to 
^^^  attended  two  or  three  of  the  Mine  Workers'  conventions  some  years  ago. 
*^lieve  about  three  years  ago  a  resolution  was  passed  in  this  hall  by  the 
"^^^^  Workers'  Union  endorsing  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union  because 
^^^at  time  we  were  in  a  controversy  with  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
^■^Ms  country.  That  endorsement  and  that  expression  of  confidence  on  the 
^  cf  the  United  Mine  Workers  has  never  been  lost  sight  of  by  us,  and  when 
^ere  informed  this  week  that  some  'person  or  persons  opposed  to  our 
^^^^ization  had  circulated  a  pamphlet  among  the  delegates  containing  matter 
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derogatory  to  our  organization  I  left  Cincinnati  and  came  OTer  here  in 
to  it.    This  matter  is  sent  out  by  a  dual  organization.    From  what  I  have  1 
here  I  am  sure  jou  will  agree  with  me  that  one  of  the  greatest  dangers 
threatens  labor  organizations  is  the  dual  movement. 

The  organization  that  is  responsible  for  these  pamphlets  started  to  put '  ' 
out  of  business.  After  a  very  serious  and  bitter  fight  we  had  the  satisfaetic:^ 
of  knowing  that,  instead  of  their  putting  us  out  of  business  they  had  to  go  i 
of  business.  A  year  ago  last  fall  I  was  located  in  the  city  of  Brookly 
when  a  man  came  to  town  proselyting  among  our  members,  organized  a  strife — ^' 
which  lasted  some  time  and  put  us  in  a  position  where  we  were  obliged  *-^ 
defend  one  of  our  contracts.  Every  time  this  proposition  is  put  up  to  ns  we  a^i-"^* 
charged  with  being  strike-breakers.  1  believe  that  is  what  is  being  done  i  ^^ 
the  literature  that  is  being  circulated. 

I  have  carried  a  card  in  every  boot  and  shoe  workers'  union  for  the  pai^ 
twenty-eight  years,  and  I  never  was  so  proud  of  my  union  aa  I  am  at  th^ 
present  time.  In  ten  years  we  have  paid  a  million  dollars  in  strike  and 
death  benefits.  We  have  not  gone  into  a  single  strike  or  controversy  where  we 
have  not  been  at  least  fairly  successful.  There  may  have  been  a  fight  or  two 
where  it  was  a  draw,  but,  nevertheless,  we  have  been  victorious  in  having  done 
things  for  the  boot  and  shoo  workers  of  thin  country  that  no  boot  and  shoe 
workers'  organization  ever  tlid  before. 

I  have  come  before  you  to  ask  the  United  Mine  Workers  to  still  have  confi- 
dence) in  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  International  Union,  and  to  explain  that 
this  fight  is  a  fight  on  the  integrity  of  our  organization.  I  assure  yon  there 
is  nothing  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  International  Union  has  done  in  any 
controversy  that  we  have  any  reason  to  be  ashamed  of.  The  eirenlar  that  has 
been  distributed  here  accuses  us  of  a  number  of  things  and  is  a  mass  of  mis- 
statements. 

I  agreed  with  President  White  that  if  I  had  the  privilege  of  the  floor  I 
would  not  take  up  much  of  your  time,  and  I  will  not  do  so,  but  I  assure  you 
this  is  a  subject  I  could  talk  upon  for  a  considerable  time.  I  have  faith  in  the 
delegates  to  leave  the  case  in  your  hands,  and  feel  satisfied  yon  win  take  my 
representation  as  a  trades  unionist  that  my  organization  is  doing  the  best 
that  can  be  done  and  gaining  as  much  for  the  workers  as  can  be  gained  nnder 
the  circumstances.  I  hope  you  will  demand  our  union  label,  as  you  have  done 
in  the  past;  and  at  any  time  you  think  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union  is 
not  carrying  on  its  business  in  a  satisfactory  and  legitimate  way^  we  will  be  glad 
to  have  any  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  come  and  tell  us  of  it. 
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X>elegate    Gibson,    President    of    District    No.    22,    read    the    following 

''Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  January  21,  1912. 
-^^^^mas  Gibson,  Oneida  Hotel,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

*  'Telegram  from  Bainton  saying  five  killed  and  eighteen  injured  in  ex- 
^^^ion  at  No.  4  mine  at  Susie.  I  leave  for  there  today.  Will  wire  you  later 
^      -^:Yom  Kemmerer.     Also  sent  word  for  Matt  Morrow  to  go  to  Susie. 

JAMES  MORGAN." 
X)elegate  Gibson  received  permission  to  introduce  a  resolution  and  sub- 
^^t.-r^,l  the  following: 

»  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  22,  1912. 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  another  disaster  has  marked  the 

^*^^5.ng  industry  and  again  emphasized  the  dangerous  character  of  our  work,  this 

^^^  resulting  in  the  death  of  five  of  our  members  and  injury  of  eighteen  at 

«o.  4  Mine,  Susie,  Wyo.,  in  line  with  the  custom  of  previous  conventions  of  this 

^^Bi^nisation  when  disasters  have  occurred  during  our  sessions,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  this  convention  donate  $500  to  assist  in  alleviating  the  con- 
Mquent  snffering  that  will  follow  this  disaster;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  International  Secretary  forward  a  message  expressing 
the  eondolenees  of  this  convention. 

TH08.  GIBSON,  President  District  No.  22. 
A.  G.  MORGAN,  Vice-President  District  No.  22. 
Delegate  Gibson — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.     (Seconded  and 
carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

FoUowing  is  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent  by  Secretary  Perry: 

"Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  22,  1912. 
''James  Morgan,  CTheyenne,  Wyo.: 

"Convention,  by  unanimous  vote,  authorizes  me  to  forward  $500  to  the 
families  of  the  deceased  miners  at  Bainton.  C^nnvey  to  them  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympathy. 

EDWIN  PERRY,  Secretary." 

.  BEPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 
Delegate  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  reported  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  256. 
Whereas,   By   reason    of   the   non-enforcement   of   existing   laws,   private 
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monopolies  or  trusts  exist,  whereby  the  necessaries  of  life  and  articles  of  trade, 
commerce  and  the  transportation  of  tlie  same  are  monopolized,  production  eon- 
trolled  and  prices  fixed,  in  open  violation  of  state  and  federal  statutes;  and 
with  few  exceptions,  these  private  monopolies  have  been  encouraged  to  ignore 
and  violate  the  law,  and  to  increase  their  wealth,  power  and  control,  through 
the  connivance  or  passivity  of  i)ublic  officers  charged  with  the  duty  of  prosecut- 
ing them;  and 

Whereas,  For  many  years  organized  labor  has  suffered  from,  and  repeat- 
edly denounced  state  and  federal  officers  and  courts  for  being  guilty  of  vexa- 
tious, technical  delays  and  vicious  discrimination  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice as  between  the  people  and  the  monied  interests,  and  as^the  correctness  of 
our  complaint  is  now  recognized  through  declarations  made  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  Governors  of  different  states,  by  state  bar  asso- 
ciations, by  the  press  and  by  public-spirited  men;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  representatives  of  District  No.  6  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  convention  assembled,  that  our  officers 
communicate  with  other  organizations,  particularly  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  and  secure  their  co-operation  to  the  end  that  ways  and  means 
may  speedily  be  adopted  to  ascertain: 

First — To  what  extent  complaints  of  violations  of  anti-monopoly  laws  have 
been  ignored  by  state  and  federal  officers  charged  with  the  duty  of  enforcing 
such  laws; 

Second — Wliether  state  and  federal  officers  have  protected  from  prosecution 
and  punishment  violators  of  the  laws  of  the  several  states  and  of  the  United 
States,  prohibiting  private  monopolies; 

Third — Whether  state  and  federal  officers  have  vigorously  and  impartially 
enforced  the  laws  providing  for  injunctions  against  violators  of  the  statutes 
prohibiting  private  monopolies; 

Fourth — Whether  state  and  federal  officers  and  courts  have  enforce^  the 
laws  prohibiting  and  providing  for  the  punishment  of  private  monopolies  with 
the  same  vigor  shown  by  them  in  their  prosecutions  and  punishment  of  minor 
offenses  charged  against  organized  labor; 

Fifth — Whether  the  investigation  and  prosecution  of  anti-monopoly  cases 
have  been  discouraged,  hampered,  delayed  or  prevented  by  courts  and  prose- 
cutors ; 

Sixth — Whether  public  officers,  having  knowledge  of  open  and  notorious 
violation  of  state  and  federal  laws,  have  permitted  the  continued  violation  of 
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state  and  federal  laws  and  thus  assisted  in  the  building  up  of  unlawful  monop- 
olies to  the  injury  of  organized  labor  and  of  the  public; 

Seventh — ^Whether  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  courts  and  public 
officers  have  favored .  wealthy  offenders,  and  at  the  same  time  were  guilty  of 
vigorously  pressing  prosecutions  against  members  of  labor  unions.  » 

Adopted  by  the  annual  convention  of  District  No.  6,  and  offered  to  the 
International  convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

G.    VV.   SAVAGE,   Secretary. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  259. 

Novinger,  Mo.,  January  1,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. — Officers  and  Delegates 

Assembled,  Greeting: 

Whereas,  Under  the  present  private  ownership  of  the  coal  mining  indus- 
try of  the  United  States,  there  is  such  a  toll  of  death  to  our  calling,  and  a  ter- 
'  rible  waste  of  the  said  product  under  the  present  mode  of  handling  the  same; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this,  the  Twenty-third  Annual  (Convention,  go  on  record  as 
being  in  favor  of  the  government  ownership  of  the  coal  mining  industry  of  the 
United  States. 

Endorsed  by  Local  Unions  Nos.  1442,  220/5,  122t),  nil  of  Novinger,  Mo., 
District  No.  25. 

The  committee  reported  that  the  matter  contained  in  Resolution  No.  249 
was  covered  by  the  action  of  the  convention  on  Resolution  No.  43  in  the  min- 
utes of  January  17,  page  7. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

RESOLTTTION  NO.  269. 

To  the  Twenty-thinI  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Gentlemen: — Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  1943  of  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  of  Hruccton,  Pa.,  believe  that  the  abuse  of  government  by 
injunctions  is  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  a  free  and  independent  form 
of  government  as  the  fundamental  laws  upon  whicli  this,  our  American 
government  is  founded,  gives  to  every  person  the  right  to  exercise  the  free- 
donn  of  speech,  the  freedom  of  the  press  and  the  right  of  peaceful  and  law- 
ful assemblage;  and 
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Whereas,  A»  tlie  must  dytestable  and  un-Ameriean  and  antoermtie 
weapon  of  the  so-called  government  by  injunction  has  in  almost  every  in- 
stance thus  deprived  us  of  that  particular  and  most  sacred  right;  and 

Whereas,  As  we  believe  that  no  society  of  the  people  of  our  country 
has  been  more  unjustly  wronged  by  the  abuse  of  government  by  injunction 
than  the  members  of  the  I'liited  Mine  Workers  of  our  country  for  the  reason  that 
the  hand  of  this  judge-made  law  is  generally  directed  at  the  heads  of  the  men 
who  have  been  lawfully  com  missioned  by  our  organization,  whose  work  and  mis- 
sion in  bringing  men  into  the  folds  of  our  organization  has  not  only  been 
greatly  retarded  in  its  progress  but  numbers  of  the  members  of  our  organi- 
zation have  been  thrown  into  the  prisons  and  jails  in  the  various  parts  of 
our  country,  causing  them  to  endure  much  suffering  and  great  hardships 
without  being  proven  guilty  of  violating  any  of  the  laws  of  either  our 
state  or  federal  govern roeut;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  we,  the  representatives  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 

America  here  assembled  in  this,  our  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  appeal 

to  the  members   of  the   United   States   Congress   for  the   abolition   of  the 

abuse  of  government' by  injunction.  ^  .  ^^^^„     ■r^*<..«^T«^ 

"^  -^      ''  PATRICK     FINNEY, 

JOHN  DONELLY, 

FRANK  GEORGE, 

CommittecT. 

The  committee  re»-oiiinitMuled  concurrence  in  the  resolution,  and  recom- 
mended that  upon  its  adoption  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  commani- 
cate  the  action  of  the  convention  to  the  author  of  the  injunction  bill  now  pend- 
ing before  Congress  and  to  their  representative. 

A  motion  was  made  nnd  seconded  that  the  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Finney,  IMstrivt  Xo.  .'i — I  desire  tu  amend  by  adding  that  each 
delegate  communicate  the  action  of  the  convention  to  his  local  union  and  ask 
them  to  request  the  Congressman  from  their  district  to  do  all  he  can  to  have 
this  bill  put  through  Congress  and  the  Senate.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  amended  by  Delegate  Finney  was  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  275. 

Franklin,  Kan.,  January  5,  1912« 
To  the  International  Convention,  U.  M.  AV.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  large  amount  of  money  paid  out  each  year 
by  our  organization  for  rent  and  printing  is  a  waste  of  money;  and 
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Whereas,  We  believe  our  orgauization  should  own  its  own  home  and  print- 
ing plant;  therefore,  be  it 

Beflolvedy  That  an  afNBesement  be  levied  for  a  building  fund  and  printing 
plant,  location  and  amount  to  be  decided  by  the  convention. 

Adopted  bj  Local  Union  No.  2455. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  subject  matter  of  Resolution  No.  275 
be  referred  to  the  International  Executive  Board. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  281. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  17,  1912. 
Resolved,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  commending  the  Socialist  party 
and  its  news  journals  for  the  active  part  they  have  taken  in  support  of  the 
working  class. 

SAM  BALLANTYNE, 
J.  C.  LEWIS, 
P.  T.  McGARY, 

Delegates. 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolution,  and  included 
all  other  papers  that  have  championed  the  cause  of  labor. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 
Delegate  Lackey — Resolution  No.  292  w^as  introduced  from  the  floor  of  the 
convention  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.    Your  committee  of- 
fers the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Resolution  No.  292: 

SUBSTITUTE  FOR  RESOLUTION  NO.  292. 

Whereas,  There  is  confined  in  the  state  prison  of  Indiana,  John  Cox, 
a  fellow  mine  worker,  serving  a  life  sentence  for  an  alleged  murder  com- 
mitted at  Linton,  Ind.,  about  four  years  ago;  and 

Whereas,  An  investigation  shows  that  this  crime  was  neither  deliber- 
ately planned  or  maliciously  done,  but  instead  was  committed  under  great 
provocation  as  well  as  extenuating  circumstances;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  known  that  Brother  Cox  was  industrious;  a  good  hus- 
1>and  and  father  and  one  who  faithfully  provided  the  necessities  of  life 
for  his  family;  and 

Whereas,  By  his  incarceration  his  invalid  wife,  who  is  suffering  from 
tabereoloais,  and  his  four  little  children  have  been  deprived  of  a  bread-winner 
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und  are  dependent  upon  charity  alone,  suffering  probably  greater  than    ^ 
husband  and  father  from  whom  they  are  separated;  and 

Whereas,  His  continued  imprisonment  may  result  in  the  death  of     ^^^^^ 
wife;   thus  leaving  their  four  children   orphans,   deprived  of  the  'gaLret^'^ 
protection  of  both  father  and  mother,  all  of  which  would  be  a  crime  agai  ^^^^ 
society  rather  than  the  punishment  of  a  criminal;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Anm 
Convention   United   Mine    Workers    of    America,   while    deploring   crime 
opposing   violence   in   any   form,   recognize   the   extenuating   circumstance 
under  which  this  crime  was  committed   and  believe  that  the  punishma^  - 
already  inflicted  upon  Brother  Cox  sufficiently  meets  the  demands  of  justi^^ 
and  hereby  join  with  the  judge  who  pronounced  sentence;  the  jury  whi 
found  him  guilty;   the  attorney  who  prosecuted   the  case;   the  thousands 
citizens    of   Linton,   Ind.,    and    the    Executive    Board    of   District   No.   I — 
(Indiana)  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  petitioning  Thos.  B.  Mi^^ 
shall,  governor  of  Indiana,  to  exercise  executive  clemency  by  pardoning 
paroling  Brother  John  Cox,  in  order  that  he  might  return  to  his  family 
thus  remove  their  mental  and  physical  suffering  caused  by  his  confinemem 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  President  John  P.  W^hite  appoint  a  committee  of  tbn 
from  this  convention  to  wait  upon  Governor  Marshall,  present  this  resolntio 
and   urge   that   he   give   it   his  favorable   consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.    HAGGERTY,    Chairman. 
G.  W.  LACKEY,  Secretary. 

Delegate  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — T  move  the  adoption  of 
resolution.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  6 — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  reeolutioc^^^ 
by  a  rising  vote  of  this  convention. 

President  White — A  motion  to  adopt  has  already  been  made.     Those-^^^ 
in  favor  of  that  resolution  w^ill  rise  to  their  feet. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution  was  carried  by  unanimous  rising 
vote. 

President  White — The  resolution  provides  for  a  committee  of  three.  There 
are  three  on  the  stage  now  who  will  consider  themselves  appointed — ^Delegate 
Lackey,  District  No.  11;  Delegate  Dwyer,  District  No.  14;  Delegate  Gay,  Dis- 
trict No.  13. 

Delegate  Nelson,  District  5 — We  have  sonie  resolutions  in  the  fourth  day's 
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proceedings  that  have  not  been  called  up.     Resolution  No.  165  refers  to  child 
lal>or,  company  stores,  etc. 

I>elegate  Lackey — You  will  find  that  in  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee. 
A  Delegate — ^What  has  become  of  Resolution  No.  111! 
I>elegate  Lackey — The  various  resolutions  were  distributed  to  the  com- 
mit; t;ees.  We  have  acted  on  all  the  resolutions  assigned  to  the  Committee  on 
^Resolutions;  but  should  some  resolutions  have  been  referred  to  other  committees 
that  belonged  to  us,  and  when  they  are  referred  back  to  us,  then  action  will  be 
t^^ecn  on  them  by  this  committee.  Until  they  are  referred  to  us  wo  have  com- 
plet;ed  our  report  of  the  resolutions  we  have  had  possession  of. 

Secretary  Perry — ^I  desire  to  call  the  attention  this  morning  to  an  article 
tha.t   Appears  in  the  Indianapolis  Star  that  does  the  organization  an  injustice. 
I  do  not  know  by  what  line  of  reasoning  the  reporter  made  his  deductions.    The 
■*^diajiapolis  Star  quotes  the  organization  as  having  lost  60,000  members  during 
^®  lAst  year.    If  the  reporter  would  just  examine  the  reports  that  were  read 
^''®  l&st  week  he  would  find  that  the  average  paid  up  membership  for  1911  is  ap- 
proximately 25,000  more  than  for  the  year  previous.    For  the  month  of  Decem- 
**»   IdlO,  there  was  reported  as  a  paid  up  membership  approximately  309,000. 
**^^^^e  my  report  shows  a  paid  up  membership  in  December,  1911,  of  301,900 
^  Something.    The  books  of  the  organization  were  closed  at  noon  on  December 
'    ^i:^is  year.     Taking  the  average  membership  report  for  each  day  in  that 
^^li,  had  the  books  remained  open  until  the  31st,  as  in  former  years,  our  mem- 
*^I>  would  have  been  fully  314,000,  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the  organi- 
^^^^     Any  member  of  this  organization  or  any  representative  that  questions 
^^^ttenticity  of  my  statement  can  have  the  pleasure  of  examining  the  books, 
"■^^  they  are  not  correct  I  will  buy  him  a  new  suit  of  clothes. 
-*^^legate  Germer,  District  No.  12,  announced  that  the  Socialist  delegates 
^     have  a  group  photograph  taken  at  12  o'clock  in  Monument  Place. 
^^ legate  Cashodale,  District  No.  5 — I  want  to  ask  Secretary  Perry  if  he 
^-^^l  Congressman  Victor  Berger  that  he  was  invited  to  appear  before  the 
"^^^^tion. 
^.        ^^^retary  Perry — I  telegraphed  Congressman  Berger  and  followed  that  up 
^-  letter,  but  I  have  received  no  reply. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 
.  ^-^^legate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  desire  to  say  for  the 

p         ^^'ti  of  the  delegates  that  the  original  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
*-^tution  was  turned  over  to  Secretary  Perry  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
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proposed  constitution  printed.     Secretary  Perry  told  me  he  would  have  a  ^^^ 
in  the  convention  for  the  committee,  but  I  find  it  has  not  yet  reached  here, 
has  sent  to  his  office  to  liave  it  brought  to  the  convention  at  once.    In  the  m^*^ 
time  the  committee  will  proceed  to  report  from  the  printed  constitotion,  bur-  "^ 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the  fact  that  there  are  sev©'^^ 
typographical  errors  in  the  printed  copy. 

President  White — The  motion  before  the  house  is  that  the  propo»o« 
constitution  be  submitted  as  a  substitute  for  all  resolutions  introduced  and  tot 
the  constitution  that  is  now  in  effect.  I  might  also  state  that  in  all  probabilitr 
we  will  not  be  likely  to  remain  long  on  that  order  of  business,  as  we  have  invited 
former  President  Mitchell  and  former  Secretary  Wilson  to  be  here  today  while 
the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  being  con- 
sidered. I  am  informed  that  they  will  have  to  leave  the  city  as  soon  ae 
possible,  and  I  make  this  announcement  so  that  when  the  delegates  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  are  ready  to  report  we  will  have  to  suspend 
the  rules  and  hear  them. 

Delegate  Wieck — I  would  like  to  know  what  disposition  was  made  of 
Resolution  No.  184,  amending  the  obligation.    I  do  not  see  it  in  the  report. 

President  White — You  can  take  that  up  when  we  are  dealing  wHh  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wieck — The  committee  offers  this  as  a  substitute  for  all  the 
resolutions  amending  the  constitution. 

President  W^hite — When  you  get  the  report  of  the  committee  you  can  take 
this  matter  up. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — I  move  that  the  proposed  substitute  be 
taken  up  for  consideration  seriatim. 

President  White — The  motion  will  not  be  necessary,  because  in  the  usual 
formality  of  considering  the  constitution,  unless  the  convention  insists  upon  an- 
other course,  we  will  read  each  section  and  the  delegates  may  call  up  their  reso- 
lutions bearing  on  that  particular  section  and  amendments  can  be  offered  from 
the  floor,  but  once  a  section  is  adopted  it  cannot  be  again  amended  without  re- 
consideration of  the  former  action.  That  places  the  power  of  amending  the 
constitution  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Bittuer,  secretary  of  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 
PREAMBLE. 

''There  is  no  truth  more  obvious  than  that  vrithout  coal  there  could  not 
have  been  such  marvelous  social  and  industrial  progress  as  marks  present- 
day  civilization. 
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'' Believing  that  those  whose  lot  it  is  to  toil  in  the  earth's  recesses,  sur- 
^^^  ^^ded  by  peculiar  dangers  and  deprived  of  sunlight  and  pure  air,  produc- 
"^^^  the  eommodity  which  makes  possible  the  world's  progress,  are  entitled 
■^  X>i'otection  and  an  equitable  share  of  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  we  have 
^^^^ned  'The  United  Mine  Workers  of  America'  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
^^lilng,  by  lawful  means,  the  principles  embraced  in  the  body  of  this  con- 
stitution." 

Delegate  Bittner  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Preamble  as  read. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  the  commit- 
tee's report  by  striking  out  in  the  fifth  line  of  the  second  paragraph  the 
words  ''an  equitable  share  of  the  fruits  of  their  labor"  and  inserting  the 
words  in  Besolution  No.  151  "the  full  social  value  of  our  product." 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Farrington — I  would  like  to  ask  the  mover  of  the  amendment 
what  an  equitable  share  of  the  labor  would  be,  in  his  judgment. 

Dclegatf!  Williams — I  would  sny  as  one  of  the  workiritv  class  that  I  Tvould 
not  be  willing  to  concede  that  any  parasite  has  any  right  to  any  share  of  it. 
The  working  class  is  entitled  to  the  full  social  value  of  its  product. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — ^I  feel  that  we  ought  to  get  at  least  as  nuich  ns 
fv«^  eai;  for  our  labor;  buw  at  the  sao.e  timo  I  feel  taeie  is  some  other  question 
attached  to  this  part  of  tho  preamble  we  must  also  consider.  "The  full  social 
value  of  our  product."  That  sounds  very  well,  gentlemen,  and  I  hope  we  will 
^lee  Ihe  day  when  we  will  be  able  to  command  that  much  of  the  fruits  of  our  toil. 
To  my  mind  we  have  not  reached  that  period  of  our  organiz-ition  when  we  can 
command  the  full  value  of  our  toil.  I  feel  that  we  must  have  some  other 
tjBtem  of  government;  or  at  least  some  other  protection  through  law  before  we 
reach  that  period.  The  full  value  of  our  toil  would  mean,  to  my  mind,  that 
the  man  who  employs  us  will  receive  no  compensation  for  the  money  he  has 
invested.  We  could  not  under  any  circumstances  have  a  clause  in  the  preamble 
of  that  kind,  at  least  until  the  present  system  of  government  has  been  changed. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  12 — The  amendment  as  it  now  reads  might  be 
construed  to  mean  that  the  full  social  value  of  the  workers'  product  is  "an 
equitable  share,"  yet  it  is  susceptible  of  various  constructions.  There  are 
men  in  the  labor  movement  today  who  contend  that  the  present  share  that  the 
workers  receive  is  an  equitable  share,  and  they  do  all  in  their  power  to  perpetuate 
the  system  that  only  permits  the  worker  to  get  one-fifth  of  what  his  labor 
creates.  The  amendment  to  the  conmiittee's  report  is  only  in  keeping  with  the 
resolution  adopted  here  in  the  convention  of   1909,  which   provided  that  we 
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believed  in  the  collective  ownership  of  all  means  of  production  and  distn^^' 
tion,  and  that  the  workers  shall  receive  the  full  social  value  of  what  their  laboi 
creates.    After  the  convention  adopting  that  resolution  three  years  ago,  we  ViH 
be  p>erfectl7  consistent  if  we  embody  the  language  of  that  resolution  in  the 
preamble  of  our  constitution. 

I  realize  that  inserting  that  language  in  our  constitution  would  not  neces- 
sarily give  us  the  full  social  value  of  what  our  labor  creates,  but  this  is  only  a 
declaration  of  principle,  and  it  is  a  question  as  to  whether  or  not  we  are  going  to 
declare  that  we  are  entitled  to  the  full  social  value  of  what  our  labor  creates  or 
whether  we  will  continue  to  say  we  shall  continue  to  receive  "an  equitable 
share/'  which  can  be  construed  in  a  dozen  different  ways.  I  believe  the 
amendment  should  be  adopted.  It  is  consistent  with  our  former  action,  and  I 
believe  it  is  consistent  and  in  harmony  with  the  ideas  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  delegates  of  the  convention.  I  am  entitled  to  all  my  labor  creates;  you 
are  entitled  to  all  your  labor  creates,  and  if  that  philosophy  is  right,  then  why 
have  any  hesitancy  in  inserting  that  in  our  preamble?  It  is  a  declaration  of  our 
sentiment. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  want  to  go  on  record  as  supporting  the 
amendment  offered  by  Brother  Williams.  It  states  what  constitutes  the  full 
social  value  of  labor's  toil.  On  the  other  hand,  the  substitute  brought  in  by 
the  committee,  as  Brother  Germer  has  stated,  can  have  a  dozen  or  more  different 
constructions  placed  on  it.  I  take  it  there  are  no  delegates  here,  nor 
are  there  any  of  their  constituents  at  home  that  do  not  want  the  full  product 
of  their  toil ;  and  I  believe  that  we  cannot  afford  to  go  on  record  here  as  voting 
down  an  amendment  which  says  that  we  are  entitled  to  the  full  value  of  the 
product  of  our  toil. 

Delegate  Bittner,  District  5 — Just  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee.  I  think  that,  so  far  as  the  English  is  concerned, 
there  is  not  the  least  difference  between  the  amendment  and  the  report  of  the 
committee.  * '  Equitable ' '  means  ' '  just ' '  and  that  is  all  that  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  ask  for — that  which  is  just  and  right.  Now,  we  have  no 
objections  to  the  amendment,  but  so  far  as  the  language  is  concerned,  so  far  as 
English  is  concerned,  the  amendment  and  the  report  of  the  committee  mean 
exactly  the  same  thing. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Williams  was  carried  and  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Delegate  Bittner  continued  the  report  of  the  committee  as  follows: 
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CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

— Name — 

''This  organization  shall  be  known  as  The  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America.  It  shall  be  international  in  scope,  and  as  an  organization  shall 
not  be  committed  to  or  favor  any  particular  religious  creed  or  political  party; 
neither  shall  affiliati<Su  herewith  interfere  with  the  religious  or  political 
freedom  of  individual  members. 

Delegate  Bittner  moved  the  adoption  of  Article  I  as  presented  by  the 
committee. 

Delegate  Lackey,  District  No.  11 — I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  '*or'' 
in  line  4  and  the  words  i* political  party*'  in  line  5.     (Seconded.) 

President  White — I  would  suggest  that  in  making  these  important  consti- 
tutibnal  amendments  that  may  mean  much  that  wherever  possible  the  amend- 
ments proposed  be  written  out  so  that  they  may  be  properly  recorded  in  the 
minutes.  The  motion  is  to  strike  out  the  word  **or"  in  the  fourth  line  and 
words  *  *  political  })arty ' '  in  the  fifth  line. 

Delegate  Lackey,  District  11 — in  support  of  the  proposed  amendment  I 
offer  the  word  **  consistency. ' '  This  convention  just  recently  passed  a  resolu- 
tion saying  that  it  was  just  as  necessary  to  organize  on  the  political  field 
as  on  the  industrial,  field.  To  be  consistent  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  pass 
a  constitution  or  organic  law  that  will  prevent  tbis  organization,  or  any  part  of 
this  organization  from  co-o[)erating  politically  with  any  party  at  such  time 
as  it  will  be  to  the  political  and  economic  advantage  of  this  organization.  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  any  necessity  for  such  a  law  to  restrain  this  body  politic 
of  300,000  men;  I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  take  such  reactionary  action. 
It  is  not  consistent  with  i»rogress.  It  does  not  coincide  with  the  movements  of 
the  world.  Ask  yourself  the  question:  Are  the  progressive  organizations  of 
the  European  continent  embodying  such  a  thing  in  the  constitutions  that 
govern  their  organizations?  On  the  contrary  they  make  provisions  for  support- 
ing men  who  are  serving  in  [»arlianient  or  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 
We  ought  not  to  adopt  such  a  reactionary  constitution.  We  have  already  said 
by  our  action  in  voting  down  a  certain  resolution,  that  this  convention  will  not 
affiliate  with  a  certain  political  party  now  organized  in  this  country;  but  we 
want  to  be  able  to  say  in  the  future,  if  we  want  to,  without  being  circumscribed 
by  our  fundamental  laws,  that  we  can  become  affiliated  with  a  political  organ- 
ization that  it  is  to  our  benefit  to  become  affiliated  with. 
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Delegate   Farrington,  District  12 — Mr.   ChairmaDy  after  listening  to 
remarks  offered  by  Delegate  Lackey,  I  am  satisfied  that  he  has  placed  a  m^^ 
construction  upon  the  committee's  recommendation  to  this  convention.     If  '^ 
recommendation  as  suggested  by  the  committee  is  adopted  by  the  convention  th^ 
will  be  no  bar  in  the  way  of  this  organization  adopting  candidates  or  endorsE 
the  candidacy  of  men  who  may  be  candidates  for  legislative  positions 
to  those  to  which  he  refers  in  Great  Britain.     The  constitution,  or  the  proper 
constitution,  says  it  shall  not  be  committed  to  or  favor  any  particular  religia 
creed  or  political  party.     There  is  nothing  in  that  section,  if  adopted,  th 
would   prevent   this   organization   from   endorsing   the   candidacy   of  Broth 
Lackey  if  he  were  a  candidate   on   the   Socialist  ticket  for  some  legialati' 
position ;  neither  is  there  anything  in  that  section  that  would  prevent  this  o] 
ization  from  endorsing  the  candidacy  of  some  member  of  the  organization  wl 
may  be  running  for  a   legislative  position  on  the  Republican  or  Democrat: 
ticket.     The  constitution  says  that  we  will  not  favor  any  particular 
creed,  and  that,  my  friends,  is  in  exact  conformity  with  the  action  that  has 
taken  by  the  British  trades  unionists  for  a  considerable  number  of  years 
the  past. 

Delegate  Ballantyne,  District  13 — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Whe 
I  was  a  young  man  the  leaders  of  the  organization  used  to  come  around  an*» 
say  '  *  We  want  to  organize  politically, ' '  but  they  always  left  out  the 
political  organization  we  should  be  affiliated  with,  and  I  started  out  to  investi  ^^ 
gate  to  find  out  who  was  in  favor  of  the  working  class.  And  in  my  inyestigatio^^^ 
I  have  always  found  out  that  the  Socialist  Party  was  the  one  that  was  adfo-  ^ 
eating  the  principles  of  the  working  class. 

What  we  want,  in  my  estimation,  is  the  opi)osite  of  what  our  friend, 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  said.  When  they  are  pointing  out  aoi 
they  want  to  point  out  something  particular ;  they  want  to  point  out  to  us  some- 
thing that  is  doing  good  for  the  working  class,  and  when  we  find  that  politieal 
party  we  want  to  support  it.  If  we  do  not  have  something  definite,  if  we  do  Bot 
have  something  concise  before  the  working  class,  they  are  going  to  be  like  a  ship 
without  a  nidder,  or  like  sheep  gone  astray  without  a  shepherd.  My  friends,  we 
need  a  shepherd.  How  is  the  constitution  construed  in  the  local  union  f  If  a 
man  gets  up  and  says  anything  about  a  candidate  who  is  favoring  the  working 
class  they  point  to  tho  constitution  and  they  tell  you  that  you  cannot  say 
anything  about  politics;  that  you  must  not  say  anything  about  it;  yon  nrast 
keep  still.    I  am  not  in  favor  of  tluit. 

It  hiis  been  cited  to  ns  that  many  yearM  ago  we  were  broken  up  because 
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o^  joining  political  parties,  or  because  we  advocated  certain  things.  But  now, 
^T  ^xrlends,  this  is  a  progressive  age  and  the  working  class,  in  my  opinion,  have 
^'^^^oxxie  educated  to  the  extent  that  they  are  not  going  to  be  hoodwinked. 
'^^^y  are  not  going  to  be  lead  by  these  blind  leaders  of  the  blind  any  longer. 
^^  a^>c  not  going  to  be  lead,  some  in  one  way  and  some  in  anotAer  until  we  are 
'^^^'tex^  abroad.  We  want  something  definite;  we  want  something  particular. 
X>clegate  Moore,  District  6—1  desire  to  ask  a  question  of  information. 
**•*>»  in  favor  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Lackey.  The  time 
°^^  eoxne,  in  my  opinion,  when  those  words  should  be  stricken  from  the  constitu- 
woji  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  In  reading  some  of  the  papers  owned  by  the 
empXoying  class,  I  notice  they  have  advised  the  miners  to  stay  out  of  politics; 
^^y  Have  advised  the  United  Mine  Workers  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
^*^ttc«l  party.  My  opinion  is  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  United 
"^^^^^  Workers  and  all  of  the  other  workers  of  this  country  will  have  to  assert 
"^maelvea  along  some  political  line. 

^^elegate  Van  Horn,  District  11 — ^Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  speak  in  favor  of 

'^^   ^^itiendment  offered  by  Delegate  Lackey  to  strike  out  the  three  words  ''or 

^**^tlcal  party."    I  notice  by  the  report  of  the  committee  that  it  states  we 

**^^ll  not  be  committed  to  or  favor  any  particular  religious  creed  or  political 

^^^'^y."    If  we  are  not  to  endorse  the  motion  to  amend  made  by  Delegate 

"^^^^©y,  it  seem  to  me  very  plain  that  we  are  avoiding  the  issue.    There  is  no 

^   ^^lion,  I  thinky  in  the  minds  of  any  delegates  in  this  convention  in  regard  to 

^^"^  the  action  meant  on  that  particular  question  in  the  past.    We  have  gonex 

-'^eord  in  a  number  of  resolutions  that  certainly  shows  plainly  we  should 
^^^e  out  these  three  words.    If  we  are  going  to  get  in  the  sunlight,  let  us  get  in 
^Unlight  and  not  try  to  deceive  anybody. 

^Vlx.  Chairman,  I  think  some  of  our  work  would  be  practically  wiped  out  if 
^^Hed  to  adopt  this  amendment.    I  do  not  think  we  are  just  in  taking  the 
r^^'^^on  that  we  will  endorse  politically  certain  officers  in  certain  parties.     If  it 
*^^*^^  in  one  respect,  let  us  take  the  whole  hog. 

^^Qlegate  Pettigpew,  District  28 — I  want  to  inform  the  chairman  of  the  com- 

^   ^  ^^«   tliat  he  makes  a  wrong  statement  when  he  refers  to  the  action  of  the 

**^li  people.    The  miners  in  Great  Britain  in  discussing  political  questions 

^^^     ^  it  very  plain  that;  so  far  as  political  action  was  concerned,  the  represen- 

^«  ^%  they  had  in  the  House  of  Commons  who  were  not  in  favor  of  supporting 

^      ^^Oykiifg  class  party  must  get  on  the  outside.     We  on  this  side  I  think  will 

^  big  step  in  this  direction   by  supporting  the  amendment. 

COfiea  of  " Question.") 
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PreEddent  White — If  the  United  Mine  Workers  desire  to  get  a  dear  and 
practical  expression  on  this  important  docnment,  they  cannot  do  it  bj  sitting  in 
this  hall  and  calling  ''Question"  on  such  an  important  question  as  thia;  and 
the  courtesy  is  going  to  be  extended  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  make 
some  explanation,  inasmuch  as  his  name  has  been  mentioned.  I  think  if  you 
will  observe  that  procedure  you  will  enact  much  better  legislation,  you  wiil  be 
more  thorough  and  complete  in  doing  what  you  are  doing  here. 

Delegate  Farrington,  District  12 — So  far  as  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate  Lackey  is  concerned,  it  makes  no  particular  difference  to  me  whether 
this  convention  adopts  it  or  not;  but  before  the  convention  passes  on  that  amend- 
ment I  am  going  to  try,  if  possible,  to  prevent  this  issue  from  being  beclouded. 
Delegate  Van  Horn  has  said  that  it  is  time  this  organization  was  beginning  to 
become  active  politically.  I  agree  with  him.  We  should,  and  there  is  nothing  in 
this  proposed  section  that  prevents  our  doing  so.  The  constitution  says  that 
we  will  favor  no  particular  religious  creed  or  political  party.  It  does  not  say 
that  we  shall  not  be  active  politically,  nor  docs  it  say  that  the  miners '  organiza- 
tion is  going  to  endorse  the  Socialist  Party,  nor  will  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate  Lackey  say  that  the  miners'  organization  is  going  to  endorse  the 
Socialist  Party. 

Under  the  amendment,  or  under  the  section  not  amended,  the  organization 
will  be  in  the  same  status  politically.  There  will  be  no  difference.  It  aays  that 
this  organization,  as  an  organization,  shall  not  favor  any  particular  political 
party.  If  the  United  Mine  Workers,  as  an  organization,  are  prepared  in  this 
convention  to  say  that  they  are  going  to  endorse  the  Socialist  Party  as  the 
working  man's  p£U*ty  of  this  country,  I  have  no  objections.  The  convention^  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned — and  I  will  concur  in  their  wishes — ^is  at  liberty  to  take 
that  action;  but  the  proposed  amendment  will  not  change  the  status  of  this 
organization  from  the  status  it  will  be  in  if  the  amendment  or  the  proposition 
submitted  to  the  convention  is  adopted.  This  organization  will  still  be  at  liberty 
to  be  active  politically.  But  if  the  constitution  as  amended  is  adopted  it  will 
say  that  the  officers  of  this  organization  are  not  at  liberty  to  use  the  name 
of  the  organization  to  endorse  the  candidates  of  some  particular  political  party; 
so  I  say  to  you  that,  insofar  as  the  amendment  is  concerned,  it  does  not  add 
anything  to  or  take  anything  from  the  political  activity  of  the  members  of  this 
organization,  nor  does  the  proposed  section  here  in  our  constitution. 

Delegate  Heffcrly,  District  12 — I  rise  to  support  the  amendment  oflsred  by 
Brother  Lackey.  This  convention  a  few  moments  ago  went  on  record  as  stating 
that  the  United  Mine  Workers '  organization  is  in  favor  of  the  members  awWug 
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for  the  full  product  of  their  toil.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  naturally  follows  that  if  the 
workers  are  going  to  get  the  full  product  of  their  toil  that  they  must  not  reject 
the  only  means  by  which  this  state  of  affairs  can  be  brought  about.  The  way  the 
constitution  now  reads  we  are  committed  to  getting  the  full  product  of  our  toil, 
and  the  substitute  proposed  to  be  adopted  says  we  must  not  endorse  a  political 
party. 

Delegate  Farrington — A  point  of  order.  This  constitution  does  not  say 
we  are  not  going  to  endorse  any  political  party. 

President  White*— The  chair  desires  to  state  that  the  resolution  offered  for 
your  consideration  contains  the  following  language:  ''and  as  an  organization 
shall  not  be  committed  to  or  favor  any  particular  religious  creed  or  political 
party.''  The  amendment  of  Delegate  Lackey  is  to  strike  out  the  words  ''or 
political  party,"  and  he  states  by  reason  of  his  amendment,  if  it  prevails,  it 
would  leave  the  members  of  this  organization  free  to  act  at  any  time  with  any 
political  party  that  would  have  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  their  interests. 
If  the  amendment  is  adopted  it  would  strike  that  out,  and  that  would  leave 
them  free  to  favor  such  a  party  whenever  they  would  decide  their  interests 
would  be  advanced  by  doing  so.  The  chairman  of  the  comxnittee  says  it  makes 
no  material  difference,  as  that  is  contemplated,  even  with  the  amendment  being 
eliminated. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Conven- 
tion :  It  occurs  to  me  that  there  is  not  a  wide  difference  between  the^  amend- 
ment offered  by  Delegate  Lackey  and  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  only 
question,  it  seems  to  me,  that  is  involved  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
or  not  under  this  first  section  or  first  article  of  our  constitutuion  we  are  going 
to  leave  ourselves  free — absolutely  free — to  be  committed  to  any  particular  po- 
litical party  at  any  time,  or  whether  or  not  we  shall  make  it  clear  and  plain  that 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  as  a  labor  organization,  is  going  to  pur- 
sue the  policy  of  refraining  from  being  absolutely  committed  to  any  particular 
political  party. 

I  do  not  even  understand  that  the  report  of  the  committee  will  prevent 
either  this  International  convention  or  any  International  convention  that  may 
convene  in  the  future  from  endorsing,  if  you  please,  any  political  party  that 
they  may  desire.  There  is  a  difference  in  our  organization  in  convention  assem- 
bled endorsing  the  principles  and  policies  and  the  doctrines  of  a  political  party, 
and  being  committed  to  or  becoming  a  part  of  some  political  organization. 
My  friends,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  man  is  blind  indeed  who  fails  to  recognize 
and  appreciate  the  rapid  changes  that  are  taking  place  in  the  thought,  in  the 
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action  and  in  the  views  of  the  people  everywhere.  There  are  certain  silent  forces 
that  are  continually  at  work  contributing  toward  this  inevitable  change  tliat  ii 
taking  place  everywhere.  This  change,  this  evolution,  this  progresBive  growth 
is  taking  place  in  spite  of  the  opposition,  coming  from  whatever  souree  it  may. 
My  friends,  the  question,  it  seems  to  me,  is  this :  Whether  or  not  we  reeogniu 
it,  these  changes  will  take  place,  cither  as  a  matter  of  education  or  as  a  matter  of 
legislation.  For  my  part,  I  agree  with  those  speakers  who  very  ablj  touched 
upon  some  of  the  propositions  involved  in  this  question  before  the  eonventioB 
the  other  day.  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  a  question  of  education  rather 
than  legislation.  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  a  question  of  educating  the  people, 
educating  the  masses,  and  whenever  they  become  fully  equipped  and  properly 
educated  and  properly  understand  these  tremendous  problems  aifeeting  their 
interest,  then  the  education  will  do  its  work.  No  act  of  anybody  will  either  stop 
or  advance  its  interests.  It  occurs  to  me  that  in  view  of  this  fact,  and  in  Tiew 
of  the  lack  of  understanding,  perhaps,  and  the  prejudice  that  to  some  ezteat 
exists  in  our  organization,  we  will  hasten  a  study  of  this  question  more  by 
adopting  the  report  of  the  committee  rather  than  the  amendment  that  is  now 
pending.  But  whether  either  one  of  the  other  is  adopted,  my  opinion  is  that  the 
time  will  come  when  not  only  the  United  Mine  Workers,  but  every  other  labor 
organization  will  make  its  influence  felt  more  than  it  has  ever  done  in  the 
political  affairs  of  our  country. 

Delegate  Gildea,  District  22 — ^I  cannot  understand  the  remarks  made  by 
some  of  the  speakers  when  they  say  there  is  no  difference  between  the  amend- 
ment and  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  report  of  the  committee  declares 
we  shall  not  favor  any  particular  religions  or  political  party.  I  favor  that 
part  pertaining  to  a  religious  creed,  because  I  do  not  regard  the  labor  question 
as  a  religious  question,  but  I  do  r^ard  the  labor  question  as  a  political  ques- 
tion ;  and  consequently  the  miners '  organization  ought  to  be  free  to  attach  itself 
to  a  political  party,  let  its  principles  be  whatever  they  will,  if  it  doee  not 
interfere  with  the  progress  of  1  his  organization  and  the  material  interests  of  the 
working  class. 

Now,  I  maintain,  follow  delegates,  that  there  are  in  this  country  political 
parties  that  are  opposed  to  this  organization,  and  they  use  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment against  this  organization  every  time  they  can.  Of  course,  th^  eome  and 
tell  us  this  is  the  work  of  an  individual — the  work  of  the  individual  Democrat 
or  individual  Republican — but  I  take  it  this  is  in  harmony  with  their  parties.  I 
ask  of  you  how  many  Democrats,  how  many  Republicans  do  you  know  of  that  hare 
been  expelled  from  their  political  parties  because  they  turned  the  soldiers,  the 
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polieemen,  tbe  injunctions  and  the  guns  against  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America. 

Gentlemen,  I  belong  to  a  political  party,  and  I  maintain  that  that  political 
party  has  tbe  principles  wbich  must  be  correctly  applied  to  the  affairs  of 
government  to  bring  about  a  solution  of  these  labor  problems.  And,  gentlemen, 
as  soon  as  any  member  of  thai  political  party  gets  into  office  and  he  uses  the 
power  of  bis  office  against  organized  labor,  against  the  material  interests  of 
tbe  working  class  he  has  to  get  out  of  it.  I  shall  not  belong  to  any  political 
party  that  will  stand  for  or  permit  any  of  its  members  to  use  the  powers  of 
bis  office  against  the  material  interests  of  the  working  class. 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  the  amendment  and  the  committee's 
report.  The  committee's  report  states  that  we  do  not  recognize  the  labor 
question  as  a  political  question,  and  consequently  we  cannot  be  in  any  manner 
tied  up  or  affiliated  with  any  political  party.  The  amendment,  on  the  other 
band,  states  that  we  shall  be  free  to  affiliate  with  any  poetical  party  if  the  occa- 
sion arises  and  the  exigencies  of  the  case  demand  it.  You  adopt  this  consti- 
tution in  its  original  form  and  you  go  out  on  tbe  street  and  if  you  meet  any 
student  of  economics  he  will  pretty  near  convince  you,  if  you  are  open  to  con- 
viction, that  the  Unite<l  Mine  Workers  of  America  has  placed  the  labor  question 
in  the  same  category  as  the  religious  question  and  they  do  not  recognize  it  as  a 
political  question,  and  they  will  want  to  know  how  many  more  injunctions  must 
be  issued  and  how  many  more  members  must  be  hurled  into  prison  before  you 
recognize  the  labor  question  as  a  political  question. 

Delegate  Basso,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  debate  cease.     (Seconded 

and  earned.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Lackey  was  carried,  and  the  report 

of  the  committee  was  adopted  as  amended. 

ARTICLE  II. 
— Objects — 

"First.  To  unite  in  one  organization,  regardless  of  creed,  color  or  national- 
ity, all  workmen  eligible  for  membership,  employed  in  and  around  coal  mines, 
coal  washers  and  coke  ovens  on  the  American  continent. ' ' 

Section  1  of  Article  II  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  conunittee. 

"Second.  To  increase  the  wages  and  improve  the  conditions  of  employ- 
ment of  our  members  by  legislation,  conciliation,  joint  agreements  or  strikes.'' 

Section  2,  Article  II,  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  committee. 
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''Third.     To  demand  that  not  more  than  ei(i:ht  hours  from  bank  to  bank 
in  each  twenty-four  hours  shall  I  e  worked  by  members  of  our  organization.'' 

Delegate  Bittner  move<l  that  .Si«<'tion  3  of  Article  II  be  adopted  as  presented 
by  the  committee.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Orosoy,  District  No.  *J2 — I  move  that  ** eight"  be  stricken  oat  and 
**Bix"  inserted.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bittner — Mr.  Chairman:     The  clause  contained  in  the  committee's 
report  is  *'To  demand  that  not  more  than  eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank  in 
each  twenty-four  hours  shnll  b<>  worked  by  members  of  our  organisation;"  tnd 
considering  the  conditions  of  employment  at  the  present  time,  and  knowing  that 
the  miners  who  are  working:  what  is  known  as  the  eight-hour  day  are  working 
more.' because  of  the  fru-t  that  it  is  not  ••from  bank  to  Iwink,*'  we  believe  that 
the   section   contained   in    the   committ(»e's   report    should   be   the  constitiiti<w 
of  our  organizati«»n.     It  is  all  right  for  us  to  demand  that  not  more  than  ax 
hours  from  l»ank  to  bank  shall  1  o  worked  by  anyone  wl'o  is  a  member  of  this  orgM- 
ization  but  the  fact  remains,  nevertheless,  that  (iver  70  per  cent,  of  the  coal  mis* 
ers  in  this  country  are  not  only  working  more  than  eight  hours  out  of  twenty- 
four,  but  there  are  over  .")<)  per  cent,  of  tiie  ^'oal  miners  working  more  than  nin« 
hours  and  more  than  ten  hours  out  of  each  twenty- four  hours.     A  miniiBp'* 
day  of  eight  hours  fmni  bank  to  bank,  my   friends,  is  wliat  we  Wieve  wOtiW 
liest  conserve  the  interest>  of  the  members  of  our  organization  at  this  ti®*» 
and   I   cannot   see   why   it   is   ne<'essnry   to   amend   the  committee's  repot* 
make  it  a  six-hour  workday  from  bank  to  bank   it  this  time.     If  we  had  stt^ 
joint  agreement  that  we  would  have  a  six-hour  workday  for  our  people  f^ 
bank  to  bank  this  would  not  interfere  with  it  in  any  way;   but  it  placed 
maximum  number  of  hours  to  be  worked  by  members  of  the  organization  ^ 
does  not  prevent  that  niaxinrnm  fr«in  being  lowered  by  joint  agreement  bctwe**' 
the  members  of  this  organization  !ind  the  emj^loyers  on  the  other  side. 

-r.!?gate  Kishwirk,  District  12 — There  is  a  re^piest  from  Sub-district  5,  of 
District  12  to  secure  a  six-hour  wj»rkd:iy.     1  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in 
liie  amendment  to  tiie  eoustitntion  <»tTored  by  tlu-  committee  that  will  prevent  any 
district  <»r  districts  from  obtaining  less  tlian  eight  hourj  if  they  want  to.    If 
we  can  obtain  a  six-!nMir  day  any  when*,  we  ha\e  got  a  perfect  right  to  do  so,  and 
the  constitution  will  not  prevent  it  if  that  section  stjinds  without  the  amendment. 
I  want  to  say  further,  tliat  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  question  of  the 
six-hour  day  in  any  particiilar  district — so  far  as  1  am  concerned  I  wotild  like  li» 
hee  every  man  in  the  unorganized  districts  working  under  the  same  scale  we 
have — but  I  don't  want  to  see  the  organized  minei:s  working  six  hours  a  day  and 
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being  beaten  in  the  competitive  markets  by  the  unorganized  miner  working  ten 
and  twelve  hours  a  day.  I  want  it  with  a  limitation,  and  when  the  time  comes 
that  we  get  them  all  organized  they  will  be  working  the  same  hours  all  over 
the  country. 

President  White — The  Chair  desires  to  state  that  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  committee  is  the  proper  one  for  this  convention  to  adopt.  As  the  secretary 
has  explained,  it  would  leave  the  districts,  or  it  would  leave  this  organization 
in  its  wage  councils,  if  they  decided  upon  that  course,  at  liberty  to  shorten  the 
hours  to  less  than  those  mentioned  in  the  committee 's  report.  This  resolution  is 
also  a  decided  improvement  on  the  definition  of  the  existing  eight -hour  day, 
because  it  provides  a  goal  to  strive  for;  and  we  should  so  shape  the  course  of  our 
wage  agreements  as  to  have  expressed  therein  that  the  eight-hour  day,  wherever 
in  effect,  should  be  so  constituted  as  to  embrace  the  fundamental  principle 
"from  bank  to  bank."  It  is  a  consistent  report  when  we  take  into  considera- 
tion the  wage  contracts  th:it  we  will  be  required  to  negotiate  and  deal  with  in  this 
question  when  we  have  it  before  us  for  consideration.  It  will  leave  every  branch 
of  the  organization  negotiating  wage  contracts,  wherever  they  can  secure  a  lesser 
number  of  hours  for  a  day's  work,  absolutely  free  to  do  it;  but  you  place  this 
amendment  in  here  and  you  are  placing  an  impediment  immediately  in  front 
of  the  organization  of  stupendous  proportions. 

Delegate  Thurman,  District  6 — I  move  that  the  amendment  lay  on  the  table. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

A  Delegate — I  desire  to  ask  if  the  committee's  report  will  be  construed  to 
mean  from  bank  to  bank,  from  the  time  they  leave  the  top  of  the  shaft 
imtil  they  return! 

President  White — Yes. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

"Fourth.  To  strive  for  a  minimum  wage  scale  for  all  members  of  our 
craft." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  4  of  Article  11  be  adopted  as, 
recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  'Bussell — ^I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  ttie  words  *  *  strive 
for"  and  insert  "demand."    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bobb,  District  11 — While  the  amendment  as  offered  by  the  brother 
in  the  rear  of  the  hall  makes  it  more  emphatic,  the  committee  considered  that  of 
all  the  people  on  God's  planet,  the  people  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  and  the 
mining  industry  generally  were  entitled  to  a  minimum  living  wage.     As  was  read 
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Lere  a  few  days  ago  by  the  President,  the  British  Minera'  Fedentioii  is  4 
ing  a  minimum  liWng  wage. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  ameiidmeiit  T^ 
the  same  reasons  that  the  President  of  this  organization  waa  opposed  to  i 
adoption  of  striking  out  ''eight"  and  inserting  "six"  in  tlie  previous  ( 
If  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Russell  is  adopted  by  tlds  eonventioB  S^ 
will  be  equivalent  to  instructions  to  your  Scale  Committee  to  incorporate  in  tB^i^ 
demands  a  demand  for  a  minimuum  scale  for  all  members  of  oar  organintu^^A- 
The  committee  *s  report  says  that  we  will  ' '  strive. ' '  That  means  we  will  tij  "^^^ 
secure  a  minimum  wage  for  all  members  of  our  organiiation. 

Now,  while  the  convention  is  at  liberty  to  amend  this  eonstitotlon  any  w^T" 
they  may  see  fit,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  delegation  ooght  to  asniM      ^ 
ridiculous  |)09ition.     If  the  matter  is  fully  covered  in  the  eomnittee's  fee****' 
mendation.  and  the  committee's  recommendation  goes  as  far  as  it  is  ponible  ^^ 
the  organization  to  go  at  this  time.  I  think  the  delegation  should  adopt  the  mc^^ 
^offered  by  the  committee;  but  to  strike  out  the  word  ** strive"  and  inierfc  ♦'^ 
word  ''demand'-  means  that  this  delegation  in  this  convention  ia  ffoing  to  ^ 

mand  before  our  next  agreement  is  signed  that  we  are  going  to  have  incoiTr^ 
ated  in  it  a  minimum  wa^rc  scale  for  all  memlters  of  our  organization.  ^ 

Delegate    Fishwick,    District    No.    12 — ^I    move    that    the    amendni^ 
offered  by  Delegate  Kussell  lay  on  the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  waa  carried. 

"Fifth.  To  provide  for  the  education  of  our  children  by  lawfulV^ 
prohibiting  their  employment  until  they  have  at  least  reached  fourteen, 
years  of  age. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  5  of  Article  II  be  adopted 
as  presented  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wallace,  District  No.  11 — I  move  to  amend  by  atriking  out 
*  *  fourteen ' '  and  inserting  ' '  sixteen. ' ' 

Delegate  Farrington,  District  12 — I  desire  to  say  for  the  benefit  of  the 
delegation  that  the  clause  recommended  by  the  committee  ia  identlea]  with  the 
clause  in  our  former  constitution.  There  is  nothing  in  the  other  eonatttntion 
or  the  committee  *s  recommendation  that  would  prevent  the  vmriona  miwrng 
districts  from  having  incorporated  in  their  agreements  an  age  HniitatioB  of  aix- 
teen  years.  This  constitution  would  not  prevent  that  being  done.  A  year  ago, 
or  two  years  ago,  I  don't  remember  which,  this  same  question  waa  before  the 
International  convention  of  this  organization  for  consideration,  and  at  that  time 
a  number  of  the  delegates  opposed  increasing  the  age  limit  to  sixteen  yeara  of 
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age^  for  the  reason  that  in  a  number  of  the  mining  districts  boys  were  permitted 
to  Ko  into  the  mines  at  fourteen  years  of  age.  For  that  reason  they  opposed 
the  Adoption  of  any  change  by  the  convention  at  that  time.  In  my  own  district 
l^o^ra  cure  not  permitted  to  go  into  the  mines  until  they  have  reached  sixteen 
7®&V8  of  age.  In  a  number  of  other  mining  districts  they  are  permitted  to  enter 
the  XK&anes  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  To  change  this  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion:!, a.-^  this  time  would  mean  that  the  districts  where  boys  can  go  into  the  mines 
at  f  oiajrteen  years  of  age  are  working  in  violation  of  your  International  con- 
rtitn^icn. 

31>«legate  Dilley,  District  12 — I  believe  in  the  amendment.     Sixteen  years 

■''^^^Icl   be  the  limit.    We  found  a  case  recently  in  our  local  where  we  were 

■ati^^Q^  tjiQ  c]|ix^  ^as  not  twelve  years  of  age,  but  the  father  insisted,  offering 

to  sx:ia^e  an  affidavit  that  the  child  was  fourteen  years  of  age.     He  was  a  mere 

little   "bit  of  a  boy.    He  showed  he.  wasn  't  fourteen,  and  his  father  still  insisted 

taa-t  tlie  boy  wos  fourteen.     He  had  no  family  record.    We  had  to  have  an  inter- 

pre^ex*   for  him.    I  said  to  the  president :  *  *  Ask  him  when  that  child  was  bom. ' ' 

•    H^^tated  for  quite  a  bit  and  could  not  tell  us,  and  offered  to  send  back  to 

^*^-^d  or  some  European  country  to  establish  the  age  of  the  boy;  but  we  ruled 

"*^   *^^4t,  and  the  boy  wasn't  accepted  .in  the  local. 

•^^ow,  I  want  to  say  that  with  the  present  limit  of  fourteen  years  of  age  we 

ar&   «^      « 

**Oing  the  child  an  injustice.     There  is  many  a  father — and  I  can  hardly  give 

^^at  name — that  will  drag  his  little  son  into  the  shaft  and  force  him  to  work, 

^^^^^C   him  away  from  his  young  associations,  out  of  school  and  dwarfing  hiH 

^  stand  opposed  to  these  things,  and  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment.    It  is 

*  ^^i-fcely  necessary  to  defend  the  child,  and  if  there  ever  was  a  time  in  history 

^       *^      the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  should  begin   to  educate  their 

^^*^  ^^'^m  it  IB  at  this  present  time. 

X  ^^fjji  £g||t  in  this  convention  for  a  sixteen  years  ago  limit,  so  that  a  fatber 

^  ^^^Ht  no  more  love  for  his  child  than  to  drag  him  into  the  mine  at  the  ago 

O^     ^'^•Ive  will  be  prevented   from  doing  it.     I  will  help  do  that  little  boy 

Js^^^c^    I  believe  a  miner's  son  has  as  large  a  brain  as  the  son  of  any  senator 

iP^^  «ver  sat  at  Washington;  but  tliat  child  of  the  miner  who  goes  to  work  at 

^^^^^^teen  has  no  opportunity  to  cultivate  that  brain.    I  ask  for  the  miner 's  child 

i3^^  lie  may  have  the  same  opportunity  and  privilege  as  any  rich  man's  child. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  12 — A  question  of  information  as  to  the  inter- 

^Yctatbn  of  this  clause.    I  would  like  to  ask  what  they  mean  by  the  word 

^  lawfully,"  whether  civil  law  or  the  law  of  our  organization? 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  <  -onnnittec — We  mean  civil  law. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


446 

Delegate  Germer,  District  12 — I  thought  that  would  be  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  and  because  of  that  I  favor  the  amendment.  I  think  our  organization 
should  go  on  record  and  should  adopt  a  clause  in  its  constitution  favoring  the 
prohibition  of  children  working  in  the  mines  under  the  age  of  sixteen  yeurs. 
We  have  now  in  District  12  a  law  that  prohibits  boys  under  sixteen  years  ci 
age  going  into  the  mines  and  yet  we  have  discovered  cases  where  the  fathers  have 
made  affidavits  that  the  boys  were  sixteen  when  they  were  far  below.  In  fact, 
after  the  Cherry  disaster  we  found  that  three  or  four  boys  under  fourteen  had 
been  working  there  in  violation  of  both  our  constitution  and  the  civil  lawa. 

Now,  if  we  make  it  fourteen  some  man  will  make  affida\it  that  the  boy  is 
fourfeen  if  he  is  only  twelve.  Now  let  us  make  it  high  enough  so  if  they  do 
perjure  themselves  it  will  be  yet  in  favor  of  the  boy.  I  believe  boys  fourteen 
years  of  age  have  no  business  in  a  mine,  and  though  it  may  be  that  because  of 
our  lack  of  sufficient  strength  to  keep  them  out  such  boys  go  into  the  mines,  it  is 
yet  consistent  with  the  principles  and  policies  of  our  organization  and  of  the 
labor  movement  to  keep  boys  of  fourten  out  of  the  mine. 

I  do  not  believe  because  we  adopt  this  in  our  constitution,  making  a  sixteen 
years  age  limit,  that  all  boys  under  sixteen  will  be  kept  out  of  the  mines;  but  it 
will  place  the  organization  on  record  as  to  where  it  stands  in  regard  to  child 
labor.  And  I  want  to  say  there  is  too  much  child  labor,  too  much  exploiting 
of  child  life  in  our  great  American  republic,  and  this  organization,  as  one  of  the 
vanguards  of  the  labor  movement,  should  place  itself  on  record  in  favor  of  the 
sixteen  years  age  limit.  I  wish  it  could  be  made  eighteen,  but  I  know  condition!: 
will  not  permit  it;  but  in  justice  to  ourselves  and  the  children  we  should  place 
the  age  limit  at  sixteen  years. 

Delegate  Young,  District  12 — There  is  nothing  worse  for  a  child  than  the 
lack  of  education.  In  the  past  a  majority  of  us  went  into  the  mines  when  wo 
were  twelve,  and  some  of  us  went  in  at  ten  years  of  age.  That  deprived  us  of 
a  chance  to  get  an  education.  I  believe  sixteen  years  is  early  enough  to  go  inio 
a  mine.  I  want  to  impress  upon  your  mind  4;hat  the  man  who  took  his  child  ii;to 
the  mines  at  the  age  of  twelve  sometimes  had  to  do  it  in  the  early  days  on 
account  of  poverty.  I  think  now,  however,  it  is  nothing  more  than  right  we 
should  go  on  record  advocating  sixteen  years  as  the  limit. 

Delegate  Harlin — I  move  that  debate  on  this  question  cease.  (Seconded 
and  carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Wallace  was  carried,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  adopted  as  amended. 
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"Sixth.  To  secure  equitable  statutory  old  age  pension  and  workmen's 
compensation  laws." 

On  motion  the  Section  6  of  Article  II  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the 
committee. 

' '  Seventh.  To  enforce  existing  just  laws  and  to  secure  the  repeal  of  those 
which  are  unjust." 

On  motion  Section  7  of  Article  II  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

''Eighth.  To  secure  by  legislative  enactment  laws  protecting  the  limbs, 
lives  and  health  of  our  members;  establishing  our  right  to  organize;  prohibiting 
the  use  of  deception  to  secure  strike  breakers ;  preventing  the  employment  of  pri- 
vately armed  guards  during  labor  disputes;  and  such  other  legislation  as  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  members  of  our  craft." 

On  motion  Section  8  of  Article  II  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE  III. 

— Jurisdiction — 

"Section  1.  The  International  Union  shall  be  composed  of  workmen  eli- 
gible for  membership  in  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  and  may  be  di- 
vided into  districts,  sub-districts  and  local  unions. 

On  motipn  Section  1  of  Article  III  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Sec.  2.  All  districts,  sub-districts  and  local  unions  must  be  chartered 
by  and  shall  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  and  subject  to  the  laws  and  rulings 
of  the  International  Union. ' '. 

On  motion  Section  2  of  Article  III  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

' '  Sec.  3b  In  all  questions  of  dispute,  appeals  and  grievances  affecting  our 
members  (unless  restricted  by  joint  agreements)  the  decision  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  shall  be  final  and  binding  until  reversed  by  an  Interna- 
tional convention. ' ' 

On  motion  Section  3  of  Article  III  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
— Districts — 

"Section  1.     Districts  may  be  formed  with  such  number  and  territory 
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as  may  be  designated  by  the  International  Officers  and  may  adopt       ^ 
laws  for  their  goyernment  as  do  not  conflict  with  the  laws  or  rulings  €7^ 
International  Union  or  joint  agreements."  a 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  1  of  Article  IV  ^ 
adopted  as  presented  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  No.  5 — Does  the  term  "International  (Mft* 
cers"  mean  the  International  Executive  Board  f 

Delegate  Bittncr,  Stvretary  of  tin*  Committee — Yes. 

Delegate   Crone,   District   No.   13 — I   move  to  amend   by   striking  out 
' '  officers ' '  and  inserting  ' '  Executive  Board. ' '     (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  ameiulmciit  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

"Sec.  2.  Districts  may  sub-divide  territory  i%-ithin  their  own  bonndarieSy 
hut  the  International  Executive  Board  shall  have  authority  to  change  the 
boundaries  of  districts  as  conditious  may  require,  but  no  change  of  bonnda- 
ries  shall  be  made  until  the  officers  of  districts  and  local  unions  affected 
by  such  change  have  boon  consulted,  and  all  local  unions  must  pay  all  tax 
and  assessments  due  the  district  to  which  they  were  attached  before  change 
of  boundary  was  made." 

Delegate  Farrington.  chairman  of  the  committee,  stated  there  was  a 
typographical  error  in  the  printed  report,  as  the  words  "and  local  unions" 
had  been  omitted  from  line  6  after  the  word  "districts." 

On  motion  Section  2  of  Article  IV  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the 
committee,  after  the  correction  noted  by  Delegate  Farrington  liad  been 
made. 

ARTICLE  V. 

— Sub-Districts — 

'  *  Sub-districts  may  be  formed  and  assigned  such  numbers  and  territory  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  district  of  which  they  are  a  part,  and  may  adopt  such 
laws  for  their  govemmeuc  as  do  not  conflict  with  the  laws  or  rolinga  of  the  In- 
ternatioml  or  District  Unions  or  joint  agreements." 

On  motion  Article  V  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  committee. 

ARTICLE  Vr. 
— Local  Unious — 
"Section  1.     Local  unions  may  adopt  such  laws  for  their  gOTemineiit  as 
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^^ot  conflict  with  the  laws  or  rulings  of  the  International,  district  or  sub- 
*"^*^<it  unions  or  joint  agreement. '* 

-A.  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  1  of  Article  VI  be  adopted 
*   X^i^esented  by  the  committee. 

13elegate  Turner,  District  No.  25 — Will  that  clause  give  the  locals  the  lati- 
ttx^^  they  ask  in  Resolution  No.  66 1 

President  White — This  article,  if  adopted,  will  permit  the  locals  to  do  as 
tV^y  have  done  in  the  past,  adopt  laws  for  their  government  so  long  as  they 
^^  not  conflict  with  the  district,  sub-district  or  International  constitutions  or 
t^«  joint  agreanent. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  presented  was  carried. 
''Sec.  2.  Each  local  union  shall  have  the  right  to  penalize  its  own  mem- 
bers, or  (except  as  prohibited  by  Section  17  of  Article  XV)  debar  from  mem- 
bership any  applicant  for  membership  therein,  but  any  member  so  penalized  or 
any  person  so  debarred  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  in  consecutive  order  to  the 
sub-district,  district  and  International  Unions,  any  one  of  which  branches  shall 
have  authority  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  local  union;  and  any  local  union 
debarring  any  applicant  from  membership  shall  give  such  applicant  written  rea- 
son  for  his  debarment.' ' 

Seetion  2  of  Article  VI  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  committee. 
' '  Sec.  3.  If  in  the  judgment  of  the  officers  of  the  International,  district  or 
sab-district  unions,  any  local  union  has  taken  any  action  opposed  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  the  International  Union  or  the  district  or 
sab-district  anions  having  jurisdiction  over  the  local  union  shall  have  the  right 
to  reverse  the  action  of  the  local  union. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  3  of  Article  VI  be  adopted 
as  presented  by  the  committee.     (Carried.) 

"Sec.  4.  Should  any  local  union  be  dissatisfied  with  a  decision  of  any  of 
the  governing  branches  (unless  prohibited  by  joint  agreements),  it  shall  have  the 
right  of  appeal  to  the  branch  next  in  authority  until  a  final  decision  is  reached, 
as  provided  in  Section  3  of  Article  III. ' ' 

Section  4  of  Article  VI  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  committee. 
' '  Sec.  5.  '  Where  It  is  decided  that  any  branch  of  the  organization  has  done 
an  injustice  to  any  member,  or  applicant  for  membership,  the  branch  respon- 
sible for  the  injustice  must  compensate  such  member  or  applicant  for  time  lost 
and  expense  incurred  while  defending  his  rights,  and  any  such  defendant  shall 
be  restored  to  all  former  rights  and  privileges  in  the  organization." 

Seetion  5  of  Article  VI  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  committee: 
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ABTICLE  VII. 

— OiHcers — 

'•Tlii«  ufllnTH  of  iho  Iiitenmtioiml  Union  shall  be  one  President,  one 
Vli*0  ProNiilnnt,  uiiu  Hecrotary-Treasurer,  three  Tellers,  three  Auditors,  seven 
ilol«*KiilitM  to  \Uv  Anwiirnn  IVdnation  of  Labor  convention  and  one  Executive 
MoHul  Mi'inbiT  from  racli  of  the  dlHtricls  over  which  the  United  Mine  Workers 
liiiM  JiiriNilli'tlon,  (lir  liiHt  niiMKMl  of  which  shall  constitute  the  International 
KtiMMitlvn  llourd. " 

A  motion  wnii  nmdo  and  Noconded  that  the  section  as  presented  by  the 
i'oiiiniltli>o  )i««  fidoptt*d. 

htdouittd  Kiiihwlck,  I>iHtrict  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
U)<>  word  "llotitd*'  in  the  laHt  lino  '*said  Board  shall  be  composed  of  the 
tUntrlot   prvNidoiitH  of  tho  diKtriots  affiliated  with  the  International  organi* 
Mtloii."     v^oooiidod.) 

Oh  luoiidit  \\\%\  luuondmont  oflTorod  l\v  Delegate  Fishwick  was  laid  upon 
ih«»  liiblo. 

Mtdv^^nto  Molt.  PiHiriot  No.  2l--\Vill  that  exclude  tlie  three  resident 
oilloiMn  froiu  bolujj  ytK\\  of  tho  lU^ardf 

mdo|}iilii  lUttuor,  Socrotnrv  of  the  Oonimittee — ^The  constitution  pro- 
V  (don  fuHhot  thnf  flto  thvoo  rt^>idtMit  oAioors  »ha1I  be  members  of  the  Board 
\\\   \  hhio  of  Ihoir  ortuo  j 

(Vlo^nto  V'%vhiU*»  l^iMuvt  No.  5  I  ri:>«>  to  make  an  amendment  to  tke 
.\H^o^^  bN   MuK\«\|;  oui  tho  \\ot\ls  *Mhrtv  auditors**  in  line  3,  and  inserting 

r»^^Md\*wi  \\  U^lo  W  X  hAir  lyiTxlly  thi::k<  that  a  proper  amendm^^^^ 
I'Uo  m^^mW^*  ot  ihv  \  T\N\*  w.A*.  \\^*^^:^.:Tt^'  *rt^  u^n  offi^ars  of  this  oig^^^ 
•»*^\^^w,  '^Wxl  >*o  5^u^  ,-of.vy^  ^»:o  :>.e  o:S^vVr*  of  tkis  («)^nixati0n  shall     ■- 

WWaU*   >\v>a«      V*  A   w:*:5cr  of  ^xr'axwix^x.     TW  pwpoae  of     ^ 

\  \\A^v«,^>.^  <•,»  V-^*\>,W  tv   ■■  V  tv,...:rvv,'-T:  of  fvr^r^  aeyvaaetanfei  »  aadit    ^^^ 

:VVv*»^  >\xv.i    >v,>  ,;   No.  .:-,'.-i-/  r,*  MMH£  Vt  a»iMH^  aft^"" 
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President  White — The  committee  informs  me  that  that  part  is  covered 
I  another  sedtion. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  presented  by  the  committee  was 
arried. 

Pre*»ident  White — The  hour  for  adjournment  is  about  at  hand.  In  har- 
loiiy  with  an  announcement  made  this  morning  by  the  chair  when  we  pro- 
ceeded to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  it  was  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  wo  would  suspend  the  rules  whenever  the  delegates  to  the 
.ineriean  Federation  of  Labor  were  ready  to  report.  Such  a  motion  is  now 
1  order. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — 1  move  that  the  rules  be  nuspended  and  that 
■  e  hear  from  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  (Seconded 
nd  carried.) 

^P;PORT    OF    DELKOATES    TO    THE    AMERICAN    FEDERATION    OF 
LABOR  rONA^ENTION. 

Vice-President  Haye^  read  the  following  report: 
To  the   Representatives  of  the   Twenty-third   Annual   Convention,   United 

Mine  W^orkers  of  America: 

Greeting:  We,  your  delegates  to  the  Thirty -first  Annual  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  which  was  held  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
November  13  to  25,  inclusive,  1911,  submit  to  you  the  following  report: 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Gompers,  on  Novem- 
^^  13.  Addresses  of  welcome  were  made  by  Governor  Hoke  Smith,  Mayor 
">n.  Congressman  Howard  and  Jerome  Jones,  who  spoke  in  behalf  of  the 
■'ai^ta  Federated  Trades. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  that  they  had  received  the 
^^ntialg  of  three  hundred  and  forty-six  delegates,  representing  eighty-nine 
^** national  and  national  unions,  twenty-five  state  branches,  sixty-seven 
••^al  bodies,  twenty  local  trade  and  federated  labor  unions  and  eight 
^^^nal  delegates,  and  recommended  that  all  be  seated  except  those  whose 
'^  had  been  protested  or  whose  organization  was  in  arrears  for  tax  and 
^'^^ments.    The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

'Xlie  report  of  President  Gompers  can  be  summarized  as  a  review  of  the 
^*^  of  the  federation  during  the  past  year.  It  dealt  particularly  with  the 
^^lative  work  promulgated  by  the  federation  and  the  various  conflicts  in 
^^^b  labor  engaged. 
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Secretary  Morrison 'n  and  Treasurer  Lennon'i  reports  dealt  largely^ 
ihe  finances  of  the  federation,  and  the  numerical  strength  of  same.  1^ 
rifiort  of  Treasurer  Lennon  showed  a  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  t)0 
of  the  fiscal  year,  September  30,  1911,  of  $189,579.56,  making  a  gain  for  tk 
year  of  $6,664.60.  It  also  showed  that  the  receipts  of  the  American  Federt- 
tionist,  the  official  journal,  were  $18,213.98  and  the  disbursements  $20,913.5^ 
i«aving  a  deficit  of  $2,699.58.  Secretary  Morrison  reported  that  there  wi» 
HO  increaKc  in  membership  during  the  past  year  of  approximately  200,0(yO 
members. 

One  of  the  pleasing  features  of  the  convention  were  the  addresses  deliv- 
«'r<-<l  liy  the  two  representatives  of  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress,  and 
the  representative  from  the  Canadian  Labor  Congress.  Mr.  Q.  H.  Roberts, 
fraternal  delegate  from  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress  and  alao  a  mem- 
ber of  the  British  Parliament,  delivered  a  very  able  and  instructive  address, 
dealing  largely  with  the  political  activities  of  the  British  workers,  showing 
liow  they  had  secured  many  advancements  for  labor  through  the  medium  of 
working-class  political  action.  The  other  addresses  were  also  very  instnc- 
live  and  educational  in  character,  and  dealt  largely  with  the  economie  ad- 
vances of  the  trades  union  movement  in  Canada  and  Great  Britain.  The 
churches  and  church  societies  were  also  represented  by  fraternal  delegates. 

Several  important  changes  in  the  past  policies  and  laws  of  the  federa- 
tion were  made,  to-wit:  A  committee  on  laws  recommended  that  Section  1 
of  Article  X  of  the  constitution  be  amended  by  striking  from  the  fifth 
lino  the  words  *' one-half"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  ''two 
thirds"  Ko  that  the  per  capita  tax  of  the  International  Unions  will  be  two- 
thirds  of  d  cent  per  member  per  month.    The  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  increase  in  the  per  capita  tax  was  made  necessary  on  account  of 
t  he  many  bitter  attacks  on  the  labor  movement  during  the  past  year  or  two. 

A  resolution  of  vital  importance,  known  as  Besolution  No.  97,  was  pre 
sentcd  by  Delegate  Joseph  Proebstle  of  the  International  Union  of  the 
Hrewery  Workers,  and  provided  for  the  election  of  officers  and  enactment 
of  laws  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  by  the  initiative  and  referen- 
dum. A  majority  of  the  committee  reported  unfavorably  on  this  resolution, 
but  Delegate  Walker,  representing  our  organization,  and  a  member  of  the 
committee,  presented  the  following  minority  report,  which  brought  forth 
<*0Dsidernble  discussion  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  but  which,  we  are 
pleased  to  report,  was  finally  adopted  by  practically  unanimous  vote,  to-wit: 

' '  Kesolved,  That  we  favor  the  election  of  the  officers  of  Ihe  American 
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^^Oeration  of  Labor  by  referendum  vote  of  the  membership  of  the  afSliated 
^i^ions  who  are  paid  np  and  in  good  standing,  if  after  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion, mature  and  deliberate  consideration,  it  is  found  to  be  practicable  and 
^or  the  best  interests  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  therefore,  be  it 
further 

''Resolved,  That  the  question  of  the  practicability  and  desirability  of 
electing  the  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  by  referendum 
vote  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Council  for  investigation,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  report  on  this  subject  to  the  next  annual  convention  for 
its  consideration." 

We  consider  this  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  hope  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  the  principles  of  absolute  democracy  will  prevail  in  the 
councils  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  object  of  this  substi- 
tute resolution  is  to  bring  the  rank  and  file  in  direct  touch 'with  the  selec- 
tion of  officials  and  the  enactment  of  policies  and  laws  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  if  sneh  is  donoy  as  we  are  hopeful  it  will  be, 
judging  from  the  sentiment  expressed  on  the  fiioor  of  the  convention,  it 
will  have  a  splendid  effect  upon  the  entire  labor  movement. 

Bepolution  No.  173  (Page  352)  which  was  adopted  by  the  convention, 
may  be  of  interest  to  our  delegates  and  especially  those  from  the  Canadian 
side  of  the  line,  and  the  same  is  hereby  submitted: 

Besolution  No.  173,  presented  by  Delegates  Duncan  McDonald,  John 
Mitchell,  Frank  J.  Hayes,  United  Mine  Workers. 

** Whereas,  There  is  an  organization  known  as  the  Provincial  Workmen's 
Association  in  existence  in  certain  portions  of  Canada,  said  organization 
claiming  jurisdiction  over  the  coal  miners  employed  in  the  coal  mines  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  purporting  to  represent  them  in  negotiating  wage  con- 
tracts for  them  in  that  territory;  and 

**  Whereas,  The  men  employed  in  and  around  the  mines  in  Nova  Scotia, 
by  a  large  majority,  some  years  ago,  decided  to  become  a  part  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  Anierica,  and  repudiated  the  organization  known  as  the 
Provincial  Workmen's  Association,  its  officers  and  agents;  and 

''Whereas,  This  so-called  organization,  through  its  officers,  has  since 
joined  hands  with  the  employers  in  their  efforts  to  destroy  and  disrupt  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  in  that  section,  and  have  assisted  in  fur- 
nishing scabs  and  strike  breakers  working  under  the  protection  of  the  detec- 
tives and  thugs  employed  by  the  coal  companies,  thereby  proving  themselves 
traitors  to  the  best  interests  of  the  workers;  and 
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^  ^  Whereas,  TMb  so-called  organizaticDy  through  its  officers,  is  again 
attempting  to  represent  the  Mine  Workers  in  formulating  a  scale  of  wages 
on  a  basis  satisfactory  to.  the  coal  companies,  and  upon  which  no  worker 
can  hope  to  exist  and  live,  as  a  worker  should  live;  therefore,  be  it 

**  Resolved,  That  this  (•onv4?ntion  condemn  the  actions  of  the  men  in 
charge  of  this  outlaw  organization  as  a  menace  to  a  civilized  community, 
and  a  band  of  traitors  who  are  being  paid  for  their  dirty,  nefarious  work, 
and  who  by  their  actions  are  helping  to  retard  the  work  of  tbe  bona-flde 
trades  unionists,  and  who  by  co-operating  with  the  thngs  and  detectives  of 
the  employers,  are  placing  themselves  on  a  plane  lower  than  that  of  tbe 
meanest  scab  or  strike  breaker. ' '  * 

Resolution  No.  84  (Page  197)  should  be  of  interest  to  our  craft. 

^  *  Whereas,  the  Hoinestake  Mining  Company  of  Lead,  Sbuth  Dakota,  has  en- 
forced a  relentless  and  tyrannical  blacklist  against  all  union  men  since  Jan- 
uary 1.  1910,  by  requiring  of  all  applicants  as  a  condition  of  employment  the 
signing  of  the  following  card : 

** Office  Homest^ko  Mining  Company,  Lead,  S.  D..  .  .•. .  .19.  . 

' '  I  am  not  a  member  of  any  labor  union,  and  in  consideration  of  my  being 
employed  by  the  Homestake  Mining  Company,  agree  that  I  will  not  become  such 
while  in  its  service. 

Occupation 

(Signed)    

**  Believing  this  card  to  be  in  direct  conflict  with  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  submission  to  its  de- 
mands would  l)e  wrong  against  posterity;  therefore,  be  it 

**  Resolved,  By  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled, 
that  we  pledge  our  moral  and  financial  support  to  our  brothers  now  struggling 
against  greed  and  oppression  of  this  mining  corporation;  and,  be  it  further 

**  Resolved.  That  organizers  be  placed  in  this  district  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  and  assisting  our  locked-out  brothers  in  South  Dakota  to  maintain  their 
organization  and  rights  of  citizenship.*' 

This  resolution  was  followed  by  an  upp(>al  which  was  read  in  which  it  was 
shown  that  the  Hearst  testate  was  back  of  this  fight,  and  representatives  of  tbe 
Western  Federation  of  Miners  asked  that  representatives  of  organised  labor  re- 
frain from  purchasing  Hearst  papers.  This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Exec- 
utive CoinKil  to  conduct  an  investigation  and  to  endeavor  to  bring  about  a  eet- 
tlenuMit  of  this  dispute. 

Another  important  (juestion  considrred  by  the  convention  was  the  statuB  of 
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the  Civic  Federation.  Besolutions  were  introduced  calling  upon  the  representa- 
tives of  labor  to  sever  their  connection  with  this  institution.  The  resolution 
committee  reported  adversely  on  the  resolutions,  which  precipitated  a  discussion 
uf  several  hours'  duration,  it  finally  being  decided  by  roll  call  vote  to  sustain 
the  report  of  the  resolution  committee,  which  permitted  the  labor  representatives 
to  retain  their  connection  with  the  Civic  Federation.  The  vote  on  this  question 
resulted  as  follows:  In  favor  of  the  committee's  report,  11,851;  against  com- 
mittee's report,  4,924,  our  delegation  casting  its  entire  vote  against  the  com- 
mittee's report,  pursuant  to  the  action  of  our  last  annual  convention. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  was  a  marked  tendency  in  this  convention 
toward  the  principles  of  industrial  unionism.  The  day  of  the  craft  union  is  rap- 
idly drawing  to  a  close,  the  labor  movement  being  forced  by  nature  of  economic 
<!ircumstances  to  combine  all  workers  engaged  in  any  one  trade,  under  the  ban- 
ner of  one  union.  In  this  connection  we  see  evidences  of  this  spirit  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  departments,  such  as  the  Building  Trades  Department,  Metal 
Trades  Department,  Transportation  and  Railway  Department,  and  several  others. 
The  oliject  of  the  departmental  idea  being  to  cement  the  workers  closer  together 
an<l  to  have  them  all  realize  that  their  interests  are  the  same  and  that  they 
must  work  and  fight  together  against  the  one  conmion  enemy,  instead  of  being 
divided  along  craft  lines,  as  formerly.  In  this  connection  we  are  pleased  to 
report  that  we  met  with  the  delegates  representating  the  Western  Federation 
of  Miners,  to  draw  up  a  Constitution  and  by-laws  for  a  mining  department,  to 
be  composed  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  and  the  Western  Federa- 
tion of  Miners  and  such  other  organizations  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  to  and 
which  are  correlative  with  the  mining  industry.  We  expect  to  receive  a  charter 
from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for  this  department,  in  the  near  future, 
at  which  time  permanent  officers  will  be  elected,  and  all  men  engaged  in  the  min- 
ing industry  and  correlative  industries  on  the  North  American  continent  will  be 
l^erroanently  united  in  bonds  of  fraternity  and  fellowship. 

As  an  iuHtance  of  the  trend  of  thought  now  gaining  ground  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  we  mention  the  following  recommend- 
Htion  of  the  Executive  Council,  which  was  adopted  by  the  convention,  to  wit: 
The  Elxecutive  Council  holds  that  both  for  harmony  and  practicability,  the  pipe 
fitting  trade  should  be  represented  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  also 
in  the  Building  Trades  Department,  by  one  general  association  of  the  pipe  fit- 
ring  industry — the  United  Association  of  Plumbers,  Gas  Fitters,  Steam  Fitters 
and  Steam   tHtters*  Helpers  of  the  United  States  and  Canada — and  it  further 
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recommends  that  the  Executive  C'ouncil  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
be  instructed  to  carry  this  into  effect.  This  means,  ultimately,  that  there  will 
be  only  one  organization  in  the  pipe  fitting  industry,  instead  of  two,  as  at  pres- 
ent. 

The  charter  of  the  Amalgamated  Association  of  CarpenterSy  also  the 
charter  of  the  Wood  Workers '  Union  was  revoked.  The  opinion  of  the 
convention  being  that  there  should  be  only  one  organization  of  carpenters  in 
America.  The  same  action  was  also  taken  concerning  the  charter  issued 
to  one  of  the  International  Associations  of  Car  Workers.  The  convention 
ordered  the  merging  the  smallest  of  the  car  workers  *  organizations  into  the  larg- 
est organized  body  of  that  craft.  This  action  means  that  there  is  now  but  one 
recognized  car  workers'  organization  in  the  councils  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

The  last  order  of  business  was  the  election  of  officers,  and  the  selection 
of  the  convention  city.  All  of  the  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  were  re-elected. 

Delegate  John  H.  Walker  of  our  organization  and  Delegate  George  L. 
Berry  of  the  International  Printing  Pressmen's  Union,  were  elected  as 
fraternal  delegates  to  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  the  next  convention  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

This,  in  brief,  is  a  summary  of  the  most  important  happenings  of  the 
convention. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  MITCHELL, 
T.  L.  LEWIS, 

DUNCAN  McDonald, 

JOHN  H.  WALKER, 
E.  S.  McCULLOUGH, 
W.  B.  WILSON, 
FRANK  J.  HAYES. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  the  report  of  the  dele- 
gates be  received  and  made  part  of  the  records  of  this  convention.    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McDonald,  District  No.  12 — I  believe,  in  view  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  convention  a  few  days  ago,  that  it  might  be  well  to  delay  action  on  this 
motion  until  we  consider  the  resolution  upon  which  we  deferred  action  until  we 
could  hear  from  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention.  I 
think  the  proper  thing  would  be  to  make  that  a  special  order  for  this  aftemooB 
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upon  reconvening.  We  can  read  the  resolution  and  hear  the  explanation  of  these 
delegates. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — I  referred  this  morning  to  a  matter  that 
is  of  considerable  importance  and  one  it  is  necessary  that  we  consider  at  as  early 
a  date  as  possible  to  get  results.  When  President  White  was  with  the  Scale 
Committee  yesterday  evening  we  talked  the  matter  over  and  believed  it  was  the 
best  thing  to  do,  but  after  giving  the  matter  more  consideration  it  developed 
that  before  a  final  agreement  is  reached  or  before  a  final  policy  is  adopted,  in 
the  event  there  is  a  disagreement  reached,  our  International  convention  as  a 
whole  must  be  there  either  by  staying  in  session  or  reconvening.  There  is  no 
danger  of  anything  being  done  until  after  it  has  had  the  fullest  consideration  by 
our  entire  convention.  The  postponement  of  the  joint  conference,  provided  we 
are  able  to  get  through  here  by  Thursday,  would  mean  a  delay  and  the  member- 
ship will  be  very  much  dissatisfied  with  any  delay  that  can  be  avoided. 

It  is  necessary  to  consider,  not  only  a  saving  in  finances  to  the  organization, 
but  also  the  question  of  keeping  our  membership  as  well  satisfied  with  the  work 
of  the  convention  as  we  can  keep  them.  Under  those  circumstances  we  feel  that 
possibly  the  best  course  to  pursue  would  be  to  go  on  now  with  the  original  ar- 
rangements and  have  the  joint  confereuce  on  Thursday.  We  may  not  have  our 
work  fully  performed,  there  may  be  some  work  left  undone,  when  the  conven- 
tion reconvenes  to  either  ratify  an  agreement  or  in  case  of  a  disagreement  to 
decide  upon  a  policy.  We  can  then  finish  the  unfinished  work  of  the  convention 
without  any  conditions  whatever. 

Under  those  circumstances,  if  I  am  permitted,  I  would  like  to  move  that 
we  reconsider  our  action  taken  in  this  matter  this  morning.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

President  White— With  that  understanding  we  will  expect  to  carry  out  the 
original  arrangement,  and,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  notice  sent  the  opera- 
tors requesting  the  change  as  suggested  in  the  motion  this  morning,  I  would  like 
the  press  to  take  notice  that  the  original  arrangements  as  made  will  be  carried 
out. 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules  to  reconveriC 
at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


SIXTH  DAY-AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  conTention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Monday,  January 
22,  President  White  in  the  chair. 
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Secretary  Perry — I  did  not  feel  that  I  would  be  called  upon  again  to 
correct  what  I  believe  is  a  mistaken  impression  of  the  membership  of  this 
organization.  While  the  reporter  of  the  Indianapolis  Star  tells  me  it  was 
no  intention  on  his  part  to  do  the  organization  an  injustice  or  misrepresent 
the  facts,  in  order  that  this  matter  may  be  cleared  up  I  want  to  call  your 
attention  to  an  article  you  will  find  in  the  Indianapolis  Star  this  morning, 
which  states  that: 

*^At  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  organization  had  a 
membership  of  309,540,  and  the  total  membership  for  the  following 
November  was  259,027,  n  loss  of  approximately  60,000  members. 

"Begardless    of    this    fact.    President    White,    in    submitting    his 
annual  report  on  the  opening  day  of  the  convention,  praised  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Union  had  been  built  up  during  the  year.     He  said 
that  there  had  been  a  gain  in  membership  of  26,000.    His  figures,  how- 
ever, were  based  on  the  average  membership  of  the  year  in  compari- 
son to  the  average  membership  of  the  preceding  year." 
Now  let  us  see  what  the  facts  are  in  the  case.    The  paid  up  member- 
ship does  not  represent  the  membership  of  thin  organization.     Make  that 
clear  in  the  press.     We  sometimes  exonerate  as  many  as  40,000  members 
that  are  on  strike;  consequently  the  paid  up  membership  is  not  a  compari- 
son to  go  by.    In  the  month  of  December  when  the  members  as  a  general 
rule  are  employed  steady  there  are  very  few  exonerations,  and  the  actual 
membership  can  l»e  better  determined  in  December  than  any  other  month 
of  the  year. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to  another  fact.  I  do  not  do  it  in  order  to  dis- 
credit anybody,  but  to  clear  up  any  wrong  impression  there  may  be  in  your 
minds.  The  organization  Tvas  not  turned  over  to  the  present  administration  until 
the  first  day  of  April.  I  want  to  ask  the  reporter  of  the  Indianapolis  Star  how 
it  was  we  lost  over  70,000  members  between  December,  1910,  and  the  first  day 
of  April,  1911?  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  for  the  nine  months  under  the 
present  administration  the  average  membership — paid  up  membership,  remember 
— was  251,782  4-9.  The  average  membership  for  the  corresponding  period  un- 
der the  old  administration  was  216,007.     Now  make  your  comparison! 

I  don't  want  to  do  the  previous  administration  an  injustice.  There  were 
numberless  thousands  of  our  membership  on  strike  last  summer.  I  did  not  mako 
fhat  disparaging  comparison  without  giving  that  credit.  The  fact  of  the  matter 
is  the  membership  is  greater  now  than  at  any  time  in  its  history. 

President  White — The  chair  desires  to  say  that  in  reporting  the  member- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


439 

ship  it  was  done  just  as  exactly  and  in  the  some  manner  as  was  done  by  his  pre- 
«lecew»()r.  He  took  the  twelve  months  commencing  with  December  1  and  ending 
with  November  30.  And  he  did  not  take  the  month  of  December  and  set  it  apart 
und  eulogize  the  phenomenal  gro^-th  in  the  month  in  which  our  elections  are 
held.  We  want  to  extend  every  courtesy  to  the  press,  but  we  believe  that  those 
wlio  are  actuated  by  the  desire  to  spread  the  truth  ought  not  to  distort  the  facia 
ill  tbc  matter.  The  auditors  of  this  organization  did  something  they  never  did 
in  thoir  history  before  in  reporting  the  membership  of  the  organization,  nnH 
leave  the  impression  that  the  organization  has  lost  60,000  members  as  a  result 
of  the  change  in  administration. 

In  reporting  the  membership  we  took  the  same  way  of  arriving  at  the  av- 
4*ragc  inembei-ship  as  was  done  in  the  previous  administration,  and  if  wc  had 
desired  to  incorporate  the  month  of  December  to  show  a  phenomenal  growth  dur- 
ing that  period  we  could  have  done  as  others  have  done,  pointed  to  the  facT, 
nnc!  incorporated  in  your  report,  that  we  have  reached  the  highest  stage  of 
momljership  within  tho  history  of  this  organization,  except  for  certain  conditions 
tliat  have  been  mentioned.  But  how  anybody  can  fall  into  such  a  small,  trivial 
political  scheme  at  this  hour  beggars  description!  We  will  expect  to  treat  the 
press  courteously  in  order  that  they  may  print  the  news  as  it  appears  in  our 
convention. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — T  have  been  reading  carefully  the  reports 
of  our  convention  as  they  appear  in  the  Indianapolis  Star  and  the  Indianapolis 
Sun.  And  it  appears  to  me  that  their  reports  of  our  convention  indicate  that 
tiiere  is  a  studied  and  systematic  attempt  to  distort  the  facts.  There  comes  a 
time  when  these  things  tax  a  man  *s  patience  to  the  limit.  I  can  account  for  it 
only  by  this  reason:  that  some  of  the  enemies  of  our  organization  and  of  the 
organized  labor  movement  arc  attempting  to  place  the  strength,  force  and  power 
of  our  union  in  a  wrong  and  unfavorable  light  before  the  public.  As  one  United 
Mine  Worker — and  I  believe  I  voice  the  sentiments  of  every  other  man  here — 
I  don't  want  anything  else  but  a  square  deal.  We  don*t  want  any  favoritism. 
We  believe  the  men  we  permit  to  sit  in  this  convention,  hear  the  reports  of  our 
officers  and  the  standing  of  our  organization,  ought  to  be  possessed  of  sufficient 
honor  to  report  the  facts  to  the  public  and  not  report  falsehoods. 

Delegate  McDonald,  District  No.  12 — This  is  not  the  first  experience  we 
have  had  with  the  Indianapolis  Star,  and  as  long  as  certain  coal  interests  own  it 
r  don 't  suppose  it  will  be  the  last.  A  year  ago  last  August  we  had  similar  occa- 
sion to  complain  about  the  Indianapolis  Star,  and  I  started  out  to  investigate. 
r  found  out  that  a  certain  coal  operator  who  puts  in  part  of  his  time  in  Illinoia 
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was  here  dictating  the  Associated  Press  dispatches  that  went  out  from  the  In- 
dianapolis Star.  I  made  a  further  investigation  and  was  told  hj  men  in  this 
city  whose  names  I  will  not  mention  that  people  who  were  liea^  stoekboldBn 
in  coal  corporations  were  stockholders  in  the  Indianapolis  Star.  Consider  the 
source  this  is  coming  from.  When  a  paper  is  owned  by  coal  operators  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  we  will  get  fair  treatment  from  them,  and  the  onlj  way  to 
do  is  to  let  them  keep  their  papers  and  quit  buying  them. 

Delegate  Walker — As  Secretary  McDonald  has  stated,  I  think  about 
what  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  proposition,  who  is  doing  this  woric,  whose 
interest  they  represent  and  what  their  purposes  are.  In  the  Star  yesterday 
the  statement  appeared — and  there  was  no  qualification  about  it  at  ail- 
that  I  spoke  against  the  resolution  I  was  instructed  in  the  Colnmbns  con- 
vention to  work  for  when  it  came  up  in  Atlanta.  That  statement  has  been 
(Circulated  by  newspapers  that  are  dominated  by  the  same  employing  inter- 
«*Hts  that  are  trying  to  control  our  organization,  or  get  control  of  it  and 
weaken  it  everywhere  in  this  country.  And,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  consider- 
able number  of  our  members  who  would  rather  read  that  sort  of  newspapers 
furnished  them  by  that  character  of  people  than  to  get  papers  printed  from 
Mources  that  would  give  them  the  truth  from  their  own  side,  have  been  led 
to  believe  the  statement  was  true.. 

I  don't  want  to  say  anything  that  will  reflect  on  either  myself  or  the 
organization  I  represent;  but  the  language  that  Secretary  McDonald  used 
yesterday — and  then  apologized  to  the  convention  for  using — is  not  half 
as  strong  as  I  would  like  to  put  it.  The  statement  was  absolutely  false, 
manufactured  out  of  whole  cloth,  in  my  judgment,  with  full  knowledge  of 
the  party  that  wrote  it,  and  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  doing  me  an 
injury  in  our  organization. 

The  Indianapolis  Sun  had  an  article  in  it  since  the  Scale  Committee 
was  appointed,  that  John  H.  Walker,  chairman  of  the  Scale  Committee, 
already  had  the  report  of  the  committee  written  up  and  in  his  pocket,  and 
at  the  opportune  time  it  would  be  choked  down  the  throats  of  the  delegates 
in  this  convention.  If  there  is  one  thing  I  tried  to  be  since  I  first  under- 
stood what  democracy  meant,  in  all  matters  I  have  had  any  connection  with 
I  have  tried  to  be  democratic.  Tou  will  notice  that  my  name  appears  first 
on  the  list,  and  under  ordinary  procedure  it  is  generally  accepted  that  the 
man  whose  name  is  first  mentioned  when  a  committee  is  appointed  will  act 
as  chairman.  Before  this  statement  appeared  in  the  Indianapolis  Sun,  be- 
fore I  had  any  knowledge  of  it,  I  called  the  committee  together  and  refused 
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to   act  as  chairman  unless  that  committee  wanted  me  as  chairman.     They 
selected  their  own  chairman. 

I  haven't  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee  in  my  pocket,  never  had 
it,  and  I  don't  know — I  doubt  whether  the  Lord  himself  knows — what  that 
scale  will  be  when  it  is  finally  made.  That  statement  is  also  manufactured 
out  of  whole  cloth,  for  a  malicious  purpose,  to  injure  me,  to  create  a  lack 
of  confidence  on  the  part  of  our  membership  and  to  create  distrust  and  sus 
pieion  among  the  delegates  to  this  convention.  The  statements  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  both  of  them,  are  absolutely  false,  and  the  men  who  wrote  them 
are  eligible  for  Teddy  Roosevelt's  Ananiap  Club. 

President  White — The  motion  before  the  house,  and  the  regular  order 
as  provided  for  by  this  convention,  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  on  Besolution  No.  85,  page  12,  of  the  proceedings  of  January 
18.  The  resolution  appears  from  Staunton,  111.,  and  calls  upon  certain  of 
our  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  for  their 
reasons  for  certain  action  it  is  alleged  they  took  there.  The  committee, 
I  think,  if  I  lecall  their  recommendation  on  this  resolution,  recommended 
that  the  matter  be  deferred  until  the  delegates  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  made 
their  report.  The  delegates  have  made  their  report.  The  motion  is  to  ac- 
cept the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  con- 
vention and  make  it  part  of  the  proceedings.  In  harmony  with  your  in-, 
stmctions,  former  President  Mitchell  and  former  Secretary  W.  B.  Wilson 
were  notified  to  be  present.  They  are  here  with  us  now,  and  I  suppose 
they  are  prepared,  along  with  the  others  who  are  requested  to  give  their 
reasons  for  their  action  and  their  attitude  in  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention, 
to  do  so.  1  trust  that  during  the  deliberation  of  this  matter  our  personali- 
ties will  not  run  away  without  judgment.  Let  us  remember  that  while 
nien  have  strong  convictions  and  there  may  be  seeming  differences  of  per- 
sonalities that  would  appear  to  far  outweigh  every  other  consideration. 
let  me  call  to  your  mind  that  you  are  on  the  threshold  of  the  greatest  re- 
sponsibility your  membership  has  entrusted  to  your  care.  Let  no  act  of 
yours  bring  discredit  on  those  we  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

Let  no  man  understand  me  that  I  would  shirk  a  responsibility  or  that 
I  or  any  one  else  here  would  intimate  that  we  fear  the  searchlight  of  in- 
vestigation upon  all  of  our  official  acts,  but  in  admonishing  you  to  do 
this  let  it  be  said  that  when  we  have  determined  this  question  that  seems 
to  involve  the  personality  of  men  who  have  long  been  a  factor  in  the  coun 
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cils  of  this  organization   we  did  not   lose  sight  of  the  welfare  of  this  or 
ganization  and  the  great  membership  we  have  the  honor  to  represent 

Resolution  No.  185  and  the  report  of  the  committee,  page  12,  of  Jan- 
uary 18,  proceedings,  were  read. 

President  White — At  that  time  a  motion  was  offered  to  concur  in  tbe 
report  of  the  committee,  which  was  to  nonconcur  in  the  resolution.  At 
that  time  a  motion  was  also  offered  making  this  a  special  order  and  in- 
viting former  President  Mitchell  and  former  Secretary  Wilson  to  be  with 
us.  They  are  now  here,  and  those  who  have  reasons  to  give  I  suppose  ve 
ready  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Mitchell — Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates  to  the  Convention: 
May  I  preface  the  more  formal  part  of  the  statement  I  shall  make  this 
afternoon  by  expressing  the  very  great  pleasure  it  gives  me  t^  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  attending  your  convention?  I  regret  that  circumstances' 
beyond  my  control  prevented  my  attending  the  convention  one  year  ago. 
Perhaps  my  presence  then  might  not  have  made  any  difference  whatever  m 
your  conclusions,  but  at  least  it  would  have  enabled  me  to  present  for  your 
consideration  my  knowledge  of  the  matters  then  before  you,  and  my  view? 
in  relation  to  them. 

Now,  what  I  am  going  to  say  this  afternoon,  I  wish  you  to  understand, 
is  not  said  for  the  purpose  or  even  with  the  hope,  that  you  might  reconsider 
the  conclusions  reached  by  you  in  reference  to  the  National  Civic  Tedera- 
tion  one  year  ago.  I  understand  that  men  have  formed  their  opinions  in 
regard  to  the  Civic  Federation,  and  I  understand,  too,  how  difficult  it  i^ 
for  men  to  reconsider  an  action  once  they  liave  taken  it. 

Now.  gentlemen,  this  resolution  and  your  action  upon  it  calls  upon  io^^ 
of  the  delegates  to  the  last  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  La^^ 
to  come  here  and  explain  to  you  why  they  failed  to  carry  out  your  instruo 
tions  in  the  matter  of  the  National  Civic  Federation. 

First,  I  deny  having  failed  to  carry  out  your  instructions,  and  I  think 
that  before  I  am  through  you  will  agree  that  the  speech  made  by  me  at 
Atlanta  was  not  in  opposition  to  your  instructions,  but  in  defense  of  my 
integrity  as  a  union  man.     Now,  a  man  's  unionism  is  determined  and  tested 
in  many  ways.     Men  are  subjected  to  various  tests  as  to  their  fidelity  ami 
their  integrity  in  the  trade  union  movement.     Is  there  one  man  in  this  audi- 
ence who  has  been  subjected  to  more  severe  tests  than  myself  f     And  have 
I  not  made  good  in  every  test  to  which  I  have  been  subjected  I 

I  was  Jictive  in  the  organization  when  there  were  not  many  more  mem- 
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•ers  in  my  state  than  there  are  delegates  now  in  this  hall.  I  do  not  want 
o  preach  about  what  one  man  did,  and  what  another  did.  There  are  num- 
bers of  men  here  who  remember  the  time  when  our  services  were  given  with- 
lut  compensation  and  at  the  cost  of  great  hardship.  But,  to  say  nothing  of 
he  years  of  service,  what  was  the  last  test!  The  last  test  "was  that  I 
ihould  surrender  a  position  payinjr  a  large  salary,  that  I  should  give  up 
vhat  I  regarded  as  honorable  employment,  in  order  simply  to  retain  the 
•ight  to  pay  dues  to  my  union.  Did  I  waver?  Was  there  a  moment  of  hesi- 
:ancy  in  making  the  sacrifice  and  complying  with  your  willf  (A  voice 
*Xo. ")  I  am  not  assuming  that  other  men  would  not  have  as  readily 
nade  the  same  sacrifice,  but  I  say  that  it  was  one  test  of  my  loyalty  to  you. 
Remember,  and  do  not  let  anyone  misunderstand  me,  I  believe  you  were 
tvrong  one  year  ago.  I  believe  you  made  a  mistake;  but  you  had  a  right 
:o  make  a  mistake,  and  I  may  be  in  error  in  assuming  that  yon  made  a  mia- 
ake.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  men's  judgment,  aud  I  have  a  judgment 
if  my  own,  have  opinions  of  my  own,  and  have  the  courage  to  assert  these 
»pinions. 

Those  resolutions  w^ere  introduced  in  the.  Atlanta  convention  in  pur- 
«aance  of  your  inHtructions.  Those  resolutions,  if  they  stated  an  exact  truth, 
■it  least  by  implication  reflected  upon  my  integrity  as  a  union  man.  If  the 
National  Civic  Federation,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  was  formed  and 
promoted  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  or  injuring  the  labor  movement, 
then  my  connection  with  it,  my  employment  by  it,  meant  that  I  had  been 
jnfaithful  to  the  interests  of  labor.  My  friends,  whatever  the  consequence 
may  be.  whatever  the  circumstances  may  be,  I  will  not  stand  quiet  any- 
*vhere  and  permit  my  integrity  as  a  union  man  to  be  assailed.  I  voted 
for  your  resolution  as  you  directed  me  to  do.  What  I  said  in  the  conven- 
Mon  was  not  in  opposition  to  your  resolution,  but,  T  repeat,  it  was  in  defense 
r»f  Iny  trade  unionism;  and  who  is  there  among  this  audience,  who  among 
this  delegation  of  miners,  who  would  sit  quiet  anywhere  and  permit  his 
unionism  to  be  assailed?  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  man  in  all  this  hall 
who,  under  the  same  circumstances,  would  have  done  diflFerently  from  what 
L  did  at  Atlanta. 

What  I  said  about  the  work  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  was  the 
;ruth  as  I  understood  it,  and  T  was  in  a  position  to  have  known  more  of 
he  work  and  the  policies  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  than  any  man 
n  that  convention  could  be.  T  helped  to  organize  it.  I  had  been  a  mem- 
ior  of  its  Executive  Council  all  the  years  I  was  President  of  this  union. 
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It  was  well  known  to  our  members  everywhere  that  T  was  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  during  the  years  I  was 
President  of  this  union.  It  had  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  con- 
vention some  years  before.  I  had  been  criticised  by  a  few  men  for  being 
a  member  of  it,  and  yet  there  seemed  to  be  no  general  feeling  among  our 
members  that  I  was  not  serving  their  best  interests  by  discussing  the  can«e 
of  labor,  by  defending  the  rights  of  the  workmen,  among  all  bodies  of  eiti 
zens.  So,  I  say,  I  assumed  that  my  connection  with  the  National  Civic 
Federation  was  not  regarded  with  disfavor  by  the  members  of  our  union. 

[  am  a  member  of  a  great  many  organizations.  Some  of  them  are  com- 
posed of  employers  and  professional  men  and  workingmen.  Some  of  the 
same  men  who  are  in  the  Civic  Federation  are  members  of  various  associa- 
tions to  which  I  belong;  yet  I  think  no  one  can  criticise  me  for  being  a 
member  of  the  National  Child  Labor  C6mmittee,  of  the  American  Associa- 
tion for  Labor  Legislation,  of  the  National  Conservation  Commission,  of  not 
less  than  twenty  organizations  of  this  character;  and  yet  the  same  men. 
or  many  of  the  same  men,  are  members  of  these  associations  that  are  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Civic  Federation. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  want  you  to  consider  the  circumstances  existing  at 
the  time  I  spoke  in  Atlanta.     It  was  an   extemporaneous  speech;  it  was 
made  under  stress  of  feeling — a   feeling  that   perhaps  I   might  have  sup- 
pressed.    In  what  I  am  now  going  to  say  I  do  not  want  anybody  to  charge 
that  I  am  seeking  sympathy — but  what   were  the   circumstances  existing 
at  the  time  the  resolution  was  adopted  one  year  ago!     Where  was  I.    Was 
T  here!     Was  I  permitted  to  say  one  word  in  defense  of  myself  or  in  de- 
fense of  my  integrity  as  a  union  man!     No,  gentlemen,  I  was  sitting  in 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  listening  to  the  enemies  of  labor  traducing 
and   denouncing  me   because  of  my  fidelity  to  the   cause   of  labor.    That 
afternoon  when  the   resolution    denouncing    the    National    Civic    Federation 
was  adopted  a  newspaper  man  cumo  into  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
room  and  handed  me  a  telegram  just  received  from  Columbus,  and  in  that 
telegram  it  said  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  convention 
assembled,   denounce  John   Mitchell.     It   may   be   true  that  you  were  not 
denouncing  mo — but  as  I  read  the  telegram  conveying  the  information,  Mr. 
Darlington  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association  was  telling  the  United  States 
Supreme   Court   what   a   dangerous   character   I  was.     I  say,   gentlemen,   that 
it  would  have  been  but  an  act  of  fairness  to  have  either  delayed  action  and 
asked  me  to  come,  or  to  have  directed  your  International  Executive  Board 
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to  make  an  investigation  of  the  charges  and  opinions  expressed  in  the  reso- 
lution then  under  consideration.  I  say  that  that  much  I  think  you  should 
have  done.  However,  your  judgment  differed  from  mine,  and  I  have  no 
choice,  as  a  union  man,  but  to  submit  to  your  judgment. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  more  I  can  say.  1 
have  tried  as  best  T  could,  for  nearly  fifteen  years  now  to  carry  into  effect 
ind  into  execution  every  resolution  adopted  by  a  miners'  convention,  to 
*arry  into  effect  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  my  fellow  workers  in  the  mines, 
rt  is  true  that  I  am  somewhat  far  removed  from  the  scenes  of  activity  now, 
but  I  can  say  with  truth,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  no  act, 
^vord  or  thought  of  mine  has  ever  been  in  opposition  to  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  men  of  labor. 

Now,  I  made  one  specific  statement  at  Atlanta:  That  was  in  relation 
bo  illegal  voting  in  the  Columbus  convention.  I  do  not  want,  and  I  shall 
be  the  last  man  to  say  one  word  that  will  create  friction  or  impair  your 
Dpportunity  of  negotiating  a  settlement  this  year  that  would  be  satisfactory 
to  you,  but  I  say  to  you  now  that  1  have  the  evidence  upon  which  that 
statement  was  predicated.  The  evidence  is  in  the  form  of  affidavits  by 
local  unions,  of  confessions  by  men  who  are  in  the  convention,  of  general 
statements  made  by  other  men,  and  I  ask  you  to  direct  your  International 
E'xecutive  Board  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  facts  and  report  their 
findings  to  you.  If  it  is  found  on  such  investigation  that  my  statement  at 
Atlanta  in  that  respect  was  not  justified  by  the  facts  and  the  truth,  then, 
I  say  to  you,  when  you  meet  again  take  such  measures  as  you  may  deem 
wise  to  discipline  and  punish  me. 

Now,  gentlemen,  at  this  time  I  believe  I  have  said  all  I  care  to  say  on 
the  subject.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  a  general  defense  of  the  National 
Civic  Federation.  Not  that  I  am  afraid  to  meet  anyone  anywhere  and  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  whether  it  has  been  or  has  not  been  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  labor.  I  can  cite  authority  of  men  whose  best  years  have  been 
spent  in  the  labor  movement,  who  state  specifically  that  the  Civic  Federa- 
tion has  been  of  benefit  to  their  members.  I  can  tell  you  case  after  case 
of  my  own  participation  in  disputes  between  employers  and  workmen,  and 
that  in  every  dispute  the  interests  of  labor  were  conserved  and  decisions 
rendered  in  its  favor.  I  do  not  say  some;  I  say  in  every  instance  where  I 
participated  the  decision  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  organization  of  labor. 
Let  me  just  make  this  observation:  You  have  heard  the  story  of  the 
Quaker  whose  neighbor  had   an   annoying  dog,   and  the   Quaker   one   day 
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88 id:  **I  will  not  strike  thee;  1  will  not  curse  thee;  but  I  will  give  thee 
a  bad  name/*'  and  thereupon  he  started  to  halloo  ''Mad  dog,  mad  dog!" 
and  the  cry  was  taken  up  and  everybody  hallooed  **Mad  dog,  mad  dog," 
and  everybody  hurled  bricks  at  the  supposed  mad  dog.  I  cannot  help  be- 
lieving that  the  feefing  that  has  boon  created  in  relation  to  the  Civic  Fed- 
oration  may  have  simply  been  an  extension  of  the  story,  "I  will  give  thee 
a  bad  name,  and  then  so  many  jieople  will  believe  it  that  what  is  only  a 
suspicion  created  through  prejudice  will  materialize  into  a  certainty.'* 

Now.  I  do  not  care  what  you  do  about  the  National  Civic  Federation. 
J  do  not  care  what  you  do  about  me.  I  will  conclude  these  remarks  by  say- 
ing to  you  that  my  purpose  at  Atlanta  was  not  to  disregard  your  wishes, 
but  to  defend  my  good  jname,  and  my  integrity  as  a  union  man. 

Congressman  W.  B.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania — Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates 
of  the  Convention:  I  did  not  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you 
during  this  convention  until  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  asking  that 
I  be  present  here,  because  of  some  resolutions  which  had  been  presented  for 
consideration  to  the  convention.  I  had  not  expected  to  be  present  because  of 
the  rush  of  work  which  has  been  placed  upon  me  at  Washington.  As  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Labor,  T  have  had  much  to  do.  We  have  had  to  prepare  and 
present  a  report  upon  the  eight  hour  bill,  handle  the  passage  of  the  measure 
through  the  House;  prepare  a  report  on  the  Convict  Labor  Bill  and  on  the 
(•hildren  's  Bureau  Bill ;  coiuiuct  hearings  upon  this  so-called  Taylor  S3rstem  of 
Hhop  management,  and  also  attend  the  hearings  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  in 
the  consideration  of  that  most  important  measure  pending  before  Congress,  the 
Anti-Injunction  Bill.  My  time  was  very  thoroughly  taken  up  and  I  did  not 
anticipate  the  pleasure  of  being  at  this  convention  until  I  received  that  telegram. 
I  am,  however,  very  much  pleased  that  I  had  some  excuse  for  being  present  here. 
renewing  some  of  my  old  acquaintances  and  making  new  ones. 

My  position  relative  to  the  resolution  introduced  -into  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  Convention  is  somewhat  different  from  that  of  Mr.  Mitchell.  I 
am  not  and  J  have  not  been  a  member  of  the  Civic  Federation,  and  my  position 
upon  the  question  had  no  relation  whatever  to  its  effect  upon  myself  personally. 
I  did  not  know  until  I  reached  Atlanta — because  I  had  not  had  time  to  exam- 
ine the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  your  last  convention — ^that  the  delegates  to 
that  convention  were  instructed  along  the  lines  indicated  by  the  resolution.  I 
learned  upon  arrival  at  Atlanta  that  we  had  instructions  in  that  direction.     And 

notwithstanding  my   personal  views  upon  the  subject — which   were  strong I 

stated  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  that  I 
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ip?oald  vote  iu  accordance  with  my  instmctioDS,  although  those  instructions  did 
not  represent  my  own  personal  and  individual  views  upon  the  subject  before  the 
convention. 

I  then  proceeded  to  state  to  the  convention  why  it  did  not  represent  my  -pet- 1 
sonal  views,  and  the  reasons  assigned  then,  and  which  I  have  now,  may  be  sum- 
med up  in  two  propositions.  First,  that  while  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  or  any  other  organization  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  has  the  inherent  and  legal  right  to  say  what  tiie  qualifications  of  its 
members  shall  be,  and  to  enforce  those  qualifications,  when  you  introduce  upon 
the  floor  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor's  convention  a  resolution  saying 
what  the  qualifications  of  the  members  of  the  component  organizations  shall  be, 
you  are  placing  power  in  the  hands  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  that 
does  not  belong  there  and  cannot  properly  be  exercised  by  it.  The  American 
Federation  of  Labor  has  no  right  to  say  to  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica, has  no  right  to  say  to  the  Carpenters  and  Joiners,  has  no  right  to  say  to  the 
Granite  (Otters,  what  the  qualifications  shall  be  for  membership  in  those  organ- 
izations. That  is  a  right  that  properly  belongs  to  those  organizations  themselves 
and  should  be  retained  by  them,  and  exercised  by  them. 

And  so  when  a  resolution  came  into  the  American  Federation  convention 
broader  than  your  own  resolution,  specifying  that  no  officer  or  member  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  should  belong  to  the  Civic  Federation,  I  stated 
as  my  personal  opinion — notwithstanding  the  fact  that  I  would  vote  for  the 
resolution — ^that  it  was  a  ])ower  that  could  not  properly  be  exercised  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  other  position  I  took,  as  expressing  my  personal  opinion  upon  the  mat- 
ter, was  this:  That  it  was  an  unwise  thing  for  the  American  Federation  to  do, 
or  for  any  organization  to  do,  to  assume  to  say  to  its  officers  and  members  that 
they  shall  not  go  into  the  enemy's  camp  and  proclaim  the  gospel  of  trades  un- 
ionism. Of  what  value  can  it  be  to  us,  as  trades  unionists,  to  argue  the  ques- 
tion of  collective  bargaining  with  a  man  who  is  already  convinced  that  col- 
lective bargaining  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue f  It  is  of  no  value,  because 
we  gain  nothing.  He  is  already  convinced,  so  we  are  simply  wasting  our  time; 
and  if  we  are  to  gain  anything  whatever  by  argument,  the  thing  for  us  to  do 
10  to  go  to  those  who  are  opposed  to  collective  bargaining  and  present  our  argu- 
ments to  theuL  I  contended  also  that  the  Civic  Federation  gave  that  kind  of 
opportunity. 

It  was  thirty-eight  years  ago  on  the  22d  day  of  last  November  since  I  first 
became  a  member  of  the  Miners  and  Laborers '  Benevolent  Association.    I  have 
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been  a  memter  of  the  various  organizations  that  have  succeeded  that  organin- 
tion,  down  to  the  present  time.  I  can  recall  the  struggles  we  had  in  the  early 
dajs  of  the  organization,  I  can  recall  a  number  of  the  strikes  that  we  were  en- 
gaged in  over  disputes  that  arose,  and  a  number  of  those  strikes  came  into  being, 
with  aJl  of  the  suffering  and  hardships  in  connection  with  them,  beeaose  we  had 
gone  to  those  that  we  considered  the  oppressors  of  labor  and  had  asked  them, 
had  pleaded  with  them  for  an  interview,  for  an  opportunity  of  lajing  our  view- 
{■Tfint  before  them,  and  thej  had  refused  to  permit  us  to  lay  our  viewpoint  before 
them.  And  now  after  we  have  grown  strong,  after  our  organization  has  in- 
ereased  in  power,  we  say  to  our  officers  and  our  members,  "You  must  not- go  to 
thow  fellows  who  are  oppressors  of  labor  and  plead  with  them  or  argue  with 
them  in  favor  of  meeting  their  employes  and  making  collective  bargaining.*' 
I  do  not  believe  that  to  be  a  wise  course,  and  expressed  it  upon  the  floor  of  the 
convention,  as  my  personal  judgment  of  the  matter,  at  the  same  time  asserting 
that  I  would  vote  in  accordance  with  my  instructions. 

Now,  that  is  my  position  upon  this  entire  situation.  I  have  laid  it  before 
you  as  it  actually  occurred  and  as  it  actually  is;  and  as  I  have  done  from  the 
time  that  I  mentioned,  thirty-eight  years  ago.  until  the  present  time,  I  shall  abide 
by  the  will  of  the  majority  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  at  the  same  time  re- 
serving that  right  which  belongs  to  every  mine  worker  and  to  every  free  man, 
to  express  my  own  riewpoint,  even  when  1  am  concurring  in  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, that  is  in  an  opposite  direction.  Has  it  become  a  crime  for  a  United 
Mine  Worker  to  express  his  views,  if  at  the  same  time  he  is  expressing  his  views 
he  goes  along  with  the  majority  and  carries  out  their  will?  I  never  knew  it  was 
a  crime  on  the  part  of  a  mine  worker  or  any  other  citizen  to  expreas  his  own 
riewpoint,  as  long  as  he  was  willing  to  abide  by  the  will  of  the  majority. 

Those  are  the  reasons  for  my  action.  They  are  before  you,  and,  as  I  said 
before,  I  will  abide  by  your  will,  no  matter  what  that  will  may  be. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  12— Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Dele- 
gates :  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  official  printed  verbatim  record  of  the  statements 
made  in  the  Atlanta  convention  during  the  discussion  of  the  resolntion  affect- 
ing the  Ciric  Federation:  and  if  everj-  delegate  here  were  to  eii^refuUy  read 
every  word  that  I  uttered  there,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  majority  would  agree  with 
Die,  that  if  the  minority  said  that  I  had  made  a  speech  favoring  the  Civic  Feder- 
ation, there  must  be  something  wrong  vnth  their  minds.  There  were  two  criti- 
cisms made  of  the  Civir  Federation  as  an  organization  <luring  the  entire  di«- 
cnssion  in  Atlanta.  One  was  what  the  Civic  Federation  had  not  done,  and  the 
other  was  that  I  pointed  out  what,  in  its  present  status,  I  considered  might 
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make  it  a  xneDace  to  the  labor  movement.    In  speaking  of  the  Civic  Federation  * 
as  an  organiaztion,  if  you  will  read  the  records  carefully,  you  will  see  that  I 
made  the  statement,  and  repeated  it  a  number  of  times,  that  I  wa^  in  opposition 
to  the  Civic  Federation,  and  at  no  place  in  that  statement,  will  you  see  a  word 
that  I  said  favorable  to  the  Civic  Federation  as  an  organization. 

The  man  ^ho  makes  the  statement  that  while  there  I  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
Civic  Federation  is  speaking  without  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  or 
deliberately  attempting  to  misrepresent  me. 

I  want  to  take  this  occasion  to  point  out  to  the  delegates — I  think  I  am 
not  mistaken — ^that  the  resolution  that  is  under  consideration  now  comes  from 
the  same  local  union  that  brought  in  the  resolution  placing  a  boycott  on  the 
Buck  stoves  and  ranges,  the  one  which  was  adopted  by  our  convention,  while 
as  near  as  my  recollection  goes.  Brother  Mitchell  was  sitting  in  the  chair  as 
President  of  our  organization.  Because  he  happened  to  be  President  of  our 
orgranization  and  sitting  in  the  chair  presiding  over  our  convention,  although  he 
made  no  statement  whatever  with  regard  to  that  resolution,  he  was  being  tritfd 
by  the  United  States  8upreme  Court  for  his  part  in  co-operating,  at  least  in  a 
mechanical  way,  with  the  rest  of  the  mine  workers  in  this  convention,  in  carrying 
into  eflfect  the  wishes  of  our  local  union  in  Staunton,  the  local  from  which  this 
resolution  comes.  He  had  a  sentence  to  the  penitentiary  pending;  had  appealed 
from  the  lower  courts  and  his  case  was  being  considered  in  the  higher  courts  at 
that  time,  when  the  word  came  to  him  that  he  was  being  denounced  by  our  con- 
vention, and  that  added  weapon  was  put  in  the  hands  of  his  and  our  enemies 
to  use.  on  him  at  that  time  to  strengthen  their  power  in  influencing  the  courts 
to  send  him  to  the  penitentiary. 

I  just  v/ant  to  make  this  statement  to  you :  I  never  asked  for  mercj  from 
iLir  enemy  in  my  life;  I  never  asked  for  favors  from  an  enemy  in  my  life;  I 
have  never  seen  the  day  I  would  take  mercy  or  favor  from  them  if  T  could  pre- 
vent myself  from  being  forced  to  do  it ;  and  I  do  not  want  any  friends  of  mine 
to  give  me  any  unwillingly;  and  in  this  case  I  do  not  want  any  mercy,  charity 
OT  favors.  If,  as  delegates  representing  your  organization,  Mr.  Mil^hell  and 
Mr.  Wilson  have  done  the  thing  that  entitles  them  to  be  punished,  I  want  you  to 
include  me  in  that  punishment,  because  I  had  rather  stand  with  them  as  union 
men  than  be  in  the  position  of  the  men  who  would  attempt  to  punish  them.  I 
will  accept  any  verdict  you  may  want  to  give,  and  no  matter  what  it  may  be,  I 
will  have  no  criticiBm  to  offer  of  our  organization,  as  an  organization,  or  the 
labor  movement,  and  when  it  is  all  over  I  will  he  willing  to  compare  my  union 
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'record  before  any  jurj-  of  union  men  with  that  of  the  people  that  want  to  offer 
the  punisbment. 

I  say  to  you  now,  gentlemen,  like  Brother  Wilson,  it  has  come  to  a  rather 
queer  state  of  affairs,  when  we  have  stood  ever  since  I  have  had  any  conneetion 
with  the  movement — and  I  have  been  in  it  as  long  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  be — as  far  back  as  I  have  any  history  of  the  labor  movement,  in  every  phase 
of  industry,  in  every  country  in  the  world  for  the  right,  and  fought  to  give  the 
right  to  every  man  and  woman  to  express  their  honest  convictions  on  any  ques- 
tion— it  is  coming  to  a  rather  queer  state  of  affairs  in  my  judgment,  if  our  or- 
ganization is  going  to  take  the  position  that  you  cannot  even  speak  your  own 
convictions  upon  a  matter  that  affects  the  welfare  of  our  organisation.  I  say 
to  you  now,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally.  T  have  no  apologies  to  offer.  1 
(lid  what  I  thought  was  right.  1  believe  these  men  did  the  same.  I  am  satisficnl 
that  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization  concedes  and  demands  that  every 
man  who  is  a  meml)er  of  it  shall  have  the  right,  and  would  fight  for  those  outside 
to  have  the  right  that  was  exercised  there. 

Now  this  thing  is  in  your  hands — and  I  say  again  I  am  not  asking  any  fa- 
vors or  any  charity  or  mercy — and  if  T  do  not  get  what  I  consider  justice*  there 
will  be  no  complaint  or  criticism  of  the  organization  because  of  ycmr  action ;  but 
I  will  tell  you  that  I  will  continue  to  do  tlie  best  I  can  to  fight  on  until  we  are 
able  to  get  what  we  consider  justice. 

Vice-President  Hayes — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  1  take  this 
occasion  to  **deny  the  allegation  and  condemn  tlie  alligator. ''  I  want  to  say 
that  I  at  no  time  violated  the  in<*tructions  of  the  Columbus  convention,  and  I  am 
not  vain  enough  to  imagine  that  if  T  made  a  speech  in  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  convention  that  all  the  delegates  there  assembled  would  immediately 
arise  to  their  feet  and  say  **Amen."  I  made  a  few  speeches  in  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  convention  when  some  oth«»r  people  who  are  hallooing  a 
great  deal  now  were  not  in  evidence. 

I,  like  Brother  Walker,  have  no  ai)ologies  to  make  for  any  action  of  mine. 
I  am  on(*of  those  who  believe  in  free  spee<»h  and  especially  in  a  fair  trial  before 
condemnation  is  heaped  upon  any  individual;  but  this  particular  local  union  in 
St'iunton  that  is  inclined  to  be  so  progressive  did  not  take  the  opportunity  to 
inquire  of  me,  or  give  me  any  op])ortunity  to  answer,  as  to  whether  or  not  I 
\  iolated  the  instructions  of  the  last  rolunibus  convention.  T  surmise  that  T  have 
a  few  enemies  in  the  local — at  least  T  hear  T  have — and  that  when  this  matter 
was  up  they  originally  intended  to  condemn  Brothers  Mitchell,  Wilson  and 
Walker.     T  am  also  informed  that  a   sorehead  there  that  wasn't  particularly 
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friendly  to  me  said,  **Why  not  coDdemu  Hayes^  too!"    That,  I  understand,  is 
how  I  have  been  brought  into  the  matter. 

I  want  to  say  that  I  at  no  time  am  ashamed  of  any  position  I  took.  As  I 
said  before,  even  if  I  spoke  twelve  hours  there  would  have  been  no  change  in 
the  vote.  I  want  to  say  further  that,  knowing  the  sentiment  of  our  organiza- 
tion, no  matter  whether  there  were  instructions  or  not«  I  would  have  voted  the 
way  I  did. 

That  is  about  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  to  say  on  this  matter ;  but  I  hope 
that  before  that  local  union  in  Staunton,  IJl.,  condemns  anybody  else,  they  will 
first  find  out  the  facts  in  the  matter  before  they  send  in  a  resolution  of  this  kind. 

Delegate  Schaefer,  District  12 — As  my  name  appears  at  the  Iwttom  of  that 
resolution,  and  being  a  delegate  from  that  local  union,  X  want  to  clear  myself 
of  the  abuse  that  has  been  heaped  on  me  for  having  my  name  on  there.  .In  our 
local  union  we  nave  a  standing  Res*olution  Conmiittee.  This  Resolution  Coni- 
niittee  drew  up  these  resolutions,  and  presented  them  to  the  local  union  for  rati- 
fication. When  tliey  were  ratified  the  delegates  were  requested  to  sign  these 
resolutions,  and  I  did  so  under  instructions  from  the  local  union,  the  same  as' 
these  delegates  here  claim  they  were  instructed  from  this  International  conven- 
tion. I  was  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  local  union  that  sent  me  here  as 
a  delegate.  I  never  read  any  of  the  speeches  made  for  or  against  the  Civic 
1«  ^deration,  nor  any  of  the  reports  froni  tlio  Atlanta  convention — only  from 
vhat  I  heard,^and  therefore,  do  not  want  ro  be  condemned  by  some  of  the  pro- 
\  ions  speakers,  as  President  Walker  or  Vice-President  Hayes  have  directly  done. 

As  to  the  resolution  that  was  brought  in  here  some  three  or  four  years  ago 
f  riira  that  same  local,  I  was  one  of  the  authors  of  that  resolution,  but  not  of  tbi«« 
one,  and  it  was  up  to  this  convention  here  at  that  time  as  to  whether  they  nantrd 
t^  endorse  it  or  not.  It  was  merely  brought  in  as  any  other  resolution,  nnd  in 
faee  of  that  fact,  like  President  Mitchell,  I  could  not  sit  here  and  be  silent  wn.>n 
slurs  and  abuse  were  thrown  at  me,  because  I  was  simply  following  out  the  in- 
structions of  my  local  that  sent  me  here.  If  I  wanted  to  sit  here  and  wj^rm  ii 
chair  and  say  nothing  they  might  as  well  keep  me  at  home.  Therefore,  I  want  to 
make  my  position  clear  on  that  matter.  As  far  as  a  discussion  of  thn  r'i\-ic 
Federation  is  concerned,  I  will  not  discuss  that  subject  at  present. 

Delegate  Wie<»k,  District  12 — As  one  of  the  delegates  from  Local  753,  wb( 
sii^ned  this  resolution,  I  would  like  to  make  a  few  things  clear  liere  that  ha\o 
been  misrepresented.  First,  I  want  to  say  I  am  not  a  speaker,  and  am  not  «yo- 
ing  to  make  a  long  speech,  because  I  cannot.  In  the  first  plact\  the  thing  Imc 
Ji^j-en  misrepresented  by  the  gentleman  that  appoared  on  the  platform.    Our  local 
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uiiioD,  jou  \nll  notice  in  tlie  resolution,  did  not  oondenm  anyone.  We  merdy 
asked  the  people  that  wc  believed  to  l>e  our  servants  to  explain  their  action  wben 
they  were  delegates  at  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention,  and  we 
believe  we  were  entirely  within  our  rights  in  doing  that.  We  had  a  right  to  do 
that.  As  far  as  the  story  that  Vice-President  Hayes  tells  about  one  member 
ha\'ing  a  grouch  and  getting  up  in  the  local  union  and  saying  ' '  Why  not  include 
Hayes?**  I  will  say  th^t  is  not  true  and  cannot  be  authenticated.  The  resolu- 
tion here  presented  was  drawn  up  by  a  resolution  conmuttee  of  five  elected 
from  the  floor  of  our  local  union  about  two  months  ago,  as  a  permanent  resoln- 
tion  committee  for  all  the  conventions  that  will  be  held  this  spring.  They  brought 
in  this  resolution  and  recommended  that  it  be  sent  to  the  National  Committee. 
My  fellow  delegate,  Brother  Schaefer,  ^dgned  these  resolutions  and  forwarded 
them  to  the  International  Secretary,  and  they  are  now  in  your  posseaaion. 

I  want  to  say  this  that  to  bring  abuse  on  any  particular  local  nnion  or  any 
particular  delegate  is  not  going  to  remedy  anything  and  you  are  evading  the 
question  when  you  do  that.  I  defy  any  of  the  delegates  that  spoke — I  will  ac- 
cept Vice-President  Hayes'  explanation,  but  we  believe  that  he  could  have  made 
a  speech  in  line  with  the  instructions  that  he  had — but  the  balance  of  the  dele- 
gates that  were  called  before  this  convention,  I  will  ask  any  of  you  to  read 
their  remarks,  and  none  of  you  will  say  \hnt  they  were  arguing  against  the 
Civic  Federation  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Columbus  convention.  The 
Columbus  convention  said  they  were  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  similar  ac- 
tion taken  in  the  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  We  think  it  is  not  honorable  to 
vote  one  way  and  talk  another.  Be  a  man  or  a  mouse.  You  cannot  stand  on 
both  sides  of  the  fence. 

I  want  to  say  further,  insinuations  have  been  made  that  this  is  a  personal 
matter.  I  will  say  it  is  not,  and  I  will  say  further  that  there  is  no  man  or  set 
of  men  that  ever  did  own  me,  nor  ever  will.  I  was  not  a  Mitchell  man,  and  I 
am  not  going  to  \h}  a  White  man ;  I  am  going  to  hew  to  the  true  line.  And  let  me 
say  something  to  you  reactionary  Illinois  men,  that  call  yourselves  Socialists: 
Wake  up,  will  youf    You  are  not  Socialists;  you  only  think  you  are! 

Delegate  Oermer,  District  12 — Mr.  CThairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  I  hope 
that  it  will  not  be  charged  that  my  action  in  the  Columbus  convention  one  year 
ago  in  connection  with  the  Civic  Federation  was  prompted  by  a  desire  to  have 
ox- President  Mitchell  exiled  from  a  salaried  position.  Those  delegates  who  at- 
tended conventions  long  before  he  was  a  salaried  of&cial  of  the  Civic  Federation 
will  recall  that  T  at  that  time,  and,  in  fact,  at  the  first  convention  I  ever  at- 
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tended,  fought  the  National  Civic  Federation,  have  been  fighting  it  ever  since 
and  I  expect  to  fight  it  as  long  as  I  come  to  conventions. 

Ex-President  Mitchell  says  that  in  his  Atlanta  speech  he  defended  his  in- 
tegrity as  a  trades  unionist;  that  he  said  nothing  against  the  resolution,  only 
enough  to  defend  himself.  What  did  he  say  in  favor  of  the  resolution  f  The 
records  are  here  and  they  speak  for  themselves;  and  furthermore,  Brother 
Mitchell  was  not  there  as  John  Mitchell ;  he  was  there  as  a  representative  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America;  and  was  as  such  representative  obliged  to 
set  aside  personal  feeling  and  to  carry  out  the  mandates  of  his  organization. 
During  the  course  of  his  remarks  at  Atlanta,  he  said :  * '  My  union ;  may  she  ever 
be  right ;  but  right  or  wrong,  always  my  union !  "  If  that  is  true,  then  why  was 
it  not  his  union  when  he  made  the  speech  in  the  Atlanta  convention?  He  says 
he  did  not  say  anything  in  favor  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  or  to  justify 
the  existence  of  the  National  Civic  Federation.  I  say  the  records  speak  for  them- 
selves whether  he  did  or  not.  Of  course,  taking  the  position  of  Louis  of  France 
— *  *  I  am  the  state  and  therefore  I  am  right ' ' — he  may  seek  to  justify  himself ; 
bnt  he  was  not  voicing  the  sentiment  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers. 

He  tells  us  he  believes  we  were  all  wrong.  Probably  we  were,  but  I  am  will- 
ing to  go  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  and  see 
if  it  is  in  harmony  with  our  laws.  The  fact  that  a  few  settlements  have  been 
made  in  the  interest  of  a  fragment  of  the  labor  movement  is  no  reason  why 
the  Civic  Federation  is  right. 

He  tells  us  he  is  a  member  of  a  great  many  organizations;  but  what  other 
organization  is  he  a  member  of,  aside  from  the  Civic  Federation,  of  the  same 
character.  There  is  not  another  organization  of  the  many  he  enumerated  in  the 
Atlanta  convention  that  has  the  same  declared  purpose  and  the  same  declared 
principles  as  the  National  Civic  Federation. 

So  far  as  our  not  granting  him  a  hearing  before  we  took  action,  I  want  to 
say  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  were  not  given  a  hearing  when  he 
joined  it.  Agreeing  that  the  Columbus  convention  was  packed,  does  that  change 
the  character  of  the  Civic  Federation  f  And  would  that  justify  a  violation  of  our 
instructions f  I  do  not  care  if  every  delegate  was  a  packed  delegate  in  that 
eonvention,  the  Civic  Federation  is  what  it  is  in  spite  of  that,  and  he  had  a 
right  to  carry  out  the  instructions  given  by  that  convention. 

They  tell  us  they  are  not  pleading  for  sympathy,  but  yet  that  old  corpse  of 
the  Buck  Stove  and  Bange  Company  is  always  resurrected.  I  have  no  desire 
that  they  should  go  to  jail.    In  fact,  I  should  offer  every  resistance  to  Ex-Presi- 
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dent  Mitchell  or  anj  other  member  of  our  organiaztion  or  any  other  organlwtMWi 
going  to  jail.  1  want  to  say  this — and  I  want  to  say  it  in  the  preaenee  of 
Brother  Mitchell — that  it  is  no  worse  for  him  to  go  to  jail  than  it  is  for  soine 
of  the  delegates  who  sit  here  in  this  convention  and  about  whom  very  little  is 
said.  They  are  not  coming  to  this  convention  and  holding  up  that  shadow  of 
the  jail  to  us.  They  have  been  in  and  have  come  out  again  and  they  are  saying 
very  little  about  it.  Other  men  have  gone  to  jail  before  us,  and  I  expect  some 
will  go  to  jail  after  us;  and  some  have  done  more  than  go  to  jail;  they  have 
yielded  up  their  lives  for  the  labor  movement. 

It  is  true  that  Brother  Mitchell  was  active  in  the  interests  of  labor  bef<fre 
there  was  any  union.  It  is  probably  unfortunate  that  I  did  not  come  into  exist- 
ence prior  to  the  time  I  did ;  I  might  have  had  that  good  fortune,  too,  bnt  I  be- 
came active  in  the  interests  of  organized  labor  as  soon  as  I  was  able,  and  I  pre- 
sume there  were  others.  There  is  no  need  of  trying  to  cram  that  down  our 
throats  all  the  time.    We  have  heard  that  very  often. 

I  say  that  Ex-President  Mitchell  and  Brother  Wilson  violated  their  instruc- 
tions given  them  by  the  Columbus  convention  when  they  spoke  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  which  our  delegates  were  instructed  to  present  there,  and 
that  is  the  question  before  the  house.  The  records  both  of  the  Columbus  conven- 
tion and  the  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  speak  for  them- 
selves^ and  I  am  willing  to  leave  my  case  with  them. 

I  am  glad  that  both  Brothers  Mitchell  and  Wilson  are  here.  I  should  hate 
to  say  anything  I  have  to  say  in  their  absence,  and  I,  too,  wish  that  Brother 
Mitchell  might  have  been  present  in  the  Columbus  convention,  that  I  might  have 
expressed  myself  there  in  his  presence ;  because  if  there  is  one  thing  I  dislike  to 
do,  it  is  to  express  my  opinion  in  the  absence  of  one  whom  my  remarks  are  di- 
rected against.  I  have  tried  to  follow  that  in  the  past,  and  I  will  try  to  make  it 
a  policy  in  the  future. 

In  closing  I  \n\\  again  say  they  violated  their  instructions  given  them  by 
the  convention,  and  I  am  willing  to  leave  my  case  to  the  records  of  the  con- 
vention. 

Delegate  Hefferly.  District  12 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Del^atee:  I  be- 
lieve it  is  very  weU  that  this  resolution  has  been  introduced  for  the  purpoee  of 
finding  out  whether  these  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labof  have 
violated  their  instructions  or  not.  From  the  records  here  that  I  have  of  ^Medies 
that  were  made  by  Brothers  Mitchell.  Wilson  and  Walker,  I  take  it  that  th^ 
have  violated  their  instructions.  Xow  the  question  at  issoe  is  not  the  individuals 
That  [  have  just  mentioned:  the  question  at  issue  is — ^and  it  involyes  the  faads- 
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mental  principles  of  this  organizatlou — the  principle  of  democracy.  This  organ- 
ization is  supposed  to  be  run  altogether  for  the  rank  and  file,  and  those  to  whom 
they  give  instructions  are  their  servants.  Now  if  we  permit  our  servants — whom 
we  send  on  any  particular  mission  to  violate  those  instructions  and  let  them  be- 
come bigger  than  the  whole  organization,  let  them  violate  a  resolution  adopted 
by  practically  a  unanimous  vote,  then  the  organization  is  not  democratic  any 
more,  but  it  is  an  organization  of  autocracy,  dictated  to  by  czars. 

What  right  have  we  under  such  circumstances — if  this  conduct  of  these  three 
delegates  mentioned  is  not  censured — to  expect  in  the  future  any  delegates  we 
may  send  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  or  for  that  matter,  what  right 
have  we  got  to  expect  our  International  officials  to  carry  out  any  instructions 
if  we  let  this  thing  go  unchallenged?  We  gave  instructions  a  few  days  ago  to 
our  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  go  into  the  next  annual 
convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  work  and  vote  for  the  cause 
of  industrial  unionism.  If  these  delegates — and  I  take  it  according  to  their 
speeches  they  did — violated  their  instnictions,  they  will  take  it  as  evidence  that 
they  do  not  have  to  obey  the  instructions  just  given  to  them  the  other  day  in 
regard  to  Industrial  unionism.  I  believe  in  democracy.  I  want  the  rank  and  file 
to  rule  supreme,  and -when  some  of  our  men  become  bigger  than  the  organization 
1  tliink  it  is  time  for  us  to  turn  them  down  and  out  where  they  belong. 

Delegate  Malerich,  District  12 — In  connection  with  the  proposition  that  is 
before  us,  I  want  to  make  some  statements  that  I  believe  the  majority  of  you 
will  not  like  to  hear;  but  then  I  have  long  ago  found  out  that  I  cannot  please 
everybody,  and  I  am  not  going  to  try  it  now.  Where  a  man  cannot  please  every- 
body the  next  best  thing  for  him  to  do  is  to  confine  himself  to  facts  and  be  on 
the  square. 

This  Columbus  convention  there  has  been  so  much  said  about!  I  want  to 
say  to  you  I  have  had  the  honor  of  attending  at  least  half  a  dozen  different 
conventions  in  my  time,  but  that  was  the  rottenest  I  ever  attended.  There  was  a 
<'on8tant  effort  there  upon  the  part  of  one  faction  to  try  to  put  something  over 
on  another  faction,  and  this  Civic  Federation  resolution  was  put  over  by  the 
concerted  action  of  the  Lewis  faction  and  the  Socialists.  The  only  reason  I  can 
advance  for  the  Lewis  faction  taking  such  action  was  because  they  were  sore 
at  Mitchell  because  he  stuck  with  the  Illinois  miners  against  that  famous 
*' Lewis  compromise."  Why  the  Socialists  took  that  action  is  easily  explained, 
l:>ecau9e  they  are  against  everybody  who  refuses  to  swallow  the  red  flag.  The 
argument  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Columbus  convention  against  the  Civic  Feder- 
ation was  that  Mitchell  was  there  as  a  tool  to  cliloroform  labor!    I  defy  Mitchell 
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or  aiivooe  else  to  put  nie  to  sleep  when  I  don 't  want  to  go  to  bed;  and  I  dont 
think  Mitchell  id  a  man  that  will  do  anything  to  put  any  man  to  sleep  or  to  do 
anything  against  labor. 

Another  argument  advanced  there  was  that  Mitchell  associated  with  tlM 
enemies  of  labor,  when  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  we  are  every  day  associated,  not 
only  with  enemies  of  labor,  not  only  with  enemies  of  our  trades  union  movemeDt, 
but  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.    In  order  to  bear 
me  out  in  this  statement  I  want  to  call  attention  to  two  or  three  inddents  th»* 
happened  to  me  right  after  that  Columbus  convention.    I  did  not  take  veiy  P*'* 
ticular  notice  of  them  at  that  time,  but  a  few  resolutions  that  came  up  here  ^ 
freshed  my  memory,  especially  the  one  called  the  "Heflferly  Resolution,"  ^^ 
had  for  its  purpose  an  action  that  would  destroy  the  trades  union  movex'^^ 
and  he  did  not  have  the  nerve  to  jump  on  anyone  else  but  the  American  P^^*^ 
tion  of  Labor.    I  sometimes  think  that  is  the  entering  wedge  of  those  p^^^ 
because  they  are  destructionists  and  want  to  tear  down  in  the  hope  that^ 
the  ruins  something  better  might  arise. 

As  I  stated,  a  few  incidents  happened  to  me  after  leaving  the  conve^^^ 
r;oing  home  on  the  train  I  met  a  delegate  that  stopped  at  the  same  h<^^ 
.stopped  at,  although  I  don't  know  his  name,  and  if  I  had  thought  about::^ 
would  have  found  out,  because  in  making  statements  of  tliis  character,  one  tM^^ 
be  in  possession  of  every  detail.    I  said  to  this  fellow:     ** Buddy,  I  don't  w^^^^ 
what  to  tell  my  people  when  I  go  home,  when  we  practically  did  nothing. '^       ^^ 
said,  "That  was  the  best  convention  the  United  Myie  Workers  ever  held.^''    ^ 
says,  **What  was  done  there  that  you  see  so  much  good  in?"    He  said,  **We 
have  thrown  Mitchell  out  of  the  organization. ' '    I  said,  * ' I  don 't  know;  he  isn't 
out  yet. ' '    He  said,  *  *  But  he  will  go  out  rather  than  give  up  that  good  job  ol 
his,''  and  he  said  further,  *'When  we  get  control  of  the  United  Mine  Workers* 
we  are  going  to  throw  everybody  out  of  it  that  belongs  to  any  institution  thtt 
opposes  Socialism.'- 

A  Delegate — A  point  of  order.  We  do  not  care  what  any  individual  said 
on  the  train. 

President  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  brother  is  tijring  to 
show  the  motive  of  the  action  at  Columbus,  but  suggests  that  he  confine  Jiimw^lf 
to  a  discussion  of  the  explanation  of  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 

Delegate  Malerich — 1  said:  **If  you  uso  those  tactics  you  are  going  to 
destroy  our  organization.**     He  said,  ''We  don't  care.     The  organisation  has 
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outlived  its  usefulness;  it  is  a  thing  of  the  past;  it  isn't  doing  much  good  any 
more. ' ' 

I  said:  ''You  are  saying  things  that  are  not  facts,  because  we  got  an  in- 
crease of  wages  last  year. '  *  He  said,  ' '  Well,  we  want  the  full  product  of  our 
toil,  and  the  only  way  we  can  get  it  is  by  Socialism. ' ' 

You  can  raise  a  point  of  order  all  you  want  to,  but  I  am  telling  you  the 
kind  of  people  that  put  this  Civic  Federation  proposition  over,  and  I  think  I 
have  as  much  right  to  explain  as  any  of  you  fellows  have.  Nobody  is  trying  to 
muzzle  you.  After  I  get  through,  take  the  floor  and  talk  as  long  as  you  want  to. 
I  will  not  try  to  muzzle  you. 

When  I  reached  my  home  town  I  went  into  a  place  to  get  a  drink.  There 
were  a  lot  of  Socialists  in  there  congratulating  themselves  over  what  they  had 
done  at  Columbus.  I  told  them  I  had  no  hand  in  it;  I  wasn't  of  that  crowd. 
While  we  were  talking  a  United  Mine  Worker  came  in. 

A  Delegate — ^A  point  of  order.  The  question  is  the  action  of  the  delegates 
to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

President  White — The  point  is  well  taken.  Let  the  chair  state  that  the  mo- 
tion before  the  house  is  to  receive  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  also  the  resolution  that  was  read  calling  for  an  explan- 
ation of  the  delegates  in  question.  The  explanation  has  been  made,  and  the  re- 
marks should  be  confined  to  whether  that  explanation  is  satisfactory  or  not. 
President  Mitchell  made  it  clear  that  he  made  certain  statements  at  Atlanta 
with  reference  to  the  Columbus  convention,  and  he  suggested  in  his  remairks,  if 
you  thought  well  of  it  he  had  the  proof  to  offer  for  the  same. 

Delegate  Malerich — These  delegates  made  their  reports  that  they  were  jus- 
tified in  taking  that  action  at  the  Atlanta  convention — 

(Several  delegates  interrupted  and  asked  recognition.) 

President  White — ^No  delegate  in  this  convention  is  going  to  be  recognized 
in  that  manner.  It  has  been  our  endeavor  to  see  that  free  speech  was  exalted 
and  dignified  in  our  meeting.  Just  as  long  as  we  are  able  we  are  going  to  try 
to  enforce  decorum,  and  we  ask  the  assistance  of  the  delegates  to  give  it  to  us 
We  will  ^t  along  much  better,  and  more  satisfactory  results  will  be  accomplished 
by  the  delegates  maintaining  that  disposition. 

Delegate  Malerich — It  is  sometimes  said  that '  *  Consistency  is  a  jewel, ' '  but 
those  people  that  put  that  Civic  Federation  resolution  over  at  Columbus  shed  a 
lustre  like  a  pile  of  brickbats !  They  introduced  a  resolution  sympathizing  with 
Fred  D.  Warren  because  he  had  a  jail  sentence  hanging  over  his  head,  but  refused 
to  say  anything  in  favor  of  Mitchell,  who  also  had  a  jail  sentence  hanging  over 
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his  head.  I>e<l  D.  "Warren 's  sentence  was  brought  about  by  his  own  efforts,  but 
tlie  sentence  Mitchell  had  hanging  over  his  head  was  brought  about  by  an  act 
of  the  International  convention,  of  which  this  man  Oermer  was  a  part.  He 
helped  to  do  it,  but  he  not  only  did  not  sympathize  with  Mitchell  on  account  of 
the  sentence  hanging  over  him,  but  he  knifed  him  in  the  back.  That  is  what 
he  did.  That  is  the  crowd  who  will  halloo  the  loudest  against  court  injunctions 
and  ask  for  free  speech,  a  square  deal,  and  that  sort  of  thing,  and  then  take 
every  opportunity  of  handing  it  to  somebody  and  giving  somebody  the  worst  of 
it.  If  that  is  the  crowd  that  is  going  to  govern  the  country  when  the  Socialist** 
get  in  power,  I  don 't  want  to  be  here  when  that  time  comes. 

President  White — The  chair  wants  to  state  that  when  a  delegate  is  recog- 
nized and  given  the  floor,  the  chair  does  not  know  what  he  is  going  to  talk 
about,  but  there  is  one  thing,  if  this  convention  wants  to  respect  itself,  we  must 
have  order.  We  are  not  going  to  conduct  this  convention  in  the  hasty  and  ill- 
advised  manner  that  has  characterized  some  of  our  deliberations  in  the  past  if 
we  can  help  it.  We  will  all  have  a  better  understanding  of  these  questions  if  we 
approach  them  in  a  more  parliamentary  manner,  and  not  by  everybody  calling 
' '  sit  down ' '  and  *  *  louder. ' '  Such  action  is  out  of  harmony  with  any  delibera- 
tive body. 

Delegate  Childers,  District  12 — The  remarks  by  the  delegate  are  unbecom- 
ing any  member  of  the  organization.  We  are  considering  the  report  of  our 
delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  question  that  is  now  be- 
fore this  convention  is  on  accepting  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  convention — whether  we  shall  accept  or  reject  that  report. 

I  feel  that  the  delegates  to  that  American  Federation  convention  have 
come  here  and  given  reasons  why  they  took  the  action  at  that  convention.  Those 
reasons  may  not  agree  with  the  views  of  all  of  us.  Even  if  I  am  a  Socialist,  1 
consider  aU  questions;  I  weigh  both  sides  of  a  question  and  I  act  accordingly, 
and  every  man  in  this  convention  should  do  exactly  the  same  thing.  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, here  is  the  only  thing  I  see  that  John  Mitchell,  our  President  of  the 
past,  should  have  done:  I  believe  in  carrying  out  the  policies  of  the  Columbus 
convention  that  he  should  have  waited  until  after  the  vote  was  cast  before  he 
made  his  deliberate  delivery  before  that  body,  and  then  he  should  have  protected 
himself  as  an  individual.  He  had  a  perfect  right  under  free  speech  in  this 
country  to  protect  his  own  personality,  but  I  claim  he  did  not  have  a  right  to 
make  a  speech  before  the  vote  was  tJiken.  If  1  understand  it  right,  his  speech 
wns  made  befori*  the  vote  was  taken  at  the  American  Federation. 

They  stated  that  the  action  of  the  Columbus  convention  was  taken  in  their 
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abBeueo.  I  was  not  at  the  Columbus  convention,  but  J  read  the  proceedingM  of 
tbat  convention.  Although  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Lewis  faction,  I  was  a 
Socialist,  but  I  protect  this  organization  first,  and,  secondly  a  political  organi- 
zation. We  all  know  as  United  Mine  Workers  tbat  it  was  a  case  of  necessity 
-with  us  that  we  became  United  Mine  Workers.  Under  the  present  industrial 
conditions  -of  this  country  it  was  necessary  that  the  organization  be  formed 
for  the  protection  of  the  men,  and  the  United  Mine  Workers,  after  other  organ- 
izations had  sprung  up  and  gone  down,  became  the  organization  of  the  miners, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  grandest  organizations  of  the  jircfient  day,  and  we  should 
respect  it,  and  we  should  not  use  personalities,  or  create  factious  of  the  rank 
and  file. 

Now  the  little  local  I  belong  to  of  200  members  is  divided  on  this  question, 
and  when  it  comes  to  a  vote  on  this,  T  can  hardly  vote,  because  one  is  inclined 
one  way  and  one  another.  How  can  I  cast  an  intelligent  votef  T  will  have  to 
«it  still.  Now,  here  is  the  point  that  I  rise  to  the  floor  for,  to  try  to  keep  har- 
mony between  the  members  of  our  organization  that  have  stayed  and  gone 
through  the  battles  of  the  past  and  proved  loyal  to  the  present  day.  We  should 
ptand  by  them  until  they  are  proven  guilty  of  something  we  have  charged  them 
with.  I  claim  Ex-President  Mitchell  has  never  been  proved  guilty  of  doing 
anything  detrimental  to  this  organization.  When  he  is  proven  guilty,  I  say  then 
be  should  be  punished  accordingly.  Every  man  is  innocent  until  he  is  proven 
guilty,  and  I  say  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  consider  this  question  intelli- 
;^ently.  I  think  the  intelligence  of  this  organization  should  speak  for  itself,  and 
that  we  should  stay  with  the  organization  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  until  the 
last  of  the  battle.  When  it  has  fought  out  its  career  in  this  country ;  when  the 
Socialist  government  shows  you  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  is  of  no  im- 
portance to  this  country  and  the  political  field  has  been  developed  to  that  ex- 
tent, then  I  say,  let 's  go  into  the  i>olitical  field  with  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
l)iit  not  until  the  political  field  is  sufficiently  developed  in  this  part  of  the  Anier 
iran  country  can  wo  lay  down  our  labor  organization.  I  am  for  tlie  United 
Mine  Workers  first,  last  and  all  the  time. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  25 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate  is 
nut  speaking  to  the  question. 

President  White — The  delegate  will  discuss  the  question  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Childers — Two  years  ago  I  sjit  in  the  convention  a  few  days  less 
tliau  four  months,  and  I  never  took  up  four  minutes  of  your  time.  Now,  if 
you  don't  want  me  to  speak  1  will  not  take  up  any  more  time. 

The  question  before  the  house,  as  T  understand  it,  is  that  we  accept  the  re- 
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port  of  the  delegates  to  the  Auiericau  Federation  of  Labor  convention,  held  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  If  you  will  give  me  your  attention  for  two  minutes  by  your  wateb 
1  will  Bit  down.  I  believe  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  this  organization  that  wc 
accept  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and 
that  we  strive  to  organize  more  strongly  our  forces  in  the  United  Mine  Workers 
on  the  economic  field  and  our  Socialist  party  in  the  political  field. 

Delegate  Lewis  (D.  R.),  District  11 — I  have  always  worked  for  the  officers 
of  this  organization,  no  matter  who  they  were.  I  have  known  all  of  them  from 
John  McBride  down. 

A  Delegate — Are  you  a  brother  of  T.  L.  Lewis t 

Delegate  Lewis  (D.  R.) — I  am  not  a  brother  of  T.  L.  Lewis,  and  I  don't 
want  to  be.    I  don't  want  you  to  think  that. 

President  White — The  chair  would  like  to  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  dele- 
gates that  they  should  not  become  intemperate  in  their  remarks,  but  confix* 
themselves  to  the  question  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Lewis  (D.  R.) — I  have  always  worked  for  the  officers,  no  mftt^* 
who  they  were.     T  have  known  all  of  them  from  John  McBride  down.    It  ^*** 
always  been  my  motto  to  hold  up  the  hands  of  our  officials,  but  in  this  c8»^ 
seems  that  the  delegates  to  the  Atlanta  convention  digressed  somewhat  frofl>^   '^ 
path  of  their  duty.    They  went  down  there  with  certain  instructions.    They    *** 
time  enough  to  know  before  they  went  there  whether  it  was  going  to  be  ^    "P^ 
sonal  matter  with  thcni  or  not.    If  they  knew  they  were  going  to  have  to  cn**^  ' 
their  personality  when  they  went  there,  they  ought  to  have  resigned  and  let  *'" 
alternates  go  in  their  places. 

This  is  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  organization,  and  we  have  either  ^ 
to  sanction  what  they  did  there  or  condemn  it.    Now  it  is  up  to  this  body  ^ 
sny  whether  or  not  we  are  going  to  discipline  our  officials  when  they  do  *"* 
which  is  probably  wrong  in  the  eyes  of  some.    They  should  not  have  gone  th^ 
if  they  could  not  crucify  their  personality  in  this  matter. 

1  do  not  belong  to  the  Lewis  faction  or  the  White  faction.  I  have  voted 
jigainst  Tom  Lewis  and  1  have  voted  for  him,  and  I  have  voted  for  every  offi* 
rial  since  .John   McBride  V  day. 

Delegate  llelmer.  District  V2 — I  desire  to  say  it  is  not  my  intention  to  take 
up  nuich  time  in  this  convention.     1  haven't  so  far,  and  I  am  going  to  try  to 
make  a  record  for  myself,  btvause  after  the  first  of  April  I  am  going  to  go  cUg- 
ifin^  coal  again.     I  want  to  siiy  in  reg:ird  to  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Colum- 
bus convention  tiiat  it  was  adopted  in  the  absence  of  Ex-President  John  Mitch- 
ell.   I  l>elieve  he  should  have  been  there  when  that  action  was  taken,  and  I  think 
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be  has  given  a  fair  explanation  here  ^of  hin  attitude  in  the  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  Atlanta.  I  think  we  ought  to  be  willing  to 
acknowledge  that. 

I  would  like  to  mention  some  things  I  did  not  approve  of  very  highly,  Mr. 

Chairman^  that  were  said  by  a  speaker  on  this  floor  who  preceded  me.    I  don 't 

think  he  should  have  mentioned  the  Buck  Stove  and  Eange  Company.    I  believe 

Brother  Mitchell  stood  back  of  the  resolution  more  firmly  than  some  of  the 

previous  speakers  would  have  stood  in  the  face  of  an  injunction.    John  Mitchell 

conies  from  a  town  very  close  to  the  town  where  T  live,  and  in  this  work  he  is  a 

8ort  of  father  to  me,  although  that  may  not  count  for  very  much.    At  no  time 

in  the  history  of  this  organization  has  he  done  anything  that  was  not  for  the 

good  of  the  organization,  and  no  fair-minded  man  can  condemn  him  for  the  . 

position  he  took  in  the  Atlanta  convention.     1  think  some  of  those  who  have 

spoken  have  an  honest  and  fair  conviction,  while  others  were  speaking  for  public 

c^^ntiment.    I  have  been  in  a  good  many  local  unions  since  that  resolution  was 

T^assed  asking  John  Mitchell  to  sever  his  connection  with  the  Civic  Federation, 

^^j[id  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  one  local  union  where  the  sentiment  was  heartily  in 

^«voT  of  that  resolution.    When  that  resolution  was  passed  I  w'as  representing 

Something  over  8,000  members  in  the  northern  field  of  Illinois,  and  it  was 

*^  ohn  Mitchell  who  helped  make  that  district  what  it  is,  too.    He  worked  there 

"^^ben  they  had  to  meet  in  the  fields  and  eat  anywhere  they  could — and  not  on 

^^-4.00  a  day  either.    Here  is  what  you  have  done  to  John  Mitchell,  you  who  have 

V>«en  implicated  in  this.     It  wasn't  John  Mitchell's  membership  in  the  Civic 

i'^ederation  you  wanted,  that  was  not  what  you  were  after.     You  didn't  think 

t>e  would  give  up  a  position  of  $6,000  a  year  to  keep  his  membership  in  this 

organization,  and  I  defy  some  of  those  who  have  talked  against  him  to  say  they 

>vould  give  up  a  $6,000  a  year  position  to  stay  with  this  organization.     You 

p^ot  him  out  of  the  Civic  Federation  and  he  lost  $6,000  a  year  to  hold  his  card 

in  the  United  Mine  Workers.     Now  what  are  you  after?     Do  you  want  his 

Hcalpl    If  you  do,  I  don't  know  what  you  would  do  with  it.     It  wouldn't  make 

a  rug,  because  he  is  getting  bald-headed.    If  you  do  get  it,  you  will  find  it  is 

i^ood  leather  and  there  are  no  punctures  or  grubs  in  it. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  I  am  one 
of  those  who  have  an  abiding  faith  in  the  sober  sense  and  the  sound  judgment 
of  this  convention  to  act  upon  this  question  rightfully,  just  as  it  has  upon  all 
other  questions  that  have  come  before  it  for  our  consideration.  It  would  indeed 
lie  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  if  we  were  to  be  guided  in  deciding  questions  of 
this  kind,  that  involve  the  reputation,  the  integrity  and  the  character  of  men 
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who  have  been  promineut  iu  our  organization^  from  the  standpoint  of  preju- 
dice or  passion.  And  I  hope  when  the  vote  is  taken  that  no  matter  who  the 
delegate  is,  or  where  he  comes  from,  nor  how  he  has  viewed  this  question  in 
the  past,  or  how  his  mind  has  been  made  up,  insofar  as  viewing  this  proposition 
now,  that  he  will  lay  aside  all  prejudice  and  all  passion  and  decide  this  ques- 
tion upon  its  merits  alone,  with  the  view  of  ])rotecting  the  integrity  and  the 
honor  of  our  organization  and  tlie  members  who  compose  it. 

My  friends,  another  thing  T  want  to  call  attention  to  is  this:  I  hope  the 
time  will  never  come  in  the  history  of  our  organization  when  we  will  attempt 
to  muzzle  any  man,  or  attempt  to  deny  our  meml)ers,  or  anyone  else,  the  right 
to  exercise  free  speech  and  to  express  his  honest  conviftions  at  any  time  or  any 
place.  These,  my  friends,  are  the  cardinal  and  fundamental  principles  for 
which  our  organization  has  always  stood,  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  pointing  to 
the  fact  that  many  here  today  who  are  condenming  the  representatives  of  our 
organization  in  the  Atlanta  convention,  would  oppose  with  all  the  power  they 
possess  any  attempt  to  muzzle  them  or  deny  them  the  right  of  free  speech 
anywhere  or  any  place. 

My  friends,  what  is  tliere  involved  in  this  proposition  ?  Let  us  analyze  it 
and  see.  At  our  convention  of  one  year  ago.  by  a  very  large  majority,  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  our  representatives  who  were  to  attend  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  do  certain  things.  We  are  now  calling  upon  some  of  those 
representatives  to  explain  why  they  did  not  do  certain  things.  They  have  mt^* 
their  explanations,  and  every  one  of  them  has  asserted,  and  the  record  has 
sho\Mi,  that  the  instructions  of  our  convention  of  one  year  ago  were  carrie<« 
out,  insofar  as  their  vote  was  concerned,  upon  the  proposition  that  was  pending* 
There  is  no  dispute  upon  that  question.  No  man  raised  any  question  as  to  the 
action  of  any  delegate  there,  insofar  as  his  final  vote  upon  the  pending  proi»o- 
sition  was  concerned;  but  some  have  said  that  some  of  these  delegates  were  not 
active  enough  in  carrying  out  their  instructions  at  that  convention  by  argui^^ 
in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

My  friends,  they  hove  made  their  explanation.  Mr.  Mitchell,  one  of  the 
delegates,  has  said  that  at  no  time  in  his  discussion  did  he  attempt  to  defe^" 
the  Civic  Federation,  but  that  the  matters  upon  which  he  spoke  were  niatt^f^ 
afTocting  his  integrity  and  his  character.  As  one  delegate  of  this  convention. 
T  am  willing  to  accept  that  exi)la nation  and  believe  he  spoke  the  truth.  1* 
there  any  evidence  here  that  such  was  not  the  j-ase?  Tf  there  is,  T  have  not  seoi^ 
it.  Some  may  claim  they  were  not  vociferous  or  loud  enough  in  their  argumpntJ" 
or  defense  of  this  resolution.    My  friends,  where  were  there  ever  delegates  who 
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CD  ted  any  organized  body,  but  there  could  be  found  other  men  who  claimed 
hey  did  not  do  as  they  might  have  done  in  following  the  instructions  they 
edf  This  is  a  universal  complaint,  and  has  always  been  so. 
Tow,  my  friends,  another  thing:  If  some  of  us  had  understood  the  cir- 
ances  properly  under  which  the  statements  of  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr. 
ir  were  made  at  the  Atlanta  convention,  we  could  more  readily  appreciate 
tuation  in  which  they  were  placed.  Their  statements  were  made  with  con- 
ible  feeling.     T  ask  you  if  one  of  you  ever  had  this  experience,  that  for 

and  weeks  and  months  and  months  you  were  brooding  over  a  great  wrong 
'ou  felt  had  been  inflicted  upon  you?  Did  you  ever  have  an  experience  of 
dnd,  and  then  after  brooding  and  brooding  over  this  great  wrong  that 
alt  had  been  unjustly  inflicted,  there  came  into  your  life  the  psychological 
nt  in  which  you  were  forced  to  give  vent  to  all  those  pent-up  feelings? 
riends,  if  there  is  one  of  you  who  has  gone  through  such  an  experience 
it  kind,  then  you  can,  to  some  degree,  perhaps,  appreciate  the  circum- 
>s  under  which  these  two  men  delivered  their  addresses  at  Atlanta. 

am  in  a  position  to  know  some  of  the  circumstances,  and  some  of  the 
;s  that  these  men  were  suffering  under,  some  of  the  unjust  accusations  un- 
hich  they  were  then  lying,  and  for  that  reason,  men,  I  can  appreciate,  per- 
more  than  some  of  you,  that  if  I  had  been  in  their  position,  or  you  had 
we  might  have  gone  even  farther  then  they  did  in  giving  emphatic  expres- 

0  their  pent-up  feelings. 

^t  us  see  who  these  men  arc.  Who  is  our  friend  Walker?  I  want  to  make 
tatement  now,  that  if  you  will  separate  John  Mitchell  as  the  central  figure 
s  whole  Civic  Federation,  that  there  is  no  man  who  will  bo  more  bitter 
denunciation  of  that  organization  than  John  Walker  will  be.  My  friends, 
is  a  relation  between  them  that  I  must  refer  to  with  your  x)ermission.  Ever 
boyhood  days  they  have  associated  together.  They  have  suffered  together; 
rode  in  boxcars  together.  They  have  grown  up  together,  and  there  has 
an  attachment  between  them  that  has  been  remarkable,  and  it  is  commend- 
insofar  as  friendly  relations  are  concerned.  Such  a  friendship  as  has 
d  between  these  two  men 'ought  to  be  commended  and  encouraged  among 
asses  of  men.  And  when  his  friend  was  assailed  unjustly,  when  he  feU 
the  man  who  had  been  associated  with  him  since  boyhood  was  the  central 

1  of  an  unjust  attack,  he  would  have  been  false  to  his  friendship  if,  to  some 
0,  he  had  not  attempted  to  protect  him. 

rly  friends,  those  are  some  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  this  case, 
listen  to  my  final  words.    They  have  come  here  and  have  made  an  honest 

f .  Pfo.-U. 
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explanation  and  I  feel  that  the  sober  sense  of  this  delegation  will  say:  "W« 
believe  you  told  the  truth.  *'  That  does  not  mean  that  every  man  here  will 
agree  that  they  Lave  been  as  emphatic  and  as  loud  as  they  might  have  been  had 
they  been  placed  in  their  position  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  o"*"  an- 
nual convention.  But  there  is  a  higher  tribunal  ttian  this  conventioji  that  sits 
here,  and  that  is  the  men  at  home  who  swing  the  pick,  and  who  compose  our 
vast  memberships  They  have  been  reading  the  press;  they  have  been  informed 
as  to  what  p^ohn  Mitchell  did  in  Atlanta  and  what  he  said.  They  know  every- 
thing that  took  place,  and  on  the  14th  of  December  they  had  an  opportunity  to 
voice  their  sentiments.  And  what  has  been  donef  In  an  expression  by  them 
and  a  rendering  of  their  verdict,  they  have  cast  almost  20,000  more  votes  for 
John  Mitchell  than  any  other  candidate  for  delegate  to  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  Do  you  think  their  verdict  was  a  verdict  of  censure  for  his  ac- 
tion there?  If  so,  you  deny  the  intelligence  of  our  members  at  home.  As  one 
man  I  shall  stand  and  fight  against  any  reflection  upon  the  intelligence  of  our 
rank  and  file  and  their  ability  to  express  themselves  on  any  question.  Let  their 
verdict  be  ours.  They  have  said  they  are  not  displeased.  One  hundred  and 
seven  thousand  United  Mine  Workers  have  expressed  their  confidence  in  John 
Mitchell,  practically  twenty  thousand  more  than  the  vote  for  any  other  candi- 
date of  this  organization. 

Now  then,  my  friends,  I  believe  the  vast  majority  here  are  willing  to  accept 
this  explanation  and  say  that  there  is  no  censure  whatever  attached  to  either 
Hayes,  Walker,  Wilson  or  Mitchell  because  of  carrying  but  our  instructions. 

Delegate  Wilson  (G.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (Sec- 
onded and  carried.) 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  dele- 
gates from  the  United  Mine  Workers  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  con- 
vention in  Atlanta.  The  chairman  declared  that  in  his  opinion  the  motion  was 
carried.  A  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  delegates  arose 
when  the  affirmative  vote  was  taken. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.),  District  12 — May  I  ask  what  disposition  has  been 
made  of  the  resolution  pending?     (No.  185). 

President  White — The  recommendation  was  to  nonconcur,  as  the  subject 
matter  would  be  covered  by  the  delegates  who  are  making  their  reports  from  the 
American  federation  of  Labor.  ♦ 

Delegate  McDonald — I  didn^t  want  to  be  misinformed  in  this  matter.     My 
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Inf ormation  was  that  we  deferred  action  on  the  report  until  we  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  delegates. 

President  White  read  the  resolution,  the  Tecommendation  of  the  committee 
and  the  action  of  the  convention,  as  follows : 

RESOLUTION  NO.  185. 

Staunton,  111.,  January  6,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis, 

Ind.: 

Whereas,  There  was  passed  at  the  last  International  convention,  held  in 
Colnmbus,  Ohio,  in  January,  1911,  the  following  motion: 

''That  our  next  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  in- 
structed to  call  attention  to  the  action  of  this  convention  in  regard  to  the  Na- 
tional Civic  Federation  and  that  they  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  similar 
action  taken  in  the  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L, "  and 

Whereas,  At  least  four  of  bur  delegates  to  the  Atlanta  convention  of  the 
A.  P.  of  L.  violated  these  instructions;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  take  up  the  matter 
and  demand  of  these  delegates  reasons  why  they  failed  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  the  last  convention. 

Approved  by  L.  U.  No.  755,  Staunton,  111. 

EDW.  A.  WIECK, 
FEANK  W.  SCHAEFER, 
Committee. 

Your  committee  non-concurs  in  this  resolution,  becouse  it  believes  this  mat- 
ter will  be  properly  before  the  convention  when  the  delegates  to  the  Atlanta 
convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  submit  their  report. 

President  White — The  resolution  is  before  the  house.  The  recommendation 
of  the  conomittee  is  to  non-concur. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  we  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  on  Resolution  No.  185.  The  action  of  the  commit- 
tee was  to  non-concur  in  said  resolution.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.),  District  No.  12 — They  tell  me  I  was  asleep  at 
the  switch  and  somebody  made  the  usual  motion  to  close  debate.  The  resolu- 
tion should  be  thoroughly  understood,  as  it  simply  calls  for  an  explanation,  and 
does  not  censure  or  criticize  anybody.  This  resolution  is  from  one  of  the  best, 
if  not  the  best,  local  unions  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  men  who  have 
si^ed  it  have  long  held  local  positions  there.     I  wanted  to  straighten  this  up. 
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They  had  a  perfect  right  to  ask  for  an  explanation.  One  of  the  putim  if- 
quested  me  when  I  went  to  Atlanta  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  proeeil- 
ings.  I  did  so.  There  is  no  condemnation  or  censure  in  the  reeolutioiL  It  ii 
simply  asking  for  an  explanation. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — So  that  the  record  will  be  complete  ii 
the  matter,  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  part  just  before  the  request  tltt 
we  make  an  explanation,  wherein  it  sets  forth  we  violated  onr  instmetioBL 
While  it  does  not,  ih  that  language,  state  condemnation  of  the  delegates,  it 
states  that  we  violated  our  instructions,  which  means  the  same  thing,  and  would 
give  plenty  of  room  for  any  one  to  condemn  us. 

Delegate  Wieck,  District  No.  12 — I  would  like  to  make  clear  aometliiBg  in 
regard  to  this  resolution  that  has  been  talked  about  on  the  floor.  It  has  been 
stated  that  this  resolution  included  Vice-President  Hayes,  because  some  per- 
sonal enemy  of  his  had  him  included.  I  want  to  say  again,  to  make  it  clear  oa 
the  record,  that  this  is  not  true.  This  resolution  was  drawn  up  by  a  reaolntioa 
committee  of  five,  and  presented  to  the  local  union,  and  passed  by  the  hwl 
union  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  sent  here  by  the  delegates.  ETerythiog  wM 
open  and  above-board,  because  we  do  not  do  anything  in  our  local  mdon  under- 
handed, and  that  can  be  proved  by  anybody  that  wants  to  look  into  that. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  only  criticism  I  have  to  make  of  the  loeal  union 
is  that  they  condemned  me  without  a  trial,  and  without  a  hearing.  That  is  aO. 
I  have  no  desire  to  reflect  upon  the  integrity  of  the  members  composing  that 
local,  but  I  do  say  that  in  my  instance  they  acted  very  hastily  and  Tery  unwiady 
and  verj'  unjustly. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  non-concur  in  Be8<da- 
tion  No.  185  was  carried. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  the  personnel 
of  the  Columbus  convention  referred  to  by  President  Mitchell  in  his  state- 
ment, and  the  charges  made  by  him  at  the  Atlanta  convention  in  reference 
thereto,  bo  referred  to  the  International  Executive  Board  with  instmctiODS 
to  investigate  and  report  their  findings  to  the  rank  and  file.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  that  motion.  I  hope 
that  this  convention  will  adopt  it  unanimously,  because  as  one  delegate  and  a 
former  official  of  this  organization,  I  would  like  to  have  everything  investigated 
and  the  resj)onsibility  placeil  where  it  belongs. 

Delegate  HefTerly,  District  No.  12 — I  am  also  heartily  in  favor  of  this 
motion.  The  charge  is  made  that  this  resolution  at  Columbus  was  put  through 
Ity  operators  and  thei:  hirelings,  and  inasmuch  as  our  local  union  had  a 
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lution  which  they  instracted  me  to  hand  in,  I  desire  that  the  Board  should  make 
a  thorough  investigation,  so  far  as  my  local  union  is  concerned. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — The  reason  I  made  the  motion  was  that  I 
understood  it  was  perfectly  satisfactory  to  both  Delegate  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Mitchell;  in  fact,  Mr.  Mitchell  suggested  it  in  his  statement.  In  addition  to 
that,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  if  this  convention  is  going  to  sit  here  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  this  case  and  investigating  it  that  it  would  take  up  a  lot 
of  time  we  could,  perhaps,  ill  afford,  inasmuch  as  the  International  Executive 
Board  can  go  into  the  matter  fully  and  report  its  findings  to  the  rank  and 
file  and  expedite  the  proceeding,  and  for  that  reason  I  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Board. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — There  is  one  other  reason  why  I  favor 
the  motion  and  that  is  that  I  have  no  desire  to  leave  any  man  in  a  false  light 
before  the  membership  of  our  organization.  I  believe  if  there  is  a  thorough 
investigation  made  that  every  one  will  be  convinced  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt  that  the  statements  which  have  been  made  were  fully  justified,  and 
that  the  parties  guilty  will  be  proven  guilty,  and  such  a  report  will  then 
clear  all  others  who  might  have  honestly  favored  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
and  did  it  from  good  motives. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate    Green  was  carried. 

President  White — We  have  very  little  time  before  adjourning  to  resume 
the  regular  order  of  business.  The  other  day  we  extended  an  invitation  to  Dr. 
J.  A.  Holmes  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  to  address  us.  He  is  now  here,  and  if 
there  is  no  objection,  I  now  take  pleasure  in  introducing  him. 

ADDBESS  OF  DB.  J.  A.  HOLMES,  DIKECTOB  OF  BUBEAU  OF  MINES, 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Convention: 

I  greatly  appreciate  your  invitation  to  appear  before  you,  because 
I  want  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  to  you  that  the  Bureau  of  Mines, 
which  has  been  created  by  Congress  largely  at  the  instigation  of  the  mine  work- 
ers and  the  mine  owners  of  this  country,  was  not  created  for  me,  nor  does  it  be- 
long to  me,  but  it  belongs  to  you  and  the  men  connected  with  the  mining  in- 
dustry of  this  country.  It  is  therefore  your  right  and  my  pleasure  that  I  should 
appear  before  you  and  tell  you  what  the  Bureau  of  Mines  is,  and  what  the  Bu- 
reau of  Mines  is  trying  to  do  in  behalf  of  the  miners  of  this  country.  I  wish  I 
could  talk  louder  for  you,  Mr.  President,  but  for  the  past  four  or  five  weeks  I 
ha^e  had  a  cold  and  throat  trouble  from  the  exertions  in  connection  with  the 
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BricevUle  disaster,  which  make  it  difficult  to  talk  even  as  loud  as  I  am  tiying 
to  talk  DOW.  You  gentlemen  know  what  it  is  to  go  through  a  mine  disaster 
under  conditions  of  that  kind. 

I  am  glad  to  be  before  you,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  I  believe  in 
organizations  of  this  kind  and  I  believe  in  this  organization,  and  I  only  wish 
you  had  every  one  of  the  700,000  coal  miners  in  this  organization  instead  of  the 
300,000  which  have  been  reported  here ;  and,  furthermore,  I  believe  that,  if  you 
will  bar  aU  dissensions  among  your  membership  and  pull  together,  as  I  be- 
lieve you  can  and  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  700,000  members  of  the 
coal  mining  industry  of  this  country  will  be  members  of  this  organization.  I 
may  say  further  that  I  believe  in  organization  among  the  mine  owners  of  tbe 
country.  There  is  always  mutual  respect  between  two  great,  strong  countries. 
because  they  recognize  each  other 's  strength,  but  there  is  not  even  tbe  expressed 
confidence  between  a  big  country  and  a  little  country,  because  the  big  country 
knows  its  strength  as  compared  with  tbe  little  country.  I  believe,  furthermore, 
in  such  an  organization  because  the  mining  industry  in  this  country  has  never 
liad  its  rights  from  the  American  people,  nor  will  it  ever  have  its  rights  with 
dissensions  among  the  miners  and  dissensions  among  the  operators  preventing 
the  co-operation  of  all  men  in  the  United  States  who  believe  in  tbe  welfare  of 
this  great  industry  of  our  country.  The  agriculturalists  have  had  this  recogni- 
tion, because  they  have  stood  together,  and  the  country  has  commended  and 
respected  their  organization,  and  granted  their  needs. 

Now,  I  want  to  bring  before  you  the  great  purpose  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
and  one  that  ought  to  pervade  the  organizations  of  mine  workers  of  this  coun- 
try, and  for  which  both  organizations  ought  to  pull  together,  and  that  is  the  pro- 
motion of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  men  who  work  undergpround  in  this  indus- 
try. There  comes  a  time,  of  course,  when  you,  representing  the  labor,  and  the  mine 
owners,  representing  the  other  side  of  the  industry,  may  have  your  straggles 
one  with  the  other,  but  I  want  to  ask  that  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  safety 
of  the  lives  and  the  health  of  the  men  that  there  be  no  dissensions  either  in  your 
organization  or  that  of  the  operators  of  the  country ;  no  struggling  between  you 
two,  but  pulling  together,  every  man  for  the  health  and  for  the  safety  of  the 
miner.  That  is  the  greatest  thing  for  wMch  the  Bureau  of  Mines  was  created, 
and  it  is  today,  by  all  means,  tbe  important  thing  for  which  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
stands,  and  it  needs  and  cannot  work  without  the  co-operation  of  the  miners  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  mine  owners  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  great  purpose. 

Now,  I  want  to  tell  you  briefly  the  nature  and  purpose  of  this  organization 
and  what  it  is  trying  to  do.     Two  great  purposes  actuate  this  Mine  Bureau. 
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One  is  the  prevention  of  the  loss  of  life  of  men;  the  other  is  the  prevention 
of  the  unnecessary  waste  of  the  vast  resources  which  are  needed  for  the  perma- 
nent welfare  of  this  country;  and  I  believe,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  that 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  as  a  body,  stands  for  these  two  great 
purposes. 

In  the  mines  and  quarries  of.  the  United  States  in  the  past  ten  years  30,000 
able-bodied  men  have  been  killed.  In  addition  we  have  injured  in  the  mines  of 
this  country  60,000  able-bodied  men,  and  that  is  a  record  which  is  thoroughly 
discreditable  to  the  great  American  people.  Now,  it  is  time  to  bring  about  a 
better  record.  From  fifty  years  ago  down  to  1907  there  was  a  steady  increase 
in  this  loss  of  life.  In  1907  the  increase  stopped,  thank  heaven,  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  all  men  engaged  in  this  industry,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  will  never 
reach  the  figure  of  1907  again.  Unfortunately,  in  1910  we  came  within  a  few 
hundred  of  having  reached  that  maximum,  but  during  1911  the  record  is  lower 
in  the  number  of  men  killed,  and  I  sincerely  hope  from  this  time  on  there  will 
be  a  steady  decline  in  the  nuntbcr  of  injuries  and  deaths  in  American  mines  to 
make  that  industry  a  thoroughly  creditable  one  to  the  American  people. 

There  is  no  reason  on  earth  why  we  should  kill  more  men  in  the 
American  mines  than  in  the  mines  of  any  other  country.  The  fact 
that  you  mine  in  the  United  States  nearly  three  times  as  much  coal 
per  man  as  they  do  in  any  other  country  in  the  civilized  world  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  kill  more  men  than  they  do  in  other  countries,  because  we  should 
learn  to  work  with  more  safety.  You  cannot  trust  to  the  individual  miner 
nor  the  individual  operator  the  whole  problem  of  safety.  We  know  h(»\v 
reckless  the  average  American  citizen  is,  jumping  on  trains  and  street  cars  and 
everywhere  else,  but  that  does  not  mean  that  the  American  citizen  working  in 
the  mines  has  any  less  regard  for  the  safety  of  his  fellow  workman  than  the 
miner  in  any  other  country,  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  American  mine  owner  is 
less  humane  than  the  mine  owner  in  any  other  country,  but  there  is  the  sys- 
tem in  this  country  which  jmts  the  men  in  competition,  and  there  is 
the  price  of  competition,  the  fact  that  we  cannot  introduce  into  the  mines  of 
the  United  States  the  safety  methods  and  the  clean  mining  which  we  know 
we  ought  to  practice,  and  I  want  to  appeal  to  you  and  to  the  operators  of  this 
country  to. stand  together,  and  we  ask  you  as  miners  to  work  together,  with 
the  operators  until  we  have  a  system  in  this  country  which  will  make  it  to  the 
interest  of  everybody,  and  make  it  possible  to  protect  life  and  prevent  waste. 

I  have  given  you  some  startling  figures,  with  which  perhaps  you  are  al- 
ready familiar,  in  regard  to  the  loss  of  life,  and  I  want  also  to  call  your  at- 
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tention  to  the  destruction  of  resources  which  are  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
this  nation.  We  have  destroyed  within  the  time  coal  mining  has  been  practieed 
more  than  3,000,000,000  tons  of  bituminous  and  practically  destroyed  more  than 
2,000,000,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  by  leaving  it  underground  where  it  can 
never  be  recovered.  During  the  past  twelve  mouths  more  than  200,000,000  tons 
of  bituminous  and  more  than  80,000,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  have  been  iost 
in  this  way,  and  that  is  a  destruction  of  resources  which,  if  continued,  will 
affect  this  industry  seriously  in  the  future,  and  as  you  know,  will  affect  the 
permanent  welfare  of  this  nation.  Not  only  that,  but  in  a  year  we  turn  into 
the  atmosphere  480,000,000,000  cubic  feet  of  natural  gas,  the  finest  fuel,  from 
the  structure  of  the  earth,  and  we  do  it  apparently  without  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion or  the  slightest  interest  in  the  fact  that  it  means  the  greatest  permanent 
loss  of  resources  of  the  country. 

What  I  want  to  see  the  coal  miners  and  the  coal  operators  of  this  country 
do  is* to  stand  together  against  this  useless  waste  of  the  resources  of  this  coun- 
try. But,  why  do  men  waste  our  coal  resources?*  It  is  because  they  can  take 
out  50  per  cent  of  the  coal  at  a  lower  cost  per  ton  than  100  per  cent,  and  while 
some  men  will  tell  you  that  tne  federal  government  cannot  interfere,  ask  your- 
self if  the  federal  government  has  not  already  interfered  by  enacting  legisla- 
tion which  makes  practical  co-operation  impossible.  It  reminds  me  of  the  old 
story  of  the  man  who  said:  ^'Lord,  if  you  cannot  help  me  fight  the  bear,  don't 
help  the  bear,  but  stand  ^side  and  see  me  and  the  bear  tear  each  other  to 
pieces.'*    That  is  about  the  coal  situation. 

There  is  brought  about  under  the  existing  economic  conditions  a  situation 
that  makes  against  economy  and  against  the  conservation  of  life  and  against 
the  conservation  of  resources,  and  this  ought  not  to  be.  I  hope  that  this  organi- 
zation will  co-operate  with  the  coal  operators  and  the  other  mine  owners  and 
miners  of  the  country  in  bringing  public  opinion  in  the  United  States  to  realize 
this  situation  which  has  been  forced  upon  this  industry.  The  Bureau  of  Mines 
stands  ready  and  anxious  to  co-operate  with  you  in  letting  the  public  understand 
the  facts. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  is  anxious  for  the  co-operatioa  of  the  miners  and 
operators  in  all  matters  for  their  common  good.  It  is  not  for  the  miner  as 
against  the  operator,  nor  for  the  operator  as  against  the  miner,  but  it  hopes  to 
be  an  agency  with  which  the  operator  and  the  miner  can  co-operate  for  the 
safety  of  men  and  conservation  of  resources,  and  I  want  to  ask  you  gentlemen 
to  authorize  your  President  to  appoint  a  committee  of  the  best  men  in  your 
organization  to  co-operate  day  by  day  with  the  Bureau  of  Mines  in  its  work. 
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We  may  make  mistakes.  We  expect  to  make  mistakes^  but  we  will  make  fewer 
mistakes  when  we  have  good  advice  than  we  would  otherwise,  and  the  only  way 
an  organization  of  this  kind,  created  largely  for  your  welfare,  can  do  its  work 
successfully  is  by  your  co-operation.  We  want  criticism,  suggestions  and  ad- 
vice, which  will  help  us  better  to  do  the  things  for  which  the  organization  was 
created.  We  would  like  to  have  all  such  criticisms  come  to  this  committee  of 
your  own  men,  and  have  that  committee  with  these  suggestions  and  advice  in 
hand  help  us  best  to  carry  out  for  you  the  purposes  for  which  our  organization 
was  created. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  is  too  young  to  talk  about  results,  but  I  may  say  in 
passing  that  the  Bureau  of  Mines  is  in  part  your  servant,  and  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  report  to  you  what  it  has  been  doing.  In  the  brief  year  and  a  half  of 
its  organization  it  has  led  to  the  introduction  of  explosives  which  we  believe 
to  be  safer,  having  the  properties  of  quick  flame,  slow  action,  and  less  poisonous 
gases.  Last  year  at  least  12,000,000  pounds  of  these  new  explosives  were  used 
in  the  coal  mines  of  this  country.  I  would  say  of  these  permissible  explosives 
that  we  do  not  regard  them  as  being  perfect,  but  we  want  to  bring  about  the 
production  of  an  explosive  that  will  be  safe  for  you  to  handle,  which  will  not 
cause  these  great  disasters  in  mining,  but  will  do  the  safe  work  it  ought  to  do 
in  the  cheapest  possible  way.  From  time  to  time  explosives  have  been  put  on 
that  permissible  liatt,  and  from  time  to  time  some  of  these  have  been  taken  oflf 
because  other  and  better  explosives  were  discovered  that  must  take  their  place; 
and  we  want  you  miners  throughout  the  country  whenever  you  find  one  of  those 
permissible  explosives  not  what  it  is  claimed  to  be,  to  send  us  a  sample  and  call 
attention  to  its  defects,  and  if  these  cannot  be  explained  and  corrected  by  the 
manufacturer  that  explosive  goes  off  the  list  of  permissible  explosives. 

Then  in  connection  with  electricity,  we  are  trying  to  develop  better  methods 
of  insulation,  and  better  appliances  for  first-aid  work  and  the  prevention  of 
mine  accidents,  and  if  all  mine  accidents  cannot  be  prevented,  their  number  must 
be  reduced  through  greater  care  and  the  development  of  safer  methods  and 
practices. 

Now,  in  the  rescue  and  aid  work,  it  has  been  gratifying  to  note  that  recent 
disasters  have  been  quite  local  in  those  mines  affected,  instead  of  extending 
throughout  the  mine,  as  formerly.  Yesterday  on  the  train  I  received  notice  of 
a  disaster  in  a  mine  where  112  men  were  at  work.  There  had  been  an  explosion, 
but  it  was  local,  for  the  reason  that  the  dust  was  wet,  and  only  five  out  of  the 
112  men  were  killed.  This  will  be  more  and  more  true  of  future  explosions,  and 
you  will  see  how  this  fact  makes  the  rescue  and  first-aid  work  more  possible  and 
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necessary.  This  will  make  possible  what  occurred  in  the  Cherry  and  BriceviDe 
mine  disasters,  that  men  will  barricade  themselves  in  remote  portions  of  the 
mine  and  wait  there  until  they  can  be  rescued.  And  we  must  have  men  at  every 
mine  trained  in  rescue  and  first-aid  methods  and  equipment. 

A  word  about  the  rescue  work.  We  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  realize 
more  than  you  do  its  shortcomings.  We  have  worked  hard  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  and  yet  we  have  not  been  able  to  train  with  the  funds  at 
our  disposal  more  than  about  1,000  miners  in  that  work.  We  have  reached 
by  these  demonstrations  and  lectures  more  than  100,000  miners,  but  we  ought 
to  have  within  five  years  at  least  50,000  miners  actually  trained  in  first 
aid  and  rescue  work.  At  Briceville  two  weeks  ago  we  could  not  find  a 
single  miner  who  had  been  in  that  mine  who  had  ever  taken  a  training 
course  in  rescue  and  first  aid  work,  and  we  had  to  send  to  Alabama  and 
Middleburg,  Ky.,  to  find  trained  helmet  men  who  could  wear  the  helmet 
safely  and  go  through  the  mine  with  us  in  the  rescue  parties.  If  our  work 
is  properly  supported  within  the  next  few  years  we  hope  to  train  50,000 
men  who  will  be  so  trained  that  we  will  never  be  without  trained  assistants 
in  any  mining  region  in  this  country.  You  will  remember  how  the  country 
was  appalled  by  the  statements  that  came  over  the  telegraph  lines  that 
when  some  sixteen  or  twenty  men  had  been  killed  in  the  Hanna  mine  by 
a  mine  explosion,  and  on  the  next  day  the  forty  men  who  went  into  that 
mine  to  rescue  them  were  all  killed  by  a  subsequent  explosion.  When  the 
w^ork  we  are  trying  to  do  today  is  accomplished,  a  repetition  of  that  dis- 
aster will  never  be  possible. 

We  have  had  the  misfortune?  to  lose  two  of  our  helmet  men  during  the 
year.  One  of  them  was  lost  day  before  yesterday.  He  went  into  a  mine 
a  few  miles  southwest  of  Pittsburgh,  full  of  poisonous  gases,  and  fell  on 
the  rocks  and  injured  his  helmet  and  was  dead  before  he  could  be  reached 
by  the  others.  That  occurred  Vjecause  wo  did  not  have  trained  men  enough 
to  work  together  in  larger  squads. 

In  no  country  abroad  would  they  think  of  lotting  less  than  five  trained 
men  go  on  a  mission  of  that  kind,  boi-ause  if  one  is  injured,  which  is  likely 
to  be  the  case,  the  others  will  bring  him  out.  They  have  also  five  other 
trained  men  waiting  in  reserve,  beeiiuso  wo  know  how  insecure  the  apparatus 
is.  It  is  one  of  our  purposes  to  dc^  elop  simpler  methods  and  safer  methods, 
and  we  shall  continue  to  investigate  and  experiment  until  we  have  gotten 
the  equipment  so  safe,  so  light,  and  so  convenient  that  any  miner  with  v 
limited  amount  of  training  can  go  through  a  mine  without  any  hesitation 
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and  with  no  great  amount  of  risk.  Today  every  man  that  puts  on  a  helmet 
and  goes  through  a  mine  does  so  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and  yet  in  that 
service  all  that  is  done  for  a  man  is  to  pay  his  salary  up  to  the  day  of  his 
death  and  nothing  more.  In  the  past  even  this  has  Qot  been  done.  If  he 
is  injured  he  must  go  to  a  private  hospital  and  pay  his  own  expenses,  al- 
though a  man  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  any  private  sailor,  may  skin  his 
head  or  bruise  his  knee  while  there  is  no  war  and  be  taken  care  of  at  the 
Government  hospital;  I  want  you  to  see  that  something  is  done  for  these 
men  who  risk  their  lives. 

For  every  place  in  this  organization  connected  with  mining  operations 
we  insist  that  a  man  who  goes  into  this  organization  must  have  had  experi- 
ence as  a  miner  or  experience  in  the  mines  as  a  mining  engineer,  and  we 
do  not  propose  to  depart  from  that  rule.  We  expect  the  private  operators 
who  organize  rescue  and  first  aid  teams  at  their  mines  to  place  in  charge 
of  that  work  only  men  who  have  had  large  experience  in  mining.  We  hope 
to  continue  this  training  work  until  there  is  at  every  large  mine  or  in  every 
mining  camp  men  who  are  trained  in  the  use  of  rescue  equipments,  and 
have  had  experience  in  these  methods,  who  do  not  have  to  wait  for  one 
of  our  cars  to  come,  but  can  go  into  the  mine  and  rescue  their  imprisoned 
fellows  immediately,  because  they  have  the  training  and  equipment  at  hand 
ready  for  immediate  use. 

These  mine  rescue  cars  have  been  criticised  somewhat,  and  they  have 
been  called  sometimes  '  *  rescue  cars  of  the  dead. "  As  in  so  many  criticisms 
inside  and  outside  your  organization,  this  comes  from  a  misunderstanding 
as  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  These  cars  are  not  and  never  were  intended 
primarily  to  do  actual  rescue  work.  They  are  intended  to  go  through  the 
country  and  train  men  on  the  ground  to  do  rescue  and  first  aid  work,  but 
at  the  same  time,  whenever  one  or  more  of  these  cars  is  available  it  reaches 
the  mine  as  quickly  as  possible  and  its  men  do  what  they  can  to  help  the 
local  men  to  go  through  the  mine  and  make  certain  that  no  living  man  is 
left  in  that  mine.  I  want  to  say  furthermore  that  there  is  no  man  con- 
nected with  the  service  that  will  not  participate  in  that  work.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  Briceville  disaster,  I  received  letters  and  telegrams  asking 
me  to  keep  the  helmet  off  my  head  and  stay  outside  and  direct  the  opera- 
tions. I  said,  "No;  a  man  who  leads  in  this  position  must  be  man  enough 
to  share  the  dangers  of  his  men  and  not  show  the  white  feather,  and  must 
himself  lead  every  party  that  it  is  possible  for  him  to  lead."  I  have  gonn 
to  every  mine  disaster  that  has  occurred  in  this  country,  if  I  could  reach  it, 
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since  the  organization  was  established,  and  I  propose  to  go  to  any  otben 
that  occur,  and  to  do  everything  I  can,  personally  and  officially  to  help  develop 
the  rescue  and  first  aid  work  along  the  lines  that  I  have  been  suggesting. 
What  wc  need  is  more  trained  men  and  more  equipment,  so  that,  as  I  said 
a  moment  ago,  wc  should  soon  have  an  organization,  supported  by  the  mine 
owners,  at  every  mine  in  this  country  where  this  work  can  be  done  prompt- 
ly and  locally,  by  the  men  best  adapted  to  and  most  familiar  with  the  work 
itself. 

Now,  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  just  two  or  three  other  things  is 
connection  with  this  mine-rescue  work.  We  have  not  today  in  the  Boream 
of  Mines  equipment  sufficient  for  that  work.  Our  buildings  are  buildings 
which  we  have  borrowed,  and  which  were  constructed  years  ago  as  ware- 
houses for  arsenal  purposes,  which  are  unadapted  to  the  needs  for  whie** 
we  have  put  thom,  and  are  a  thorough  discredit  to  the  mining  industry  ^^ 
this  great  country.  The  equipment  with  which  men  must  risk  their  lives  ••^ 
they  go  into  these  mines  is  the  same  equipment  which  we  must  use  day  ^^ 
day  in  training  operations,  and  is  frequently  not  in  suitable  condition  to  ^^ 
where  the  men  have  to  go  into  mines  which  are  full  of  poisonous  and  explosi^ 
gases.  We  need  not  only  more  buildings,  but  we  need  more  cars  and  mO^^ 
equipment,  and  my  purpose  in  asking  for  that  strong  committee,  Mr.  Preside^  ' 
is  to  have  men  in  touch  with  the  miners'  needs  and  with  the  industry,  yc^"*^ 
own  representatives  who  will  say  what  the  Bureau  of  Mines  ought  to  be  a^ 
ought  to  have,  and  then  tell  us  what  they  think  we  ought  to  do.  They  will  ^^ 
this  co-operato  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  mine  owners. 

In  the  way  of  investigation  and  inquiry,  we  are  sending  men  into  oth^* 
countries,  and  we  are  making  inquiries  as  to  safety  rules  and  regulation* 
and  mining  methods  in  other  countries,  and  we  propose  to  print  that  i^*"" 
formation     and     circulate     it     in     such     a     way     that     every     miner     i^^ 
the     United     States     can     read     it.      At     first     it     was     a     struggle     '^^ 
got    printed    even    100,000    copies    of    a    small  publication  for  the  mine 
but  I  think  that  within  a  short  time  we  will  bo  able  to  print  copies  enough  • 
such  publications  so  that  every  miner  in  the  United  States,  I  belie\'e  the  tot 
number  is  1,500,000,  can  get  a  copy  of  such  publication  and  read  for  himsee-^^ 
whatever   conclusions   and  recommendations  may  be  reached   or  made.     Y^^"*^ 
would  be  surprised  at  the  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  letters  we  get  from  t^-*^ 
miners  themselves,  and  some  of  the  most  practical  suggestions  have  come  trcW^^ 
the  miners  in  the  local  unions  throughout  the  different  coal  fields  of  the  count**^' 

These  demonstrations  to  which  I  have  referred  we  regard  as  a  most  i^**' 
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i  feature  of  this  work,  and  we  are  trying  to  enlarge  and  extend  these 
trations  so  that  every  man  can  eee  for  himself  and  understand.  Every 
ries  with  it  stereopticon  illustrations,  with  explanations  printed  in  three 
r  languages.  I  wish  we  could  extend  that  work  so  that  every  man  in 
'ganization  could  see  for  himself  the  meaning  of  these  pictures.  Then, 
connection  with  these  demonstrations  'we  meet  practical  difficulty  in 
ing  the  men  of  their  utility.  We  find  men  dubbing  as  useless  plans 
ive  worked  well  elsewhere.  We  expect  these  criticisms.  We  know  the 
•ment  of  the  work  is  imperfect.  I  have  no  doubt  many  more  criticisms 
to  be  made  than  are  made.  We  welcome  especially  helpful  criticism 
er  we  may  make  mistakes.  Bidicule  or  destructive  criticisms  don't  help 
rk.  But  we  welcome  suggestions  and  advice.  We  have  in  view  the  same 
)urposes  that  you  have,  namely,  the  saving  of  life  and  the  prevention 
waste  of  resources. 

me  time  ago  we  were  endeavoring  to  demonstrate  the  use  of  birds  for 
ag  poisonous  gases  in  the  mines,  and  while  at  first  the  miners  were  in- 
to ridicule  that  practice,  and  one  miner  said,  **You  can't  expect  fifteen 
ity  husky  men  to  follow  a  canary  bird,''  the  birds  are  useful  in  detect- 
\  presence  of  poisonous  gases,  and  this  use  of  birds  will  hereafter  save 
>s  of  many  miners  entering  mines  after  fires  or  explosions.     You  can 
see  nor  smell  nor  taste  this  white  damp  or  carbon  monoxide,  and  often 
\  before  they  otherwise  know  of  its  presence.     The  bird  is  the  easiest 
St  tester  we  know  of.    I  remember  in  on  instance  of  being  supposedly 
mile  away  from  any  gas,  and  I  found  my  canary  bird  dead  before  1 
We  sent  a  message  back  to  the  men  who  were  coming  without  helmets, 
ne  near  being  too  late.     Several  of  them  were  overcome  by  gas,  but 
ed  through  the  use  of  oxygen. 

?ay,  the  helmet  only  lasts  about  two  hours.     Another  time,  recently, 

one  of  the  remote  corners  of  the  mine,  I  thoiight  I  would  save  the 

rygen  until  I  went  half  the  distance.    I  was  carrying  a  canary  bird, 

ching  the  entrances  to  the  rooms  to  see  if  there  were  any  barricades; 

;  thing  I  knew  I  bcgnn  to  feel  weak  in  the  knees  and  sat  on  the 

side.    I  looked  at  my  canary  bird;  it  was  dead.    I  at  once  put  on 

breathing   apparatus   and   breached   oxygen   freely,   but   several 

d  before  I  had  strength  enough  to  proceed  on  the  journey.    Don't 

Dirds  in  the  mine.    It  is  going  to  save  many  a  life  in  connection 

!ue  work  of  this  country  and  a  man  who  takes  a  bird  with  him 

)nous  white  damp  or  carbon  monoxide  may  feel  that  he  can  go 
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They  had  a  perfect  right  to  ask  for  an  explanation.  One  of  the  partieB  re- 
quested me  when  I  went  to  Atlanta  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings. I  did  so.  There  is  no  condemnation  or  censure  in  the  resolution.  It  is 
simply  asking  for  an  explanation. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — So  that  the  record  will  be  complete  in 
the  matter,  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  part  just  before  the  request  that 
we  make  an  explanation,  wherein  it  sets  forth  we  violated  our  instnictions. 
While  it  does  not,  ih  that  language,  state  condemnation  of  the  delegates,  it 
states  that  we  violated  our  instructions,  which  means  the  same  thing,  and  would 
give  plenty  of  room  for  any  one  to  condemn  us. 

Delegate  Wieck,  District  No.  12 — I  would  like  to  make  clear  something  in 
regard  to  this  resolution  that  has  been  talked  about  on  the  floor.  It  has  been 
stated  that  this  resolution  included  Vice-President  Hayes,  because  some  per- 
sonal enemy  of  his  had  him  included.  I  want  to  say  again,  to  make  it  clear  on 
the  record,  that  this  is  not  true.  This  resolution  was  drawn  up  by  a  resolntion 
committee  of  five,  and  presented  to  the  local  union,  and  passed  by  the  local 
union  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  sent  here  by  the  delegates.  Everything  was 
open  and  above-board,  because  we  do  not  do  anything  in  our  local  union  under- 
handed, and  that  can  be  proved  by  anybody  that  wants  to  look  into  that. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  only  criticism  I  have  to  make  of  the  local  union 
is  that  they  condemned  me  without  a  trial,  and  without  a  hearing.  That  is  alL 
I  have  no  desire  to  reflect  upon  the  integrity  of  the  members  composing  that 
local,  but  I  do  say  that  in  my  instance  they  acted  very  hastily  and  very  unwisely 
and  very  unjustly. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  non-concur  in  Besolu- 
tion  No.  185  was  carried. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  the  personnel 
of  the  Columbus  convention  referred  to  by  President  Mitchell  in  his  state- 
ment, and  the  charges  made  by  him  at  the  Atlanta  convention  in  reference 
thereto,  be  referred  to  the  International  Executive  Board  with  instructions 
to  investigate  and  report  their  findings  to  the  rank  and  file.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  that  motion.  I  hope 
that  this  convention  will  adopt  it  unanimously,  because  as  one  delegate  and  a 
former  official  of  this  organization,  I  would  like  to  have  everything  investigated 
and  the  responsibility  placed  where  it  belongs. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  No.  12 — I  am  also  heartily  in  favor  of  this 
motion.  The  charge  is  made  that  this  resolution  at  Columbus  was  put  through 
by  operators  and  their  hirelings,  and  inasmuch  as  our  local  union  had  a  reeo- 
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lation  which  they  instracted  me  to  hand  in,  I  desire  that  the  Board  should  make 
a  thorough  investigation,  so  far  as  my  local  union  is  concerned. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — The  reason  I  made  the  motion  was  that  I 
understood  it  was  perfectly  satisfactory  to  both  Delegate  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Mitchell;  in  fact,  Mr.  Mitchell  suggested  it  in  his  statement.  In  addition  to 
that,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  if  this  convention  is  going  to  sit  here  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  this  case  and  investigating  it  that  it  would  take  up  a  lot 
of  time  we  could,  perhaps,  ill  afford,  inasmuch  as  the  International  Executive 
Board  can  go  into  the  matter  fully  and  report  its  findings  to  the  rank  and 
file  and  expedite  the  proceeding,  and  for  that  reason  I  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Board. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — There  is  one  other  reason  why  I  favor 
the  motion  and  that  is  that  I  have  no  desire  to  leave  any  man  in  a  false  light 
before  the  membership  of  our  organization.  I  believe  if  there  is  a  thorough 
investigation  made  that  every  one  will  be  convinced  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt  that  the  statements  which  have  been  made  were  fully  justified,  and 
that  the  parties  guilty  will  be  proven  guilty,  and  such  a  report  will  then 
clear  all  others  who  might  have  honestly  favored  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
and  did  it  from  good  motives. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate   Green  was  carried. 

President  White — We  have  very  little  time  before  adjourning  to  resume 
the  regular  order  of  business.  The  other  day  we  extended  an  invitation  to  Dr. 
J.  A.  Holmes  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  to  address  us.  He  is  now  here,  and  if 
there  is  no  objection,  I  now  take  pleasure  in  introducing  him. 

ADDRESS  OF  DR.  J.  A.  HOLMES,  DIRECTOR  OF  BUREAU  OF  MINES, 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Convention: 

I  greatly  appreciate  your  invitation  to  appear  before  you,  because 
I  want  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  to  you  that  the  Bureau  of  Mines, 
which  has  been  created  by  Congress  largely  at  the  instigation  of  the  mine  work- 
ers and  the  mine  owners  of  this  country,  was  not  created  for  me,  nor  does  it  be- 
long to  me,  but  it  belongs  to  you  and  the  men  connected  with  the  mining  in- 
dustry of  this  country.  It  is  therefore  your  right  and  my  pleasure  that  I  should 
appear  before  you  and  tell  you  what  the  Bureau  of  Mines  is,  and  what  the  Bu- 
reau of  Mines  is  trying  to  do  in  behalf  of  the  miners  of  this  country.  I  wish  I 
could  talk  louder  for  you,  Mr.  President,  but  for  the  past  four  or  five  weeks  I 
have  had  a  cold  and  throat  trouble  from  the  exertions  in  connection  with  the 
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BriceviUe  disaster,  which  make  it  difficult  to  talk  even  as  loud  as  I  am  try'''^^'^ 
to  talk  now.  Tou  gentlemen  know  what  it  is  to  go  through  a  mine  diaa^^^ 
under  conditions  of  that  kind. 

I  am  glad  to  be  before  you,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  I  believe     '^ 
organizations  of  this  kind  and  I  believe  in  this  organization,  and  I  only  yrk^^ 
you  had  every  one  of  the  700,000  coal  miners  in  this  organization  instead  of  t^^ 
300,000  which  have  been  reported  here ;  and,  furthermore,  I  believe  that,  if  y^>^ 
will  bar  all  dissensions  among  your  membership  and  pull  together,  as  I  \y^' 
lieve  you  can  and  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  700,000  members  of  tl»^ 
coal  mining  industry  of  this  country  will  be  members  of  this  organization.       ^ 
may  say  further  that  I  believe  in  organization  among  the  mine  owners  of  tl»*^ 
country.     There  is  always  mutual  respect  between  two  great,  strong  countries^ s- 
because  they  recognize  each  other's  strength,  but  there  is  not  even  the  express^' *^ 
confidence  between  a  big  country  and  a  little  country,  because  the  big  countr^.^ 
knows  its  strength  as  compared  with  the  little  country.    I  believe,  furthermore^* 
in  such  an  organization  because  the  mining  industry  in  this  country  has  nev^^*" 
had  its  rights  from  the  American  people,  nor  will  it  ever  have  its  rights  wit:^^ 
dissensions  among  the  miners  and  dissensions  among  the  operators  preventim  ^^ 
the  co-operation  of  all  men  in  the  United  States  who  believe  in  the  welfare  (W  ^ 
this  great  industry  of  our  country.     The  agriculturalists  have  had  this  recogn^^' 
tion,  because  they  have  stood  together,  and  the  country  has  commended  an  ^ 
respected  their  organization,  and  granted  their  needs. 

Now,  I  want  to  bring  before  you  the  great  purpose  of  the  Bureau  of  Min^^"^ 
and  one  that  ought  to  pervade  the  organizations  of  mine  workers  of  this  cour^*-  ' 
try,  and  for  which  both  organizations  ought  to  pull  together,  and  that  is  the  prc^*'   " 
motion  of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  men  who  work  underground  in  this  induaP- 
try.  There  comes  a  time,  of  course,  when  you,  representing  the  labor,  and  the  mine 
owners,  representing  the  other  side  of  the  industry,  may  have  your  struggle 
one  with  the  other,  but  I  want  to  ask  that  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  safety 
of  the  lives  and  the  health  of  the  men  that  there  be  no  dissensions  either  in  yonr 
organization  or  that  of  the  operators  of  the  country;  no  struggling  between  you 
two,  but  pulling  together,  every  man  for  the  health  and  for  the  safety  of  the 
miner.     That  is  the  greatest  thing  for  which  the  Bureau  of  Mines  was  created, 
and  it  is  today,  by  all  means,  the  important  thing  for  which  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
stands,  and  it  needs  and  cannot  work  without  the  co-operation  of  the  miners  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  mine  owners  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  great  purpose. 

Now,  I  want  to  tell  you  briefly  the  nature  and  purpose  of  this  organization 
and  what  it  is  trying  to  do.     Two  great  purposes  actuate  this  Mine  Bureau. 
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One  ia  the  prevention  of  the  loss  of  life  of  men;  the  other  is  the  prevention 
of  the  unnecessary  waste  of  the  vast  resources  which  are  needed  for  the  perma- 
iient  welfare  of  this  country;  and  I  believe,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  that 
tlie  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  as  a  body,  stands  for  these  two  great 
purposes. 

In  the  mines  and  quarries  of.  the  United  States  in  the  past  ten  years  30,000 
able-bodied  men  have  been  killed.  In  addition  we  have  injured  in  the  mines  of 
ihia  country  60,000  able-bodied  men,  and  that  is  a  record  which  is  thoroughly 
^discreditable  to  the  great  American  people.  Now,  it  is  time  to  bring  about  a 
better  record.  From  fifty  years  ago  down  to  1907  there  was  a  steady  increase 
^  thia  loss  of  life.  In  1907  the  increase  stopped,  thank  heaven,  and  with  the 
co-opeiation  of  all  men  engaged  in  this  industry,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  will  never 
reach  the  figure  of  1907  again.  Unfortunately,  in  1910  we  came  within  a  few 
'^^^ed  of  having  reached  that  maximum,  but  during  1911  the  record  is  lower 
*°  the  number  of  men  killed,  and  I  sincerely  hope  from  this  time  on  there  will 
^  ^  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  injuries  and  deaths  in  American  mines  to 
"*^*^o  that  industry  a  thoroughly  creditable  one  to  the  American  people. 

There   is   no    reason    on    earth   why    we    should   kill    more    men   in    the 

'^^^'^erican    mines    than    in    the    mines    of    any    other    country.      The    fact 

^^      you    mine    in    the    United    States   nearly    three    times    as   much    coal 

^^^  'Han  as  they  do  in  any  other  country  in  the  civilized  world  is  no  reason  why 

^®    should  kill  more  men  than  they  do  in  other  countries,  because  we  should 

®^*^    to  work  with  more  safety.     You  cannot  trust  to  the  individual  miner 

^^^     the  individual   operator  the  whole   problem   of  safety.     We  know  how 

^     ^^^as  the  average  American  citizen  is,  jumping  on  trains  and  street  cars  and 

ever^-^here  else,  but  that  does  not  mean  that  the  American  citizen  working  in 

tne  minog  has  any  less  regard  for  the  safety  of  his  fellow  workman  than  the 

"*^^^^    in  any  other  country,  nor  do  I  believe  that  tlie  American  mine  owner  is 

^Xunane  than  the  mine  owner  in  ary  other  country,  but  there  is  the  sys- 

^     Sji   this    country    which    puts    the    men    in    competition,    and    there    is 

®  t^*^ce  of  competition,  the  fact  that  we  cannot  introduce  into  the  mines  of   . 

*  ^^iiited  States  the  safety  methods  and  the  clean  mining  which  we  know 

^*  ^^^ht  to  practice,  and  I  want  to  appeal  to  you  and  to  the  operators  of  this 

conn%^  to. stand  together,  and  we  ask  you  as  miners  to  work  together,  with 

the  ^;perators  until  we  have  a  system  in  this  country  which  will  make  it  to  the 

intci'^Bt  of  everybody,  and  make  it  possible  to  protect  life  and  prevent  waste. 

^  have  given  you  some  startling  figures,  with  which  perhaps  you  are  al- 
xe^^^  familiar,  in  regard  to  the  loss  of  life,  and  I  want  also  to  call  your  at- 
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tention  to  the  destruction  of  resources  which  are  so  essential  to  the  wellaJ^ 
this  nation.    We  have  destroyed  within  the  time  coal  mining  has  been  pract^^ 
more  than  3,000,000,000  tons  of  bituminous  and  practically  destroyed  more  tb^ 
2,000,000,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  by  leaving  it  underground  where  it  OD 
never  be  recovered.    During  the  past  twelve  months  more  than  200,000,000  toM 
of  bituminous  and  more  than  80,000,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  have  been  lost 
in  this  way,  and  that  is  a  destruction  of  resources  which,  if  continued,  wiU 
affect  this  industry  seriously  in  the  future,  and  as  you  know,  will  affect  the 
permanent  welfare  of  this  nation.     Not  only  that,  but  in  a  year  we  turn  into 
the  atmosphere  480,000,000,000  cubic  feet  of  natural  gas,  the  finest  fuel,  from 
the  structure  of  the  earth,  and  we  do  it  apparently  without  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion or  the  slightest  interest  in  the  fact  that  it  means  the  greatest  permanent 
loss  of  resources  of  the  country. 

What  I  want  to  see  the  coal  miners  and  the  coal  operators  of  this  country 
do  is* to  stand  together  against  this  useless  waste  of  the  resources  of  this  coun- 
try. But,  why  do  men  waste  our  coal  resources?*  It  is  because  they  can  take 
out  50  per  cent  of  the  coal  at  a  lower  cost  per  ton  than  100  per  cent,  and  whUe 
some  men  will  tell  you  that  the  federal  government  cannot  interfere,  ask  your- 
self if  the  federal  government  has  not  already  interfered  by  enacting  legisla- 
tion which  makes  practical  co-operation  impossible.  It  reminds  me  of  the  old 
story  of  the  man  who  said:  **Lord,  if  you  cannot  help  me  fight  the  bear,  don't 
help  the  bear,  but  stand  aside  and  see  me  and  the  bear  tear  each  other  to 
pieces."    That  is  about  the  coal  situation. 

There  is  brought  about  under  the  existing  economic  conditions  a  situation 
that  makes  against  economy  and  against  the  conservation  of  life  and  against 
the  conservation  of  resources,  and  this  ought  not  to  be.  I  hope  that  this  organi- 
zation will  co-operate  with  the  coal  operators  and  the  other  mine  owners  and 
miners  of  the  country  in  bringing  jniblic  opinion  in  the  United  States  to  realize 
this  situation  which  has  been  forced  upon  this  industry.  The  Bureau  of  Mines 
stands  ready  and  anxious  to  co-operate  with  you  in  letting  the  public  understand 
the  facts. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  is  anxious  for  the  co-operatioa  of  the  miners  and 
operators  in  all  matters  for  their  common  good.  It  is  not  for  the  miner  as 
against  the  operator,  nor  for  the  operator  as  against  the  miner,  but  it  hopes  to 
be  an  agency  with  which  the  operator  and  the  miner  can  co-operate  for  the 
safety  of  men  and  conservation  of  resources,  and  I  want  to  ask  you  gentlemen 
to  authorize  your  President  to  appoint  a  committee  of  the  best  men  in  your 
organization  to  co-operate  day  by  day  with  the  Bureau  of  Mines  in  its  work. 
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^^  T&ay  make  mistakes.  We  expect  to  make  mistakes,  but  we  will  make  fewer 
^atakes  when  we  have  good  advice  than  we  would  otherwise,  and  the  only  way 
^  Organization  of  this  kind,  created  largely  for  your  welfare,  can  do  its  work 
^ccessfuUy  is  by  your  co-operation.  We  want  criticism,  suggestions  and  ad- 
^ce,  which  will  help  us  better  to  do  the  things  for  which  the  organization  was 
created.  We  would  like  to  have  all  such  criticisms  come  to  this  committee  of 
your  own  men,  and  have  that  committee  with  these  suggestions  and  advice  in 
hand  help  us  best  to  carry  out  for  you  the  purposes  for  which  our  organization 
was  created. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  is  too  young  to  talk  about  results,  but  I  may  say  in 
passing  that  the  Bureau  of  Mines  is  in  part  your  servant,  and  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  report  to  you  what  it  has  been  doiug.  In  the  brief  year  and  a  half  of 
its  organization  it  has  led  to  the  introduction  of  explosives  which  we  believe 
to  be  safer,  having  the  properties  of  quick  flame,  slow  action,  and  less  poisouous 
gases.  Last  year  at  least  12,000,000  pounds  of  these  new  explosives  were  used 
in  the  coal  mines  of  this  country.  I  would  say  of  these  permissible  explosives 
that  we  do  not  regard  them  as  being  perfect,  but  we  want  to  bring  about  the 
production  of  an  explosive  that  will  be  safe  for  you  to  handle,  which  will  not 
cause  these  great  disasters  in  mining,  but  will  do  the  safe  work  it  ought  to  do 
in  the  cheapest  possible  way.  From  time  to  time  explosives  have  been  put  on 
that  permissible  list,  and  from  time  to  time  some  of  these  have  been  taken  ofl" 
because  other  and  better  explosives  were  discovered  that  must  take  their  place; 
and  we  want  you  miners  throughout  the  country  whenever  you  find  one  of  those 
permissible  explosives  not  what  it  is  claimed  to  be,  to  send  us  a  sample  and  call 
attention  to  its  defects,  and  if  these  cannot  be  explained  and  corrected  by  the 
manufacturer  that  explosive  goes  off  the  list  of  permissible  explosives. 

Then  in  connection  with  electricity,  we  are  trying  to  develop  better  methods 
of  insulation,  and  better  appliances  for  first-aid  work  and  the  prevention  of 
mine  accidents,  and  if  all  mine  accidents  cannot  be  prevented,  their  number  must 
be  reduced  through  greater  care  and  the  development  of  safer  methods  and 
practices. 

Now,  in  the  rescue  and  aid  work,  it  has  been  gratifying  to  note  that  recent 
disasters  have  been  quite  local  in  those  mines  affected,  instead  of  extending 
throughout  the  mine,  as  formerly.  Yesterday  on  the  train  T  received  notice  of 
a  disaster  in  a  mine  where  112  men  were  at  work.  There  had  been  an  explosion. 
but  it  was  local,  for  the  reason  that  the  dust  was  wet,  and  only  five  out  of  the 
1 12  men  were  killed.  This  will  be  more  and  more  true  of  future  explosions,  and 
you  will  see  how  this  fact  makes  the  rescue  and  first-aid  work  more  possible  and 
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necessary.  This  will  make  possible  what  occurred  in  the  Cherry  and  Brieeville 
mine  disasters,  that  men  will  barricade  themselves  in  remote  portions  of  the 
mine  and  wait  there  until  they  can  be  rescued.  And  we  must  have  men  at  every 
mine  trained  in  rescue  and  first-aid  methods  and  equipment. 

A  word  about  the  rescue  work.  We  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  realise 
more  than  you  do  its  shortcomings.  We  have  worked  hard  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  and  yet  we  have  not  been  able  to  train  with  the  funds  at 
our  disposal  more  than  about  1,000  miners  in  that  work.  We  have  reached 
by  these  demonstrations  and  lectures  more  than  100,000  miners,  but  we  ought 
to  have  within  five  years  at  least  50,000  miners  actually  trained  in  first 
aid  and  rescue  work.  At  Brieeville  two  weeks  ago  we  could  not  find  a 
single  miner  who  had  been  in  that  mine  who  had  ever  taken  a  training 
course  in  rescue  and  first  aid  work,  and  we  had  to  send  to  Alabama  and 
Middleburg,  Ky.,  to  find  trained  helmet  men  who  could  wear  the  helmet 
safely  and  go  through  the  mine  with  us  in  the  re^soue  parties.  If  our  work 
is  properly  supported  within  the  next  few  years  we  hope  to  train  50,000 
men  who  will  be  so  trained  that  we  will  never  be  without  trained  assistants 
in  any  mining  region  in  this  country.  You  will  remember  how  the  country 
was  appalled  by  the  statements  that  came  over  the  telegraph  lines  that 
when  some  sixteen  or  twenty  men  had  been  killed  in  the  Hanna  mine  by 
a  mine  explosion,  and  on  the  next  day  the  forty  men  who  went  into  that 
mine  to  rescue  them  were  all  killed  by  a  subsequent  explosion.  When  the 
work  we  are  trying  to  do  today  is  accomplished,  a  repetition  of  that  dis- 
aster will  never  be  possible. 

We  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  two  of  our  helmet  men  during  the 
year.  One  of  them  was  lost  day  before  yesterday.  He  went  into  a  mine 
a  few  miles  southwest  of  Pittsburgh,  full  of  poisonous  gases,  and  fell  on 
the  rocks  and  injured  his  helmet  and  was  dead  before  he  could  be  reached 
by  the  others.  That  occurred  because  we  did  not  have  trained  men  enough 
to  work  together  in  larger  squads. 

In  no  country  abroad  would  thoy  think  of  letting  less  than  five  trained 
men  go  on  a  mission  of  that  kind,  because  if  one  is  injured,  which  is  likely 
to  be  the  case,  the  others  will  bring  him  out.  They  have  also  five  other 
trained  men  waiting  in  reserve,  bcciiuso  wt»  know  how  insecure  the  apparatus 
is.  It  is  one  of  our  purposes  to  de%elop  simjder  methods  and  safer  methods. 
and  we  shall  continue  to  investigate  and  experiment  until  we  have  gotten 
the  equipment  so  safe,  so  light,  and  so  convenient  that  any  miner  with  n 
limited  amount  of  training  can  go  through  a  mine  without  any  hesitation 
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and  with  no  great  amount  of  risk.  Today  every  man  that  puts  on  a  helmet 
and  goes  through  a  mine  does  so  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and  yet  in  that 
service  all  that  is  done  for  a  man  is  to  pay  his  salary  up  to  the  day  of  his 
death  and  nothing  more.  In  the  past  even  this  has  not  been  done.  If  he 
is  injured  he  must  go  to  a  private  hospital  and  pay  his  own  expenses,  al- 
though a  man  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  any  private  sailor,  may  skin  his 
head  or  bruise  his  knee  while  there  is  no  war  and  be  taken  care  of  at  tho 
Government  hospital;  I  want  you  to  see  that  something  is  done  for  these 
men  who  risk  their  lives. 

For  every  place  in  this  organization  connected  with  mining  operations 
we  insist  that  a  man  who  goes  into  this  organization  must  have  had  experi- 
ence as  a  miner  or  experience  in  the  mines  as  a  mining  engineer,  and  we 
do  not  propose  to  depart  from  that  rule.  We  expect  the  private  operators 
who  organize  rescue  and  first  aid  teams  at  their  mines  to  place  in  charge 
of  that  work  only  men  who  have  had  large  experience  in  mining.  We  hope 
to  continue  this  training  work  until  there  is  at  every  large  mine  or  in  every 
mining  camp  men  who  are  trained  in  the  use  of  rescue  equipments,  and 
have  had  experience  in  these  methods,  who  do  not  have  to  wait  for  one 
of  our  cars  to  come,  but  can  go  into  the  mine  and  rescue  their  imprisoned 
feUows  immediately,  because  they  have  the  training  aud  equipment  at  hand 
ready  for  immediate  use. 

These  mine  rescue  cars  have  been  criticised  somewhat,  and  they  have 
been  called  sometimes  ' '  rescue  cars  of  the  dead.  *'  As  in  so  many  criticisms 
inside  and  outside  your  organization,  this  comes  from  a  misunderstanding 
as  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  These  cars  are  not  and  never  were  intended 
primarily  to  do  actual  rescue  work.  They  are  intended  to  go  through  the 
country  and  train  men  on  the  ground  to  do  rescue  and  first  aid  work,  but 
at  the  same  time,  whenever  oue  or  more  of  these  cars  is  available  it  reaches 
the  mine  as  quickly  as  possible  and  its  men  do  what  they  can  to  help  the 
local  men  to  go  through  the  mine  and  make  certain  that  no  living  man  ]b 
left  in  that  mine.  I  want  to  say  furthermore  that  there  is  no  man  con- 
nected with  the  service  that  will  not  participate  in  that  work.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  Briceville  disaster,  I  received  letters  and  telegrams  asking 
me  to  keep  the  helmet  off  my  head  and  stay  outside  and  direct  the  opera- 
tions. I  said,  "No;  a  man  who  leads  in  this  position  must  be  man  enough 
to  share  the  dangers  of  his  men  and  not  show  the  white  feather,  and  must 
himself  lead  every  party  that  it  is  possible  for  him  to  lead."  I  have  gono 
to  evexy  mine  disaster  that  has  occurred  in  this  country,  if  I  could  reach  it, 
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since  the  organization  was  established,  and  I  propose  to  go  to  any  otben 
that  occur,  and  to  do  everything  I  can,  personally  and  officially  to  help  develop 
the  rescae  and  first  aid  work  along  the  lines  that  I  have  been  suggesM* 
What  wc  need  is  more  trained  men  and  more  equipment,  so  that,  as  I  ••** 
a  moment  ago,  wc  should  soon  have  an  organization,  supported  by  the  vo^^ 
owners,  at  every  mine  in  this  country  where  this  work  can  be  done  promp*' 
ly  and  locally,  by  the  men  best  adapted  to  and  most  familiar  with  the  wot^^ 
itself. 

Now,  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  just  two  or  three  other  things  *^ 
connection  with  this  mine-rescue  work.     We  have  not  today  in  the  Burc*^ 
of  Mines  equipment  sufficient  for  that  work.     Our  buildings  are  buildin^^ 
which  we  have  borrowed,  and  which  were  constructed  years  ago  as  wa^^ 
houses  for  arsenal  purposes,  which  are  unadapted  to  the  needs  for  whi^*^ 
wo  have  put  them,  and  are  a  thorough  discredit  to  the  mining  industry    ^^^ 
this  great  country.     The  .equipment  with  which  men  must  risk  their  lives    ^^' 
they  go  into  these  mines  is  the  same  equipment  which  we  must  use  day  "S^- 
day  in  training  operations,  and  is  frequently  not  in  suitable  condition  to  i^^** 
where  the  men  have  to  go  into  mines  which  are  full  of  poisonous  and  explosi  "^ 
gases.     We  need  not  only  more  buildings,  but  we  need  more  cars  and  mo^^* 
equipment,  and  my  purpose  in  asking  for  that  strong  committee,  Mr.  Presidei^^  '^' 
is  to  have  men  in  touch  vdth  the  miners'  needs  and  with  the  industry,  yot>^ 
own  representatives  who  will  say  what  the  Bureau  of  Mines  ought  to  be  a»*^ 
ought  to  have,  and  then  tell  us  what  they  think  we  ought  to  do.     They  will  l^ 
ihis  co-operate  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  mine  owners. 

In  the  way  of  investigation  and  inquiry,  we  are  sending  men  into  other 
countries,  and  we  arc  making  inquiries  as  to  safety  rules  and  regulations 
and  mining  methods  in  other  countries,  and  we  propose  t'o  print  that  in- 
formation    and     circulate     it     in     such     a     way     that     every     miner    in 
the     United     States     can     road     it.      At     first     it     was     a     struggle     to 
got    printed    even    100,000    copies    of    a    small  publication  for  the  miners, 
but  I  think  that  within  a  short  time  we  will  be  able  to  print  copies  enough  of 
such  publications  so  that  every  miner  in  the  United  States,  I  believe  the  total 
number  is  1,500,000,  can  get  a  copy  of  such  publication  and  read  for  himself 
whatever   conclusions  and   recommendations  may  be   reached   or  made.     You 
would  be  surprised  at  the  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  letters  we  get  from  the 
miners  themselves,  and  some  of  the  most  practical  suggestions  have  come  from 
the  miners  in  the  local  unions  throughout  the  different  coal  fields  of  the  country. 

These  demonstrations  to  which  I  have  referred  we  regard  as  a  most  im- 
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portant  feature  of  this  work,  and  we  are  trying  to  enlarge  and  extend  these 

demonstrations  so  that  every  man  can  see  for  himself  and  understand.    Every 

Cfti'  carries  with  it  stereoptieon  illustrations,  with  explanations  printed  in  three 

or  four  languages.     I  wish  we  could  extend  that  work  so  that  every  man  in 

your  organization  could  see  for  himself  the  meaning  of  these  pictures.     Then, 

^f   in  connection  with  these  demonstrations  -we  meet  practical  difficulty  in 

convincing  the  men  of  their  utility.     We  find  men  dubbing  as  useless  plans 

that    have  worked  well  elsewhere.     We  expect  these  criticisms.     We  know  the 

"®velopment  of  the  work  is  imperfect.    I  have  no  doubt  many  more  criticisms 

®°ght    to  be  made  than  are  made.     We  welcome  especially  helpful  criticism 

^bere^er  we  may  make  mistakes.    Ridicule  or  destructive  criticisms  don't  help 

"*®  "^v-ork.    But  we  welcome  suggestions  and  advice.    We  have  in  view  the  same 

^^^t    purposes  that  you  have,  namely,  the  saving  of  life  and  the  prevention 

0'  tile  waste  of  resources. 

Some  time  ago  we  were  endeavoring  to  demonstrate  the  use  of  birds  for 

^^"^^^tang  poisonous  gases  in  the  mines,  and  w^hile  at  first  the  miners  were  in- 

C'ixio^  to  ridicule  that  practice,  and  one  miner  said,  "You  can't  expect  fifteen 

^^  '^^''^'enty  husky  men  to  follow  a  canary  bird,"  the  birds  are  useful  in  detect- 

^'^   the  presence  of  poisonous  gases,  and  this  use  of  birds  will  hereafter  save 

^    Hves  of  many  miners  entering  mines  after  fires  or  explosions.     You  can 

'^^^^er  see  nor  smell  nor  taste  this  white  damp  or  carbon  monoxide,  and  often 

^^  fall  before  they  otherwise  know  of  its  presence.     The  bird  is  the  easiest 

^^  safest  tester  we  know  of.    I  remember  in  on  instance  of  being  supposedly 

^^arly  a  mile  away  from  any  gas,  and  I  found  my  canary  bird  dead  before  1 

*^«w  it.    We  sent  a  message  back  to  the  men  who  were  coming  without  helmets, 

oQt  it  came  near  being  too  late.     Several  of  them  were  overcome  by  gas,  but 

^tte  revived  through  the  use  of  oxygen. 

As  I  say,  the  helmet  only  lasts  about  two  hours.    Another  time,  recently, 

in  going  to  one  of  the  remote  corners  of  the  mine,  I  thought  I  would  save  the 

supply  of  oxygen  until  I  went  half  the  distance.    I  was  carrying  a  canary  bird, 

but  was  watching  the  entrances  to  the  rooms  to  see  if  there  were  any  barricades ; 

and  the  first  thing  I  knew  I  began  to  feel  weak  in  the  knees  and  sat  on  the 

roeks  at  one  side.    I  looked  at  my  canary  bird;  it  was  dead.    I  at  once  put  on 

mj  artificial  breathing  apparatus'  and   breached  oxygen   freely,   but   several 

fninutes  passed  before  I  bad  strength  enough  to  proceed  on  the  journey.    Don't 

make  fun  of  birds  in  the  mine.    It  is  going  to  save  many  a  life  in  connection 

with  mine  rescue  work  of  this  country  and  a  man  who  takes  a  bird  with  him 

to  detect  poisonous  white  damp  or  carbon  monoxide  may  feel  that  he  can  go 
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with  safety  as  long  as  the  bird  is  all  right,  and  unless  bj  changes  in  ventilatioii 
the  poisonous  gases  may  get  in  behind  him.  But  the  bird  is  overcome  so  long 
before  the  man  is  overcome  that  the  man  has  a  good  chance  for  escaping. 

Only  a  moment  or  two  more  to  call  attention  to  a  few  ways  in  which  the 
miner  can  help  in  this  work.  As  I  said  a  moment  ago,  we  want  your  help  and 
criticism.  But  there  are  two  kinds  of  criticism.  You  can  ridicule  the  work 
and  bring  it  into  disrepute  among  the  miners  so  they  vnll  not  have  any  respect 
for  the  recommendations.  That  is  destructive  criticism,  and  would  not  help; 
or  you  can  make  suggestions  based  on  your  own  experience,  which  will  help  the 
work  and  help  build  up  a  more  useful  service,  which  I  believe  wiH  help  im- 
prove mining  conditions  and  save  the  lives  of  many  miners  in  this  country. 

I  referred  to  co-operation.  You  know  we  may  conduct  all  the  investiga- 
tions for  which  we  have  the  funds,  but  if  we  do  not  command  the  respect  of 
the  miners  and  mine  operators,  and  get  their  hearty  co-operation,  it  means 
nothing  in  the  saving  of  life  in  this  great  industry,  but  by  your  good  sugges- 
tions and  co-operation  in  getting  men  to  do  the  things  which  they  know  con- 
tribute to  safety  and  which  will  save  not  only  their  own  lives,  but  also  the  lives 
of  their  fellows,  you  will  help  this  organization  to  do  the  work  it  is  created  to 
do,  and  make  it  useful  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  connected  with  this  great 
industry.  * 

I  have  called  your  attention  to  a  few  of  these  needs,  and  I  only  want  to 
say,  in  conclusion,  you  must  help  the  bureau  to  get  50,000  miners  trained  to 
take  part  in  this  rescue  and  first-aid  work.  You  can  help  us  induce  the  opera- 
tors to  buy  the  necessary  equipment  with  which  these  miners  can  aid  in  doing 
this  dangerous  but  humane  and  necessary  work.  I  do  not  believe  we  have  a 
right  to  ask  a  miner  to  enter  a  mine  to  rescue  somebody  else  when  he  does  so 
knowing  the  chances  are  ten  to  one  he  will  lose  his  own  life.  The  American 
miner  is  just  as  brave  and  patriotic  as  any  other  citizen  in  this  country,  but 
we  must  supply  him  with  the  equipment  and  facilities  so  when  he  does  this 
dangerous  work  he  will  do  it  under  the  most  advantageous  and  the  safest  sys- 
tem that  is  possible,  and  the  time  is  coming  when  rescue  work  will  be  success- 
ful or  not,  in  proportion  as  it  saves  the  lives  of  men  who  are  imprisoned  in 
the  mines  and  does  not  endanger  seriously  the  lives  of  the  men  engaged  in  the 
rescue  work  itself.  There  must  be  no  brakes  put  on  this  work  in  behalf  of  the 
health  and  safety  of  the  miners.  If  we  cannot  pull  together  we  cannot  be  suc- 
cessful. AH  the  parties  connected  with  this  work  co-operate.  As  your  paper 
stated  some  days  ago,  united  we  stand;  united  we  grow;  united  we  accom- 
plish the  results;  divided,  we  fail.    The  only  possible  way  to  attain  the  grest 
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success  to  which  this  great  industry  is  entitled  is  by  united  effort  on  the  part 
of  all  concerned  therein. 

President  White — We  appreciate  very  much  the  interesting  discussion  of 
Dr.  Holmes  on  these  subjects  that  are  of  such  vital  concern  to  the  mine  work- 
ers everywhere.  I  know  the  figures  he  has  revealed  to  us  in  bonnection  with 
the  loss  of  life  in  the  coal  mines  is  a  problem  that  should  deeply  concern  us. 
I  know  Dr.  Holmes  is  actuated  by  pure  motives  and  a  sincere  desire  to  be  help- 
ful to  the  members  of  our  craft  in  seeking  our  co-operation  in  the  object  he 
has  in  mind,  carrying  out  this  great  work  and  making  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
more  effective.  I  am  sure  we  feel  indebted  to  him  for  coming  here  to  enlighten 
us  on  this  subject.  He  will  always  be,  I  am  sure,  a  welcome  visitor  in  the 
councils  of  our  organization. 

Delegate  Bowden — ^We  would  like  to  have  this  printed  in  the  daily  minutes 
so  we  can  send  copies  to  the  unscrupulous  coal  operators  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see where  this  terrible  disaster  happened  on  the  9th  of  last  month.  We  had 
resolutions  sent  from  our  State  Federation  of  Labor  to  the  Governor  of  Tennes- 
see demanding  that  a  thorough  investigation  be  made  of  the  BriceviUe  disaster 
to  ascertain  the  conditions  prevailing  there  before  and  after  the  explosion.  We 
know  if  the  mining  laws  of  the  state  had  been  carried  out  and  these  unscrupu- 
lous coal  operators  had  seen  that  the  mining  laws  had  applied  rightly  that 
disaster  would  not  have  been  as  terrible  as  it  was.  If  the  mining  laws  liad 
been  carried  out  properly  the  explosion  would  only  have  been  local.  The  mine 
is  deep  in  the  mountains.  It  covers  a  large  territory.  The  explosion  occurred 
in  an  entry  and  extended  practically  all  over  the  mine. 

.  A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Dr.  Holmes  for  his  presence  in  the 
convention  and  his  address. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  address  be  printed  verbatim  in 
the  daily  proceedings. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — At  this  time  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for 
me  to  say  that,  as  a  member  of  the  commission  that  revised  the  Illinois  state 
mining  laws  my  experience  through  months  of  constant  association  with  him 
in  dealing  wifh  the  problems  affecting  us,  in  endeavoring  to  get  the  riglit  kind 
of  legislation  enacted,  I  found — and  I  think  I  can  speak  for  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  commission — that  Dr.  Holmes  was  one  of  the  best  informed  men 
on  mining  conditions  in  the  country,  and  through  his  assistance  we  were  able 
to  make  much  more  progress  in  the  matter  under  consideration  than  if  he  had 
not  been  there.  While  it  was  evident  his  desire  was  to  be  absolutely  fair  all 
through  the  piece  in  every  matter  considered,  it  was  also  absolutely  clear  that. 
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so  far  as  his  own  feelings  were  concerned,  he  want^,  when  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  could  be  given,  to  give  it  to  the  men  who  were  working  in  the  mines. 

Delegate  Bowden — I  would  like  to  get  permission  to  ask  a  question  in 
regard  to  the  situation  in  Tennessee. 

President"  White — Dr.  Holmes  states  that  he  will  answer. 

Delegate  Bowden — Was  there  not  a  local  organization  working  in  tha 
Briceville  mine  under  the  ex-assistant  mine  inspector,  Mr.  Stone,  prior  to  any 
rescue  car  being  there? 

Dr.  Holmes — I  don't  kuow,  sir.  1  don^t  know  any  of  the  details  of  what 
was  done  before  I  reached  there.  ^  I  arrived  on  the  ground  at  7  o  *clock  and  at 
7:30  I  was  half  a  mile  in  the  mine. 

Delegate  Bowden — You  will  find  that  the  men  went  into  the  mines  and 
worked  incessantly.  T  want  to  give  what  little  credit  is  due  to  the  organiza- 
tion that  was  there.  Your  statement  was  that  on  account  of  lack  of  intelli- 
gence and  the  location  of  gas  you  had  to  send  to  Birmingham  and  to  Ken- 
tucky to  the  rescue  station.  Is  it  not  true  that  before  any  of  the  rescue  party 
from  the  bureau  reached  Briceville  many  of  the  bodies  had  been  recovered? 

Dr.  Holmes — 3  am  sorry  if  T  was  misunderstood.  My  point  was  that  there 
were  no  man  in  that  entire  district  trained  in  the  use' of  the  helmet.  I  dM 
not  want  to  be  misundersitood  in  regard  to  the  work  that  was  done. 

Delegate  Bowden — Ts  it  not  true  that  there  were  only  five  lives  saved  by 
the  entire  crew,  and  those  were  saved  on  Monday  night  following  the  explosion? 

Dr.  Holmes — Of  those  five  men  two  of  them  walked  out. 

Delegate  Bowden — T  know  there  is  a  considerable  deficiency  in  Tennessee 
and  southeastern  Kentucky  as  far  as  mines  and  mining  is  concerned,  and  as 
far  as  men  being  acquainted  with  where  the  gases  are,  and  largely  on  accx>ant 
of  the  slimness  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  in  that  locality,  but 
1  do  not  want  any  reflection  «-ast  upon  men  who  were  there  and  upon  what 
they  did.  There  aro  in  this  ponvention  st'veral  men  who,  nearly  eleven  years 
:igo,  in  an  adjoining  n-ine  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Briceville  mine,  acted 
as  a  rescue  crew  and  184  men  came  out. 

I  believe  the  Bureau  of  Mines  has  been  created  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  accidents  in  the  industry,  and  I  beliexe  it  is  the  opinion  of  both  miners 
and  operators  that  the  bureau  has  become  more  effective  than  it  has  been  in 
the  past.  The  point  I  made  is  that  no  reflection  should  be  cast  on  the  local 
organization,  for  the  members  did  everj-thing  in  their  power  to  save  the  liv- 
ing and  get  the  dead  out  of  the  mine. 

At  5  o*clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules,  to  reconvene 
at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  January  23. 
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SEVENTH  DAY-MORNINB  8E88I0N 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o  'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  January 
23,  President  White  in  the  chair. 

Auditor  Mossop — The  secretaries  of  the  districts  will  hand  in  their  trans- 
portation lists,  as  we  desire  to  make  a  report  on  transportation  as  early  as 
possible.  In  addition  to  that  I  might  say  that  on  last  Saturday  this  conven- 
tion unseated  a  delegate  by  the  name  of  Calvin  Stewart  of  Local  2879,  District 
6.  That  delegate  returned  home.  His  local  union  has  instructed  him  to  re- 
turn to  the  convention  and  has  given  him  a  letter  to  present  to  the  con- 
vention. Your  committee  could  not  act  on  this,  as  it  is  the  property  of 
the  convention,  but  we  believe  we  should  give  you  this  information.  I 
desire  to  read  the  letter  to  the  coiivention: 

''Pleasant  City,  Ohio,  January  20,  1912. 
"John  P.  White,  President  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

**Dear  Sir — This  is  to  certify  that  the  letter  sent  to  the  convention  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  stating  that  Calvin  Stewart  paid  ten  dollars  for  card 
after  he  was  elected  delegate  is  an  error.  It  should  have  read,  'He  did 
not  pay  ten  dollars  for  card.'  It  was  reported  that  he  had  paid  for  card 
which  was  false.  I  intended  to  set  him  right.  Brother  Calvin  Stewart  has 
been  a  member  of  this  local  for  two  years,  and  on  behalf  of  Local  No.  2879 
we  respectfully  ask  that  he  be  seated  as  our  delegate  in  your  convention  now 
in  session. 

'*  Respectfully  submitted, 

"B.  A.  DAVIDS,  President, 
"J.  B.  SOWRDS,  F.  S." 

Delegate  Thurman,  District  6 — I  move  you  that  Brother  Stewart  be  seated. 

President  White — That  motion  is  not  in  order  until  you  reconsider. 

Delegate  Tyas — I  move  that  the  vote  by  which  the  Credentials  Committee  *s 
report  has  been  adopted  be  reconsidered.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — Did  the  Credentials  Committee  report  in  favor 
of  seating  Delegate  Stewart?  • 

President  White — I  do  not  know  what  they  are  going  to  do.  They  are 
going  to  make  their  report. 

Auditor  Mossop — We  submitted  a  report  to  this  convention  last  Saturday 
recommending  the  seating  of  Calvin  Stewart.  At  this  time  we  have  no  desire 
to  change  our  report.  Our  original  report  recommended  the  seating  of  Calvin 
Stewart. 

President  White — The  report  of  the  committee  is  again  before  you  by  the 
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reconsideration.  The  committee  reported  favorably  on  the  seating  of  Calvin 
Stewart.  The  action  of  the  convention  was  to  not  seat  him.  Since  that  time 
information  has  come  from  his  local  union  correcting  some  impression  that  was 
mado  here  in  the  convention  with  reference  to  his  membership. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  seat  the  delegate.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Thompson,  District  No.  25 — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  adopted  as  final.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

A  Delegate — After  the  statements  that  have  been  made  in  reference  to 
the  articles  that  are  being  published  in  the  Indianapolis  Star  I  move  that  the 
next  delegate  we  see  with  a  copy  of  the  paper  in  his  hand  be  sent  home. 

President  White — That  motion  is  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Picton — After  listening  to  Dr.  Ilolmes'  speech  yesterday  after- 
noon I  called  on  Dr.  Holmes  and  had  a  few  words  with  him.  The  suggestion 
was  made  that  he  bring  a  car  here  to  give  a  demonstration  of  first-aid  and 
rescue  work  during  the  time  the  operators  and  our  representatives  will  be  in 
joint  session.  Dr.  Holmes  said  he  would  rather  have  the  request  come  in  the 
form  of  a  resolution  from  this  convention  asking  for  that  privilege.  He  said 
in  bringing  the  car  from  Pittsburgh  there  would  necessarily  be  some  expense, 
and  if  the  request  comes  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  from  the  convention  he 
will  have  some  reason  for  asking  that  the  car  be  sent  here.  1  therefore  desire 
unanimous  consent  to  the  introduction  of  a  resolution. 

Unanimous  consent  being  obtained  for  the  introduction  of  the  resolution, 
Delegate  Picton  presented  the  following: 

Whereas,  We,  the  delegates  to  this  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  believe  that  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Holmes  is  doing  a  splendid  work  in  behalf  of  the 
mine  workers  of  the  country,  by  investigation  and  recommending  the  use 
of  such  safety  appliances  as  will  protect  the  lives  and  health  of  those  em-  ' 
ployed  in  the  coal  mining  industry. 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  a  demonstration  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau 
of  Mines  with  one  of  its  rescue  cars  during  the  time  the  mine  workers  and 
operators  are  holding  their  joint  conference  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis 
would  be  educational  to  both  miners  and  operators,  and  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  bring  the  operators  and  miners  to  co-operate  to  have  such  laws 
enacted  as  would  give  to  the  mine  workers  greater  protection  and  the 
mining  industry  a  higher  standing  in  the  minds  of  all  public  spirited  men; 
therefore,  be  it 
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Besolyed,  That  we,  J;he  Yepresentatives  of  this  Twenty-third  Annual 
Convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  invite,  request  and 
urge  Dr.  J.  A.  Holmes,  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  to  have  one  of  the 
government  mine  rescue  cars  brought  to  Indianapolis  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  demonstration  of  their  rescue  work,  for  the  benefit  of  the  miners 
and  operators  who  may  be  in  Indianapolis  when  the  joint  conference  is  being 
held,  and  that  Secretary  Perry  telegraph  Dr.  Holmes  the  wish  of  the  con- 
vention. 

JOHN  L.  PICTON. 

Delegate  Picton — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  (Seconded  and 
carried  by  unanimous  vote.) 

Delegate  Herrin,  District  No.  12 — ^I  know  it  is  not  policy  to  entertain 
the  motion  in  regard  to  boycotting  the  Indianapolis  Star,  but  a  motion  will 
be  in  order  to  ask  them  to  apologize  for  the  articles  they  printed.  I  move 
that  we  ask  an  apology  from  the  Star. 

President  White — If  tjhe  convention  wishes  to  express  its  disapproval 
of  the  articles  appearing  in  the  Star,  I  believe  it  would  be  well  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  management  of  the  Star  in  regard  to  that 
matter. 

Delegate  Grills,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  such  a  committee  be 
appointed.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

Delegate  Bittner,  secretary  of  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 
ARTICLE  Vn. 
— Qualification  for  OflSce — 

"Section  1.  Any  member  in  good  standing  in  the  organization  shall  be 
eligible  to  hold  ofSce  in  the  International  Union  if  employed  at  our  trade 
or  officially  connected  with  the  organization  or  an  affiliated  organization, 
or  engaged  as  permitted  by  Section  2  of  Article  XX  and  has  never  been 
found  guilty  of  misappropriating  any  of  the  organization's  funds,  and  has 
been  a  member  for  three  consecutive  years  at  the  time  of  his  election,  and 
except  as  may  be  hereinafter  provided.  * ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded^  that  the  report  of  the  committee  bo 
concurred  in. 

Delegate  Lauder,  District  No.  12 — ^If  a  member  worked  at  some  other 
trade,  such  as  the  carpenter's  trade  or  the  bricklayer's  trade  and  pays 
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75  cents  a  month,  does  it  mean  he  can  hold  'office  in  oar  organizationf  I 
mean  outside  of  the  mines. 

Delegate  Bittncr — A  man  away  from  the  mines  altogether  and  working 
at  some  other  trade  would  not  be  eligible  to  hold  office. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  "three"  and 
inserting  **one"  in  line  8.     (Seconded.) 

The  reason  I  make  that  amendment  is  because  I  am  opposed  to  class 
legislation,  even  in  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization.  This  section 
provides  that  if  anybody  is  officially  connected  with  the  union  he  can  be  a 
candidate  for  any  office  if  he  is  in  good  standing.  Anybody  who  is  not  an 
officer  must  be  a  member  for  three  years  before  he  can  be  a  candidate.  If  we 
had  such  laws  applied  to  this  organization  when  we  were  first  organized  we 
would  never  have  had  an  officer.  T  believe  there  are  as  good  men  in  the  ranks, 
men  as  well  able  to  hold  office,  as  anybody  who  has  been  elected.  I  believe 
that  men  who  have  ability  and  brains  and  a  knowledge  of  the  labor  move- 
ment of  this  country  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  hold  office.  I  don't  think 
anybody  ought  to  be  measured  by  the  time  he  has  been  in  the  organization. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow 
Delegates :  The  Committee  on  Constitution  did  not  intend  at  any  time  to  bring 
into  this  convention  class  legislation,  and  there  is  no  more  class  legislation  in 
saying  a  man  shall  be  a  member  of  this  organization  three  years  before  he 
can  become  elected  to  International  office  than  there  is  for  the  mine  workers 
of  Illinois  to  say  that  a  man  must  have  two  years'  experience  before  he  can 
go  to  the  face  as  a  miner.  The  rank  and  file  of  this  organization  who  have 
been  members  for  three  years  can  run  for  any  office  in  the  International  Union 
under  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  the  committee  believes  that  any  man 
who  aspires  to  an  International  office  in  this  organization  should  have  at  least 
three  years'  experience  as  a  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
before  he  is  eligible.  There  is  no  more  logic  in  saying  it  is  class  legislation 
when  it  is  made  three  years  than  when  it  is  made  one  year.  We  believe  a  man 
should  have  three  years'  experience  as  a  member  of  this  organization  before 
he  will  be  entitled  to  be  either  the  International  President  or  to  hold  any  other 
office  connected  with  this  International  Union. 

A  Delegate — How  would  this  act  in  the  case  of  the  unorganized  fieldst 
How  would  they  elect  a  Board  member! 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — There  is  a  clause  further 
on  in  this  article  which  states  that  this  article  shall  not  prohibit  newlj  organ- 
ized  districts  from  having  representation  on  the  International  Board. 
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Delegate  Gildea^  District  22 — In  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  it  is  obvious  to  me  that  a  man  can  have  twenty  years' 
experience  and  still  not  be  eligible  to  office.  A  man  may  hold  office  in  this 
organization  for  say  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  may  engage  in 
some  other  vocation,  he  may  take  a  card  out  in  some  other  organization.  Then 
he  may  be  compelled  to  return  to  the  mines.  If  the  members  in  any  particular 
district  desired  to  honor  him  with  an  International  office  they  would  have  to 
wait  until  he  was  there  for  three  consecutive  years  before  they  could  elect  him. 
The  proposed  constitution  says  he  must  be  there  three  consecutive  years.  I 
believe  a  man  ought  to  have  two  or  three  years  *  experience  in  the  miners '  organi- 
zation, but  I  don 't  believe  they  should  necessarily  be  consecutive.  By  a  literal 
interpretation  of  this  law  you  vdll  find  it  does  not  matter  how  many  years 
a  man  may  have  been  a  member  of  the  organization,  unless  he  has  been  a 
member  for  three  consecutive  years  at  the  time  of  his  nomination  he  is  dis- 
qualified as  a  candidate.  I  believe  it  is  too  long,  and  that  is  why  I  support 
the  amendment  making  it  one  year. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  committee,  in 
writing  this  section  in  the  constitution,  had  no  desire  to  embrace  in  our  laws 
anything  that  might  have  even  a  semblance  of  class  legislation.  We  had  no 
desire  to  keep  out  of  the  offices  of  this  organization  men  who  are  qualified  and 
fit  for  those  positions,  nor  had  we  any  desire  to  place  any  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  their  becoming  officers  of  the  organization,  but  we  did  have  a  desire 
to  protect  the  organization. 

It  has  been  said  if  a  man  leaves  the  mines  he  would  have  to  work  three 
years  again  in  the  mines  before  he  would  be  eligible  to  serve  as  an  officer  of 
this  International  Union.  That  is  true,  and  I  believe  it  should  be  so.  This 
committee  is  trying  to  legislate  for  the  United  Mine  Workers.  The  chief  object 
the  committee  had  in  view  in  recommending  this  section  was  to  prevent  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  a  new  innovation  that  is  taking  place  in  the  trades  union 
movement.  For  instance,  some  men  in  this  organizittion  know  that  the  em- 
ployers of  this  country  are  trying  to  secure  control  of  the  various  labor  or- 
ganizations, and  in  order  that  they  may  be  successful  in  so  doing  are  putting 
their  money  behind  certain  men  to  elect  them  to  official  positions  in  those 
organizations,  on  the  supposition  that  their  agents  can  work  more  successfully 
from  within  than  from  without.  We  want  to  see  if  we  cannot  keep  those  fel- 
lows out  of  office  at  least  for  three  years,  and  perhaps  by  that  time  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  organization  will  become  familiar  with  who  those  gentlemen  are. 

The  Western  Federation  of  Miners  had  this  experience  in  its  1906  strike. 
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While  the  men  did  not  succeed  in  having  themselves  elected  to  official  position 
in  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  every  one  know?  that  emmissaries  of  the 
employing  class  were  sent  into  Colorado  and  the  western  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ingratiating  themselves  into  the  confidence  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Western  Federation,  expecting  through  their  work  in  that  way  to  create  dis- 
content and  dissatisfaction  among  the  rank  and  file,  and  that  element  more 
than  any  other  was  instrumental  in  defeating  those  men  in  the  strike.  It  was 
not  the  capitalists  so  much  from  the  outside  as  it  was  the  traitors  on  the  in- 
side that  were  instrumental  in  neutralizing  the  effect  of  the  Western  Federa- 
tion of  Miners'  organization  during  that  strike. 

I  believe,  and  I  know  you  men  believe,  that  the  United  Mine  Workers' 
organization  is  entitled  to  protection  against  men  of  that  caliber.  That  is  what 
we  want  to  do.  In  addition  to  thai,  I  think  a  man  should  have  three  years' 
experience  before  he  aspires  to  office  in  the  organization.  It  is  a  just  proposi- 
tion.   While  it  may  keep  the  new  member  out  it  protects  the  old  member. 

Delegate  Grills,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Lewis  be  laid  upon  the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Sneed,  District  12 — I  want  to  ask  the  committee  a  question. 
Suppose  some  of  our  members  of  the  local  union  go  to  work  at  some  vocation 
other  than  mining,  in  case  of  slack  work  or  during  a  suspension,  would  this 
apply  to  them  and  prevent  them  from  holding  a  local,  district  or  sub-district 
office  without  going  back  into  the  organization  for  three  years  f 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  would  Uke  the  committee  to  put  their  constroetion 
on  the  words,  * '  or  an  affiliated  organization. ' ' 

Delegate  Farrington — Any  labor  organization  affiliated  with  the  United 
Mine  Workers  through  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Scott,  District  12 — I  want  to  know  if  this  resolution  is  carried 
and  the  miner  leaves  the  mines  where  he  has  worked  for  another  yoeation,  but 
keeps  his  dues  up  in  his  local  union,  will  he  be  barred  from  running f 

Delegate  Farrington — No. 

Delegate  Rogers,  Local  1214 — I  would  like  to  make  an  amendment  to  that 
clause,  by  providing  that  no  man  wlio  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  be 
allowed  to  run  for  office. 

President  White — That  would  not  do,  because  bur  union  is  International 
and  some  of  the  members  could  not  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  desire  to  move  another  amendment.  I  move 
to  amend  by  striking  out  ''and  has  been  a  member  for  three  consecuti've  years 
at  the  time  of  his  election."     (Seconded.) 
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Delegate  Muss,  District  21 — I  moye  that  the  amendment  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Lewin  be  laid  upon  the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  12 — I  want  to  know  how  the  committee  is 
going  to  harmonize  these  two  sentences:  ''Must  belong  to  the  union  for  three 
consecutive  years,"  and  ''of  an  affiliated  organization.'' 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  report  states  that  any 
members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  who  has  been  elected  to 
an  official  position  in  an  affiliated  organization  is  entitled  to  be  a  candidate 
for  office  in  the  International  Union,  but  he  must  be  a  member  for  three 
years. 

Delegate  Roll,  District  '23 — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  a  man  must  have 
five  years'  experience  in  a  coal  mine  before  being  eligible  to  office.  (Seconded.) 

My  object  in  offering  the  amendment  is  to  keep  such  men  as  Ortie  Mc- 
Manigal  from  getting  a  job  in  the  coal  mines.  He  could  be  very  good  to  us 
fellows  and  use  his  cunning  to  seek  office,  attempt  to  get  to  the  head  of  the 
organization  and  do  the  United  Mine  Workers  the  same  way  he  did  the  struc- 
tural iron  workers.  We  should  guard  against  such  men.  Let  men  serve  five 
years  in  the  mines  and  have  their  actions  watched  closely  before  they  seek 
office  and  attempt  to  lead  the  miners. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  want  to  know  if  the  amendment  would 
tend  to  disqualify  those  men  holding  office  in  the  organization  who  have  not 
had  five  years'  experience  in  the  mines f 

Delegate  Boll — No,  sir;  that  is  not  the  object  of  my  amendment.  I  take 
it  for  granted  the  men  who  are  now  in  the  organization,  or  the  men  who  are 
officers,  are  true  and  loyal  members,  but  my  amendment  provides  that  we  be 
more  careful  in  the  future  than  we  have  been  in  the  past,  because  the  capitalist 
class  of  this  country  are  seeking  to  destroy  organized  labor  and  are  fighting 
us  with  every  weapon  at  their  command.  They  are  doing  the  thinking  while 
we  are  doing  the  work.  Now  they  are  seeking  to  put  such  men  as  Ortie  Mc- 
Manigal  into  the  big  organizations  so  they  may  get  to  the  head  of  the  organi- 
zations and  use  thoir  cunning  to  destroy  the  unions. 

Delegate  Watkins,  District  6 — I  move  that  the  amendment  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Boll  lay  on  the  table.     (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Peek,  District  12 — Will  that  apply  to  top  men?  Will  top  men 
who  have  worked  on  top  five,  six  or  seven  years  be  barred? 

Delegate  Roll — It  means  men  employed  in  or  around  the  mines  as  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Mine  Workers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


506 

Delegate  Merrittj   District   12 — I   move   that   debate   on   the   amendmeDt 
close.     (SecoDded  and  carried.) 
,     The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Roll  was  carried. 

Del^ate  Fisbwick,  District  12 — Will  that  read  "in  or  around  the  miiieB?" 

President  White — The  delegate  says  the  purport  of  his  amendment  is  that 
&  man  who  has  had  five  years '  experience  in  or  around  the  mines  will  be  eligible. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Roll  was  carried. 

Delegate  Holt,  District  21 — I  would  like  to  get  a  little  clear  on  this.  It 
says  "or  an  affiliated  organization/'  I  don't  really  understand  that.  The 
point  I  want  information  on  is  if  we  have  any  affiliated  organization  besides 
the  Western  Federation  of  Miners. 

Delegate  Bittner — The  clause  "or  an  affiliated  organization"  means 
that  a  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  who  has  been  elected  to  official 
position  either  in  a  state  federation  of  labor  or  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  provided  be  bas  had  three  consecutive  years  of  membership  in  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  can  become  a  candidate  for  office  in  the 
International  Union. 

Delegate  Harlin — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  words  "or  an  affiliated 
organization"  be  stricken  from  the  report  of  the  committee.     (Seconded.) 

The  reason  I  offer  this  is  bocaiiso  T  think  the  clause  is  entirely  superfluous. 
Provision  has  been  made  against  any  member  of  this  organization  becoming 
an  Interuational  official  unless  he  has  three  consecutive  years*  membership  in 
the  organization  and  has  served  five  years  around  the  mines.  Even  if  he  had 
a  position  with  any  affiliated  organization  he  would  still  have  to  fulfill  the  other 
two  requirements.  It  might  be  thought  that  because  a  man  held  an  office  in 
an  International  organization  under  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  he  could 
aspire  to  office  in  our  International  Union.  The  section  is  clear  and  concise 
without  the  addition  of  these  words. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — Did  we  not  pass  a  motion  to  close  debate f 

President  White — That  was  on  the  amendment. 

Delegate  Green — Does  that  not  apply  to  the  pending  question t 

President  White — I  think  not. 

Delegate  Green — When  a  motion  is  made  for  the  previous  question  it 
certainly  means  that  the  subject  matter  shall  be  then  put. 

President  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  that  rule  is  applied 
to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  an  amendment,  whether  it  would 
be  a  good  law  or  not,  is  pending,  it  would  preclude  anybody  else  from  offer- 
ing a  legitimate  amendment  to  the  committee's  report.     One  man   could 
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move  a  ridiculous  amendment  and  somebody  could  close  debate  on  it  and 
preclude  a  legitimate  amendment  being  oflfered  to  the  section.  If  a  motion 
is  made  now  and  entertained  and  adopted  that  debate  cease  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  as  amended  by  the  convention,  the  point  of  order  would 
be  sustained,  but  otherwise  not. 

Delegate  Grills — I  move  that  debate  cease  on  the  question  now  before 
the  house.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Harlin,  that  the  words  **or  an 
affiliated  organization"  be  stricken  from  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
carried,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Tyas — This  means  that  a  man  is  not  eligible  to  hold  a  position 
in  any  branch  of  the  organization  until  he  meets  these  requirements. 

President  "White — The  chairman  has  repeatedly  stated  that  this  clause 
is  intended  to  apply  only  to  the  International  Union. 

Delegate  Tyas — But  in  many  local  unions  it  will  be  construed  the  other 
way. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  do  not  see  how  it  would  be  possible  to 'write 
the  section  any  clearer  than  it  is.  I  do  no  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  it  applies  to  anything  except  men  holding  office  in  the  Interna- 
tional Union.  It  says  "International  Union,''  it  says  nothing  about  local 
unions. 

Delegate  Tyas — Are  we  to  understand  that  a  district,  sub-district  or 
local  officer  is  not  in  the  International  Union  f 

Delegate  Farrington — He  is  not  an  International  officer. 
"Sec.  2.  No  two  Auditors  shall  be  elected  from  the  same  district.  In 
the  event  of  any  two  candidates  for  Auditor  from  the  same  district 
receiving  a  plurality  of  votes  cast,  the  one  receiving  the  lesser  number 
f^hall  drop  out  and  the  candidate  from  some  other  district  receiving  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected.  This  rule  shall  also 
apply  to  the  election  of  Tellers. ' ' 

Seetion  2  of  Article  Yin  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Sec.  3.  No  member  shall  hold  two  salaried  offices  in  the  International 
Union  at  the  same  time,  neither  shall  any  member  hold  a  salaried  office  in 
any  two  branches  of  the  organization  at  the  same  time,  except  delegates  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention." 

Seetion  3  of  Article  VIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 
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"See.  4.  Section  1  of  this  article  shall  not  prohibit  newly  organised  dis- 
tricts from  haTiog  representation  on  the  International  Executive  Board." 

Section  4  of  Article  VIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

AETICLE  IX. 

— ^Duty  of  Officers — 

"Section  1.  The  President  may  preside  over  all  International  conven- 
tions and  meetings  of  the  International  Executive  Board  and  sign  all  bills 
and  official  documents  when  satisfied  of  their  correctness." 

Section  1  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
,  **8ec,  2.     He  shall   fill  by  appointment  all   vacancies  occurring   in  any 
International  office." 

A  motion  was  made  aud  seconded  that  Section  2  of  Article  IX  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  following  be  inserted: 
"He  shall  fill  by  appointment  temporarily  until  a  new  election  is  held  by 
the  membership  of  this  organization.     (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Tyas — Does  this  give  the  President  power  to  fill  any  office! 
Suppose  the  International  Executive  Board  member  from  District  12  re- 
signs, or  for  some  reason  is  ineligible  to  fill  the  office  any  longer,  does  that 
give  the  lutemational  President  power  to  put  a  man  in  his  place f 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — Under  this  constitu- 
tion the  President  would  have  power  to  fill  the  vacancy  with  the  sanction 
of  the  International  Executive  Board.  He  has  always  had  that  power. 
Section  13  of  tlie  same  article  says,  "All  appointments,  suspensions  and 
removals  from  office  made  by  the  President  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  International  Executive  Board." 

Delegate  Fishwick,  District  12 — In  case  the  International  Executive 
Board  member  is  removed  from  office,  will  the  President  have  the  right  to 
appoint  his  successor t 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — Yes,  and  he  always 
hae  had  that  power  under  the  laws  of  our  organization. 

Delegate  Tyas — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  in  case  of  the  removal 
of  a  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board  the  candidate  who  re- 
ceived the  next  highest  number  of  votes  from  the  district  for  that  office 
fill  the  position.     (Seconded.) 
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President  White — That  would  not  be  a  proper  amendment,  because 
there  would  be  no  use  designating  the  President  as  the  appointive  power 
if  that  were  adopted. 

Delegate  Tyas — I  admit  that,  but  I  consider  the  district  is  the  branch 
of  the  organization  that  has  the  right  to  say  who  is  properly  qualified  to 
represent  them.  I  belioYe  the  man  with  the  next  highest  number  of  votes 
should  bo  the  one.    This  is  a  matter  of  principle  with  me. 

Delegate  Scott — 1  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  seconded,  but  lost  by  a  rising 
vote  of  386  in  the  affirmative  to  407  in  the  negative. 

Delegate  Farrington — ^I  am  opppsed  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  brother  down  here,  for  the  reason  that  while  the  amendment 
may  seem  to  be  an  absolutely  fair  proposition  it  also  leaves  the  way  open 
for  evil  being  done  to  this  organization.  For  instance,  if  a  man  had  been 
a  candidate  for  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  he  may  have 
been  put  in  that  race  by  some  influence  that  was  detrimental  to  our  organi- 
zation; and  even  though  he  was  defeated  he  would,  if  the  motion  is  adopted, 
be  subject  to  appointment  to  that  position  later  on. 

I  am  told — and  I  am  not  going  to  vouch  for  the  truthfulness  of  the 
statement  or  stand  sponsor  for  it — that  a  condition  similar  to  that  prevails 
in  the  Pittsburgh  district  at  the  present  time.  If  the  Board  member  now 
elected  in  that  district  should,  through  any  cause,  be  removed  from  office 
I  am  told  the  operation  of  this  amendment  would  install  into  office  as  Inter- 
national Board  member  from  that  district  a  man  whom  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  district  regard  as  being  an  enemy  to  the  organization. 

I  don't  know  whether  that  is  a  fact  or  not,  but  that  is  the  impression 
that  prevails  in  the  minds  of  a  great  many  members  of  the  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict. Another  thing,  if  you  are  going  to  make  this  law  applicable  to  Inter- 
national Board  members,  then,  in  order  to  be  absolutely  fair  and  carry  the 
principle  all  the  way  down  the  line  you  will  have  to  make  it  applicable 
to  all  the  other  offices  in  the  organization.  The  adoption  of  this  motion 
kills  entirely  the  appointive  power  of  the  President  or  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board  of  your  union,  excepting  in  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  employes  of  the  organization  who  are  not  elected  at  all. 

Again,  there  is  danger  that  some  man  may  receive  the  next  highest 
vote  for  some  office  in  some  of  our  elections,  and  he  may,  after  being  de- 
feated, retire  from  membership  in  the  organization;  yet  under  the  operation 
of  this  law  the  President  of  the  organiza£ion  would  be  required  to  call  that 
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man  back  and  appoint  him  to  the  position  for  which  he  received  the  second 
highest  number  of  votes.  While  the  proposition  may  seem  to  be  an  abio- 
lutely  fair  one,  it  also  has  its  evil  phases  in  connection  with  it.  I  think 
this  convention  can  well  afford  to  leave  the  same  practice  that  has  always 
applied  to  cases  of  this  kind  in  the  past  continue  in  the  future. 

Delegate  Hall  (L.),  District  No.  6 — ^I  rise  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the 
matter  before  the  house:  **That  he  shall  fill  by  appointment  all 
vacancies  occuring  in  the  International  office,  except  International  Board 
member,  who  shall  be  elected  from  the  district  in  which  the  vacancy 
occurs. ' ' 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.),  District  5 — I  would  like  to  ask,  Board  Mem- 
ber Farrington,  to  whom  do  you  allude  in  District  5  who  is  a  candidate  who 
has  received  the  second  highest  number  of  votes? 

Delegate  Farrington — I  do  not  want  to  bring  the  name  of  any  man 
not  in  this  convention  into  the  matter;  but  in  order  that  there  will  be  no 
misunderstanding  I  want  to  say  that  many  of  the  men  in  the  Pittsburgh' 
district,  I  am  told,  believe  that  Alex  Susnar  should  not  represent  the  Pitts- 
burgh district  on  the  International  Executive  Board  or  in  any  other  office 
in  the  miners'  union. 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.),  District  5 — ^You  have  made  allusions  to  one 
of  the  candidates  for  International  Board  member  and  have  left  the  impres- 
sion on  this  convention  that  the  candidate  you  refer  to  has  committed  some 
crime  or  has  done  something  that  would  prevent  him  from  being  elected 
to  that  office.  I  want  to  say  to  the  convention  that  the  man  he  has  referred 
to  is  sitting  in  this  convention  as  a  delegate,  and  the  only  reason  there  is 
opposition  to  him  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  is  that  he  is  a  Socialist. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  believe  I  made  my  statement  perfectly  dear 
to  this  convention.  I  did  not  seek  to  leave  the  impression  that  Alex  Susnar 
had  committed  any  crime  against  the  organization  or  that  the  opposition 
to  him  in  that  district  was  because  he  was  a  Socialist.  If  you  followed  my 
statement  closely  you  will  note  that  I  said  many  of  the  men  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh district  believed  he  should  not  represent  them. 

A  Delegate — How  do  you  know  that? 

Delegate  Farrington — ^Because  I  have  been  told  that  by  the  men  them- 
selves. 

Delegate  Hall  (L.),  District  6—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  Pitts- 
burgh district  election  is  not  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Susnar.  District  5 — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 
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President  White — Delegate  Susnar  will  have  the  floor,  inasmuch  as  his 
name  has  been  mentioned.  Personalities  will  not  be  allowed,  but  when  a 
man's  name  is  mentioned  he  will  have  the  privilege  to  reply,  but  he  must 
confine  himself  to  that  phase  of  the  question. 

Delegate  Susnar — As  Board  Member  Farrington  from.Illinois  has  stated 
to  you  that  a  danger  lies  in  adopting  such  a  proposition  because  if  the  Board 
member  from  any  district  dies  or  is  removed  the  candidate  receiving  the 
next  highest  vote  may  be  a  dangerous  person.  I  wonder  how. Board  Mem- 
ber Farrington  knows  and  where  he  gets  his  information  that  Alex  Susnar 
is  one  of  those  dangerous  fellows.  I  want,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  defend  my 
character  and  my  standing  in  the  labor  movement  in  front  of  those  dele- 
gates today. 

Four  of  us  ran  for  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board  in  Dis- 
trict 5.  Our  convention  will  be  held  in  March,  and  nobody  knbws  yet  but 
Board  Member  Farriugton  that  I  am  the  next  highest  man  for  International 
Executive  Board  member  in  western  Pennsylvania.  I  wonder  how  it  comes 
about  that  he  knows  thatf  Did  I  have  a  right  to  run  for  International 
Executive  Board  member  in  western  Pennsylvania  or  not!  Was  I  ever 
active  in  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  since  I  came  to  Canada 
from  Pennsylvania,  which  I  left  eleven  years  ago!  Was  I  active  in  the 
last  twelve  years  since  I  came  from  the  European  side!  I  tried  to  learn 
your  ways  and  your  language  and  to  learn  the  Slavish  and  Russian  lan- 
guages, and  I  have  given  my  support  to  the  fullest  extent  to  the  officers 
of  every  district  if  I  thought  they  were  serving  the  working  people. 

There  were,  and  I  will  prove  it  in  the  district  convention,  men  who 
were  paid  by  the  organization  to  do  nothing  else  but  call  Mike  Halapy  and 
Alex  Susnar  the  tools  of  the  coal  companies,  and  we  are  going  to  make  them 
prove  it.  When  there  was  so  much  dissension  in  western  Pennsylvania  last 
year  I  was  opposed  to  Robert  Gibbons  and  his  cause,  and  will  be  opposed 
to  any  dual  movement  in  the  United  States  or  Canada.  I  want  the  men 
who  told  Board  Member  Farrington  that  Alex  Susnar  was  one  of  the  com- 
pany's hirelings  inside  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  prove  that, 
and  if-  they  do  I  want  the  convention  to  go  after  this  thing  and  put  Alex 
Susnar  where  he  belongs.  ^ 

I  am  not  going  to  take  any  more  of  your  time.  I  never  expected  any 
other  individual  than  Board  Member  Farrington  to  bring  this  to  you  and 
try  to  slander  other  men.  It  is  all  right  to  plead  for  justice  and  plead  for 
equity;  but  when  it  comes  about  that  you  are  not  allowed  to  run  for  office 
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in  this  organization  without*  being  slandered — and  that  is  the  ease  in  wqbI- 
ern  Pennsylvania,  or  at  least  it  was  in  the  last  election — ^it  is  pretty  nearly 
time  for  every  class-conscious  fellow  to  go  out  and  try  to  abolish  that  kind 
of  dirty  work  that  is  going  on  in  this  organization. 

Delegate  Harlin — If  I  understand  the  ruling  of  the  chair,  the  question 
before  the  house  at  this  time  is  the  substitute  offered  by  the  delegate  in 
the  rear.  I  rise  tu  spenk  at  this  time  in  favor  of  that  substitute  motion 
and  against  the  amendment  that  was  pending  before  the  house  at  the  time 
the  substitute  was  made.  I  want  to  say  in  passing,  with  regard  to  Delegate 
Susnar,  that  I  worked  with  him  for  some  time  in  District  10. 

President  White — The  chair  desires  to  say  that  he  gave  Delegate  Sosnar 
the  privilege  he  asked  for.  The  chair  know^s  Alex  Susnar  as  well  aq  any 
of  you.  I  gave  him  the  privilege  of  defending  himself.  I  think  it  was 
exceedingly  unwise  to  make  those  remarks  this  morning,  and  the  delegates 
will  confine  themselves  to  the  subject. 

Delegate  llnrlin — 1  believe  the  amendment  would  leave  the  way  open 
to  give  represuMitation  on  the  International  Eexcutive  Board  to  the  minority 
of  the  membership  in  various  districts.  It  often  happens  that  a  man  will 
present  his  name  for  office  before  the  people  of  a  particular  district  who 
carries  the  entire  confidence  of  the  members.  It  may  mean  that  the  man 
in  the  opposition  does  not  have  the  good  will  of  the  membership.  He  may 
be  defeated  by  a  majority  of  seven  or  eight  to  one.  It  would  be  unwise 
to  put  into  such  a  position  a  man  who  has  only  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
membership  behind  him.  I  believe  the  substitute  motion  is  a  good  one  and 
tends  toward  democracy.  I  have  always  been  in  favor  of  any  measure 
that  will  give  back  to  the  people  power  to  legislate  their  desires  in  this 
organization  or  any  other  organization  or  institution.  I  believe  we  will 
legislate  toward  that  end,  judging  from  the  expressions  from  the  floor  of 
this  house.  I-^t  the  members  themselves  select  the  man  who  is  to  repre- 
i^ont  thorn. 

President  White — The  substitute  is  offered  for  the  committee's  report 
and  all  pending  amendments,  and  provides  that  the  International  President 
shall  fill  by  appointment  vacancies,  except  for  International  Board  member. 
but  when  r^uch  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  International  Execntive  Board  the 
vacancy  shall  be  referred  to  the  district  affected,  for  them  to  filL 

The  substitute  offert»d  by  Delegate  Hall  was  carried. 

••Stv.  3.  He  may  suspend  or  remove  ar.y  International  officer  or  sp- 
I'vMutiHl  employe  for  insubordination  or  j::st  and  sufficient  cause."' 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  3  of  Article  IX  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  delegate  moved  to  amend  by  adding  after  the  last  word  ' '  by  sanction 
of  a  majority  of  the  International  Executive  Board." 

President  White — That  has  already  been  provided  for. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

"Sec.  4.  He  may  appoint  a  member  whose  duty  shall  be  to  collect  and 
compile  statistics  on  the  production,  distribution  and  consumption  of  coal 
and  coke,  freight  rates,  market  conditions  and  ainy  other  matter  that  may 
be  of  benefit  to  the  organization;  who  shall  make  a  report  to  the  regular 
convention. ' ' 

Section  4  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

''Sec.  5.  He  may  appoint  such  organizers,  field  and  office  workers  as 
may  be  necessary  to  conduct  the  aflPairs  of  the  Ihternational  Union." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  5  of  Article  IX  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Pyner,  District  13 — I  have  something  to  offer  in  lieu  of  Sec- 
lion  5.  I  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  section  read:  ''He  may  in  con- 
junction with  the  International  Executive  Board  appoint  such  field  and  office 
workers  as  may  bo  necessary  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  International 
Union."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee covers  that  and  means  just  exactly  what  the  brother's  substitute 
means.  There  is  a  section  farther  on  which  says  that  all  appointments 
and  removals  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  International  Execu 
live  Board. 

Delegate  Pyner — ^You  will  observe  there  is  an  omission  in  my  substi- 
tute. I  have  omitted  making  any  reference  to  the  appointment  of  organ- 
izers. Perhaps  you  have  overlooked  that.  The  section  submitted  reads: 
"He  may  appoint  such  organizers,  field  and  office  workers."  etc.  It  may  be 
necessary  for  some  delegates  to  inquire  why  I  have  omitted  any  reference 
to  organizers.  I  will  read  part  of  Resolution  No.  30,  which  comes  from  my 
Local  Union  No.  634,  Mystic,  Iowa. 

"Whereas,  The  great  army  of  International  representatives,  commonly 
called  organizers,  like  a  cancer  on  the  human  body,  sapping  the  life  and  vital- 
ity out  of  it,  they,  too,  sap  the  life  out  of  the  International  treasury,  believ- 
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ing  as  we  do  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  this  vast  army  of  organizers  is 
far  in  excess  of  the  purchase  received;  therefore  be  it 

"Besolved,  By  Local  Union  No.  634,  that  we  ask  the  International  con- 
vention to  dispense  with  the  organizers  and  use  the  Executive  Board  in 
case  there  is  need  thereof." 

I  desire  to  say  I  was  not  the  framer  of  that  resolution.    I  was  not  on 
the  Resolutions  Committee.     If  I  liad  possibly  my  desires  may  have  been 
couched  in  different  language.     I  know  the  resolution  is  strong,  but  while 
it  may  not  exactly  fit  my  case  I  agree  with  the  spirit  of  it.     While  there 
are  a  number  of  men  in  this  convention  who  do  not  call  themselves  speakers, 
who  do  not  like  to  arise  and  speak  on  such  questions — especially  when  or- 
ganizers are  mentioned — I  think  they  should  do  so  and  protest  against  the 
way  things  are  conducted   in  regard  to  organizers.     The   discontent  will 
grow   unless   there   is   something   done    along   this   particular    line.     Some 
weeks  ago  our  members  wrbte  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  asked  for  statis- 
tics relating  to  the  organizers,  their  work  and  their  expenses.    I  don 't  know 
whether  many  of  you  have  seen  the  account  of  the  organizers'  expenses'' 
and  work. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.    We  are  not 
discussing  the  question  of  organizers. 

President  White — The  chair  will  not  sustain  the  point  of  order,  inasmuch 
as   certain   statements   have   been   made,   and   the   amendment   offered  by 
Delegate  Pyner  of  District  13,  is  to  strike  out  the  word  ''organizers"  from 
the  section  amended  by  the  committee.     The  chair  is  willing  that  he  shaU 
have  the  floor  and  get  the  information  he  seeks. 

Delegate   Pyner — When   Brother   Perry   sent   us   the   figures   we  w^*^ 
astounded  at  the  amount  of  money  spent  on  organizers.    We  were  astound-^^ 
when  we  discovered  the  terrible  expense  entailed  on  the  organization.    Tl»* 
is  the  reason  why  I  have  omitted  any  reference  to  organizers  in  my  st^  "* 
stitute. 

President  White — The  chair  would  like  to  enlighten  Delegate  Tyner  a^^ 
hifi  local  union  on  the  question  of  organizers.     I  think  this  convention     ^ 
familiar  with  my  past*  attitude  with  reference  to  the  appointment  and  u^* 
to  which  the  organizers  are  put.    I  want  to  say  now  without  fear  of  sncce^' 
ful  contradiction,  that  the  President  of  this  organization  has  not  ezeeed^ 
his  authority  in  any  way,  shape  or  form  in  connection  with  the  appointment 
of  organizers,  and  he  wants  to  state  specifically  for  the  benefit  of  all  eofl- 
cemed,  that  the  organizers  he  has  appointed  were  appointed  by  and  witb 
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the  approval  of  the  niemhers  of  the  International  p]xecutive  Board,  in  an 
open  meeting  of  the  Board  in  regular  session;  and  he  has  in  sending  or- 
g^anizers  to  the  various  districts  instructed  them  to  report  to  the  respective 
district  organizations.  The  enormous  expense  emphasized  by  our  friend 
Pyner  will  bear  a  just  comparison  •with  the  preceding  administration  on  thij* 
all -important  point. 

The    organizers   were    put    to    the    uses    mentioned    in    the    President  *s 
report,  nnd  at  no  time  and  at  no  place,  by  letters  of  instructions  or  other- 
vv'ise,  was  any  representative  so  appointed  by  the  President  instructed  to  bo 
the  personal  representative  of  the  President  to  exalt  his  claim  for  position 
or  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  tlie  regular  established  order  of  things  in 
the  district.    I  think  a  vast  majority  of  the  presidents  of  the  districts  will 
bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  at  no  time  did  the  International  President  or 
hi?  subordinate  officer,  Vice-President  Hayes,  send  men  to  any  district  with- 
out the  knowledge  and  the  consent  in  every  instance  of  the  president  of 
that  district.     Any  complaint  with  reference  to  the  conduct  or  attitude  or 
work  of  an  organizer  we  have  stoody  ready  to  hear,  not  only  by  letter  and 
oral  argument,  but  we  have  sent  the  Vice-President  or  other  proper  officer 
into  that  field  to  make  a  personal  investigation. 

While  the  appointment  of  organizers  was  confirmed  on  the  fourth  of 

April,  some  of  them  were  not  put  to  work  at  once,  and  some  of  them  have 

never  been  put  to  work  yet.     Why!     Because  of  the  financial  condition  of 

Our  organization  and  because,  as  I  stated  in  my  annual  report,  the  time  was 

^*xot  opportune  for  a  campaign  in  the  great  non-union  fields  which  meant  a 

t:>attle  for  this  organization  if  it  was  undertaken.     There  are  a  less  number 

^>r  organizers  in  the  employ  of  the  International  union  n^w  than  formerly, 

^nd    the  appointments   were   made  with   the   consent    of  the   International 

Executive  Board. 

I  have  held  all  along  that  organizers  should  not  be  used  as  personal 
Representatives  of  the  President  to  manipulate  certain  conditions  in  a  diH- 
"•^Tict,  by  his  instructions  or  otherwise,  and  we  have  been  careful  so  far  as 
^  know — and  it  has  been  my  advice  to  Vice-President  Hayes  to  at  all  times 
^ee  that  our  organizers  were  not  in  any  way  interfering  with  the  well  de- 
fined regnlationa  of  any  district.     I  have  had,  however,  many  communica- 
tions from  individuals,  just  as  any  other  man  will  have  who  makes  appoint- 
nients — and  I  hold  T  am  subject  to  error  in  the  appointment  of  men  just 
the  same  as  other  individuals  were — ^but  I  state  without  any  fear  of  suc- 
oessful  contradiction   that  there   is  less  financial   incumbrance   on   this   or 
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^.'inizatioii  hy  r«"a«on   of  the  apiujintivc  power  voHted  iu  the  Inteniationai 
President  than  there  has  been  in  some  of  the  times  gone  by. 

Ask  any  of  the  presidents  of  well  organized  districts  whether  the  latet- 
national  President  has  sent  men  into  their  districts  unknown  to  them  ot 
without  their  knowledge  or  con**ent.  I  realize  more  than  any  one  else  that 
there  cannot  be  dual  anthority  maintained  in  any  district  without  that  dual 
authority  l>ringinjj  disastrous  results  to  the  mine  workers  of  this  country'. 
For  all  the  years  1  served  as  an  officer  of  District  13,  J  consistently  advocated 
that  no  representative  of  the  International  nni(ni  should  eonie  into  my  dis- 
trict and  employ  his  time  working  there  without  T  had  some  knowledge  of 
it";  and  1  have  been  consistent  enough  to  expect  that  other  men  should  have 
the  same  protection  and  to  know  why  and  for  what  reasons  organizers  were 
in  their  districts. 

There  is  no  jilaee  in  this  entire  program  where  the  President  of  this 
organization  desires  any  man  ap]^ointed  by  him  to  do  other  than  work  for 
the  success  of  the  T'^nited  Mine  Workers.  Of  course  the  maintenance  ot 
organizers  involves  the  expeiiditure  of  money.  If  you  should  go  to  my  oflSce 
and  peruse  the  correspondence  from  unorganized  fields  and  other  parts  of 
the  country,  if  you  were  to  road  the  appeals  of  men  from  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  Colorado,  British  Columbia,  Nova  Scotia,  West  Virginia  and 
the  unorganized  i)Ortions  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  other  places  I  might 
enumerate,  you  will  readily  understand  that  the  only  reasons  we  did  not 
invade  all  of  those  fields  is  because,  as  I  state  in  my  report,  that  thia  or- 
ganization did  not  have  the  means  at  hand,  it  was  loaded  down  with  con 
spiracies  and  dual  organizations  that  we  were  compelled  to  meet  to  save 
the  prestige  and  power  of  this  organization  that  we  might  be  able  to  meet 
in  conferences  for  wages  that  will  be  held  this  spring.  In  District  13,  a 
district  that  has  signally  honored  me,  we  have  not  sought  to  interfere  in 
district  affairs  there  or  elsewhere.  It  has  been  our  privilege  to  co-operate 
in  so  far  as  we  were  able  with  all  the  branches  of  our  organization  and  with 
all  the  district  presideTits.  In  determining  this  matter  at  each  meeting  of 
the  International  Executive  Board,  the  names  of  certain  men  were  recom- 
mended for  these  various  duties,  and  they  were  submitted  to  the  Board  for 
ratification.  My  friends,  T  am  one  of  those  who  has  never  hungered  for 
appointive  power.  I  believe  my  record  will  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
I  have  used  the  appointive  power  just  as  conservatively  and  just  as  care- 
fully as  any  man  could  be  expected  to  do  holding  the  important  position  I 
do  by  reason  of  your  votes.    I  say  that  any  just  criticism,  either  as  to  the 
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conduct  of  an  organizer  or  any  complaint  as  to  whether  organizers  are 
iieeded  in  any  field  or  not,  can  always  be  aired  in  the  councils  of  our  Inter 
national  union;  :ind  any  complaints  any  district  has  to  make  >%4th  reference 
to  the  statements  contained  in  Brother  Pyner's  amendment  will  always  be 
given  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing  in  the  courts  of  our  own  organization. 

All  through  the  summer  months — and  I  think  there  are  several  men 
among  the  district  officers  who  can  testify  to  what  I  am  about  to  give 
utterance  to,  that  we  have  only  placed  men  to  work  as  the  condition  of  our 
finances  would  warrant — and  all  along  it  has  been  my  aim  and  purpose  to 
try  to  create  such  a  state  of  affairs  between  the  appointees  and  the  regu- 
larly elected  officers  of  the  organization  as  to  minimize  the  friction  growing 
out  of  this  method  of  appointment. 

I  make  these  statements  without  any  feeling  and  with  a  full  know- 
ledge that  we  have  stood  ready  and  willing  at  all  times,  wherever  com- 
plaints were  offered  to  our  policies  with  reference  to  this  matter,  to  jgive 
those  making  complaints  an  audience  before  our  International  Executive 
Board. 

Delegate  Kobb,  District  11 — I  would  not  be  <loing  justice  to  the  local 
union  I  represent,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  T  am  a  member  of  this  com 
mittee,  if  I  did  not  speak  of  a  resolution  that  covcrfe  part  of  the  amendment 
ofiTered  by  the  brother  from  Iowa.  It  says  that  we  do  not  believe  as  a  local 
the  organizers  should  be  appointed.  The  reason  our  local  union  takes  that 
stand  is  because  a  big  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  this  organization  is 
spent  on  organizsers.  I  believe  some  of  it  will  always  be  necessary,  but  we 
believe  if  so  mnch  money  is  to  be  spent  the  rank  and  file  should  have  nn 
opportunity  to  say  who  the  organizers  shall  be. 

The  resolution  1  refer  to  concerns  the  organizers.  It  provides  that  the 
districts  shall  have  a  number  of  organizers  in  proportion  to  their  member- 
ship. It  would  be  better  for  this  organization  if  the  big  districts  had  n 
say  so  in,  regard  to  how  the  money  is  spent.  Without  regard  to  what  has 
been  done  in  the  past,  if  a  fifth  or  a  sixth  of  our  revenue  is  to  be  spent  fur 
organizers,  the  members  at  homo  should  have  something  to  say  .ibout  it. 

Delegate  Thurman,  District  6 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table.     (Beconded  lind  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carrie<l. 

**Sec.  6.  He  may  visit  in  person  or  appoint  :in  International  officer  to 
visit  any  branch  of  the  U.  M  W.  of  A.  or  any  other  place,  if,  in  his  judg- 
ment, such  visit  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A." 
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j,rnni/ation  by   reason   of  tlu»  :ipi»oiiitive   powor  vested  in  the  Inteniatiouai 
President  than  there  hjm  Ix-en  in  some  of  the  times  gone  by. 

Ask  any  of  the  jnesidents  of  well  organized  districts  whether  the  Inter- 
national President  has  sent  men  into  their  districts  unknown  to  them  ot 
without  their  knowledjje  or  consent.  I  realize  more  than  any  one  else  that 
there  cannot  be  dnal  autlierity  maintained  in  any  district  without  that  dual 
authority  bringin^r  disastrous  results  to  the  mine  workers  of  this  country. 
For  all  the  years  T  served  as  an  officer  of  District  13,  I  consistently  advocate*! 
that  uo  representative  of  the  International  union  should  come  into  my  dis- 
trict and  employ  his  time  working  there  without  T  had  some  knowledge  of 
ifj  and  1  have  been  consistent  enough  to  expect  that  other  men. should  have 
the  same  protection  and  to  know  why  and  for  what  reasons  or^nizers  were 
in  their  districts. 

There  is  no  j)lace  in  this  entire  program  where  the  President  of  this 
organization  desires  any  man  appointed  by  him  to  do  other  than  work  for 
the  success  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  Of  course  the  maintenance  of 
organizers  involves  the  expenditure  of  money.  If  you  should  go  to  my  oflSce 
and  peruse  the  correspondence  from  unorganized  fields  and  other  parts  of 
the  country,  if  you  were  to  read  the  appeals  of  men  from  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  Colorado,  British  (.olumbia,  Xova  Scotia,  West  Virginia  and 
the  unorganized  ])ortions  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  other  places  I  might 
enumerate,  you  will  readily  understand  that  the  only  reasons  we  did  not 
invade  all  of  those  fields  is  because,  as  I  state  in  my  report,  that  this  or- 
ganization did  not  have  the  means  at  hand,  it  was  loaded  down  with  con- 
spiracies and  dual  organizations  that  we  were  compelled  to  meet  to  save 
the  prestige  and  power  of  this  organization  that  we  might  be  able  to  meet 
in  conferences  for  wages  that  will  be  held  this  spring.  In  District  13,  a 
district  that  has  signally  honored  me,  we  have  not  sought  to  interfere  in 
district  affairs  there  or  elsewhere.  It  has  been  our  privilege  to  co-operate 
in  so  far  as  we  were  able  with  all  the  branches  of  our  organization  and  with 
all  the  district  presidents.  In  determining  this  matter  at  each  meeting  of 
the  International  Executive  Board,  the  names  of  certain  men  were  recom- 
mended for  these  various  duties,  and  they  were  submitted  to  the  Board  for 
ratification.  My  friends.  I  am  one  of  those  who  has  never  hungered  for 
appointive  power.  I  believe  my  record  will  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
I  have  used  the  appointive  jiower  just  as  conservatively  and  juat  as  care 
fully  as  any  man  could  be  expected  to  do  holding  the  important  position  I 
do  by  reason  of  your  votes.    T  say  that  any  just  criticiBm,  either  as  to  the 
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conduct  of  an  organizer  or  any  complaint  as  to  whether  organizers  are 
iieeded  in  any  field  or  not,  can  always  be  aired  in  the  councils  of  our  Inter- 
national union;  and  any  complaints  any  district  has  to  make  with  reference 
to  the  statements  contained  in  Brother  Pyner's  amendment  will  always  be 
given  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing  in  the  courts  of  our  own  organization. 

All  through  the  summer  months — and  I  think  there  are  several  men 
among  the  district  officers  who  can  testify  to  what  I  am  about  to  give 
utterance  to,  that  we  have  only  placed  men  to  work  as  the  condition  of  our 
finances  would  warrant — and  all  along  it  has  been  my  aim  and  purpose  to 
try  to  create  such  a  state  of  affairs  between  the  appointees  and  the  regu- 
larly elected  officers  of  the  organization  as  to  minimize  the  friction  growing 
out  of  this  method  of  appointment. 

I  make  these  statements  without  any  feeling  and  with  a  full  know 
ledge  that  we  have  stood  ready  and  willing  at  all  times,  wherever  com- 
plaints were  offered  to  our  policies  with  reference  to  this  matter,  to  jgiv*; 
those  making  complaints  an  audience  before  our  International  Executive 
Bo.nrd. 

Delegate  Robb,  District  11 — I  would  not  be  »loing  justice  to  the  local 
union  I  represent,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  I  am  a  memlier  of  this  com 
mittee,  if  I  did  not  speak  of  a  resolution  that  covert  part  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  brother  from  Iowa.  It  says  that  we  do  not  believe  as  a  local 
the  organizers  should  be  appointed.  The  reason  our  local  union  takes  that 
stand  is  becanse  a  big  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  this  organization  is 
spent  on  organizers.  I  believe  some  of  it  will  always  be  necessary,  but  we 
believe  if  so  much  money  is  to  be  spent  the  rank  and  file  should  have  nn 
opportunity  to  say  who  the  organizers  shall  he. 

The  resolution  T  refer  to  concerns  the  organizers.  It  provides  that  the 
districts  shall  have  a  number  of  organizers  in  proportion  to  their  member- 
ship. It  would  be  better  for  this  organization  if  the  big  districts  had  ii 
say  so  in.regJird  to  how  the  money  is  spout.  Without  regard  to  what  has 
been  done  in  the  past,  if  a  fifth  or  a  sixth  of  our  revenue  is  to  be  spent  for 
organizers,  the  members  at  home  should  have  something  to  say  about  it. 

Delegate  Thumiap,  District  6 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table.     (Beconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

**Sec.  6.  He  may  visit  in  person  or  appoint  an  International  officer  to 
visit  any  branch  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  or  any  other  ])lace,  if,  in  his  judji- 
ment,  such  visit  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.'' 
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Section  6  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  r<'C'oiiiineudcd  by  the  committee. 

**Sec.  7.  He  shali  interpret  tlie  moaning  of  the  International  eonstitu 
tiou,  but  his  interpretation  shall  be  subject  to  repeal  by  the  International 
Executive  Board/' 

Section  7  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

**Sec.  8.  He  shall  semi-annually  name  the  pass  word,  transmit  it  to  the 
International  Secretary-Treasurer,  who  in  turn  shall  transmit  it  to  the  va- 
rious district  secretary-treasurers  for  transmission  to  the  local  unions  entitled 
to  same." 

Section  8  of  Article  IX  was  adoi>ted  as  recommended  by  the  committee 

*'Sec.  9.  He  shall  appoint  from  among  properly  elected  delegates  the 
committees  necessary  to  transact  the  work  of  Internationa]  conventions  ai^ 
instruct  the  Kesolutious,  Constitution  and  Grievance  Committees  to  meet  at 
Headquarters  sufficiently  early  to  enable  them  to  be  prepared  to  render 
at  least  a  partial  report  on  the  first  day  the  convention  convenes,  but  \t 
a  convention  is  to  consider  charges,  regularly  filed,  against  the  President, 
the  Grievance  Committee  shall  be  elected  by  the  convention.*' 

Section  9  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

**Sec.  10.  He  shall  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  traveling  auditors  to 
visit  every  local  union  ut  least  once  each  year,  who  shall  work  under  the  in- 
struction ot  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer,  subject  to  authority  of 
the  President  and  whose  duty  shall  be  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  a 
uniform  system  of  bookkeeping  by  the  local  unions  and  to  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  local  unions  and  report  their  findings  to  the  International  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. Should  such  audit  develop  any  irregularities,  those  respon- 
pible  for  the  same  shall  be  penalized  as  hereinafter  provided." 

The  salary  and  expenses  of  traveling  auditors  shall  be  paid  by  the  Inter- 
national Union,  but  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  bill  against 
the  various  districts,  who  must  reimburse  the  International  Union  for  their 
ratio  share  of  half  the  expense  so  incurred.  The  number  of  locals  audited 
in  each  district  to  be  the  basis  for  computing  the  ratio  of  expeu^es.  This 
section  shall  not  prevent  proper  International  officers  from  at  any  tini.' 
examining  the  accounts  of  records  of  any  local  union. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  10.  of  Article  IX,  be 
.■hlojited  as  recommended  by  the  conimitt<*(\ 

Delegate  Hall,  District  No.  6 — I  move  to  strike  out  on  Page  10  th# 
words  **but  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  bill  against  the 
various   districts,   who   must   reimburse   the   International   Union    for   their 
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ratio  share  of  half  the  expense  incurred.     The  number  of  locals  audited  in 
eacli  district  fb  be  the  basis  of  computing  the  ratio  of  expense/'    (Seconded.) 
Delegate 'Stewart — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    We  aro  not  making  a  dis- 
trlet  constitution  in  the  International. 

President  White — That  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Delegate  Savage,  District  6 — It  is  part  of  our  constitution  now  and  hjis 

V>«en  for  many  years  that  our  district  president  is  authorized  to  exercise 

^^i^t  authority,  to  select  auditors  to  go  over  the  books  of  the  local  unions  iu 

^iBtrict  6.     That  policy  has  been  carried  out,  and  I  presume  as  far  as  Dis- 

^^ict  6  is  concerned,  it  will  be  carried  out  again.    I  hope  this  convention  will 

'^^t  do  anything  that  will  have  a  tendency  to  build  up  a  large  political  ma- 

^^ne.    District  6  has  400  local  unions,  and  if  an  auditor  visits  those  local 

^Jiiong  once  in  each  year,  as  has  been  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Con- 

jT      ^titution,  it  will  take  at  least  four  or  five  men  constantly  at  work  in  that 

QiBtrict.    I  know  a  man  cannot  audit  the  books  of  more  than  one  local  union 

*       *  day.    In  fact,  he  cannot  do  that,  for  when  he  goes  to  audit  the  books  of 

>  local  union,  it  is  necessary  that  the  officers  of  the  local  be  present,  or  at 

least  that  the  local  secretary-treasurer  be  present.     Those  local  officers  will 

not  lose  any  work,  and  the  auditor  muHt  wait  until  they  come  home  in  the 

evening. 

It  is  impracticable  for  a  man  to  go  to  one  local  union  a  day.  That  has 
been  our  experience  in  District  6.  We  have  on  the  floor  today  men  who  had 
charge  of  that  work  in  our  district.  The  men  we  have  employed  to  do  this 
work  are  sub-district  secretaries.  They  are  in  close  touch  with  the  local 
unions,  understand  the  surroundings,  know  everything  connected  with  them, 
and  can  do  that  work  more  satisfactory  than  any  stranger  can.  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  International  organization  should  send  into  District  6,  a 
large  number  of  auditors.    I  am  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Delegftte  Wilson  (D.),  i^istrict  No.  12 — I  move  as  a  substitute  for  the 
whole  that  each  district  appoint  its  own  traveling  auditor,  to  be  paid  by  the 
district.    (Seconded.) 

Secretary  Perry — I  believe  this  is  an  innovation  that  will  build  up  the 
organization  materially,  and  while  there  is  no  necessity  for  traveling  audi- 
tors in  Ohio,  and  I  know  of  no  instance  where  we  would  suggest  that  an 
auditor  be  sent  into  Ohio,  I  know  of  several  districts  in  this  country  that 
ure  in  the  habit  of  reporting  a  nominal  number  of  members  during  the  year 
^nd  have  several  hundred  before  election. 

In  Illinois  they  have  appointed  a  traveling  auditor,  and  the  International 
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organization  has  bec!i  the  beneficiary  of  his  st^rvices  as  much  as  the  district  , 
and  Bub-district  organi/.ations.  One  of  the  purposes  of  having  a  iraveliag 
auditor  is  to  see  that  the  local  officers  are  under  bond,  and  to  see  that  tbe 
system  of  bookkeeping  is  one  that  will  reflect  credit  on  the  organization. 
Many  of  the  local  unions  have  no  system  that  will  guard  against  fraud  or 
imposition.  I  know  from  experience  there  are  many  local  unions  scattered 
all  over  this  country  that  do  not  report  on  the  actual  membership.  I  do 
not  say  this  as  a  reflection  on  the  local  unions  either.  There  is  necessity 
for  the  employment  of  traveling  auditors.  I  do  not  believe  it  will  b« 
necessary  to  appoint  many  of  them,  and  their  expenses  can  be  minimized  in 
such  a  way  that  it  will  not  cost  the  districts  much  money.  The  auditorSy  in 
my  judgment,  will  not  be  sent  to  any  locality  unless  there  is  justification 
for  sending  them.  Whenever  there  is  a  complaint  about  a  local  union  an 
auditor  should  be  sent  there  to  examine  the  books.  I  believe  as  the  resnH 
of  employing  traveling  auditors  the  losses  we  have  incurred  in  the  put, 
amounting  to  several  hundred  dollars  here  and  there,  will  be  obviated.  There 
is  every  necessity  for  this  becoming  a  law. 

Delegate  McDonald,  District  12 — I  do  not  believe  the  clause  in  the 
constitution  as  presented  by  the  committee  would  be  satisfactory.  I  know 
it  would  not  be  satisfactory  to  me,  and  I  don 't  believe  it  would  be  to  the 
membership  of  our  district.  I  do  not  think  the  amendment  offered  will  give 
entire  satisfaction  either.  The  experience  we  have  had  in  eoiployiBg  a 
traveling  auditor  has  been  such  that  we  are  justified  in  making  this  state- 
ment. For  about  eight  or  nine  months  in  our  district,  our  auditor  has  shown 
a  shortage  of  money  that  should  have  come  to  our  ofl9ce  of  some  $20,000. 
I  believe  possibly  there  is  as  much -more  coming  to  our  office  that  would  not 
have  come  if  the  locals  did  not  expect  a  traveling  auditor  to  drop  in  on  them. 

I  do  not  say  this  to  reflect  in  any  way  on  the  members  of  my  district 
Tf  the  International  organization  is  going  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of 
auditors  to  do  this  work,  it  will  invite  criticism  of  men  in  certain  districts, 
because  they  will  charge,  rightfully  or  wrongfully,  that  it  was  done  for  politi- 
cal purposes.  I  believe  the  proper  method  to  select  the  traveling  auditors 
would  be  jointly  by  the  districts  and  the  International.  If  auditors  are  em 
ployed  both  the  International  and  the  districts  will  be  beneficiaries  of  the 
system,  and  they  should  share  the  expense.  We  have  a  mighty  good  travel- 
ing auditor  and  we  don 't  want  to  los«  him.  I  believe  he  is  the  most  capable 
man  we  have  in  the  organization  anywhere  and  his  reports  will  bear  witnctt 
to  that. 
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The  Committee  on  Officers'  Keports  has  considered  this  matter  and  I 
iwonlU  li^e  to  have  action  deferred  until  we  can  get  that  report  before  tho 
convention.  I  don't  think  it  would  be  wise  to  adopt  the  constitution  while 
matters  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports,  that  should 
properly  be  made  part  of  the  constitution.    I  believe  the  districts  and  tho 
International  snould  pay  the  expense  of  the  traveling  auditor  jointly.     If 
tliey   do  the  traveling  auditor,  whoever  he  is,  can  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
districts   and  the  International   jointly,   8o   it    will   eliminate   any   contention 
that  might  arise  as  to  his  being  appointed  in  the  interests  of  any  individual. 
I  made  a  report  to  our  district  convention  last  February,  recommending 
that  a  traveling  auditor  be  appointed.    A  very  few  individuals  have  taken 
occasion  to  say  be  was  out  working  for  me,  and  the  rumor  was  given  cred- 
ence by  some  people.    When  his  report  is  made  I  think  they  will  be  silenced. 
I  did  not  know  the  man  until  he  was  appointed,  but  I  believe  he  is  the  inoHt 
capable  man  employed  by  the  organization.     I  would  like  to  havo  action  de- 
ferred in  this  matter  until  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  its  report  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — I  move  that  further  discussion  on  this  secti(»n 
of  the  constitution  be  deferred  until  after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Offi- 
cers' Reports  is  heard.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

"Sec.  11.  He  shall  be  empowered  to  grant  district  or  territorial  dis- 
pensations relating  to  initiation  fees,  when,  in  his  judgment,  such  dispen- 
sations will  add  to  the  growth  or  conserve  the  interest  of  the  organization.'* 
Section  11  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  tho  committee. 
''Sec.  12.  He  shall  devote  all  his  time  to  the  affairs  of  the  organization, 
ezeeuting  the  instructions  of  the  International  Executive  Board  and  exer- 
cising general  supervision  over  the  field  and  office  work  of  the  International 
Union,  and  shall  render  a  report  of  his  stewardship  to  the  regular  Interna- 
tional convention."' 

Section  12  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
"Sec  13.    All  appointments,  suspensions  and  removals  from  office,  made 
by  the  President,  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  International  Exec- 
utive Board." 

Section  13  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.   14.     The  Vice-President  shall  work  under  the  instructions  of  the 

President  or  the  International  Executive  Board,  and  in  event  the  presidency 

i&  vacated  by  resignation  or  removal  from  office,  be  shall  succeed  to  that 

position.    He  shall  also  render  a  leport  to  the  regular  convention." 
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A  motiou  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  14  of  Article  IX  b« 
adopted  as. recommended  hy  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — ^I  move  to  amend  bj  striking  out  the  word  *  *  or  •  *  in  line  2  wd 
inserting  *'and.''     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Gildea,  District  22— What  provision  is  there  to  fill  the  poaitioB 
in  the  event  of  deaths 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — It  says  **in  the  e?eBt 
the  presidency  is  vacated  by  resignation  or  removal  from  office.*'  If  a  wan 
should  die  he  would  in  all  likelihood  be  removed  from  office. 

The  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

**8ec.  15.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  and  preserve  all 
books,  documents  and  effects  of  the  International  office,  except  such  records  tf 
properly  belong  to  the  office  of  the  President.'' 

Section  15,  Article  IX,  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

**Sec.  16.  He  shall  record,  or  cause  to  be  recorded,  the  proceedings  of  »11 
International  conventions  and  such  meetings  of  the  International  ExecntiTt 
Board  as  the  board  may  desire  recortled. ' ' 

Section  16,  Article  IX,  was  adopted  ns  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*SSec.  17.  He  shall  receive  and  receipt  for  all  moneys  due  the  Internation'l 
Union,  pay  all  bills  and  current  expenses,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  ^ 
President,  and  shall  keep  copies  of  all  important  correspondence  sent  ont  W" 
receiv  ed  by  his  office. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  17,  Article  IX,  be  adopts 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Esper,  District  No.  12 — T  move  to  amend  by  adding  after  tbe 
words  **due  the  International  Union,"  the  words  ''when  fully  paid."  (^' 
onded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  ^ 
carried, 

"Sec.  18.  lie  shall  submit  to  the  locals  semi-annually  a  statement  8^*^*' 
ing  the  salary  and  expenses  of  each  officer  and  employe  and  detailing  ^^ 
receipt  and  disbursement  of  all  money  belonging  to  the  International  Uw*^** 
The  receipts  from  each  district  shall  be  compiled  separately  and  totaled.'' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  18  of  Article  IX  ^ 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Foster,  District  No.  6 — T  move  to  amend  by  striking  ont  thi' 
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•rds   "  semi-anoually "    and    inserting    '' quarterly. ' '    (Seconded    but    not 
rried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
rried. 

**Sec.  19.  He  shall  give  bond  of  $25,000  (which  must  be  approved  by 
Q  International  Executive  Board  and  deposited  with  the  President)  to 
ituro  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  but  he  shall  not  have  more  than 
5,000  subject  to  his  order  aj  any  time.  *' 

Section  19  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

''Sec.  20.  He  must  deposit  all  funds  in  excess  of  $15,000  in  banks  giving 
terest-bearing  certificates  of  deposit,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Interna- 
>"al  Executive  Board.  ^' 

Section  20  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

**Seo.  21.  He  shall  send  out  to  all  local  unions  a  monthly  **  delinquent 
>t,''  showing  all  local  unions  in  bad  standing  with  the  International  Union.'' 

Section  21,  Article  IX,  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*  *  Sec.  22,  He  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  International  Executive  Board, 
•ploy  such  assistants  as  may  be  necessary  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  his  office. ' ' 

Section  22,  Article  IX,  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

' '  Sec.  23.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  elsewhere  herein  pro- 
'^d  that  may  be  assigned  him  by  the  President  or  International  Executive 
^I'd,  and  shall  submit  to  the  regular  convention  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
"^iiization 's  financial  affairs." 

5^tion  23,  Article  IX,  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
* '  Sec.  24.    The  International  Executive  Board  shall  execute  the  instructions 
international  conventions  and  between  conventions  shall  have  full  power 
direct  the  workings  of  the  organization.'* 
Action  24  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
* '  Sec.  25.    The  Board  shall  have  power  to  levy  and  collect  assessments  when 
^iisary,  but  no  assessment  levied  by  the  International  Executive  Board  shall 
*^ollected  for  more  than  two  months  unless  authorized  by  a  referendum  vote 
*^He  members." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  25  of  Article  IX  be  adopted 
Recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hall  (L.),  District  No.  6 — 1  move  to  add  that  in  levying  the 
^Bsmcnt  it  shall  be  on  a  percentage  basis  instead  of  a  fiat  rate.    (Seconded.) 

t>elegate  Bearden,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid 
I  the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried  by  a  vote  of  410  to  363.) 
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A  delegate  moved  as  a  substitue  ' '  That  the  board  shall  have  pow«  tt 
recommend  a  speciul  assessment,  but  it  must  be  referred  to  the  referendum  nf 
the  dl^rict  affected.*' 

On  motion  the  substitute  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  waa  carried. 

''See.  26.  The  board  shall  hold  in  trust  for  the  United  Mine  Workers  iH 
money  deposited  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  in  tl.e  name  of  the  Execotin 
Board,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  said  money  be  drawn  upon  ezeept  opci 
the  written  order  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  board." 

Section  26  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  coiiiiiuttM> 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules,  to  reeo>' 
vene  at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


SEVENTH  PAY-AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  Janiiiiy*» 
President  White  in  the  chair. 

I'residont  White — I  regret  that  1  am  compelled  to  again  ask  the  privily  0^ 
repudiating  a  statement  in  this  contemptible  press.     If  they  do  not  cease  the 
price  to  some  reporters  will  be  quite  expensive.  There  is  contained  in  the  IndiSB- 
apolis  Sun  this  morning  a  rejwrt  which  needs  some  explanation.     It  only  shww 
liow  the  political  enemies  of  our  administration  are  seeking  crumbs  of  comfort 
to  I'onsoie  themselves,  and  reflect  it  througli  the  medium  of  the  press.    The  rep- 
resentatives  of  the  press  have  been  given  all  the  courtesies  of  this  convention. 
There  is  an  article  in  this  issue  of  the  Sun  that  is  false  and  malicious  and  de- 
signed to  injure  me  personally,  and  it  needs  some  explanation.    The  article  is  as 
follows : 


*'10WA    DELEGATION    REPORTED    .\T    Ol'TS    WITH    WHITE    tWMP. 

"Se<Tet   CauiMis  Believed   To   Have   Decided  On   Strike. 

"That  the  Iowa  delegation  has  broken  from  the  control  of  Presideut  John 
P.  White  of  the  Mine  Workers  was  the  story  circulating  among  miners  Monday 
night  and  causing  the  anti-administration  forces  to  chortle  with  glee.  The  dele- 
gation is  reported  to  have  met  in  secret  caucus  Monday  and  in  diaeuiwing  the 
wage  scale  settlement  determined  to  insist  on  stopping  work  April  1  unless  a 
f  on  tract  is  signed.  This  action,  it  is  said,  will  be  taken  without  regard  to  any 
a«*tion  on  the  part  of  the  Illinois  or  Southwest  districts,  and  it  is  8»id  the  ae- 
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tions  looking  towarda  a  national  JHJttleniont  of  the  waj,'o  scal<»  will  be  soriously 
luiiii]>ere«]. 

*'The  report  alao  has  it  that  close  frieu«38  of  White  struggled  vainly  to 
bring  the  delegation  into  line,  but  failed.  George  H.  Edmunds,  colored,  who 
made  such  an  impression  on  the  convention  tilling  his  experiences  as  an  Inter- 
aational  organizer  in  the  Pittsburgh  district,  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  those 
nioat  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  make  the  delegation  see  a  different  light.  Tt  is 
understood,  however,  that  all  efforts  proved  unavailing,  and  that  tho  delegation 
**"»«  almost  a  unit  in  declaring  to  cease  work  unless  a  contract  was  Hign«'<l. 

''Action  Is  Calamity. — While  those  who  are  interewted  in  settling 
the  wage  scale  for  the  miners  on  a  national  basis  as  so  many  of  the  districts 
'avor,  regard  the  action  the  Towa  delegation  is  said  to  have  taken  somewhat  in 
the  light  of  a  calamity,  the  anti-administration  forces  are  pointing  the  **T-told- 
y*>u-8o'  finger  and  asserting  White  ie  showing  the  weakness  they  predicted.-/ 
I  want  to  state  now,  without  fear  of  successful  <'ontradiction  from  the 
S  ftoor,  that  John  P.  White  has  never  sought  to  manipulate  a  caucus  of  the  Iowa 
''*iner§  or  any  other  delegation  of  miners  in  this  country.  1  want  to  say  now  I 
*^er  attended  the  delegation  caucus  of  the  Iowa  miners  last  night,  and  their 
V"  ^ons,  insofar  as  they  may  reflect  the  policy  of  their  district,  were  not  in- 
^^  floeneed  by  me;  they  were  free  to  act,  as  they  have  been  at  all  other  times  in 
^  tbeir  career  when  I  was  an  officer  of  the  district  organization,  and  I  have 
^      served  them  since  I  was  twenty-nine  years  of  age. 

*  "  The  action  referred  to  was  directed  by  the  convention  of  the  Iowa  minern. 

They  were  instructed  to  favor  a  policy,  in  the  event  it  wouhl  seem  to  be  best,  to 

>^     remain  at  work  pending  a  settlement;  and  the  Iowa  delegation  is  fully  cunipo- 

*-      tent  to  judge  its  own  business  without  the  unwarranted   interference  of  the 

Internationa]  President. 

And  let  me  say  in  passing,  that  the  resolution  referred  to  did  not  emanate 
from  the  John  P.  White  wing  of  the  Iowa  organization.  As  the  proceedings  of 
that  convention  will  show,  it  was  the  otugrowth  of  the  policy  recommended  by 
the  past  International  administration  to  this  organization,  which  advised  as  a 
solution  and  the  final  sequence  of  a  wage  contract  that  we  not  only  remain  at 
work,  but  if  necessary  keep  at  work  in  the  districts. 

To  the  reporter  who  has  endeavored  to  make  it  appear  that  T  have  tried 
by  any  personal  effort  to  manipulate  the  caucus  of  the  delegation.  I  want  to 
say  that  I  will  settle  that  score  with  him  myself  if  he  does  not  desist  making 
such  statements.  The  representatives  of  the  jiross  have  been  extended  the  cour- 
teaies  of  a  great,  magniflcent  convention,  and  then  publish  false  and  malicious 


Digitized  by 


Google 


;32G 

^'tateIIlCDts,  having  only  one  purpose  in  view,  to  endeavor  at  this  crucial  time  in 
the  history  ot  tlie  organization  to  divirle  the  for<^es  of  the  United  Mine  WoAfft 
in  order  that  they  will  deliver  us  like  sheep  in  the  shambles  to  our  oppressors. 

I  defy  any  man  or  any  member  of  any  delegation  to  attempt  to  push  dotii 
the  throats  of  the  miners  of  this  convention  or  the  miners  of  the  conntry  tlw 
stalemrnt  that  1  hr.ve  in  any  way  endeavoied  to  use  my  high  position  to  go 
lief<»re  the  Iowa  miners  in  a  oaii<*ii8  and  by  what  little  ability  I  possess  try  to 
inihience  them  as  to  their  instructions,  as  to  their  judgment  of  the  convention 
with  reference  t(>  the  resolutitin  in  question.  At  no  time  in  the  past  have  I  ever 
done  that,  and  no  one  knows  it  better  than  the  Iowa  miners,  and  so  far  as 
John  1*.  White's  standing  with  the  Jowa  miners  is  concerned,  I  mil  leave  that 
to  rhe   Iowa  niiii<>rs  to  settle  in  their  own  good  and  timely  way. 

These  false  statements  that  are  going  out  from  the  press  have  only  ow 
uKiinate  politioil  object  in  view.  And  1  am  not  making  this  appeal  to  you 
in  take  any  action  toward  the  press;  I  am  making  the  statement  so  the  miner? 
in  this  convention  will  understand  that  John  P.  White  is  not  so  fond  of  his  offi- 
cial position  that  he  would  resort  to  these  unjustifiable  tactics  in  order  to  main- 
tain that  position.  The  small  crumbs  of  comfort  that  disconsolate  individualf 
may  obtain  from  a  source  of  this  kind  I  hopt»  will  ease  their  disturbed  minds. 

I  would  have  felt,  if  I  had  allowed  that  report  to  go  unchallengred,  if  I  lia<1 
allowed  myself  to  be  misrepresented  and  a  reflection  cast  upon  my  good  name 
as  an  officer  it  would  not  be  just  to  myself  or  to  the  Iowa  organization.  There 
is  not  a  man  of  the  Iowa  organization  who  cnn  say  that  John  P.  White  entered 
their  caucus,  although  he  has  credentials  to  do  so.  I  feel  now,  as  I  have  always 
felt  in  the  i)a8t,  that  the  men  sent  here  from  that  district  can  reflect  the  views  of 
District  \'A  without  my  interference. 

Delegate  Rodgers,  President  District  l.'i — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Dek*- 
gates:  As  the  president  of  District  13,  I  want  to  say  in  behalf  of  the  delega- 
tion I  have  the  honor  to  represent  and  in  justice  to  International  President 
White,  that  this  newspaper  article,  like  many  other  articles  that  have  been  ap- 
pearing in  the  Indianapolis  Sun.  i«  untrue  and  absolutely  without  foundation. 
What  transpired  in  the  caucus  held  by  the  delegates  representing  District  IS 
was  secret  in  its  character,  and  International  President  White  did  not  in  anv 
way  enter  into  it,  neither  did  he  attempt  through  any  of  his  associat^^  delegfltCH 
to  refle<'t  his  sentiments  on  these  questions  that  have,  through  some  means  ot 
other  been  made  public. 

I  did  not  know  anything  about  this  article  in  the  Indianapolis  Sun  until 
after  the  morning  session.    One  of  the  reporters  C4ime  to  me — somebody,  1  pre 
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sume,  had  pointed  uie  out  to  liim  as  the  president  of  the  district — and  asked 
questions  about  our  meeting.  T  told  him  that  what  had  transpired  in  the  cau- 
cus of  the  delegates  representing  District  13  was  executive  and  secret  and  I  had 
nothing  to  say.  It  is  an  unfortunate  situation  when,  seemingly,  we  cannot 
bridle  the  i>en8  of  some  of  those  men  who  are  spreading  that  sort  of  stuff  before 
the  public. 

International  President  White  is  amply  justified  in  bringing  this  question 
to  the  attention  of  this  delegation.  In  Justice  to  the  Iowa  delegation  and  in 
justice  to  President  White  I  want  to  state  now  that  he  has  never  attempted 
to  reflect  his  ideas  in  our  caucuses.  And  whatever  the  Iowa  miners  may 
have  decided  on,  they  have  decided  on  that  policy  and  on  that  question  in 
the  way  they  have  always  done  in  the  past,  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
men  they  represent.  They  have  always  resented  and  always  will  resent 
dictation.  As  to  what  they  will  do,  that  is  for  the  delegation  representing 
r>istrict  13  to  say. 

International  President  White  is  too  closely  associated  with  the  affairs  of 
IMstrict  13  and  he  is  held  in  too  high  esteem  by  the  mine  workers  of  Iowa  for 
us  to  allow  a  charge  of  that  kind  in  the  public  press  to  go  unchallenged.  T  trust 
that  this  explanation  will  be  accepted  as  bona  fide.  There  is  no  question  that 
the  statements  were  absolutely  untrue  and  absolutely  unfounded.  During  the 
proceedings  of  this  convention  there  have  been  articles  in  this  paper  we  know 
from  the  very  nature  of  things,  from  things  that  have  transpired  in  open  con- 
vention, are  absolutely  untrue;  and  when  they  attempt  to  reach  into  a  secret 
caucus  h*»ld  by  a  representative  delegation  of  mine  workers  they  transgress 
overy  rule  of  honor  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  place  at  a  disadvantage  the 
men  who  are  called  upon  to  fill  executive  positions  in  this  organization. 

Delegate  Edmunds,  District  13 — I  wduld  not  say  anything  on  this  question 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  my  name  has  been  mentioned  as  one  of  those  who 
are  close  to  President  White,  and  as  one  who  has  used  all  his  influence  to  get 
the  Iowa  delegation  to  see  things  in  a  different  light.  T  would  just  like  to  say 
i  hat  any  intelligent  man  reading  that  article  as  it  appears  in  the  Indianapolis 
Sun  will  agree  that  the  language  used  there  is  for  the  express  ]>urpose  of  mis- 
leading the  delegates  to  this  convention.  If  that  was  not  the  case  they  would 
have  stated  along  what  line  I  was  trying  to  use  my  "impressive'*  ability 
to  ^et  the  Iowa  delegation  to  see  things  in  a  different  light. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  pross  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  delegates  assembled 
horo  J  will  tell  you  why  T  was  trying — if  T  did  try — to  get  the  Iowa  delegation 
to  f*oo  things  in  a  different  light.     It  was  on  account  of  a  resolution  that  was 
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ailopted  ill  our  joint  coiiveiiHoii  of  operators  aiwl  iinn<?r8  of  District  13.  \*- 
we  had  sigued  our  si-alc  and  had  arcrpted  it  by  unanimous  vote,  there  was  a  T^' 
lution  that  had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Joint  S<'iile  Committee,  introduc©*.^ 
the  president  of  the  Iowa  Operator**  Assoeiationj  and  that  rcMudution  is  in  ^"*^* 
stance  as  follows:  **That  we  as  two  bodies  associated  together,  the  Iowa  C'^^^ 
Miners'  organization  and  the  Fowa  Coal  Operators'  Association,  believed  ^" 
time  had  arrived  when  the  int*^iiigeu«'e  of  these  two  organizations  should  bt?  ^^ 
sueh  nature  that  thi^se  uncalled  for  suspensions  at  the  termination  of  our  v:^^^ 
rontracts  should  be  done  away  with,  and  that,  as  far  as  we  were  eoucerr*^* 
as  members  of  these  two  associations,  we  wouM  use  our  best  efforts  to  see  tl»^* 
plans  were  laid  and  brought  alwmt  whereby  we  could  do  away  with  unnecess£«  '"^ 
suspensions  every  time  our  contract  expired.'* 

And.  gentlemen.  T  want  to  say  here  and  now,  as  one  member  of  the  lo^*'^* 
tielegation  representing  Loeal  *2.")11,  tlint  as  far  as  T  am  concerne<l  and  as  far   -•*  ^ 
the  men  at  liome  I  represent  an*  coiu^erned — and  they  are  well  conversant  wi"^'* 
this  res(»hitioii — we  believe  the  time  will  <M»me  and  it  will  l)e  our  effort  to  ^*^^ 
the  time  cnnie  in  the  joint  method  of  deliberation  and  negotiation  between  t  ^^^ 
miners'  organization  and  tin*  riperators'  association  that  it  will  l>e  unneeessa  ^'^ 
at  the  end  of  our  contract   peri<»d  to  have  a  suspension.     And  1   am  ready  a*-"*-* 
willing  at  any  time  to  use  what  influence  I  have — if  T  have  any  at  all — to  i^^^*"' 
lluit  such  plans  are  hiid  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  members  of  our  orga  '^^ 
ization  and  safeguar«l  the  interests  of  tlie  public;  and  when  our  contracts  expi     ^^ 
it  will  not  be  ne<-essary  to  suspend  oj)erations  in  order  to  get  new  c^mtracts.    T^  ^* 
wltimale  intent  and  j»rinciple  of  organized  labor  is  to  do  away  with  strikes  ai   ^ 
suspensions,  juid  if  any  uuin  ran  obje^^t  to  that  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  liste=^ 
to  his  objections.  ^ 

President  White  *s  name  was  not  mentioned,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  the  cauci^""'^^ 
(»f  the  Iowa  delegation  to  get  them  to  support  him.     Over  in  Iowa  we  ha^*^"^         ^^ 
about    l^.OOO  paid-up  members,  and  about   17.999  of  those  members  are  witC 
.lohn  P.  White  if  you  want  to  know  it! 

Just  one  more  word  and  then  I  am  thrDUgh.  It  cannot  l)e  denied  that  tbf^^  ^ 
luain  object  in  these  scurrilous  attacks  nmde  through  the  medium  of  the  press  ii 
to  hamper  our  inlluence  in  the  conference  that  is  to  be  held  next  Thursday. 
They  are  intended  to  make  the  mine  workers  believe,  and  to  make  the  oper 
ators  and  the  public  believe  that  the  miners  of  this  country*  are  not  support 
iug  John  P.  White. 

Presi<lent   White — In  mr>king  my  ri'marks  there  may  be  some  one  who  un 
derstood  that   1  included  all  the  ]>res«.     1  meant  the  Indianapolis  Sun. 
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XJelegate  Crone — I  was  one  member  of  that  caucus  of  the  Iowa  delega- 
o'A  xduid  1  never  saw  any  reporters  there.  I  don't  tliink  tlie  reporters  are  the 
^^-i^^ators  of  this  article.  I  think  there  is  somebody  in  our  own  ranks  who  went 
*^*^«m  and  told  them  this  stuff.  I  can  account  for  where  I  have  been  since 
^  Ci^«iucu8  this  morning.  Can  the  rest  of  them  do  the  samel  I  never  saw  a 
■""•er  anywhere  near  our  caucus.  I  think  whoever  put  this  in  tlie  paper  ouglit 
L^ikke  a  statement  to  this  convention  to  clear  himself  and  say  where  he  got 
*      i^M:^^  formation. 

XDelegate  Finney,  District  5 — I  move  that  we  brand  this  statement  in  the 
^^^'^•-napolis  Sun  as  false  and  malieioun,  and  that  we  request  the  reporter  to 
^^*^^    a  retraction.     (Seconded.) 

XDelegate  Bussell — ^I  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  Indianapolis  Sun  be 
^"^^^sted  to  make  an  apology  for  the  article  appearing  in  the  issue  of 
^■^"•*«iry  23,  and  failing  to  do  this  that  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
^  ^  1  refuse  to  patronize  the  Sun,  cancel  all  orders  for  subscriptions  ai^d 
^^a^wt  the  representative  of  that  paper  to  leave  the  convention. 

^t^resident  White — I  think  the  resolution  of  Brother     Finney     is     broad 
^^^^^^h.    We  do  not  want  to  injure  any  publication.    All  we  want  is  the  truth. 
tl^«  President  had  been  guilty  of  using  such  influence  as  is  attributed  to  him 
^■^^^^old  not  have  undertaken  to  have  the  convention  consider  it. 
*^he  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Finney  was  carried, 
^^elegate  Savage,  District  6 — I  think  you  are  advertising  the  paper  very 
I  win  buy  it  now  to  see  if  there  is  anything  in  it. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

-■-delegate  Lackey,  District  No.   11 — Your  Special  Committee  appointed 

^be  passage  of  a  resolution  favoring  clemency  for  Brother  John  Cox 

^^ton,  who  is  serving  a  sentence  in  the  Northern  Penitentiary  of  In- 

»    met  the  Governor  of  Indiana  this  morning.     Governor  Marshall  re- 

^     your  committee  very  cordially,  talked  the  matter  over  with  us  at 

^Qugth  and  gave  us  the  assurance  that  he  would  act  upon  the  matter 

^^^,  make  a  thorough  investigation  and  if  he  found  the  circumstances 


ed  he  would  act  according  to  our  solicitation. 

"^^      request  from  Dr.  Hannah  Graham,  of  Indianapolis,  that  she  be  al- 

^     '^o  appear  for  a  short  time  before  the  convention  and  speak  on  the 

^^^H  of  woman  suffrage,  was  read.     No  objection  being  offered  to  the 

^    ^^^,  it  was  stated  that  the  Secretary  would  notify  Dr.  Graham  when 

^^^Id  address  the  convention. 
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Mr.  A.  MrAmlrew,  ProMident  of  the  Tul>aeeo  Workers'  International  Un»^ 
was  imrui'uced  to  the  ronveiition  bv  ProHideiit  Whit*'. 

Mr.  McAndrew — Mr.  <'huirmaii  and  Deh»^ates:     In  behalf  of  the  TohaC^" 
Workers'  International  Tnion  1  \vi>h  lo  extend  to  you  our  fraternal  greetin 
and  the  hope  that  you  will  ha\e  a  harnumious  and  successful  conventioD.    I  ti 
your  dolilieratious  while  in  session  will  not  only  be  beneficial  to  the  oi 
lion  you  represent,  but  to  the  labor  nio\enirnt  in  general. 

Fiftoen  years  ago  our  organization   nund>ered  about   50.000  members, 
has  duindled  until  we  have  only  about  i5,000  now.     1  kn«»w  of  nothing  to  »{ 
aUiut  excej»t  the  Tobaci-o  Workers'  label  and  the  labels  of  other  organixatioua^^ a. 
Jn  that  respc»ct  1   am  s»nnewhat  similar  to  an  Irish  friend  of  mine  who,  wbe^_    Ji 
he  came  fo  this  country,  secured  a  job  as  an  excavator.     The  first  thing  th —    e 
foreman  handed  him  was  a  shovel,  which,  of  course,  he  was  familiar  with.    On —    « 
day.  walking  up  Broadway,  he  saw  some  beautiful  diamonds  in  a  jeweler 's  win^  • 
dow.    While  he  was  looking  at  them  a  friend  stoppe<l  and  said,  *'How  would  y(^'«J 
like  ti»  have  your  pick,  Pat?"     Pat  looked  at  him  a  minute  and  said,  **Wel  M , 
lK»gorra,  I  would  sooner  have  me  shovel. '  *    In  the  last  year  the  Supreme  Court  o  ^ 
the  Tnited  States  issued  a  mandate  compelling  a  dissolution  of  that  migh*-^ 
octopus,  the  Tobacco  Trust.    However,  the  only  effect  of  that  mandate  is  tb^^ 
there  are  four  companies  iegalizeil  to  do  business  and  they  fight  us  just  the  sft^* 
as  the  one  <'ompany  did.     We  need  your  nn»ral  assistance.     I  have  repeated    * 
yon  year  after  year  in  your  con\ention  that  the  maximum  rate  of  wages  pai<^ 
son>e  nf  the  Southern  tobacco  factories  is  $6.00  a  week.    About  three  years  ^"^^ 
this  gigantic  monopol\,  tlie  Tobacco  Trust,  increased  the  wages  of  these  pec'^ 
enough  to  make  the  average  $6.H0  a  week.    Last  year  they  tiK»k  that  10  per  c€^ 
away  from  them. 

In  Durham,  N.  C,  and  in  Richmond,  Va.,  little  girls  of  tender  years 
compelled  to  work  all  day  with  sponges  fastened  over  their  mouths  to  \i^^     _ 
them  from  inhaling  the  dust.    Bull  Durham  and  Duke's  Mixture,  as  yon  kn<^^        i 
are  dry  tobaccos.     In  Louisville  a  year  or  two  ago  the  people  went  out. 
spoke  to  them  on  the  commous  in  Louisville  and  they  informed  me  that  5 
jteople  were  compelled  to  drink  out  of  one  cup.     The  people  were  willing 


bring  their  own  cups,  but  the  foreman  would  not  allow  them  to  do  so,  fearic^^ 
they  would  put  water  on  the  stems.    During  the  summer  when  the  temperato^^^ 
ranged  from  110  to  115  in  those  factories,  as  high  as  100  people  would 
taken  out  «»n  Ihc  commons  after  being  overcome  by  the  heat.    There  they  wonl^^ 
be  left  to  themselves  to  revive  as  best  they  might,  some  to  bo  taken  to  the  hosp^" 
tals  and  some  to  go  to  tht>  hovels  they  called  homes. 


^ 
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It  may  he  that  union  men  do  not  care  about  the  label,  but  when  they  go  into 
*  and  buy  tobacco  made  by  this  trust,  they  are  not  doing  justice  to  the  or- 
ed  tobacco  workers.     I  heard  Brother  Lewis  make  a  remark  last  week 

the  inferior  cigars  with  the  union  label.  That  does  not  aj>ply  to  the  union 
CO.  Previous  to  the  time  the  Ligget  factory  went  into  the  trust  they  paid 
Qts  and  30  cents  for  the  tobacco  they  used.    When  the  American  Tobacco 

took  tlie  company  over  they  used  tobacco  they  paid  5  and  6  cents  a  pound 

Vo  say  tiiat  if  a  woman  works  the  same  as  a  man  in  wrapping  or  packing 
so  she  is  entitled  to  the  same  wages  as  the  man,  and  she  receives  the  same 
i  in  the  union  factories.  You  can  get  good  wages  and  short  hours  for  these 
e  if  you  use  the  tobacco  with  the  label.  There  is  not  a  tobacco  on  the 
it  with  the  union  label  that  is  not  superior  to  the  FivQ  Brothers  tobacco. 
Jet  the  little  cou]»on  in  the  American  Tobacco  Company 's  product,  but  they 
or  it. 

V'iiat  is  more  sacred  than  the  label?  The  label  is  an  emblem  of  justice, 
'i»ity  and  humanity.  When  you  go  into  a  store  and  buy  clothing,  hats, 
shoes,  tobacco  or  any  other  article  with  the  label  you  will  know  that  no 
fingers  have  helped  produce  the  article,  that  no  little  child  has  been  corn- 
to  work  at  night  sewing  on  buttons  during  the  time  that  should  be  given 
uldish  sleep.  The  label  represents  fresh  air,  sunlight  and  healthful  condi- 
for  those  who  toil.  When  you  go  into  a  store  and  make  a  demand  for  un- 
^1  tobaeco  you  will  get  it.  Insist  on  having  the  label  on  it.  Don't  be 
'  by  what  they  will  tell  you.  This  story  is  old,  but  I  will  tell  it  anyway 
strate  my  point. 

^  Chicago  an  Irishman  was  sitting  at  one  end  of  a  street  car  and  an  Italian 
t;  the  other.  The  conductor  collected  fares  from  both  men.  Then  he 
^t  to  take  advantage  of  their  ignorance  and  knock  down  another  fare 
^iich  of  them.  So  he  approached  the  Italian  and  said  gruffly,  **Pay  your 
The  Italian  said,  *  *  T  pay  a  my  fare.  Whata  you  want  to  cheat  me  for!  * ' 
^nductoi  said,  **Pay  your  fare  or  get  off  the  car.''  The  Italian  dug  down 
'^\e  up  his  last  nickel.  Then  the  conductor  walked  back  to  the  Irishman 
Ud,  "Your  fare!  *'  The  Irishman  said,  **To  the  divil  wid  you  I  I  paid 
re.  Since  when  have  you  been  charging  two  fares  on  this  cart"  The  con- 
f  said,  '  *  Pay  your  fare  or  get  off !  "  The  Irishman  arose  and  said,  '  *  See 
^ly  bucko,  perhaps  you  can  play  that  on  the  hand  organ  at  the  other  end 
e  car,  but  you  can 't  play  it  on  the  harp. ' ' 
W^e  don  *t  ask  you  to  smoke  tobacco  or  chew  tobacco ;  but  we  ask  you  when 
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you  go  tu  make  a  purchasi.'  to  louk  for  the  label  on  every  article  you  boy.  Not 
only  will  tlu*  orgaiiizaiions  that  have  the  laU'l  be  benefited,  but  yoor  orgABia* 
tiuii  ^^ill  he  benefite<l,  and  the  whole  world  will  Lh,'  the  better  and  purer  for  it 
Ou<]si>eed  and  sucfeHM  ro  you  iu  your  convention. 

At  the  (rioHC  of  President  McAndrews*  addreue  Vice-President  HiJ* 
received  unanimous  consent  to  the  introduction  of  the  following  resohtioi'- 

Whereas,  The  union  label  on  union -made  ]>roductB  and  the  demand  f^ 
goods  bearing  said  label  is  one  of  the  m(»st  potent,  if  not  the  most  powerful, 
weapons  witliin  the  hands  of  members  of  organized  labor,  for  the  bcttenneat 
of  the  conditi»)n  of  tiio  wage  earners  of  the  land;  and 

Whereas,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  each  and  every  union  man  towel**' 
puri'hasing  po\>er  to  advance  tlie  interests  of  fair  products  by  purchamng  8*^ 
products  a>  bear  the  union  label  only;  and 

Whereas.  Thi*  Tobacco  Workers*  International  Union  has  a  blue  union  W«l 
uhich  it  advertises  as  a  mark  of  distinction  between  the  union  and  non-nnioo 
brands  of  tol»acco,  cigarettes  and  >nufl';   therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  there  is  an  abundance  of  union  labeled  tobsec^< 
^nuir  and  cigarettes,  of  all  grades  and  classes  on  the  market  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  \\v  consi<h'r  it  the  consistent  duty  of  all  union  men  to  purchiae 
only  such  brands  of  tobacco,  snufT  an<l  cigarettes  as  do  bear  the  union  label; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resohed,  That  we,  the  delegates  repres<M)ting  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  North  America,  ia  convention  assembled,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.» 
will  use  our  utmo««t  endeiivor  in  creating  a  greater  demand  for  the  brands  of 
tobacco,  snuiV  and  cigarettes  wliich  Lear  the  blue  label  of  the  Tobacco  Workers' 
International  Union;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  request  the  members  of  our  respective  loeal 
unions  to  carefully  observe  when  making  ])urchases  of  tobacco,  snuff  or  cigar- 
ettes, that  the  purchases  made  \m\e  attaclied  thereto  the  blue  label  of  the 
Tobacco  Workers'  International  Union,  as  none  is  genuine  union-made  unless 
ihc  label  is  there  to  be  seen. 

Vice-President  Hayes  moved  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  The 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

Vice-President  Haves  in  the  chair. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 
Delegate  Bittner,  secretary  of  the  committee,  r*.'ported  as  follows: 
**S«»c.  27.     The  board  shall   have  power  between  conventions,  by   a   two- 
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thirds  vote,  to  recommend  the  calling  of  a  general  strike,  but  under  no 
circumstanceB  shall  it  call  such  a  strike  until  approved  by  a  referendum 
vote  of  the  members.*' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  27  of  Article  IX  be 
Adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  HefTerly,  District  Xo.  32,  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the 
^orda  •* two-thirds "  be  stricken  out  and  the  words  **a  majority"  inserted. 
(Seconded.) 

JnasuHich  as  we  have  a  di'Uiuoratic  form  of  organization  and  iiuijority  rule 
applied  to  everything  else,  it  should  also  apply  to  the  KxiMutive  Board.  I  do  not 
••^o  why  two-thirdfl  of  the  hoard  shoidii  be  rtM|uired  to  pass  on  any  proposition 
effecting  our  orgairiwiioa. 

Delegate  II  ill  (L.)»  ristri«^t  (5 — I  wouhl  liko  to  ask  if  the  two-tliirds  vote 
applies  only  to  the  Executive  Tioard,  or  will  it  apply  to  a  two-thirds  vote  on  a 
^^ferendum. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  (.\)mniittoo — The  section  reads  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  the  International  Executive  Hoard  can  roconiniend  the  calling 
^  a  general  strike.  A  majority  on  a  referendum  vote  would  be  sufficient  to 
call  a  strike. 

Delegate  Bogers,  District  No.  11 — 1  move  that  we  table  the  amendment. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  22 — A  question  of  information.  T  would  like  to 
know  in  regard  to  the  l)oard  members  having  power  to  call  a  strike.  If  the 
hoard  knows  that  we  have  entered  into  a  joint  agreement,  will  it  be  the  intent 
of  this  clause  to  call  a  strike  in  violation  of  this  joint  agreement  ? 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  might  sjiy  in  reply  to 
the  question  asked  by  Delegate  Gibson,  that  if  this  section  is  adopted  the  l)oard 
will  not  have  the  power  uniler  any  circumstances  to  call  a  general  strike.  A 
rttrike  cannot  be  called,  even  if  this  is  adoi)ted,  until  it  has  been  endorsed  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  our  organization.  The  section  says  that  the  board 
shall  have  jKiwer,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  to  reeomniend  the  calling  of  a  general 
Ktrikey  and  I  presume  before  the  board  would  make  any  recommendation  to  the 
memlters  looking  to  the  calling  of  a  general  susi»ension  the  question  of  existinj; 
(-ontracts  would  be  given  some  consideration  by  the  board. 

.The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 
**Sec.  28.     Questions  coming  l)f»fore  the  ])oard  may  be  de<ided  by  a  unit 
vote  of  its  members,  but  any  member  may  demand  a  roll  call  vote  on  any 
question,  and  shall  have  one  vote,  and  one  ad<1itional  vote  for  each  2,000 
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:&-!&fi«r«.  '.T  majority  tra>-ttMii  thtrreot.  in  guod  standing,  he  represents. 
Wrierr  a  ui'.it  vote  is  taken,  the  three  rtrsident  officers  shall  be  entitled  to 
TOte.  Wh»*n  a  roil  call  votv  is  taken,  they  shall  not  have  that  right  unless 
a  tie  vote  is  cast,  tiien  the  President  shall  oast  tlie  deciding  Tote. " 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  th^t  Section  2S  of  Article  IX  be  adopted 
•-«  recommended  l.y  tie  committee. 

Iielegate  Short,  District  No.  1«» — I  nu.\e  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
-A-riis  in  line  4  --and  one  adlitioual  v..ie  for  each  2.000  members''  and  insert 
•'one  additiunal  Vi-ie  for  eich  10,»An>  niemV-ors. * '     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Btarden,  l>istrict  No.  TJ,  woveil  that  the  amendment  be  laid 
T|^n  tlie  table.     ^^Secoiideii  and  carried.  ■ 

I»elegate  Glackin.  l>i>tri*.t  No.  lu.  uu'>ed  as  a  sul»stitute  for  the  whole,  that 
riLv  reiVrence  to  any  particular  nuinU^r  of  nicml»ers  in  any  district  be  eliminatcti 
aitogether  fn-m  the  resolution,  antj  that  each  district  be  entitled  to  one  vote 
>  II  lire  Int*^riiati«.n;d  Kxcvutive  Hi^ard.  n-gardless  of  the  number  of  members  ii» 
rhe  district. 

VifC-Prcsideut  Hayes — '1  hat  is  not  projierly  a  substitute. 

I»«rlegate  1  herillo.  District  No.  1*J — I  move  that  the  substitute  be  tabled. 

Vicc-Pn^ident  Hayes — The  chair  has  not  entertained  it. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

•*StN-.  29.  The  Pn'sidcpt.  Virc-Prosidoiu  antl  Secretary -Treasurer  shall 
1  0  members  of  the  board  by  virtue  of  their  positions." 

SeiTion  1*9  i»f  Artii'le  IX  ^\as  adopted  a**  nvommended  by  the  committee. 

*•SlM^  3'».  The  l.onrd  shall  be  couvei.cd  upon  the  order  of  the  President, 
■  •r  ly  the  SiN-retary-Trea-iurer  at  the  ro«]uest  of  a  majority  of  the  member*, 
t  li«-reof . ' ' 

S^Hrtion  30  of  Article  IX  was  adt>pted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  31.  When  the  board  is  not  in  session,  the  indi^'idual  members 
thereof  shaU  be  subject  to  the  ilireetiou  i^f  the  President.'' 

Section  31  of  Artiele  IX  ^va"?  adopted  ns  recommended  by  the  committee. 

••Sec.  32.  The  .\i?ditor^  shall  audit  the  arcount*;  of  the  International 
Secretary-Treasurer  semi-annuallv  and  cause  their  report  to  be  published  in 
the  official  Journal." 

Section  32  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

**Sec.  3^.  They  «»hall  also  act  as  the  Credential  Committee  for  Interna 
lional  Conventions  and  shall  meet  at  headquarters  in  sufficient  time  to  en 
able  them  to  make  complete,  printed  report^  i»n  the  morning  of   the   first 
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day's  sesHion  of  the  convention,  of  their  audit  and  of  all  delegates  entitled 
to  seats  in  the  convention,  said  reports  being  printed  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  furnish  each  delegate  with  copies." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  33,  Article  IX,  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Deneve,  District  No.  11 — I  move  that  we  strike  out  the  word 
"they"  in  the  first  line  and  insert  the  words  *'the  auditors.*'     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Scott,  District  No.  12,  moved  that  the  amendment  be  laitl 
upon  the  table.     (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Deneve  was  carried,  and  the  sec- 
tion was  adopted  as  amended. 

^*See.  34.  The  names  of  delegates  whose  seats  are  in  contest  shall  bo 
withheld  from  the  committee's  report  until  the  contest  is  decided." 

Section  34  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

**Sec.  3.5.  The  Tellers  shall  meet  at  headquarters  and  tabulate,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  the  votes  cast  for  Inter 
national  olBcers  by  local  unions  that  have  complied  with  tho  valid  laws  of 
all  branches  of  the  organization." 

Section  35  of  Article  IX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*  *  Sec.  36.  The  votes  of  each  district  shall  be  tabulated  separately  and  con- 
secutively, and  the  votes  of  each  local  union  within  each  district  shall  be  tabu- 
lated separately  and  consecutively,  the  entire  totals  given  and  the  complete  re- 
port printed  and  sent  out  to  the  local  unions  by  the  International  Tellers  not 
later  than  January  15  of  each  election  year." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  36  of  Article  IX  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — Is  it  possible  to  get  those  reports  out  on  the  15tli?  T  under- 
stand the  Tellers  haven't  their  report  completed  yet. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  committee  believes  that 
if  the  Tellers  get  down  to  work  a  report  can  be  sent  to  the  local  unions  by  the 
15th  of  January.  Vou  have  had  three  Tellers  and  one  Alternate  doing  the  work 
this  year,  and  if  this  force  cannot  get  a  report  nut  by  the  15th  of  January, 
then  the  second  Alternate  Teller  can  be  called  in  and  the  work  can  be  accom- 
plished and  the  report  sent  out  by  the  15th  of  January. 

Delegate  "Wilson  (D.),  District  12 — The  election  is  in  December.  How  can 
we  send  out  the  report  in  Januarj'  of  that  year? 
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Delegate  Farriiigton,  Ciminnau  of  the  (.oiniiiittoe — If  the  election  is  heW 
in  December  January  would  be  in  that  election  year. 

Delegate  Savage,  District  6 — I  have  no  objection  to  the  report  going  out  on 
the  15tb  if  it  is  finished  by  that  time.  I  understand  from  the  Tellers  who 
have  counted  the  votes  this  year,  and  they  have  counted  them 
in  former  years,  that  they  have  been  working  night  and  d*y» 
holidays  and  Sundays  almost  all  the  time  since  the  votes  were  cast.  Will  it  w 
possible  for  those  Tellers  to  do  more  next  year  than  they  have  done  this  yc^^' 
T  don 't  believe  it  is  possible,  if  you  get  a  dozen  men  around  the  sheets,  to  g^ 
more  work  done  than  has  been  done  by  four  or  five.  I  don 't  believe  in  plft<^*^8 
anything  in  the  constitution  it  will  lie  impossible  to  perform.  I  believe  ^" 
Tellers  liave  been  doing  their  duty.  Possibly  the  Secretary  of  the  Internati«3'** 
organization  can  tell  us  whether  they  have  or  not. 

Secretary  Perry — T  understand  you  desire  some  information.  From  '"*• 
absolute  knowledge  the  Tellers  have  bof-n  working  faithfully  many  nights  ^^ 
every  day  since  they  came  to  headquarters,  but  they  had  no  trouble  getting  t-t'^* 
report  completed  ready  for  the  convention.  Tt  was  delivered  t^)  the  conven^^-^i 
on  the  third  day.  It  can  be  done  in  future  years.  We  (ailed  an  alterr»^ 
to  assist  in  the  work  so  there  would  be  two  to  tabulate  and  two  to  colW  off. 
constitutes  virtually  two  boards.  By  adopting  that  method  there  is  no  rea^^ 
why  they  cannot  complete  the  work  as  provided  for  in  this  clause. 

Delegate  Hall   (L.),   District   () — I  move  that  we  amend  by  striking  c^ 
** fifteen^'  and  inserting  ** thirty-one.  "     (Secomled.) 

Delegate    Sanders — I   move   that    the   amendment    be    laid    on    the   tab^ 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  <'ommittee  was  carried. 

'^Sec.  37.  The  Tellers  shall  divide  the  legality  of  the  vote  of  any  locf^^ 
union  and  their  report  submitted  to  the  local  unions  shall  be  an  officii^^ 
announcement  of  the  election  to  the  respective  oflices  of  tbe  candidate 
receiving  a  plurality  of  legal  votes  as  shown  on  the  report,  but  should  the^^ 
for  any  reason  refuse  to  tabulate  the  vote  of  any  local,  their  reason  mns^^ 
in  every  instance  be  shown  on  their  report  submitted  to  the  local  unions***** 
and  all  contests  growing  out  of  the  report  shall  be  filed  with  the  Interna--'^ 
tional  Executive  Board,  which  body  shall  have  authority  to  decide  tbe-^^ 
contest. ' ' 

Section  37,  Article  IX,  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  3S.     Delegates  to  the  A.    F.  of  L.  convention  shall  represent  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  in  conventions  of  the  American  Federa- 
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on  of  Labor  and  shaJi  render  a  report  to  the  regular  International  con- 
antion  sueeeeding  the  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  which  they  last  at- 
^nded/' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  38  of  Article  IX  be 
lopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Tyas — In  ease  of  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  section  that  the 
invention  only  assemble  biennially,  how  will  the  delegates  to  the  American 
ederation  of  Labor  convention  get  their  reports  before  the  members? 

Delegate  Harrington — Got  their  reports  before  them  when  they  meet. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  repprt  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

*'Sec.  39.  The  President,  Vice-President  and  Secretary-Treasurer  shall 
ave  their  reports  prepared,  printed  and  ready  for  distribution  on  the  first 
ay  the  convention  convenes.^' 

Section  39,  Article  IX,  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Womack,  Indianapolis,  was  introduced  to  the  convention  by 
renident  White.  Mr.  Woraaek  stated  that  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  former  Presi- 
mt  of  the  International  Union,  would  be  initiated  into  the  Boyal  Order  of 
oose,  at  Anderson,  Ind.,  Tuesday  evening,  and  invited  all  delegates  who  were 
r>rnbers  of  that  organization  to  visit  Anderson  and  be  present  at  the  initia- 
>D.  He  also  invited  the  delegates  to  attend  a  Dutch  lunch  at  the  headquarters 
the  Indianapolis  branch  of  the  organization  at  135  North  Delaware  street, 
Saturday  evening.    He  stated  that  the  invitation  included  all  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Bittner,  secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  continued 
3  report  of  the  committee  as  follows: 

ARTICLE   X. 

— Officers'  Salaries — 

' '  Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  President  shall  be  $3,000  per  annum ; 
ee-President,  $2,500  per  annum;  Secretary-Treasurer.  $2,500  per  annum; 
litor  of  the  official  Journal,  $1,500  per  annum ;  International  Board  members, 
.50  per  day  when  employed;  Tellers,  Auditors  and  delegates  to  the  A.  F.  of 
conventions,  when  employed,  $4.50  per  day.  Each  of  the  above  mentioned 
icen  and  Editor  shall  receive,  in  addition  to  their  salaries,  all  legitimate  ex- 
Dses  ineorred  while  eni|>loyed  by  the  organization  away  from  their  places  of 
lidence. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  Hoconded  that  Section  1  of  Article  X,  as  recom- 
inded  by  the  committee,  be  adopted. 
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A  delegate  moved  as  an  aiiiondiuont  to  the  re[K)rt  of  the  committee    ^^ 
lie  salary  of  the  liitoriiatioiial  President  be  $2,000,  the  salary  of  the  "W^^^ 
'rL'sideiit  and  the  JSecrctary-Treasurcr  each  $1,500,  and  the  salary  of  th^  ^' 
:eriiational  Board  members,  Tellers,  Auditors  aud  delegates  to  the  A.  P.  c^  ^  "* 
$4.00  per  day.     (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  amondment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Lauder,  District  No.  12 — 1  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  ^BN-5^ 
in  line  5  and  line  7  and  inserting  $4.00. 

Delegate  Morgan,  District  No.  22 — I  want  to  offer  as  a  substitute  fo^^^  ^be 
report  of  the  connnilt'^o  that  the  salary  of  the  President  shall  be  $3,500^^-  ^^^ 
salary  of  the  Vice-Presiilent  $3,000,  the  salary  of  the  Secrete ry-Treat^^i"*'' 
$.•^.000,  the  salary  of  the  Editor  of  the  Journal  $1,800,  and  the  others  re^^^"^^ 
at  $4.50.     Is  that  in  order? 

Vice-President  Hayes — 1  did  not  hear  it  seconded.  Therefore,  it  is  nc:^^*" 
order. 

Delegate  Morgan,  District  No.  22 — 1  move  as  a  substitute  that 
salary  of  the  President  be  increased  $500.00  a  year,  the  salaries  of 
Vice-President  and  Secretary-Treasurer  be  increased  $500.00  a  year, 
the  salary  of  the  Editor  increased  $300.00  a  year.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate   Morgan — 1    believe,   according  to  the  size  of  the  United  Nm- 
Workers  of  America,  we  are  paying  to  our  officers  and  organizers  the  most  k^ 
garly  salaries  paid  by  any  labor  organizations  in  the  United  States,  and 
delegates  should  be  ashamed,  after  making  all  sorts  of  demands  for  themsel^^ 
to  refuse  their  officers  an  increase.     The  officers  are  not  asking  for  inereai 
but  they  should  receive  them  just  the  same.     While  the  salaries  look  large 
men  working  in  the  mines,  you  should  keep  in  mind  that  the  men  you  elect 
office  are  compelled  to  go  around  the  country  and  meet  men  who  are  getting 
teen  or  ten  times  as  much  as  they  are,  and  they  have  expenses  you  know  no 
ing  about.    The  delegates  should  be  ashamed  of  the  penurious  spirit  they 
displayed  in  the  last  several  conventions  1  have  attended,  in  refusing  these 
the  slight  advance  in  their  salaries  that  has  been  asked,  when  they  have  fi 
so  valiantly  for  advances  for  you. 

I  don  *t  know  of  very  many  men  working  for  labor  organizations  who 
got  rich.     If  they  have,  they  have  not  got  rich  off  their  salaries,  bat  beeai 
they   grafted    off   the    other    fellows.      We    should    pay    them    good 
and  there  will  be  no  temptation  for  them  to  become  crooked  and  become 
temptible  in  the  eyes  of  our  members.    I  ask  the  delegates  to  this  eonTsnti^^  " 
to  give  this  consideration.     Why,  the  Cement   Workers,  an  organiiatioii 
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less  than  one-fifth  tlie  nionibership  of  this  organizatioD,  have  their  or- 
groing  around  with  a  salary  of  five  dollars  a  day.  I  believe  the  Western 
»n  also  pays  the  organizers  five  dollars  a  day.  However,  I  am  not  snre 
it.    1  am  informed  by  the  brother  here  from  the  Western  Federation 

pay  their  own  expenses  out  of  that.  However,  we  ought  to  take  into 
tion  the  expenses  incurred  by  our  officers  and  pay  them  salaries  that 
'  them  to  live  properly,  not  have  thorn  eating  in  soup  houses  trying  to 
heir  salaries. 

^ate  Robb,  District  11 — The  committee  had  this  question  under  con- 
1.  While  some  of  the  committee  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  dele- 
he  left  in  regard  to  the  salaries  of  the  President,  Vice-President  and 
-Treasurer,  1  believe  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  committee  as  a  whole 
i  to  the  question  of  International  board  members.  It  is  a  matter  of 
knowledge  to  the  delegates  and  to  the  members  at  home  that  in  the 
ears  there  has  never  been  any  recognition  of  the  board  members  in  the 

the  members  have  received.  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  com- 
at  while  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  demands 

framed  to  be  presented  to  the  coming  joint  conference,  the  Interna- 
ard  members  should  have  this  advance. 

jate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — In  order  to  get  this  matter  intelligently  before  the 
n  it  would  be  well  to  divide  the  section  into  different  items.    As  one 
[  am  not  opposed  to  an  advance  in  the  salaries  of  the  officers, 
ve  to  divide  the  section  and  take  up  the  different  items  of  salaries  sep- 

( Seconded  by  Delegate  Flyzik.) 

a^te  Hughes  (T.),  District  6 — I  move  to  table  the  motion  offered  by 
Lewis.     (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

^ate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — That  is  in  accordance  with  the  way  we  have  al- 
e  in  dealing  with  this  subject.  If  this  motion  to  divide  is  adopted  we 
up  first  the  salary  of  the  President,  then  the  salary  of  the  Vice-Presi- 

so  on.    We  have  now  a  discussion  before  the  convention  as  to  the  ad- 

of  advancing  the  salary  of  the  President,  but   someone  is  talking 

board  members  and  someone  else  about  some  other  item.  I  think  they 
t  taken  up  separately. 

^te  Dilley,  District  12 — I  think  we  are  burning  a  lot  of  hot  air  here 
ng.     I  am  sure  I  can  guarantee  to  our  International  board  members 

are  not  anywhere  near  the  poor  farm  or  likely  to  go  there, 
jate  Flyzik — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.     The  question  is  on  the  motion 
the  section. 
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Vioo-Prefident  HayeH — The  s[>eaker  will  confine  himself  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  house. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  No.  13 — I  move  as  a  substitnte  for  the  whole 
that  the  salaries  of  our  officers  be  increased  or  decreased  according  to 
the  wage  scale. 

Vice-President  FTaypM — Tho  anhstitnte  is  not  in  order.  The  qnestion  is  to 
separate  the  motion. 

The  motion  offered  hy  Delegate  Lewis,  to  divide  the  section,  was  carried. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  first  item  is  **The 
President's  salary  shall  be  $.3,000.*' 

Delegate  Moore,  District  No.  6 — I  move  that  the  salary  of  the  Interna- 
tional President  be  $3,000.00  per  annum.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  2.5 — I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  necessary  to 
entertain  Mr.  Moore's  motion.  The  motion  was  to  separate  the  committee's  re- 
port.   The  committee's  report  says  $3,000. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  (> — A  point  of  order. 

Vioe- President  Hayes — The  chair  does  not  sustain  the  objection  offered 
by  Delegate  Mooney. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate 
Moore  be  laid  upon  the  table.     (Seconded  but  not  cArried.) 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Moore,  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Interna- 
tional President  at  $3,000  per  annum  was  wirried. 

Delegate  Grills,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  Vice-President's 
salary  remain  $2,500.00  a  year.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  i^nney,  District  5 — 1  move  to  amend  that  the  Vice-President's 
salary  be  $3,000  a  year. 

V  icc-r resident  Hayes — The  chair  will  rule  that  amendment  out  of  order. 

Delegate  l?1nney — A  question  of  information.  I  understood  the  resolu- 
tion passed  a  few  minutes  ago  raised  the  salary  of  the  International  Presi- 
dent to  $3,500  a  year. 

Vice-President  Hayes — You  are  mistaken.     The  salary  remains  at  $3,000. 

Delegate  Finney — Auen  J   will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Delegate  Morgan,  District  22 — T  would  like  to  move  that  the  salaries  of  all 
the  International  ofiicers  be  increased  the  same  amount  as  the  scale  in  Southern 
Illinois  was  increased  last  year. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Grills,  tliat  the  Vice-President's  salary 
remain  at  $2,o00  per  annum,  was  carried. 

Delegate   Gibson,  District  22 — I  rise   to  object  to  the  Vice-President 
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occlipTing  the  chair  when  wc  have  such  important  questions  affecting  the 
officers  before  us. 

Vice  President  Hayes — The  chair  desires  to  invite  President  Gibson  of 
LHstrict  22,  to  occupy  the  chair.  Tlie  chair- takes  great  pleasure  in  turning 
the  gavel  over  to  President  Gibson  of  Wyoming. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  22,  in  the  chair. 

Chairman  Gibson — I  am  pleased  with  the  honor  conferred  upon  me.  I 
understand  the  question  of  the  Secretary 's  salary  is  now  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Grills,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  salary  of  the  Secretary - 
Treasurer  remain  at  $2,500  a  year.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Dilley,  District  12 — I  consider  this  nothing  more  than  child's 
play.     Time  is  being  consumed  and  nothing  done. 

Chairman  Gibson — ^You  ought  to  be  proud  to  be  one  of  the  children. 

The  motion  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer 's  salary  remain  at  $2,500  a  year 
was  carried. 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  salary  of  the  editor  of 
the  Journal  be  $1,500  a  year.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Boner,  District  7 — I  move  that  we  accept  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mittee's  report.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.)— I  raise  a  point  of  order  on  that  motion.  The 
eonvention  has  already  decided  to  take  these  matters  up  separately. 

Chairman  Gibson — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  that  the  wages  of  the 
board  members  be  $4  a  day.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  12 — I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  $4.00  and  inserting  $4.50.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — I  am  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  which  is  the  report  of  the  committee.  The 
committee  realized  that  when  they  attempted  to  raise  the  salaries  of  any  of 
the  employes  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  they  were  going  to  have  a  worse 
howl  set  up  by  the  delegates  to  the  convention  than  the  operators  will  hear 
this  week,  when  the  miners  ask  them  for  an  increase  in  wages.  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  any  of  the  coal  operators  will  ask  the  representatives  of  the  miners  to 
sit  down  when  they  are  up  presenting  the  demands  of  the  miners.  We  be- 
lieve the  International  board  members  should  receive  an  advance  in  wages, 
because  for  a  great  number  of  years  the  salaries  of  the  International  board 
members  have  remained  stationary  and  the  wage  of  the  miners,  regardless 
of  what  some  of  them  may  say,  have  been  increased  during  that  time.     We 
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helicvo  that  $4.50  per  day  is  the  Hahiry  thnt  should  be  paid  Internatio«>*^ 
board  members. 

When  the  delegates  were  passing  upon  the  constitution  at  the  beginnL*^!^ 
of  the  report  of  the  committee,  they  stated  that  although  they  realized  tl»-^^^ 
the  preamble  could  not  be  fulfilled  at  the  present  time,  the  United  Mi  :*^^ 
Workers  of  America,  as  an  organization,  was  setting  a  standard  they  hop^K^*^ 
to  attain  and  thoy  hoped  others  would  follow.     We  believe  that  along  wL   "♦  "^ 
the  other  standard  and  along  with  resolutions  that  do  not  amount  to  &J^^  y 
thing  when  it  comes  to  something  substantial,  that  means  something  to  t      -*** 
mine  workers  of  the  country,  they  should  set  a  standard  also.     Other  lab"»-  *^^ 
organizations  pay  more  salary  than  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Ameridi:^^'^*- 
We  believe  that  $4.50  a  day  is  fair  and  just  to  thi*  board  members.    We  re  i^^f*-^' 
ize  how  unpopular  it  would  be  to  bring  in  such  a  report,  but  that  is  the  cc — -^  *' 
viction  of  the  committee  and  we  are  going  to  present  arguments  to  this  c< — ^-*^ 
vontion  with  the  same  courage  and  the  same  conviction,  and  we  expect  c^  *^'' 
ioj>re8entatives  to  present  our  demands  to  the  coal  operators. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  I*.) — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  pay  bo»-  ^^ 
members  $4.50  a  day.    The  board  members  of  this  organization  have  nev^^^ 
been  paid  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other  officers.    I  am  not  talking  no'*' 
as  an  officer  either,  but  I  have  been  an  officer.    If  the  board  members  ar<^ 
not  worth  $4.50  a  day  we  should  elect  men  who  are.    I  haven't  any  respect 
for  the  men  in  a  deliberative  body  who  say:  **Sit  down,"  because  they  don't 
know  what  they  are  talking  about  when  they  say  it.    I  think  it  is  time  for 
us  as  a  convention  to  right  what  T  believe  has  been  a  wrong  existing  for  a 
number  of  years.     Wc  cannot  help  the  fellows  who  have  gone,  who  have 
served  on  the  board  and  were  not  paid  enough,  but  we  can  fix  a  standard 
now. 

While  I  don't  know  who  will  present  the  demands  of  the  miners  to  the 
operators  when  they  meet  here,  I  don't  want  any  of  our  representatives  to 
go  before  them  and  have  the  operators  say,  **Why,  yon  don't  believe  in 
advances.  You  didn  't  give  your  officials  any  advance,  and  consequently  you 
cannot  expect  any  yourselves."  I  believe  men  ought  to  bo  paid  wages  in 
accordance  with  the  responsibility  of  their  work.  When  men  have  responsi- 
bility on  their  shoulders  and  they  are  not  able  to  do  the  work,  that  fact 
ought  to  be  made  known  to  the  men  at  home,  and  if  the  men  at  home  don  *t 
want  to  know  anything  at  all  about  the  efficiency,  the  intelligence  and  the 
ability  of  the  men  on  the  board,  they  ought  to  pay  the  freight  whether  they 
like  it  or  not.    That  is  how  I  feel  about  the  matter. 
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1  consider,  as  one  member  of  this  organization,  that  the  International 
t^oaj-d  members  when  they  are  doing  their  duty  by  the  organization,  by  the 
f^^Dfibership  and  themselves,  should  be  paid.  I  don't  care  what  other  or- 
r«^*iization8  pay — I  don't  care  anything  about  that.  Every  one  of  us  knows 
t  l>oard  member  assumes  a  responsibility,  if  he  is  honest  with  himself,  sec- 
^■*<3  only  to  that  of  the  President,  I  believe  in  paying  the  board  member  for 
*^^  brains  and  ability  he  possesses  and  not  for  the  number  of  votes  he 
ossesses. 

I>elegate  Wilson   (D.),  District  12 — I  rise  at  this  time  to  oppose  the 

**^oxnmendation  of  the  committee  and  the  motion  before  the  house  to  raise 

^^^     salary  of  the  board  members  to  $4.50  a  day.     The  board  members  are 

^^<1   four  dollars  a  day  at  the  present  time  and  that  is  more  than  the  miners 

^     t;lie   United  States  make  at  any  time.     We  have  a  board  member  from 

^^^ois  who  in  the  last  year  of  this  organization  worked  326  days  for  the 

*^^«iization.     His  salary  and  expenses  have  amounted  to  $11.46  for  every 

^y    lie  wag  employed)  y©t  he  sits  on  this  committee  and  advocates  raising 

^*    *«tlary  fifty  cents  a  day,  bringing  it  to  over  twelve  dollars. 

delegate  Conners,  District  21 — ^It  is  not  a  question  with  me  as  to  the 
^^Hty  or  qualifications  of  the  International  board  members,  it  is  a  question 
^  "Whether  we  can  afford  to  put  this  burden  on  the  United  Mine  Workers 
^^  America.    The  revenue  we  obtain  for  the  running  ex7)enses  of  this  orgaui- 
^tion  comes  from  the  miners  at  home.     There  are  some  of  them,  if  you 
P^^aae,  who  applied  for  exoneration  when  they  weren  't  making  four  dollars 
*  Week.    There  is  a  condition  of  affairs  that  exists  in  some  parts  of  District 
21  that  should  bo  taken  into  consideration.     In  Mine  18,  Jenny  Lind,  they 
are  getting  from  two  to  three  cars  a  day  and  they  are  not  averaging  $1.75. 
The  does  and  assessments  are  $1.25,  $1.50  and  $1.75.     They  averaged  that 
for  the  last  year.     Some  of  those  men  want  to  know  why  this  large  ex- 
pense is  placed  on  the  organization. 

You  propose  to  raise  the  salary  of  a  Board  member  fifty  cents  a  day. 
That  is  all  right!  That  sounds  good!  And  delegates  say,  ''How  are  you 
going  to  ask  the  operators  for  an  advance  f"  I  think  it  is  a  good  argu 
meni  to  put  up  to' the  operators  that  we  cannot  afford  to  raise  the  salaries 
of  our  Board  members  because  the  members  of  the  organization  are  not 
making  enough  to  justify  them  in  paying  the  dues  and  assessments  they 
are  paying  at  the  present  time.  These  things  arc  conditions  that  some 
delegates  are  too  apt  to  forget.  I  haven't  the  least  criticism  to  offer  of 
any  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board  or  the  officers  as  a  whole. 
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r.  .*  I  lion 't  K<?li«*v«-  lu  the  it*»lii-y  of  nti^ing  them  up  mnd  giving  themmOtt*^' 
"iat  dho'iM  >t  i!:*#»il  tn  fnrthor  tbt*  advanroment  of  the  cause  of  the  Uni***^ 
Mine  \Vf.rkei>  of  Aniorira  Tlie  probability  is  that  we  will  have  fouT  ® 
five  months'  su'»|»en>iori.  Tht-  amount  of  money  involved  in  this  adv»^ 
:.'•  r->r  rnnrh.  but  it  ^%ill  ^^  a  liuig  way  to  feed  some  of  the  hungry  fami" 
»>-  will  have  in  our  mining  camps  throu^rhout  the  eonntnr  if  we  have  a^* 
[•^.-nsion.  ^ 

IlpleKati-    Farrinj^^n.    Chairman    of    the    Committee — Mr.    GhainnaHf 
•ion't  want  to  speak  either  for  or  against  the  motion  now  under  eonsidef'^ 
tion  by  the  convention;  but  lest  some  false  impression  may  prevail  in  tl^ 
minds  of  this  delegation  I  want  to  speak  relative  to  two  insinuations  tha^ 
have  been  made  by  two  of  the  speakers.     One  speaker  said  he  believed  iv 
paying  Board  members  in  accordance  with  their  ability  and  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  number  of  votes  they  carried.     For  the  benefit  of  this  organi- 
sation r  want  to  say  that  I  have  the  greatest  voting  strength  of  any  mem- 
ber on  the  International  Executive  Board.     Another  insinuation  I  want  to 
refer  to  was  made  by  a  speaker  who  said  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  an  averaire  expense  of  eleven  dollars  a  day.  and  that  he  came  before 
the  convi  ution  trviug  to  increase  his  own  salary  to  $4.50  a  day.     Gentlemen. 
T  am  not  K"i'i^  to  answer  those  insinuations  myself,  but  I  am  going  to  ask 
the  President  of  this  organization  to  tell  this  delegation  as  to  whether  my 
♦»xpen«*-  arcounr    \\'.\<    been    exorbitant,    or    as    to    whether    I    have    rendered 
vnluaMc  service  to  this  organization. 

Delegate  Helnier,  District  12 — I  made  the  amendment  providing  that 
the  salaries  of  the  Board  members  be  $4 ..50  a  day.  and  when  I  did  it  I  was 
honest  in  my  conviction.  T  have  not  hud  as  much  experience  as  a  majority 
of  the  past  oflfi<*ers  have  had;  but  T  have  had  enough  to  know  it  is  neeessar}* 
for  a  Board  member  to  be  paid  $4.;">0  a  day.  One  speaker  said  he  was  not 
talking  as  an  oflicor.  T  am  talking  as  an  officer.  I  am  a  state  executive 
t>oard  member,  but  it  will  only  last  until  the  first  of  April.  Then  I  expect 
lo  go  baek  into  the  mines  and  pay  tines  and  assessments.  And  I  expect 
to  go  ba<-k  to  Illinois  and  answer  to  the  membership  for  voting  to  give  an 
Internatiohal  ufti<'or  a  proper  salary.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  in  a  con- 
vention in  Illinois  when  the  officers  had  their  salaries  raised,  the  Board 
members  l:t=ing  raised  from  .^.^.."^0  a  <lay  to  $4.50.  One  delegate  there  made 
:•  pO]>ulaT  plea,  he  marlc  a  fjrandstand,  and  then  after  the  session  hit  one 
of  the  Board  jnembers  for  a  loan. 

There  is  not  a  Board  member  in  this  organization  who  is  not  worke*! 
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^o  the  extreme  limit,  and  overtime.  This  is  what  he  hears,  *'Have  you  a 
iiAl:t  dollar  or  a  dollar  on  you  that's  not  working!  I  will  see  you  in  a  day 
^^  two," — but  he  doesn't;  he  forgets  all  about  it.  I  have  had  the  experi- 
iO<*e  since  I  have  been  a  Board  member  of  having  a  member  of  the  or- 
ganization say,  ** George,  lend  me  five  dollars.  I  won't  say  anything  about 
*    *  "^   yoti  don't."     lie  hasn't  said  a  word  about  it  since! 

If  a  Board  member  is  not  getting  a  salary  that  will  allow  him  to  go 

''^     I>roper  company,  to  go  into  hotels  and  respectable  places,  what  do  yon 

eSl"*€H?t  of  thoin?     What  do  you  expe<'t  your  men  are  going  to  dot     T  haven't 

see^  a  Board  member  here  who  is  better  dressed  than  the  delegates  are. 

1  ^m  only  glad  to  say  as  one  delegate  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  increase, 

•'^^  I  hope  the  amendment  offered  by  myself  will  be  adopted.     If  it  is  it 

^'^M  be  one  of  the  best  clauses  in  this  constitution  you  have  voted  for. 

I  have  had  three  years'  experience  as  a  Board  member.     It  is  an  honor 

•'^d  I  am  proud  of  it.     There  is  not  a  man  in  my  territory  who  can  stat*» 

that  at  any  time  that   I  have  not   fought   to   get   all   the  miners  could   get, 

and  now  I  am  going  to  fight  to  give  the  officers  a  reasonable  salary.     I  am 

going  back  to  the  pick.     The  only  thing  that  is  responsible  for  it  is  that 

not  enough  members  voted  for  me  to  keep  me  out  of  the  mines.     I  hope 

this  convention  will  realize  that  the  amendment  is  made  in  a  spirit  of  fair- 

netta.     When  I  go  back  to  the  mines  I  will  help  to  pay  it,  and  I  will  go 

among  the  rank  and  file  and  say,  "Yes,  I  voted  for  the  raise.     I  stood  an<i 

fought  for  your  raise  in  1910,  and  as  I  expect  to  stay  in  the  field  and  help 

make  the  contract    for   the   next   two   years,   or   whatever   the  time   may   be, 

I  will  fight  for  a  raise  for  the  members  in  1912. 

I  may  be  criticised;  T  expect  to  be  criticised  on  the  floor  of  this  con- 
vention for  making  the  amendment.  That  is  natural.  Any  man  who  can- 
not make  enemies  or  have  enemies  in  this  convention  is  absolutely  no  good. 
Any  man  who  has  no  opposition  has  something  queer  about  him — don't  take 
tbat  as  personal,  Secretary  Perry.  A  salary  of  $4.50  a  day  is  not  much  for 
a  Board  member.  I  want  to  tell  you  right  now  that  I  question  very  serious- 
ly the  ability  of  any  Board  member  or  officer  to  say  that  he  is  not  asked 
for  a  dime  or  a  quarter  every  day  by  some  delegate.  I  may  be  asked  for 
an  explanation  of  my  reasons  for  making  the  amendment  to  advance  the 
salaries  of  the  Board  member  before  we  receive  our  advance.  In  our  last 
scale  meeting  in  Illinois  the  operators  said,  "You  are  awfully  anxious  to 
raise  the  wages  of  your  constituents  at  homo,  but  they  don't  want  to  rais;> 
your  wages.'' 
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I  know  the  members  of  the  International  Executive  Board  would  b€  in 
an  eml^arrasBing  position  if  they  took  the  floor  to  ask  for  this  raise.  I  h4Te» 
had  three  years'  experience  on  a  district  board,  and  I  knoiv  the  IntematioDil 
board  members  are  not  paid  what  they  ought  to  be.  If  you  paid  the  men  in 
the  past  what  you  should  have  paid  you  would  not  have  lost  some  of  the  ma- 
terial you  did,  and  t'len  cursed  them  for  leaving  you.  A  good  man  is  cheap 
at  any  price  and  a  poor  one  is  dear  at  any  price. 

Delegate  (iennor.  District  12 — T  nni  not  going  to  consume  much  time  in 
quarreling  as  to  how  we  can  expend  the  finances  of  our  organization,  hocause 
that  is  not  the  chief  mission  of  our  organization.  There  are  just  a  few  thiugs 
1  want  to  point  out  that  we  should  take  into  consideration  in  determining  this 
question.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  obligations  an  official  must 
meet.  Fortunately  or  unfortunately  I  happen  to  be  one  of  those  officials  my- 
self. I  notice,  however,  that  in  spite  of  all  the  complaints  that  are  offered 
about  the  financial  burdens  and  the  financial  encumbrnnces  of  officials  they  are 
usually  candidates  for  re-election. 

The  argument  has  been  presented  here  that  the  miners  received  an  increase 
year  before  last,  and  that  because  of  that  increase  in  their  earnings  the  Board 
members  ought  also  to  receive  an  increase.     Tt  is  true  the  miners  received  an 
increase.     It  is  likewise  true  that  in  a  great  number  of  states  the  niunher  ot 
working  days  were  decreased  and  the  actual  earnings  of  the  miners  last  yea' 
were  lower  than  they  wore  the  year  previous.     Let  us  use  a  few  figures.    The 
average  nimiber  of  days  for  a  Board  member,  or  the  average  number  of  days 
he  is  under  pay,  is  at  least  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  per  month.     Figure  that 
at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  a  day  and  you  will  find  he  has  a  monthly  income  of 
$100  or  $104  and  an  income  per  annum  of  over  $1,200.     The  average  number 
of  working  days  in  Illinois  last  year  was  167,  and  every  mine  worker  in  Illinois 
did  not  make  four  dollars  a  day.    Agreeing  that  the  average  earning  was  four 
dollars  a  day,  an  average  of  167  days  a  year  would  only  amount  to  $668  a  year. 

Another  reason  why  I  object  to  the  increase  in  the  pay  of  the  Board  mem- 
bers is  that  I  cannot  understand  whnt  basis  of  compilation  is  used  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  Board  members  and  not  increase  the  salaries  of  the  President, 
Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Editor  of  the  JoumaL  If  one  is 
entitled  to  an  increase  it  appears  they  all  are.  This  ratio  of  salary  has  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years  and  this  question  has  never  been  raised  until  now. 
If  it  was  equitable  before  it  must  be  e(|uitable  now.  From  what  I  have  seen 
of  Board  members  and  other  otticials,  ]>hysically  and  financially,  so  far  as  1 
know  they  are  not  very  much  abused. 
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Delegate  Robb,  DiHtrict  11 — I  do  not  want  to  mislead  the  convention  in 
rd  to  the  position  of  the  committee.  I  want  to  tell  this  delegation  that  that 
just  exactly  the  thing  the  committee  was  trying  to  do,  be  just  to  the  mem- 
lip.  Within  ten  years  our  wages  have  been  advanced  18  per  cent.,  but 
lat  time  the  International  Executive  Board  members  did  not  have  their 
«  advanced  at  nil.  There  is  another  fact  that  has  to  be  considered.  The 
of  living  today,  as  all  our  people  know,  is  entirely  out  of  proportion  to 
it  was  ten  years  ago,  an.i  the  man  who  has  to  live  today  on  a  common 
y  is  the  man  who  is  up-  against  it.  The  question  was  debated  in  the  com- 
ie  in  all  its  different  phases,  and  at  no  time  did  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
5€  have  anything  to  say  in  the  matter,  and  he  had  no  vote  in  the  matter. 
18  entirely*  in  the  hands  of  six  members  of  the  committee.  While  this  ques- 
^as  being  considered  he  took  no  part  whatever.  I  think  if  you  will  study 
>eT8ouTiel  of  the  committee  you  will  understand  it  was  not  dominated  by 
member.  If  any  man  in  this  convention  believes  I  could  be  swayed  by  any 
idual  member  of  the  committee,  then  I  don't  think  you  should  take  much 
:  in  lue. 

The  question  of  popularity  always  appeals  to  some  of  you,  but  at  some 
9  in  our  history  it  is  essential  to  advocate  questions  we  believe  are  un- 
lar,  but  consistent  with  the  general  advocacy  of  modern  trades  unionism, 
helieve  if  the  status  of  the  laboring  man  is  ever  to  be  raised  we  are  the 
le  who  ought  to  lead  the  van,  and  if  we  expect  to  make  any  impression 
be  people  we  will  meet  in  the  next  few  days  we  ought  to  set  an  example, 
use  we  cannot  all  fill  these  offices  we  should  not  try  to  bring  down  those 
are  filling  them.  I  don't  see  where  we  can  set  a  better  example  than  to 
properly  the  men  we  elect  to  do  the  work  of  our  organization. 
Delegate  McCullough,  District  o — I  am  in  favor  of  $4.50  a  day  for  Inter- 
mal  Executive  Board  members.  It  may  not  be  a  popular  position,  but  I 
r  was  very  often  on  the  popular  side.  I  don't  know  whether  it  would 
Y  benefit  the  Board  members  to  got  the  $4-50  a  day  or  not.  When  I  was 
le  International  Executive  Board  I  always  opposed  a  raise  in  my  wages, 
[  wanted  an  increase  in  my  expense  account,  for  I  found  the  larger  part 
y  salary  went  into  the  expense  account. 

[  am  in  favor  of  the  International  Executive  Board  members  receiving 
>  a  day,  because  they  and  the  organizers  are  the  poorest  paid  workers  on 
official  staff  of  the  organization,  either  district  or  International.  The  In- 
itional  Board  members  and  organizers  are  the  ones  who 'have  to  do  the 
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undeHirable  work.     They  are  tbe  uiies  who  go  into  the  non-union  fields  of  this 
country.    They  are  the  ones  who  are  constantly  away  from  their  homes. 

Brother  Germer  said,  **Why  not  raise  the  salaries  of  the  other  offieeni" 
There  is  quite  a  difference  between  the  salaries  of  the  International  oiBeen 
and  the  International  Board  members,  and  I  want  to  say  the  IntematioDal 
Board  members  do  as  much  work  as  the  International  officers  do,  and  m; 
experience  while  I  was  on  the  B<:)ard  is  that  they  like  good  things  to  eat  and 
as  much  of  them  as  the  International  oilicers,  and  therefore  they  were  in  need 
of  as  much  money  as  th&  other  fellows.  For  several  years  back  resolutions 
have  been  presented  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  International  Board  members. 
I  never  spoke  in  favor  of  it  in  those  days  when  I  was  on  the  Board.  Like  some 
of  the  others,  I  am  paying  my  dues  to  the  organization  from  digging  eoal,  and 
I  am  willing  to  help  pay  the  salaries  of  the  International  Executive  Board  roon- 
bers.  I  believe  they  are  entitled  to  it.  and  1  believe  the  organizers  are  entitled 
to  more  money  than  they  are  getting.  1  am  in  favor  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee — $4.;')0  a  day. 

Delegate  Harlan,  District  !(► — Sim^e  this  <liscussion  started,  as  I  am  very 
fond  of  figuring  out  propositions,  I  started  a  little  figuring^  I  find  this  in- 
crease of  50  cents  a  day  for  the  Hoard  memlwrs  will  mean  the  terrible  expense 
of  $4,000  a  year  or  1  1-3  cents  per  member  per  year. 

Delegate  Muss,  District  21 — Inasmuch  as  many  delegates  have  stated  that 
the  Board  members  have  to  confront  great  dangers,  I  want  to  speak  of  the 
dangers  the  miners  have  to  face.  They  have  to  breathe  artificial  air.  The 
Board  members  are  not  so  much  affected  by  the  high  cost  of  living  as  we  are, 
l>ecause  their  expenses  arc  paid.    I  am  opposed  to  the  increase  of  50  cents  a  day. 

Delegate  Lewis,  District  No.  13 — I  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  in- 
crease received  by  the  International  Executive  Board  members  be  equiv- 
alent to  that  the  miners  will  receive  in  the  next  contract. 

Delegate  Thurman,  District  Xo.  6 — I  move  that  debate  on  this  questioi 
cease.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Chairmau  Gibson — The  question  is  on  the  motion  to  advance  the  wages  of 
the  International  Board  members  to  $4.50  a  day.  All  in  favor  of  that  will  rise 
and  be  counted. 

President  White — The  amendment  of  Delegate  Helmer  was  not  necessary. 
The  amendment  of  the  delegate  from  District  ()  is  the  one  that  should  be  put. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — May  I  ask  the  chair  if  he  did  not  state  that  all 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  make  it  $4.50  a  day  wiU  rise  and  be  counted? 

Chairman  Gibson — Yes,  but  they  have  not  been  counted  yet. 
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President  White — I  am  not  taking  exceptions  to  the  chairman's  ruling, 
but  if  we  are  going  to  consider  a  committee's  report,  we  cannT)t  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  in  this  instance  the  committee  recommended  that  the  salary 
of  the  Board  members  be  $4.50  per  day.  The  only  amendment  that  can  be 
considered  at  this  time  is  the  amendment  of  the  delegate  in  the  rear,  that 
$4.50  be  stricken  from  the  report  and  $4.00  substituted.  The  amendment 
offered  by  Delegate  Helmer  certainly  was  not  in  order,  because  that  is  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Helmer — If  I  knew  that  was  the  status  of  the  question  before 
the  house*  my  amendment  would  not  have  been  made.  I  was  back  here 
-where  I  could  not  hear  all  that  was  being  said.  However,  I  am  still  in 
favor  of  the  $4.50  a  day. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  We  have  already 
taken  half  the  vote.     We  understand  we  are  voting  for  $4.50  a  day. 

Chairman  Gibson — The  Secretary  did  not  get  the  count.  The  chair 
-will  now  put  the  motion  that  the  Board  members  get  four  dollars  a  day. 
All  in  favor  of  that  motion  will  rise. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  Chairman  Giljson  stated  that  the  motion 
to  fix  the  wages  of  International  Executive  Board  members  at  four  dollars 
per  day  was  carried. 

Delegate  Deneve,  District  11 — I  move  that  President  White  take  the 
chair. 

Chairman  Gibson — The  chair  will  not  entertain  the  motion  until  the 
rest  of  this  section  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  12 — Isn  't  the  business  before  the  house  now 
the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee  as  amended! 

Chairman  Gibson — 'So.  The  salaries  of  the  Tellers,  Auditors  and  dele- 
^tes  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  have  not  been  fixed. 

Delegate  McClary — I  move  that  the  salaries  of  the  Tellers,  Auditors  and 
Delegates  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  $4.00  per  day.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Vice-President  Hayes  in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Section  1  of  Article  X  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  chair  desires  to  say  that  when  he  called 
president  Gibson  of  Wyoming. to  the  chair  he  did  not  do  so  because  he 
•vrantcd  to  humiliate  President  Gibson,  but  because  he  recognized  the  pro- 
priety Of  the  objection  offered  to  an  officer  presiding  when  the  question  of 
the   salaries  of  ofSeials  was  being  considered.     That  was  the  purpose  the 
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chair  liad  in  calling   President  Gibson  to  preside,  and  I  want  to 
for  assuming  this  role. 

'^  Section  2.  The  salaries  of  other  employes  shall  be  fixed  by  the  UUf 
national  Executive  Board." 

Section  2  of  Article*  X  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

ABTIOLE  XI. 
— Nomination  and  Election  of  Officen — 

** Section  J.  The  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Int** 
national  Board  members,  Auditors,  Tellers  and  delegates  to  the  AmerieU 
Federation  of  Labor  conventions  shall  be  elected  by  a  referendum  vote 
of  tlie  members,  except  as  elsewhere  herein  provided,  the  candidate!  ^ 
the  respective  positions  receiving  a  plurality  of  legal  votes  east,  ihtO  ^ 
declared  elected,  except  as  restricted  by  Sections  1  and  2  of  Article  YJil." 

.Delegate  Fyfe,  District  No.  11 — I  move  to  amend  by  atiUdng  out  t^ 
words  "International  Board  members,"  and  offer  aa  a  -sabstitate  tki^ 
the  district  presidents  shall  constitute  the  International  Board. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  motion  is  not  in  order.  The  convaiiti*" 
has  already  decided  that  question. 

Delegate  Wallace,  District  No.  11 — I  move  to  strike  out  the  woi^ 
''International  Board  members"  in  line  2.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — As  chairman  of  ^ 
euiiimittee  I  want  to  explain  to  the  delegation  that  if  this  claoee  la  adopted  ^ 
the  convention  it  does  not  destroy  the  right  of  districts  to  eleet  their  own  Is* 
emational  Board  members.  That  matter  is  covered  by  other  sections  of  the 
committee 's  report.  Tlie  Board  members  will  be  elected  imder  this  section  just 
the  same  as  they  Iiave  been  in  previous  years,  with  the  exception  that  their 
names  will  api>ear  on  the  International  ballot  instead  of  on  the  respective  dis- 
trict l>allot8,  but  each  district  will  still  vote  .only  for  its  own  Intemati<nal 
Board  member. 

Delegate  Savage,  District  6 — I  am  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
when  it  states  that  the  names  of  the  International  Board  members  shall  be 
printed  on  the  International  ballot.  I  believe  the  system  we  have  now  of  eaeh 
district  electing  its  own  International  Board  member  is  the  best  system  we  csa 
adopt.  I  believe  the  policy  [>ursued  now,  of  the  district  electing  its  own  Board 
member  when  its  district  officers  are  elet'ted,  is  the  proper  one.  I  oppose  the 
reconmiendation  of  the  committee  for  the  reason  that  some  districts  hold  their 
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ns  at  different  times  from  the  International  eleetion.    I  believe  elections 

remain  as  they  are. 

elegate  Harlin — I  rise  to  support  the  amendment  for  the  reasons  stated 
legate  Sayage.  To  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  will  do 
with  what.  I  think  a  more  democratic  plan  of  elections  we  have  in  our 
t  than  the  one  proposed  by  the  committee.    A  member  must  have  a  ma- 

of  all  the  votes  cast  before  he  can  represent  the  membership  of  that 
t.  I  believe  it  is  better  to  have  the  International  Executive  Board  mem- 
)cted  with  the  district  ofScers. 

elegate  Glackin,  District  10 — I  am  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of 
mmittee  because  it  only  provides  for  a  plurality  vote.  If  there  are  six 
iates  for  International  Board  member  the  one  receiving  a  plurality  will 
lared  elected.  In  most  of  the  districts  the  International  Board  member 
IS  a  district  candiate  and  must  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast. 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  * '  International  Board 
)r"  from  that  section. 

elegate  Holt,  District  21 — I  am  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
1  favor  of  the  amendment,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  by  the  preceding 
ITS.  I  cannot  see  why  the  committee  has  taken  the  authority  to  say  how 
striets  shall  elect  their  International  Board  members.  In  our  district 
temational  Board  member  must  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  that 
t  before  he  can  be  elected.  Under  this  constitution  he  will  appear  on  the 
ational  ballot  and  the  plurality  vote  will  elect  him.  I  cannot  see  why 
invention  should  go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  taking  the  authority 
the  districts  to  say  in  what  manner  they  shall  elect  their  offtcials. 
resident  White  in  the  chair. 

elegate  Hall  (lu),  District  6 — I  am  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of 
mmittee  and  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  inasmuch  as  the  amendment  to 
)  IX,  Section  2,  this  morning,  regarding  the  election  of  Board  members, 
ed  that  in  case  of  a  vacancy  the  members  of  the  district  organization 
fill  the  vacancy.  For  that  reason  I  think  they  should  be  placed  on  the 
t  ballot  instead  of  the  International  ballot. 

resident  White— The  chair  is  going  to  state  that,  inasmuch  as  nobody 
Udng  iu  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  we  are  wasting  valuable 

elegate  Qermer — I  move  that  debate  cease  on  the  question.  (Seconded 
irried.) 
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The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Wallace  was  carried,  and  the  w^ 
of  the  committee,  a?  amended,  was  adopted. 

'*Sec.  2.  The  term  of  office  of  all  International  officers  shall  begin  April  1 
following  their  election. ' ' 

Section  2  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*  *  Sec  3.  The  next  election  of  International  officers  ahall  be  held  on  tke 
second  Tuesday  in  December,  1912,  and  the  officers  elected  shall  serve  for  > 
{)eriod  of  two  years  and  future  elections  shall  be  held  on  the  second  TusBday  i> 
December  of  each  alternate  year  thereafter.  *  * 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  3  of  Article  XI  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  committee 's  report  ^ 
the  election  of  International  officers  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tnesday  ^ 
December  in  each  year.     (Seconded.) 

I  think  the  present  method  of  electing  our  International  offidals  \s  ^ 
best  that  has  even  been  devised.  I  think  it  is  a  whole  lot  more  democratie  ^ 
more  in  conformity  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  organization  the* 
to  elect  every  two  years.  If  they  are  elected  every  year  th^  will  be  leow 
responsive  to  the  wishes  of  the  membership  than  if  they  are  eleeted  eveiy  tw 
years.  I  don't  intend  to  cast  any  reflections  on  our  present  officials,  beeavK 
I  believe  a  cleaner  set  of  officials  were  never  elected  by  the  United  Mine  VIoAr 
ers,  but  in  the  future  men  may  be  elected  who  will  surround  thems^ves  hj  e 
machine,  as  has  been  done  in  the  past,  and  they  could  remain  in  power  f^t 
two  years. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — If  the  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  democracy,  as  explained  by  Delegate  Hefferly,  were  to  be  carried  out, 
it  would  be  better  to  elect  your  officers  every  day.     The  reason  we  believe  t 
two-year  t«rm  of  office  is  best  for  the  International  organization  is  that  it  iiill 
best  conserve  the  interests,  not  of  those  who  are  elected,  but  the  rank  and  fie 
of  our  organization.    There  are  many  phases  of  this  question  to  be  eonaidered. 
First,  you  have  the  question  of  expense  involved  in  holding  an  election  for  In- 
ternational officers  every  year.     That  is  one  phase  of  the  question.    Then,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  believe  that  an  officer  who  is  eleeted  for  a  period  of  twA 
years  can  serve  the  interests  of  the  membership  just  as  well,  if  not  better  than 
an  officer  who  is  elected  for  a  period  of  one  year.    As  it  is  at  the  present  time, 
year  after  ye^r  the  same  strife,  the  same  complaints  are  made  concerning  elec- 
tioneering, etc. 

An  officer  takes  charge  of  his  office  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  and  in  the 
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ath  of  October  nominations  are  made  again  for  International  ofEicers.     On 

other  handj  as  it  has  been  many  times  during  the  history  of  this  organiza- 
i,  at  the  expiration  of  wage  contracts,  the  man  who  started  negotiations 

a  majority  of  the  wage  contracts  of  the  miners  in  this  country  was  not  the 

'Who  finished  negotiating  those  contracts  as  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
anization.  I  cannot  see  where  a  man  elected  to  an  International  office  of 
I  organization  for  a  period  of  two  years  can  do  more  harm  than  if  elected 

one  year.  If  he  wanted  to  build  up  a  political  machine  he  could  devote  his 
ire  time  the  first  year  to  doing  it  and  perpetuating  himself  in  office  for  the 
t  year.  If  we  are  going  to  believe  that  the  officers  of  this  organization  are 
'ted  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  political  machines  to  perpetuate  them* 
^^8  in  office,  then  I  say  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  have  an  election  every  two 
three  months  or  every  six  months.    I  believe  the  officers  of  this  organization 

elected  to  perform  certain  duties,  and  I  believe  they  can  perform  them  better 
1  conserve  the  interests  of  the  membership  of  the  organization  better  if  they 
)  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years  instead  of  a  one-year  term. 
Delegate  Hall  (L.),  District  6 — I  move  to  amend  the  CJommittee's  report 

striking  out  the  word  '* Tuesday''  where  it  appears  in  the  section  and  in- 
ft  '*  after  December,  1912''  the  words,  **the  local  unions  will  have  the  right 

^oie  on  any  day  within  said  week  except  Sunday." 

President  White — That  w  not  in  order  now.  There  is  a  substitute  for  the 
mmittee's  report  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  committee,  in  mak- 
l  this  recommendation  to  the  convention,  did  so  because  of  the  knowledge 
it  there  is  a  general  complaint  among  the  rank  and  file  of  the  organization 
account  of  the  enormous  ex]>ense  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  organiza- 
n.  We  believe  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  has  reached  a  period 
?re  it  should  be  put  upon  a  sound,  substantial,  business  basis.  When  you 
p  to  think  that  it  cost  the  members  of  our  organization  in  the  neighborhood 
$150,000  or  $200,000  to  hold  an  annual  election  for  International  officers,  I 
nk  at  least  that  portion  of  our  membership  looking  for  the  practice  of 
Doniy  in  the  organization  should  give  the  committee's  recommendation  some 
si  deration. 

Ajiother  object  the  committee  had  in  view  was  that  which  Secretary  Bittner 
:ed,  that  if  the  plan  of  two-year  elections  is  adopted  by  the  convention  it 
;  carry  the  officers  of  the  organization  through  the  scale  year,  through  the 
r   in  which  your  contract  is  made,  and  remove  the  chance  of  a  new  man 
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having  to  take  up  your  negotiations  for  a  contract  in  the  middle  of  tkM 
negotiations. 

In  so  far  as  building  up  a  political  machine  is  concerned,  the  committee 
has  brought  to  yon  for  your  consideration  a  clause  in  thif  oonstitation  tkift 
provides  for  the  recall,  and  any  officer  who  may  be  guiltj  of  malfeuaiiee  ii 
office  can  be  recalled.  The  members  of  the  organization  can  initiate  a  move- 
ment for  his  recall  at  any  time  during  his  incumbency  in  office.  I  want  yon  to 
give  this  matter  serious  consideration.  It  deserves  more  than  passing  eoi- 
sideratiou  at  your  hands.  There  is  a  general  complaint  all  over  the  miniag 
districts  of  the  excessive  cost  of  running  the  organization,  and  the  men  at 
home  are  the  ones  who  have  to  pay  that  cost. 

In  so  far  as  the  officers  personally  are  concerned,  it  does  not,  so  far  ts 
I  know,  make  one  particle  of  difference  to  any  one  of  them  as  to  the  pfriod 
you  elect  them  for.  If  a  man  can  be  elected  to  office  for  a  period  of  one  jesr 
he  can  certainly  be  elected  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and  if  he  is  elected  for 
two  years  and  fails  to  measure  up  to  your  requirements,  or  fails  to  perform 
his  duty  in  a  faithful  manner,  the  members  will  have  a  right,  under  this  cos- 
stitution,  to  recall  him  at  any  time  they  see  fit. 

Delegate  Oheriilo,  District  12 — 1  move  to  table  the  sabetitute. 

The  motion  wn?  seconded  and  carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  448  in  the 
aflirmative  to  280  in  the  negative. 

Delegate  Gernier — I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "alternate''  on  psge 
16,  line  3,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  after  the  word  "each,"  the  words  "even 
numbered  years.*'     (Seconded.) 

I  waut  to  state  the  reason  I  offer  that  amendment.  If  it  remains  as  it 
is  in  the  report  of  the  committee  there  may  be  some  misunderstanding  or  some 
confusion  as  to  when  the  election  will  be  held.  We  ought  to  make  this  eoa- 
stitution  SLu  plain  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it. 

President  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  amendment  does  not 
change  the  report  of  the  committee.  This  year  there  will  be  an  eleetion,  and 
then  there  will  be  an  election  eacli  alternate  year  thereafter. 

Delegate  Pace,  District  12 — The  delegate  spoke  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
membership.  He  thinks  we  won*t  know  the  time  the  elections  wiU  oeenr.  I 
think  all  the  members  will  be  informed  by  the  International  offieera  when  the 
elections  are  to  be  held. 

President  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  amendment  is 
not  in  order.  As  the  delegate  points  out,  if  the  report  of  the  committee 
is  adopted  the  membership  will  be  notified  of  the  election. 
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Dtlegate  Hall  (U),  District  No.  6 — ^I  move  to  amend  the  committee's 
leport  by  striking  oat  the  word  ''Tuesday"  where  it  appears  in  the  sec* 
tton  and  insert  after  "December,  1912,"  the  words  "the  local  unions  will 
have  the  right  to  vote  on  any  day  within  said  week  except  Sunday." 
(SMonded.) 

Delegate  Hall — That  will  give  the  local  unions  the  right  to  decide 
any  one  day  in  that  week  when  they  will  hold  their  election.  A  number 
of  local  nnions  are  so  located  that  they  have  no  hall  to  meet  in  to  hold  their 
elections.  The  members  are  scattered.  In  some  places  they  are  ten  and 
twelve  miles  away  from  the  mines.  If  the  mine  ib  idle  on  election  day  it 
tnill  deprive  the  members  of  the  privilege  of  voting  unless,  they  ride  on  work 
trsins  to  the  mines,  stay  about  there  all  day  and  then  go  home  at  night. 
I  think  it  should  be  arranged  so  that  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  mem- 
bers can  be  cast.  I  know  that  some  of  the  local  unions  had  a  very  small 
vote  out  in  the  last  election  in  our  district,  because  a  large  number  of  the 
iBinea  were  idle  and  it  was  inconvenient  for  the  men  to  go  there  to  vote. 
I  favor  the  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  men  to  fix  the  date 
"when  they  can  cast  their  vote. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — ^I  hardly  think  it  is  necessary  to  say  very 
much  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  now  pending.  It  appears  to  me  it 
-will  be  giving  too  wide  latitude  to  engage,  perhaps,  in  dishonesty  in  holding 
our  International  elections.  I  believe  elections  for  International  officers 
should  be  held  on  the  same  day  in  every  local  union  in  all  sections  of  the 
country.  I  do  not  believe  in  making  arrangements  whereby  some  candidate, 
perhaps,  can  go  from  one  local  union  to  another  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
his  own  candidacy.  I  believe  in  making  our  elections  as  honest  as  they 
ean  be  made,  and  I  do  not  believe  in  giving  any  chance  for  dishonesty.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  be  voted  down. 

President  White — If  the  convention  should  adopt  the  amendment  it 
"would  seriously  interfere  with  some  of  the  provisions  we  have  already 
adopted.  It  would  interfere  especially  with  the  Tellers  getting  their  report 
to  the  rank  and  file  by  the  15th  of  January. 

Delegate  Harlin,  District  No.  10 — ^I  move  that  the  amendment  lay  on 
the  table.    (Seconded  by  Delegate  Cherillo,  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — The  convention,  I  believe,  will  agree  that  this 
would  be  a  radical  departure  from  the  constitution.  While  I  have  no  objec- 
tions to  the  adoption  of  either  of  them,  I  think  they  are  of  such  importance 
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to  our  membership  that  they  should  have  a  right  to  express  their  appr^ 
or  disapproval  of  these  sections. 

I  move  that  this  section,  before  it  becomes  effective,  be  referred  to  *** 
membership  for  cither  their  approval  or  disapproval.     (Seconded.)* 

Delegate  McCallum,  District  No.  11— -I  move  to  lay  the  amendm^^ 
offered  by  Delegate  Lewis  on  the  table.     (Seconded.) 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken.  Not  being  able  to  deeide  whether  t^* 
motion  was  carried  or  lost  the  chairman  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  Seerets>^^ 
Perry  appointed  two  delegates  to  assist  him  in  counting,  and  annonne'^^ 
that  336  votes  were  eas^  in  the  affirmative  and  330  in  the  negative. 

President  White-r-The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  has  prevailed. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  rise  to  ask  whether  or  not  the  vote  w^»** 
counted  on  this  side  of  the  balcony f 

Secretary  Perry — ^I  counted  both  balconies  on  both  sides,  both  for  tB»« 
affirmative  and  for  the  negative  votes. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — ^The  counter  of  the  vote  on  this  side  pass^^ 
back  here  so  rapidly  I  have  my  doubts  that  he  counted  the  votes. 

Secretary  Perry — The  Secretary  counted  the  balconies  in  both  cases. 

Delegate  Lewis — ^I  do  not  think  it  could  be  done  from  the  stage. 

President  White — That  has  often  been  determined  and  that  same  ex- 
pression given  to  the  result  in  times  gone  by.     On  more  than  one  oecasiofl 
in  previous  conventions  the  same  objections  were  urged  to  the  eount^  hot 
every  one  had  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  house. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — That  is  not  correct. 

Secretary  Perry — As 'far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to 
tho  honesty  of  the  men  who  stood  up  both  times  and  have  somebody  ebe 
count  them. 

Delegate  Bittner — I  want  to  verify  the  statement  of  the  International 
President.  At  Cincinnati  during  the  special  International  conTentioa,  when 
I  made  a  motion,  the  Secretary  counted  the  vote  from  the  platform  and 
counted  the  motion  I  made  out  by  one  vote.  When  I  objected  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  objected  to  this  vote  stated  that  was  the  vote  of  the 
house  and  would  have  to  stand.  The  records  of  the  Cincinnati  eonTention 
will  bear  that  out. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — ^I  want  to  deny  the  statement  made  by  the 
chair. 

President  White — The  motion  before  the  house  is  to  adopt  the  report 
of  the  committee* 
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elegate  Crone — I  move  that  we  have  a  roll  call. 

resident  White — The  motion  is  not  in  order: 

elogatc  Wilson   (D.),  District  12 — A  hundred  men  can  demand  a  roll 

resident  White — A  roll  call  has  not  been  asked  for  by  a  hundred  men. 
itter  how  close  the  vote  may  be  the  chair  is  willing  to  have  the  count 

over.  Jf  the  convention  desires  to  select  their  own  Tellers  we  will 
he  vote  over  again,  if  anybody  disputes  the  count  that  has  been  taken, 
delegate  Wilson  (D.) — I  do  not  dispute  the  count  of  the  Tellers,  but 
ote  is  so  close  and  it  is  such  an  important  question  that  I  demand  a 
all. 

)elegate  Evans   (E.),  District  12 — How  will  you  go  about  a  roll  call 
J  chair  declares  it  is  not  in  order! 
■^resident  White — The  rules  provide  that  when  one  hundred  delegates 

a  roll  call  they  can  demand  it.  The  point  I  want  to  make  is  if  you 
uestionir.g  the  vote.  Is  the  vote  of  the  Tellers  that  has  been  announced 
?nged  f 

delegate  Qildea  (C.  P.) — This  is  not  altogether  a  case  of  impugning  the 
ity  of  the  men  who  counted  the  vote,  but  some  of  us  believe  it  is  a 
cal  impoppibility  for  any  person  to  stand  on  the  stage  and  count  cor- 
r  in  the  rear  of  this  hnll.  In  some  instances  men  may  be  standing 
d  others  and  you  cannot  see  them. 

^resident  White — The  chair  also  wants  to  state  that  he  has  thought 
many  times  in  the  past;  but  every  vote  that  has  been  counted  in  this 
tntion  since  we  have  been  conducting  business  here  has  been  counted 
e  upper  and  lower  balconies  on  both  sides  and  in  the  rear  from  this 

)elegate  Gildea   (C  P.) — T  was  under  the  impression  that  the  counter 
vent  down  the  aisle  counted  the  votes  on  the  floor  and  one  balcony, 
'resident   White — The   chair   would   be   the   first   to  protest   against   a 
ulent  return  of  any  count  in  this  house.     If  the  delegates  are  not  satis- 
re  will  have  the  count  taken  again, 
i   motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  there  be  another  count  of  the 

delegate  Cherillo — T  move  that  the  motion  lay  on  the  table. 

delegate  Lewis  (T.  T^.) — I  would  like  to  know  ns  a  matter  of  informa- 

low  we  can  get  a  roll  call. 
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President  White — I  have  told  you.     The  rules  provide  for  the 
of  obtaining  a  roll  call. 

Delegate  Lewis — I  understand  the  rules  provide  that  npon  tlie  rsqneit 
of  one  hundred  members  we  can  hnve  a  roll  call. 

President  White — I  take  it  there  is  some  doubt  in  tlie  muidB  of  some 
of  the  delegates  that  the  secretary  and  the  others  who  eooBLiod  were  able 
to  make  an  accurate  count.  If  we  can  satisfy  the  convention  that  the  vote 
was  correctly  counted  I  think  that  ought  to  end  the  matter. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — If  J  have  two  votes  or  three  votes  in  this  eoa- 
vention  and  desire  a  roll  call  to  decide  Huch  an  important  question  as  thi», 
and  if  there  are  one  hundred  other  delegates  who  want  the  same  thing  the 
rules  provide  we  shall  have  it. 

President  White — Certainly.     The  motion  is  that  we  have  a  recount 

Delegate  Yancy — I  rise  to  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  that  we 
have  a  roll  call  vote  on  this  proposition. 

President  White — That  motion  is  not  in  order.  The  rules  provide  how 
you  can  get  a  roll  call. 

Delegate  Esper^  District  12 — Does  the  motion  of  Delegate  Lewis  mean 
that  all  of  Section  3  should  go  to  a  referendum? 

President  White — Let  the  chair  explain.  In  order  that  the  delegates 
will  not  get  confused — and  bear  in  mind  the  chair  has  no  personal  interest 
in  how  long  he  shall  hold  office — in  order  that  the  delegates  will  not  get 
confused  let  me  state  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  provides  for 
elections  each  alternate  year  after  this  year.  The  election  will  be  held  in 
December,  1912,  and  after  that  every  two  years.  The  motion  of  Delegate 
Lewis  is  tlint  if  this  motion  prevails,  before  it  is  embodied  in  the  constita- 
tion  it  will  be  submitted  to  a  referendum.  I  want  to  state,  by  way  of  ex- 
planation, that  one  of  the  reasons  that  prompts  this  amendment  to  the  cod 
stitution  id  because  there  were  resolutions  submitt^  \4>  the  committee  from 
the  rank  and- file  suggesting  this  course. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — 1  was  not  disputing  the  count,  but  it  is 
close,  and  every  delegate  should  be  on  record.  Men  will  get  up  in  this  con- 
vention and  holler  for  the  referendum,  but  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of 
a  referendum  that  will  hit  the  same  people  they  don't  want  it.  The  sec- 
tion provides  that  the  annual  election  will  be  held  in  December  of  this  year. 
The  next  election  will  be  held  two  years  later,  and  each  alternate  year  ther^ 
after. 

.\  Delegate — T  f:»vor  taking  another  rising  vote.     Only  about'  650  vote* 
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were  cast  and  there  are  over  a  thousand  delegates  here.  T  thinlc  another 
vote  will  get  a  better  count. 

The  motion  to  have  a  recount  was  carried. 

President  Whito^Who  will  you  have  for  your  tellers! 

Delegate  Hutton,  District  12 — It  is  time  for  adjournment. 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  we 
stay  in  session  until  this  vote  is  disposed  of.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  White — The  convention  will  select  tellers  to  count  the  vote. 

Delegate  HefFerly — I  move  that  the  chair  select  tellers  to  count  the 
vote. 

President  White — The  chair  refuses  to  do  that. 

Delegate  Hefferly — You  have  no  right  to  refuse  if  the  convention  rules. 

President  White — We  will  let  the  Secretary  name  the  tellers  for  the 
balcony.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  qvestion  about  the  men  who  counted 
on  the  floor  the  other  time. 

Secretary  Perry  appointed  several  delegates  to  assist  in  counting  the 
votes.  The  votes  were  counted  by  those  appointed  to  assist  him  and  tabu- 
lated by  Secretary  Perry.  Secretary  Perry  stated  that  418  votes  had  been 
cast  in  favor  of  laying  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Lewis  on  the  table 
and  376  against  laying  the  motion  on  the  tabic. 

A  Delegate — ^I  want  to  go  on  record  as  favoring  a  referendum  vote. 

President  White — Any  delegate  wishing  to  go  on  record  will  write  his 
name  on  a  slip  of  paper  and  hand  it  to  the  Secretary.  It  will  then  be  made 
a  part  of  the  record. 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  M.),  District  No.  11 — I  wish  to  amend  the  report 
of  the  eommittee  by  inserting  that  there  shall  be  no  work  in  the  mines 
on  that  day.     (Seeonded.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Jones  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Section  3  of  Ar- 
ticle XI  was  carried. 

The  following  delegates  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  against  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  providing  that  Section  3  of  Article 
XI  be  referred  to  the  membership  for  a  referendum  vote:  Delegate  Strick- 
len,  Local  No.  2462;  Delegate  Wasnier,  Local  No.  2461;  Delegate  McGuinn, 
District  No.  12;  Delegate  Hall,  Local  No.  1803;  Delegate  Engler,  I^cal 
No.  1630,  District  No.  23;  Delegate  Vaughn,  District  No.  12;  Delegate 
E'sper,  Difttrict  No.  12;  Delegate  Parry,  District  No.  12;  Delegate  Bier, 
I.K>eal  Nb.  420;   Delegate  Sehang,  District   No.  5;   Delegate  Slater,  Local 
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Xo.  873;  Delegate  Steinbach,  Local  No.  1712,  District  No.  5;  Delegate  Mobs, 
Local  No.  2763;  Robert  Browning  and  C.  C.  Brown;  Tally  Jones,  Local  No. 
2081,  District  6;  Joseph  De vault,  Local  Unions  Nos.  1238  and  2602,  DiBtrict 
No.  6;  Delegate  Duncan,  Local  No.  2783;  Delegate  Armstrong,  Loeal  Union 
No.  56;  Delegate  Fitzpatrick,  Local  No.  75,  District  No.  11;  Delegate  Den- 
ever,  Lopal  1713,  District  No.  11;  Delegate  Watson,  Local  2526,  and  A.  £. 
Workman,  Local  No.  193,  District  No.  6;  Delegate  Brignall,  Local  No.  1865; 
Delegate  Williams   (W.),  Local  No.  188,  District  No.  23. 

Delegate  W^asmer,  Local  No.  2641,  also  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting 
in  favor  of  a  per  cent  assessment. 

Delegate  Hall  (L.),  Local  No.  1748,  District  No.  6,  and  Delegate  Al- 
basin.  Local  Union  No.  5,  District  No.  6,  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting 
against  Section  25  of  Article  IX. 

The  following  delegates  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  in  favor  of 
referring  the. question  of  a  two  years'  term  for  officers  to  a  referendnm  vote: 
Albert  Jaber,  District  No.  2;  William  Welsh,  Nanty-Glo,  Pa.,  L.  U.  13.56: 
George  Bateman,  L.  U.  1056;  Richard  Stafford,  L.  U.'l056;  Thomas  Mc- 
(lemcut,  L.  U.  830.    Delegate  Dabbs,  Local  1056;  Delegate  Megolin,  Local  105a 

Delegate  Russell,  Midway,  Pa.,  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  against 
a  two  years'  term  for  International  officers  and  favoring  a  term  of  one  year. 

At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules,  to 
reconvene  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  January  24. 


EIGHTH  DAY-mORNING  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  Jan- 
uary 24,  President  White  in  the  chair. 

President  WHiite — Before  proceeding  with  the  order  of  business  I  desire 
to  refer  to  the  statement  I  made  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  last  evening, 
r  desire  to  do  this  in  order  that  1  will  not  do  myself  any  injustice  or  do 
former  President  Lewis  any  injustice.  I  made  the  statement  that  I  was  only 
conforming  to  the  usual  custom  that  has  prevailed  in  our  former  conventions 
in  having  the  vote  counted  a«5  we  were  counting  it.  My  statement  was  ques- 
tioned. I  want  to  read  from  the  records  of  the  special  International  eonven- 
tion  held  in  Oincinnati,  Ohio,  in  March,  1910.     On  page  173  is  the  following: 

'*  Delegate  Bittner,  District  5 — T  move  as  a  substitute  that  the  entire 
subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  Policy  Committee. 

* '  Delegate  Quiun,  District  1 2 — I  move  you  that  we  table  the  entire  matter. 
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'^  "President  Lewis — The  motion  will  not  be  entertained.     The  chair  in  riil- 

\~    ing  that  way  does  so  because  he  believes  this  convention  wants  to  transact  busi- 

-.    ness  today,  if  possible,  in  order  that  we  may  adjourn  this  evening.    I  have  no 

desire  to  be  arbitrary,  but  I  think  the  brother  in  the  rear  of  the  hall,  when  he 

umde  the  motion  to  table  the  entire  subject  matter,  did  not  mean  it." 

President  "White — There  were  several  other  comments  and  a  motion  was 
made  to  table  the  substitute.    That  motion  was  seconded.    The  record  goes  on : 
**A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken,  but  the  chairman  stated  he  was  unable  to 
decide  whether  the  motion  was  carried  or  lost. 

"President  Lewis — We  will  have  a  show  of  hands. 
"The  chairman  stated  that  he  was  still  in  doubt. 
"A  Delegate — What  do  you  want! 
"President  Lewis — Fairness.     We  will  have  a  count. 
"A  count  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  table  was  declared  carried  by  a 
Tote  of  318  in  the  affirmative  to  303  in  the  negative. 

"President  Lewis — You  understand  now  why  the  chair  was  in  doubt. 
"Delegate  Gay — I  would  like  to  hear  the  announcement  of  the  vote  taken 
along  here  in  the  part  of  the  hall  taken  by  Brother  Fairley. 

'  *  Secretary  Perry — There  were  thirty  more  in  the  negative  than  in  the 
affirmative. 

* '  Delegate  Gay — I  want  the  numbey. 

*  *  President  Lewis — You  are  not  in  order.    The  delegate  will  take  his  seat. 
'  *  Several  delegates  asked  for  the  roll  call. 

*  *  President  Lewis — The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Crandall  is  before  the 
convention. 

'  *  Several  delegates  insisted  on  a  roll  call. 

President  Lewis — A  roll  call  is  not  in  order.  The  delegates  will  take 
their  seats.  The  question  recurs  on  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Crandall, 
that  the  proposition  be  taken  up  seriatim.'' 

President  White — T  want  to  ask  Secretary  Perry  now  if  he  did  not  count 
the  votes  on  many  occasions  the  same  as  he  has  been  doing  in  tliis  convention? 

Secretary  Perry — Yes,  and  I  did  a  little  different — I  counted  the  entire 
vote  of  the  convention. 

President  White — From  the  platform? 

Secretary  Perry — Yes. 

President  White — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  is  before 
the  house. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

Delegate  Bittner,  secretary  of  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 

''Sec.  4.  No  local  union  shall  be  allowed  to  nominate  or  vote  for  any 
candidate  for  International  Board  member  for  any  district  other  than  tke 
district  to  which  the  local  union  is  attached;  neither  shall  the  ballots  sent 
the  various  districts  show  the  names  of  candidates  for  International  Board 
member  other  than  those  who  are  candidates  to  represent  the  district  to 
which  the  ballots  are  sent.** 

Secretary  Bittner — Since  the  words  ''International  BcMurd  member'' 
have  been  stricken  from  Section  1  of  this  article,  this  section  is  not  neces- 
sary, and  I  therefore  move  that  Section  4  be  stricken  from  the  article. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Secretary  Bittner — The  next  section  will  be  numbered  4,  and  the  other 
sections  changed  to  conform,  but  while  reporting  we  will  refer  to  the  sec- 
tions as  they  appear  in  the  printed  report.* 

"Sec.  5.  All  members  in  good  standing  in  all  branches  of  the  organiza- 
tion on  December  1  of  each  election  year  shall  be  entitled  to  vote." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  5  of  Article  XI  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.).  District  5 — I  have  no  objection  to  the  section, 
but  in  our  district  the  tellers  sometimes  average  the  vote  for  the  three  months 
jjrevious  to  the  election,  thereby  depriving  some  of  our  members  of  the  right 
to  vote  in  some  of  the  local  unions.  If  some  provision  could  be  made  in  this 
constitution  to  do  away  with  that  I  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  sec- 
tion as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — ^For  the  information  of 
Delegate  McKay  I  will  say  that  is  a  district  matter,  and  even  under  the  dis- 
trict constitution  as  it  is  at  the  present  time  the  tellers  are  prohibited  from 
doing  this.  You  cannot  legislate  to  prevent  men  from  breaking  laws.  If  the 
tellers  of  the  Pittsburg  district  have  been  doing  that  they  have  been  violat- 
ing the  constitution.  There  is  something  further  on  that  will  make  this  veir 
plain. 

The  section  as  recommended  hy  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

"Sec.  f).  Kach  district  and  sub-district  secretary-treasurer  most  forward 
by  registered  mail  to  the  International  Tellers,  care  the  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  not  later  than  December  15  of  each  election  year,  a  statement  giving 
the  numbers  of  all  local  unions  in  bad  standing  with  their  respeetiTe  branehec. 
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also  giving  the  reason  for  the  locals  being  in  sueh  status.  If  it  is  claimed  a  vio- 
lation of  a  district  or  sub-district  constitution  is  responsible  for  the  local's  de- 
linquency, the  section  alleged  to  have  been  violated  must  be  quoted  in  the  state- 
ment to  the  Tellers.  In  the  event  the  Tellers  do  not  receive  such  a  statement, 
they  shall  assume  the  locals  are  in  good  standing  with  their  district  and  sub- 
district  organizations." 

Section  6  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  conmdttee. 

**8ec.  7.  The  International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  prepare  nomination 
blanks  and  send  them  to  the  local  unions  not  later  than  twenty  weeks  before 
the  date  of  election,  and  the  local  recording  secretary  shall  fill  in  the  names  of 
members  nominated  by  the  local  union  for  the  various  ofUcea  and  forward  the 
same  to  reach  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer's  office  not  later  than  fif- 
teen weeks  before  the  date  of  election." 

Section  7  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

« 

' '  Sec.  8.  The  International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  within  ten  days  there- 
after notify  all  members  who  have  been  nominated  and  ask  if  they  are  candi- 
dates, but  no  person  shall  be  notified  or  be  a  candidate  who  has  not  been  nomi- 
nated by  five  or  more  local  unions." 

Section  8,  Article  XI,  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*  *  Sec.  9.  Any  nominee  notified  in  accordance  with  Section  8  of  this  article 
who  desires  to  become  a  candidate  must  have  his  official  notice  attested  by  the 
officers  of  his  local  union  and  return  said  notice  to  the  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer  at  once." 

Section  9  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  10.  No  nominee  filing  his  acceptance  with  the  International  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall  be  allowed  to  withdraw  his  name." 

Section  10  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  conmiittee. 

"Sec.  11.  The  International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  prepare  ballots  in 
conformity  with  Section  4  of  this  article,  giving  the  names  and  places  of 
residence  of  tiiose  accepting  nominations,  also  showing  the  positions  for 
which  the  various  nominees  are  candidates  and  forward  them  to  the  local 
unions  in  sufficient  numbers  to  supply  each  member  not  later  than  eleven 
weeks  prior  to  the  date  of  election.  Two  tally  sheets,  one  return  sheet  and 
one  envelope  for  return  sheet  must  accompany  the  ballots  sent  each  local 
union. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Section  11,  Artielo  XI,  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — ^I  move  to  strike  out 
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of  this  section  this  language:  *'in  conformity  with  Section  4  of  this  article." 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

*  *  Sec.  12.  Local  recording  secretaries  must  notify  their  members,  bj 
posting  notices  and  otherwise,  one  week  prior  to  the  dates  set  for  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  of  International  officers." 

Section  12  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  13.  Each  local  union  shall  designate,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
local^  where  its  election  shall  be  held  and  the  place  so  designated  shall  be  tbe 
official  voting  place  of  such  local  union,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  the 
votes  of  any  local  be  tabulated  in  any  place  other  than  the  regular  meeting  plsee 
of  the  local  union,  and  no  member  siiall  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  officiil 
Tellers  during  the  tabulntion." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  13  of  Article  XI  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "regular  meeting  place"  and  inserting  "voting  place."     (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Holt,  District  21 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  if  ^^^ 
first  part  of  the  section  does  not  conflict  with  the  last  part  of  it. 

Delegate  !Parrington — No. 

Delegate  Holt — The  first  part  of  the  section  states  that  the  local  mat- 
ing shall  designate  the  official  voting  place.  The  last  part  refers  to  the 
fact  that  the  local  union  must  vote  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — No,  it  says  the  v^** 
shall  be  tabulated  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Holt — ^I  stand  corrected. 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  N.),  District  No.  11 — I  move  to  amend  by  strib»8 
out  that  part  of  the  section  designating  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  in  ^^ 
local  union,  and  insert  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  in  the  place  the  ^^ 
union  designates.     (Seconded.) 

In  my  town  the  local  unions  meet  in  two  halls.  We  have  a  membershU' 
of  close  to  2,500.  Those  two  are  the  only  halls  in  the  town,  and  if  we  are 
compelled  to  tabulate  the  vote  in  a  certain  place  it  will  be  impracticable 
for  all  the  local  unions  to  occupy  those  two  halls  on  the  same  day. 

Delegate  Varrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  object  the  com- 
mittee sought  to  secure  in  writing  this  into  the  constitution  was  that  it 
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light  help  to  lead  to  clean  elections  of  officers  in  the  local  unions.  We 
ant  to,  if  possible,  prevent  the  tabulation  of  votes  in  saloons,  in  the  homes 
f  different  members,  and  in  various  other  places  where  votes  should  not 
3  tabulated.  If,  as  the  brother  says,  two  or  three  local  unions  meet  in 
le  hall  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  tabulating  the  votes.  If  a  hall  is 
g  enough  for  a  local  union,  certainly  it  ought  to  be  big  enough  to  hold 
v'o  or  three  committees  of  local  tellers.  I  cannot  see  that  that  is  a  valid 
ijectiou.  It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past  for  some  local  tellers  to 
.bulate  the  votes  in  the  back  rooms  of  bar  rooms.  Some  of  the  committees 
ke  the  votes  home  and  count  them.  Through  that  process  the  way  is  left 
)en,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  for  tampering  with  the  votes  cast 
T  the  local  unions.  We  want  to  do  everything  that  is  possible  to  prevent 
ookedness  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  officers  of  our  International 
nion. 

Delegate  Childs,  District  23 — 1  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
e  table.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Reed,  District  5 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  talk. 

President  White — A  motion  to  table  has  been  made. 

Delegate  Reed — What  does  it  take  to  get  recognition  in  this  convention! 

President  White — The  same  as  it  takes  in  any  other  convention  of  the 
nited  Mine  Workers. 

Delegate  Roed — I  arose  before  the  motion  to  table  was  made. 

President  White — You  were  not  recognized.  The  delegate  over  here 
IS  recognized.  lie  made  u  motion  to  close  debate.  The  chair  has  stated 
>forc  that  he  does  not  know  what  is  in  the  mind  of  a  delegate  when  he 
ises. 

Delegate  Reed — I  want  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  If  it  is 
bled  there  will  be  no  use  speaking. 

President  White — Tf  the  motion  is  tabled  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of 
o  chair.     The  motion  before  the  house  is  to  table  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  table  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Delegate  Pogozzi,  District  5 — Does  this  mean  the  election  can  be  held 
the  pit  mouth  f 

Chairman  White — The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  answer. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — It  means  that  the 
cal  union  has  a  right  to  decide  where  its  votes  shall  be  taken.  If  any 
cal  union  decides  the  vote  shall  be  taken  at  the  pit  mouth,  that  is  where 
will  bo  taken,  but  it  will  bo  tabulated  in  the  local  union  hall. 
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of  this  section  this  language:  "in  conformity  with  Section  4  of  this  article." 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

"Sec.  12.  Local  recording  secretaries  must  notify  their  members,  by 
posting  notices  and  otherwise,  one  week  prior  to  the  dates  set  for  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  of  International  oflftcers." 

Section  12  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  13.  Each  local  union  shall  designate,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
local,  where  its  election  shall  be  held  and  the  place  so  designated  fliiall  be  the 
official  voting  place  of  such  local  union,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  the 
votes  of  any  local  be  tabulated  in  any  place  other  than  the  regular  meeting  place 
of  the  local  union,  and  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  official 
Tellers  during  the  tabulation. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  13  of  Article  XI  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "regular  meeting  place"  and  inserting  "voting  place."     (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Holt,  District  21 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  if  the 
first  part  of  the  section  does  not  conflict  with  the  last  part  of  it. 

Delegate  !Parrington — No. 

Delegate  Holt — The  first  part  of  the  section  states  that  the  local  meet- 
ing shall  designate  the  official  voting  place.  The  last  part  refers  to  the 
fact  that  the  local  union  must  vote  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — No,  it  says  the  vote 
shall  be  tabulated  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Holt — I  stand  corrected. 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  N.),  District  No.  11 — ^I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  that  part  of  the  section  designating  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  in  the 
local  union,  and  insert  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  in  the  plaee  the  local 
union  designates.     (Seconded.) 

In  my  town  the  local  unions  meet  in  two  halls.  We  have  a  membership 
of  close  to  2,500.  These  two  arc  the  only  halls  in  the  town,  and  if  we  are 
compelled  to  tabulate  the  vote  in  a  certain  place  it  will  be  impracticable 
for  all  the  local  unions  to  occupy  those  two  halls  on  the  same  day. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  object  the  com- 
mittee sought  to  secure  in  writing  this  into  the  constitution  was  that  it 
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might  help  to  lead  to  clean  elections  of  officers  in  the  local  unions.  We 
want  to,  if  possible,  prevent  the  tabulation  of  votes  in  saloons,  in  the  homes 
of  different  members,  and  in  various  other  places  where  votes  should  not 
be  tabulated.  If,  as  the  brother  says,  two  or  three  local  unions  meet  in 
one  hall  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  tabulating  the  votes.  If  a  hall  is 
big  enough  for  a  local  union,  certainly  it  ought  to  be  big  enough  to  hold 
two  or  three  committees  of  local  tellers.  I  cannot  see  that  that  is  a  valid 
objection.  It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past  for  some  local  tellers  to 
tabulate  the  votes  in  the  back  rooms  of  bar  rooms.  Some  of  the  committees 
take  the  votes  home  and  count  them.  Through  that  process  the  way  is  left 
open,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  for  tampering  with  the  votes  cast 
by  the  local  unions.  We  want  to  do  everything  that  is  possible  to  prevent 
crookedness  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  officers  of  our  International 
Union. 

Delegate  Childs,  District  23 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Reed,  District  5 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  talk. 
President  White — A  motion  to  table  has  been  made. 
Delegate  Reed — What  does  it  take  to  get  recognition  in  this  convention? 
President  White — The  same  as  it  takes  in  any  other  convention  of  the 
United  Mine  W^orkers. 

Delegate  Reed — I  arose  before  the  motion  to  table  was  made. 
President  White — You  were   not  recognized.     The   delegate   over   here 
was  recognized.     He  made  a  motion  to  close  debate.     The  chair  has  stated 
before  that  ho  does  not  know  what  is  in  the  mind  of  a  delegate  when  he 
arises. 

Delegate  Reed — I  want  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  amendment.     If  it  is 
tabled  there  will  be  no  use  speaking. 

President  White — If  the  motion  is  tabled  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of 
tho  chair.     The  motion  before  the  house  is  to  table  the  amendment. 
The  motion  to  table  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Delegate  Pogozzi,  District  5 — Does  this  mean  the  election  can  be  held 
21 1  the  pit  mouth? 

Chairman  White — The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  answer. 
Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman   of  the  Committee — It  means  that  the 
local  union  has  a  right  to  decide  where  its  votes  shall  be  taken.     If  any 
local  union  decides  the  vote  shall  be  taken  at  the  pit  mouth,  that  is  where 
if  will  be  taken,  but  it  will  be  tabulated  in  the  local  union  hall. 
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of  this  section  this  language:  '4n  conformity  with  Section  4  of  this  article." 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

*'Sec.  12.  Local  recording  secretaries  must  notify  their  members,  by 
posting  notices  and  otherwise,  one  week  prior  to  the  dates  set  for  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  of  International  officers." 

Section  12  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  13.  Each  local  union  shall  designate,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
local,  where  its  election  shall  be  held  and  the  place  so  designated  shall  be  the 
official  voting  place  of  such  local  union,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  the 
votes  of  any  local  be  tabulated  in  any  place  other  than  the  regular  meeting  place 
of  the  local  union,  and  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  official 
Tellers  during  the  tabulation. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  13  of  Article  XI  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  ''regular  meeting  place"  and  inserting  "voting  place."     (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Holt,  District  21 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  if  the 
first  part  of  the  section  does  not  conflict  with  the  last  part  of  it. 

Delegate  I^rrington — No. 

Delegate  Holt — The  first  part  of  the  section  states  that  the  local  meet- 
ing shall  designate  the  official  voting  place.  The  last  part  refers  to  the 
fact  that  the  local  union  must  vote  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — No,  it  says  the  vote 
shall  be  tabulated  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Holt — I  stand  corrected. 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  N.),  District  No.  11 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  that  part  of  the  section  designating  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  in  the 
local  union,  and  insert  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  in  the  plaee  the  local 
union  designates.     (Seconded.) 

In  my  town  the  local  unions  meet  in  two  halls,     W©  have  n  tn^wVr^flifpj 
of  close  to  2,500.     These  two  are  the  only  halls  in  the  town,  ruid  if  we  ari 
compelled  to  tabulate  the  vote  in  a  certain  place  it  will  be  bnprneiiealiti 
for  all  the  local  unions  to  occupy  those  two  lialla  on  the  aanu>  dny. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  C^omraittee^ — Thv;  ftbjnct  th#  ^IK>^ 
mittee  sought  to  secure  in  writing  this  into  the  odn^tituiioQ  wiui  tlial 
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Delegate  Pof|rozzi — Where  there  are  two  pit  mouths  will  there  be  two 
elections  F 

Delegate  Favrinjrton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — ^The  membere  eora- 
in^  out  of  one  pit  mouth  can  vote  there  and  the  members  coming  ont  of 
the  other  pit  mouth  can  do  the  same. 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — If  a  local  union  has  no  regulmr  meeting 
place  where  will  that  vote  be  tabulated? 

Delegate  Farrington — T  cannot  conceive  of  a  local  union  that  does  not 
have  a  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Moore — In  the  district  T  represent  there  are  a  large  number 
of  mines  three,  four  and  five  mile?  from  the  town.  Miners  ride  to  those 
mines  on  iabor  trains,  they  hold  their  meetings  in  the  mines,  espeeially  in 
the  winter  time  when  our  elections  are  held.  Tf  those  local  unions  Itave 
to  tabulate  their  votes  in  some  regular  meeting  place  they  cannot  do  it 
there,  because  they  have  no  regular  meeting  place.  I  have  known  those 
local  uniouR,  or  some  of  them,  to  hold  their  elections  as  regularly  as  any 
other  local  union;  and  when  they  returned  to  their  homes  in  the  evening 
on  the  labor  trains  they  carried  the  ballot  boxes  with  them.  They  either 
had  to  do  that  or  remain  at  the  pit  for  twenty-four  hours  to  tabulate  the 
votes.  I  believe  this  matter  should  be  left  to  each  local  union  to  tabulate 
the  vote  where  it  is  most  convenient  for  them  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.),  District  12 — I  desire  to  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  local  unions  shall  vote  and  tabulate  the  votes  in  their  regular 
meeting  places.     (Seconded.) 

President  White — T  do  not  understand  where  that  would  be  inserted  in 
the  section. 

Delegate  Evans — The  committee  states  that  the  members  of  a  local 
union  can  vote  at  the  mine  if  they  see  fit,  but  the  vote  must  be  tabulated 
in  the  regular  meeting  place.  I  want  the  votes  cast  in  the  place  where 
they  meet.  In  the  district  T  represent  we  have  members  who  live  ten  and 
twelve  miles  from  the  mines.  They  come  and  go  on  miners'  trains.  In  that 
district  we  vote  in  the  local  meeting  places  and  the  vote  is  tabulated  there. 
I  believe  that  ought  to  be  done  in  every  other  district.  If  a  man  does  not 
come  to  vote  on  election  day  there  is  a  penalty,  there  is  a  fine  attached. 
I  believe  that  is  the  only  i>lace  to  vote  and  the  only  place  to  tabulate  the 
vote.  I  don't  believe  our  members  ought  to  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the 
mines  on  account  of  the  distance  they  are  from  the  local  union  .meeting 
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place.  If  we  want  a  good,  clean  election  the  only  place  to  have  the  mem- 
bers vote  is  at  the  place  where  they  hold  their  meetings. 

Delegate  Lander,  District  12 — I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment.  Three 
or  four  locals  meet  in  one  hall  in  our  place.  In  the  last  election  one  of  the 
loeals  got  charge  of  the  hall  and  wouldn't  let  the  other  locals  in.  We  had 
to  hunt  another  place. 

Delegate  McOauley,  District  17 — I  worked  through  that  section  of  the 
country  spoken  of,  and  I  know  this  to  be  a  fact.  The  men  come  on  trains 
and  have  no  regular  meeting  place,  consequently  a  large  number  of  the 
locals  in  that  district  will  be  deprived  of  their  votes  if  that  amendment  is 
carried.  We  want  to  give  an  opportunity  to  our  men  to  express  their  choice 
for  officers.  1  don't  believe  a  majority  of  the  delegates  want  to  do  an  in- 
justice to  the  miners  in  any  part  of  the  country.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
amendment. 

A  Delegate — ^I  believe  the  amendment  ought  to  be  tabled.  If  we  have 
a  voting  place  at  the  mines  we  will  have  twice  as  large  a  vote.  I  move  to 
table  the  amendment. 

President  White— -That  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  committee  does 
not  desire  to  do  anything  to  hamper  clean  voting  in  any  local,  and  I  think 
I  can  offer  a  suggestion  to  the  convention  that  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  delegates  and  eliminate  the  difficulty  cited  by  Delegate  Moore. 

I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  ''but  under''  in  line  4  and 
insert  "and  under;"  strike  out  the  words  ** regular  meeting  place  of"  in 
lines  6  and  7  and  insert  ''place  designated  by." 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — I  desire  to  second  that  amendment. 

A  Delegate — Does  not  that  conflict  with  the  section  that  provides  they  shall 
meet  where  the  charter  is  hungf  Our  charters  must  be  hung  in  our  regular 
meeting  places.  Is  the  charter  hung  in  the  mine  in  those  places  that  have  been 
mentioned  Y 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — The  charters  of  the  locals  I  mention  are  so 
old,  they  were  issued  so  long  ago,  you  wouldn  't  know  they  were  charters  at  all. 

Delegate  Evans,  District  12 — The  last  speaker  made  the  objection  I  want 
to  make.  If  the  charter  is  so  old  it  cannot  be  recognized  they  had  better  apply 
for  a  new  one.  I  have  no  dc-sire  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  convention,  but  I 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  chair  to  the  fact  that  Farrington's  motion  is 
an  amendment  to  my  amendment.     However,  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — In  case  local  officers  are  candidates  can  they 
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go  around  the  mine  with  a  ballot  and  Bolicit  the  votefi  of  the  members  at  their 
working  places?  Can  thev  go  to  each  one  with  a  ballot  and  haTe  the  men  east 
thoir  votes  that  wav?  We  had  a  case  like  that  in  Iowa  once,  and  that  is  why 
oar  constitution  was  revised  to  provide  that  wc  must  vote  in  the  loeal  unions. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  eommittce  had 
that  phaHe  of  our  elections  under  consideration,  and  when  we  a^^reed  on  the 
adoption  of  this  clause  it  was  the  general  concensus  of  opinion  among  the 
members  of  the  committee  that  the  thing  cited  by  the  delegate  could  not  be 
done  under  this  clause. 

Delegate  Lynxweiler,  District  No.  11 — I  believe  the  resolution  is  right. 
If  we  don*t  have  our  voting  place  at  the  shaft  we  will  have  no  election  there. 
We  live  ten  miles  from  the  local.  I  believe  the  voting  place  should  be  and 
ought  to  be  at  the  shaft  where  we  can  get  every  man  to  vote.  If  we  haye  it 
otherwise  you  know  what  the  result  is.  Men  won*t  pay  20  cents  car  fare  and 
go  a  long  distance  nt  night  to  a  voting  place. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Farrington  was  carried  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  amended  was  adopted. 

''Sec.  14.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  more  than  one  vote  for  any  candi- 
date, nor  shall  the  local  tellers  record  the  vote  of  any  member  who  is  not  present 
at  the  time  the  election  is  held,  except  officers,  organizers  and  workers  in  the 
field  away  from  home,  whose  votes  shall  be  recorded  if  sent  to  the  secretaries  of 
tiieir  resf>ective  local  unions." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  14  of  Article  XI  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — The  International  ballots  at  the  present  time  call  for  the 
election  of  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Auditors,  Tellers 
and  Delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  In  case  a  man  votes 
for  one  auditor  and  one  teller  and  seven  delegates  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  will  that  vote  be  counted? 

Delegate  Farrington,  nmirman  of  the  Committee — The  ballots  when  pre- 
pared by  the  International  Secretary  will  state  how  many  candidates  the  mem- 
l>ers  will  be  allowed  to  vote  for.  For  instanc^e,  the  ballot  will  say,  "Vote  for 
seven  candidates  for  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor."  i  Under 
Mils  clause  the  members  are  allowed  to  cast  one  vote  for  each  of  seven  candi- 
dates for  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

A  Delegate — But  if  a  man  only  votes  for  one  auditor  and  one  teller,  al- 
though he  has  a  right  to  vote  for  three,  will  that  ballot  be  counted? 
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Delegate  Farrington — Certainly.  If  he  only  votes  for  one  candidate  on 
the  entire  ticket  it  will  be  counte'd. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  hj  the  committee  was 
carried. 

'  *  See.  15.  Each  local  union  shall  elect  from  among  its  own  members  a  com- 
mittee of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six,  two  of  whom  must  be  the  local 
president  and  recording  secretary,  to  act  as  local  tellers,  whose  duty  shall  be  to 
supervise  the  election,  and  when  requested  instruct  the  members  how  to  vote  and 
tabulate  the  votes  cast  by  the  members  for  International  officers,  and  enter  on 
the  ''return  sheet"  furnished  by  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  for  that 
purpose  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate.  The  correctness  of 
the  "return  sheet"  must  be  attested  by  the  president  and  recording  secretary 
of  the  local  union." 

Delegate  Morris,  District  No.  12 — I  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  that  each  local  union  shall  elect  from  among  its  members  a  com- 
mittee of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  and  three  of  them  must  be 
the  president,  recording  secretary  and  financial  secretary.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Cherillo,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid 
upon  the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Stewart,  District  No.  21 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  word  ** president"  and  inserting  ''financial  secretary."    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Stewart — The  reason  for  offering  the  amendment  is  that  the 
financial  secretary  has  charge  of  the  books  of  the  local  union,  he  knows  every 
member  and  he  ought  to  be  there  when  the  votes  are  tabulated. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — ^I  move  to  table  the  amendment 
offered  by  Delegate  Stewart.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Jonee  (G.  N.),  District  11 — I  move  that  the  word  ''president" 
and  the  word  ''secretary"  be  stricken  out.    (Seconded.) 

I  wish  to  give  my  reasons  for  making  the  amendment.  I  am  opposed  to 
having  those  words  in  the  clause  because  it  makes  it  compulsory  that  they  be 
designated  to  aet  as  tellers.  It  is  not  democratic.  It  may  be  possible  one  of 
those  officials  will  be  a  candidate  for  office.  In  that  case  he  should  not  be  a 
teller. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee — ^I  want  to  speak  against 
the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Jones.  While  it  is  true  that  the  law,  as 
vrritten,  does  compel  the  local  union  to  make  the  president  and  secretary  mem- 
bers of  the  local  committee  of  tellers,  the  laws  of  your  union  now  and  always 
have  required  that  the  correctness  of  the  vote  must  be  attested  by  the  president 
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and  the  secretary  of  the  local  union.  The  committee  is  of  tlie  opinioB  tlmt  if 
the  president  and  the  secretary  of  the  local  union  have  no  part  in  the  tabula- 
tion of  the  vote  of  that  local  they  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  attest  to  the 
correctness  of  the  vote.  The  law  always  has  required  that  this  vote  be  attested 
by  the  local  secretary  and  the  local  president.  You  can  readily  understand 
that  if  a  man  has  no  part  in  the  tabulation  of  a  vote  he  is  not  in  a  position  to 
attest  to  its  correctness. 

Delegate  Beed,  District  5 — I  desire  to  offer  as  an  amendment  that  the 
words  "recording  secretary"  be  stricken  out. 

President  White — There  is  an  amendment  before  the  house  now,  Brotber 
Roed. 

Delegate  Bearden,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  laj  on  the 
table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Lete,  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  oat  tbe  word 
"two"  in  line  3,  and  insert  "three"  and  insert  the  word  '^financial''  after 
the  word  "president"  in  line  4.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Harrington,  District  No.  12 — ^I  move  that  the  ameadment  lay 
on  the  table.    (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Brown — I  wish  to  know,  where  they  hold  district,  sub-distrifit  and 
International  elections  on  the  same  day,  how  it  can  be  done  in  six  hoars.  The 
local  I  represent  cannot  tabulate  the  vote  in  eight  hours. 

Delegate  Farrington — If  the  local  tellers  cannot  tabulate  the  vote  in  eight 
hours  they  can  take  sixteen  hours  to  do  it. 

Delegate  Brown — But  with  1,100  men  they  will  not  be  able  to  take  all  the 
votes  in  eight  hours. 

Delegate  Foster,  District  6 — I  would  like  to  amend  by  striking  oat  the 
word  "and"  in  line  4  and  inserting  "or."  I  offer  this  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

President  White — That  would  destroy  the  original  amendment  before  the 
house,  because  it  says  '  *  two  of  whom  must  be  the  local  president  and  reeording 
secretary."  The  amendment  is  to  strike  out  "two"  and  insert  'HhreOy"  and 
insert  the  word  *  *  financial. ' ' 

Delegate  Foster — Our  locals  are  small  and  we  do  not  have  two  seeretaries. 

President  White — ^Under  this  constitution,  if  adopted,  you  woold  bave  to 
have  these  officers  that  are  designated.  If  the  constitution  is  adi^ited  yonr 
local  will  have  to  conform  to  that  particular  clause. 

Delegate  Foster — It  is  hard  to  keep  one  secretary  now,  and  I  don't  see 
how  we  can  keep  two. 
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President  White — ^Your  amendment  would  destroy  the  original  amendment 
and  18  not  in  order. 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.),  District  5 — ^Will  this  prevent  the  local  union  from 
electing  a  president  and  secretary  pro  temf 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — Certainly  it  would.  It 
wonld  prerent  them  from  electing  a  president  and  secretary  to  serve  on  that 
occasion. 

President  White — Tt  means  the  regular,  bona  fide  officers  of  your  local 
union. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  25 — If  the  president  and  secretary  are  on  the  bal- 
lot will  they  count  the  vot«s  for  their  own  election  Y 

President  White— There  is  no  rule  now  that  prohibits  them  from  serving 
in  the  capacity  of  tellers. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Lete  was  carried  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  as  amended  was  adopted. 

"Sec.  16.  Should  it  be  proved  that  more  votes  are  recorded  on  the 
retam  sheet  than  were  actually  cast  by  the  members,  the  entire  vote  of  the 
ioeal  onion  shall  be  thrown  out  by  the  International  Tellers  and  those  respon- 
sible for  the  fraud  shall  be  punished  as  hereinafter  provided." 

Section  16  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  17.  After  the  votes  have  been  tabulated  and  the  return  sheet 
attestody  it  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  recording  secretary,  whose  duty  it 
sball  be  to  see  that  the  return  sheet  is  properly  attested,  enclosed  in  a 
special  envelope  furnished  by  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  for  that 
purpose,  and  forwarded  at  once  by  registered  mail  to  the  International  Sec- 
retarj-Treasorer's  office.  Beturn  sheets  reaching  International  Headquar- 
ters after  January  1  shall  not  be  tabulated  by  the  International  Tellers. ' ' 

Section  17  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  18.  The  envelopes  for  'return  sheets'  furnished  the  local  unions 
nratt  hare  the  name  and  address  of  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
the  following  printed  thereon: 

"  Election  Betums 

"From  L.  U.  No 

"District  No 

*'It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  local  recording  secretary  to  insert  the  num- 
bers of  the  local  anion  and  district  in  the  blank  spaces  on  the  envelope." 

Seetion  18  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
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of  this  section  this  language:  "in  conformity  with  Section  4  of  this  article." 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

*  *  Sec.  12.  Local  recording  secretaries  must  notify  their  members,  by 
posting  notices  and  otherwise,  one  week  prior  to  the  dates  set  for  the  nomina- 
tion and  election  of  International  officers." 

Section  12  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

' '  Sec.  13.  Each  local  union  shall  designate,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
local,  where  its  election  shall  be  held  and  the  place  so  designated  shall  be  the 
official  voting  place  of  such  local  union,  but  under  no  circumstances  shaD  the 
votes  of  any  local  be  tabulated  in  any  place  other  than  the  regular  meeting  place 
of  the  local  union,  and  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  oiBcial 
Tellers  during  the  tabulation." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  13  of  Article  XI  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12—1  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "regular  meeting  place"  and  inserting  "voting  place."     (Seconded.) 

On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Holt,  District  21 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  if  ^^^ 
first  part  of  the  section  does  not  conflict  with  the  last  part  of  it. 

Delegate  I^rrington — No. 


Delegate  Ilolt — The  first  part  of  the  section  states  that  the  local  «*^' 
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ing  shall  designate  the  official  voting  place.     The  last  part  refers  t€> 
fact  that  the  local  union  must  vote  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — ^No,  it  says  the 
shall  be  tabulated  at  the  regular  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Holt — I  stand  corrected. 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  N.),  District  No.  11 — I  move  to  amend  by  str^ 
out  that  part  of  the  section  designating  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  it^ 
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local  union,  and  insert  that  the  vote  shall  be  tabulated  in  the  place  the 
union  designates.     (Seconded.) 

In  my  town  the  local  unions  meet  in  two  balls.     We  have  a  member^ 
of  close  to  2,500.    These  two  are  the  only  halls  in  the  tovm,  and  if  we 
compelled  to  tabulate  the  vote  in  a  certain  place  it  will  be  impractic^ 
for  all  the  local  unions  to  occupy  those  two  halls  on  the  same  day. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  object  the  com- 
mittee sought  to  secure  in  writing  this  into  the  constitution  was  that  it 
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it  help  to  lead  to  clean  elections  of  officers  in  the  local  unions.  We 
t  to,  if  possible,  prevent  the  tabulation  of  votes  in  saloons,  in  the  homes 
iffercnt  members,  and  in  various  other  places  where  votes  should  not 
abulated.  If,  as  the  brother  says,  two  or  three  local  unions  meet  in 
hall  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  tabulating  the  votes.  If  a  hall  is 
enough  for  a  local  union,  certainly  it  ought  to  be  big  enough  to  hold 
or  three  committees  of  local  tellers.  I  cannot  see  that  that  is  a  valid 
etion.  It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past  for  some  local  tellers  to 
late  the  votes  in  the  back  rooms  of  bar  rooms.  Some  of  the  committees 
the  votes  home  and  count  them.  Through  that  process  the  way  is  left 
,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  for  tampering  with  the  votes  cast 
he  local  unions.  We  want  to  do  everything  that  is  possible  to  prevent 
kedness  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  officers  of  our  International 
tn. 

Delegate  Childs,  District  23 — 1  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon 
;able.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Eeed,  District  5 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  talk. 
President  White — A  motion  to  table  has  been  made. 
Delegate  Reed — What  does  it  take  to  get  recognition  in  this  convention! 
President  White — The  same  as  it  takes  in  any  other  convention  of  the 
ed  Mine  Workers. 

Delegate  lieed — I  arose  before  the  motion  to  table  was  made. 
President   White — ^You   were   not  recognized.     The   delegate   over   here 
recognized.     lie  made  a  motion  to  close  debate.     The  chair  has  stated 
re  that  he  does  not  know  what  is  in  the  mind  of  a  delegate  when  he 

8. 

Delegate  Reed — 1  want  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  amendment.     If  it  is 

id  there  will  be  no  use  speaking. 

President  White — If  the  motion  is  tabled  it  will   not  be  the  fault  of 

;hair.     The  motion  before  the  house  is  to  table  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  table  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Delegate  Pogozzi,  District  5 — Does  this  mean  the  election  can  be  held 

le  pit  mouth? 

Chairman  White — The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  answer. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — It  means  that  the 
uni«)n  has  a  right  to  decide  where  its  votes  shall  be  taken.  If  any 
union  decides  the  vote  shall  lie  taken  at  the  pit  mouth,  that  is  where 

11  be  taken,  but  it  will  bo  tabulated  in  the  local  union  hall. 
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Delef^Hte  Pofi^ozzi — Where  there  are  two  pit  mouths  will  there  be  two 
elections? 

Delegate  Farrin^^ton^  (Jhairmaii  of  the  Committee— The  members  com- 
ing out  of  one  pit  mouth  can  vote  there  and  the  members  coming  oat  of 
the  other  pit  mouth  can  do  the  same. 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6— If  a  local  union  has  no  regular  meeting 
place  where  will  that  vote  be  tabulated? 

Delegate  Farriugton — T  cannot  conceive  of  a  locul  union  that  does  not 
have  a  meeting  place. 

Delegate  Moore — In  the  district  T  represent  there  are  a  large  number 
of  mines  three,  four  and  Hve  miles*  from  the  town.  Miners  ride  to  those 
mines  on  labor  trains,  they  hold  their  meetings  in  the  mines,  eepecially  in 
the  winter  time  when  our  elections  are  held.  Tf  those  local  unions  have 
to  tabulate  their  votes  in  some  regular  meeting  place  they  cannot  do  it 
there,  because  they  have  no  regular  meeting  place.  I  have  known  those 
local  unions,  or  some  of  them,  to  hold  thoir  elections  as  regularly  as  any 
other  local  union;  and  when  they  returned  to  their  homes  in  the  evening 
on  the  labor  trains  they  carried  the  ballot  boxes  with  them.  They  either 
had  to  do  that  or  remain  at  the  pit  for  twenty-four  hours  to  tabulate  the 
votes.  I  believe  this  matter  should  be  left  to  each  local  union  to  tabulate 
the  vote  where  it  is  moat  convenient  for  them  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.),  District  12 — I  desire  to  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  local  unions  shall  vote  and  tabulate  the  votes  in  their  regular 
meeting  places.     (Seconded.) 

President  White — I  do  not  understand  where  that  would  be  inserted  in 
the  section. 

Delegate  Evans — The  committee  states  that  the  members  of  a  local 
union  can  vote  at  the  mine  if  they  see  fit,  but  the  vote  must  be  tabulated 
in  the  regular  meeting  place.  T  want  the  votes  cast  in  the  phiee  where 
they  meet.  In  the  district  T  represent  we  have  members  who  live  ten  and 
twelve  miles  from  the  mines.  They  come  and  go  on  miners'  trains.  In  that 
district  we  vote  in  the  local  meeting  places  and  the  vote  is  tabulated  there. 
I  believe  that  ought  to  be  done  in  every  other  district.  If  a  man  does  not 
come  to  vote  on  election  day  there  is  a  penalty,  there  is  a  fine  attached. 
I  believe  that  is  the  only  ])lace  to  vote  and  the  only  place  to  tabulate  the 
vote.  I  don't  believe  our  members  ought  to  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the 
mines  on  account  of  the  distance  the}'  are  from  the  local  union. meeting 
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place,  li  we  want  a  good,  clean  election  the  only  place  to  have  the  mem- 
ben  vote  is  at  the  place  where  they  hold  their  meetings. 

Delegate  Lander,  District  12 — I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment.  Three 
or  four  locals  meet  in  one  hall  in  our  place.  In  the  last  election  one  of  the 
locals  got  charge  of  the  hall  and  wouldn't  let  the  other  locals  in.  We  had 
to  hunt  another  place. 

Delegate  McCauley,  District  17 — I  worked  through  that  section  of  the 
country  spoken  of,  and  I  know  this  to  be  a  fact.  The  men  come  on  trains 
and  have  no  regular  meetiag  place,  consequently  a  large  number  of  the 
loeals  in  that  district  will  be  deprived  of  their  votes  if  that  amendment  is 
carried*  We  want  to  give  an  opportunity  to  our  men  to  express  their  choice 
for  oiBcers.  1  don't  believe  a  majority  of  the  delegates  want  to  do  an  in- 
justice to  the  miners  in  any  part  of  the  country.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
amendment. 

A  Delegate — I  believe  the  amendment  ought  to  be  tabled.  If  we  have 
a  voting  place  at  the  mines  we  will  have  twice  as  large  a  vote.  I  move  to 
table  the  amendment. 

President  White — That  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  committee  does 
not  desire  to  do  anything  to  hamper  clean  voting  in  any  local,  and  I  think 
I  can  offer  a  suggestion  to  the  convention  that  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  delegates  and  eliminate  the  difficulty  cited  by  Delegate  Moore. 

I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  ''but  under''  in  line  4  and 
insert  "and  under;"  strike  out  the  words  ** regular  meeting  place  of"  in 
lines  6  and  7  and  insert  ''place  designated  by." 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — I  desire  to  second  that  amendment. 

A  Delegate — Does  not  that  conflict  with  the  section  that  provides  they  shall 
meet  where  the  charter  is  hungf  Our  charters  must  be  hung  in  our  regular 
meeting  places.  Is  the  charter  hung  in  the  mine  in  those  places  that  have  been 
mentioned  f 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — The  charters  of  the  locals  I  mention  are  ho 
old,  they  were  issued  so  long  ago,  you  wouldn  't  know  they  were  charters  at  all. 

Delegate  Evans,  District  12 — The  last  speaker  made  the  objection  I  want 
to  make.  If  the  charter  is  so  old  it  cannot  be  recognized  they  had  better  apply 
for  a  new  one.  I  have  no  desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  convention,  but  I 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  chair  to  the  fact  that  Farrington  *s  motion  is 
an  amendment  to  my  amendment.     However,  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — In  case  local  officers  are  candidates  can  they 
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go  aronnd  the  mine  with  a  ballot  and  noUcit  the  votes  of  the  members  at  their 
working  places?  Can  they  go  to  each  one  with  a  ballot  and  have  the  men  cast 
their  votes  that  way?  We  had  a  case  like  that  in  Iowa  once,  and  that  is  why 
our  constitution  was  revised  to  provide  that  we  must  vote  in  the  local  unioii8. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  eommittee  had 
tliat  phase  of  our  elections  under  consideration,  and  when  we  agreed  on  the 
adoption  of  this  clause  it  was  the  general  concensus  of  opinion  among  tbe 
members  of  the  committee  that  the  thing  cited  by  the  delegate  could  not  he 
done  under  this  clause. 

Delegate  Lynxweiler,  District  No.  11 — I  believe  the  resolution  is  right 
If  we  don*t  have  our  voting  place  at  the  shaft  we  will  have  no  election  there. 
We  live  ten  miles  from  the  local.  I  believe  the  voting  place  should  be  and 
ought  to  be  at  the  shaft  where  we  can  get  every  man  to  vote.  If  we  have  it 
otherwise  you  know  what  the  result  is.  Men  won 't  pay  20  cents  car  fare  and 
go  a  long  distance  nt  night  to  a  voting  place. 

The  an>endmeut  offered  by  Delegate  Farrington  was  carried  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  amended  was  adopted. 

*'Sec.  14.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  more  than  one  vote  for  any  ca^^' 
date,  nor  shall  the  local  tellers  record  the  vote  of  any  member  who  is  not  present 
at  the  time  the  election  is  held,  except  officers,  organizers  and  workers  lo  ^ 
field  away  from  home,  whose  votes  shall  be  recorded  if  sent  to  the  secretarie®  ® 
their  respective  local  unions.'' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  14  of  Article  XI  be  ad(^^ 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — The  International   ballots  at  the  present  time  call  for 
election    of   President,   Vice-President,    Secretary-Treasurer,    Auditors,   T^  -^ 
and  Delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.     In  case  a  man  ^^^ 
for  one  auditor  and  one  teller  and  seven  delegates  to  the  American  Fedeii^ 
of  Labor  will  that  vote  be  counted? 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  ballots  when        ^ 
pared  by  the  International  Secretary  will  state  how  many  candidates  the  xt^^^' 
l)ers  will  be  allowed  to  vote  for.     For  instanqe,  the  ballot  will  say,  **V^e 
seven  candidates  for  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor."  » U^^"^^ 
ihis  clause  the  members  are  allowed  to  cast  one  vote  for  each  of  seven  ca^^^' 
dates  for  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

A  Delegate — But  if  a  man  only  votes  for  one  auditor  and  one  teller,  ^' 
though  he  has  a  right  to  vote  for  three,  will  that  ballot  be  counted? 
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Delegate  Farrington — Certainly.  If  he  only  votes  for  one  candidate  on 
the  entire  ticket  it  will  be  counted. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

' '  Sec.  15.  Each  local  union  shall  elect  from  among  its  own  members  a  com- 
mittee of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six,  two  of  whom  must  be  the  local 
president  and  recording  secretary,  to  act  as  local  tellers,  whose  duty  shall  be  to 
supervise  the  election,  and  when  requested  instruct  the  members  how  to  vote  and 
tabulate  the  votes  cast  by  the  members  for  International  officers,  and  enter  on 
the  "return  sheet"  furnished  by  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  for  that 
purpose  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate.  The  correctness  of 
the  "return  sheet"  must  be  attested  by  the  president  and  recording  secretary 
of  the  local  union." 

Delegate  Morris,  District  No.  12 — I  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  that  each  local  union  shall  elect  from  among  its  members  a  com- 
mittee of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  and  three  of  them  must  be 
the  president,  recording  secretary  and  financial  secretary.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Cherillo,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid 
upon  the  table.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Stewart,  District  No.  21 — ^I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  word  "president"  and  inserting  "financial  secretary."    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Stewart — The  reason  for  offering  the  amendment  is  that  the 
financial  secretary  has  charge  of  the  books  of  the  local  union,  he  knows  every 
member  and  he  ought  to  be  there  when  the  votes  are  tabulated. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  to  table  the  amendment 
offered  by  Delegate  Stewart.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  N.),  District  11 — I  move  that  the  word  "president" 
and  the  word  "secretary"  be  stricken  out.    (Seconded.) 

I  wish  to  give  my  rensons  for  making  the  amendment.  I  am  opposed  to 
having  those  words  in  the  clause  because  it  makes  it  compulsory  that  they  be 
designated  to  act  as  tellers.  It  is  not  democratic.  It  may  be  possible  one  of 
those  officials  will  be  a  candidate  for  office.  In  that  case  he  should  not  be  a 
teller. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — ^I  want  to  speak  against 
the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Jones.  While  it  is  true  that  the  law,  as 
written,  does  compel  the  local  union  to  make  the  president  and  secretary  mem- 
bers of  the  local  committee  of  tellers,  the  laws  of  your  union  now  and  always 
have  required  that  the  correctness  of  the  vote  must  be  attested  by  the  president 
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and  the  secretary  of  the  local  union.  The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  if 
the  president  and  the  secretary  of  the  local  union  have  no  part  in  the  tabula- 
tion of  the  vote  of  that  local  they  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  attest  to  the 
correctness  of  the  vote.  The  law  always  has  required  that  this  vote  be  attested 
by  the  local  secretary  and  the  local  president.  Ton  can  readity  understand 
that  if  a  man  has  no  part  in  the  tabulation  of  a  vote  he  is  not  in  a  position  to 
attest  to  its  correctness. 

Delegate  Reed,  District  5 — I  desire  to  offer  as  an  amendment  that  the 
words  '  *  recording  secretary  *  *  be  stricken  out. 

President  White — There  is  an  amendment  before  the  honae  now.  Brother 
Reed. 

Delegate  Bearden,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  laj  on  the 
table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Lete,  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  oot  the  word 
''two"  in  line  3,  and  insert  ''three''  and  insert  the  word  ** financial'^  after 
the  word  ''president"  in  line  4.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Harrington,  District  No.  12 — ^I  move  that  the  amendment  lay 
on  the  table.    (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Brown — 1  wish  to  know,  where  they  hold  district,  sub-distriet  and 
International  elections  on  the  same  day,  how  it  can  be  done  in  six  horns.  The 
local  I  represent  cannot  tabulate  the  vote  in  eight  hours. 

Delegate  Farrington — If  the  local  tellers  cannot  tabulate  the  vote  in  eight 
hours  they  can  t-ake  sixteen  hours  to  do  it. 

Delegate  Brown — But  with  1,100  men  they  will  not  be  able  to  take  all  the 
votes  in  eight  hours. 

Delegate  Foster,  District  6 — I  would  like  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
word  "and"  in  line  4  and  inserting  "or."  I  offer  this  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

President  White — That  would  destroy  the  original  amendment  before  the 
house,  because  it  says  ' '  two  of  whom  must  be  the  local  president  and  reeording 
secretary."  The  amendment  is  to  strike  out  "two"  and  insert  ''three,''  and 
insert  the  word  '  *  financial. ' ' 

Delegate  Foster — Our  locals  are  small  and  we  do  not  have  two  secretaries. 

President  White — ^Under  this  constitution,  if  adopted,  yoa  woold  have  to 
have  these  officers  that  are  designated.  If  the  constitution  is  adopted  your 
local  will  have  to  conform  to  that  particular  clause. 

Delegate  Foster — It  is  hard  to  keep  one  secretary  now,  and  I  dont  see 
how  we  can  keep  two. 
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President  White — Your  amendment  wonld  destroy  the  original  amendment 
and  is  not  in  order. 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.),  District  5 — ^WiU  this  prevent  the  local  union  from 
electing  a  president  and  secretary  pro  temf 

Delegate  Fkrrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — Certainly  it  would.  It 
wonld  present  them  from  electing  a  president  and  secretary  to  serve  on  that 
occasion. 

President  White — Tt  means  the  regular,  bona  fide  officers  of  your  local 
union. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  25 — If  the  president  and  secretary  are  on  the  bal- 
lot wiU  they  count  the  vot«8  for  their  own  election  f 

President  White — There  is  no  rule  now  that  prohibits  them  from  serving 
in  the  capacity  of  tellers. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Lete  was  carried  and  the  report 
of  the  eommittee  as  amended  was  adopted. 

"Sec.  16.  Should  it  be  proved  that  more  votes  are  recorded  on  the 
return  sheet  than  were  actually  cast  by  the  members,  the  entire  vote  of  the 
local  union  shall  be  thrown  out  by  the  International  Tellers  and  those  respon- 
sible for  the  fraud  shall  be  punished  as  hereinafter  provided." 

Section  16  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  17.  After  the  votes  have  been  tabulated  and  the  return  sheet 
attested,  it  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  recording  secretary,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  see  that  the  return  sheet  is  properly  attested,  enclosed  in  a 
special  envelope  furnished  by  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  for  that 
pmrpose,  and  forwarded  at  once  by  registered  mail  to  the  International  Sec- 
retary-Treasarer's  office.  Betnrn  sheets  reaching  International  Headquar- 
ters after  January  1  shall  not  be  tabulated  by  the  International  Tellers." 

Seetion  17  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  18.  The  envelopes  for  'return  sheets'  furnished  the  local  unions 
most  have  the  name  and  address  of  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
the  following  printed  thereon: 

"Election  Returns 

"From  L.  U.  No 

"District  No 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  local  recording  secretary  to  insert  the  num- 
bers of  the  local  nnion  and  district  in  the  blank  spaces  on  the  envelope." 

fieetiim  18  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
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'  -  Sec.  19.  When  the  return  sheets  reach  the  International  Seeretmrj-Treas- 
urer'8  offiee,  be  shall  examine  the  envelopes  to  see  if  they  are  intact,  make  a 
proper  reeord  of  their  receipt  and  deposit  them  unopened  in  a  aeeiirelj  loeked  re- 
ceptacle provided  for  that  purpoec." 

Section  19  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  bj  the  committee. 

'  ^  Sec.  20.  Before  taming  the  return  sheets  over  to  the  Internationa]  Tellers 
the  Secretary-Treasurer,  with  the  Tellers,  must  che^  them  with  the  reeord 
made  npon  their  receipt,  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  take  the  Tellers'  re- 
ceipt for  all  return  sheets  turned  over  to  them." 

Section  20  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

''Sec.  21.  The  International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  be  absolute  cus- 
todian of  the  return  sheets  from  the  time  they  reach  his  office  until  turned 
over  to  the  International  Tellers  and  during  the  interims  of  tabulation." 

Section  21  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommmded  by  the  committee. 

''Sec.  22.  No  member  who  is  not  a  regular  attendant  of  the  meetings 
of  his  local  union  shall  be  allowed  to  act  as  a  local  teller  of  International 
r^lpctions." 

Note — The  term  ' '  regular  attendant  - '  shall  mean  a  member  who  attends  at 
least  two-thirds  of  the  meetings  of  his  local  union  six  months  pre^dous  to  the 
election. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  22  of  Article  XI  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Barth  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
that  the  words  "  or  as  a  delegate  to  the  International  convention ' '  be  added  to 
the  section. 

President  White — I  would  suggest  that  the  amendment  is  not  in  order 
at  this  time.  It  would  more  properly  apply  to  .another  section  of  the  pro- 
posed constitution. 

Delegate  Skeeters,  District  13 — This  would  work  a  hardship  on  the  local 
I  represent,  inasmuch  as  half  the  members  of  the  local  live  about  ten  miles 
from  the  mine  and  cannot  meet  at  the  regular  meeting  place  of  the  local. 
Tt  would  b<»  impossible  for  any  of  those  men  to  be  a  regular  attendant,  as 
specified.  If  this  goes  through  about  half  the  local  will  not  be  eligible  for 
such  positions. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  words  ''two- 
thirds"  be  stricken  out  and  the  words  "one-half"  inserted.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hall,  District  6 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  conunittee  if  tliis 
section  docs  not  conflict  with  Section  15,  which  provides  that  local  nnion^ 
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shall  elect  from  among  their  members  ''a  committee  of  not  less  than  three 
or  more  than  six,  two  of  whom  must  be  the  local  president  and  recording 
secretary."  Now  the  financial  secretary  has  been  added  by  the  amendment 
to  that  flection.     They  might  as  well  name  the  parties  who  will  serve. 

Delegate  Farrington — This  does  not  conflict  with  the  section  you  refer 
to.  'The  other  section  says  they  shall  elect  from  among  their  members. 
This  section  says  from  among  what  portion  of  the  members  they  shall  be 
elected.  The  object  of  the  committee  is  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  local 
in  the  hands  of  the  active  members  of  the  organization.  And  while  this 
section  may  work  an  injury  to  some  local  unions  in  isolated  places,  as  a 
general  proposition  I  believe  it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  the  organization, 
as  it  will  place  the  work  of  the  organization  in  the  hands  of  the  active 
members.    That  is  what  we  want  to  do,  if  possible. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — I  arise  to  favor  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. In  the  district  from  which  I  come  one  of  the  worst  obstacles  we 
have  is  the  lack  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  members.  I  feel  this  is 
a  very  good  clause.  I  feel  we  might  even  go  a  step  farther.  This  clause 
is  going  to  be  one  of  the  remedies  for  a  condition  that  exists  and  will 
cause  our  members  to  attend  local  meetings  a  little  more  regularly.  As  a 
mle,  the  men  who  do  not  attend  regularly  stand  on  the  street  corners  and 
criticise  the  few  men  who  hold  our  local  unions  together  by  their  activity. 

Delegate  Bosley,  District  11 — In  the  local  I  represent  we  have  a  regular 
meeting  place,  but  T  will  tell  you  who  meets  there — the  president,  financial 
aeeretary  and  treasurer.  We  are  located  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  from 
the  place  we  work.  We  come  to  work  on  trains  and  street  ears  from  all 
direetions.  When  wo  have  business  of  any  importance  to  transact  we  call 
a  meeting  at  the  shop.  That  is  where  we  have  meetings  that  are  of  any 
importance.  There  is  no  meeting  at  the  local  except  to  keep  track  of  the 
basinesfl.  The  three  ofiicials  I  have  named  meet  to  do  that.  Where  would 
be  the  regnlar  meeting  place  of  my  local  union? 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  objections  of 
the  delegate  who  has  just  spoken  are  not  valid,  for  the  reason  that  he 
states  the  only  meetings  the  local  has  that  are  well  attended  are  meetings 
called  at  the  mines  from  time  to  time.  Under  this  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion the  men  who  attend  two- thirds  of  those  meetings  called  at  the  mines 
wonld  be  eligible  to  act. 

A  Delegate — I  am  opposed  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  and 
to  the  amendment.    I  am  opposed  for  very  much  the  same  reasons  as  stated 
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by  the  last  speaker.  Some  of  our  members  have  to  pay  50  eenta  to  attend 
a  meetinf(.  A  majority  of  them  will  have  to  pay  30  or  40  cents.  We  teve 
no  regular  means  of  ascertaining  the  attendance  of  the  members  on  that 
account.  There  arc  very  few  members,  not  more  than  one-twentietli  of 
them,  who  reside  near  enough  to  be  compelled  to  attend. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — ^The  only  injuBtiee 
ft  would  impose  upon  the  members  who  do  not  attend  the  loeal  meetings 
is  that  we  say  to  them,  '^If  you  are  not  going  to  attend  onr  meetings  you 
shall  not  have  the  right  on  occasions  to  transact  the  business  of  the  organi- 
zation. ' ' 

Delegate  Caither,  District  No.  25 — In  the  local  I  represent  when  there 
is  an  election  we  have  to  get  an  idle  day  to  hold  it.  We  have  members 
come  in  who  do  not  attend  the  meetings  once  in  six  months.  I  am  ia  faTor 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Fishwick,  District  12 — I  want  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  eom- 
niittee  if  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  been  a  regular  attendant  of  tlie 
local  meetings  he  should  leave  and  go  to  another  local  union,  would  it  pre- 
vent him  from  serving  on  a  board  of  tellers  there. 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes,  it  would. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  25 — ^I  am  opposed  to  the  reeommendation  of 
the  committee.  Take  the  rank  and  file  of  our  members,  those  who  do  not 
attend  the  local  union  meetings,  and  they  are  not  much  interested  in  onr 
afiPairs  as  mine  workers.  Now  if  we  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  eom- 
mittee  we  will  disfranchise  a  large  portion  of  our  members  to  a  certain 
extent.  While  these  men  do  not  attend  the  local  union  meetings  regularly, 
when  there  is  any  question  of  importance  up  they  are  there.  If  yon  atop 
those  men  from  having  a  majority  rule  in  local  unions  you  will  have  troable. 
Whenever  there  is  an  election  coming  up  or  anything  of  importance  those 
men  come  to  the  meetings.  If  we  were  to  attempt  to  enforcer  this  section 
uf  the  constitution  wc  would  have  trouble;  they  would  simply  rebel  against 
it.  While  I  believe  in  the  active  members  running  the  busunees  of  the 
locals  to  a  certain  extent,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  disqualifying  a  layge  nnm- 
ber  of  the  members  in  this  way. 

Delegate  Lewis  (D.  R.),  District  11 — That  is  the  best  argument  in 
favor  of  the  resolution.  If  they  won*t  attend  the  meetings^  how  are  they 
going  to  be  posted  on  the  concerns  of  the  organization  f  It  is  a. well  known 
fact  that  many  of  the  members  do  not  attend  the  regular  meetings.  They 
stay  away  until  there  is  something  in  view,  such  as  an  election  for  delegates 
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to  a  convention.  We  know  that  men  have  gone,  to  the  International  con- 
ventions as  delegates  who  did  not  attend  their  local  unions  three  times  in 
a  year.  Are  they  fit  delegates  to  represent  us  heref  Most  assuredly  they 
are  not. 

Delegate  Wallace,  District  No.  11 — I  move  that  debate  cease  on  this 
question.  (Seconded  and  carried.) 

A  Delegate — We  have  a  by-law  in  our  constitution  that  will  conflict 
with  this. 

Delegate  Farriogton — Any  by-laws  in  your  local  constitution  that  con- 
flict with  this  constitution  will  have  to  be  changed. 

Delegate  Peek,  District  12 — A  few  minutes  ago  Brother  Farrington  was 
asked  if  a  member  of  the  local  union  who  attended  the  meetings  regularly 
left  that  local  union  and  went  to  another,  would  he  be  denied  the  right  of 
serving  as  a  delegate  or  teller  there  f 

Delegate  Farrington — If  the  member  who  makes  such  a  transfer  has 
pot  been  a  member  of  his  local  union  in  conformity  with  the  constitution 
he  will  not  be  allowed  to  act  as  a  teller.  The  committee  feels  the  local  has 
enough  members  to  transact  this  part  of  its  work. 

The  motion  offered  b^  Delegate  Wilson,  that  **  two-thirds "  be  stricken 
out  and  ''one-half"  inserted,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  454  in  the  affirmative 
to  210  in  the  negative. 

The  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

''Sec.  23.  The  International  Tellers  shall  not  count  the  votes  of  any 
local  nnion  that  has  east  more  votes  than  the  number  of  members  such  local 
paid  per  capita  tax  on  to  the  International  Union  for  the  month  preceding 
the  one  in  which  the  election  is  held,  unless  a  satisfactory  explanation  for 
00  doing  accompanies  the  return  sheet  of  *  the  local  union  so  voting.  Neither 
Bhall  they  connt  the  votes  of  any  local  union  that  is  not  in  good  standing 
with  all  branches  of  the  organization  or  whose  return  sheet  is  not  attested 
as  required  by  Section  15  of  this  article.  *  * 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  23  of  Article  XI  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Cameron,  District  13 — I  would  like  to  have  the  committee  give 
an  interpretation  of  what  a  satisfactory  explanation  will  be. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — Whatever  is  satisfac- 
tory to  the  International  Tellers. 

Delegate  Cameron — They  are  the  sole  judges  f 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes,  sir. 
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The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

"Sec.  24.  All  conteatH  in  connection  with  the  vote  of  any  local  union 
must  bo  filed  with  the  International  Tellers  not  later  than  ten  days  after 
the  date  of  election,  by  some  responsible  and  reputable  member  of  the  local 
union  whose  vote  is  contested." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  24  of  Article  XI  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Gernier,  District  12 — Suppose  the  fraud  is  detected  after  the 
ten  days.    Will  they  be  debarred  in  that  case  from  filing  a  protest? 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes,  they  will  be  debarred  unless  the  protest  is 
filed  within  the  time  limit. 

Delegate  Hall  (L.),  District  No.  0 — 1  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
words  "local  union  whose  vote  is  contested ''  in  the  last  line  and  inserting 
"member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bit t nor,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — The  reason  the  committee 
recommends  this  is  to  keep  men  acting  in  the  capacity  of  some  officer,  either 
of  a  district  or  the  International  organization,  from  going  from  local  union 
to  local  union  getting  afiidavits  against  the  legality^  of  that  vote.  We  believe 
in  home  rule.  We  believe  every  local  union  should  conduct  its  own  election, 
and  if  there  is  anything  wrong  concerning  it  the  members  of  the  local  are  best 
qualified  to  protest  the  vote  or  (pialify  as  to  its  correctness.    ■ 

Delegate  Slagle — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  tabled.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

"Sec.  25.  In  case  no  plurality*  vote  is  cast  for  any  of  the  candidates  for 
some  ofllce,  another  election  shall  be  held  for  that  particular  office." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  25  of  Article  XI  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Davis,  District  No.  10 — I  move  to  amend  the  report  of  the 
committee  by  striking  out  "plurality"  and  inserting  "majority." 

President  White — The  motion  would  not  be  in  order,  because  we  have 
determined  in  a  preceding  section  that  they  shall  be  elected  by  a  plurality 
vote. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

"Sec.  26.     Local  officers  of  all  local  unions  shall  be  required  to  carefully 
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preserve  all  ballots  which  have  been  cast  for  International  officers  by  their 
respective  local  unions  for  a  period  of  six  months  after  the  date  of  election. ' ' 

Section  26  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*  *  Sec  27.  No  member  other  than  the  local  tellers  shall  be  allowed  to  loiter 
around  the  voting  place  or  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  election  of  any 
local  union.''. 

Section  27  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

'  *  Sec.  28.  Local  tellers  shall  be  held  personally  responsible  for  any  irregu- 
larities that  may  take  place  in  their  local  unions  during  the  election  of  Interna- 
tional officers." 

Section  28  of  Article  XI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  29.  That  portion  of  Section  8  which  requires  candidates  to  have  at 
least  five  nominations,  shall  not  apply  to  districts  having  less  than  twenty-five 
local  unions." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  29  of  Article  XI  be  adopted 
aa  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Harlin,  District  10 — 1  would  like  to  ask  what  are  the  require- 
ments of  the  districts  that  have  less  than  twenty -five  local  unions  f 

Delegate  Parrington — Districts  with  less  than  twenty-five  local  unions  can 
^  their  own  conditions  in  that  respect. 

Delegate  Hefferly — Would  this  not  affect  a  large  district  like  Dlinoisf 

President  White — I  understand  from  the  committee  that  this  section  only 
applies  to  the  election  of  International  Board  members.  That  was  made  neces- 
sary by  the  action  of  the  convention  on  that  matter. 

Delegate  Stewart,  District  21 — I  did  not  understand  that  we  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  election  of  International  Board  members  in  this  constitu- 
tion.   I  thought  that  was  left  to  the  different  districts. 

Delegate  Bobb — This  section,  in  my  opinion,  is  void  on  account  of  the 
action  of  the  convention  yesterday. 

Delegate  Farrington — It  is  necessary  to  have  the  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion, for  this  reason:  The  convention,  by  the  adoption  of  the  previous  sec- 
tion, has  said  an  International  Board  member  is  an  International  officer.  You 
have  also  said  that  your  International  officers  must  have  five  nominations  be- 
fore they  can  become  candidates.  It  is  necessary  to  make  some  provision  for 
districts  that  have  less  than  twenty-five  local  unions,  in  order  that  the  Board 
member  coming  from  such  a  district  shall  not  be  required  to  have  five  nomina- 
tions. In  Dlinois  the  candidate  for  Board  member  would  have  to  have  ^ve 
nominations,  and  that  would  give  Brother  Hefferly  and  some  of  the  other 
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friends  of  the  present  Board  nienil)er  in  that  difitrict  an  opportunity  to  try  to 
keep  him  from  getting  bis  name  on  the  ballot  by  trying  to  prevent  him  fion 
getting  ^ve  nominations. 

Delegate  Stewart,  Distnct  21 — Tn  Section  11  the  Intematioiud  Board 
member  is  stricken  out.  In  our  district  if  a  candidate  has  one  nomination  for 
office  he  has  a  right  to  run  for  any  office  in  the  district.  I  don't  think  any  of 
the  delegates  of  our  district  understood  it  that  way. 

Delegate  Farrington,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  convention  has  a 
right  to  do  anything  it  sees  fit  witli  this  section;  but  I  want  to  make  it  clear 
to  the  delegate  that  unless  you  otherwise  decide  that  section  is  a  necessity  in 
your  constitution.  Tn  Article  VII  you  have  said,  *  *  The  officers  of  the  Interna- 
tional Union  shall  be  one  President,  one  Vice-President,  one  Secretaiy-Treaa- 
urer,  three  Tellers,  three  Auditors,  seven  delegates  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  one  Board  member  from  each  of  the  districts/'  etc.  In  Section 
8  of  the  article  now  under  consideration  you  have  said:  ''The  International 
Secretary-Treasurer  shall  within  ten  days  thereafter  notify  all  members  w1k> 
have  been  nominated  and  ask  if  tliey  are  candidates,  but  no  person  shall  ba 
notified  or  be  a  candidate  who  has  not  been  nominated  by  five  or  more  local 
unions.  *  * 

Delegate  Stewart — In  Sortiou  11  the  International  Board  member  i» 
stricken  out. 

Delegate  Farrington — But  the  International  *Board  member  is  still  an 
Tntcrnational  officer.  Instead  of  his  name  appearing  on  the  International 
ballot  it  will  appear  on  the  district  ballot,  but  he  is  still  an  International 
officer.     In  Article  VII  this  convention  has  said  so. 

Delegate  Stewart — Then  according  to  the  committee  no  district  h»* 
anything  to  do  with  the  nomination  of  its  Internationa]  Board  member.  1 
never  understood  it  that  way  or  I  would  not  have  voted  for  it. 

Delegate  Wallace,  District  No.  il — I  move  to  strike  out  the  entire  sectio"' 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privileK** 

President  White — I  will  recognize  you  in  due  time  on  a  question  of  p^' 
sonal  privilege,  but  we  want  to  dispose  of  this  section  now. 

Delegate  Wallace — We  have  decided  that  the  election  of  Internatiow' 
Board  member  is  entirely  a  district  function,  and  it  is  unneeessary  to  d»^ 
tate  to  the  district  how  it  shall  nominate  or  elect  its  International  Board 
member. 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — The  statement  was  made  a  short  tinM  ago 
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we  believed  in  home  rule.  I  understand  the  convention  decided  yes- 
y  that  the  International  Board  members  would  be  elected  by  their 
etive  districts.  If  you  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  you  say  to 
of  the  districts  that  hold  elections  at  a  time  that  is  satisfactory  to 
that  they  must  hold  two  elections  in  their  districts.  District  11  elects 
ct  officers  some  time  in  February  or  March.  In  the  district  I  come 
it  requires  three  nominations  to  get  a  candidate's  name  on  the  ballot, 
u  are  going  to  require  throe  for  district  officers  and  five  for  Interna- 
l  Board  members  it  will  not  be  fair  to  the  men  at  home.  We  elect 
nternational  Board  member.  It  is  true  he  is  an  International  officer 
he  is  elected,  but  he  must  comply  in  every  particular  with  the  election 
of  the  district  he  represents. 

^legate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  do  not  want  this 
ition  to  think  that  as  chairman  of  the  committee  I  am  trying  to  force 
ection  through  the  convention.  Like  Brother  Moore,  I  also  believe  in 
ct  autonomy.  I  believe  the  districts  have  the  right,  to  a  certain  ex- 
to  say  upon  what  terms  men  shall  become  officers  to  represent  the 
cts.  The  thing  I  want  to  do  is  to  make  clear  to  the  convention  that 
I  this  clause  is  adopted,  or  a  qualifying  clause  added  to  Article  VII, 
law  is  going  to  conflict,  one  section  with  the  other.  I  do  not  care 
the  convention  does  with  the  recommendation;  but  I  want  the  con- 
:>n  to  be  clear  on  the  matter.  If  the  convention  strikes  this  section 
e  shall  have  to  go  back  to  Article  VII  and  insert  a  qualifying  clause, 
^legate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — I  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  matters 
ag  that  we  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "to*'  in  line  3  and  add  "Intema- 
Board  members."    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  understand  my  good  friend  Mr.  Far- 
>n  made  the  insinuation  that  in  District  12  I  have  been  engaged  in 
;   to   keep    him   off  the  ballot.     I  want  to  say  now  to  Delegate  Farring- 

0  his  friends  and  to  every  one  else  that  Delegate  Hefferly  was  never 

1  life  engaged  in  trying  to  keep  any  one  off  a  ballot;  neither  has  he 
been  engaged  in  a  campaign  of  slander  against  any  candidate  in  lUi- 
>r  in  the  International. 

>elegate  Farrington — I  did  not  say  he  had  done  this.  I  said  it  would 
him  an  opportunity  to  do  it.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  don't  care 
Delegate  Hefferly  has  done  for  or  against  me  in  Illinois.  Any  mine 
;r  in  Illinois  is  at  liberty,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  go  out  and  do 
ing  honorable  to  accomplish  my  defeat.     I  don't  care  what  you  do. 

I.  PfO.-|f. 
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' '  Soe.  30.  Any  local  oflicor  or  toiler  failing  to  obey  the  laws  reflating  In- 
ternational electionn,  or  any  member  or  members  interfering  with  loeal  oiBfien 
or  tellers  duiing  the  discharge  of  tbeir  duties  in  connection  with  the  Intenia- 
tional  elections,  or  any  memlicr  or  members  resorting  to  dishonaet  or  qaeftioB- 
able  practices  to  secure  the  election  or  defeat  of  any  candidate  for  IntematiOBtl 
office,  shall  be  tried  by  the  International  Executive  Board  and  fined,  suspended 
or  expelled,  as  the  maj^nitudo  of  the  transgression  may  warrant." 

Section  30  of  Article  XI  wvlh  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Vice-President  Hayes  in  the  chair. 

*  *  Sec.  31.    Upon  the  signed  request  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  entire  membership* 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  send  out  a  petition  to  each  local  union  for  the  re- 
call of  any  officer  elected  by  the  International,  guilty  of  malfeasance  in  ofiee- 
Said  petition  to  accompany  charges  for  which  a  recall  is  asked  and  defense  of 
those  charged." 

If  within  thirty  days  after  the  iK^ition  is  sent  out,  30  per  cent,  of  tie  «**' 
tire  membership  send  a  signed  request  to  the  Secretary-Treaeurer,  the  Int^^ 
national  Executive  Board  shall  call  an  election  for  the  recall  of  any  Intet^** 
tional  officer  so  charged. 

Said  election  to  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  election  laws  of  the  or^*^ 
ization. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  31  of  Article  XI  be  ad»f  ^^ 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  etriking 
**ten*'  and  inserting  **five;''  also  by  striking  out  "thirty"  and  inacrt^^* 
''fifteen." 

Delegate  Tate,  District  No.  12 — 1  move  that  the  amendment  be  ttbl*^ 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Broshear,  District  22 — I  desire  to  ask  the  President  a  qnestio^"' 
for  my  own   information.     The  delegates  here  are  entitled  to  at  least  *^ 
opportunity  to  express  thempelves  on  questions  of  vital  importance,  which 
they  are  not  getting  under  the  rules  of  this  convention.     While  I  recognixe 
that  under  a  strict  interpretation  of  parliamentary  usage  a  motion  to  table 
is  in  order  at  all  times,  yet  I  do  not  believe  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of 
this  organization  for  delegates  to  be  jumping  up  and  offering  motions  to 
table  before  we  have  an  opportunity  to  express  our  views.     We  all  know 
that  some  delegates  are  doing  these  things  continually.     I  want  to  ask  the 
rliairnian  to  express  himself  to  this  convention  as  to  whether  or  not  he  be- 
lieves it  is  for  tte  best  interests  of  the  membership  of  this  organisation 
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'  people  to  keep  coustantly  moving  to  tabic  amendments.  It  has  been 
L<1  by  the  chair  that  this  eonv^ention  is  being  governed  the  same  as  past 
nventions.  That  was  said  yesterday.  T  want  to  say,  regardless  of  what 
18  been  done  in  the  past,  it  is  not  right,  and  it  docs  not  necessarily  follow 
lat  the  practice  must  be  continued  by  the  present  administration. 

A  Deiegate — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegate  is  not  discussing 
^0  question  before  the  house. 

President  White — The  question  before  the  house  is  the  report  of  the 
oaimittee. 

delegate  Broshear — I  know  the  question  before  the  house  is  the  report 

the  committee.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  do 
t  believe  it  will  be  possible  to  get  30  per  cent,  of  the  entire  membership 
this  organization  to  vote  on  any  question.  T  believe  the  committee  that 
^8:ht  in  this  section  knows  that,  and  for  that  reason  I  don^t  like  the 
^  of  a  man  getting  up  and  making  a  motion  to  table  an  amendment 
^*'cj  other  delegates  have  an  oi)portunity  to  express  themselves.     I  now 

"the  chair  to  give  to  this  convention  his  views  on  this  proposition. 

^t^resJdent  White — The  chair  desires  to  state  that  there  has  not  been 
■^^le  act  of  this  convention  with  reference  to  the  disposition  of  motions 
'  lias  not  been  in  accordance  with  the  rules.  When  the  cbair  recognizes 
^legate  he  does  Aot  know  what  that  delegate  may  have  in  his  mind,  he 

*  not  know  the  motion  the  delegate  expects  to  make.  Therefore  when 
'^^tioE  is  made  to  table  or  to  close  debate  the  chair  has  only  one  pre- 
^tive,  and  that  is  to  put  the  question.  The  power  rests  with  the  house. 
*^e  at  times  the  chair  has  thought  a  motion  to  close  debate  should  have 
•i  moved,  and  while  this  convention  has  debated  with  the  widest  latitude 
Questions  of  little  importance,  it  has  on  other  occasions  closed  debate  on 

^^tions  of  the  greatest  imi>ortance.     That  was  not  the  fault  of  the  chair. 

*  long  as  the  delegates  have  a  chance  to  express  themselves  on  these  ques- 
^Hs  the  chair  is  only  conforming  to  the  established  rules  adopted  by  this 
>nvention  and  placed  in  his  hamls  to  execute. 

Delegate  Edmunds,  District  l.'J — As  one  member  of  the  (Committee  on 
onstitution  I  desire  at  this  time  to  defend  the  committee  from  the  attack 
ade  by  the  previous  speaker,  who  said  it  was  impossible  to  get  10  j)er  cent. 
'  the  membership  of  this  organization  to  vote  on  any  proi)Osition. 

Delegate  Broshear — I  said  30  per  cent. 

Delegate  Edmunds — I  stand  correcte<l.  I  was  the  member  of  the  com- 
ttee  who  sent  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the  recall  to  the  Secretary-Treas- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


582 

urcr  within  the  limit  net  by  our  constitution.    I  believe  from  penonal  ex- 
perience as  a  member  of  this  organization  that  at  any  time  any  officer  wlio 
has  been  elected  by  the  rank  and  file  of  this  organization  eommite  an  offense 
that  would  justify  his  recall,  enough  members  will  vote  to  have  liim  re- 
called.    But  if  the  charges  against  him  are  not  serious  enongli  to  get  10 
per  cent,  of  the  membership  to  sign  for  a  recall  it  will  be  unneceesaiy  to 
hold  a  recall  election.     I  believe  that  men  who  are  exalted  to  the  poeitioB 
of  officers  of  this  organization  should  have  some  protection  from  that  put 
of  the  membership  that  would  be  unscrupulous  enough  to  go  about  circulat- 
ing false  statements  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  recall  election. 

The  officers  are  entitled  to  a  reasonable  amount  of  protection  from  tlie 
membership.  I  don't  belicA'e  the  members  of  our  organization  will  eosBider 
the  10  per  cent,  clause  unreasonable.  When  we  have  an  election  in  ' 
local  union  we  always  cast  four-fifths  of  the  vote.  We  are  intereited  ii 
the  affairs  of  the  organization,  and  when  there  is  anything  importait  ^ 
the  ballot  our  members  res(K)nd.  At  the  last  International  eleetioa 
local  union  cast  401  votes  out  of  a  total  membership  of  460.  If  the  i 
bership  of  this  organization  is  not  interested  enough  in  its  affairs  to 
a  vote  of  30  per  cent.,  why,  then,  the  question  raised  is  not  worthy  of  th-^ 
consideration  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  organization. 

That  is  the  position  I  take  as  a  member  of  the  organization  and  i 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution.  I  want  to  say  further  1 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  have  not  at  any  time  desind, 
and  do  not  now  desire  to  bring  a  recommendation  into  this  convention  i^^ 
would  not  conserve  the  best  interests  of  the  membership  we  represent 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  !£.),  District  12 — This  is  a  new  departure  on  the 
part  of  our  organization  in  dealing  with  our  elected  officers.     I  believe  in 
the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall.     I  have  had  some  experience  in  try- 
ing to  create  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  initiative,  referendum  and  reeiU, 
and  in  trying  to  get  laws  established  providing  for  the  initiative,  referendnin 
and  recall.     And  the  strongest  oppostion  that  comes  to  the  enactment  of 
these  laws  is  the  statement  that  if  such  laws  are  enacted  they  will  be 
used  unwisely  by  the  people.    There  can  be  no  single  act  performed  by  this 
convention  that  will  be  more  effective  in  retarding  the  enactment  of  legi^- 
lafion  of  that  kind  than  to  enact  a  law  which  might  enable  a  small  per- 
j'cntago  of  tlie  nienil)orship — who  niiglit  not  altogether  be  actuated  by  the  best 
motives,  or  who  would  be  inclined  to  act  hastily — to  do  something  that  might 
later  develop  to  have  been  a  wrong  and  an  injustice. 
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The  section  provides  for  the  initiative  on  the  request  of  10  per  cent,  of 

Qtir  membership.    I  feel  that  in  the  course  of  time,  when  we  have  had  some 

experience  in  this  matter,  it  will  be  safe  to  reduce  the  number  required  ;for 

^he  initiative;  but  at  the  present  time  I  honestly  believe  it  would  be  a  mis- 

^^e  on  the  part  of  those  who  most  strongly  favor  the  initiative,  referendum 

^iid  recall  to  reduce  the  percentage  provided  for  by  the  Committee  on  Con- 

^Hution. 

So  far  as  the  30  per  cent,  clause  is  conceriied,  I  believe  it  would  be 

^'^wise  to  reduce  that  percentage,  even  in  the  future,  because  that  per- 

^^tage  is  only  required  after  the  charges  have  been  sent  out  to  every  local 

"iiioii  and  all  the  statements  bearing  on  the  same  have  been  made  by  those 

P'^ferring  the  charges,  along  with   the  defense  of  those  who  are  being 

^'^^'ged.    This  will  go  into  the  hands  of  every  local  union  in  our  organiza- 

'^**>    and  if  there  is  any  merit  in  the  charges,  without  question  a  response 

^^til^  \yQ  easily  brought  forth  on  the  part  of  30  per  cent,  of  our  member- 

^^I>     ior  the  recaU. 

^0  far  as  the  latter  part  of  it  is  concerned,  I  believe  it  is  a  reasonably 
^^     proposition,  and  one  the  strongest  advocate  of  this  system  could  not 
"^S^^t  to.     I  say  again,  as  one  of  the  strongest  friends  of  the  initiative, 
^^^'^ndum    and    recall,    and    as    one    who    may    be    affected    by    it    in 
^   ^         future,     it     is     a     reasonable     proposition.        As     one     officer     who 
^^*^   go  on  the  firing  line  and  take  a  position  in  regard  to  matters  that 
^^'^ct  our  members  I  will  be  affected  by  it.    A  man  in  that  position  knows 
^•^^t  at  any  time  in  settling  a  dispute,  he  may  face  ill  feeling  on  the  part 
<>t  the  members.    I  might  be  one  of  the  men  who  would  be  done  a  wrong. 
^  'eel,  however,  it  is  better  for  a  few  men  to  suffer  injustice  at  the  hands 
of  the  organization  to  establish  a  system  by  which  the  whole  work  of  the 
organization  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  members.    If  the  time  comes  when 
I  will  be  sacrificed  in  the  interest  of  that  legislation,  I  will  suffer  it  cheer- 
fully. 

I  feel,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  gone  a  long  step  in  the  right  direction, 
that  we  have  gone  as  far  as  we  can  reasouably  be  expected  to  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  If  later  on  experience  shows  that  we  can  or  should  reduce  the 
percentage  necessary  for  the  initiative,  then  in  the  next  convention  the 
law  can  be  amended.  At  the  present  time  I  feel  the  report  of  the  committee 
18  about  all  that  can  be  asked  for  on  that  proposition. 

Delegate  Jones  (G.  N.),  District  11 — I  do  not  agree  with  the  report  of 
the  committee  nor  with  the  explanation  given  by  Brother  Walker.     If  I 
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untJcrHtaud  tlic  purpose  in  introducing  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  it  is 
to  show  that  we  believe  in  the  principle  of  the  referendum  and  recall.  If 
that  is  true,  1  do  not  ^ce  why  we  should  insert  in  a  section  of  this  kind  s 
clause  that  will  defoat  the  j>ruposition.  If  we  are  afraid  of  the  decision  of 
the  rank  and  hie,  why  do  we  consider  matters  of  this  kind  at  all f  I  do  Dot 
agree  with  the  proposition  to  make  the  number  ueoessary  to  recall  an  officer 
30  per  cent  of  the  membership.  Mr.  Walker  states  he  is  afraid  if  the  prop- 
osition can  be*  submitted  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  members,  or  any  per  cent. 
less  than  30,  there  might  be  injustice  done.  A  petition  signed  by  ^  per 
cent,  does  not  decide  the  case.  It  calls  for  an  election  and  that  election 
will  be  determined  by  a  majority.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  30  per  cent 
T  believe  it  should  be  more  than  10  per  cent.  I  am  not  afraid  of  my  case 
being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  rank  and  file  at  any  time,  and  I  do  not 
think  any  other  member  shouhi  be  afraid.  1  think  we  should  have  easy 
access  to  get  our  wishes  before  that  court. 

Delegate  Ksper,  District  12 — T  have  a  substitute  to  oflfer  for  Section  31,  as 
follows:  **  riK)n  the  signed  petition  of  20  [>er  cent,  of  the  entire  membership  to 
recall  any  of  the  oflicers  of  the  International  guilty  of  malfeasance  in  office,  said 
petition  to  accompany  charges  for  which  recall  is  asked  and  defense  of  those 
charges.  Within  thirty  days  after  petition  is  sent  to  the  International  Ezeen- 
tive  Board  they  shall  call  an  election  for  the  recall  of  International  officers  so 
charged;  said  election  to  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  election  laws  of  the 
organization. ' '    ( Seconded.) 

Delegate  Gildea,  District  22 — I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  words 
"entire  membership''  ]>e  stricken  out  from  line  2  and  the  following  in- 
serted: *Mhe  highest  vote  cast  for  any  officer  at  the  preceding  election.*' 
also  strike  from  line  9  the  words  '^ entire  membership''  and  insert  "the 
highest  vote  for  any  officer  at  the  preceding  election." 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  amendment  is  not  properly  in  order.  A 
substitute  for  the  committee's  report  has  been  recognized  by  the  chair. 
The  substitute  is  subject  to  amendment,  however. 

Delegate  Robl),  District  11 — There  are  three  propositions  before  the 
convention.  The  committee  felt  the  percentage  would  have  to  be  on  a  safe 
basis,  not  have  anything  flighty  or  anything  that  would  be  dangerous  to 
any  officer  or  member  of  the  organization.  The  basis  of  the  initiative  is  set 
at  10  per  cent.  That  is  one  part  of  the  proposition.  We  considered  that 
a  reasonable  and  safe  basis.  This  is  a  new  question  as  Delegate  Walker 
has  stated,  and   we  have  approached   it  with  some  measure  of   individual 
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feeling.  The  question  of  initiative  gives  an  opportunity  to  10  per  cent,  of 
the  membership  to  initiate  anything  in  regard  to  a  recall.  The  question  of 
>   the  referendum  is  left  to  the  membership,  and  we  place  it  at  30  per  cent. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  commendation 
of  the  committee  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  I  as  one  member  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers*  organization  believe  in  the  right  of  the  members  to 
rale  that  organization.  I  have  never  been,  and  I  hope  J  never  will  be, 
afraid  to  rest  my  fate  with  the  intelligent  and  conservative  judgment  of 
the  members  of  our  organization.  I  believe  they  ought  to  have  a  right  to 
recall  their  officers  if  those  officers  are  guilty  of  any  offense  against  the 
organization  that  warrants  a  recall.  On  the  other  hand,  I  believe  the  man 
who  has  been  trusted  with  the  responsible  duties  of  any  of  the  various  offices 
of  the  organization  should  as  well  be  protected  against  the  portion  of  our 
membership  that  may  not  have  given  intelligent  consideration  to  some  of 
his  official  acts.  I  want  to  sny  to  this  delegation  that  it  is  not  the  officer 
who  panders  to  the  credulity  of  the  members  of  our  organization,  or  who 
tries  to  ba?e  his  decisions  upon  principles  he  believes  will  tickle  the  fancy 
of  the  members  that  has  held  the  organization  together;  but  it  is  the  officer 
who  has  gone  out  and  fearlessly  and  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  as 
laid  down  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  and  the  joint  agreements 
who  has  been  instrumental  in  holding  together  and  securing  the  results 
this  great  organization  has  secured  for  its  membership. 

There  are  times,  and  there  will  always  be  times,  when  certain  officers 
of  the  organization  are  called  upon  and  compelled  to  go  forth  and  render 
deciaions  affecting  a  certain  portion  of  our  membership.  Often  times  the 
decisions  so  rendered  will  be  in  conflict  with  the  views  held  by  those 
aiTected.  The  consequence  is  that  the  officer  who  renders  such  decision  is 
immediately  branded  as  one  who  has  been  faithless  to  the  responsibility 
lodged  in  him  by  the  membership  of  this  organization. 

While  I  believe  the  membership  has  the  right  to  recall  or  penalize  or 
punish  in  any  way,  or  do  with  their  officers  what  they  believe  is  going  to  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  their  organization,  I  believe  the  officers  are  en- 
titled to  some  protection  from  that  portion  of  the  membership  that  do  not 
^ive  these  questions  as  thorough  consideration  as  should  be  given  them. 
In  BO  far  as  I  am  able  to  see,  the  only  objection  that  can  be  raised  to  the 
committee's  recommendation  is  the  percentage  it  takes  to  initiate  a  move 
for  a  recall  of  any  officer. 

As  Delegate  Walker   has  said,   this   is   a   radical  departure   from   any 
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principle  ever  established  by  our  organization.  It  is  an  advanced  piece  of 
legislation,  a  piece  of  legislation  that  will  eventually  become  popular  in 
the  organization,  a  piece  of  legislation  that  will  eventnallj  be  need  inielli* 
gently  and  conservatively,  and  if,  when  that  time  comes,  the  members  be- 
lieve the  percentage  required  to  initiate  a  move  for  a  recall  ia  too  high,  then 
future  conventions  can  reduce  the  percentage.  But  at  this  time  I  am  of  the 
firm  belief  that  the  delegation  should  leave  the  percentage  as  fixed  by  the 
committee  remain  in  the  constitution. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — ^I  desire  to  bring  up  a  matter  that  is 
foreign  to  the  subject  under  consideration  at  the  present  time.  According 
to  the  plans  agreed  to  we  must  meet  the  operators  at  2  o'clock  tomorrow. 
Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  not  considered  the  question  of  the  scale  we 
will  present  to  them.  The  Scale  Committee  is  now  ready  to  report,  and  it  is 
just  possible  it  will  take  the  time  between  now  and  tomorrow  afternoon 
for  the  convention  to  pass  on  the  details  of  that  report  so  tliat  yonr  Scale 
Committee  will  know  just  what  you  desire  to  present  to  the  operators.  The 
Scale  Committee  is  ready  to  report  now,  and  we  have  printed  copies  of  the 
report  to  be  distributed  to  the  delegates  immediately  on  adjonmment.  I 
believe  the  report  should  be  read  at  this  time  so  that  copies  can  be  dis- 
tributed and  every  delegate  will  be  ready  to  act  when  we  reconvene  this 
afternoon. 

If  I  am  in  order,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  Scale  Com- 
mittee make  a  report  at  this  time.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.) — ^I  rise  to  make  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
of  Delegate  Walker.  I  move  that  we  henr  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee 
upon  the  reconvening  of  the  afternoon  session. 

Vice-President  Hayes — That  is  not  an  amendment;  it  destroys  the  in- 
tent of  the  original  motion. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  carried. 

Delegate  Germer — ^I  announced  the  other  day  that  the  Socialists  would 
meet  at  the  monument  to  have  a  picture  taken,  but  the  weather  was  unfavor- 
able that  day.  I  wish  to  announce  that  we  will  meet  at  the  Monument 
today  upon  adjournment. 

Delegate  Walker — The  Scale  Committee  has  had  all  the  resolutions 
referred  to  it  printed  in  pamphlet  form.  The  report  of  the  committee  is 
also  printed  in  pamphlet  form.  We  will  not  have  an  opportunity  to  consider 
the  report  until  the  afternoon  session;  but  it  can  be  read  now,  the  copies  can 
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be  distribnted,  and  between  now  and  the  time  for  reconvening  this  after- 
noon the  delegates  can  read  and  consider  it. 

REPOBT  OF  THE  SCALE  COMMITTEE. 

Whereas,  The  ever-increasing  and  already  too  high  cost  of  living  without  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  wages  of  our  members  is  making  it  not  only  im- 
possible for  our  people  to  keep  pace  with  the  improvements  in  their  standard 
of  living  that  modem  civilization  makes  necessary,  and  which  they  should  have, 
but  is  making  increasingly  hard  and  bitter  the  struggle  to  get  even  the  barest 
neeessities  of  life;  and 

Whereas,  The  invention  of  labor-saving  machinery;  the  introduction  of  oil 
and  gas  as  fuel;  the  utilization  of  electricity  generated  by  our  waterways  and 
the  prospective  development  of  more  and  more  of  it,  as  well  as  the  greater  effi- 
ciency of  the  modem  organization  and  more  highly  skilled  labor,  are  making  un- 
neeessary  the  long  hours  of  labor  on  the  part  of  the  workers;  and  the  espe- 
cially dangerous  nature  of  our  calling,  away  from  the  light  of  day;  isolated 
from  all  other  human  beings;  surrounded  by  unknown  and  unknowable  dan- 
gen;  our  health  affected  and  our  lives  shortened  by  being  compelled  to  inhale 
continually  the  deadly  damp,  poisonous  gases  and  equally  enervating  and  long- 
befouling  millions  of  particles  of  the  always-present  dust  and  smoke,  we  be- 
lieve that  we  are  entitled  to  a  substantial  increase  in  our  wages  and  that  our 
work  day  should  be  minimized. 

Therefore,  We,  your  committee,  after  carefully  considering  all  of  the  reso- 
IntionB  submitted  to  us  and  thoroughly  discussing  and  weighing  carefully  every 
phase  of  the  entire  situation,  submit  to  the  convention  as  a  substitute  for  all 
matters  referred  to  us,  the  following  demands,  which  we  believe  should  be 
adopted  by  the  convention  and  submitted  to  the  operators  to  be  incorporated 
into  our  next  wage  scale: 

1.  That  all  coal  be  weighed  before  being  screened  and  paid  for  on  the 
mine  mn  basia,  and  that  the  readjustment  of  the  prices  be  made  on  the 
baaia  of  the  actual  percentage  of  screenings  as  compared  with  lump  coal. 

2.  That  we  demand  a  flat  10  cents  per  ton  increase  at  the  basing  points. 
8.    Twenty  per  cent,  increase  on  all  dead  work,  yardage  and  day  labor. 

4.  Uniform  work  day  and  wage  scale  for  all  classes  of  outside  and 
isaide  day  labor. 

5.  A  proper  readjustment  of  the  machine  differential  at  the  basing 
poiatf  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania, 
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0.  Tbut  a  uuiform  duy  of  seven  boun  at  the  working  place  for  all 
clatMOB  of  inflido  labor  be  made  the  basis  of  the  above  aemle,  based  ra 
prcsont  prices. 

7.  That  five  hours  eouHtituto  a  day's  work  on  Saturday. 

8.  We  demand  weekly  puymonts.  The  coal  companies  shall  not  be 
pumiitted  to  have  more  than  two  weeks'  wages  held  in  their  offiees  at  any 
one  time. 

U.  Wo  domand  that  there  shall  be  no  limit  to  the  amount  of  dedne- 
tions  made  through  the  companios'  offices  for  the  miners'  organization. 

10.  We  demand  that  there  shall  be  no  discrimination  by  the  coal 
ooinpauies  in  the  employment  of  mine  workers  on  account  of  creed,  color 
or  nationality. 

11.  Wo  demand  that  all  local  inequalities  and  internal  differences  be 
referred  to  the  districts  affected. 

12.  We  demand  that  this  contract  shall  be  entered  into  for  a  period 
of  two  years,  Wcoming  effective  April  1,  1912. 

Your  committee  alco  had  brought  to  their  attention  by  President  White 
the  nuHiitloation  by  the  operators  of  the  representation  in  the  open  joint 
conference  to  eight  on  each  side  from  each  state,  and  after  considering 
rho  umtter  cati^fuUy,  wr  K»Iiove  that  our  interests  are  fully  safeguarded, 
inasmuch  as  the  Scale  Committee  must  report  back  to  our  convention,  which 
Uniy  has  iH)wer  to  modify,  ratify  or  reject  in  its  enUrety  their  report 
We  would,  therefore,  rtvommenil  that  we  meet  the  operators  on  that  basis. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  demands  of  the  anthracite  mine 
workers  as  made  by  them  in  the  Tri  District  conTention  of  I>iatricts  Kos. 
U  7  and  9.  held  at  rottsville.  Pa.,  November  3,  1911,  be  made  part  of  the 
demands  of  this  convention  and  that  the  International  ofieeia  be  author 
i«ed  and  instructed  to  eo-operaie  with  those  districts  in  estabUahiag  the 
»ame. 

The  demaad:!t  ai>e  as  follows: 

V^rsl— We  demand  that  the  ne^t  contract  be  for  a  peri^  ef  one  year, 
v'vxmmencing  April  1,  19 12^  and  ending  March  3L  1913. 

S<«onii— We  demand  a  workday  of  not  mere  tkaa  ei(ht  bonis  for  all 
im«ide  acd  octaide  day  iaKv  with  £.'«  rvdnetion  of  nsfei^ 

Thini — We  demand  revi.'^zatios  of  the  United  Mine  Weaken  of  Dis- 
txis'ts  N<«.  1.  7  asd  9  a*  a  p^arty  tc  se^^tiate  a  wa^  contxad  and  tlie  right 
ti?  pxvx)d«  ji  ateiVAi  fcf  tie  c\'»::f>r::cE  cf  rvvemne  t&r  tW 
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Fourth — We  demand  a  more  convenient  and  uniform  system  of  adjust- 
ing local  grievances  within  a  reasonable  time  limit. 

fifth — We  demand  an  advance  of  20  per  cent  on  the  rates  of  wages 
for  all  employes  over  and  above  the  rates  awarded  in  1903. 

Sixth^We  demand  a  minimum  rate  of  $3.50  per  day  for  miners  and 
$2.75  for  laborers  for  consideration  work. 

Seventh — We  demand  that  the  system  whereby  a  contract  miner  has 
more  than  one  working  place  or  employs  more  than  two  laborers  shall  be 
at>oliBhed. 

Eighth — We  demand  that  the  rights  of  the  check  weighman  and  check- 
docking  bosses  shall  be  recognized  and  that  they  shall  not  be  interfered 
with  in  the  proper  performance  of  their  work. 

Ninth — We  demand  that  all  coal  shall  be  mined  and  paid  for  by  the 
ton  of  2,240  pounds  wherever  practicable. 

Tenth — Your  committee  would  recommend  that  a  Joint  Scale  Committee 
composed  of  the  executive  boards  of  the  three  anthracite  districts,  together  with 
the  International  President,  be  appointed  by  this  convention  and  clothed  with 
discretionary  power  to  negotiate  an  agreement  on  the  basis  agreed  to  by  this 
convention  and  in  the  event  of  their  being  unable  to  do  ao  they  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  order  a  suspension  of  work  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 


(Signed) 


JOHN  J.  DEMPSEY, 
THOMAS  KENNEDY, 
JOHN  FAHY, 
EUGENE  VALENTINE, 
DAVID  FOWLER, 
JOHN  CULBERT, 
MATWY  OLESNEWICZ, 
WILLIAM  TONER, 
ANTHONY  SWOVICK, 
JAMES  P.  QUINN, 
C.  W.  SIEM0N8, 
EDWARD   J.    O'DONNELL, 
WILLIAM  NANCARROW, 
RALPH  SIMMONS, 
JOSEPH  MORRIS, 
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JOSEPH  McATEE, 
BENJAMIN  MOTEB, 
JOELN  P.  WHITE, 
FRANK  J.  HAYES, 
EDWIN  PEBBY, 


S^ALE  COMMITTEE: 

JOHN  H.  WAIaKER.  Chairman,  District  No.  12. 

W.   D.   VAXHO.^N,  Secretary,  District  No.  H- 

JOHN  MOORE,  District  No.  6. 

JOHN  FAHY.  District  No.  9. 

JAS.  D.  HOLDEN,  District  No.  8. 

THOS.  KENNEDY,  District  No.  7. 

ADAM  RASCAVAGE.  District  No.  1. 

PATRICK  GILDAY.  District  No.  2. 

FRANCIS  FEEHAN,  District  No.  5. 

T.  W.  RUSSELL,  District  No.  10. 

W.  H.  RODGERS,  District  No.  13. 

BKKNARD  HARRIGAN,  District  No.  14. 

.JOHN   R.  LAWSON,  District  No.  15. 

.F.  M.  CRAGO.  District  No.  17. 

CLEMENT  STIBBS,  District  No.  18. 

JOHN  F.  BOWDEN.  District  No.  19. 

J.  R.  KENNAMER,  District  No.  20. 

P.  R.  STEWART.  District  No.  21. 

TITOS.  GIBSON.  District  No.  22. 

ROBERT  ROLL,  District  No.  2,3. 

JOS.  SMITH,  District  No.  24. 

FRED  tlJRLEY,  District  No.  25. 

KENT  FOSTER.  District  No.  26. 

HENRV  DRENXAN,  District  No.  l7. 

A  motion  was  mailo  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Scale  C^ 
t<*e  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Walker — I  move  that  action  be  deferred  on  the  report  ^ 
Scale  Committee  until  we  meet  in  the  session  this  afternoon,  and  tb»t 
taken  up  and  acted  upon  seriatim.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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President  White — I  desire  to  announce  for  the  Credentials  Committee 
in  harmony  with  the  action  taken  the  other  day,  the  name  of  Calvin 
art  will  appear  in  the  permanent  proceedings.  He  was  given  a  seat 
le  committee  and  the  convention  after  the  report  of  the  committee  had 
reconsidered. 

U  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules,  to  recon- 
at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


EIBHTN  DAY-AFTERNOON  SESSION 

he  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  January 

'esident  White  in  the  chair. 

ecretary  Perry  read  the  following  telegram: 

*'San  Francisco,  Cal.,  January  23,  1912. 
1  P.  White,  President  United  Mine  Workers  of  America;  to  the  Officers 
ad  Delegates  United  Mine  Workers: 

The  shop  men  oA  strike  on  Harriman  lines  take  this  means 
>ealing  to  you  for  financial  assistance.  Tf  possible  to  grant  a  loan  at 
me  it  will  be  highly  appreciated.  Expressing  our  deepest  appreciation 
>xigratulation8  to  the  convention. 

E.  L.  REGUIN,  President. 
JOHN  SCOTT,  Secretary/' 
li  motion  of  Delegate  Fishwick,  District  No.  12,  the  communication 
^^erred  to  the  special  committee  appointed  during  the  early  days  of 
Invention  to  consider  the  appeal  of  the  Muscatine  button  workers, 
^cretary  Perry  read  the  following  communciation: 

'  *  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  23,  1912. 
lie  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  in  Convention  Assembled. 
Oreeting:     Machinists'  Local  No.  161,  of  the  International  Assbcia- 
^  Machinists,  hereby  desires  to  call  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  the 
1^  £'.  C.  Atkins  Saw  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  has  declared  for  the 
ed  'open  shop,'  and  said  firm  refuses  to  recognize  our  organization 
^ny  way  give  us  the  right  to  have  something  to  say  under  what  con- 
8  we  shall  be  employed,  this  same  condition  also  applies  to  a  number 
^er  crafts  represented  in  this  factory,  such  as  the  blacksmiths,  metal 
^ert,  pattern  makers,  saw  grinders   and   saw  polishers,  etc.,   and  this 
'efuscs  tu  recognize  the  organizations  of  any  of  these  crafts. 
*  Machinists'  Local  No.  IGl  does  not  ask  that  you  take  any  official  action 
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in  regard  to  this  matter  but  we  take  this  means  of  letting  you  knew  the 
exact  conditions  that  exist  in  the  plant  of  the  E.  C.  Atkins  Saw  Mfg.  Co., 
and  that  you  may  tnkc  the  news  home  to  your  constituents  for  their  guid- 
ance.   This  firm  manufactures  saws,  knives,  trowels,  hack  saws,  etc. 
**With  best  wishes,  wo  remain, 

Fraternally  yours, 
MACmiXISTS'  J.OCAL  XO.  161  I.  A.  of  M., 

W.  J.  PFLEGER,  Business  Agent. ' ' 
P.  S. — This  matter  has  been  indorsed  by  the  Indianapolis  Central  Labor 
Tnion  as  well  as  the  Indiana  State  Federation  of  Labor. 
Secretary  Perry  read  tlie  following  telegram: 

'*  Washington,  D.  C,  January  24,  1912. 
**  Edwin  Perry,  1106  State  Life  Building,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

'*  Instructions  have  been  issued  to  government  safety  car  now  at  Terre 
TIaute  to  i>rocoed  before  Friday  to  Indianapolis  to  give  demonstrations 
Friday  to  Monday  before  United  Mine  Workers  and  exhibition  lecture  in 
hall. 

J.  A.  HOLMES." 

President  White  read  the  following  letter  and  telegram: 

•*  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  25,  1911. 
'Mohii   P.   White,  Esq.,   International   President   United   Mine    Workers  of 

America,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

'M)ear  Sir:  In  the  course  of  my  official  duties  I  have  frequently  been 
called  upon  to  investigate  mine  disasters  and  have  been  very  much  impressed 
with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  clear  and  exact  evidence  as  to  the  cause  of  such 
accidents.  *•  Carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  victim*'  being  a  favorite  conclusion 
given  in  many  re[K)rts. 

*'It  has  occurn»d  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  much  in  the  interest  of  the 
Fnited  Mine  Workers  if  an  ollicinl  was  provided  by  your  association  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  make  invesiigations  into  the  exact  causes  of  disasters  in  order  to 
furnish  the  poor  relatives  of  the  deceased  members  killed  with  an  accurate  state- 
ment as  to  the  cause  of  the  disaster  and  whether  there  was  any  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  mine  owners. 

*'0f  course  I  realize  that  it  would  be  impractical  to  have  an  officlal'whose 
sole  duty  it  would  be  to  \i*.it  all  accidents,  but  he  could  visit  the  scenes  of  all 
serious  disasters. 

"May  r  ask  you  to  consider  this  suggestion.   The  thought  has  occurred  to 
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me  as  the  result  of  the  investigation  of  several  hundred  deaths,  with  most  un- 
satisfactory results,  aud  1  appreciate  bow  frequently  the  relatives  of  your  mem- 
bers must  suffer  through  lack  of  complete  information. 

''If  this  suggestion  meets  with  your  approval  will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  whichever  division  of  your  association  is  authorized 
to  make  provisions  for  the  creation  of  such  an  office. 

*'I  wrote  to  Mr.  Dempsey,  the  district  president  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  but  he 
suggested  that  I  communicate  with  you  about  this  matter.  I  am  also  writing  to 
Mr.  Gilday,  the  district  president  at  Morrisdale  Mines,  Pa.,  in  reference  to  the 
matter.  ''Yours  very  truly, 

"VITI,  Solicitor.'' 

President  White  also  read  the  following  telegram: 

"Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Januaa-y  23,  1912. 
"John  P.  White,  President   United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana: 

'*  Referring  to  our  correspondence  regarding  making  provisions  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  officials  to  investigate  mine  accidents  in  the  interests  of  the  rela- 
tives of  your  members  who  may  be  killed,  beg  t^  ask  if  you  have  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  convention? 

"VITI." 

President  White — I  suggest  that  if  the  convention  wants  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  this  important  matter  they  might  have  this  correspondence  go  to  the 
same  committee  that  will  consider  the  appeal  of  the  shopmen  of  San  Francisco, 
which  has  already  been  provided  for. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  correspondence 
be  referred  to  that  committee.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  White — The  members  of  that  committee  will  note  these  two  ref- 
erences. The  members  of  that  special  committee  are  Delegate  Walker,  District 
No.  12;  Delegate  Cameron,  District  No.  13;  Secretary  Perry;  Delegate  Hall, 
District  No.  6,  and  Secretary  Richards,  of  District  No.  9. 

I  would  like  to  ask  Delegate  Green  to  preside  over  the  convention  during 
the  hearing  of  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  No.  6,  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Cameron,  District  No.  13,  arose  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 
and  being  recognized,  made  the  following  statement: 

In  behalf  of  the  Iowa  delegates  I  desire  to  rise  at  this  time  on  a  question 
of  personal  privilege  in  regard  to  the  article  that  appeared  in  the  Indianapolis 
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Sun  yesterday.  We  mot  in  caucus  last  evening,  and  realizing  the  injostiee  of  the 
statement  printed  ]>repared  a  resolution  which  we  desire  to  submit  in  order 
that  it  may  go  into  tlie  records  of  this  convention,  mthout  any  action,  so  far  as 
a  motion  from  this  convention  is  concerned,  but  merely  as  a  matter  of  reflecting 
the  views  of  the  Iowa  delegates. 

We  went  to  see  the  editor  of  the  Indianapolis  Sun  and  he  referred  us  to 
the  reporter.  To  our  surprise  the  reporter  told  us  without  equivocation  that  be 
was  unalterably  opposed  to  the  present  administration  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  and  he  always  sought  his  information  at  the  hands  of  the  anti-admia- 
istration  forces.  For  chat  reason  we  desire  to  present  the  views  of  the  Iowa 
delegates  in  caucus,  as  follows: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  24,  1912. 

Whereas,  An  article  appeared  in  The  Indianapolis  Sun  yesterday,  purport- 
ing to  reflect  the  views  of  the  Iowa  delegates  pertaining  to  a  certain  question 
that  was  discussed  in  a  caucus;  and 

Whereas,  Said  article  stated  that  it  was  rumored  the  Iowa  delegates  had 
deserted  the  White  camp;  and 

Whereas,  The  Iowa  delegates,  in  caucus  assembled  last  night,  decided  hy 
unanimous  action  to  emphatically  deny  that  John  P.  White,  either  by  his  pres- 
ence or  by  proxy,  sought  to  control  said  delegation ;  and 

Whereas,  The  undersigned  interviewed  the  reporter  of  The  Indianapolis 
Sun  who  ran  the  story,  and  he,  without  mincing  words,  stated  to  us  that  be 
was  ''sore''  at  the  administration  and  went  to  the  anti-administratioii  forces 
for  his  story;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  condemn  the  article,  as  it  does  not  express  the  views  of 
the  Iowa  delegates. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Iowa  delegates. 

FRANK  CAMERON, 
J.  C.  LEWIS, 

Committee. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  No.  5 — Did  The  Indianapolis  Sun  refuse  to  in- 
struct the  reporter  to  retract  the  statement? 

Delegate  Cameron,  Secretary  District  No.  13 — ^When  we  met  the  editor  this 
morning  he  was  a  little  cross,  and  when  we  asked  him  if  he  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  statement  or  had  attempted  to  blue-pencil  it  he  informed  us  that 
he  was  not  responsible  for  the  article  and  referred  us  to  the  reporter. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — I  understood  when  I  came  to  this  couven- 
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tion  that  the  Indianapolis  Sun  was  a  union  paper  printed  by  unioti  men. 
I  onderstood  that  the  Indianapolis  News  and  the  Indianapolis  Star  were 
also  union  papers.  I  picked  the  Sun  out  as  being  my  favorite  paper  to 
send  home.  I  think  now  the  convention  ought  to  go  on  record  placing  the 
Indianapolis  Sun  on  the  unfair  list.  If  they  are  not  going  to  print  the  news 
of  the  convention  correctly,  I  say  that  is  wh^re  they  belong. 

Secretary  Perry — That  would  be  a  rank  injustice.  I  don't  believe  in  pun- 
ishing the  men  who  print  the  Sun,  the  men  who  labor  to  produce  that  paper,  for 
the  sins  of  the  editor  or  the  reporter.  I  don 't  believe  in  abusing  the  men  who  are 
innocent  of  any  wrong,  or  any  wrong  intention,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Delegate  Finney — I  do  not  intend  to  punish  the  men  who  work  on  the  pa- 
per, but  the  editor  ought  to  see  that  the  paper  is  printed  in  accordance  with  un- 
ion principles. 

Several  delegates  asked  that  the  reporter  of  the  Indianapolis  Sun  be  put 
out  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Lewis,  District  No.  13. — As  one  of  the  committee  selected  by  the 
Iowa  delegates  I  went  with  Brother  Cameron  to  interview  the  editor  and  the 
reporter  of  the  Indianapolis  Sun.  The  reporter  not  only  told  us  he  got  his  news 
from  the  anti-administration  forces,  but  the  committee  has  the  names  of  men 
he  is  getting  his  report  from. 

A  number  of  delegates  asked  for  the  names  of  the  men  referred  to  by  Dele- 
gate Lewis. 

Delegate  Cameron — I  will  state  the  conversation  we  had  with  the  reporter. 
We  told  him  we  did  not  think  he  was  treating  us  fair.  He  said  he  could  not 
get  the  information  he  wanted  from  this  administration  and  he  was  going  to 
get  it  from  the  other  side,  and  if  we  did  not  deny  it  he  would  take  it  that  it 
was  80.  The  matter  came  up  about  his  being  in  the  theater  with  Brother 
Charles  P.  Gildea,  and  he  said  he  had  to  go  to  such  men  as  Brother  Qildea  to 
get  his  information  from  the  other  side.  I  did  not  ask  him  for  that  information, 
but  it  came  up  incidentally.  I  have  known  Brother  Gildea  for  a  long  time  and 
we  have  been  friends,  but  the  reporter  volunteered  the  information.  He  said 
further  that  the  Indianapolis  Sun  was  printed  at  such  an  hour  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  give  anything  fresh  to  the  public,  and  he  had  to  go  and  get 
soeh  scoops  as  this  to  get  something  to  put  into  the  paper  to  make  it  worth 
reading. 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.),  District  22 — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  priv- 
ilege. I  don't  know  anything  of  the  transactions  that  are  going  on  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Iowa  delegation.     The  other  evening  I  was  walking  along  the 
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street  when  the  reporter  of  the  Sun  walked  up  and  tapped  xne  on  the  shoulder. 
He  asked  if  I  had  any  place  particular  to  go.  I  said  I  had  not.  He  said  he 
had  to  cover  a  show  and  asked  me  to  go  with  him.  I  went  in  and  we  sat  down 
by  Secretary  Cameron.  If  that  reporter,  or  any  other  reporter,  or  any  member 
of  the  Iowa  delegation,  or  any  member  of  this  delegation  can  even  remotely  con- 
nect mo  with  that  story  I  want  him  to  do  it  now.  I  did  not  give  the  reporter 
any  information.  I  could  not  give  it  because  1  knew  nothing  about  the  affairs 
of  the  Iowa  delegation,  and  if  I  did  know  anything  about  them  I  would  not 
give  the  reporter  the  information. 

Chairman  Green — There  is  nothing  to  do  on  this  proposition  now  ezeept 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Iowa  delegation  to  make  this  a  part  of  the 
proceedings. 

Delegate  McAuley,  District  No.  17,  obtained  unanimous  consent  for  the 
introduction  of  a  resolution,  and  presented  the  following: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  24,  1912. 
To   tho   Officers   and   Delegates   of   the   Twenty-third   Annual    Convention, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.  Here  Assembled: 

Whereas,  The  relation  of  District  No.  17  West  Virginia,  to  Ohio  espe- 
cially, and  the  other  coal  producing  states  generally,  is  sueh  as  to  demand 
careful  consideration;  and 

Whereas,  The  organized  mine  workers  of  West  Virginia,  fuUy  appreciat- 
ing the  competitive  relation  of  West  Virginia  with  the  better  organized 
districts,  desire  a  better  and  stronger  organization  in  District  No.  17;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Besolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this,  tho  Twenty-third  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  that  any  contract  entered  into 
in  District  No.  17,  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  agreement,  shall  carry 
with  it  complete  recognition  of  our  organization,  and  the  closed  shop  as 
in  other  districts;  and,  be  it  further 

Kesolvcd,  That  in  negotiating  an  agreement,  no  surrender  of  any 
favorable  condition  or  prices,  in  exchange  for  such  closed  shop  agreement, 
will  be  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  P.  McAULEY, 
JOHN    GBEENWAY, 
LEWIS    M0BBI8, 
FRED  DBPOTER. 
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Delegate  Feehan,  District  5 — I  move  that  the  resolution  l>e  referrecl  to  the 
Coiumittee  on  Resolutions.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — A  number  of  similar  resolutions  were  referred  to 
the  Scale  Committee.  If  all  of  these  resolutions  are  acted  on  by  the  conven- 
tion it  will  show  every  weakness  in  our  organization.  We  feel  it  is  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  organization  that  those  matters  be  not  considered.  If  we 
consider  them  the  operators  can  get  direct  from  ourselves  arguments  that  may 
be  used  against  us  in  the  meeting  we  are  alx>ut  to  enter  into. 

The  molion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  carried. 

REPORT  OF  SCALE  COMMITTEE. 

Delegate  Walker  read  Section  1  of  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee, 
as  follows: 

1.  That  all  coal  be  weighed  before  being  screened  and  paid  for  on 
the  nin-of-mine  basis,  and  that  the  readjustment  of  the  prices  be  made  on 
the  basis  of  the  actual  percentage  of  screening  as  compared  with  lump  coal. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  re- 
commended by  the  committee. 

Del^ate  Savage,  District  0 — I  desire  information  from  the  committee. 
When  they  state  that  all  coal  shall  be  weighed  before  being  screened  and  paid 
on  the  run-of-mine  basis,  and  that  the  readjustment  of  prices  will  be  made  on 
the  basis  of  the  actual  per/*entage  of  screenings  as  compared  with  lump  coal  will 
they  go  into  Ohio,  go  from  section  to  section,  make  tests  and  have  the  scales 
of  the  several  different  mines  of  the  state  to  conform  to  the  test  ?  Or  will  they 
make  a  mn-of-mine  price  for  the  state  or  the  district? 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — The  committee  considered  this  i)hase  of  the 
matter  pretty  thoroughly.  They  decided  not  to  go  into  detail  in  providing  a 
way  or  method  for  arriving  at  the  readjustment.  They  decided  to  declare  for 
a  reajustment  of  the  prices  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  percentage  of  screenings 
as  compared  with  lump  coal.  That  is  a  demand  we  can  stand  l^efore  the  public 
asking  for,  and  no  man  can  point  to  any  portion  of  our  proposition  that  is  un- 
fair. It  is  absolutely  fair,  and  there  isn  't  any  other  kind  of  division  that  can 
be  made  that  will  be  fair.  The  position  of  the  committee  is  that  this  is  of  such 
vital  importance  to  our  organization  that  it  ought  to  be  given  first  considera- 
tion. It  is  a  position  we  can  take  publicly,  and  no  honest  an  can  point  to 
any  good  reason  why  we  should  not  get  what  we  are  asking  for. 

Delegate  Lackey,  District  11 — The  Indiana  bituminous  coal  miners,  as  usual, 
oecopy  the  same  peculiar  position  they  have  occupied  since  1898.     In  189S  in 
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the  city  of  Chicago,  a  8cale  of  prices  wns  made  that  changed  the  baaing  poinl 
for  Indiana  bituminous  coal.  Prior  to  1898  Indiana  bituminoua  was  based 
on  Hocking  Valley  scrocned  coal  price.  In  1898  the  basing  price  for  the 
mine  run  bituminous  coal  of  Indiana  was  made  at  the  basing  point  of  Illi- 
nois, the  Danville  field,  and  the  double  standard  was  agreed  to.  Tlie  basing 
point  for  all  coal  screened  was  made,  as  usual,  the  Hocking  Valley  ^eld 
of  Ohio.  There  being  no  arrangement  by  which  we  controlled  the  kind  of 
coal  Indiana  operators  run  and  pay  for,  for  a  period  of  years  they  used  the 
Danville  basing  point  in  determining  the  price  paid  the  miners  in  Indians. 

In  1900,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  we  procured  a  compromise  whieh  pro- 
vided that  all  coal  mined  and  shipped  mine  run  should  be  paid  for  on  the  mine 
run  basis  of  Danville,  111.,  and  all  other  coal  should  be  passed  over  a  regulation 
screen  and  be  paid  on  the  basing  price  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Field  of  Ohio. 
Since  that  time  we  have  enjoyed  that  kind  of  a  scale. 

We  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  the  basing  point  should  be  made  the 
Hocking  Valley  basing  point  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  actual  percent- 
age upon  which  we  shall  base  our  mine-run  demands.  We  don  *t  want  any  mis- 
understanding about  this.  I  am  making  tliese  statements  for  that  purpose,  not 
l>ecause  of  any  fear  that  wo  are  not  fairly  represented  on  this  committee.  1 
believe  the  man  on  the  committee  representing  Indiana  is  thoroughly  equipped  to 
take  care  of  any  responsibility  that  may  be  thrown  on  him,  but  this  is  infor- 
mation this  delegation  of  miners  ought  to  have,  and  there  ought  to  be  no 
misunderstanding  as  to  the  mine-run  basing  point  for  the  bituminous  field 
of  Indiana. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  think  we  are  now  discussing  about  the  most 
important  matter  before  this  convention.  I  want  to  preface  what  I  have  to  say 
by  explaining  that  I  realize  that  possibly  what  I  may  have  to  say  on  this  question 
mil  be  diverted  from  its  real  object  by  some  delegates  to  a  criticism  of  the 
report.  I  want  to  make  that  clear  now.  What  I  have  to  say  about  this  matter 
will  be  for  the  good  of  the  organization,  for  the  good  of  those  who  will  be  nego- 
tiating a  wage  contract,  and  to  prevent  ourselves  from  being  placed  in  a  position 
before  the  operators  that  we  cannot  defend. 

I  recognize  the  force  of  what  the  chairman  of  the  Scale  Committee  said 
when  he  made  the  statement  that  our  position  ought  to  be  fair,  that  it  ought  to 
be  a  position  we  could  defend.  As  far  as  the  reading  of  that  section  of  the  re- 
I)ort  is  concerned,  if  there  was  no  other  construction  that  could  be  placed  on  it, 
it  would  be  fair.  But  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  this  delegation  and  also 
the  members  of  the  Scale  Committee  to  the  fact  that  the  section  reads,  * '  That 
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ajl  eo&]  be  weighed  before  being  screened  and  paid  for  on  the  run-of-mine 
basis,  and  that  the  readjustment  of  the  prices  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  actual 
percentage  of  screenings  as  compared  with  lump  coal. ' ' 

I  want  to  know  where.  What  district  in  either  one  of  the  districts  that 
compose  the  competitive  field  is  going  to  be  the  point  where  we  are  going  to  de- 
cide the  percentage?  I  want  to  know  for  Ohio,  and  I  am  only  going  to  speak  for 
Ohio,  although  I  understand  something  of  the  other  districts.  If  we  get  the  op- 
erators to  concede  the  principle  of  paying  for  coal  on  a  mine-run  basis,  I  want 
to  know  whether  they  are  going  to  take  the  Hocking  Valley  as  a  basing  point, 
or  whether  we  are  going  to  have  Eastern  Ohio  as  a  basing  point.  I  ask  that 
question  because  Eastern  Ohio  development  has  been  so  rapid  that  the  coun^ 
1  come  from  is  now  the  largest  coal  producing  county  in  the  state. 

I  want  to  add,  in  addition  to  that,  that  in  the  No.  8  vein,  the  largest  coal 
producing  section  in  our  state,  we  have  the  greatest  percentage  of  screenings. 
While  that  is  true,  we  also  have  the  most  valuable  screenings  over  there,  because 
the  screenings  will  produce  more  heat  units  to  the  ton  than  in  any  other  sec- 
tion of  Ohio  outside  of  the  MassiUon  and  Tuscarawas  districts.  On  the  face  of 
it  we  may  say  that  does  not  make  any  material  difference,  once  the  principle  is 
established,  but  when  the  principle  is  established  I  want  to  know  how  it  is  go- 
ing to  affect  the  earning  power  of  the  men.  T  want  to  call  attention  to  another 
fact,  and  that  is  that  the  Hocking  Valley  district,  with  the  introduction  of 
machinery  the  percentage  of  screenings  has  materially  decreased,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  operator.     These  are  things  we  want  to  understand. 

Brother  Lackey  has  brought  out  another  point,  and  that  is  that  if  Indiana 
is  compelled  to  accept  the  Illinois  mine  run  rate  for  mine  run  coal,  and  have  the 
Ohio  screened  coal  rate  for  pick  mined  coal,  because  of  her  position  between 
the  two  states — and  on  top  of  that  1  want  to  call  attention  to  another  fact,  and 
that  is  that  in  Illinois,  the  basing  point  of  which  is  Danville,  if  she  had  not 
paid  a  premium  for  mine  run  right  along  there  would  not  be  the  condition 
that  exists.  I  think  this  proposition  should  specifically  state  in  what  point 
we  expect  to  make  the  test  to  regulate  mine  run  prices.  Then  the  balance 
of  the  mining  districts  in  those  states  will  conform  to  those  basing  points. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  am  glad  that  at  least  it  is  conceded  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  a  general  proposition  is  absolutely  fair,  and  that  the 
only  objections  that  are  being  raised  are  in  the  matter  of  the  details  in  working 
that  question  out,  provided  we  get  an  agreement  with  the  operators  that  they  will 
concede  this  demand.  The  8cale  Committee,  which  is  composed  of  only  one 
representative  from  each  district,  with  the  rather  limited  time  they  had  to  make 


Digitized  by 


Google 


600 

their  report,  felt  they  I'ouhl  nut  fix  the  specific  points  or  name  the  different  par- 
ticular places  where  the  test  should  \ye  made.  We  felt  that  when  we  went  into 
the  joint  conference  if  we  ^ot  an  agreement  covering  this  question  the  eight 
members  of  the  Scale  Committee  from  each  district,  along  with  the  delegates 
from  those  districts,  would  l>e  able  to  determine  what  those  points  were,  aa  they 
were  the  men  working  in  those  places,  lietter  than  this  Scale  Committee  com- 
posed of  one  member  from  each  district  was  capable  of  doing.  That  is  why  the 
points  were  not  specifically  fixed. 

It  developed  that  in  Indiana  there  are  some  places  where  there  will  not 
l>e  over  2  or  3  per  cent,  of  screenings,  and  to  attempt  to  have  a  readjustment 
made  on  some  baaing  point  which  would  make  possibly  an  average  amount  of 
screenings  would  be  a  reduction  to  those  men.  In  Illinois  the  basing  point  has 
l)een  fixed  in  Danville.  The  fact  is  that  the  amount  of  screenings  in  Danville, 
as  compared  with  the  iiorthern  coal  field,  differs  considerably.  As  a  resnlt  of 
that  condition  we  have  insisted  and  compelled  the  oi>erator8  in  the  northern  coal 
field  to  pay  as  nearly  as  wo  could  the  equivalent  of  what  the  reduction  meant  to 
us  by  having  the  basing  point  fixed  at  Danville,  to  make  the  adjustment  in  de- 
ciding what  the  percentage  of  screenings  is. 

We  feel  that  this  matter  is  absolutely  fair  and  no  man  can  question  it 
from  the  viewpoint  of  fairness,  and  the  delegation,  with  the  aasistance  of  the 
eight  members  of  the  Scale  Committee  from  each  district,  will  be  better  able  to 
work  out  the  details  than  this  committee,  and  possibly  consume  leas  time  when 
they  have  meetings  of  their  own  to  decide  the  question  than  this  conunittee  would 
do.  We  telt  the  only  thing  under  the  circumstances  we  could  do  and  that  wa» 
absolutely  fair  and  would  protect  the  interests  of  each  man — ^because  they  must 
Note  on  the  proposition  before  it  is  accepted — that  this  report  covered  the  situa- 
tion as  thoroughly  and  as  fairly  as  we  could  p<^ssibly  make  it  cover  it  at  this 
time. 

Delegate  Van  Horn,  District  11 — In  regard  to  the  Scale  Committee's  w- 
port  on  this  proposition  and  the  point  raised  by  Delegate  Lackey,  I  realize  as 
a  member  fr«»m  Indiana  that  the  very  proposition  objected  to  is  the  one  we 
sought  to  keep  away  from  by  this  section.  If  we  were  years  ago  liaaed  in  In- 
diana on  Hocking  screened  coal  and  later  on  the  Danville  mine  run  price,  it  is 
what  we  want  to  get  away  from  if  that  be  true;  and  we  want  it  as  thia  report 
says,  on  the  actual  percentage  of  screenings  in  our  field. 

Delegate  (iilmore.  District  12 — I  am  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. Jn  1889  a  resolution  was  ndopte<l  in  the  convention  held  in  Cohimbns,  O. 
At  thjit  time  1  represente'l  Indiana.     The  miners  at  that  time  were  hnnting  a 
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way  to  get  out  of  allowiug  the  operators  in  the  different  fields  to  use  cattle 
guards  for  screens.  There  were  some  places  where  there  were  two-inch  diamond 
screens  the  miners'  coal  would  have  to  go  over  in  the  West  before  they  would 
get  anything  for  it.  The  delegation  from  Pennsylvania  at  that  time  asked  to 
have  something  done  to  stop  the  operators  from  taking  all  the  coal  they  got  in 
the  soft  coal  regions  and  give  them  something  for  their  labor. 

In  that  convention — I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Lewis  was  there  or  not — 
but  I  will  mention  some  who  were  there.  There  were  John  McBride,  Watchom, 
Nugent  and  Jones.  Jones,  I  believe,  was  president  of  the  Ohio  district,  and 
John  Kain  was  president  of  the  Indiana  district.  Those  men  advised  us  to  go 
on  and  not  only  work  to  get  tlie  basis  established,  but  to  get  our  legislatures  to 
force  a  bill  through  to  get  a  rough  and  tumble  basis,  so  that  we  would  get  paid 
for  the  coal  we  produced.  Wc  agreed  in  Indiana  and  other  states  that  we  would 
take  a  test  for  thirty  days  and  weigh  the  coal,  both  mine  run  and  after  it  was 
screened,  and  take  the  equivalent  on  the  rough  and  tumble  basis  to  establish 
the  prices.  We  did  so.  I  happened  to  be  one  of  the  men  who  checkweighed  the 
coal  while  we  were  taking  the  test.  The  Indiana  operators  refused  to  accept 
the  thirty  days'  test.  We  ran  thirty  days  more  and  took  a  test.  The  block  coal 
region  at  that  time  was  not  organized  and  wc  did  not  have  authority  to- make  a 
scale  for  them.  We  got  a  law  passed  in  Indiana  and  enforced  it  at  that  time, 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  muddled  considerably  since  that  time.  The  miners 
asked  for  the  rough  and  tumble  basis,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  the 
operators  would  have  to  give  them  an  equivalent  for  what  they  did  in  different 
mines. 

In  Clinton,  after  we  took  the  tests,  there  were  some  of  the  mines  that  on  the 
test  had  one  and  one-half  cents  difference  on  the  ton.  The  operators  tried  to  get 
the  men  who  had  the  cent  and  a  half  the  best  of  it  to  cause  a  split.  We  forced 
them  to  take  it.  The  miners  took  a  cent  and  a  half  reduction  in  some  of  the 
mines  in  the  Clinton  coal  field  to  get  this  rough  and  tumble  basis.  It  is  nothing 
but  what  the  miners  asked  for  in  1889. 

Delegate  Armstrong,  District  12 — I  am  not  able  to  speak  to  you  as  an  offi- 
cial of  this  organization,  but  I  can  speak  to  you  as  a  man  who  has  been  digging 
coal  in  the  Danville  field  since  1886.  You  will  find  we  haven't  today  in  the 
state  of  Illinois  or  in  the  Danville  field  coal  as  soft  as  that  in  the  bottom  vein 
in  Clinton,  Ind.  It  will  not  make  the  slack.  We  haven't  the  soft  coal  we  had 
even  when  this  scale  was  formed.  We  were  then  under  the  Grape  Creek  seam. 
Now  we  have  got  out  on  the  prairie  and  it  is  thinner.  When  we  were  working 
Qpder  the  hill  the  operators  were  goo<1  enough  to  give  us  47  cents  for  the  mine 
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run  and  67  cents  for  the  screened  coal.  I  dug  coal  on  the  double  standard. 
Sometimes  we  would  dig  mine  run  in  the  morning  and  screened  eoal  in  tbe  aft- 
ernoon. Looking  over  our  statements  daj  after  day,  we  could  not  tell  the  dif- 
ference. When  we  began  to  take  reductions  we  came  down  to  a  flat  diirerential 
of  10  cents  between  the  screened  and  the  mine-run  price.  ThiB  price  waa  agreed 
to  in  Chicago,  I  believe,  in  1898. 

Basing  on  the  Danville  field,  with  a  proper  readjustment^  will  not  be  so 
l>ad  for  Indiana  at  all.  I  am  laboring  at  a  mine  when  I  am  able  to  woik  where 
we  load  a  6,000-pound  car  of  cojil.  I  have  served  there  as  cbeekwei|^mian  and 
I  have  watched  the  coal.  I  knew  the  old  system.  I  knew  the  kind  of  aezeen 
that  was  agreed  to  in  1898.  Taking  a  car  of  6,000  poonds,  which  would  be  $1.74 
mine  run,  you  will  find  it  will  easily  average  $2.13  screened  coaL 

Delegate  Downie,  District  12 — I  want  to  say  that  the  recommendation  of 
Ihe  committee  is  very  precise  and  according  to  the  instructions  our  fellow  work- 
era  gave  us.  The  clause  says  that  all  coal  shall  be  paid  for  on  a  mine-run  qrstem 
and  that  the  readjustment  of  the  prices  will  be  on  the  actual  percentage  of 
screenings.  The  chairman  of  the  Scale  Committee  says  the  delegates  from  a  dia- 
ci'ict  shall  agree  on  some  basing  point.  I  think  we  can  wait  until  the  time 
comes  when  that  will  be  done. 

The  motion  to  adopt  Section  1  of  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee  was 
carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

' ' 2.    That  we  demand  a  flat  10  cents  per  ton  increase  at  the  baaing  points." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  oonunittee  be 
adopted. 

Delegate  Lackey,  District  11 — We  don't  want  to  make  any  mistake.  It  ia 
always  best  to  have  an  understanding  as  we  go  along.  I  made  the  statement  I 
did  awhile  ago  for  the  purpose  of  leading  up  to  this  section.  This  section  says 
that  the  price  shall  be  increased  at  the  basing  points.  Indiana  has  a  basing 
point  for  screened  coal  and  a  basing  point  for  mine-run  coal.  Now  if  we  are 
going  to  get  the  actual  percentage  of  screened  lump  coal  are  we  going  to 
figure  that  percentage  on  the  present  mine-run  scale  or  on  the  lump  coal 
scale  f 

Those  are  questions  that  involve  the  question  of  the  earning  power  of  the 
Indiana  miners.  Indiana  is  willing,  and  has  always  been  willing,  to  saeiiilee 
in  the  interests  of  the  entire  body  of  organized  mine  workers,  but  we  feel 
that  Indiana  has  made  enough  sacrifices.  Indiana  made  a  sacrifice  in  1898 
when  we  accepted  the  Danville  basing  point  for  mine-run  coal,  and  we  feel 
that  we  ought  to  at  least  hold  what  we  have  gained  from  the  saeriilee  at 
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that  time.  To  figure  from  the  mine-run  basing  point  of  Danville,  111.,  means 
a  reduction  in  the  earning  power  of  the  miners  of  the  bituminous  field  of 
Indiana.  The  scale  that  carries  with  it  a  reduction  of  the  earning  power  of 
the  men  Indiana  is  not  going  to  be  agreed  to. 

I  understand  this  is  a  detail  to  be  worked  out  later  on ;  but  I  want  to  say 
to  jon  that  these  understandings  ought  to  be  had  as  we  go  along  so  there  will 
be  no  dispute  when  the  time  conies  to  fix  the  price.  I  understand  that  President 
Van  Horn  has  safeguarded  our  interests  in  Indiana,  but  we  want  these  things 
made  clear  as  we  go  along  so  there  will  be  no  misunderstanding  in  the  minds 
of  anj  of  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Van  Horn,  District  11 — As  I  understand,  when  the  first  resolu- 
tion was  readj  it  was  fully  understood  by  all  of  us  that  this  matter  must  be 
brought  back  here  before  being  adopted,  and  the  Scale  Committee  has  agreed 
with  me  that  our  position  on  basing  this  proposition  shall  be  from  our  state  be- 
fore it  will  be  adopted.    Is  that  plain  enough  f 

Delegate  Bobb,  District  H — Do  I  understand  you  to  mean  we  will  have  a 
basing  point  of  our  own? 

Delegate  Van' Horn — Yes,  sir. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  second  section  of  the  report  of  the  Scale  Commit- 
tee was  carried. 

**8ec.  3.  Twenty  per  cent,  increase  on  all  deadwork,  yardage  and  day 
labor." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Nelson,  District  5 — I  suppose  this  includes  the  trappers.  It  says 
' '  dead  work  and  day  labor. ' ' 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  5 — I  desire  to  say  to  Delegate  Nelson  and 
other  delegates  from  our  district  that  if  there  is  any  one  particular  class 
of  day  labor  that  is  not  now  receiving  a  sufficient  rate  of  compensation,  that 
will  be  a  matter  to  be  taken  up  when  we  are  adjusting  our  district  wage 
scale,  and  the  trapper  hoys  will  be  taken  care  of. 

Delegate  Nelson — The  state  of  Pennsylvania  has  a  law  prohibiting  a 
boy  working  in  the  mines  under  the  age  of  sixteen.  We  presented  a  resolu- 
tion stating  that  $1.19  is  very  low  wages  for  a  trapper  of  sixteen.  We  arc 
asking  for  an  increase  of  $1.75  a  day  for  eight  hours. 

Delegate  Defrity,  District  11 — Brother  Lackey  spoke,  but  ho  didn  't  tell 
all  the  truth.  I  want  to  correct  him.  I  have  loaded  coal.  We  have  the 
double  standard  in  the  state  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Lackey  is  a  good  man,  but 
wlienever  he  thinks  he  has  a  lifetime  job  he  is  mistaken.    Mr.  Van  Horn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


605 

more  moDey  than  a  man  who  digs  the  tie  holef "  They  cannot  see  why  the 
man  who  digs  the  tie  hole  should  be  paid  so  much  less  than  the  man  who 
drives  the  spike. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — The  Scale  Committee  had  the  matter  in 
mind  that  the  last  speakers  mentioned.  Speaking  personally,  I  can  say  that 
I  ha've  always  felt  about  this  matter  much  as  they  do.  I  think  delegates 
who  were  here  at  the  time  I  refer  to  will  recollect  that  I  brought  the  ques- 
tion up  and  made  the  amendment  that  raised  the  tracklayers  and  other 
classes  of  labor.  I  feel  yet  that  anything  that  can  be  done  to  help  minimize 
that  evil  should  be  done.  I  believe  the  report  of  the  committee  goes  as  far 
in  that  direction  as  we  can  reasonably  hope  to  go  at  this  time. 

A  later  section  of  the  contract  provides  for  reducing  the  number  of 
hours  of  the  inside  workers  to  seven,  based  on  present  prices,  which  would 
mean  something  like  16  per  cent,  advance  in  so  far  as  the  pay  they  get  for 
the  amount  of  time  they  put  in  is  concerned  compared  with  what  they  are 
getting  at  the  present  time.  You  don't  want  to  lo8e  sight  of  the  fact  that 
the  common  laborers  on  top  of  the  mines — and  I  think  especiaUy  in  Illinois — 
aro  getting  considerable  more  money  for  the  time  they  put  in  than  the 
common  laborers  in  any  other  branch  of  industry.  The  minimum  rate  in  our 
district  is  $2.48  for  eight  hours,  and  common  labor  all  around  the  mine  is 
generally  paid  $1.50  to  $2.00  for  nine  to  eleven  hours'  work.  We  cannot 
hope  to  be  able  to  put  up  a  very  strong  argument  for  that  particular  class 
of  labor  as  it  is  in  our  state,  when  we  have  got  to  acknowledge  that  there 
is  practically  no  common  labor  of  any  kind  whatever — and  common  labor  of 
every  kind  is  working  in  the  communities  where  our  industry  is  located. 
— getting  the  same  amount  as  the  common  laborers  in  our  industry. 

The  section  under  consideration  provides  an  increase  of  20  per  cent. 
above  present  rates  for  those  men.  It  is  2  per  cent,  in  advance  of  the  gen- 
eral advance  that  will  be  paid  to  the  coal  miners  and  when  we  stop  to  con- 
sider that  with  the  reduction  of  hours  for  the  same  prices  for  all  inside  day 
labor  the  sum  total  will  mean,  if  it  is  adopted,  something  over  36  cents.  I 
believe  if  we  consider  the  matter  carefully  each  delegate  will  feel  we  are 
going  about  as  far  in  that  dirction  as  we  can  reasonably  expect  to  go  at 
this  time. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  No.  13 — I  would  like  to  amend  the  section  to 
read:  "twenty  per  cent,  increase  on  all  deadwork,  deficient  work,  yardage 
and  day  labor."     (Seconded.) 

Chairman   Green — The    committee    informs   me   that    the   words   **dead 
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Delegate  Bobb,  District  11 — I  don 't  think  it  would  hurt  anything  to  in- 
ert the  amendment  of  ex-President  Lewis.  It  will  make  it  emphatic  if  we, 
IS  a  body,  stand  for  it.  What  is  the  strike  in  Great  Britain  for,  or  the  strike 
hat  is  about  to  take  place  there.     To  eliminate  inequalities. 

Delegate  Hind,  District  11 — I  seconded  the  amendment  of  Brother 
.^wis,  because  if  we  adopt  a  scale  here  and  the  operators  sign  it  and  we 
end  this  back  to  our  respective  districts,  they  will  tell  us  that  we  have 
signed  a  contract  and  they  will  not  consider  anything  else.  If  we  have  this 
userted  in  the  contract  they  cannot  throw  it  back  to  us  in  our  districts. 

Delegate  Peek — We  have  had  an  experience  in  our  coal  field  in  the 
southern  part  of  Illinois  where  superintendents  do  not  interpret  the  agree- 
irent  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  made.  In  one  case  if  the 
superintendent  finds  a  way  to  change  the  interpretation  of  the  agreement 
he  does  so,  and  it  causes  the  districts  and  sub-districts  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  If  that  is  put  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  section  there  will  be 
no  opportunity  for  any  operator  or  his  employes  to  interpret  it  to  mean  that 
■''e  do  not  want  pay  for  certain  kinds  of  work. 

Delegate  Rodgers,  District  5 — The  mine  foremen  take  advantage  of 
bese  things.  If  you  talk  about  a  horseback  to  a  mine  foreman,  he  will  say 
is  not  a  horseback.    He  will  say  we  are  to  be  paid  so  much  a  yard. 

I>elegate  Irvin,  District  2 — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
'-^I'esident  Lewis.  It  places  in  exact  language  the  demand  that  has  been 
^©  by  the  men  in  our  district  for  years,  and  it  is  something  they  have 
'^<i  to  get.  If  you  leave  it  to  be  decided  by  Section  11,  you  will  not 
^^if  y  what  is  meant  by  the  words  contained  therein.  This  will  make  it 
*-*^«r  there  will  be  no  getting  away  from  the  point.  It  specifies  all  dead 
'*^>  and  it  will  help  us  more  than  anything  else  this  convention  can  do  to 
'^y^e  scale  for  -all  dead  work,  something  we  have  been  unable  in  District  2 
^^t; — and  the  Lord  knows  we  need  it  badly  there.  We  have  been  getting 
'^^I'k  in  thinner  coal  from  year  to  year,  the  dead  work  is  being  increased 
"^  each  year,  and  in  a  majority  of  the  places  in  our  district  very  little 
^^^Hg  paid  for  lifting  the  bottom  and  doing  other  dead  work  in  connection 
*^  "the  mining  of  the  thin  vein.  As  ex-President  Lewis  said,  20  per  cent. 
Nothing  is  nothing.  That  is  the  language  one  of  our  operators  used  years 
^  after  we  had  agreed  on  an  increase.  In  a  great  majority  of  places  in 
^^"trict  2  that   is  what  wc   are   getting   for   dead  work — 20   per  cent,   on 

Delegate  Kobinson  (P.) — I  am  in  favor  of  the  suggestion  made  by  ex- 
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Delegate  Robb|  District  11 — I  don't  think  it  would  hurt  anything  to  in- 
ert the  amendment  of  ex-President  Lewis.  It  will  make  it  emphatic  if  we, 
s  a  body,  stand  for  it.  What  is  the  strike  in  Great  Britain  for,  or  the  strike 
hat  is  about  to  take  place  there.    To  eliminate  inequalities. 

Delegate  Hind,  District  11 — I  seconded  the  amendment  of  Brother 
^wis,  because  if  we  adopt  a  scale  here  and  the  operators  sign  it  and  we 
end  this  back  to  our  respective  districts,  they  will  tell  us  that  we  have 
Igned  a  contract  and  they  will  not  consider  anything  else.  If  we  have  this 
iiserted  in  the  contract  they  cannot  throw  it  back  to  us  in  our  districts. 

Delegate  Peek — We  have  had  an  experience  in  our  coal  field  in  the 
^uthern  part  of  Illinois  where  superintendents  do  not  interpret  the  agree- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  made.  In  one  case  if  the 
i^uperintendent  finds  a  way  to  change  the  interpretation  of  the  agreement 
he  does  so,  and  it  causes  the  districts  and  sub-districts  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  If  that  is  put  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  section  there  will  be 
00  opportunity  for  any  operator  or  his  employes  to  interpret  it  to  mean  that 
'''e  do  not  want  pay  for  certain  kinds  of  work. 

Delegate  Rodgers,  District  5 — The  mine  foremen  take  advantage  of 
^^se  things.  If  you  talk  about  a  horseback  to  a  mine  foreman,  he  will  say 
*«  not  a  horseback.    He  will  say  we  are  to  be  paid  so  much  a  yard. 

I>elegate  Irvin,  District  2 — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  offered  by 

^**e8idcnt  Lewis,     it  places  in  exact  language  the  demand  that  has  been 

^o    by  the  men  in  our  district  for  years,  and  it  is  something  they  have 

^<i    to  get.     If  you  leave  it  to  he  decided  by  Section   11,  you  will  not 

i^y  what  is  meant  by  the  words  contained  therein.     This  will  make  it 

e»r  there  will  be  no  getting  away  from  the  point.    It  specifies  all  dead 

»    and  it  will  help  us  more  than  anything  else  this  convention  can  do  to 

\e  scale  for  all  dead  work,  something  we  have  been  unable  in  District  2 

t — and  the  Lord  knows  we  need  it  badly  there.    We  have  been  getting 

rk  in  thinner  coal  from  year  to  year,  the  dead  work  is  being  increased 

«ach  year,  and  in  a  majority  of  the  places  in  our  district  very  little 

ig  paid  for  lifting  the  bottom  and  doing  other  dead  work  in  connection 

he  mining  of  the  thin  vein.     As  ex-President  Lewis  said,  20  per  cent. 

hing  is  nothing.    Tliat  is  the  language  one  of  our  operators  used  years 

\er  we  had  agreed  on  an  increase.     In  a  great  majority  of  places  in 

.  2   that   is  what  we   arc   getting   for   dead  work — 20   per  cent,   on 

5gate  Robinson   (P.) — I  am  in  favor  of  the  suggestion  made  by  ex- 
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President  Lewis.  Two  years  n^o  we  had  the  proposition  before  the  con- 
vention to  ^et  pay  for  all  dead  work.  We  have  to  go  as  hi||^h  as  fourteen 
and  fifteen  inohen  before  we  \^ot  anything.  Then  they  came  at  us  with  the 
remark,  **Why  didn*t  you  get  it  in  the  convention f" 

Somebody  spoke  ot  the  tlay  men.  The  driver  gets  more  today  in  proper 
tion  to  what  he  does  than  the  miner.  In  the  eastern  part  of  Ohio,  where 
20.000  miners  are  employed  a  man  has  to  do  five  times  as  much  work  in  one 
day  loading  coal  as  the  man  who  gets  $2.70  a  day  regularly.  Sometimes 
he  has  to  work  two  or  three  diiyn  before  he  gets  a  cent.  The  matter  ought 
to  be  taken  up  by  the  Scale  Committee.  They  should  demand  pay  for  all 
dead  work. 

Delegate  Charlton,  District  i) — 1  favor  the  amendment  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Lewis.  [  warn  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Scale  (*ouimittee  that  while 
they  want  a  uniform  price  for  coal  they  ought  to  have  a  uniform  price  pro- 
>ided  for  slate.  We  have  pretty  near  all  over  the  Pittsburgh  district,  a 
regular  thickness  of  slate  of  twelve  inches  which  the  miner  does  not  get  a 
cent  for.  If  we  can  make  a  uniform  price  for  coal  we  can  make  a  uniform 
price  for  slate,  the  same  as  we  have  in  the  old  country. 

Delegate  lleflferly — I  want  to  make  reference  to  a  statement  made  by  a  pre- 
vious speaker,  lie  stated  thj»l  in  the  mine  he  represents  men  make  $4.ob  to  $6.00 
a  day.  My  object  in  speaking  i:^  that  the  impression  should  not  go  out  to  t^ic 
public  that  the  miners  as  a  whole  are  earning  from  ^.00  to  $6.00  a  day.  Tluit 
is  not  the  truth.  Wliere  one  man  will  earn  $4.00  to  $6.00  a  day  there  are  t«c 
men  who  do  not  earn  $2.00  a  day. 

Delegate  Bosley,  District  11 — T  move  that  delmte  cease  on  the  aniecdmeut. 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Peek — I  did  not  siiy  the  miners  as  a  whole  were  making  $4.00  ami 
$0.00  a  day.    I  said  the  miners  in  the  mine  1  come  from  are  making  that. 

Delegate  Crone — Was  my  amendment  accepted  by  the  committee f 

(.'hairman  Oreeu — Yes,  sir. 

The  amendment  oiTered  by  Delegate  Lewis  was  carried,  and  the  sec- 
tion as  amended  was  adopted. 

^'4.  'A  uniform  work  day  and  wage  scale  for  all  classes  of  outside  and 
inside  day  labor.'* 

A  motion  was  made  and  sec(»nded  that  the  section  l>e  a'dopted  aa  read. 

Delegate  Tyas,  District  12 — Does  this  mean  that  blacksmiths,  machinists, 
firemen  and  laborers  on  top  will  receive  the  same  wages f 

Delegate  Walker — The  understanding  of  the  committee  is  that  all  classes 
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of  day  labor  u-ill  not  be  paid  the  same  price,  but  that  each  separate  class  will 
have  a  uniform  price  for  their  labor. 

Delegate  Douglas,  District  12 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
eonimittee  what  price  is  paid  carpenters  in  District  12. 

Delegate  Walker — There  is  no  uniform  day  wage  scale  for  carpenters  in 
JOistrict  12.  There  are  a  number  of  different  rates  that  have  been  fixed  locally. 
If  this  is  adopted  it  will  moan  that  there  ^ill  be  a  uniform  rate  made  for  the 
carpenters  as  well  as  every  other  class  of  labor. 

Delegate  Williams — If  we  have  a  day  wage  scale  for  a  driver  and  he  works 
on  idle  days,  will  it  be  the  same  on  the  idle  day  as  the  day  he  drives! 

Delegate  Walker — That  is  a  matter  that  has  always  been  determined  locally. 
For  the  time  he  is  driving  there  yrill  be  a  uniform  day  wage  scale.  In  some 
places  if  he  works  at  day  labor  on  idie  days  he  gets  the  drivers'  wages.  In 
other  places  he  does  not.  The  day  laborers  at  some  places  have  objected 
strongly  to  any  man  working  at  any  other  class  of  lalx)r  that  calls  for  higher 
wages  than  they  receive  doing  their  work. 

Delegate  Van  Horn,  District  11 — I  presume  Delegate  Walker  is  making 
the  statement  for  IXstrict  12.  You  understand  that  in  Indiana  the  low  rate  of 
$2.70.    President  Walker  does  not  mean  that  that  will  prevail  in  Indiana. 

Delegate  Lewis  (D.  R.),  District  11 — I  would  like  to  ask  if  tracklayers* 
helpers  are  considered  tracklayers?  A  few  years  ago  there  were  timbermen 
and  timbermen 's  helpers.  It  was  decided  in  our  place  there  would  be  no  such 
thing  as  a  timberman's  helper,  consequently  the  man  who  before  that  had  been 
helping  the  timberraan  received  timberman's  wages. 

Delegate  Walker — The  committee  did  not  attempt  to  define  the  status  and 
name  specifically  each  class  of  labor.  That  will  be  a  matter  that  will  be  prop- 
erly handled  in  the  conferences  held  when  that  question  is  considered. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — I  was  instructed  in  reference  to  having  a  uni- 
form outside  day  wage  scale.  I  feel  that  all  the  delegates  in  this  convention 
want  to  try  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  organization  in  the  future.  The 
worst  complaint  we  have  in  the  section  I  come  from  is  that  the  outside  day  wage 
laborer  does  not  get  as  good  a  scale  as  the  same  class  of  men  in  other  districts. 
I  understand  a  uuiform  day  wage  scale  will  mean  that  all  the  outside  day  labor- 
ers will  be  paid  a  uniform  scale,  and  that  scale  will  be  the  highest  now  paid  in 
other  districts. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

"5.  A  proper  readjustment  of  the  machine  differential  at  the  basing 
points  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania." 
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The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

**().  That  a  uiiiforiii  day  of  seven  hours  at  the  working  place  for  all 
classes  of  inside  labor  be  made  the  basis  of  the  above  scale,  based  on  present 
prices. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  l)C  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Delef^ate  Downie,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  we  strike  out  **  seven 
hours "  and  insert  ** eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank.'*     (Seconded.) 

I  come  from  a  country  where  eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank  is  t!io  rule. 
That  was  provided  for  by  the  (iovernmvnt  in  189.S.  Kven  if  we  accej)t  the  a-^ven 
hours  propusition  offered  by  the  committee,  in  many  places  the  men  will  be 
v7orking  eight  and  one-half  hours  and  eight  and  three-quarter  hours.  I  coniond 
that  if  I  am  in  the  mine  the  instant  I  step  on  the  cage  and  am  lowered  into 
the  mine  where  my  life  is  being  held  in  my  hand,  and  where  my  health  is  iuing 
affe<*ted  by  the  Imd  conditions,  I  ought  to  be  paid  for  it.  If  this  seven  hours 
proposition  is  carried  we  will  have  to  work  seven  hours,  take  half  an  hour  for 
our  dinner,  and.  taking  all  the  mines  together,  twenty  minutes  to  go  to  lur 
working  place  and  twenty  minutes  to  come  out.  That  will  make  eight  hours  and 
ten  minules.  If  America  is  going  to  be  progressive  and  keep  ahead  of  othcf 
countries  we  ought  to  demand  an  eight-hour  day  from  bank  to  bank.  The  in- 
stant T  step  on  a  cage  I  am  in  the  employ  of  the  operator,  and  T  am  in  his 
enifdoy  until  I  get  back  on  the  surface  again.  The  only  real  eight-hour  day 
we  ean  ha%'e  is  eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank.  I  hope  this  convention  will  de- 
mand it. 

Delegate  Walker-— As  one  of  the  questions  which  in  my  judgment,  more  di- 
rectly affects  our  ability  to  regulate  e\ery  other  condition  we  have,  this  one, 
ailK>ve  all,  is  the  most  important.  There  were  a  number  of  different  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  members  of  the  committee.  Some  favored  a  six-hour  work  day, 
five  days  a  week  to  constitute  a  week's  work.  .Some  favored  an  eight-h(mr  day 
Vom  l:»ank  to  bank.  Others  favore<l  n  continuation  of  the  present  status,  except 
.>iat  we  i)rovide  for  a  half  holiday  on  Saturrjay.  Others  favored  a  eontinuation 
f»f  the  present  status  of  affairs,  except  that  we  provide  for  an  idle  day  on  Sat- 
urday. The  desire  of  the  whole  eommittee,  h<iwever,  was  to  present  a  demand 
t;hat  we  eouhl  reasonably  expect  to  fret  through  and  which  from  a  competitive 
^^int  of  view  we  could  best  defend,  because  the  basis  for  making  all  our  ccm- 
crn4*t8  under  present  circumstances  with  the  operators  is  a  conifietitivc  basis. 

We  figured  that  ordinarily  in  a  mine  there  is  half  an  hour  taken  to  let 
the  men  down  and  half  an  hour  is  taken  to  get  them  up  from  the  mines.    In  ad- 
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Delegate  Beardeu,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  aim'udmeut  be  laid  on  the 
table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

*  *  7.     That  five  hours  constitute  a  day 's  work  on  Saturday. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hutton,  District  No.  12 — 1  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  ''five" 
and  inserting  *  *  four. '  *     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Albasin,  District  6 — I  niove  that  we  table  the  amendment.  (Sec- 
onded and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adoi)t  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was  car- 
ried. 

*'8.  We  demand  weekly  payment.  The  coal  companies  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  have  more  than  two  weeks'  wages  held  in  their  offices  at  any  one 
time. ' ' 

The  section  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

'  *  9.  We  demand  that  there  shall  be  no  limit  to  the  amount  of  deductions 
made  through  the  companies'  offices  for  the  miners*  organization.'' 

The  section  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

'*10.  We  demand  that  there  shall  be  no  discrimination  by  the  companies 
in  the  eniploynieut  of  mine  workers  on  account  of  creed,  color  or  nationality." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Fishwick,  District  J  2 — 1  move  t(»  amend  by  adding  after  the  word 
**  nationality "  the  words  ''or  anyone  who  has  been  active  in  the  cause  of  or- 
jL^anized  labor."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  do  nut  believe  Brother  Fishwick  intended 
(o  have  his  amendment  read  just  the  way  he  made  it.  At  least  I  do  not  believe 
be  intended  to  have  it  construed  the  way  it  will  be  construed  if  it  is  adopted  as 
he  offered  it.  If  we  luive  it  read  "or  any  other  member  of  our  organization 
he<*ause  of  activity  in  matters  affecting  the  organization"  it  will  be  better. 

Delegate  Fishwick — i  am  willing  to  accei:)t  your  wording  of  it.  In  many 
instances  men  who  have  \)Oen  active  in  the  work  of  organized  labor  have  been 
l»Iaced  on  the  unfair  list.  It  is  not  right  or  just.  Many  of  our  members  have 
had  to  quit  and  get  out  of  certain  localities  because  of  their  activity  in  advocat- 
ing the  j>rinciples  of  union  labor. 

Delegate  Zelenka,  District  <> — I  cannot  agree  with  the  amendment,  because 
it   is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  some  parts  of  our  district  coal  companies  abso- 
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Delegate  Murray,  Dintrict  IL* — What  disposition  has  hveu  made  of  Dclegato 
r*8  aiiiendmeut  / 

'hainiian  Green — ThiTv  is  some  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  chair  as  to 
lor  or  not  it  really  amends  the  section  pending;  but  the  chair  will  give  the 
ate  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  decide  that  his  amendment  is  in  order. 
IHMegate  Walker,  District  ll! — This  is  a  section  that  has  been  pretty  gener- 
n  demand  everywhere  in  our  district.  Up  to  tl»o  present  time  we  have  been 
Ic  to  get  it  incorporated  in  any  agreement,  and  not  altogether  because  of 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  operators.  If  the  amendment  of  Delegate  Miller 
oiporated  in  a  contract  anyone  who  wants  a  Job  at  a  certain  i:une  can  put 
ame  on  a  list  as  tm  applicant  for  a  position  in  that  mine  and  let  it  remain 

until  he  gets  a  job.  He  might  find  work  elsewhere  as  best  he  can  and 
nue  working  at  some  other  mine  until  it  came  his  turn  at  the  mine  where  he 
etl.     Jf  that  system  is  established  it  means  that  in  every  mine  where  the 

is  of  the  best  character  no  man  on  the  road  looking  for  a  job  will  be  able 
t  a  ]>08ifion  there.    A  majority  of  our  men  feel  that  the  man  who  is  out  of 

altogether,  who  possibly  had  to  leave  his  home  because  of  lack  of  employ- 

:it  the  mine  where  he  had  been  working — and  he  may  be  a  man  with  a  large 
ly  and  one  of  the  best  members — should  be  given  the  first  opportunity  to 
vork  in  u  mine  where  he  ai)plies. 

If  the  amendment  is  (puilified  in  a  way  that  will  ])rotect  a  man  on  the  road, 
further  <jualified  in  order  to  avoid  the  ]K)ssibility  of  our  organixation  ]>e- 
lace<l  in  a  wrong  light,  it  will  })ossibly  be  a  good  one.  There  arc  times — 
iiere  isn  *t  any  (piestion  about  it  at  all — when  men  have  been  working  in 

•  and  have  committed  acts  that  would  be  considered  an  outrage  on  the  com- 
^  and  possibly  towards  the  com[>any.     Ff  such  a  man  applied  for  work 
ttempfed  to  force  himself  into  the  mine  because  of  such  a  law  and  it  re- 
in a  strike  we  wouhl  not  be  placed  in  a  very  desirable  position.     It  might 

•  t  his  actions  prior  to  that  time  were  of  such  a  nature  that  <»ur  orgnnixa- 
'<>uld  not  go  before  the  public  and  enforce  a  strike  in  order  to  get  him 
j%inent  in  that  nunc. 

Vhen  we  meet  the  operators  to  make  a  contract,  whether  we  give  them  con- 
.tiou  here  or  not,  we  will  be  compelle<l  to  give  them  consideration  there. 
«  least,  if  we  want  to  secure  an  agreement  at  this  time  andx  we  intend 
Ve  that  amcmhnent.  or  the  inttMit  of  it,  incorporated  in  the  contract  it 
1  be  amende<l  in  nu<'h  a  way  that  while  w(»  might  get  the  results  desired 
**uld  not  Im*  put    in   an  inconsistent   position,  either  in  regard  to  our  own 
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wortljy  II  eiiibiMs  \\]i;»  iiijiy  be  on  the  roa<l  lookiug  for  work,  or  put  the  orgaiiixa- 
tiou  in  a  poHition  that  could  not  ho  8u»tained  by  h  fair-minded  man. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  12 — The  things  Brother  Walker  has  cited  possi- 
bly might  occur  if  this  amendment  became  i)art  of  the  agreement.  The  people 
\vho  j>resented  thin  amendment  did  not  do  ho  with  the  intention  of  bringing 
about  any  such  condition  an  he  mentiouH.  In  mines  where  we  work  we  have 
sren  m«»n  ask  for  jobs.  Tlic  boss  would  say  he  hadn  't  any  places  for  them,  that 
the  mine  was  filled  U[».  I'robably  in  an  h<mr  another  man  would  cGiue  along 
and  he  would  be  given  a  pla<*o.  The  next  day  he  would  have  his  tools  in.  We 
want  this  to  apply  to  the  fellow  who  is  on  the  road.  We  don*t  want  him  to  be 
^•ompolh'il  to  ^u  away  because  the  boss  doesn't  seem  to  like  his  complexion.  The 
intentitui  of  the  amendment  is  to  allow  a  man  who  drops  into  the  mining  camp 
and  asks  for  a  job  to  see  that  the  mine  manager  gives  him  a  job  if  there  is  one 
oi)en,  not  refuse  to  employ  him  and  then  employ  the  next  man  who  comes  along. 

Delegate  Hroshear,  District  22 — I  believe  Brother  Walker  has  put  a  wrong 
interj>retation  on  the  amendment.  This  has  become  part  of  contracts  by  deci- 
sions rendered  by  arbitrators.  That  applies  to  District  21.  There  is  nothing, 
in  my  opinion,  of  more  vital  importance  to  the  mine  workers  of  this  country  than 
to  protect  tlic  men  who  have  been  active  in  the  local  unions.  If  they  arc  not 
protected  we  will  not  retain  the  conditions  we  now  have,  much  less  secure  better 
conditions. 

1  come  fionj  a  district  in  the  Northwestern  territory,  the  state  of  Wyoming. 
1  have  only  been  there  since  last  August.  In  my  local  union  we  have  initiated 
as  many  ps  thirty-seven  men  in  one  night.  In  Wyoming  we  are  manufacturing 
more  coal  diggers  than  they  are  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  Since  I  have 
been  in  Wyoming  I  have  seen  at  least  twenty  coal  diggers  with  good  cards — 
and  some  of  them  1  knew  were  good  union  men — unable  to  get  employment.  Un- 
less wo  can  legislate  to  protect  the  man  who  is  active  in  a  local  union  wo  will  not 
l:e  able  to  retain  the  conditions  we  now  have,  and  T  am  quite  sure  we  will  not 
It  able  lo  better  our  conditions. 

1  iiuvc  heard  it  said  by  officials  in  this  organization  that  certain  men  were 
"tiox  car**  coal  diggers.  T  hold  such  men  in  the  highest  esteem.  I  believe  in 
a  great  uvuny  instances  thoy  ore  the  men  who  are  responsible  for  the  eonditioofl 
certain  people  are  getting  the  benefit  of.  I  thfnk  the  operators  should  be  pre- 
venteiJ  from  discriminating  against  these  members  of  our  organization.  A  con- 
dition prevails  today  in  District  21,  not  along  the  line  Brother  Walker  outlined, 
but  one  where,  if  a  man  asks  for  employment  and  the  boss  refuses  to  give  it  to 
him  and  that  man  remains  idle  waiting  for  employment,  if  the  company  employs 
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another  man  they  pay  the  first  man  compensation  from  the  time  the  seconil 
man  started  to  work.  It  was  done  in  my  ease  and  T  receive<l  compensation.  1 
believe  it  is  no  more  than  just.    '" 

The  clause  is  incorporated  in  the  contracts  that  the  right  to  hire  and  dis- 
charge shall  be  vested  in  the  operator,  and  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  shall 
not  abridge  that  right.  Everyone  of  us  know  that  the  companies  do  discriminate. 
1  have  been  told  since  I  have  been  in  Wyoming  that  I  am  too  active.  I  was  told 
that  by  a  superintendent,  and  the  result  was  I  went  down  the  canyon,  as  many 
others  have  gone.  If  I  am  sent  down  the  canyon  again,  my  case  will  l;c  in  In- 
dianapolis before  the  International  Executive  Board.  T  am  willing  to  go  on  re<*- 
ord  now  and  sRy  that  T  am  ready  and  willing  to  cast  my  vote  to  say  to  the  opera- 
tors that  they  are  not  going  to  be  allowed  to  pursue  that  policy  any  longer. 

A  point  of  order  was  raised  that  Delegate  Broshear  had  exceeded  the  time 
limit  in  speaking. 

Delegate  Broshear — I  have  attended  this  convention  year  in  and  year  out. 
This  vA  my  ninth  trip.  T  want  to  say  to  you  that  I  have  no  desire  to  take  up 
any  of  your  valuable  time.  .The  minutes  of  previous  conventions  will  show  that 
1  have  not  taken  up  much  of  your  time.  This  question  is  of  vital  importance 
to  me.  I  have  a  wife  and  four  children  and  I  have  been  driven  from  post  to 
post.  Now  J  am  up  in  the  Northwest,  with  a  fair  chance,  possibly,  of  having  to 
come  back.    That  is  why  1  say  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  me. 

I  have  formed  an  opinion  of  my  own  insofar  as  my  interests  are  concerned, 
and  that  is  the  interest  of  my  family.  I  am  the  father  of  four  children,  and 
I  have  formed  the  opinion  that  I  can  leave  nothing  here  for  them  except  working 
conditions  that  are  possibly  better  than  they  are  now.  I  may  help  to  br'ng  that 
abonty  because  they  are  going  to  have  to  pick  up  this  proposition  where  I  leave 
it  oflf.  My  only  desire  is  to  bring  about  conditions  as  favorable  to  them  as  I  can 
possibly  make  them.  I  am  going  to  be  active  in  this  organization,  regardless  of 
reHults,  regardless  of  whether  you  give  me  the  protection  1  believe  I  am  entitled 
to  under  any  agreement  signed  with  an  operator. 

Chairman  Green — The  other  day  the  convention  extended  an  invitation 
to  Dr.  Hannah  Graham  of  Indianapolis,  to  address  the  convention  on  the 
subject  of  woman  suffrage.  Dr  Graham  is  here,  and  as  her  time  is  limited 
I  suggest  that  we  suspend  the  regular  order  and  hear  her  address.  Hearing 
no  objections,  that  will  be  the  order.  I  take  great  pleasure  now  in  intro- 
dncing  to  this  convention.  Dr.  Hannah  Graham. 

Dr.  Graham — Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America:     I  am  much  pleased  to  be  here  today,  and  T  welcome  you  to 
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''There  is  a  vast  difference  between  diseiiMsing  a  question  and  arguing 
the  same,  also  between  arguing  and  dispute.  A  fair  mind  will  generally  dis- 
cuss or  argue,  while  a  biased  or  prejudiced  mind  will  dispute.  Men,  as  a 
whole,  are  broad  minded  and  capable  of  giving  a  true  analysis  to  any  poli- 
tical subject  that  they  will  take  the  trouble  and  time  to  calmly  investigate. 
The  subject  of  suffrage  has  not  been  seriously  considered  or  rightly  presented 
to  a  large  majority  of  American  citizens. 

**We  cannot  adopt  the  European  flag  or  march  under  it.  We  are 
Americans  and  therefore  we  must  present  our  case  to  the  keepers  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  having  faith  in  their  justice,  knowing  they  can  and  will 
help  us  in  this  our  case  of  taxation  without  representation.  We  are  not 
u?king  England  for  our  free  cup  of  tea  and  when  we  appeal  for  the  ballot. 
wo  appeal  not  to  our  masters,  as  did  the  colored  in  1860,  but  we  prewont  our 
case  to  our  brothers,  fathers  and  husbands.  We,  as  citizens  of  the  United 
Htates,  ask  a  legal  voice  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  thereof.  Born  under 
the  banner  of  the  Revolution,  we  need  not  be  naturalized.  Our  right  has 
not  succumbed  to  present  custom,  but  lives  on  smouldering  in  the  ashes  of 
liberty  from  which  it  will  arise,  and  as  the  world  grows  in  intelligence,  the 
balance  slips  our  way.  It  is  now  no  longer  the  distance  multiplied  by  the 
power,  but  the  power  multiplied  by  the  distance. 

''Our  brethern  who  claim  that  the  political  poll  would  be  somewhat  de- 
grading to  woman's  dignity,  have  not  taken  time  to  put  the  subject  into 
the  test  tube  but  view  it  with  a  narrow,  unsophisticated  mind.  We  do  not 
wish  to  dispute,  we  wish  to  argue  our  question.  Compare,  for  instance,  the 
college  of  coeducation.  Has  it  lowered  the  standard  of  woman  or  elevated 
that  of  man?  The  instructors  of  the  same  agree  to  the  latter.  Again, 
women  are  not  sent  to  a  feminine  window  to  pay  their  taxes;  they  find  their 
places  from  A  to  Z,  rated  equally  with  the  strongest  men  of  the  day. 

"There  are  subjects  in  politics  which  have  need  of  woman's  close  con- 
sideration, as  many  a  truthful  statesman  will  candidly  assert,  when  they 
achoowledge  that  much  of  our  law  has  been  born  in  the  mind  of  a  woman 
and  developed  by  tho  industry  of  her  husband.  Woman's  intuition  and  keen- 
sil^htedness  fits  her  for  surmounting  obstacles.  Her  best  efforts  are 
broQght  forth  by  the  opposition  she  meets  in  many  a  walk  of  life,  and  her 
progress  goes  on,  nourished  in  the  vase  of  persecution  and  moistened  by  the 
dew  of  justice.  Many  men  who  are  asked  to  espouse  our  cause  will  answer, 
**  Woman's  place  is  properly  her  home."  Were  we  living  in  an  ideal  world 
wbere  all   women   weie   adopted   by   the   mass   of  men  and  we  might  look  to 
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l^rment  workers  at  this  time.     T  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you, 
Miss  Catherine  Hurley  of  the  United  Garment  Workers  of  America. 

Misa  Hurley — Mr.  Chairman,  Delegates  and  Friends:  I  assure  you  this 
Th  a  great  pleasure  to  me.  Many  of  the  delegates  know  that  we  have  visited 
a  number  of  their  organizfitions  in  behalf  of  the  girls  who  were  locked  out 
by  Marx  &  Haas  of  St.  Louis,  two  years  ago.  I  was  sent  here  two  years  ago 
to  make  an  appeal  for  your  moral  and  financial  support  in  behalf  of  a  thou- 
sand girls  who  were  locked  out  by  that  firm  in  St.  Louis.  We  knew  wo  had 
to  take  further  steps  or  our  strike  would  be  lost.  The  money  yt)u  ^hvq  us 
at  that  time  practically  won  for  us  our  victory.  Our  men  and  women  wore 
blacklisted.  We  were  enjoined  by  the  courts  from  doing  picket  duty  around 
the  factories.  Our  men  and  women  were  not  given  work  in  other  f arteries  in 
St.  Louis.  Our  organization  decided  to  send  Miss  Sellins  and  myself  through- 
out the  country  to  solicit  moral  and  financial  support  for  our  thousand 
^rls.  I  want  to  thank  every  delegate  here  from  the  United  Mine  Workers 
and  from  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners' for  the  help  given  us  in  that 
strike. 

Today  we  are  appealing  for  help  again.  We  had  to  place  a  boycott  on 
a  manufacturing  establishment  in  St.  Louis.  We  could  not  organize  it.  We 
have  been  trying  for  fifteen  years  to  organize  that  house  and  have  failed. 
That  establishment  has  always  been  a  drawback  to  us  in  our  city.  I  refer 
to  the  Schwab  Clothing  Company  of  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Schwab  is  Vice-President 
of  the  Clothiers'  Association.  We  have  placed  a  boycott  on  him  and  wo 
have  come  here  to  ask  you  men  to  take  this  information  back  to  your  «liftVr 
cut  organizations.  We  want  you  to  help  us  in  this  fight  as  you  did  in  the 
fight  against  Marx  &  Haas.  We  fought  Marx  &  Haas  for  twenty -five  months. 
Last  October  we  signed  up  with  them  and  now  we  have  very  good  conditions. 
We  have  a  strictly  closed  shop.  Kveryhody  working  in  that  place  has  to 
come  into  the  organization.  We  are  on  the  best  of  terms  with  the  firm; 
they  are  proud  of  us  for  putting  up  the  fight  we  did. 

Now  we  know  that  with  the  help  of  organized  labor  we  can  have  the 
f^aihe  success  with  the  Schwab  Clothing  Company  as  we  did  with  the  firm  of 
Marx  &  Haas.  We  sincerely  hope  you  will  give  us  the  assistance  we  ask. 
I  hope  every  delegate  here  will  bear  in  mind  the  union  label.  That  label 
means  a  great  deal  more  to  the  United  Garment  Workers  than  you  men  may 
think.  And  I  not  only  speak  for  the  label  of  the  United  Garment  Workers, 
l>ut  for  everything  that  bears  a  label.  I  believe  if  members  of  organized 
labor  would  demand  the  label  always,  we  would  not  have  many  strikes  or 
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l>oycotts.  Membf.rs  of  orj{aTii/.«Ml  labor 'oiijrht  to  stand  tojjethrr  to  win  thps«» 
victories. 

In  purchasing  a  suit  you  must  have  tbrof?  labels  in  it  to  have  a  union 
made  suit,  one  in  the  inside  of  your  coat  pocket,  one  in  the  inside  of  your 
vest  pocket  and  one  in  the  hip  pocket  of  your  trousers.  Sometimes  the 
manufacturers  will  sub  parts  of  the  suit  out  to  the  sweat  shops  where  they 
do  not  have  the  label.  You  will  always  have  the  label  in  the  coat,  but  yon 
haven't  a  union-made  suit  unless  you  have  the  three  labels.  If  there  is  no 
label  in  the  vest  or  in  the  trousers  you  will  know  they  have  been  subbed  out 
to  scabs. 

Marx  &  Haas  never  talk  to  us  n()w  that  they  do  not  mention  the  m-ubs. 
Mr.  Marx  said  it  was  harder  to  please  a  bunch  of  scabs  than  it  was  to  pleaw 
a  bunch  of  union  people,  and  it  was  terrible  when  scabs  would  strike  un  an 
employer.     He  knew  tliat  from  experi«MH'0. 

I  want  to  thank  the  miners  again  for  the  support  they  have  given  us. 
^  Chairman  Green  introduced  to  the  convention.  Miss  f^innie  St*llins,  of 
the  United  Garment  Workers. 

Miss  Sellins — Mr.  President  and  Delegates.  T  have  visited  a  great  many 
parts  of  the  country  and  have  addressed  a  number  of  conventions,  hut  this 
is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  had  the  pleasure  and  the  honor  of  addressing 
a  convention  of  this  size.  I  am  prouder  of  this  badge  I  wear  than  anything 
I  have  ever  worn  before  in  my  life.  I  know  I  am  among  my  own  people, 
among  my  own  friends,  and  do  not  feel  in  any  way  embarrassed  in  st-andiog 
here  and  talking  to  you.  I  visited  the  Illinois  miners  when  our  trouble 
first  broke  out.  It  was  a  new  experience  to  me.  I  scarcely  knew  how  to 
talk  from  a  platform.  I  had  known  nothing  but  the  sewing  maehine  for 
fifteen  years.  However,  I  did  not  find  it  hard  to  talk  for  our  girls;  their 
faces  always  ^feemed  before  me  and  if  gave  me  strength  and  courage  to  go 
out  and  ask  my  people  for  help. 

When  the  district  council  said,  *'How  are  we  going  to  continue  the 
struggle f  Our  International  cannot  be  dragged  into  this,"  we  decided  to  g<» 
out  and  appeal  to  members  of  organized  labor.  We  then  had  an  injunction 
against  us.  I  asked  them  to  let  myself  and  another  sister  go  ont  and  tell 
the  people  th*^  conditions  we  were  living  under.  Then  we  were  told,  **Go 
and  God  speed  you."  Our  girls  had  confidence  in  us,  and  we  have  not  be- 
trayed that  confidence.  W-e  told  them  we  would  win  and  we  have  won. 
We  signed  i:p  a  wage  si-aic  with  the  firm.  We  signe<l  with  good  conditions, 
and  that  house  will  never  again  try  to  fight  the  United  (Jarmenfc  Workers. 
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But  there  is  another  house  in  St.  Louis,  the  Schwab  Clothing  Comi»any, 
that  employs  five  or  six  hundred  people,  that  will  not  recognize  our  organiza- 
tion. Mr.  Schwab  is  President  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Clothiers'  Association.  For  years  we  have  been  trying  to 
organize  that  house.  We  have  been  doing  everything  in  our  power  and 
our  International  has  done  everything  in  its  power  to  organize  it.  The 
^irls  are  afraid  to  join  our  ranks.  The  men  through  poverty  and  starvation 
wages  are  also  afraid  to  join.  Not  later  than  a  month  ago  we  wont  through 
that  factory  and  distributed  cards  asking  those  people  to  attend  a  meeting. 
Many  of  them  did  and  joined  onr  organization.  The  next  day  they  were 
«itscharged.  On  Saturday  I>»on  S<'h\vah  railed  the  girls  n\u\  mm  to- 
l^ether  and  said,  **I  am  going  to  form  a  union  of  my  own.  T  want  you  to 
join.  It  will  cost  you  fifty  cents  a  month.  You  will  get  sick  benefits  an<l 
«]eath  benefits.  I  will  build  you  a  pool  room  whore  you  can  spend  n  good 
<leal  of  your  time,  but  you  must  not  join  the  Oarment  Workers*  XTnion." 

Many  of  the  girls  are  foreigners  and  many  of  the  men  are  foreigners, 
f»ut  they  must  be  protected.  We  must  raise  thoni  to  our  level  and  the  only 
MTiiy  to  do  it  Ih  by  organization.  Tho  factory  door  of  the  Schwab  Clothing 
Company  is  locked  at  fifteen  minutes  after  seven.  It  a  girl  is  a  fow  minutes 
late  she  is  locked  in  the  basement  and  kept  a  ]»risoner  for  an  hour.  Then 
she  is  allowed  to  go  to  her  machine.  Two  weeks  ago  we  had  one  of  the  most 
severe  snow  stoims  of  the  season.  Tho  weather  was  bitterly  coH.  The 
men  and  women  were  late  when  they  reached  the  facCory  that  morning. 
Many  of  them  ifvere  locked  in  the  basement  and  kept  there  an  hour  or  two 
YxH-ause  they  were  not  there  on  time. 

Bef<»re  the  strike  at  Marx  &  Haas  several  of  our  cutters  wore  offered 
positions  by  the  Schwab  Clothing  Company.  When  wo  were  locked  out  at 
Murx  &  Haas  many  of  our  girls  went  to  the  Schwab  Clothing  Company  and 
a»ked  for  positions.  Thoy  were  asked  thoir  names  and  n<ldrosses.  Xot 
thinking  any  harm  they  gave  them.  Then  thoir  names  were  placed  on  tho 
liooks  of  the  Manufacturers*  Association.  Xext  morning  thoy  wcr^.»  told  to 
return  to  the  firm  they  had  worked  for.  The  cutters  w^ero  told  they  were 
labor  agitators  and  that  they  would  not  be  given  employmont. 

Since  the  fight  we  made  against  .Marx  &  Haas,  we  are  sure  we  can  lick 
the  Schwab  Company.  \Wp  haven't  any  money,  neither  did  wo  have  any 
n^onoy  when  we  started  out  to  fight  Marx  &  Haas.  T  assure  you  that  we  will 
uiake  Leon  Schwab  come  to  us  and  sign  up  with  the  union,  and  it  will  not 
take  us  twenty-five  months  to  do   it   this  time.      We  are  going  to  do  tho 
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port  to  the  iiieu  aud  women  who  are  blacklisted  and  boycotted  by  the  Schwab 
<.'Iothing  Company. 

According  to  the  portion  of  the  letter  I  read  it  is  illegal  for  the  Garment 
Workers  to  carry  on  a  boycott  against  the  Schwab  Clothing  Company,  but  I  do 
not  see  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Board  of  their  International  or- 
ganization to  enter  the  courts  and  restrain  the  S<*.hwab  Clothing  Company  from 
boycotting  the  members  of  the  St.  Louis  (iarmeut  Workers.  If  it  is  illegal  for 
the  Garment  Workers  to  boycott  the  Schwab  Clothing  Company,  it  is  illegal  for 
th«  Schwab  Clotliing  Company  to  boycott  the  Garment  Workers. 

We  do  not  have  to  pass  a  motion  here  to  boycott  the  product  of  the  Schwab 
Clothing  Company,  but  it  should  be  the  duty  of  each  delegate  to  bring  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  his  local  union.  Tell  tlie  members  of  the  local  un- 
ions of  the  conditions  that  exist  in  the  Scliwab  Clothing  Company's  factory. 
Impress  upon  the  nunds  of  the  members  th«t  as  union  men  they  owe  it  to  their 
organization  and  they  owe  it  to  themselves  to  refrain  from  purchasing  the  prod- 
uct of  the  Schwab  Clothing  Company  until  they  (tome  to  terms  with  the  United 
(tarmeut  Workers. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — I  move  that  this  appeal  take  the  same  course 
as  other  matters  of  a  similar  character  since  the  convention  has  been  in  session. 

Chairman  Green — You  mean  by  that  to  refer  it  to  the  Special  Com- 
mittee f 

Delegate  Finney — ^Yes. 

The  motion  w&s  seconded  and  carried. 

Chairman  Green — It  occurs  to  the  chair  that  now  would  be  a  very  good 
time  to  find  out  how  many  men  believe  in  woman  suffrage.  In  order  to  sat- 
isfy the  chairman's?  curiosity,  and  also  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  ladies, 
I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  show  how  many  believe  in  woman  suffrage.  All 
of  those  who  believe  in  the  principles  or  who  endorse  woman  suffrage  will 
arise. 

Practically  the  entire  delegation  arose. 

Chairman  Green — I  did  this  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Graham.  She  wante<l 
to  find  out  how  thoroughly  you  endorsed  the  idea.  Dr.  Graham,  you  can 
take  that  as  the  expression  of  the  convention. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Noe,  Vice-President  of  the  Restricted  Equal  Suffrage  Asso- 
ciation— Gentlemen:  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  endorsement.  I  feel  as 
though  the  labor  unions  liuvo  fulfilled  my  expectation  of  them  in  this  con- 
vention of  the  miners.  A  great  many  years  ago  when  the  organization  first 
began  to  make  progress,  my  sympathies  went  out  to  them.    I  have  watched 
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plojed  in  the  mines  or  we  will  eease  to  have  ability  to  maintain  a  seale  after 
we  bave  made  it.  District  21  is  not  the  only  district  where  dis<;riminatiou 
18  going  on  against  men  who  are  active  in  the  organization.  1  come  from  a 
mine  where  ten  men  were  blacklisted  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they 
were  active  in  their  organization.  If  we  do  not  have  the  ability  to  stop 
this  discrimination  and  the  competition  between  workers  for  jobs,  the  man 
with  the  least  union  principle  will  be  the  man  who  will  get  the  job. 

Delegate  Stewart,  District  21 — I  am  in  favor  of  the  spirit  of  the  amend 
went.  The  last  speaker  stated  that  there  was  some  discrimination  of  this 
kind  in  District  21.    He  made  a  mistake. 

Delegate  Brosbear — I  did  not  state  that  discrimination  existed  in  Di*? 
trict  21,  but  that  District  21  had  a  decision  from  the  arbitrator  providiii); 
that  if  a  man  asked  for  employment  he  would  be  given  employment  iu  his 
turn. 

Delegate  Htewart.  District  lM — 1  believe  when  anyone  comes  to  a  mine 
and  asks  for  work  he  should  be  the  first  to  receive  it,  providing  no  employes  of 
that  mine  are  idle,  i  do  not  U*lieve  in  going  to  a  mine,  and  because  the  boss 
<loes  not  like  the  color  of  my  hair,  he  will  be  allowed  to  say  I  cannot  have  work, 
and  in  an  hour  when  another  fellow  comes  along  and  asks  for  work  give  it  to  him. 
I  do  not  believe  in  m  fellow  working  in  another  mine  putting  his  name  on  the 
list,  but  1  believe  in  the  Men  if  it  is  worked  out  properly. 

Delegate  Esper,  District  12 — 1  believe  Delegate  Miller  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment that  every  mine  worker  shall  lie  given  work  in  his  turn  when  applying  for 
work. 

Delegate  Miller — That  was  my  motion.  I  did  not  intend,  as  Brother  Walker 
stated,  that  a  man  could  work  at  one  mine  and  put  his  name  on  the  list  in  an- 
other. 

Delegate  Walker — In  the  making  of  a  wage  scale  you  cannot  always  be  gov- 
erned by  what  a  man  li;is  in  mind  when  he  offers  a  suggestion.  The  amendment 
of  Brotlier  Miller  woidd  allow  the  very  thing  to  occur  that  I  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  delegation. 

Delegate  Hailstone,  District  No.  11 — 1  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Delegate  Miller  by  providing  that  the  applicant  deposit  his  transfer  card 
in  the  local  union  governing  the  mine  where  he  seeks  employment. 

(liainnan  Green— The  chair  will  have  to  rule  that  out  of  order  because  it 
is  covered  by  a  constitutional  )»ro vision. 

Delegate  Parry.  District    TJ— The  boss  refuses  to  give  our  checkweighman 
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fort  on  tbe  p*rr  'yf  tii^  X'*rrirn**«:*r^  *j*'V-cii' *^  vii  •*?-  '•{.itri-f:  *-iT'ir*s3  «  >Df 
time  in  the  fall  of  tKf  »-«-  v-  g**  jt  ^ai'-k  -'  -r:?;:  Ttin*.  I  lieh^r*  ::  •w^<ri!i  \*e  "•n** 
to  «io  s'>-  Ib  the  atrz'jUi^rT^  ♦*!*■  '*t?*r  Ubv  wi,«f  '*^  i  -Ji.ri'a'  *r  aiV  ^"S*  Ts.lk^5 
al¥MJt  th*»  <?i'ZKeni'je  wai*  j^rd^  Tia*  rfj^^-  ••  igr.:  'ir  >'v-r  :••  £fT  tL't  ^.r:'i'ir.vT< 
v^iio  wf»Te  JijildiTJg  tl**-  ••ltt**-k.*  JTi.*:  ••—  ?-:]«>;.  5*-l  ^''-  rr-r-  LkviiT;^  Ti-r  S'::SN 
to  e^sL*^  <i<.ifjg  iftf»-  ■•  .  rk.  N- x  v"  -  >-- j  v.  v  •  .j  ":.►  k  if  ••>■  '•.r.:..3ir.^  Tra->- 
-»i  ibe  tr;.ii.-|-»rtiit»««f*  ••♦-f  *^!.  ■■  M  a^^V  ?•?  '.- r  •*-;•  ^£  i  ♦t-  it  -  '■:  jie  n^  "tf  : 
jfivff  it. 

ln**t^ntl  tjf  hsiilTff'  r  r*^o  y^  r  <j'-—  I  •'-■!•.£  •»•?  had  **-*':-"r  hai-  :t  :t^:«^. 
•*That  the  ointrj*^  ftftjirnMrrir*-  f.n  Air:)  3.  aii'J  ^«i*^  "L  l*f^^m}*'T  M,  Iv*]:*.  ar.i 
tliiit  \Htih  parties  Ut  tL*-  ♦-orj^f^r^  t*-  nJ^'Tf-l  v-  •*-m:intiT-  :•  ;i*  arj  Tinie  ^y  jjiv- 
iiij^  fwrven  djiv?*  uoti^^  ♦'•  ^*jaT  '-ff*-*^.*'  I  ^'ffrr  :f-siT  a*  :i  --j^Mit-Jte  for  tlw*  n-i-»n 
ftf  rhe  fonimitt***-.     '^8*^.1. 4e*J-  ■ 

Delegate  BraD'Ion.  !>i«tr!#-t  ."5 — Wonld  That  yi!*An  ilai  dm  .ii«trioi  or  ?ul»- 
district  r>ould  «ijfn  upf  A  in*'ml»^r  of  ^»'jr  l<»^-al  uni^n  s^nt  in  a  rest»hition,  and 
ho  has  ank^d  what  di-^jK^^iti^^.n  ha**  ?4r<-n  ni;id*-  'if  it.  The  reMdiition  pn>vides 
that  thi«  eonvpntion  fctand  f*fr  ri«»  di*rri«-t  -i^nin;;  a  *.-»iiTnirt  until  the  rt|»en^- 
foTH  af^ree  to  odf  demands. 

Delegate  Walker — To  in<-^»r|M>raTe  that  i»ro|M-fsition  in  nur  repc^rt  would  put 
iifi  in  an  enibarraMfiing  it^i^ition  when  we  k^»  into  negotiation?  for  making  a 
wage  contract  in  any  conferenf*-.  If  we  meet  the  o|»eraiors  tomorn>w  and  we 
have  that  em^MxIied  in  our  demands  the  first  thing  they  will  ask  us  is,  **provideti 
we  are  ahle  and  willing  to  meet  and  agree  with  you.  are  we  g«ung  to  le  able 
to  get  a  contract  with  you  or  not?**  With  the  sc»rt  of  provision  in  the  eontraot 
you  propose  we  would*  re  eompelle^l  to  answer,  **Xo. " 

This  convention  will  aet  upon  the  fintil  re|>ort  of  any  s«'nlo  rommitttv  that 
goes  from  here  to  attempt  to  make  a  wage  eontrart.  Without  incorporatiuj; 
it  in  the  report  in  sueh  a  way  as  to  put  us  at  a  «lis;idvantage  we  will  lie  onahliMl 
to  meet  the  situation  in  a  way  to  protect  the  best  interests  of  our  members. 
The  committee,  or  a  portion  of  the  committee,  are  of  the  opini«»n  that  it  >\ould 
\te  unwise  to  incorporate  that  in  our  jiroposed  demands. 

Delegate  Sanders,  District  12 — T  move  that  the  substitute  be  laid  upon  the 
table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adoy»t  the  report  of  the  counnittee  was  carried. 

The  following  section  of  the  report  was  read  by  Delegate  Walker: 
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own  diBtricts,  aii'l  would  1m»  willinjj  to  roHsider  wage  iimtters  in  a  ronfor<?iH*e 
(•oniprisiiig  flioso  two  states  aloiio,  bnt  on  a  nMlucod  Jmsis  even  tliiMi.  How«?ver, 
your  represeutativen  rit  tlio  joint  inei»ting  in  Cliirago  jigrocd  uith  the  operators 
represented  there  to  name  a  joint  auh-roniniittoe  t»)  wait  up<»n  the  operators  of 
western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  and  try  to  ])rovail  upon  them  to  attend  an 
informal  meeting  to  diwuss  ways  and  means  of  rehabilitating  this  nioveniont. 
They  were  also  to  consider  issuing  a  call  for  a  joint  wage  conferenco.  In 
addition  we  sent  them  notices  to  try  t(»  arrange  a  time  and  pla<M»  Avherc  we 
might  offer  argument  in  f:»vor  of  the  plan. 

However,  our  efforts  on  that  <lir€k'tion  wore  unavailing.  Our  n'|)n*s«'ntitives 
from  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  did  all  they  could.  They  attended  this  meeting 
and  tr».ed  to  prevail  upon  the  ojierators  to  attend  an  informal  conference.  They 
notified  us  that  they  would  not  attend  that  kind  of  a  meeting,  but  wcudd  be 
willing  to  attend  a  meeting  comprised  of  the  territory  1  am  now  aV)out  to  men- 
lion.  Thoy  .said  they  would  attend  an  informal  meeting  of  western  Pfnuyyl- 
\ania,  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  there  determine  where  or  not  they  would  allow 
Illinois  to  participate  in  a  eonferenc<»  that  might  be  called  later. 

The  joint  sub-committee  created  by  the  (Chicago  conference  held  a  meet- 
ing, considered  their  ref>ort,  an^f  from  that  meeting  wr  reconvene*!  the 
informal  conference  that  create<l  us  at  Chicago  and  asked  them  to  meet  us 
here  in  Indianapolis,  which  they  did.  After  discussing  every  phase  of  the 
queation  the  miners  decided  to  issue  a  call  for  a  wage  conference  without 
any  reatrietion  as  to  representation,  and  aske<l  them  to  send  representatives 
to  a  meeting  that  might  be  called  here  tomorrow.  An<l  your  Internationnl 
I'reaident  was  instructed  and  acted  in  accordance  with  the  universal  wish 
of  every  representative  of  the  miners  in  that  meeting. 

After  meetings  were  held  by  western  Pennsvlvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana 
operators  we  were  notified  that  they  would  attend  the  wage  confer<*nc«» 
commencing  tomorrow,  providing  the  representation  was  restricted  to  eighJ 
from  jeaeh  side  from  ertch  district.  I  think  we  could  not  afford,  much  as  I 
agree  with  many  of  the  statements  made  by  Delegate  Evans,  that  our  joint 
I'Onventions  have  been  e<lucational  to  some  extent  at  least,  to  refuse  to 
meet  them  in  that  sort  of  conference.  The  j<rgument  the  operators  have  ad- 
vanced to  me  personally  and  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  committee  is 
that  they  are  opjwsed  to  a  large,  unwieldy  joiiit  convention.  They  say  the 
work  of  formulating  a  wage  scale  is,  after  all,  the  work  of  small  commit- 
tees.    A    confi*rence  generally  reduces   itself,   as  you   well   know,   to   a    few 
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have  been  two  or  three  days  of  joiut  conferences.  So  far  as  I  know  it  hais 
never  resulted  in  having  anything  to  do  with  making  the  scale.  Repre- 
Hentatives  of  the  various  districts  took  up  the  work  of  attempting  to  reach 
an  agreement  in  a  scale  committee.  That  committee  was  forced  to  go  into 
mib-committee  before  anything  could  be  done.  That  sub-committee  was 
compose<l  of  four  members  from  each  state.  We  have  always  had  to  go 
into  that  sub-committee  before  anything  came  of  the  negotiutiuns.  So  far 
as  the  merit  of  this  propositiou  of  an  open  joint  convention  is  concerned, 
from  any  point  of  view  you  can  look  at  it,  the  only  good  that  can  come 
of  it  is  that  one  bunch  will  have  a  chance  to  tell  the  other  bunch  what  they 
think  of  them.  If  we  get  the  records  of  the  Joint  Scale  C'ommittoe  printed 
and  every  delegate  can  get  a  knowledge  of  what  occurred  it  will  eliminate 
even  that  objection. 

If  we  refuse  to  meet  the  operators  now  it  means  that  we  are  saying  to 
the  public  that  as  an  organization  we  are  going  to  refuse  to  meet  the  oper- 
ators to  attempt  to  negotiate  a  wage  contract.  I  say  as  one  member  of  the 
committee  we  cannot  justify  that  action,  cither  with  the  American  people 
or  with  our  own  membership.  If  you  refuse  to  ado])t  this,  when  you  go  back 
home  to  the  men  who  are  paying  you  something  will  drop,  and  you  will 
hear  it  drop  mighty  hard. 

Delegate  Jarrard,  District  12 — I  move  that  debate  on  this  question 
cease.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

A  Delegate — I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  if  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  is  concurred  in,  will  it  allow  the  dele- 
gates to  go  into  the  joint  convention  and  listen  to  the  arguments? 

<*hairman  Green — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  chair  that  the  men  who  are 
selected  as  representatives  of  the  minors  ancl  the  men  who  are  selected  as  rej)- 
resentatives  of  the  operators  will  probably  meet  in  a  i)lacc  too  small  for  this 
delegation  to  get  in. 

The  motion  to  adoj>t  the  section  as  recomniendcd  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

Delegate  Van  Horn — I  presume  as  the  demands  of  the  anthracite  mine 
workers  have  been  before  you,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  move  the  adoption  of 
that  part  of  the  report.     The  recumniendation  of  the  ronnnittee  Ih: 

'*Your  committee  recommends  that  the  demands  of  the  anthracite  mine 
workers  as  made  by  them  in  the  tri-distrirt  conviMition  of  Districts  Nos.  1,  7 
and  9,  held  at  Pottsvillc,  Pa..  November  3,  1911,  be  made  part  of  the  demands 
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they  not  nuly  had  the  repolution  referred  to  by  the  delejjate,  but  reHoliitionn 
trom  other  local  unions  bearing  on  the  same  question,  and  when  they  connidered 
tbeni  all  ihey  adopted  the  demands  of  the  anthracite  mine  workers  that  have 
iMen  read  here  as  a  substitute  for  all  the  resolutions. 

The  motion,  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  as  a  whole,  as  amended, 
was  carried. 

At  6  o'clock  p.  ni.  the  convention  was  adjourned  to  reconvene  at  0 
o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  January  25. 


NINTH  DAY- MORNING  8E8SI0N 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o^'Jock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  January 
25,  President  White  in  the  chair. 

President  White — We  will  return  to  the  order  of  business  that  was  sus- 
pended to  hear  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee.  We  will  now  hear  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Constitution. 

Delegate  Green,  District  (\ — Wo  have  already  passed  on  sections  of  the 
^constitution  and  deferred  action  thereon  until  we  could  hear  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Officern'  Report.  It  is  quite  likely  there  will  be  other 
s<*ction8  to  be  acted  on  likewise.  J  therefore  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended and  that  we  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  at  this 
time.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Osborne,  District  No.  12 — Secretary  McDonald  has  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports.  He  is  not  here  this  morning  and  may  not 
lie  here  until  after  the  noon  adjournment. 

President  White — Secretary  McI>onald  is  absent  owing  to  the  death  of 
one  of  the  board  members  of  District  12,  which  occurred  last  evening  in  an 
Indianapolis  hospital.  The  Conmiittee  on  Constitution  will  continue  to  re- 
port until  Secretary  McDonald  can  be  present. 

RKPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   OX   CO.VSTITUTION. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  stated  that  Section  31  of  Article  XL 
bad  been  under  consideration  at  the  time  the  rules  were  suspended  to  allow 
the  Scale  Committee  to  report,  an<!  that  l>ch»gate  Esjier  had  offered  the  fol- 
lowing substitute  for  the  section: 

**Upon  the  signed  petition  of  20  jn^r  cent,  of  the  entire  membership  to 
recall  any  of  the  officers  of  the  International  guilty  of  malfeasance  in  office, 
Miid  petition  to  accompany  charjrcs  for  which  recall  is  nsked  and  defense  of 
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they  not  only  had  the  resolution  referred  to  hy  the  delegate,  but  resolutions 
from  other  l(H*al  unions  bearing  on  the  same  question,  and  when  they  considered 
tbem  all  ihey  adopted  the  demands  of  the  anthracite  mine  workers  that  have 
been  read  here  as  a  substitute  for  all  the  resolutions. 

The  motion,  to  adopt  the  refwrt.  of  the  committee  as  a  whole,  as  amended, 
was  carried. 

At  6  o'clock  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned  to  reconvene  at  H 
o'clock  a.  m,f  Thursday,  January  25. 


NINTH  DAY- MORNING  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  January 
25,  President  White  in  the  chair. 

President  White — We  will  return  to  the  order  of  business  that  was  sus- 
pended to  hear  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee.  We  will  now  hear  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Constitution. 

Delegate  (ireen.  District  i\ — Wo  have  already  passed  on  sections  of  the 
tronstitution  and  deferred  action  t hereon  until  we  could  hear  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report.  It  is  quite  likely  there  will  be  other 
.sections  to  bo  acted  on  likewise.  I  therefore  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended and  that  we  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Keport  at  this 
time.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Osborne,  District  No.  12 — Secretary  McDonald  has  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports.  He  is  not  here  this  morning  and  may  not 
he  here  until  after  the  noon  adjournment. 

President  White — Secretary  McDonald  is  absent  owinjj  to  the  death  of 
one  of  the  board  members  of  District  12,  which  occurred  last  evening  in  an 
Tndianax>oliH  hospital.  The  Connuittcc  on  Constitution  will  continue  to  re- 
I»ort  until  Secretary  McDonald  can  be  present. 

KEPORT  OF  COMMITTRK   ()\   CONSTITUTIOX. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  stated  that  Section  31  of  Article  XI 
had  been  under  consideration  at  the  time  the  rules  were  suspended  to  allow 
the  Scale  Committee  to  report,  and  that  l)eh*gate  HJsfK'r  had  offered  the  fol- 
lowing substitute  for  the  section: 

*MIp<»n  the  signed  petition  of  20  jht  cent,  of  the  entire  membership  to 
recall  any  of  the  officers  of  the  International  guilty  of  malfeasance  in  office, 
wild  petition  to  accompany  charges  for  whii-h  recall  is  asked  and  defense  of 
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those  chaTges.  Within  thirty  days  after  petition  is  sent  to  tbe  Intematioiud 
Kxecutive  Boarti  they  shall  call  an  election  for  the  recall  of  Intematioiia] 
officers  so  charged ;  said  election  to  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  election  laws 
of  the  organization. ' ' 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  No.  12 — T  move  that  the  sub8titut€  be  laid  upon 
the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.) — T  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  that  in  line  2  the  words  ''entire  membership ''  be  stricken  out  and 
the  following  inserted:  ''The  highest  vote  cast  for  any  officer  at  the  preceding 
election,"  and  in  line  9  the  words,  "entire  membership"  be  stricken  out  and 
the  words  "highest  vote  cast  for  any  officer  at  the  preceding  election,''  in- 
serted.    (Seconded.) 

T  would  not  offer  this  amendment  to  the  constitution  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  get  30  per  cent,  of  our  membership  to  take 
part  in  the  election.  According  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee  a  man 
could  occupy  one  of  the  offices  of  president,  vice-president  or  secretary-treasurer 
and  receive  a  less  number  of  votes  than  would  be  required  to  institute  a  recall 
for  instance,  I  doubt  if  the  present  officers  or  their  predecessors  ever  held 
office  In-  receiving  a  m.ijority  vote  of  the  membershij),  not  even  in  the  last 
election.  And  after  getting  the  office,  in  order  to  institute  a  recall,  it  would 
require  a  petition  signed  by  at  least  90,000  members.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
we  have  members  of  our  organization  who  take  so  little  interest  in  tbe  move- 
mont  as  to  neglect  to  vote,  but  the  fact  remains  that  they  do  not  participate 
in  the  elections.  The  fact  remains  that  they  would  not  vote  on  election  day  in 
many  instances  were  it  not  that  they  cannot  work  in  the  mines.  If  we  are  to 
have  a  referendum  and  recall  let  us  have  one  that  is  practical. 

According  to  the  report  »f  the  comniittoc  it  would  take  30,000  men  to 
start  the  recall.  The  petition  would  have  to  be  signed  by  at  least  90,000  men 
i)efore  it  could  ne  submitted  to  the  membership,  and  the  officer  to  be  recalled 
might  have  been  elected  by  less  than  80,000  members.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  we  Inve  so  many  dues-paying  members  only. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — Those  recommendations  are 
to  govern  each  and  every  member  of  the  T,^nitod  Mine  Workers.  We  are  not 
making  a  constitution  for  the  a^'tive  members  or  the  inactive  members,  we  are 
making  a  constitution  for  the  I'nited  Mine  Workers  of  America.  Am  has  been 
said  before,  the  move  for  .*i  recr<ll  in  our  organization  is  something  entirely  new. 
We  must  take  ste]>s  in  initialing  a  recall,  not  only  to  protect  the  members  from 
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mscrupuloufl  officers  tlicy  luight  want  to  recall,  but  we  must  take  steps  that 
vill  protect  and  conserve  the  interests  of  the  nionibcrs  themselves. 

Under  the  proposed  amendment  of  Delegate  (tildea  about  all  an  officer  of 
his  organization  would  be  doing  during  his  entire  term  would  be  defending 
limseif  against  these  writs  of  recall.  I  believe  it  should  take  10  per  cent,  of 
he  entire  membership  of  this  organization  to  initiate  a  recall,  and  if  90,000 
nen  out  of  a  membership  of  over  300,000  ar<i  nut  willing  that  an  election  be 
leld  for  the  recall  of  any  ot!icer  it  shows  plainly  that  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
>er8  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  are  not  in  favor  of  having  an  election  for 
he  recall  of  any  officei. 

As  I  said  before,  this  is  a  new  move,  and  some  of  the  men  who  at  this 
ime  desire  to  cut  the  percent-age  down  and  make  the  recall  a  burden  instead 
)f  a  help  to  this  organization  have  themselves  at  no  time  attempted  to  insert 
n  the  constitution  of  our  organization  u  plank  calling  for  the  initiative,  refer- 
'ndum  and  recall.  We  believe  the  report  of  the  committee  is  a  safe  and  sane 
)ropositibn  for  the  membership  of  this  organization  to  adopt;  one  that  will 
>rotect  them;  one  that  means  more  to  them  than  anything  that  has  been  done 
n  the  way  of  progressive  legislation  up  to  this  time.  I  believe,  as  an  officer 
►f  this  organization,  that  if  the  Executive  Board  of  the  organization  would  de- 
naud  the  recall  of  an  officer  he  should  be  honorable  enough  to  bow  to  the  will 
>f  a  majority  of  the  members  of  that  Board.  I  do  not  believe,  as  some  of  the 
iresiding  officers  of  this  organization  have,  that  because  they  were  elected  by 
be  rank  and  file  they  would  not  allow  any  convention  or  any  other  body  to 
emovc  them  from  the  office  they  held.  And  I  say  to  you  again  that  by  adopt- 
ng  the  report  of  the  committee  you  will  go  a  long  way  toward  protecting  the 
nembership  and  toward  instituting  progressive  legislation  in  this  organization 
hat  will  mean  something  to  the  membership. 

Delegate  Lackey,  District  11 — I  believe  the  section  under  consideration 
s  one  of  the  most  important  that  will  go  to  make  up  our  constitution.  I  think 
f  there  is  any  one  fcoturo  of  the  constitutitm  that  ought  to  be  thoroughly  con- 
idered  it  is  this  proj)osition  of  the  referendum  and  recall.  I  am  heartily  in 
'avor  of  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall  being  applied  to  every  official 
epresehti^ig  the  American  people.  We,  representing  a  great  body  of  American 
»eople,  are  practically  initiating  this  system  of  political  economy,  and  if  in 
ur  initiation  of  the  initiative  and  recall  we  should  make  a  mistake  it  will  be 
cp-eat  barrier  to  the*  introdn<-tion  of  this  system  in  our  political  affairs. 

We  believe  and  we  advocate  that  the  judiciary  of  this  country  ought  to 
e  subject  to  recall  because  of  their  assumption  of  controlling  our  government. 
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W«»  h!i\<»  ()ppr)siti()ii.  «'s|u»t'i!ill\  ji;j:Mr»st  tlu*  ri*<':ill  «»f  tlie  juHuriurv,  mid  if  there 
t»vrr  was  an  instil iif ion  in  iMiniMM-tion  with  \hv  j^overnmiMit  ti»  wliirli  the  renll 
(Hi^lit  It)  ill*  a|>|>lii'(l  it  is  tli<'  .judiriarv  of  this  c'oniitry.  ft  is  snid  that  to  initntr 
iIiiN  i^vHtoii)  of  n>f:ili  will  put  in  tlM>  hanils  of  ilosiirning  ]itH.»plo.  t>f  polit ie«I  rings, 
of  nion  wlio**f  principles  :ir<>  not  f<ir  tlio  i^ooH  but  for  the  oviTtlirow  of  a  eor- 
vovi  svstoni.  :i  ihnigtM'ous  power.  And  if  wo  «Io  nniko  a  inistaki'  horo  tbc  irgu- 
nifiit  »>f  till'  (ippoiH'ins  of  the  svstiMu  will  In*  complete. 

1  tliiiik  W4»  ou^ht  to  Ik*  vcrv  <-:ni«ful.  I  think  wo  oujjlit  to  iniiri'li  up  to  thi" 
system  ill  a  way  to  show  .to  thos*-  who  ojipow  the  initintivc,  roferendiim  »ih1 
lerall  thj;t  it  is  a  safe  system  !••  folh>w  even  in  the  j;(»voriinieiit  of  the  Uaitrf 
State-N.  Tlie  purpi»se  of  tln»  m-.-ill  is  not  to  yive  any  sot  of  pooplo,  any  politi- 
eal  rii".«^.  an  opportunity  to  har:»ss  th«'ir  I'nemios.  The  pur|Hjw  of  tbc  rff»W 
ami  the  referendum  is  to  mak«'  men  who  servf  us  in  ^ovorninoiital  affairs  W*"* 
the  people  ami  not  their  own  intort*s*s.  And  it  ou>»ht  to  he  as  imieh  a  <OT* 
sideralion  of  the  |MM»pli'  who  f;ivor  the  rorall  to  l»o  fair  to  the  servant*  of  tl* 
people  as  to  ask  the  serxants  of  the  people  t»)  In?  fair  to  them. 

Wo  ought  not  to  ^o  lt)o  far  rilonjr  this  line.  I  believe  the  adoption  of  the 
rorommondution  of  our  eonstitutional  oommitttM'  will  bo  a  step  in  the  right 
direetion;  and  if  it  so'-ins  that  it  is  t«»o  hard  we  i-an,  at  the  neitt  eonwntion. 
when  w'o  ar<'  on  safe  ground,  go  further,  and  wt-  will  make  no  iniHtakc  in  the 
eiul.  Then  the  eriti<*s  of  this  system  will  n«>t  be  able  to  jvoint  to  ua  and  MJ 
the  C'litod  Miiu'  Workers  ha\e  inside  a  mistake;  that  they  have  made  a  play- 
thing of  the  initial iv»'.  rot'eromlum  and  rerall. 

Oelogate   Williams   (K.),    Distriet    1*J — .Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  workera: 
1  believe  in  supporting  a  central,  dire*  ling  authority  in  the  afTuirrt  of  an  imlns- 
trial  organization,  but  I  believe  that  central  authority  ought  to  be  subject  to  the 
will  of  the  workers,  and  if  at  any  time  the  ollirors  cease  to  serve  the  interwls 
of  tho.so  workers  they  should  bo  within  the  reacli  of  the  w«»rker>*  to  rncall  them. 
That  is  why  f  favor  the  amendment.     To  my  mind  the  n^port  of  the  eommittef 
has  one  ubsunl  feature.     It  says  that    In  per  i'ont.  of  tin*  entire  metiilienhip  i'f 
iK'cessary   t«.»  initiate   ;!    moxoment    t«»  recull   an    idlicer.      Suppo^te  wo   desire  to 
recall  the  l^oard  member  of  a  district   with  oniv    in, (KM)  membcrsi,  and  it  will 
r«iuirc   U)  per  <-ent.  of  th"  entire  organization  to  remove  that   Board  menilier. 
To  my  mind  that  i^^  absunlity  enough  to  warr.int   us  in  setting  aside  the  report 
of  the  (Muiimittoo.     1  am  in  favor  of  tln^  amendim'nt  offered  by  IMe^t^  Gildea. 

Delegate  Voung  (I).),  District  IL*- -1  rise  to  sfioak  in  favor  of  the  mnend- 
ment.  1  dtm 't  lielieve  in  :i  rtv-all  that  cannot  be  applied.  T  bt'lieve  in  a  recall 
Mint  can  be  applied  when  we  need  it.     The  per  cent,  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
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far  Uuy  liigli.     I  think  if  we  are  to  pruvide  for  a  recall  wc  want  a 

S[t  IK  ititire  than  o  ni>ine,  we  want  one  we  can  use..    There  i«  no  wse 

Ing  ^^mietlutig  we  cannot  put  into  effect.     This  will  be  merely  a  recall 

I  kr>c>\v  there  are  a  number  of  good  si)eaker8  in  the  hall  who  believe 

I41II.     Worn**  big  officers  of  this  organization  laugh  at  the  President  of 

|il  8ts*U*s  VI  hen  ho  says  the  recall  is  a  dangerous  proposition,  yet  when 

*t4r^    li^i plied  To  some  of  the  officers  who  are  Hocialists  they  sit  and  siiy 

I  Key  think  it  is  dangerous  to  them.     Now  I  want  to  hear  from  some 

?||ji'at^  iii^  Socialists  who  approve  of  the  recall  for  the  government  of 

>^tateSj  but  say  nothing  when  it  is  to  be  applied  to  them.     I  want 

IT^^-M    wc  ciin  apply  when  it  is  necessary.     A  recall  in  name  only  will 

1^44  ;i i^ihiiig, 

|i<*  Kefid,  District   5 — 1   want  to  state,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  1  am  in 
'^%ti^W>Umiig  the  percentage.     Fifty  [)er  cent,  of  our  membership  is  not 
|tvi'^  ^  tM    eleL^tions  held  for  International   officers.     Consequently  when  50 
niT  membership  is  active  in  our  elections  we  must  base  our  legisla- 
pr  ceot.  and  not  on  100  per  cent,  of  our  membership.    If  you  pro- 
peal,  fur  the  initiative  v^>u  nuist  have  practically  30,000  members 
B"^f^^y^»  do  anything  to  recall  one  of  your  officers,  and  you  will  have 
f\)  nii'irtbers  sign  before  you  can  get  a  recall. 

tidf.  flH^di**  v^  the  Pittsburg  district  we  had  a  democratic  clause  in  our 
tHhl^lfSkJl  It  provided  that  fifteen  local  unions  could  call  a  convention  in 
^U9iJ||c/'  Tfmi  has  been  changed  to  provide  that  a  majority  of  the  local 
ftk'<^m ,ieiitl f  n  ^'unvention.  That  means  practically  tlmt  we  are. barred  from 
||M(tt^«'V:0li1^rtf  ion  in  onr  district  until  we  have  completely  whipped  the  dis- 
WM'jt0l^n^  win  never  you  provide  for  30  ])er  cent,  of  the  voting  strength 
^U^tf'^^ii  ^*  MhjijiI,  tely  whip  ycuir  officials  bt^fore  you  can  call  that  election. 

l^lw  \   1  reducing  this  to  either  the  highest  vote  cast  in  the  preced- 

i^.^l)|0^|^|flSthr  regular  vote  cast   in  the  preceding  election.     If  y(m  put  in 

'  W/  ^^*^'^^^W|B,   it    will   be  useless  to  you  as  a  recall.     If  you  will  give  us  a 

**t^  '^iV'*  '***<*>  '  don't  <'arc  whether  an  officer  is  put  in  for  one  year  or 

i'l  be  safe  so  long  as  we  have  the  right  to  recall  him. 

:    <  Mit.  will  be  useless  to  you,  l)ecause  you  cannot  get  it.     Get 

:  Hid  underst'ind  what  yoii  are  doing.     Ten  per  cent,  to  initiate 

up  tbisslIU  ,   Ji(i|vk  i^f  it,  men!     Thirty  thousand  of  you  Iwfore  you  can  initiate 

lrJliiilH^'*Trt  il  I  I  ninety  tliousand  of  you — practically  what  John  P.  White 

^kfini  t'Hu  have  a  re<'all.     Not  that  I  have  anything  against  John 

L*.Bpihi^'^*w^ftlJ*«    f  think  he  is  the  fairest  president  who  ever  sat  in  that  chair, 
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hill  giNc  tljo.  rank  mid  filo  ii  recaJI  lUvy  c.mii  usv.     riileuN  yf»M  eSQ  worl 
call  it  is  useU'MS  to  you.     Put  the  jK?r<'cnta^e  down  whi/re  wa  tmn  u»e  ii 

Delegate  Green   (Wni.),  District  No.  0 — I  do  not  t.huik  tberv  is| 
in  this  convention  who  is  true  to  the  princiides  of  orgHiil^ed  lalxn 
l)osed  to  the  initiative*  rofercndnm  and  recall.     That  is  n  fundamiutj 
pie  for  which  all  progres**ive  men  stand.     The  only  difTereuce,  |.*erfa 
is  between  us  is  in  regard  to  the  method  to  bo  employed  in  iuaiignra 
principles.    AVe  have  before  us  for  consideration  for  the  first  tiioe  in  i 
of  our  International  organization  a  proposition   providing   for   tbej 
referendum  and  recall.     As  it  is  a  matter  of  history  that  Me  tlwajj 
experience,  if  we  adopt  the  report  of  tlie  committee  we  will  ktarn  m  j 
way  how  legislation  of  this  kind  can  be  a]>plied.     It  ii^  my  opiuii'   - 
that  if  this  principle  is  atlopted  as  pr  >posed  by  the  comniittt^e  aud  ii 
in  the  organic  law  of  our  organization  we  will  learn  by  e]£perjen<*e  vj| 
ments  or  what  changes  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  later  on,      I: 
ing  such  an  im]>ortant  principle  as  this,  in  ai)plying  this  to  our   i 
men  >,'ho  work  for  us,  I  am  sure  there  is  no  man  heTO  who  wtiutj 
mistake.  ^^B  ^^ 

It  is  true  there  is  marked  difference  among  a  vas^t  utajririt)   ^f  via>,i 
])Qr*i  regarding  the  policies  and  regarding  the  oflScers  uf  this  rtri^ni 
together  too  small  a  part  of  our  membershij)  participntes  Iti    ;>    idli^  %§  , 
portant  questions  that  are  referred    to  them   for  action ;   but   \  m&  v#«iJi9ttil 
friends,  that  rather  than   incorporate  in  our  law  a  prmeiplc   fhii  cplVi Ai^ liil* 
injustice  and  that  may  work  an  injury  even  to  the  rank  ainl   ili-i,t 
incorporated  in  our  law  a  section  that  would  compel  every  tnan 
ber  of  our  union  to  go  to  the  polls  on  election  day  ami  vote  anJ 
the  affairs  of  our  organization.     I  hold  that  when  nipiiibcrship 
any  man  it  carries  with  it  :in  obligation,  it  carries  with  it  a  rL 
be  exercised,  and  I  believe  if  a  man  is  indifferent,  if  lit>  j^  uinvi 
ought  to  make  him  come  out  and  hil|>  in  the  affairs  (»t'  ottr  iitf^ 
not  only  in  this,  but  in  governmental  affairs.     If  T  h:id  aiy  vvjj 
the  election  laws  amended  in  every  state  of  this  uniou  and  in 
ernment  to  compel  every  mun  who  has  conferred  upon  hitu  t1i| 
chise  to  go  to  the  polls  on  election  day  nnd  voto.     T  hold  that 

Now  let  us  analyze  this  proposition  that  is  before  lUv     piaiiiitiyii^^iJI^ ^ 
[lose  that   10  per  cent,  of  our  membership  becomes  di£3^atisfi^^pi|l|,ft|i%^  tj  I 
they  have  elected.     Under  the  proposition  of  the  committee  9li|k#|i^ 
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it  the  question  of  whcMicr  or  not   tlio  officers  shall  be  recalled  will  be  re- 
to  the  membership.     What  is  10  pir  cent.'     Ten  per  cent,  of  300,000  is 

000.  Why,  my  friends,  1  have  seen  the  time  not   ^i^^^^jJr'iJ^ti*tH  nat^very 
in  the  history  of  the  past,  when  you  c»mld  have  sccitiefi  iiajTHfri^i/^/JEPiftC^^.'^    '  :''■ 
[  in  one  district  of  this  organization  to  have  demandW  ■ '      ■     t\\}  6f  mioa #?■'•".' .*'-^ 

our  officers.     An  easy  proposition!      Here  we  bav^  iu't**-    r-i    if   iirf.ii&id'it/?.!*  .-v** 
ibership  of  45,000,  we  have  in  Illinois  a  meml>ership  of  a^pJi'MniSleite^it*  K  ***■   -  * 

1,  and  we  have  in  Indiana  and  Iowa  membershiij.s  correspondingly  largo. 
^j  yaj  to  you,  my  friends,  thajt  if  an  officer  of  this  organization  Is  unfaithful 
P'li^tQ-his  trust,  in  the  nipmbership  comprising  these  districts  it  will  be  an  easy 
WJJMtter  to  secure  10  per  cont.  to  demand  his  recall. 

:  My  friends,  this  is  a  proj.K)8ition  that  ought  to  be  thoroughly  considered. 
[  'lAin  some  of  these  districts  10  per  cent,  of  the  membership  demand  a  rec4ill 
■  ftlfl  referred — what  for*  To  see  whether  or  not  30  per  cent,  of  the  membt»rs 
'/*  Wttl  sign  a  petition.  There  is  a  vast  difference  l)etween  signing  a  petition  and 
"^..voAing  at  an  election.  It  is  a  much  easier  matter  for  some  member  in  each  local 
n^n  to  circulate  a  petition  asking  that  an  election  be  held  than  it  is  to  hold  an 
'  eAetioD.  Sometimes  men  who  are  indiffiTont  will  !^i>;^^  ncrrni  ^LK^'fily  to  •  «  .;• 
*    pliase  a  friend.    It  occurs  to  me  that  as  a  trial  pi-opojtitHBj  i]'(li»h  *.  '  ■ 

fmmt  of  this  principle  the  rej>ort  of  tlie  Committee  on  C'r^^tayBbi(»^ii^e&flon- 
ftble  and  practical  one.  I^^^^IL 

'  It  is  costly  for  us  to  hold  cli'ctions.  It  costf*  ^wt  inem'^W^TBtieli "money 
aad  it  sometimes  stirs  them  to  their  very  dei)ths.  I  am  sure  this  great  organi- 
sation of  ours  does  not  want  to  liold  elections  unless  there  is  manifested  a  sub- 
vtmtial  and  well-grounded  demand  among  a  large  membership  that  the  officers 
against  whom  the  recall  is  directed  sliould  be  recalled.  I  believe  therefore  that 
Iho  committee *H  report  should  prevail,  an<l  after  it  is  put  into  operation  and 
•  »«i*ome  a  ijraclical  thing  v.e  <*an  amend  it  as  experience  warrants. 

A  motion  was  made  and  secomle<l  that  tlui  amendment  offered  by  Dele- 
»#.ite  Gildea  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Not  being  able  to  decide  on  a  viva  voce  vote  whether  the  motion  was 
.-wrried  or  lost,  the  chairman  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  A  count  was  had  and 
St«!retary  Perry  stated  that  4.*)4  vote«»  had  been  cast  in  the  affirniativi*  .'uid 
.::;.■)  in  the  negative. 

Chairman  Green — The  motion  to  taldo  is  carried. 


(Concluded  in  A^olume  11.) 
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Ninth  Day— Morning  8esslon--Contlnued 

Delegate  Savage,  District  No.  6 — I  believe  we  are  now  discussing  one 
of  the  propositions  for  which  the  labor  organizations  of  this  country  have 
contended  for  many  years,  and  the  reason  I  take  the  floor  at  this  time  is 
that  I  as  one  delegate  to  this  convention  desire  to  be  consistent.  The 
Ohio  delegates  will  recall  that  during  the  last  few  months  there  has  been 
a  campaign  in  that  state  for  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall.  Four 
years  ago  we  had  men  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  who  pledged 
themselves  in  favor  of  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall.  What  was 
their  action  when  they  went  to  the  General  Assembly!  They  said,  **Yo8, 
wo  are  in  favor  of  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall,''  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  put  the  percentage  so  high  that  if  the  bill  had  become  a  law  it 
would  have  become  ineffective. 

Today  we  have  in  Ohio  a  constitutional  convention  meeting  and  they 
are  asking  that  the  percentages  shall  be  eight  and  fifteen.  Would  it  be  con- 
sibtent  for  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  come  here  and  vote  for  the 
proposition  recommended  by  the  committee,  and  then  go  back  to  Ohio  and 
ask  oar  constitutional  convention  to  insert  in  that  constitution  an  initiative 
and  recall  with  the  x^^^centage  I  have  mentioned?  We  ought  to  be 
consistent.     I  believe  the  miners  of  tliis  country  are  as  intelligent  as  any 
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ment.  I  believe  that  if  the  time  comes — and  I  apply  this  to  myself — that  I 
will  prove  unfaithful  to  the  great  trust  imposed  in  me  and  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  institute  that  reform,  there  will  be  found  in  the  organization  a  sufS- 
eient  number  of  men,  even  under  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  miners  who  compose  our  membership. 

There  is  no  real  friction  between  the  men  in  this  convention  as  to  the 
principle.  We  are  discussing  the  question  of  whether  or  not  this  can  be 
operated.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  you  can  operate  it  successfully  under 
the  terms  reported  by  the  committee,  and  am  more  firmly  convinced  than 
ever  that  such  a  plank  as  reported  by  the  committee  will  be  pleasing  to 
the  membership.  When  we  meet  again  if  it  is  found  that  it  has  not  operated 
well,  I  am  satisfied  that  with  the  experience  we  will  have  gained  during  the 
interim  the  convention  can  safely  be  relied  upon  to  amend  it  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  membership. 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  over  in  Ohio  there  is  a  great  conven- 
tion that  has  been  called  to  establish  this  principle  and  other  constitutional 
reforms.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  that  meeting  a  few  days  ago,  and 
I  know  in  that  meeting,  as  in  other  great  meetings,  there  are  enemies  of 
the  peoples'  wishes;  but  I  am  free  to  state  that  I  believe  that  constitutional 
convention  will  work  out  the  reforms  for  which  it  has  been  established.  1 
am  more  concerned  about  the  successful  establishment  of  this  principle,  as 
I  said  before,  than  I  am  concerned  about  the  holding  of  an  office. 

Delegate  Cherillo — I  move  that  debate  close. 

Delegate  Beed,  District  5 — I  want  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Vice-President  llaycs — A  motion  to  close  debate  has  been  made  and 
fieconded.    There  is  nothing  to  do  but  put  the  motion. 

Delegate  Tyas — I  would  like  to  make  it  clear  how  many  it  will  require 
to  put  an  official  out  of  office,  and  I  want  to  know  what  will  be  the  status 
of  the  International  board  members. 

Vice-President  Hayes — ^You  may  ask  your  question  after  the  motion  to 
close  debate  has  been  decided. 

The   motion   to   close   debate   was    carried. 

Delegate  Tyas — Does  this  mean  that  before  any  officer  shall  be  recall<^d 
it  will  take  an  actual  majority  of  the  members  of  the  organization  to  do  it, 
OT  a  majority  of  the  members  who  votef 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — A  majority  of  th<; 
members  voting. 

Delegate  Tyas — What  about  the  International  Board  memlKjrat 
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Delegate  l^Htrriii^ton — 'J'h«>  reoall  will  be  applied  to  an  Intematioiiml 
Board  member  by  the  members  of  tlie  district  he  represents. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — lias  not  debate  been  closed f 

Vioe-President  Hayes — Debate  has  been  closed,  but  the  delegate  arose 
for  a  question  of  information.  The  chair  has  no  disposition  to  gag  any 
delegate  when  he  arises  for  that  purpose. 

Delegate  Keed,  District  5 — Does  it  mean  that  the  members  will  have  to 
sign  their  names  individually,  or  does  a  local  when  a  TOte  is  taken  for  the 
recall  sign  up  for  its  entire  membership f 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — ^It  is  not  the  intention 
of  the  committee  to  allow  the  officers  of  a  local  union  to  sign  a  petition  for 
the  entire  membership  of  that  local.  The  intention  of  the  committee  is  that 
each  individual  must  sign  the  i>etition  for  himself. 

Delegate  Brandon — If  the  members  desire  to  recall  an  International 
Board  member,  will  he  be  recalled  under  the  district  eonstitntion  or  the 
Internatiopal  constitution f 

Delegate  Farrington — It  will  be  left  to  the  district. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  12 — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Intemmtional 
Board  members  are  International  officers! 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes. 

Delegate  Murray — Will  it  not  take  10  per  cent,  of  the  entire  membership 
to  recall  an  International  officer? 

Delegate  Farrington — That  would  be  true  if  it  had  not  been  made  dear 
by  this  convention  that  each  district  desires  to  have  jurisdiction  over  its 
International  Board  member. 

Delegate  Murray — It  will  require  10  per  cent,  of  the  entire  membenhip 
to  recall  an  International  Board  member  under  this  section. 

Delegate  Farrington — Not  at  all,  because  this  convention  has  made  it 
clear  that  the  districts  arc  to  maintain  al>solute  jurisdiction  over  their  Board 
members. 

Delegate  Broshear,  District  22 — I  desire  to  ask  the  chairman  if  thie  will 
prohibit  the  different  districts  from  enacting  laws  in  regard  to  this  reform 
providing  for  smaller   precentages. 

Delegate  Farrington — No. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

The  following  delegates  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  in  opposition  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Section  31  of  Article  XI:  Delegate  Beed, 
District  No.  5;  Delegate  Murruy   (G.  W.),  District  No.  12;  Delegate  Horn, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


651 

IMfitriet  No.  12;  Delegate  Miller,  District  No.  12;  Delegate  Lauder,  Delegate 
Mooney  (J.  H.),  District  No.  12;  Delegate  Muss,  L.  U.  No.  2763,  District 
No.  21. 

Delegate  Wasmer  and  Delegate  Armstrong  desired  to  be  recorded  as  vot- 
ing in  favor  of  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Gildea  for  Section  31  of 
Aitiele  XL 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  this  section  be 
referred  to  the  rank  and  file  for  approval  or  disapproval. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  motion  is  not  in  order  because  the  report  of 
the  committee  has  been  adopted  by  this  convention. 

ARTICLE  XII. 
— Conventions — 

"Section  1.  The  regular  International  convention  shall  be  held  biennially 
on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January  at  such  place  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
preeeding  convention." 

Section  1  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

''Sec  2.  Representatives  to  the  International  convention  shall  be  elected 
directly  from  local  unions  they  represent,  and  shall  have  one  vote  for  one  hun- 
dred members  or  less,  and  one  additional  vote  for  each  one  hundred  members 
or  majority  fraction  thereof,  but  no  delegate  shall  be  allowed  more  than  five 
▼otea." 

Delegate  Morgan,  District  No.  22 — I  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  report 
of  the  committee  the  following: 

''Representatives  t«  the  International  convention  shall  be  elected  from 
tlie  districts  they  represent,  and  one  delegate  for  each  one  one  thousand  mem- 
bers or  majority  fraction  thereof  shall  be  elected,  with  one  vote  each.  Delegates 
•ban  be  elected  by  a  referendum  vote,  but  at  such  time  as  would  best  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  district  affected.  District  or  International  officers,  if  present 
at  an  International  convention,  shall  have  a  voice  in  the  convention  but  no 
TOte.  District  officers  not  employed  steadily  by  the  district  shall  have  a  voice 
and  vote  if  regularly  elected  as  delegates."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Morgan — ^There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  talk  in  this  conven- 
tion for  the  last  few  years  in  regard  to  economy,  and  I  believe  if  the  dele- 
Ipitee  really  deaire  to  practice  economy  they  v^rill  put  into  the  constitution 
aomething  like  this.  Any  one  who  has  attended  our  International  conventions 
mnat  realize  that  they  have  reached  a  size  where  the  delegates  can  no  longer 
take  intelligent  action  on  the  questions  that  come  before  them.    I  say  that 
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without  reflecting  on  the  intelligence  of  any  individual  member.  This  eon- 
vention  is  so  large  that  at  least  one-half  the  delegates  are  paying  no  atten- 
tion to  questions  that  come  before  us,  because  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
hear  the  debates  that  are  going  on.  And  if  the  mining  industry  ia  evet 
thoroughly  organized  in  this  country,  imagine  the  conventions  we  will  baye! 
They  will  be  mobs  and  nothing  else.  We  could  not  sit  in  this  hall,  and  mob 
ru]e  would  prevail  more  than  intelligence  would.  I  am  saying  this  without 
reflecting  on  the  intelligence  or  the  integrity  of  any  individual  member. 
A  ]ai^e  body  is  more  easily  swayed  by  men  who  want  to  use  political  methods 
than  a  smaller  body  in  which  each  member  can  hear  everything  that  was 
going  on. 

I  believe  a  more  representative  body  of  men  would  be  selected  by  the 
organization  if  the  plan  I  suggest  is  carried  out.  It  may  be  the  convention 
will  see  fit  to  turn  this  suggestion  down,  as  they  have  much  other  needed 
legislation;  but  if  so,  I  will  cheerfully  submit  to  your  will,  as  there  is  noth- 
ing else  to  do;  but  I  think  it  is  a  piece  of  legislation  the  organisation  needs 
and  one  that  will  be  appreciated  by  the  membership.  The  cost  of  holding  our 
convention  is  enormous,  over  $5,000  a  day,  and  the  transportation  coat  to  the 
Juternational  annually  amounts  to  something  like  $20,000.  That  coat  would 
be  reduced  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  expensce  to  the  individual  local 
unions  would  be  if  the  substitute  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  substitute  lay  on  the 
table.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  25 — We  did  not  hear  the  substitute  back 
liero.     I  suggest  that  it  be  read  from  the  stage. 

Delegate  Morgan — That  verifies  the  statement  I  made,  that  tlie  crowd 
is  too  great. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  25 — We  did  not  hear  it  back  here  and  we 
do  not  know  what  to  vote  on. 

The  substitute  was  stated  by  Secretary  Perry,  after  the  record  had  been 
read  by  the  stenographer. 

The  motion  to  table  the  substitute  was  carried. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

' '  Sec.  3.  Representation  shall  be  based  upon  the  average  membership  of  the 
local  for  the  last  three  months  upon  which  payment  has  been  made^  previoui 
to  the  month  in  which  the  convention  is  held. ' ' 

Section  3  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
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''Sec.  4.  Local  unions  organized  one  year  prior  to  the  date  for  holding 
the  convention  and  having  one  hundred  members  or  more  in  good  standing, 
must  be  represented  in  the  convention  or  pay  to  the  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer  a  fine  of  $25.00  for  each  one  hundred  members  in  good  standing 
in  the  local  union,  unless  exonerated  by  the  International  Executive  Board. 
This  section  shall  not  apply  to  local  unions  whose  members  have  been  idle 
for  one  month  or  more  prior  to  the  convention  on  account  of  strikes,  sus- 
pensions or  closing  of  mines." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  <«$25"  and  inserting  '*$50."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  lay  on 
the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

* '  Sec.  5.  Local  unions  of  less  than  one  hundred  members  may  combine  with 
aimilar  local  unions  within  a  reasonable  radius  of  each  other  in  the  same  dis- 
trict, and  elect  delegates  to  represent  them,  but  no  delegates  so  elected  shall 
be  entitled  to  more  than  five  votes  in  the  convention.'' 

Section  5  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  6.  No  local  union  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  that  is  in 
arrears  for  per  capita  tax  or  assessment  for  two  months  preceding  the 
month  in  which  the  convention  is  held  and  which  has  not  in  every  particular 
complied  with  the  constitutions  of  the  International  Union  and  of  the  dis- 
trict and  sub-district  to  which  it  is  attached. ' ' 

Section  6  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Walker,  President  of  District  No.  12,  received  unanimous  cen- 
se-nt  to  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  and  read  the  following: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  24,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

Whereas,  Once  more  the  grim  messenger  of  death  has  invaded  our  ranks 
aDd  removed  from  our  midst  an  honored  and  beloved  member  and  associate, 
a  delegate  to  this  convention;  and 

Whereas,  On  yesterday,  January  24,  1912,  Brother  Phillip  Davis,  of  Du- 
fiuoin.  111.,  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  District  No.  12,  passed  from  life 
to  the  silent  beyond  at  St.  Vincent's  HosiMtal,  in  tliis  city;  and 

Whereas,  In  his  demise  our  organization  has  lost  an  honored,  conscientious 
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and  cfticiciit  officer,  the  coniiniinity  in  w]iich  he  lived  an  upright  citixen  of  ster- 
ling character,  and  liia  family  a  devoted,  indulgent  and  loving  husband  and 
father;  and 

Whereas,  We  recognize  in  Brother  DaWs  a  man  of  Btraog  penonalitj  and 
that  in  life  his  moral  worth  and  kind  diapoaition  was  a  tower  of  strength 
and  inspiration  of  all  those  whom  he  was  intimately  associated  with;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  By  this  convention,  that  as  a  token  of  respect  and  esteem  we 
mourn  his  untimely  end  and  extend  to  his  family  and  relatives  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympathy  and  condolence  in  the  sad  loss  they  have  sustained;  and 
wc  commend  them  in  this,  their  liour  of  grief  and  sorrow,  to  the  Infinite  One. 
lie  who  tempers  the  winds  to  the  shorn  lamb;  and,  be  it  further 

Kesolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  family  of 
our  deceased  brother,  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  for  publication  in  the  ofieial 
Journal  of  our  organization,  and  made  a  matter  of  record  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  convention. 

JOHN  H.   WALKER. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  adopted  by  unanimons  rising 
vote  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Bittner,  secretary  of  the  committee,  resumed  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitution,  as  follows: 

'  *  Sec.  7.  Any  local  union  becoming  delinquent  must  comply  with  Section  18 
of  Article  XIV  and  be  in  good  standing  for  four  months  previous  to  the  month 
in  which  the  convention  is  held  before  it  will  be  entitled  to  representation." 

Section  7  of  Article  XI T  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  eonunittee. 

' '  Sec.  8.  All  newly  organized  locals  must  be  organized  at  least  three  months 
and  have  two  months'  per  capita  tax  and  all  assessments  paid  prior  to  the 
month  in  which  the  convention  is  held  before  they  will  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation, unless  said  new  locals  arc  composed  of  members  from  old  locals  is 
^ood  standing  at  the  time  the  new  local  was  organized.  The  fact  that  a  new 
local  is  composed  of  old  iiieml>ers  must  be  attested  by  the  district  secretary.'' 

Section  8  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  tba  committee. 

"Sec.  0.  No  person  who  is  not  a  bona  fide  member  of  a  local  nnion 
employed  in  or  around  the  mines  or  by  the  organization  shall  be  eligible  to 
act  as  delegate." 

Delegate  Crone — In  case  a  mine  is  shut  down  and  a  member  has  no 
position  and  would  not  be  working  at  anything  else,  would  that  disqualify 
him  to  serve  as  a  delegate f 
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Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  would  say  that  it 
would  not.  If  a  member  is  not  working  in  or  around  the  mines  because  the 
mines  are  not  in  operation,  I  would  say  that  under  this  constitution,  if 
adopted,  ^uch  a  member  would  be  eligible  to  act  as  a  delegate  to  a  conven- 
tion. 

Delegate  Sneed,  District  No.  12 — I  would  like  to  offer  the  following 
amendment:  After  the  word  '' organization "  in  the  third  line  insert  ''or  a 
regular  attendant  at  said  local  union^  the  same  not  to  apply  to  sub-district, 
district  or  International  officials. ''  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  12 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  an  interpretation  of  this  section.  The  section  states  ''no 
person  who  is  not  a  bona  fide  member.  *  *  If  the  member  pays  his  initiation 
and  all  dues  and  assessments  and  docs  not  take  the  obligation  is  he  considered 
a  bona  fine  member  f  I  had  that  before  the  Committee  on  Constitution  but 
tbey  did  not  give  me  an  interpretation. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  do  not  know  what  interpretation  the  convention 
would  place  upon  that  particular  phase  of  the  situation;  but  it  has  been 
ruled  that  men  who  have  paid  dues  and  assessments  must  have  tax  paid  on 
them  by  the  local  unions  whether  they  have  taken  the  obligation  or  not. 

Delegate  Helmer — Is  a  man  a  bona  fide  member  if  he  has  not  taken  the  ob- 
ligation f 

Delegate  Farrington — No. 

Delegate  Oermer — Do  T  understr^nd  that  a  momher  of  our  organization  who 
has  not  taken  the  obligation  of  our  organization  is  not  a  l»ona  fide  member? 
Does  that  refer  to  members  of  our  organization  who  have  transferred  with  West- 
ern Federation  of  Miners'  cards. 

Delegate  Farrington — No. 

Delegate  Germer — Suppose  an  official  who  is  actively  engaged  in  perfomuug 
the  duties  of  his  office  is  unable  to  regularly  attend  his  local  meeting,  will  the 
amendment,  if  adopted,  debar  him  from  serving  as  a  delegate? 

President  White — The  amendment  is  to  insert  in  the  third  line  "or  a  regular 
attendant  at  said  local  union,  the  same  not  to  apply  to  sub-district,  district  or 
International  officials. ' '    That  would  overcome  the  ob  jection  you  raise. 

Delegate  Farrington — As  one  member  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  T 
am  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  amendment  incorporated  as  part  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report.  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  i)iece  of  legislation  and  should  ))o 
adopted  by  the*  convention. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Sneed  was  carried. 
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A  Delegate — What  interpretation  would  you  put  on  the  term  ''regular  at- 
tendant T  " 

President  White — The  chair  would  state  that  we  have  applied  that  prineiple 
to  local  tellers.  In  the  absence  of  any  other  role,  if  the  question  eomes  up  we 
will  have  to  be  governed  by  the  interpretation  placed  upon  the  tellera. 

Delegate  FHrrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — In  order  to  haTe  this 
matter  absolutely  clear  in  our  International  constitution,  I  think  the  Committee 
on  Constitution  should  be  instructed  by  the  convention  to  write  a  qualifying  note 
to  be  inserted  after  this  section  if  it  is  to  be  adopted  as  amended.  I  would 
like  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  convention  relative  to  the  matter. 

The  section  as  amended  by  Delegate  Sneed  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  would  like  to  have  the  convention  instruct  the 
committee  to  write  a  qualifying  note  in  this  section  defining  what  a  ''regular 
attendant*'  shall  mean  so  far  as  it  applies  to  this  section.  I  think  a  regular 
attendant,  in  this  instance,  should  be  defined  as  one  who  has  attended  at 
least  half  the  meetings  of  his  local  union  for  six  months  previoua  to  the 
election. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  committee  be  inatrueted 
to  report  a  qualifying  note,  as  suggested  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  would  not  want  that  qualifying  note  to  be 
interpreted  to  mean  the  same  thing  as  the  qualifying  note  applied  to  tellers  in 
International  elections.  I  believe  if  a  man  has  been  one  of  the  active  members  in 
liis  own  local  union,  has  attended  the  meetings  and  has  done  the  best  he  could 
he  should  not  be  disqualified  if  he  is  discharged  and  has  to  move  on  to  another 
])laoe,  put  his  card  in  a  local  union,  and  after  he  has  been  there  a  month  the  elec- 
tion for  delegate  occurs.  The  IocaI  union  to  which  he  transfers  may  be  in  the 
same  community,  the  people  know  him  and  they  want  him  to  represent  them  in 
a  convention.  In  that  case  he  should  not  be  distjualified  from  serving  as  a 
delegate.  It  does  not  matter  what  local  union  he  is  in  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion he  should  be  allowed  to  serve  as  a  delegate  if  the  local  to  which  he  ha^ 
transferred  wislies  him  to  do  so,  if  he  has  been  a  regular  attendant  at  the 
meetings  of  the  local  he  transferred  from. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  have  always  felt  there 
was  enough  home  talent  in  every  local  union  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  to 
represent  the  members  in  these  responsible  positions.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  any  local  union  having  to  secure  any  new  talent  in  order  to  be  properly  repre- 
t^iented  in  an  International  convention.  I  believe  the  delegates  who  attend  the 
Intcrnntional  conventions  should  bo  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  conditions  in 
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the  mines  where  tbey  work.  I  believe  a  man  who  has  had  six  months '  experience 
inr  a  mine  is  more  familiar  with  local  conditions  than  the  transient  member  who 
has  been  going  from  camp  to  camp.  You  will  always  find  enough  home  talent 
in  a  local  union  to  see  that  the  members  are  properly  represented  in  these  con- 
ventions. 

President  White — Debate  on  the  clause  that  is  to  be  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee is  not  proper  at  this  time.  Debate  should  be  on  the  motion  to  instruct 
the  committee. 

Delegate  Fishwick,  District  12 — In  the  event  of  a  mine  being  abandoned  and 
the  eharter  being  surrendered  to  the  International  office,  would  the  men  moving 
from  that  local  union  to  another  be  debarred  from  serving  as  delegates  to  the 
International  convention  f 

Delegate  Farrington — That  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  qualifying  clause 
that  will  be  adopted.  That  can  be  taken  up  for  consideration  when  the  qualify* 
ing  claose  is  presented. 

Ddegate  Helm,  District  5 — I  move  that  debate  cease  on  this  question.  (Sec- 
onded and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  instruct  the  Coniniittee  on  Constitution  to  submit  a  qualify- 
ing  note  to  Section  9  was  carried. 

"Sec.  10.  No  appointed  employe  of  the  organization  shall  be  a  delegate 
from  any  local  union  other  than  his  own. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  10  of  Article  XII  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  to  insert  after  the  word 
*  *  employe  "  *  *  or  elective  officer. ' '    (Seconded. ) 

Delegate  Albasin,  District  No.  6 — I  move  that  the  amendment  lay  on  the 
table.     (Seconded.) 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  321  in  the 
affirmative  to  320  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  459  in  the  affirmative  to  190  in  the  negative. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.)  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  against  the  motion 
to  adopt  the  section. 

"Sec.  11.  Any  member  accepting  a  position  other  than  that  of  a  mine 
worker  shall  not  be  eligible  to  act  as  a  delegate  to  any  sub-district,  district  or 
Xntemational  convention,  or  to  represent  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  a  central 
body  or  State  Federation  of  Labor  convention  while  holding  such  position,  but 
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minds  of  our  membership;  and  I  believe  as  a  fundamental  proposition  it  will 
develop  in  time,  as  ninny  other  plans  have  developed  after  we  have  intro- 
duced  them  and  made  them  part  of  our  organic  law.  Whenever  our  members 
find  they  are  not  operating  correctly  by  reason  of  an  incumbranee,  .tbey  in 
their  own  safe  way  will  make  such  amendments  for  the  redress  of  that  wrong 
ns  the  dictates  of  their  conscience  will  impel  them  to  do. 

I  am  mure  than  convinced  that  we  should  be  very  careful  about  what 
we  do,  not  for  the  sake  of  whom  it  will  offend,  but  for  the  sake  of  establishing 
a  principle  that  will  radiate  throughout  our  great  organization,  and  by 
reason  of  the  establishment  of  this  principle  wo  will  have  champions  in  all 
walks  of  life,  who  will  enter  other  spheres  and  there  enunciate  this  reform 
and  apply  it  to  holding  office  where  we  most  need  it. 

While  it  may  seem  improper  that  I  should  arise  at  this  time  and  speak 
lu  defense  of  the  committee's  report.  I  do  not  want  to  be  misunderstood.  T 
believe,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  convention  is  adopting  progressiYe  leg- 
islation, the  report  of  the  committee  is  in  line  with  progressiYe  trend  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers.  Surely  if  10  per  cent,  of  the  members  of  this  great 
organization  arc  not  interested  in  this  movement  of  ours,  then  it  will  show 
there  is  little  interest  in  what  concerns  them  most  deeply,  and  it  is  time 
for  them  to  wake  up.  And  I  know  of  nothing  that  will  arouse  them  to  a 
sense  of  their  duties  as  citizens  more  than  the  initiative,  referendum  and 
recall. 

It  does  occur  to  me  that  we  ought  to  be  instrumental  in  establishing  this 
fundamental  principle;  and,  no  matter  which  side  prevails  with  reference  to 
the  number  it  will  take  to  institute  this  reform,  we  ought  to  be  more  con- 
cerned about  its  establishment  at  this  time  than  any  other  phase  of  the 
question  wo  can  consider.  It  is  something  every  progressive  trades  unionist 
is  now  demanding.  When  an  order  of  the  court  is  applied  to  some  trade 
unionist  or  some  organization  we  frequently  hear  people  say,  **If  we  had 
the  recall  wo  Tvould  soon  overcome  the  defects  complained  of."  Now,  inaa- 
nnich  as  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  criticism  by  the  enemies  of  demo- 
cratic government  against  this  splendid  reform  which  is  now  taking  hold  of 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  jK^oplc  of  the  country,*  we  ought  to  institute 
this  reform  on  a  basis  that  is  feasible  and  practicable. 

In  view  of  the  faot  that  there  was  such  slight  demand  emanating  from 
the  rank  and  file  for  this  reform — as  the  resolutions  will  show — ^I  think  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  is  really  an  advance  step,  that  it  will  go 
a   long  way  toward   reaching  the  goal   and  the  ideal  of  democratic  govem- 
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ment.  I  believe  that  if  the  time  comes — and  I  apply  this  to  myself — that  1 
will  prove  unfaithful  to  the  great  trust  imposed  in  me  and  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  institute  that  reform,  there  will  be  found  in  the  organization  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  men,  even  under  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  miners  who  compose  our  membership. 

There  is  no  real  friction  between  the  men  in  this  convention  as  to  the 
principle.  We  are  discussing  the  question  of  whether  or  not  this  can  be 
operated.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  you  can  operate  it  successfully  under 
the  terms  reported  by  the  committee,  and  am  more  firmly  convinced  than 
ever  that  such  a  plank  as  reported  by  the  committee  will  be  pleasing  to 
the  membership.  When  we  meet  again  if  it  is  found  that  it  has  not  operated 
well,  I  am  satisfied  that  with  the  experience  we  will  have  gained  during  the 
Interim  the  convention  can  safely  be  relied  upon  to  amend  it  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  membership. 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  over  in  Ohio  there  is  a  great  conven- 
tion that  has  been  called  to  establish  this  principle  and  other  constitutional 
reforms.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  that  meeting  a  few  days  ago,  and 
I  know  in  that  meeting,  as  in  other  great  meetings,  there  are  enemies  of 
the  peoples'  wishes;  but  I  am  free  to  state  that  I  believe  that  constitutional 
convention  will  work  out  the  reforms  for  which  it  has  been  established.  1 
am  more  concerned  about  the  successful  establishment  of  this  principle,  as 
I  said  before,  than  I  am  concerned  about  the  holding  of  an  office. 

Delegate  Cherillo — I  move  that  debate  close. 

Delegate  Reed,  District  5 — I  want  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Vice-President  Hayes — A  motion  to  close  debate  has  been  made  and 
seconded.    There  is  nothing  to  do  but  put  the  motion. 

Delegate  Tyas — I  would  like  to  make  it  clear  how  many  it  will  require 
to  put  an  official  out  of  office,  and  I  want  to  know  what  will  be  the  status 
of  the  International  board  members. 

Vice-President  Hayes — ^You  may  ask  yonr  question  after  the  motion  to 
close  debate  has  been  decided. 

The   motion   to    close   debate   was    carried. 

Delegate  Tyas — Does  this  mean  that  before  any  officer  shall  be  recalled 
it  will  take  an  actual  majority  of  the  members  of  the  organization  to  do  it, 
or  a  majority  of  the  members  who  votef 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — A  majority  of  tho 
members  voting. 

Delegate  Tyas — What  about  the  International  Board  members? 
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District  No.  12;  Delegate  Miller,  District  No.  12;  Delegate  Lauder,  Delegate 
Mooney  (J.  H.)i  District  No.  12;  Delegate  Muss,  L.  U.  No.  2763,  District 
No.  21. 

Delegate  Wasmer  and  Delegate  Armstrong  desired  to  be  recorded  as  vot- 
ing in  favor  of  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Gildea  for  Section  31  of 
Artide  XL 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  this  section  be 
referred  to  the  rank  and  file  for  approval  or  disapproval. 

Vice-President  Hayes — The  motion  is  not  in  order  because  the  report  of 
the  committee  has  been  adopted  by  this  convention. 

ARTICLE  XII. 
— Conventions — 

"Section  1.  The  regular  International  convention  shall  be  held  biennially 
on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January  at  such  place  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
preceding  convention." 

Section  1  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  conmiittee. 

''Sec  2.  Representatives  to  the  International  convention  shall  be  elected 
directly  from  local  unions  they  represent,  and  shall  have  one  vote  for  one  hun- 
dred members  or  less,  and  one  additional  vote  for  each  one  hundred  members 
or  majority  fraction  thereof,  but  no  delegate  shall  be  allowed  more  than  five 
▼otee." 

Delegate  Morgan,  District  No.  22 — I  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  report 
of  the  committee  the  following: 

"Representatives  to  the  International  convention  shall  be  elected  from 
the  districts  they  represent,  and  one  delegate  for  each  one  one  thousand  mem- 
bers or  majority  fraction  thereof  shall  be  elected,  with  one  vote  each.  Delegates 
shall  be  elected  by  a  referendum  vot«,  but  at  such  time  as  would  best  suit  the 
eonvenienee  of  the  district  affected.  District  or  International  officers,  if  present 
at  an  International  convention,  shall  have  a  voice  in  the  convention  but  no 
TOte.  District  officers  not  employed  steadily  by  the  district  shall  have  a  voice 
and  vote  if  regularly  elected  as  delegates."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Morgan — ^There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  talk  in  this  conven- 
tion for  the  last  few  years  in  regard  to  economy,  and  I  believe  if  the  dele- 
gates really  desire  to  practice  economy  they  v^rill  put  into  the  constitution 
something  like  this.  Any  one  who  has  attended  our  International  conventions 
nmst  realise  that  they  have  reached  a  size  where  the  delegates  can  no  longer 
take  intelligent  action  on  the  questions  that  come  before  them.    I  say  that 
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"Sec.  4.  Local  unions  organized  one  year  prior  to  the  date  for  holding 
the  convention  and  having  one  hundred  members  or  more  in  good  standing, 
must  be  represented  In  the  convention  or  pay  to  the  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer  a  fine  of  $25.00  for  each  one  hundred  members  in  good  standing 
in  the  local  union,  unless  exonerated  by  the  International  Executive  Board. 
This  section  shall  not  apply  to  local  unions  whose  members  have  been  idle 
for  one  month  or  more  prior  to  the  convention  on  account  of  strikes,  sus- 
pensions or  closing  of  mines." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Del^^te  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  * '  $25  "  and  inserting  *  *  $50. ' '     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  lay  on 
the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

* '  Sec.  5.  Local  unions  of  less  than  one  hundred  members  may  combine  with 
similar  local  unions  within  a  reasonable  radius  of  each  other  in  the  same  dis- 
trict, and  elect  delegates  to  represent  them,  but  no  delegates  so  elected  shall 
be  entitled  to  more  than  five  votes  in  the  convention." 

Section  5  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  6.  No  local  union  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  that  is  in 
arrears  for  per  capita  tax  or  assessment  for  two  months  preceding  the 
laonth  in  which  the  convention  is  held  and  which  has  not  in  every  particular 
complied  with  the  constitutions  of  the  International  Union  and  of  the  dis- 
i  rict  and  sub-district  to  which  it  is  attached. '  ^ 

Section  6  of  Articie  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Walker,  President  of  District  No.  12,  received  unanimous  con- 
sent to  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  and  read  the  following: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  24,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

Whereas,  Once  more  the  grim  messenger  of  death  has  invaded  our  ranks 
and  removed  from  our  midst  an  honored  and  beloved  member  and  associate, 
a  delegate  to  this  convention;  and 

Whereas,  On  yesterday,  January  24,  1912,  Brother  Phillip  Davis,  of  Du- 
quoin,  111.,  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  District  No.  12,  passed  from  life 
to.  the  silent  beyond  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  in  this  city;  and 

Whereas,  In  his  demise  our  organization  has  lost  an  honored,  conscientious 
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and  efficient  officer,  the  ooiDinunity  in  which  he  lived  an  upright  citiseii  of  ster- 
ling character,  and  his  family  a  devoted,  indulgent  and  loving  huaband  and 
father;  and 

Whereas,  We  recognize  in  Brother  Davis  a  man  of  strong  peraonaUtj  and 
that  in  life  his  moral  worth  and  kind  disposition  was  a  tower  of  strength 
and  inspiration  of  all  those  whom  he  was  intimately  associated  with;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  By  this  convention,  that  as  a  token  of  respect  and  esteem  we 
mourn  his  untimely  end  and  extend  to  his  family  and  relatives  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympathy  and  condolence  in  the  sad  loss  they  have  sustained;  and 
we  commend  them  in  this,  their  hour  of  grief  and  sorrow,  to  the  Infinite  One, 
He  who  tem(>ers  the  winds  to  the  shorn  lamb;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  family  of 
our  deceased  brother,  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  for  publication  in  the  oiBeial 
Journal  of  our  organization,  and  made  a  matter  of  record  in  the  proeeedings 
of  this  convention. 

JOHN  H.  WALKER. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  adopted  by  unanimous  rising 
vote  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Bittner,  secretary  of  the  committee,  resumed  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitution,  as  follows: 

*  *  Sec.  7.  Any  local  union  becoming  delinquent  must  comply  with  Section  18 
of  Article  XIV  and  lie  in  good  standing  for  four  months  previous  to  the  month 
in  which  the  convention  is  held  before  it  will  be  entitled  to  representation." 

Section  7  of  Article  XIF  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

' '  Sec.  8.  All  newly  orgatiized  locals  must  be  organised  at  least  three  months 
and  have  two  months'  per  capita  tax  and  all  assessments  paid  prior  to  the 
month  in  which  the  convention  is  held  before  they  will  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation, unless  said  new  locals  are  com|>osed  of  members  from  old  loeals  in 
good  standing  at  the  time  the  new  local  was  organized.  The  fact  that  a  new 
local  is  comj)08ed  of  old  members  must  be  attested  by  the  district  secretary." 

Section  8  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  tiie  eommittee. 

''Sec.  0.  No  person  who  is  not  a  bona  fide  member  of  a  local  nmon 
employed  in  or  around  the  mines  or  by  the  organization  shall  be  eligible  tn 
act  as  delegate." 

Delegate  Crono — In  case  a  mine  is  shut  down  and  a  member  has  no 
position  and  would  not  be  working  at  anything  else,  would  that  disqualify 
him  to  serve  as  a  delegate f 
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Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  would  say  that  it 
would  not.  If  a  member  is  not  working  in  or  around  the  mines  because  the 
minee  are  not  in  operation,  I  would  say  that  under  this  constitution,  if 
adopted,  ^uch  a  member  would  be  eligible  to  act  as  a  delegate  to  a  conven- 
tion. 

Delegate  Sneed,  District  No.  12 — I  would  like  to  offer  the  following 
amendment:  After  the  word  ''organization"  in  the  third  line  insert  ''or  a 
regular  attendant  at  said  local  union,  the  same  not  to  apply  to  sub-district, 
diBtrict  or  International  officials."  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  12 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  an  interpretation  of  this  section.  The  section  states  "no 
person  who  is  not  a  bona  fide  member.  ^ '  If  the  member  pays  his  initiation 
and  all  dues  and  assessments  and  docs  not  take  the  obligation  is  he  considered 
a  bona  fine  member?  I  had  that  before  the  (Committee  on  Constitution  but 
they  did  not  give  me  an  interpretation. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  do  not  know  what  interpretation  the  convention 
would  place  upon  that  particular  phase  of  the  situation;  but  it  has  been 
mled  that  men  who  have  paid  dues  and  assessments  must  have  tax  paid  on 
them  by  the  local  unions  whether  they  have  taken  the  obligation  or  not. 

Delegate  Helmer — Is  a  man  a  bona  fide  member  if  he  has  not  taken  the  ob- 
Kgationf 

Delegate  Farrington — No. 

Delegate  Germer — Do  I  understand  that  a  member  of  our  organization  uho 
has  not  taken  the  obligation  of  our  organization  is  not  a  i^ona  fide  member? 
Does  that  refer  to  members  of  our  organization  who  liave  transferred  with  West- 
ern Federation  of  Miners'  cards. 

Delegate  Farrington — No. 

Delegate  Germer — Suppose  an  official  who  is  actively  engaged  in  perfomiiii;^ 
the  duties  of  his  office  is  unable  to  regularly  attend  his  local  meeting,  will  the 
amendment,  if  adopted,  debar  him  from  serving  as  a  delegate? 

President  White — The  amendment  is  to  insert  in  the  third  line  "or  a  regular 
attendant  at  said  local  union,  the  same  not  to  apply  to  sub-district,  district  or 
International  officials. '  *    That  would  overcome  the  objection  you  raise. 

Delegate  Farrington — As  one  member  of  the  Tommittee  on  Constitution,  T 
am  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  amendment  incorporated  as  part  of  the  C!om- 
niittee*8  report.  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  piece  of  legislation  and  should  be 
adopted  by  the^  convention. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Sneed  was  carried. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


656 

A  Delegate — What  iuterprotation  would  you  put  on  the  term  ''regular  at- 
tendant f" 

President  White — The  chair  would  state  that  we  have  applied  that  principle 
to  local  tellers.  In  the  absence  of  any  other  rule,  if  the  question  comes  up  we 
will  have  to  be  governed  by  the  inter])retation  placed  upon  the  tellers. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — In  order  to  have  this 
matter  absolutely  clear  in  our  International  constitution,  I  think  the  Committee 
on  Constitution  should  be  instructed  by  the  convention  to  write  a  qualifying  note 
to  be  inserted  after  this  section  if  it  is  to  be  adopted  as  amended.  I  would 
like  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  convention  relative  to  the  matter. 

The  section  as  amended  by  Delegate  Sneed  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  would  like  to  have  the  convention  instruct  the 
committee  to  write  a  qualifying  note  in  this  section  defining  what  a  "regular 
attendant"  shall  mean  so  far  as  it  applies  to  this  section.  I  think  a  regular 
attendant,  in  this  instance,  should  be  defined  as  one  who  has  attended  at 
least  half  the  meetings  of  his  local  union  for  six  months  previous  to  the 
election. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  report  a  qualifying  note,  as  suggested  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — T  would  not  want  that  qualifying  note  to  be 
interpreted  to  mean  the  same  thing  as  the  qualifying  note  applied  to  tellers  in 
International  elections.  I  believe  if  a  man  has  been  one  of  the  active  members  in 
his  own  local  union,  has  attended  the  meetings  and  has  done  the  best  be  could 
he  should  not  be  disqualified  if  he  is  discharged  and  has  to  move  on  to  another 
place,  put  his  card  in  a  local  union,  and  after  he  has  been  there  a  month  the  elec- 
tion for  delegate  occurs.  The  local  union  to  which  he  transfers  may  be  in  the 
same  community,  the  people  know  him  and  they  want  him  to  represent  them  in 
a  convention.  In  that  case  he  should  not  be  disqualified  from  serving  as  a 
delegate.  It  does  not  matter  what  local  union  he  is  in  at  the  time  of  the  elee- 
"^tioh  he  should  be  allowed  to  serve  as  a  delegate  if  the  local  to  which  he  ha<t 
transferred  wishes  him  to  do  so,  if  he  has  been  a  regular  attendant  at  the 
meetings  of  the  local  he  transferred  from. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Cliairman  of  the  Committee — I  have  always  felt  there 
was  enough  home  talent  in  every  local  union  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  to 
represent  the  meml>ers  in  those  responsible  positions.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  any  local  union  having  to  secure  any  new  talent  in  order  to  be  properly  repre- 
sented in  an  International  convention.  I  believe  the  delegates  who  attend  the 
International  conventions  should  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  conditions  id 
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the  mines  where  they  work.  I  believe  a  man  who  has  had  six  months '  experience 
in  a  mine  is  more  familiar  with  local  conditions  than  the  transient  member  who 
has  been  going  from  camp  to  camp.  You  will  always  find  enough  home  talent 
in  a  local  union  to  see  that  the  members  are  properly  represented  in  these  con- 
ventions. 

President  White — Debate  on  the  clause  that  is  to  be  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee is  not  proper  at  this  time.  Debate  should  be  on  the  motion  to  instruct 
the  committee. 

Delegate  Fishwiek,  District  12 — In  the  event  of  a  mine  being  abandoned  and 
the  charter  being  surrendered  to  the  International  office,  would  the  men  moving 
from  that  local  union  to  another  be  debarred  from  serving  as  delegates  to  the 
International  convention  f 

Delegate  Farrington — That  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  qualifying  clause 
that  will  be  adopted.  That  can  be  taken  up  for  consideration  when  the  qualify- 
ing clause  is  presented. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  5 — I  move  that  debate  cease  on  this  question.  (Sec- 
onded and  carried.) 

The  motion  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Constitution  to  submit  a  qualify- 
ing note  to  Section  9  was  carried. 

"Sec.  10.  No  appointed  employe  of  the  organization  shall  be  a  delegate 
from  any  local  union  other  than  his  own. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  10  of  Article  XII  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  to  insert  after  the  word 
* ' employe "  " or  elective  officer. ' '     (Seconded. ) 

Delegate  Albasin,  District  No.  6 — I  move  that  the  amendment  lay  on  the 
table.     (Seconded.) 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  321  in  the 
affirmative  to  320  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  459  in  the  affirmative  to  190  in  the  negative. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.)  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting  against  the  motion 
to  adopt  the  section. 

"Sec.  11.  Any  member  accepting  a  position  other  than  that  of  a  mine 
worker  shall  not  be  eligible  to  act  as  a  delegate  to  any  sub-district,  district  or 
Intemational  convention,  or  to  represent  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  a  central 
body  or  State  Federation  of  Labor  convention  while  holding  such  position,  but 
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Hcoepting  a  pDsition  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  or  any  other  affiliated  or- 
ganization shall  not  bo  construed  as  making  a  member  iDeligible  to  aet  as  siieh:" 

Section  11  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*'8cc.  12.  The  International  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  famish  the  local 
unions  with  credential  blanks  in  duplicate,  which  must  be  attested  as  reqnlTed 
on  the  blanks.  The  duplicate  shall  l>e  retained  by  the  delegate  and  the  origiiial 
forwarded  to'  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  no  credentials  shall  be 
aceoi>ted  later  than  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  date  for  convening  the  conventioa." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  12  of  Article  XII  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Moss,  District  11 — What  is  the  object  in  changing  this  section  f 
Delegates  have  always  retained  the  original  and  forwarded  the'  duplicate. 

Delegate  Farrington — There  has  never  been  any  law  in  the  International 
constitution  regulating  the  handling  of  credentials.  This  is  a  new  section  writ- 
ten in  by  the  conindttee.  It  has  always  l)een  the  practice  to  have  the  original 
of  anything  sent  to  the  ai^thority  where  it  belongs.  The  delegate  has  no  right 
to  have  the  original  credential  in  his  pocket.  The  original  belongs  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — I  understood  it  was  customary  to  send  all 
organizers  credentials.  Will  that  be  continued  if  this  is  adopted?  If  they  send 
the  secretary  of  the  local  union  a  credential  and  an  organiser  is  elected  his 
name  will  appear  on  the  credentials. 

President  White — This  does  not  mention  organizers. 

Delegate  C'rone — I  received  a  communication  from  Secretary  P<frry  that  it 
was  customary  to  send  credentials  to  organizers. 

Delegciio  Farrington — Insofar  as  T  am  able  to  answer  for  myself  and  for 
the  committee,  I  want  to  say  that  I  have  never  known  that  it  was  customary  to 
send  credentials  to  organizers.  The  chairman  of  the  convention  is  probably  in  a 
better  condition  to  explain  that. 

esident  White — So  far  as  I  know  there  has  been  no  such  custom.  I  never 
know  of  credentials  being  sent  to  organizers  or  to  any  other  member.  The  cre- 
dentials have  been  sent  to  the  local  union,  the  proper  tribunal  to  send  them  to. 

Secretary  Perry — 1  would  not  be  positive,  but  I  believe  the  eintom  is  to  send 
all  official  matter,  circulars,  convention  calls  and  everything  else  to  all  the  field 
workers  und  to  the  district  and  sub-district  officers.  The  envelope  that  contains 
the  credentials  also  contains  the  call  for  the  convention. 

Delegate  I'^rrington — 1  want  to  say  further  in  connection  with  the  matter 
inention«?d  by  the  delegate  that  J,  as  International  board  member  of  my  district, 
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have  never  receiTed  a  credential  from  any  place  other  than  my  own  local  union. 
I  have  never  had  any  blank  credentials  mailed  to  me,  and  if  organizers  have  been 
getting  that  consideration  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

President  White — This  says  who  he  shall  furnish  them  to. 

Delegate  Hall  (L.) — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  words 
*  *  Secretary-Treasurer  * '  in  line  6. 

The  motion  to  adopt  tho  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

*'Sec.  13.  The  Credential  Committee  shall  not  transfer  votes  to  any  dele- 
gate unless  authorized  by  the  local  union  to  do  so. ' ' 

Section  13  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Kennedy,  District  No.  7 — I  move  that  the  regular  order  of 
tusinesB  be  suspended  until  we  hear  the  report  of  the  Transportation  Com- 
mittee. (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate 
Kennedy  be  laid  upon  the  table.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried 
by  a  vote  of  296  in  the  affirmative  to  272  in  the  negative. 

**8ec.  14.  Delegates  to  International  conventions  must  be  elected  at 
official  meetings  of  local  unions  after  the  call  for  the  convention  is  received 
and  has  been  read  to  the  local  union.  The  local  recording  secretary  shall 
post  notices,  signed  by  himself  and  the  local  president,  at  the  mine  at  least 
three  days  prior  to  such  meeting,  stating  that  delegates  are  to  be  elected 
on  a  certain  date.  Delegates  must  receive  a  plurality  vote  of  the  members 
presept  at  such  meeting,  and  no  meeting  other  than  the  one  first  advertised 
and  called  in  accordance  herewith,  shall  be  recognized  as  an  official  meeting 
for  the  election  of  delegates. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Lete,  Distfiet  No.  12 — I.  desire  to  offer  as  a  substitute  that 
after  the  word  ''date'*  in  lino  8  the  following  be  inserted:  "When  said 
loeal  union  has  a  mine  under  its  control,  and  where  said  local  union  does 
not  control  a  mine  the  call  shall  be  read  not  less  than  twice  at  regular  and 
fipecial  meetings. ' ' 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  word  "plurality"  and  inserting  "majority."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Crone — I  would  like  to  amend  the  section  further. 

President  "White — We  have  one  amendment  before  the  house  now. 
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seem  inconsistent  to  ask  that  delegtites  from  th^  local  unions  be  required  to  se- 
cure a  majority  vote  when  the  other  officers  of  the  International  are  only  re- 
quired to  secure  a  plurality.  At  the  same  time  tliere  isn  ^t  a  delegate  here  that 
I  know  of  but  would  a  good  deal  rather  have  the  International  election  decided 
by  a  majority  vote  if  it  were  not  for  the  question  of  a  possibly  long  drawn  out 
continual  controversy  in  our  elections,  because  of  the  large  territory  covered  and 
the  great  burden  of  expense  it  might  entail  to  hold  a  sufficient  number  of  In- 
ternational elections  to  secure  that  result.  That  ia  the  only  reason  why  our 
constitution  does  not  provide  for  the  International  officers  being  required  to 
have  a  majority  before  they  could  be  elected  to  office. 

In  the  local  union,  where  there  is  a  small  body  of  men  and  they  are  all  in 
one  meeting,  it  is  only  a  matter  of*  a  few  minutes  and  no  expense  whatever  to 
decide  by  a  majority  vote.  Under  those  circumstances  I  believe  the  delegates 
who  represent  the  local  unions  in  the  International  conventions  should  be  re- 
quired to  have  a  majority  vote.  That  will  assure  any  delegate  coming  here  of 
the  fact  that  he  has  a  majority  of  the  members  of  his  local  union  behind  him; 
it  will  assure  the  convention  of  the  fact  that  the  delegates  here  really  repreeent 
a  majority  of  our  membership.  I  believe  the  old  constitution  should  be  readopted 
in  this  respect,  and  if  in  the  future  we  can  work  out  some  plan  that  will  reason- 
ably economize  the  time  of  holding  International  elections  and  minimize  the  ex- 
penditure, in3tead  of  going  backward  as  local  unions  we  will  take  a  forward  step 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  our  International  officers  and  require  them  to  receive 
a  majority  vote. 

Delegate  Williams  (E.),  District  12 — I  move  that  debate  on  this  question 
cease.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Hefferly,  that  the  word  **  plurality ' ' 
be  stricken  out  and  the  word  "majority"  inserted  was  carried. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — In  speaking  to  some  of  the  operators 
this  morning  they  left  the  impression  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  meet 
us  this  afternoon  at  2  o'clock  in  joint  conference.  If  it  develops  that  they 
are  not  able  to  meet  us  I  think  we  should  utilize  the  time  to  transact  the 
business  of  this  convention  that  is  not  disposed  of. 

Delegate  Walker — I  move  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  1:30  in  this  hall.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

If  it  develops  that  the  operators  can  meet  us  the  Scale  Committee  can  go 
there  and  attend  the  meeting.  If  it  develops  that  they  cannot  meet  us  we  can 
proceed  with  the  business  of  the  convention. 
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as  follows:  The  chairmau  has  requested  me  to  read  the  report  and  I  think 
it  would  be  well  to  read  it  in  its  entirety  and  then  if  you  desire  to  take  the 
mention  of  each  officers  reported  ui»on  separately  you  can  do  so. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  23,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the 

United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Officers*  Reports,  present  the  following  for  your 
consideration : 

In  examining  the  various  reports  submitted  by  the  various  officers,  we  find 
they  are  presented  in  such  a  complete  and  comprehensive  manner  as  to  reflect 
credit  on  those  presenting  them,  the  facts  being  set  forth  in  such  a  clear-cut 
manner  that  the  committee  found  little  difficulty  in  agreeing  upon  a  report. 

PRESIDENT  WHITE'S  REPORT. 

In  examining  President  White's  report,  relative  to  conditions  existing  at 
the  time  he  assumed  the  reins  of  government,  it  will  be  seen  that  on  account 
of  threatening  dual  organizations  in  Districts  2,  5  and  10,  and  the  apparent 
mad  desire  of  some  few  who  were  responsible  for  the  same  in  their  efforts  to 
place  themselves  in  charge  of  the  organization's  affairs  in  those  districts,  that 
the  powers  and  ingenuity  of  the  ablest  men  in  our  ranks  would  have  been 
taxed. 

Your  committee  is  thoroughly  satisfied  that  there  was  a  well  organized 
conspiracy,  backed  by  apparently  unlimited  finances,  from  some  mysterious 
source,  to  assist  in  scuttling  the  good  ship  that  has  done  so  much  for  our  mem- 
bership. Our  membership  and  the  oiganization  at  large  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  fact  that  these  dual  organizations  no  longer  exist,  and  we  trust  that 
this  organization  will  never  again  experience  a  division  in  its  ranks,  and  that 
those  who  are  responsible  will  soon  ])e  securely  resting  in  the  tomb  of  oblivion. 

We  further  advise  that  our  members  everywhere  be  constantly  on  the 
lookout  for  these  self-styled  saviours  of  the  organization,  who,  while  holding  no 
official  position  in  the  organization,  are  constantly  at  work  visiting  and  advis- 
ing our  members,  and  are  apparently  well  supplied  with  money  while  having 
no  vimble  means  of  support. 

STRIKES. 

We  have  examined  the  President's  report  of  the  various  strikes  in  exist- 
once  at  the  beginning  of  his  official  term,  namely,  the  Tuscarawas  strike,  and 
the  sympathetic  strike  called,  presumably,  to  force  a  settlement  of  the  same; 
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the  Irwin  Field  strike,  the  Spring  Hill,  Nova  Scotia,  strike,  the  strike  in  Dis- 
trict No.  18,  the  Colorado  strike  and  the  various  local  strikes. 

TUSCARAWAS  AND  SYMPATHETIC  STRIKE. 

With  reference  to  the  Tuscarawas  strike,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  the  best  course  was  pursued  by  the  HOttlenient  that  was  affected,  and  while 
the  miners  did  not  secure  all  that  was  deHireil,  the  same  may  be  said  of  prac- 
tically all  the  strikes  we  have  had. 

The  sympathetic  strike  that  was  called  just  prior  to  April  1,  191J,  ^va^^  not 
carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  organization  as  previously  outlined  by  those  i» 
authority,  in  standing  unequivocally  for  the  strict  observance  of  joint  <*ontracts 
when  once  entered  into. 

IRWIN  FIELD  STRIKE. 

The  Irwin  Field  strike,  which  existed  for  so  many  long,  weary  months,  and 
entailed  so  much  suffering,  privation  and  loss  of  life,  did  not  settle  the  con- 
troversies that  were  responsible  for  the  strike,  nor  right  the  wrongs  in  exist 
ence  in  that  field ;  nor  could  it  be  expected  to  when,  in  addition  to  the  combined 
opposition  of  the  coal  operators  of  that  field,  and  the  political  po^vers  in  con- 
trol, the  strikers  were  denied  the  moral  support  they  were  justly  entitled  to 
from  those  in  control  of  the  International  organization  during  the  early  period 
of  the  struggle.  With  the  conditions  that  confronted  the  men  on  strike,  the 
only  logical  thing  to  do  was  to  call  it  off  for  the  time  being,  and  we  conenr  in 
the  action  taken  in  this  respect. 

SPRING  HILL,   NOVA   SCOTIA,  STRIKE. 

Your  committee  can  add  but  little  to  what  has  already  been  said  by  your 
President  with  reference  to  the  Spring  Hill,  Nova  Scotia,  strike.  No  strike 
can  be  a  success  where  dual  organizations  exist — one  organization  on  strike 
while  the  other  permits  and  advises  its  members  io  continue  at  work. 

COLORADO  STRIKE. 

We  agree  with  the  sentiment  expressed  by  President  White  with  reference 
to  the  Colorado  strike;  the  strike  should  be  continued  until  success  is  achieved, 
regardless  of  its  duration,  and  we  join  with  him  in  expressing  our  appreciation 
of  the  spirit  of  unionism  and   revolt  agninst  tyranny,  in  the  southern   and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


665 

western  portions  of  Colorado.    This  speaks  volames  for  a  thoroughly  organized 
district  in  the  near  future,  in  Colorado. 

UNWARRANTED  LOCAL  STRIKES. 

We  heartily  concur  in  what  President  White  says  with  reference  to  ill- 
advised,  unwarranted  local  strikes,  as  there  is  nothing  that  will  bring  our  or- 
^nization  into  disrepute  more  surely  than  the  locals  adopting  any  other  method 
than  that  outlined  by  the  laws  governing  bur  organization. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

With  reference  to  the  membership  of  our  organization,  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  the  year  1911  showed  a  marked  increase  in  members  over  the  previous 
year. 

TRAVELING  AUDITORS. 

We  also  concur  in  President  White's  recommendation  to  employ  competent 
traveling  auditors  to  insure  to  each  member,  as  well  as  the  different  branches 
of  our  organization,  that  the  money  paid  in  is  expended  and  accounted  for  in 
the  proper  way,  and  in  addition,  assist  in  establishing  a  uniform,  simple  method 
of  keeping  the  books.  In  this  connection,  we  recommend  that  each  district  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  International  organization  in  employing  one  or  more 
competent  traveling  auditors;  the  International  organization  to  reimburse  the 
various  districts  for  one-half  the  salary,  and  gxpenses  paid  the  traveling  audi- 
tors for  the  time  actually  employed  as  such,  and  recommend  that  the  constitu- 
tion be  amended  to  provide  for  this. 

ORGANIZERS. 

In  reviewing  the  President's  report  with  reference  to  organizers,  we  agree 
that  a  policy  of  retrenchment  should  be  adopted,  and  that  the  services  of  those 
that  can  possibly  be  spared  should  be  dispensed  with,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
collection  of  additional  assessments,  which  our  members  are  not  well  able  to 
bear. 

RECORDS  OF  PRESIDENT'S  OFFICE. 

We  have  carefully  read  President  White's  comment  on  the  disappearance 
of  the  records  from  the  International  office.  Records  paid  for  by  the  members 
of  our  organization  should,  in  every  instance,  be  left  in  the  office,  and  as  an 
officer  is  required  to  take  an  obligation  to  deliver  to  his  successor  in  office  all 


Digitized  by 


Google 


666 

books  and  other  property,  at  the  close  of  his  official  t«rm,  thii  slioiild  apply 
with  equal  if  not  greater  force  to  one  honored  with  a  position  in  the  Interna- 
tional office.  If  a  person  takes  records  that  do  not  properlj  belong  to  him,  it 
is  natural  to  assume  that  he  would  do  other  things  that  would  not  redound  to 
the  best  interests  of  our  organization.  The  person  guilty  of  taking  reeords  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  organization  should  be  held  to  aocoont  for 
the  same,  and  we  recommend  that  this  convention  demand  the  retom  of  these 
records  and  such  property  that  rightfully  belongs  «to  our  organization. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  constitution  be  amended  so  that  a  recur- 
rence of  anything  of  this  nature  will  be  impossible. 

CONSTITUTION. 

W43  agree  with  President  White  that  the  constitution  should  be  amended, 
or  rewritten,  so  that  its  terms  may  be  more  specific  and  better  understood,  to 
the  end  that  there  be  no  room  for  a  conflict  of  authority. 

CONVENTIONS. 

In  line  with  the  policy  of  retrenchment,  and  in  the  interest  of  eeonomy, 
we  agree  with  the  suggestion  of  President  White,  and  recommend  that  hereafter 
our  conventions  be  held  biennially,  and  that  the  constitution  be  amended  ac- 
cordingly. 

JOURNAL. 

With  reference  to  the  Mine  Workers'  Journal,  we  agree  that  it  should 
voice  the  sentiments  of  the  rank  and  file,  instead  of  being  the  organ  of  any 
one  individual  or  set  of  individuals,  and  with  regard  to  the  financial  end 
of  this  proposition,  or  the  printing  of  the  Journal  in  the  foreign  languages, 
we  find  it  difficult  to  suggest  a  method  by  which  the  desires  of  the  ▼ariooa 
foreign  members  can  be  gratified  and  have  no  recommendation  to  offer  in 
this  respect. 

WESTERN  FEDERATION  OF  MINERS. 

We  concur  in  the  sentiment  expressed  in  connection  with  out  relations 
with  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  and  express  the  hope  that  the  bonds 
of  fraternal  relationship  will  continue  to  grow  stronger  until  the  two  organ- 
izations become  as  one. 

WORLD'S  MINING  CONGRESS. 
Your  committee  has  considered  the  recommendation  relative  to  our  con- 
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nection  with  the  World's  Miniog  Congress,  and  join  with  the  President  in 
recommending  affiliation  with  the  same  and  that  this  convention  elect  two 
repreientfttives  from  our  organization  to  attend  same. 

INJUNCTIONS. 

Injunctions  having  become  the  worst  and  most  unscrupulous  bulwark 
of  modern  capitalism,  behind  which  the  tyrant  and  the  knave  have  sought 
refuge  and  as  the  judiciary  of  today  are  issuing  these  writs  at  the  behest  of 
the  corporations,  thus  transforming  what  was  said  to  be  the  bulwark  of 
American  freedom  into  a  bulwark  of  special  privilege  and  judicial  tyranny, 
we  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  President  White  in  uniting  on  the  poli- 
tical field  in  a  working  class  political  organization,  for  the  purpose  of  cap- 
turing the  powers  of  government,  so  that  the  same  may  be  used  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  great  majority — the  workers  themselves — instead  of  being  used 
in  the  interest  of  the  privileged  few  as  at  present. 

MACHINE  MINED  COAL. 

We  have  reviewed  that  section  of  the  report  relative  to  machine  mining, 
and  note  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  machines,  and  advise  that  the 
Scale  Committee  take  this  into  consideration  in  formulating  the  new  wage 
scale.  Not  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  introduction  of  the  machines, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  worker  and  giving  to  him  his  share 
of  the  benefits  of  the  machine. 

CASUALITIES  IN  COAL  MINES. 

Beferring  to  casualties  in  the  mines,  your  committee  agrees  with 
President  White  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  protect  the  lives  of  our 
members  by  legislative  enactment,  and  that  the  entire  force  of  our  organiza- 
tion should  be  used  to  that  end. 

We  endorse  the  position  taken  with  reference  to  the  unorganized  fields, 
the  anthracite  situation,  and  also  on  the  Interstate  Joint  Movement. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  spirit  of  harmony  and  co-operation  that 
prevailed  in  the  International  office  the  past  year,  and  in  conclusion  we 
^xpTOfls  the  earnest  hope  that  the  same  will  continue. 
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Chairman  Walker — Do  you  want  to  act  on  the  report  of  each  oiBeer 
separately? 

A  Delegate — I  move  that  we  act  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  each 
officer  separately.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Holt,  District  No.  21 — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  President's  report.  (Seconded  and  carried  by 
unanimous  vote.) 

Secretary  McDonald — Our  report  on  the  Vice-President's  report  is  very 
brief.  As  he  occupies  the  second  place  and  is  not  in  a  position  to  make 
recommendations,  our  report  will  be  brief. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  report  of  the  Ck>mmittee  on 
Officers'  Reports: 

VICE-PRESIDENT  HAYES'  REPORT. 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  Vice-President  Hayes  and  find  the 
same  a  concise,  well  written  document,  covering  the  many  subjects  brought 
to  his  attention  during  the  past  year. 

In  dealing  with  this  report  we  feel  it  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  various 
subjects  referred  to. 

We  approve  of  the  position  taken  by  Vice-President  Hayes  in  his  refer- 
ence to  field  workers,  the  unorganized  fields,  the  anthracite  region,  Van- 
couver Island  and  in  what  he  states  with  reference  to  Mexico,  wliicli  at 
last  seems  to  be  awakening  from  a  long  period  of  inactivity  due  to  the 
facts  as  mentioned  in  the  Vice-President's  report. 

The  committee  is  in  accord  with  the  views  expressed  with  reference  to 
the  agitation  work,  as  agitation  and  an  intelligent  discontent  are  essential 
to  laying  the  ground-work  for  our  organization  and  the  improvement  of  the 
workers'  conditions. 

Vice-President  Hayes'  comments  with  reference  to  internal  troubles 
and  obnoxious  laws  are  so  sufficiently  self-explanatory  that  comment  by 
the  committee  is  unnecessary. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  reflects  credit  on  its  author. 

Delegate  Zelenka,  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  we  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Vice-President's  report.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried by  unanimous  vote.) 

SECRETARY  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
The  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Edwin  Perry,  is  a  concise  statement 
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of  the  finances  received  and  expended  by  the  International  office  during  the 
past  year. 

UNPAID  ASSESSMENT. 

In  reviewing  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  we  find  that  a 
number  of  local  unions  have  not  yet  paid  the  International  assessment^ 
aggregating  $843,131.60,  and  while  we  are  forced  to  admit  that  many  of 
our  members  worked  but  little  the  past  year,  and  the  assessments  were 
heavy,  you  committee  believes  that  this  money  should  be  collected  in  order 
to  treat  every  local  union  and  every  member  in  the  same  manner  and  recom- 
mend that  this  bo  done.  While  it  is  true  the  assessments  were  heavy  and 
the  work  poor,  this  organization  cannot  afford  to  show  any  more  considera- 
tion for  one  local  than  for  another.  Inasmuch  as  the  International  assess- 
ment is  now  discontinued,  we  advise  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  in  which 
to  pay  this  arrearage. 

TRANSFER  CARD  FRAUD. 

In  regard  to  the  transfer  card  fraud,  reported  by  Secretary  Perry,  we 
advise  that  this  matter  be  kept  continually  before  the  trades-unionists  of 
this  country,  by  advertising  the  same  in  our  official  Journal,  and  we  also 
request  the  various  other  unions  to  publish  the.  facts  in  this  case  until  the 
party,  or  parties,  engaged  in  this  nefarious  business,  be  run  down  and  given 
the  punishment  they  so  justly  deseri'e. 

ADDRESSES  OF  SECRETARIES. 

With  reference  to  furnishing  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  secretaries 
of  the  local  unions,  we  concur  in  the  report  submitted  by  Secretary  Perry, 
that  such  should  not  be  furnished  except  in  important  or  extreme  cases  and 
then  only  when  the  same  has  been  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board. 

TRAVELING  AUDITORS. 

We  concur  in  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  recommendation  with  reference 
to  the  employment  traveling  auditors,  and  have  covered  this  matter  in  our 
report  on  the  recommendation  of  President  White  in  his  report. 

MISSING  ELECTION  RETURNS. 
The  missing  election  returns  referred  to  by  Secretary  Perry  show  con- 
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Chairman  Walker — Do  you  want  to  act  on  the  report  of  each  offleer 
separately  f 

A  Delegate — I  move  that  we  act  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  each 
officer  separately.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Holt.  District  No.  21 — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  President's  report.  (Seconded  and  carried  by 
unanimous  vote.) 

Secretary  McDonald — Our  report  on  the  Vice-President's  report  ia  very 
brief.  As  be  occupies  the  second  place  and  is  not  in  a  position  to  make 
recommendations,  our  report  will  be  brief. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports: 

VICE-PRESIDENT  HAYES'  REPORT. 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  Vice-President  Hayes  and  find  the 
same  a  concise,  well  written  document,  covering  the  many  subjects  brought 
to  his  attention  during  the  past  year. 

In  dealing  with  this  report  we  feel  it  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  various 
subjects  referred  to. 

We  approve  of  the  position  taken  by  Vice-President  Hayes  in  his  refer- 
ence to  field  workers,  the  unorganized  fields,  the  anthracite  regi'on,  Van- 
couver Island  and  in  what  he  states  with  reference  to  Mexico,  which  at 
last  seems  to  be  awakening  from  a  long  period  of  inactivity  due  to  the 
facts  as  mentioned  in  the  Vice-President's  report. 

The  committee  is  in  accord  with  the  views  expressed  with  reference  to 
the  agitation  work,  as  agitation  and  an  intelligent  discontent  are  essential 
to  laying  the  ground-work  for  our  organization  and  the  improvement  of  the 
workers'  conditions. 

Vice-President  Hayes'  comments  with  reference  to  internal  troubles 
and  obnoxious  laws  are  so  sufficiently  self-explanatory  that  eomment  by 
the  committee  is  unnecessary. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  reflects  credit  on  its  author. 

Delegate  Zelenka,  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  we  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Vice-President 's  report.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried by  unanimous  vote.) 

SLURETARY-TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
The  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Edwin  Perry,  is  a  concise  stntement 
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of  the  finances  received  and  expended  by  the  Internationa]  office  during  the 
past  year. 

UNPAID  ASSESSMENT. 

In  reviewing  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  we  find  that  a 
number  of  local  unions  have  not  yet  paid  the  International  assessment, 
aggregating  $843,131.60,  and  while  we  are  forced  to  admit  that  many  of 
our  members  worked  but  little  the  past  year,  and  the  assessments  were 
heavy,  you  committee  believes  that  this  money  should  be  collected  in  order 
to  treat  every  local  union  and  every  member  in  the  same  manner  and  recom- 
mend that  this  bo  done.  While  it  is  true  the  assessments  were  heavy  and 
the  work  poor,  this  organization  cannot  afford  to  show  any  more  considera- 
tion for  one  local  than  for  another.  Inasmuch  as  the  International  assess- 
ment is  now  discontinued,  we  advise  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  in  which 
to  pay  this  arrearage. 

TRANSFER  CARD  FRAUD. 

In  regard  to  the  transfer  card  fraud,  reported  by  Secretary  Perry,  we 
advise  that  this  matter  be  kept  continually  before  the  trades-unionists  of 
this  country,  by  advertising  the  same  in  our  official  Journal,  and  we  also 
request  the  various  other  unions  to  publish  the. facts  in  this  case  until  the 
party,  or  parties,  engaged  in  this  nefarious  business,  be  run  down  and  given 
the  punishment  they  so  justly  desen^e. 

ADDRESSES  OF  SECRETARIES. 

With  reference  to  furnishing  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  secretaries 
of  the  local  unions,  we  concur  in  the  report  submitted  by  Secretary  Perry, 
that  such  should  not  be  furnished  except  in  important  or  extreme  cases  and 
then  only  when  the  same  has  been  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board. 

TRAVELING  AUDITORS. 

We  concur  in  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  recommendation  with  reference 
to  the  employment  traveling  auditors,  and  have  covered  this  matter  in  our 
report  on  the  recommendation  of  President  White  in  his  report. 

MISSING  ELECTION  RETURNS. 
The  missing  election  returns  referred  to  by  Secretary  Perry  show  con- 
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taken  therefrom  is  a  crime  that  is  serious  indeed,  and  one  that  this  organiza- 
tion should  continue  to  investigate  with  all  the  power  and  energy  they  possess 
in  order  to  determine  who  it  is  that  is  guilty  of  it.  I  believe  that  if  a  crime  of 
this  kind  can  be  perpetrated  and  those  who  perpetrate  it  get  away  with  it,  then 
the  very  security  of  our  organization  is  threatened. 

If  I  am  in  order  I  will  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee that  the  International  £*zecutive  Board  be  instructed  to  continue 
its  investigation  and  endeavor  to  find  out  who  is  responsible  for  this  crime. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Downie,  District  12 — ^When  I  asked  the  question  I  did  it  was  as  the 
representative  of  one  of  the  locals  that  had  ballots  stolen.  I  want  to  tell  you 
the  boys  down  in  our  district  want  to  .know  what  has  become  of  those  votes. 
Local  730  and  a  sister  local  in  the  same  district  had  their  ballots  stolen.  We 
were  sent  here  to  see  that  we  get  a  square  deal  and  that  those  who  stole  the 
ballots  be  ferreted  out  and  punished  in  the  right  way.  We  don 't  believe  in  dis- 
franchising people  who  are  keeping  the  organization  up.  We  had  a  perfect 
light  to  have  our  ballots  counted.  I  want  to  go  on  record  as  stating  the  case 
for  my  locaL 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  12 — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
I  believe  it  is  high  time  this  matter  is  cleared  up  and  the  blame  placed  on  the 
guilty  person.  I  am  not  very  superstitious  myself ,  but  I  believe  it  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time,  if  the  same  party  gets  the  reins  that  did  have  them,  he  would  steal 
the  State  Life  building  the  next  time  if  he  had  a  chance.  If  the  amendment  is 
carried  out  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  International  Executive  Board  will 
be  able  to  fix  the  blame  on  the  guilty  person.  I  am  not  here  to  judge,  but  I 
have  opinions.  They  belong  to  me,  and  I  can  control  those  opinions  as  long  as  I 
don't  make  them  too  loud.  I  think  almost  every  delegate  in  this  hall  has  the 
blame  fixed.  It  is  just  a  matter  of  time  before  every  member  of  the  organiza- 
tion, in  my  opinion,  will  have  a  right  to  come  out  and  express  his  opinion  and 
say  who  the  person  is  that  got  the  ballots.  We  have  good  ground — or  at  least, 
I  have,  having  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  certain  organizers  who  were  sent 
back  to  the  fields  of  Illinois  and  went  from  local  to  local  finding  out  how  the  bal- 
lots were  cast — to  suspect  who  took  the  ballots.  I  want  to  tell  the  convention 
that  before  those  ballots  were  taken  out  of  the  ballot  box  it  was  known  positively 
bow  many  votes  were  cast  by  the  locals  in  those  towns  and  how  many  votes  each 
;xian  received.  They  were  carefully  selected.  My  local  insisted  that  above  all 
'  lings  I  would  recommend  to  this  convention  that  the  investigation  be  carried 
on^  regardless  of  what  the  outcome  would  be.    They  want  the  blame  to  be  fixed 
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June  to  present  their  claim,  and  as  a  result  of  that  your  President  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  an  investigation.  That  was  done,  and  the 
verbatim  report  of  the  investigation  of  that  committee  has  been  published  in 
the  Mine  Wprkers'  Journal.  This  is  the  first  intimation  I  have  had  that  any 
of  the  local  unions  were  not  included  in  that  investigation  by  the  committee 
that  wejit  to  Illiiiois. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  think  I  made  myself  clearly  understood  in  my 
annual  report  to  the  convention  that  we  must  have  honest  elections.  We  must 
have  the  vote  of  every  local  union  recorded  and  accounted  for.  Unless  we  can 
assure  the  membership  of  this  organization  that  we  are  ^oing  to  have  a  clean 
ballot,  free  from  corrupt  methods,  this  organization  wiH  crumble  and  decay.  No 
niOTement  can  hold  together  that  has  practices  of  this  kind  permeating  its  ranks; 
and,  regardless  of  who  may  or  who  may  not  have  been  responsible  for  those  votes 
being  eliminated  from  the  report  of  the  Tellers,  we  have  been  unable  so  far  as 
the  committee 's  investigation  goes,  to  foL  the  responsibility. 

If  you  will  read  the  statements  of  all  the  persons  who  appeared  before  the 
committee  and  the  things  that  transpired  at  the  time  of  counting  the  vote,  you 
will  find  a  chain  of  circumstances  that  is  not  conducive  to  the  best  advancement 
of  this  union.  I  long  for  the  time  to  come  when  this  organization  can  have  its 
votes  tabulated  and  the  expressed  will  of  the  mine  workers  recorded  without 
this  unnecessary  suspicion  being  cast  upon  it;  but  just  so  long  as  we  have  the 
votes  of  local  unions  not  recorded — ^as  in  this  instance — we  will  have  suspicion 
and  unrest  in  the  minds  of  our  people. 

Nothing  would  have  given  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  have  been  able  to 
fix  the  responsibility  for  the  theft  of  those  ballots.  They  were  not  there  in  the 
International  office  when  the  ballot  box  was  opened  before  the  committee  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  Tellers.  We  tried  to  protect  the  ballot  this  year  in  every  way 
possible  without  specific  laws  to  guide  iia.  We  wanted  to  be  sure  that  every 
ballot  sent  into  the  office  was  recorded. 

There  are  many  discrepancies  in  the  election  referred  to  in  the  report.  The 
ballots  of  large  locals  were  tampered  with.  The  votes  of  indi\dduals  were  trans- 
ferred from  on^  candidate  to  another.  Tn  my  opinion  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding this  matter  warrants  ns  in  placing  in  our  constitution  every  safeguard 
possible  to  protect  our  membership  against  corruption  and  fraud  in  our  elec- 
tions. I  hope  we  will  never  again  experience  the  conditions  that  are  complained 
of.  If  it  is  the  judgment  of  the  convention  that  our  International  Executive 
Hoard  be  instructed  to  conduct  a  further  investigation  into  this  affair,  I  want  to 
assure  the  delegate  who  has  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  his  local  has  informa- 

M.  Pro.— 22. 
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iention  of  whoever  is  to  inveHtigate  this  very  undesirable  condition  that  seems 
to  have  prevailed  in  our  elections. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  hope  this  motion  will  be  adopted,  and  not  on]> 
adopted  by  unanimous  vote,  but  that  it  will  be  carried  into  effect.  I  understand 
thct  a  committee  of  three  board  members  were  appointed  to  investigate  the  loe» 
of  ballots  from  the  International  office.  In  reading  over  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses I  find  where  one  witness  from  Iowa  testified  that  on  the  evening  there  wiis 
supposed  to  be,  and  was,  a  row  between  one  of  the  Tellers  and  one  of  the  watch- 
ers, that  William  Scaife,  the  Editor  of  the  Journal  at  that  time,  was  in  the 
room,  which  is  not  true,  according  to  a  letter  sent  by  William  Scaife  to  the 
Mine  Workers'  Journal  for  publication,  and  which  has  never  been  published. 

I  desire  to  state  also  that  the  same  mtness  testified  before  the  committee 
that  the  International  President  at  that  time — myself — came  into  the  room  by  a 
side  door,  which  is  likewise  a  falsehood.  I  want,  for  the  information  of  this 
convention,  to  also  state  that  it  was  the  custom,  so  far  as  I  know,  for  the  Secre- 
tary and  Tellers  to  have  possession  of  the  ballots,  and  so  ruled. 

I  would  like  while  this  investigation  is  going  on  for  the  same  committee, 
or  whoever  will  be  on  the  committee,  to  take  up  another  investigation.  That  in- 
vestigation is  to  learn  why  on  two  occasions  during  the  last  year  I  was  Inter- 
national President  of  this  union  every  lock  on  every  desk  in  my  office  was  force^l 
open  and  the  locks  torn  out.  I  would  like  to  have  the  investigation  complete, 
in  order  that  we  may  fix  the  responsibilities  on  the  parties  who  have  been  guilty 
of  invading  the  International  offices  of  this  union. 

Chairman  Walker — The  chair  would  like  to  liave  an  understanding  of 
the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Green,  so  that  we  will  all  know  just 
what  we  are  voting  on  before  we  dispose  of  it.  Does  your  amendment  mean 
that  the  board  is  authorized  to  make  an  investigation,  not  only  of  the 
stealing  of  the  ballots,  but  of  the  other  phases  of  corruption  in  the  elec- 
tion f 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  C — That  is  the  meaning  of  my  amend- 
ment. 

Delegate  Finney — Does  that  motion  carry. with  it  that  the  report  will 
be  submitted  to  this  convention  before  we  adjourn? 

Chairman  Walker — Not  if  it  is  referred  to  the  International  Executive 
Board.  The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  an  impossibility  for  the 
hoard  to  make  the  thorough  and  wide  investigation  necessary  and  complete 
it  in  time  to  report  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  Finney — There  seems  to  1k>  an  impression  in  the  minds  of  the 
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Chairman  Walker — Do  you  want  to  act  on  the  report  of  each  oflScer 
separately  f 

A  Delegate — ^I  move  that  we  act  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  each 
officer  separately.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Holt,  District  No.  21 — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  President's  report.  (Seconded  and  carried  by 
unanimous  vote.) 

Secretary  McDonald — Our  report  on  the  Vice-President's  report  is  very 
brief.  As  he  occupies  the  second  place  and  is  not  in  a  position  to  make 
recommendations,  our  report  will  be  brief. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Beports: 

VICE-PRESIDENT  HAYES'  REPORT. 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  Vice-President  Hayes  and  find  the 
same  a  concise,  well  written  document,  covering  the  many  subjects  brought 
to  his  attention  during  the  past  year. 

In  dealing  with  this  report  we  feel  it  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  various 
subjects  referred  to. 

We  approve  of  the  position  taken  by  Vice-President  Hayes  in  his  refer- 
ence to  field  workers,  the  unorganized  fields,  the  anthracite  regibn,  Van- 
couver Island  and  in  what  he  states  with  reference  to  Mexico,  which  at 
last  seems  to  be  awakening  from  a  long  period  of  inactivity  due  to  the 
facts  as  mentioned  in  the  Vice-President's  report. 

The  committee  is  in  accord  with  the  views  expressed  with  reference  to 
the  agitation  work,  as  agitation  and  an  intelligent  discontent  are  easential 
to  laying  the  ground-work  for  our  organization  and  the  improvement  of  the 
workers'  conditions. 

Vice-President  Hayes'  comments  with  reference  to  internal  troubles 
and  obnoxious  laws  are  so  sufficiently  self-explanatory  that  comment  by 
the  committee  is  unnecessary. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  reflects  credit  on  its  author. 

Delegate  Zelenka,  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  we  concnr  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Vice-President's  report.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried by  unanimous  vote.) 

SEURETARY-TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
The  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Edwin  Perry,  is  a  concise  statement 
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of  the  finances  received  and  expended  by  the  International  office  during  the 
past  year. 

UNPAID  ASSESSMENT. 

In  reviewing  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  we  find  that  a 
number  of  local  unions  have  not  yet  paid  the  International  assessment, 
aggregating  $843,131.60,  and  while  we  are  forced  to  admit  that  many  of 
our  members  worked  but  little  the  past  year,  and  the  assessments  were 
heavy,  you  committee  believes  that  this  money  should  be  collected  in  order 
to  treat  every  local  union  and  every  member  in  the  same  manner  and  recom- 
mend that  this  be  done.  While  it  is  true  the  assessments  were  heavy  and 
the  work  poor,  this  organization  cannot  afford  to  show  any  more  considera- 
tion for  one  local  than  for  another.  Inasmuch  as  the  International  assess- 
ment is  now  discontinuecl,  we  advise  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  in  which 
to  pay  this  arrearage. 

TRANSFER  CARD  FRAUD. 

In  regard  to  the  transfer  card  fraud,  reported  by  Secretary  Perry,  we 
advise  that  this  matter  be  kept  continually  before  the  trades-unionists  of 
this  coimtry,  by  advertising  the  same  in  our  official  Journal,  and  we  also 
request  the  various  other  unions  to  publish  the. facts  in  this  case  until  the 
party,  or  parties,  engaged  in  this  nefarious  business,  be  run  down  and  given 
the  punishment  they  so  justly  de8er^'e. 

ADDRESSES  OF  SECRETARIES. 

With  reference  to  furnishing  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  secretaries 
of  the  local  unions,  we  concur  in  the  report  submitted  by  Secretary  Perry, 
that  such  should  not  be  furnished  except  in  important  or  extreme  cases  and 
then  only  when  the  same  has  been  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board. 

TRAVELING  AUDITORS. 

We  concur  in  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  recommendation  with  reference 
to  the  employment  traveling  auditors,  and  have  covered  this  matter  in  our 
report  on  the  recommendation  of  President  White  in  his  report. 

MISSING  ELECTION  RETURNS. 
The  missing  election  returns  referred  to  by  Secretary  Perry  show  con- 
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Chairman  Walker — Do  you  want  to  act  on  the  report  of  each  officer 
separately? 

A  Delegate — I  move  that  we  act  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  each 
officer  separately.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Holt,  District  No.  21 — I  move  that  we  concur  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  President's  report.  (Seconded  and  carried  by 
unanimous  vote.) 

Secretary  McDonald — Our  report  on  the  Vice-President's  report  is  very 
brief.  As  he  occupies  the  second  place  and  is  not  in  a  position  to  make 
recommendations,  our  report  will  be  brief. 

Secretary  McDonald  read  the  following  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports: 

VICE-PRESIDENT  HAYES'  REPORT. 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  Vice-President  Hayes  and  find  the 
same  a  concise,  well  written  document,  covering  the  many  subjects  brought 
to  his  attention  during  the  past  year. 

In  dealing  with  this  report  we  feel  it  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  various 
subjects  referred  to. 

We  approve  of  the  position  taken  by  Vice-President  Hayes  in  his  refer- 
ence to  field  workers,  the  unorganized  fields,  the  anthracite  regibn,  Van- 
couver Island  and  in  what  he  states  with  reference  to  Mexico,  which  at 
last  seems  to  be  awakening  from  a  long  period  of  inactivity  due  to  the 
facts  as  mentioned  in  the  Vice-President's  report. 

The  committee  is  in  accord  with  the  views  expressed  with  reference  to 
the  agitation  work,  as  agitation  and  an  intelligent  discontent  are  essential 
to  laying  the  ground-work  for  our  organization  and  the  improvement  of  the 
workers'  conditions. 

Vice-President  Hayes'  comments  with  reference  to  internal  troubles 
and  obnoxious  laws  are  so  sufficiently  self-explanatory  that  comment  by 
the  committee  is  unnecessary. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  reflects  credit  on  its  author. 

Delegate  Zelenka,  District  No.  6 — I  move  you  that  we  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Vice-President 's  report.  (Seconded  and  car- 
ried by  unanimous  vote.) 

SL"CRETARY-TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
The  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Edwin  Perry,  is  a  concise  statement 
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of  the  finances  received  and  expended  by  the  International  office  during  the 
past  year. 

UNPAID  ASSESSMENT. 

In  reviewing  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  we  find  that  a 
number  of  local  unions  have  not  yet  paid  the  International  assessment, 
aggregating  $843,131.60,  and  while  we  are  forced  to  admit  that  many  of 
our  members  worked  but  little  the  past  year,  and  the  assessments  were 
heavy,  you  committee  believes  that  this  money  should  be  collected  in  order 
to  treat  every  local  union  and  every  member  in  the  same  manner  and  recom- 
mend that  this  bo  done.  While  it  is  true  the  assessments  were  heavy  and 
the  work  poor,  this  organization  cannot  aflford  to  show  any  more  considera- 
tion for  one  local  than  for  another.  Inasmuch  as  the  International  assess- 
ment is  now  discontinued,  we  advise  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  in  which 
to  pay  this  arrearage. 

TRANSFER  CARD  FRAUD. 

In  regard  to  the  transfer  card  fraud,  reported  by  Secretary  Perry,  we 
advise  that  this  matter  be  kept  continually  before  the  trades-unionists  of 
this  country,  by  advertising  the  same  in  our  official  Journal,  and  we  also 
request  the  various  other  unions  to  publish  the. facts  in  this  case  until  the 
party,  or  parties,  engaged  in  this  nefarious  business,  be  run  down  and  given 
the  punishment  they  so  justly  deserve. 

ADDRESSES  OF  SECRETARIES. 

With  reference  to  furnishing  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  secretaries 
of  the  local  unions,  we  concur  in  the  report  submitted  by  Secretary  Perry, 
that  such  should  not  be  furnished  except  in  important  or  extreme  cases  and 
then  only  when  the  same  has  been  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board. 

TRAVELING  AUDITORS. 

We  concur  in  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  recommendation  with  reference 
to  the  employment  traveling  auditors,  and  have  covered  this  matter  in  our 
report  on  the  recommendation  of  President  White  in  his  report. 

MISSING  ELECTION  RETURNS. 
The  missing  election  returns  referred  to  by  Secretary  Perry  show  con- 
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clusively  that  bome  ouc,  or  more,  in  close  touch  with  the  afFairs  of  the  In- 
ternatiuual  office  during  the  election  one  year  ago,  did  what  they  could  to 
prevent  an  honest  election,  in  the  inteftest  of  some  party  or  parties,  who  were 
candidates  for  office,  and  while  we  are  unable  to  name  the  parties  who  eom- 
mitted  this  contemptible  theft  at  this  time,  whoever  it  was  deserves  the 
contempt  and  condemnation  of  every  honest  man  in  or  out  of  our  organiza- 
tion and  if  the  cowardly  thief  who  stole  these  ballots  has  no  pangs  of  eon- 
science,  the  United  Mine  Workers  will,  no  doubt,  weather  the  storm,  and 
with  the  plan  now  in  vogue,  a  repetition  of  this  outrage  is  unlikely. 

UNITED  MINE  WORKERS'  JOURNAL. 

For  years  the  making  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal  a  finaneia] 
success  has  been  a  subject  for  discussion  and  your  eommittee  in  considering 
the  part  of  Secretary-Treasurer's  report  recommend  that  the  provision  in 
the  Tnternational  constitution,  requiring  each  local  secretary  to  subscribe 
for  the  Journal  be  strictly  enforced,  and  thus  assist  to  some  extent  at  least, 
in  securing  more  revenue  for  the  Journal,  as  well  as  extending  its  influence. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We  concur  in  Secretary  Perry  *s  recommendation,  relative  to  the  changes 
in  the  International  constitution,  and  advise  that  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee make  the  changes  referred  to. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  compliment  Secretary-Treasurer  Perry  on 
the  report  presented  and  appreciate  fully  the  harmony  and  unanimity  of  purpose 
displayed  between  the  three  Tnternational  officers. 

C'OMMITTKE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORTS: 

ALEX  HOWAT,  District  No.  14. 
JOHN  T.  DEMP8EY,  District  No.  1. 
DUNCAN  McDonald,  District  No.  12. 
C.  J.  ALBASIN,  District  No.  6. 
JAS.  MOONEY,  District  No.  26. 
W.  H.  BROWN,  District  No.  13. 
PAUL  J.  PAULSEN,  District  No.  22. 
JOHN  O'LEARY.  DUtrict  No.  5. 
WM.  ROBERTS,  District  No.  24. 
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Delegate  Ballantyne,  District  No.  13 — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port of  the  eommittee.    (Seconded  by  Delegate  Helmer,  District  No.  12.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  No.  12 — If  the  report  is  adopted  will  any 
action  be  taken  on  the  assessment  clause  f 

Chairman  Walker — If  you  adopt  it  you  will  be  adopting  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee,  which  makes  it  clear  that  no  local  union  should  be 
given  any  more  consideration  than  another  but  that  they  will  be  given  a 
reasonable  length  of  time  to  pay  up  their  arrearages. 

Delegate  Downey,  District  No.  12 — Will  that  quash  the  proceedings 
in  regard  to  the  stolen  ballots? 

Chairman  Walker — ^J  presume  it  will. 

A  Delegate — What  effect   will  it  have  on  the  locals  owing  assessment  f 

Chairman  Walker — ^It  will  require  your  local  union  to  pay  whatever  its 
actual  indebtedness  to  the  International  is. 

A  Delegate — The  last  half  of  November,  1910,  December  1910,  and  January, 
February,  March  and  April,  1911,  there  were  no  assessments  checked  off  in  the 
coal  office.  We  were  working  continually  five  and  six  days  a  week  during  the 
entire  time.  After  the  strike  there  was  u  heavy  state  assessment,  and  the  first 
part  of  November  there  were  International  assessments  taken  off.  The  mem- 
bership paid  no  attention  and  our  financial  secretary  went  into  the  mercantile 
Iiusiness,  left  the  organization  and  a  new  secretary  was  elected.  He  received 
the  books,  documents  and  finances  of  the  local  on  January  12,  1911.  We  heard 
nothing  of  the  assessment  until  May  5,  1911,  when  the  State  Auditor  came  to 
the  local  and  audited  the  books.  On  the  6th  day  of  March,  after  I  had  a  paraly- 
tic stroke  in  January,  I  was  elected  recording  secretary.  I  took  the  matter  up 
with  the  International  office,  explained  the  facts,  and  then  got  a  bill  for  the  en- 
tire ajwessment.  I  then  took  the  matter  up  with  the  local.  From  that  time  until 
the  assessment  was  called  off  it  was  paid.  We  have  a  membership  now  of  412 
or  413  members.  Only  137  of  those  members  were  there  during  the  time  the  aa- 
Messment  was  on.  The  rest  are  all  new  members.  I  claim  the  members  who 
vtere  there  should  pay  the  assessment. 

Delegate  Bodgefs,  District  11 — If  the  report  is  adopted  will  it  compel 
Lfoeal  155  of  Indiana  to  pay  the  amount  of  money  now  charged  to  them  by 
Seeretary  Perry,  commencing  with  December,  1910,  which  would  make  them  de- 
linqueni  for  something  like. a  year? 

Chairman  Walker — If  the  report  is  adopted  it  will  only  require  each 
local  union  to  pay  the  International  whatever  indebtedness  they  owe  that 
organLeation.    The  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee  will  not  settle 
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any  individual  cases  and  the  merits  of  each  individual  case  will  be  considered 
by  the  courts  of  the  organization  when  the  case  is  taken  up  properly.  If 
we  want  to  consume  the  time  of  this  convention  by  having  each  individual 
case  of  arrearages  described,  it  will  be  some  time  before  we  get  through, 
and  the  time  consumed  in  describing  the  cases  will  be  of  no  value  so  far  as 
either  the  cases  or  the  convention  are  concerned. 

President  White — ^This  convention  has  already  passed  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  auditors  to  bring  in  a  report  dealing  with  this  question  ot 
assessments.  We  can  well  afford  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee,  which 
recommends  that  the  local  unions  be  given  an  adequate  time  to  meet  their 
obligations.  The  committee  that  has  been  instructed  will  report  to  you 
before  we  adjourn  on  these  phases  you  are  discussing. 

Chairman  Walker — The  chair  is  going  to  rule  that  the  statements  of  the 
controversy  between  the  International  organization  and  any  local  union  because 
of  arrearages  is  not  under  consideration  at  this  time.  The  question  is  whether  or 
not  tlie  locals  shall  pay  what  they  actually  owe  the  International  organization. 

Delegate  Rodgers,  District  11 — That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  get  at.  I 
want  to  know  whether  we  are  going  to  be  compelled  to  pay  something  we  have 
already  paid. 

Chairman  Walker — The  question  of  actual  arrearages  is  one  to  be  settled  be- 
tween the  local  union  and  the  regular  courts  of  this  organization. 

Delegate  Golden,  District  11 — We  paid  $200  and  it  still  stands  against  us. 
Our  officers  ran  away  with  $700.    Are  we  going  to  have  to  pay  thatf 

Chairman  Walker — ^That  will  be  a  matter  to  be  settled  between  the  local  and 
the  International. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  secretary  of  the  commit- 
lee  to  again  read  that  section  of  their  report  dealing  i^ith  the  disappearance  of 
election  returns  of  fifty  local  unions  in  Illinois.  I  may  want  to  make  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  section  under  the  caption  ' '  Missing  Election  Returns, ' '  was  read  by 
Secretary  McDonald. 

Secretary  McDonald — It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  that  this 
should  be  dropped  after  the  report  is  adopted.  If  the  matter  ean  be  probed 
still  further  and  the  responsibility  placed  where  it  belongs  yonr  eommittee  is 
of  the  opinion  that  this  should  be  done. 

Delegate  Green — I  am  glad  the  secretary  of  the  committee  made  that  state 
ment.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  fact  that  fifty  local  unions  that  bad  vote 
and  had  sent  their  returns  into  the  International  office  and  had  their  vote. 
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taken  therefrom  is  a  crime  that  is  serious  indeed,  and  one  that  this  organiza- 
tion should  continue  to  investigate  with  all  the  power  and  energy  they  possess 
in  order  to  determine  who  it  is  that  is  guilty  of  it.  I  believe  that  if  a  crime  of 
this  kind  can  be  perpetrated  and  those  who  perpetrate  it  get  away  with  it,  then 
the  very  security  of  our  organization  is  threatened. 

If  I  am  in  order  I  will  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee that  the  International  fi'zecutive  Board  be  instructed  to  continue 
its  investigation  and  endeavor  to  find  out  who  is  responsible  for  this  crime. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Downie,  District  12 — When  I  asked  the  question  I  did  it  was  as  the 
representative  of  one  of  the  locals  that  had  ballots  stolen.  I  want  to  tell  you 
the  boys  down  in  our  district  want  to  .know  what  has  become  of  those  votes. 
Local  730  and  a  sister  local  in  the  same  district  had  their  ballots  stolen.  We 
were  sent  here  to  see  that  we  get  a  square  deal  and  that  those  who  stole  the 
ballots  be  ferreted  out  and  punished  in  the  right  way.  We  don't  believe  in  dis- 
franchiedng  people  who  are  keeping  the  organization  up.  We  had  a  perfect 
Tight  to  have  our  ballots  counted.  I  want  to  go  on  record  as  stating  the  case 
for  my  locaL 

Delegate  Helmer,  District  12 — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
I  believe  it  is  high  time  this  matter  is  cleared  up  and  the  blame  placed  on  the 
guilty  person.  I  am  not  very  superstitious  myself,  but  I  believe  it  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time,  if  the  same  party  gets  the  reins  that  did  have  them,  he  would  steal 
the  State  Life  building  the  next  time  if  he  had  a  chance.  If  the  amendment  is 
carried  out  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  International  Executive  Board  will 
be  able  to  fix  the  blame  on  the  guilty  person.  I  am  not  here  to  judge,  but  I 
have  opinions.  They  belong  to  me,  and  I  can  control  those  opinions  as  long  as  I 
don't  make  them  too  loud.  I  think  almost  every  delegate  in  this  hall  has  the 
blame  fixed.  It  is  just  a  matter  of  time  before  every  member  of  the  organiza- 
tion, in  my  opinion,  will  have  a  right  to  come  out  and  express  his  opinion  and 
say  who  the  person  is  that  got  the  ballots.  We  have  good  ground — or  at  least, 
I  have,  having  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  certain  organizers  who  were  sent 
back  to  the  fields  of  Illinois  and  went  from  local  to  local  finding  out  how  the  bal- 
lots were  east — to  suspect  who  took  the  ballots.  I  want  to  tell  the  convention 
that  before  those  ballots  were  taken  out  of  the  ballot  box  it  was  known  positively 
bow  many  votes  were  cast  by  the  locals  in  those  towns  and  how  many  votes  each 
;xian  received.  They  were  carefully  selected.  My  local  insisted  that  above  all 
lings  I  would  recommend  to  this  convention  that  the  investigation  be  carried 
QD,  regardless  of  what  the  outcome  would  be.    They  want  the  blame  to  be  fixed 
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on  the  guilty  party  anil  ihey  want  his  name  known  at  the  earliest  date  poaaible. 
A  couple  of  them  BuggeHted  who  the  guilty  party  is,  but  I  am  not  here  to  state 
that.    I  have  my  own  idea  about  that. 

Delegate  Wieck — Our  local  union  was  not  included  in  the  list  investigated 
by  the  committee  from  the  International  Executive  Board.  I  don't  know  why. 
1  tried  to  find  out.  I  understood  when  I  inquired  that  the  committee  that  in- 
vestigated the  question  had  closed  its  work.  If  the  matter  is  going  to  be  re- 
opened I  have  some  things  I  would  like  to  have  investigated.  On  the  fourth 
of  last  April  when  we  found  out  that  our  votes  were  not  counted  we  complained 
to  Secretary  Perry.  We  received  an  answer  that  he  did  not  know  why  the  votes 
wore  not  counted,  and  referred  us  to  the  International  Tellers.  We  wrote  to  two 
of  the  International  Tellers,  but  got  nx>  further  information.  We  had  eorre- 
spondence  from  President  White  three  different  times  last  summer  that  the  mat- 
ter would  be  looked  into,  but  it  never  was.  I  asked  Secretury  Perry  about  it 
the  other  day  and  he  said  he  didn't  know  why  it  had  not  been  investigateil.  We 
did  not  think  we  should  appeal  to  the  district  office  on  a  question  of  the  In- 
ternational ballots. 

President  White — The  statement  made  by  the  delegate,  so  far  as  I  know,  is 
absolutely  corre<.*t.  Shortly  after  I  took  office  on  the  first  of  April  I  heard 
rumors  in  connection  with  the  vote  of  certain  local  unions  in  Illinois  not  hav- 
ing been  tabulated  in  the  printed  report  of  the  Tellers.  I  was  slow  to  give  a 
report  to  those  seeking  information  on  the  matter,  because  I  felt  as  though  we 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  confronting  us  and  my  motives  might  be  miscon- 
strued and  irre[)arablc  injury  come  to  the  organization,  based  along  the  lines 
of  personality. 

However,  on  a  close  examination  of  the  Tellers'  report  it  did  not  require 
any  effort  to  disi^ern  from  the  way  in  which  the  return  of  those  local  union  were 
reported  that  a  great  injustice  had  been  done  them.  It  is  true,  as  the  delegate 
states,  that  he  wrote  to  me  after  corresponding  with  the  Secretary  concerning 
this  matter.  I  instructtd  the  Secretory  to  again  write  the  Tellers  and  see  if  they 
could  give  aity  information  in  regard  to  the  missing  ballots.  I  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  possibly  many  of  thes^e  locals  whose  numbers  and  location  were  reported 
in  the  Tellers*  report  might  have  had  their  votes  thrown  out  because  of  no  seal 
or  no  signature,  and  that  the  committee  might  have  erred  in  not  making  note  of 
that  fact;  hut  upon  investigating  we  found  there  was  very  little  information  to 
Ikj  gained  along  that  line  from  the  Tellers. 

When  co*nplaint  was  made  to  the  International  Executive  Board  by  the  local 
unions  in  Illinois  through  their  district  officers  wo  gave  them  an  audience  in 
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June  to  present  their  claim,  aud  as  a  result  of  that  your  President  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  an  investigation.  That  was  done,  and  the 
verbatim  report  of  the  investigation  of  that  committee  has  been  published  in 
the  Mine  Wprkers'  Journal.  This  is  the  first  intimation  I  have  had  that  any 
of  the  local  unions  were  not  included  in  that  investigation  by  the  committee 
that  weilt  to  Illiiiois. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  think  I  made  myself  clearly  understood  in  my 
annual  report  to  the  convention  that  we  must  have  honest  elections.  We  must 
have  the  vote  of  every  local  union  recorded  and  accounted  for.  Unless  we  can 
assure  the  membership  of  this  organization  that  we  are  ^oing  to  have  a  clean 
ballot,  free  from  corrupt  methods,  this  organization  wiH  crumble  and  decay.  No 
movement  can  hold  together  that  has  practices  of  this  kind  permeating  its  ranks ; 
and,  regardless  of  who  may  or  w^ho  may  not  have  been  responsible  for  those  votes 
being  eliminated  from  the  report  of  the  Tellers,  we  have  been  unable  so  far  as 
the  committee 's  investigation  goes,  to  fix  the  responsibility. 

If  you  will  read  the  statements  of  all  the  persons  who  appeared  before  the 
committee  and  the  things  that  transpired  at  the  time  of  counting  the  vote,  you 
will  find  a  chain  of  circumstances  that  is  not  conducive  to  the  best  advancement 
of  this  union.  I  long  for  the  time  to  come  when  this  organization  can  have  its 
votes  tabulated  and  the  expressed  will  of  the  mine  workers  recorded  without 
this  unnecessary  suspicion  being  cast  upon  it;  but  just  so  long  as  we  have  the 
votes  of  local  unions  not  recorded — as  in  this  instance — we  will  have  suspicion 
and  unrest  in  the  minds  of  our  people. 

Nothing  would  have  given  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  have  been  able  to 
fix  the  responsibility  for  the  theft  of  those  ballots.  They  were  not  there  in  the 
International  office  when  the  ballot  box  was  ox^ened  before  the  committee  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  Tellers.  We  tried  to  j)rotect  the  ballot  this  year  in  every  way 
possible  without  specific  laws  to  guide  us.  We  wanted  to  be  sure  that  every 
ballot  sent  into  the  office  was  recorded. 

There  are  many  discrepancies  in  the  election  referred  to  in  the  report.  The 
ballots  of  large  locals  were  tampered  with.  The  votes  of  individuals  were  trans- 
ferred from  ond  candidate  to  another.  Tn  my  opinion  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding this  matter  warrants  us  in  placing  in  our  constitution  every  safeguard 
possible  to  protect  our  membership  against  corruption  and  fraud  in  our  elec- 
tions. I  hope  we  will  never  again  experience  the  conditions  that  are  complained 
of.  If  it  is  the  judgment  of  the  convention  that  our  International  Executive 
Board  be  instructed  to  conduct  a  further  investigation  into  this  affair,  I  want  to 
assure  the  delegate  who  has  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  his  local  has  infornia- 

M.  Pro.-22. 
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tion  they  would  like  to  impart  to  the  committee  or  to  the  board,  I  will  do  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  see  that  a  thorough  and  complete  investigation  of  all  the 
details  of  this  matter  is  made,  if  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do  it,  and  we  will  then 
advise  the  membership  of  our  findings. 

Delegate  Wieck — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  Board  Member  Farringtos 
made  the  motion  to  create  the  committee  that  it  was  to  the  eflPect  "that  a  com- 
mittee shall  be  selected  to  investigate  the  missing  vote  complained  of  by  the 
district  officials? " 

President  White — When  the  Illinois  officers  appeared  before  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  with  their  complaint  it  was  stated  that  fifty-four  local 
unions  in  District  12  hjftl  not  had  their  ballots  accounted  for  by  the  Interna- 
tional Tellers.  The  motion,  as  I  understaud  it,  was  that  the  committee  investi- 
gate the  missing  votes  of  those  locals.  Upon  investigation  it  was  found  the 
Secretary  could  state  to  the  committee  what  disposition  had  been  made  of  the 
votes  of  five  of  the  local  unions,  which  left  forty-nine  local  unions  whose  votes 
were  not  accounted  for. 

Delegate  Wieck,  District  12 — The  votes  were  missing  from  the  International 
office  and  we  complained  to  the  Tnternntional  organization.  We  thought  that 
the  proper  place.  Other  locjii  unions  complained  to  the  district,  a  part  of  the 
organization  we  thought  had  no  business  with  the  affair.  I  wrote  letters  all  sum- 
mer to  the  various  officials  and  it  came  to  nothing.  I  presume  I  wrote  fifteen 
li'ttcrs,  and  still  we  don't  know  any  more  than  we  did  before. 

Secretary  Perry — I  remember  receiving  the  complaint  Brother  Wieck  speaks^ 
of.  When  the  committee  of  Illinois  officials  ai>peared  before  the  International 
Kxecutive  Board  I  believe  they  had  absolute  knowledge  that  forty-nine  of  the 
fifty-four  local  unions  had  held  elections.  T  took  it  for  granted  that  all  the 
local  unions  in  Dlinois  that  did  not  appear  in  the  list  of  the  Tellers  whose  votes 
had  been  accounted  for  had  been  investigated  by  the  committee.  If  your  loeal 
was  not  included  it  was  ar  oversight. 

Delegate  Conners.  District  21 — Our  returns  were  not  on  the  return  sheecs 
and  no  reason  was  given  why  they  wore  not  accounted  for.  I  wrote  our  Int*i- 
national  Secretary  in  regard  to  it,  I  wrote  the  Tellers  in  regard  to  it,  but  we  have 
received  no  reply  from  the  Tellers.  Upon  investigating  the  returns  from  Illinoi.^ 
that  were  not  tabulated  T  believe  we  have  a  right  to  know  what  became  of  our 
\otf.  There  were  some  very  mysterious  transactions  on  the  part  of  certain  indi- 
viduals in  that  locality  at  that  time,  and  if  they  are  investigated  they  may 
bnnj,'  something  1o  life.     I  merely  mention  this  so  it  will  l)e  brought  to  the  at- 
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tention  of  whoever  is  to  investigate  this  very  undesirable  condition  that  seems 
to  have  pre\'ailed  in  our  elections. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  hope  this  motion  will  be  adopted,  and  not  onl> 
adopted  by  unanimous  vote,  but  that  it  w  ill  be  carried  into  effect.  I  understand 
tbcit  a  committee  of  three  board  members  were  appointed  to  investigate  the  loss 
of  ballots  from  the  International  office.  In  reading  over  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses I  find  where  one  witness  from  Iowa  testified  that  on  the  evening  there  was 
supposed  to  be,  and  was,  a  row  between  one  of  the  Tellers  and  one  of  the  watch- 
ers, that  William  Scaife,  the  Editor  of  the  Journal  at  that  time,  was  in  the 
room,  which  is  not  true,  according  to  a  letter  sent  by  William  Scaife  to  the 
Mine  Workers'  Journal  for  publication,  and  which  has  never  been  published. 

I  desire  to  state  also  that  the  same  witness  testified  before  the  committee 
that  vhe  International  President  at  that  time — myself — came  into  the  room  by  a 
side  door,  which  is  likewise  a  falsehood.  I  want,  for  the  information  of  this 
convention,  to  also  state  that  it  was  the  custom,  so  far  as  I  know,  for  the  Secre- 
tary and  Tellers  to  have  possession  of  the  ballots,  and  so  ruled. 

I  would  like  while  this  investigation  is  going  on  for  the  same  committee, 
or  whoever  will  be  on  the  committee,  to  take  up  another  investigation.  That  in- 
vestigation is  to  learn  why  on  two  occasions  during  the  last  year  I  was  Inter- 
national President  of  this  union  every  lock  on  every  desk  in  my  office  was  forccvl 
open  and  the  locks  torn  out.  I  would  like  to  have  the  investigation  complete, 
in  order  that  we  may  fix  the  responsibilities  on  the  parties  who  have  been  guilty 
of  invading  the  International  offices  of  this  union. 

Chairman  Walker — The  chair  would  like  to  have  an  understanding  of 
the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Green,  so  that  we  will  all  know  just 
what  we  are  voting  on  before  we  dispose  of  it.  Does  your  amendment  mean 
that  the  board  is  authorized  to  make  an  invcHtigation,  not  only  of  the 
stealing  of  the  ballots,  but  of  the  other  phases  of  corruption  in  the  elec- 
tionf 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  0 — That  is  the  meaning  of  my  amcnd- 
mrnt. 

Delegate  Finney — Does  that  motion  carry,  with  it  that  the  report  will 
be  submitted  to  this  convention  before  we  adjourn? 

Chairman  Walker — Not  if  it  is  referred  to  the  International  Executive 
3oard.  The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  an  impossibility  for  the 
board  to  make  the  thorough  and  wide  investij^ation  necessary  and  complete 
it  in  time  to  report  to  this  convention. 

Delegate  Finney — There  seems  to   Ik*  an  impression  in  the  minds  of  the 
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men  where  I  come  from  that  some  one  has  done  something  wrong  in  tha  wmy 
}t  stealing  votes  and  they  want  to  know  who  the  men  are  who  took  them. 
I  feel  that  if  this  investigation  is  not  thoroughly  made  there  will  be  an  im- 
pression left  on  the  minds  of  the  men  I  represent  that  the  present  offieials 
have  something  to  cover  up.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  investigation  is  not 
made  the  impression  will  be  left  in  the  minds  of  these  men  that  the  other 
men  are  guilty.  That  is  why  I  ask  the  question.  If  it  is  possible  for  this 
committee  to  make  a  report^  I  would  be  able  to  go  home  and  tell  my  people 
who  the  guilty  men  are,  for  they  are  very  anxious  to  know. 

Secretary  Perry — I  do  not  know  just  how  long  it  will  take  to  determine 
who  are  the  guilty  parties,  but  if  there  is  any  delegate  in  this  hall  or  any 
member  of  the  organizations  anywhere  who  can  suggest  a  plan  or  method 
of  procedure  that  will  facilitate  the  investigation  and  assist  us  in  fixing 
the  responsibility,  it  is  his  duty  to  make  that  fact  known.  I  would  like  to 
know  myself  who  the  guilty  party  is.  I  am  more  interested  in  this  question 
than  possibly  any  other  living  man,  and  I  would  like  to  know  who  got  the 
ballots. 

Chairman  Walker — The  chair  asked  for  an  understanding  of  the  amend- 
ment 80  the  Executive  Board  would  have  the  widest  latitude  in  conducting 
the  investigation.  The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  you  find  out  who  stole 
the  ballots  you  will  find  out  who  broke  the  locks.  The  man  who  did  one 
would  do  the  other. 

Delegate  Shaw — I  would  like  to  ask  if  Secretary  Perry  received  the 
ballots  that  were  stolen? 

Secretary  Perry — I  testified  before  the  committee,  and  I  say  it  now, 
that  possibly  with  but  two  exceptions  I  received  the  returns  from  every 
local  union  in  Illinois. 

Delegate  Shaw — Then  what  became  of  themf 

Secretary  Perry — I  know  they  went  out  of  my, hands  into  the  ballot 
box.  That  is  all  I  know. 

Delegate  Lete,  District  12 — I  would  like  to  know  if  William  Krievenas, 
the  International  ortranizcr  from  the  Danville  field,  was  being  paid  by  the 
International  organization  the  first  Monday  after  the  election  took  place  in  1909! 

Secretary  Perry — I  could  not  give  that  information  without  referring 
to  the  books. 

Delegate  Lete — Aftor  that  election  this  William  Krievenas  was  can- 
vassing the  entire  sub-district  to  find  out  how  many  votes  were  cast  for  In- 
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ternational    President,    Vice-President    and    Secretary-Treasurer.      That    is 
-why  I  want  to  know  if  he  was  being  paid  by  the  International  organization. 

Secretary  Perry — I  will  give  you  that  information  if  you  come  to  my 
olBee.    I  cannot  give  it  here. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Green  was  carried,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  as  amended  was  adopted,  the  vote  being  unanin^ous. 

President  White  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Susner,  District  5 — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 
I  have  here  a  written  statement  signed  by  twenty-five  delegates  from  Dis- 
trict 5,  Western  Pennsylvania,  asking  International  Board  Member  Farring- 
ton  from  Illinois  to  prove  statements  he  made  here  the  other  day  or  apologize 
to  me  and  this  convention.  This  statement  is  as  follows: 
.  To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

Whereas,  Delegate  Farrington  assailed  my  character  as  a  union  man, 
branding  me  as  a  ' '  dangerous  man ' '  and  coal  company  candidate  for  office  on 
the  floor  of  the  convention ;  and 

Whereas,  This  statement  is  of  a  serious  nature,  as  it  reflects  upon  my  repu- 
tation and  tends  to  reduce  the  confidence  and  respect  that  I  enjoy  of  thousands 
of  miners  throughout  this  country  and  even  in  Canada;  and 

Whereas,  Section  II  of  Article  XI  of  the  International  constitution  pro- 
vides that  "any  member  guilty  of  slandering  or  circulating  or  causing  to  be 
circulated,  false  statements  against  any  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
upon  being  proven  guilty,  shall  be  suspended  from  membership  in  the  Inter- 
national, district  or  sub-district  or  local  union  for  a  period  of  six  months  \vd 
not  eligible  to  hold  office  in  the  organization  for  a  period  of  two  years;" 
therefore. 

In  view  of  the  aforementioned  false  statement  made  by  Delegate  Frank 
Farrington,  derogatory  of  my  character  as  a  union  man,  and  also  the  law,  I 
hereby  request  that  Delegate  Farrington  prove  the  aforesaid  accusation  or  make 
respectful  apology  on  the  floor  of  this  convention. 

(Signed)     ALEX  SUSNAR, 

Delegate  L.  U.  No.  1190. 

We,  the  undersigned  delegates  to  this  convention,  think  that  Dele- 
gate  Farrington  did  a  gross  injustice  to  Delegate  Alex  Susnar  by  branding 
liim  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  as  a  <' dangerous  man"  and  coal  com- 
pany candidate,  and,   therefore   ask   that   Delegate   Farrington   prove   his 
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statement,  or  failing  to  do  so,  be  penalized  as  provided  by  Scetion  11  of 
Article  XI  or  render  due  apology  for  hia  indiscretion. 

(Signed)     FRANK  LEITHOLD,  Local  Union  No.  92. 

ALEX  PARK,  Local  Union  No.  615. 

TIIOS.   WALKER,  Local   Union   No.   1165. 

JOHN  SELLISH,  Local  Union  No.  1197. 

JOE  CASTRODALE,  Local  Union  No.   1829. 

JOHN  BEVAN,  Local  Union  No.  777. 

STEPHEN   BARTLETT,   Local   Union    No.   2354. 

JOHN  GALLAGHER.  Local  Union   No.   2087. 

JAMES  M 'DONALD,  Local  Union  No.  1787. 

E.  D.  REED,  Local  Union  Nos.  762-1447. 

WM.  HYNES.  Local  Union  No.  2102. 

WILLIAM  M'KAY,  Local  Union  No.  2224. 

CHAS.   PRITCHARD,  Local  Union  No.   269. 

WM.  H.  NELSON,  Local  Union  No.  235. 

JAS.  DINWEN,  Local  Union  No.  1147. 

HAMILTON  SMITH,  Local  Union  No.  1787. 

GEORGE  MURRIE',  Local  Union  No.  96. 

DANTE   PIGOZZI,   Local   Union   No-.   274. 

E.  S.  M'CULLOUGH,  Local  Union  No.  51. 

THOMAS  PHILLIPS,  Local  Union  No.  725. 

ROBT.  WELSH,  Local  Union  No.  1891. 

CHAS.  MARKELL,  Local  Union  No.  2029. 

ANDY  PUSKAR,  Local  Union  No.  1898. 

J.  J.  CAMPBELL,  Local  Union  No.  260. 
Delegate  Susnar — All  those  names  are  signed  by  delegates  representing 
those  local  unions.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  take  up  any 
of  your  time,  nor  is  it  my  desire  to  got  Board  Member  Farrington  pnnishcil 
for  the  statement  he  made  the  other  day;  but  friends  of  mine  have  been 
after  me  the  last  few  days  to  resent  what  he  said,  and  if  I  did  not  do  so  it 
would  be  though  that  Alex  Susnar  was  a  candidate  put  up  by  the  coal  com- 
panies in  the  last  election  in  District  o.  If  that  is  true  the  delegates  from 
Western  Pennsylvania  must  know  the  truth  in  the  case. 

As  a  union  man  I  must  defend  myself.  Besides  being  a  member  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  1  am  a  member  of  a  political  party  that  would  sus- 
[>eud  me  as  soon  as  they  would  find  out  I  was  a  candidate  put  up  by  the 
coal  companies  and  working  against  the  interests  of  the  workers.     It  may 
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be  that  somebody  has  told  him  I  ain  so  and  so;  but  suppose  somebody  said 
on  the  street  our  Intomational  President  was  a  man  of  bad  character,  does 
that  give  me  reason  to  assail  himf  I  say  no,  and  I  say  that  the  man  who 
is  representing  72,000  good  union  men  from  the  great  state  of  Illinois  should 
have  more  judgment  than  to  bring  my  name  before  this  convention  to  be 
disgraced.  And  if  he  is  small  enough  to  use  the  statement,  a  very  slanderous 
one,  he  should  be  big  enough  to  apologize  now. 

President  White — Is  there  any  objection  to  the  consideration  of  this 
rcBoIutionf  » 

Delegate  Farrington,  District  No.  12 — I  do  not  know  what  the  judgment  of 
this  convention  will  be  relative  to  the  resolution  that  has  just  been  read.  My 
judgment  is  that  the  proper  place  for  the  resolution  is  before  the  Committee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances.  I  have  no  desire  to  disturb  the  tranquility  of  this 
convention,  and  I  want  to  assure  Delegate  Susnar  that  I  am  not  going  to  make 
an  apology  to  him  or  to  the  convention  for  the  statement  it  is  alleged  I  made 
relative  to  his  character.  I  ask  that  the  statement  as  recorded  by  the  stenog- 
rapher of  this  convention  be  read  to  the  convention  or  to  the  Committee  on 
Api>eal8  and  Grievances  before  you  take  action  here  on  the  resolution  just  sub- 
mitted. 

Delegate  Susuar  has  succeeded  in  working  up  apparently  a  very  fa- 
vorable sentiment  for  himself;  but  if  this  matter  is  gone  into  by  the  con- 
vention or  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances 
I  expect  to  present,  either  to  the  committee  or  to  the  convention,  evidence 
that  will  indicate  that  Delegate  Susnar  has  not  been  the  exact  trades  union 
man  or  union  man  he  would  try  to  convince  this  organization  he  is.  I  ask 
this  delegation  not  to  hastily  pass  judgment  upon  the  resolution  just  intro- 
duced. If  the  matter  is  going  to  be  considered  here  and  now  by  the  conven- 
tion, then  I  will  make  my  defense  in  the  convention.  If  the  convention  de- 
cides to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances, 
then  I  will  make  my  defense  before  that  committee  and  that  committee  can 
submit  a  report  to  the  convention.  It  is  immaterial  to  me  what  action  the 
convention  takes  in  that  respect.  If  you  want  to  consider  it  now,  well 
and  good,  I  have  no  objection.  I  expect,  as  I  said,  to  produce  evidence 
to  this  convention  that  will  indicate  that  Delegate  Susnar  has  not  been 
the  loyal  supporter  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization  he  would  try 
to  lead  you  to  believe  he  has  been. 

Delegate  Grills,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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President  White — I  understand  we  will  be  required  to  gfive  up  this 
ball  early  this  evening.  Is  the  Committee  on  Transportation  in  the  hall 
I  understand  they  are  ready  to  report.  Pending  the  hearing  of  their  report 
we  might  hear  from  a  brother  representing  the  striking  shopmen  on  the 
Harriman  lines.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the  chair  would  like  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  introducing  Brother  B.  S.  Knox,  representing  the  Federation 
of  Bailway  Employes. 

Mr.  Knox — Mr.  Chairman  and  Brothers:  I  represent  the  striking  shop- 
men on  the  Illinois  Central,  not  th^  Harriman  lines,  but  they  are  involved 
along  with  the  men  on  the  Harriman  lines.  Last  May  we  formed  a  system 
federation.  After  we  formed  the  federation,  instead  of  doing  business  with 
the  individual  craft,  nine  organizations  went  before  the  management  and 
were  turned  down.  They  said  they  would  not  treat  with  us  as  a  federation  but 
as  individual  organizations.  These  corporations  said  they  would  not  recognize 
the  federation. 

The  men  have  been  on  strike  since  the  thirteenth  of  last  September. 
There  arc  nine  crafts  and  13,000  men  involved  on  the  Illinois  Central,  or 
28,000  on  the  entire  Harriman  lines.  We  have  been  going  along  and  getting 
very  little  assistance  from  our  Grand  Lodge  officers,  as  their  treasury  is 
empty.  Some  of  the  organizations  have  only  received  twelve  dollars  in 
sixteen  weeks.  You  can  see  the  coudition  we  are  in  to  fight  this  gigantic 
corporation.  We  are  not  only  fighting  the  Illinois  Central,  but  the  Harriman 
lines  and  the  General  Managers'  Association.  And  we  are  not  only  fighting 
these  two,  but  we  find  out  now  there  is  only  one  person  that  can  settle  this 
strike,  and  he  is  in  Wall  street. 

I  am  here  today  appealing  to  you  for  any  aid  you  may  see  fit  to  give 
these  striking  brothers.  I  hope  you  will  not  make  light  of  this  matter,  but 
that  you  will  do  what  you  think  is  right.  I  thank  you,  brothers,  for  your 
attention. 

President  White — As  the  appeal  of  the  striking  shopmen  has  already 
been  referred  to  a  special  committee,  we  will  await  the  report  of  that 
committee. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION. 

Auditor  Donaldson,  for  the  committee  reported  as  follows: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  25,  1912. 
We,  your  Committee  on  Transportxition,  after  examining  the  lists  famished 
us  by  the  secreturies  of  the  various  districts,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
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statement;  showing  the  number  of  delegates,  number  of  local  unions  represent'jd, 

number  of  votes  and  amount  of  transportation: 

DjBt.        Secretaries.                   No.  Delegates.  No.  Locals.    Votes.  Amt.  Trans. 

1  John  Mack  33               39               59  $1,024.81 

2  Richard  Gilbert  68                64              201  1,550.55 

5  8.  H.  Laverick 128              111              301  1,799.12 

6  G.  W.  Savage 140              164              317  1,737.45 

7  Ralph  Sinunons 14                26                36  409.20 

8  George  Phillips  8                20               20  15.70 

9  T.  J.  Bi45hards 22                27               31  639.89 

10  William  Short  .-. 12               11               32  1,480.00 

11  Charles  Fox  78                76              131  317.80 

12  Duncan  McDonald 267              248            '657  2,717.68 

13  Frank  Cameron 55               48              139  1,079.38 

14  Robert  Gilmour  23                23               36  756.50 

15  E.  L.  Doyle  3                 3                 6  137.00 

17  B.  F.  Morris 16               16               18  249.75 

18  A.  J.  Carter 2                 2                 6  244.10 

19  T.  M.  Gann 7                 8                10  86.92 

20  J.  R.  Kennamer 1                 1                 1  26.00 

21  Fred  W.  Holt 35               32                77  1,437.92 

22  A.  G.  Morgan 26                24                68  2,128.60 

23  H.  H.  Vincent 33                33               46  361.44 

24  Thomas  Headingtou  13                11                20  173.28 

25  George  Manuel 26               22               61  498.82 

26  Kent  Foster  3                 3                 5  87.00 

27  Adam  Wilkinson   9                  8                24  815.00 

Total  1,022           1,020           2,302  $19,773.91 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP. 
ALBERT  NEUTZLING, 
WM.  DONALDSON. 

Transportation  Committee. 
A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 
Delegate  Diamond  (A.),  District  24 — It  is  stated  there  were  thirteen 
delegates  in  District  24.    There  are  twelve. 
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Delegate  Laverick,  District  5 — ^I  want  to  ask  if  this  report  sobmitte^ 
by  the  Transportation  Committee  is  sabject  to  revisionf 

President  White — By  whomt 

Delegate  Laverick — By  the  delegates  I  suppose. 

President  White — The  report  is  here  for  consideration  now. 

Delegate  Laverick — I  find  there  is  a  disparity  of  about  thirty-five 
dollars  between  the  report  of  the  Transportation  Committee  and  the  bill 
I  presented  to  them. 

Auditor  Donaldson — The  bills  presented  by  some  of  the  district  secreta- 
ries had  men  on  the  list  where  there  were  two  men  from  one  local  that  has 
less  than  six  votes.  It  is  necessary  to  have  six  votes  to  entitle  a  local 
union  to  transportation  for  two  delegates. 

Delegate  Laverick — So  far  as  I  know,  every  delegate  whose  name  I  pre- 
sented was  entitled  to  transportation.  I  only  asked  for  information.  I  want 
to  know  if  there  is  a  possibility  of  having  that  matter  corrected  f 

President  White — If  an  error  appears  in  that  report  the  delegates  can 
appear  before  the  committee. 

Delegate  Bobb,  District  II7-I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  this 
matter  and  make  a  recommendation  to  this  committee.  We  are  always  talk- 
ing about  retrenchment  and  reform,  and  I  think  this  is  the  time  to  consider 
some  reform  in  this  regard.  The  amount  that  is  spent  for  transportation 
ought  to  be  considered.  My  belief  is  that  the  time  has  come  when  we  ought 
to  consider  this  question  from  a  business  standpoint.  I  don't  believe  in 
denying  a  local  union  its  entire  representation;  but  I  think  it  is  unfair  to 
the  membership  to  spend  the  amount  in  transportation  to  conventions  without 
investigation  or  review  by  some  responsible  authority.  I  don't  see  why  so 
much  money  is  spent  in  transportation  year  after  year  for  the  amount  of 
good  accomplished.  I  believe  a  similar  amount  of  good  could  be  accom- 
plished by  a  smaller  representation. 

Delegate  Stewart,  District  21 — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  We  are  not 
considering  the  constitution,  but  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Transpor- 
tation. 

President  White — The  point  is  well  taken,  although  the  gentleman  i8 
making  a  good  speech.  I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  the  time  has 
arrived  to  give  up  this  hall.  I  had  hoped  we  would  be  able  to  hear  the 
report  of  the  Grievance  Committee  before  adjournment. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — I  wbnld  like  information  in  regard  to  the 
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constitution.  The  last  clause  adopted  was  in  regard  to  electing  delegates  by 
a  majority  vote. 

President  White — 1  suggest  that  you  bring  that  up  when  the  Committee 
on  Constitution  again  reports. 

Delegate  Crone — I  want  your  interpretation  now. 

President  White — I  will  try  to  give  it  to  you  when  the  committee  is 
ready  to  report  again. 

Delegate  Crone — I  tried  to  get  the  floor  before  that  was  put  through 
but  could  not. 

President  White — The  chair  will  give  you  your  full  rights  as  a  delegate 
when  the  committee  reports. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and 
that  we  adjourn. 

President  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  convention  ought 
to  meet  at  the  regular  time  every  day  so  the  Scale  Committee,  if  it  has  any. 
iuformation  to  impart,  can  reach  the  delegates.  If  we  have  no  information 
to  impart  somebody  will  be  here  to  notify  the  delegates.  I  understand  there 
will  be  a  demonstration  of  an  electric  shot  firing  device  here,  and  that 
there  will  also  be  a  demonstration  in  connection  with  the  mine  rescue  car 
that  is  in  the  city. 

Delegate  Heler — I  desire  to  ask  the  chair  if  he  knows  when  transporta- 
tion will  be  paidf 

President  White — I  think  the  secretaries  can  get  their  checks  at  any 
time,  then  it  will  be  up  to  the  delegate  to  keep  their  secretaries  from 
going  to  Canada.  The  Secretary  informs  me  that  your  district  secretaries 
can  get  the  checks  at  any  time.  It  will  be  up  to  the  delegates  to  see  that 
their  secretaries  report  to  them  at  an  early  date. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  12 — I  want  to  know  if  1222  delegates 
fire  entitled  to  transportation? 

Auditor  Mossop — No,  that  is  the  total  number.  Quite  a  -number  of  these 
delegates  have  received  no  transportation. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  12 — I  move  that  we  suspend  the  rules  and 
2](ljourn  to  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morninjy.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

At  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  Thursday,  .Taimary  24,  the  <'onvontion  was  adjourned, 
tc   reconvene  at  the  call  of  the  officers. 
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TENTH  DAY-III0RNIN8  8ESSI0N 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Saturday,  Jan- 
uary 27,  President  John  P.  White  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Perry  read  a  communication  from  the  president  and  aeeretary 
of  the  Semper  Fidilus  Charity  Club,  authorizing  Mrs.  Sallie  Bobinson  to 
solicit  funds  for  the  benefit  of  the  club,  the  work  of  the  elub  being  to 
furnish  Clothing  and  food  for  poor  colored  children  of  Indianapolis. 

On  motion  Mrs.  Robinson  was  given  the  privilege  requested  in  the  com- 
munication. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

Delegate  Farririgton,  chairman  of  the  committee,  read  the  following 
note  to  follow  Section  9  of  Article  XII,  the  committee  having  been  inatmet- 
ed  to  prepare  a  qualifying  clause: 

"Note:  The  term  "regular  attendant''  shall  mean  a  member  who 
attends  at  least  one-half  of  the  meetings  of  his  local  union  for  six  months 
just  previous  to  the  election  of  delegates.  If  transferred  members  can 
show  they  attended  the  required  number  of  meetings  of  the  local  from 
which  they  transfer  Section  9  will  not  prohibit  their  representing  the  local 
union  to  which  they  transfer." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  as  recommended  by 
the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Allen,  District  6 — How  would  that  apply  to  officers  of  the  or- 
ganization who  are  unable  to  attend  local  meetings? 

Delegate  Farrington — An  amendment  was  offered  by  a  delegate  in 
the  center  of  the  hall  that  covered  that  feature  of  it  when  the  committee 
reported  on  Thursday. 

Delegate  Lete — I  offered  an  amendment  when  this  section  was  under 
consideration  before.     I  understood  it  was  seconded. 

President  White — The  convention  instructed  the  committee  to  bring  in 
a  qualifying  note  the  same  as  they  did  in  regard  to  the  Tellers. 

Delegate  liote — I  want  to  offer  my  substitute  again  for  Section  14. 

President  White — Section  14  has  boon  adopted.  We  are  considering  a 
qualifying  clause  to  the  section  which  the  committee  was  instructed  to 
bring  in.    The  motion  is  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  qualifying  note  to  be  included  in  Section  14  was 
adopted. 
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"Sec.  15.  Local  officers  failiog  to  read  the  call  for  a  convention  to  their 
local  union*  and  to  post  notices  in  accordance  with  Section  14  of  this  arti- 
cle, shall  upon  conviction  be  removed  from  office,  and  shall  not  thereafter 
be  allowed  to  hold  office  in  the  organization.  * ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  15  of  Article  XII  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — I  move  to  amend  by  adding  after  the  word  "organiza- 
tion" in  the  last  line  "for  a  period  of  two  years."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lete,  District  12 — In  case  there  is  a  local  union  that  controls 
two  mines,  I  would  like  to  know  how  the  officers  are  going  to  notify  their 
members  of  the  election  of  delegates  f 

Delegate  Farrington — The  local  union  would  be  in  a  better  p«osition 
than  any  one  else  to  know  how  to  notify  the  members. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  12 — I  would  like  to  know  w^«b  officer  will 
receive  the  credentials  t 

President  White — ^The  corresponding  secretary  and  the  president  always 
get  the  notices,  I  understand. 

The  amendment  to  add  "for  a  period  of  two  years"  to  the  end  of 
the  section  was  carried,  and  the  section  as  amended  by  the  convention  was 
adopted. 

"Sec.  16.  When  any  delegate's  credential  is  to  be  contested,  notice  of 
such  contest  shall  be  sent  to  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  not  later 
than  ten  days  prior  to  the  date  for  convening  th€  convention;  but  any  dele- 
gate whose  credential  is  contested  may  be  unseated  at  any  time  during  the 
convention. ' ' 

Section  16  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Sec.  17.  All  resolutions,  griovancea  and  constitutional  amendments  to 
be  considered  by  the  convention  shall  be  sent  to  the  International  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer not  less  than  ten  days  prior  to  the  date  set  for  the  convention, 
w^ho  will  sort  and  distribute  them  among  the  chairmen  of  the  various  and 
proper  committees." 

Section  17  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.  18.  Resolutions  bearing  on  different  subjects  should  be  written 
oD  separate  papers.  ^ ' 

Section  18  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 
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''See.  19.  luteruatioual  euDveiitions  shall  not  consider  internal  appeals 
or  grievances  unless  tliey  have  been  previously  considered  by  the  lower 
tribunals  of  the  organization." 

Section  19  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  tke  com 
mittee. 

''Sec.  20.  The  International  organization  shall  pay  the  transportation 
of  delegates  to  and  from  International  conventions  on  the  following  basis: 
Local  unions  of  from  ten  to  &ye  hundred  members  shall  be  entitled  to  trans- 
portation for  one  delegate  and  one  additional  delegate  for  each  additional 
five  hundred  members  or  fraction  thereof,  provided  such  fraction  is  not  less 
than  twenty-five  members.  Where  local  unions  combine,  as  porovided  in  Sec- 
tion 5,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  transportation  for  one  delegate  for  each 
five  hundred  members  or  fraction  thereof,  provided  such  fraction  is  not 
less  than  twenty-five  members.  Where  railroad  certificates  cannot  be  se- 
cured by  delegates,  they  shall  furnisli  receipts  for  fare  paid.'* 

Section  20  of  Article  XII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

— Special  Conventions — 

"Section  1.  Special  Intomational  convontiona  shall  be  called  by  the  Presi- 
dent when  so  instructed  by  the  International  Executive  Board,  or  upon  the 
request  of  five  or  more  district. 

Section  1  of  Article  XIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

'*Soc.  2.  Representation  in  and  transportation  to  and  from  special  oonvon- 
tions  shall  be  upon  the  same  basis  .ms  governs  regular  conventions." 

Section  2  of  Article  XIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

**Sec.  .'{.  Districts  demanding  a  special  convention  must  state  the  reason 
or  reasons  why  such  convention  is  desired,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
deiit  to  state  siiiil  reason  or  reasons  in  the  call  for  the  convention." 

Section  3  of  Article  XII  I  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

*'Sec.  4.  Special  conventions  shall  not  have  authority  to  consider  any  mat- 
ter other  than  that  which  is  specifically  stated  in  the  call  for  the  convention.*' 

Section  4  of  Article  XFIJ  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 
— Local  ITnions,  How  Formed  and  Governed — 
' '  Seel  ion  1.     Local  unions  shall  he  composed  of  ten  or  more  workmen,  skilled 
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and  unskilled,  working  in  or  around  coal  mines,  coal  washers  or  coke  ovens,  but 
seven  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  a  local  union. ' ' 

Section  1  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
**Sec.  2.    Mine  managers,  top  foremen,  operators,  commissioners  and  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  or  members  of  the  Civic  Fed- 
eration, shall  not  be  Eligible  for  membership.'' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  2  of  Article  XIY  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  coihmittce. 

Delegate  Herrin,  District  12,  moved  to  insert  the  words  "members  of  the 
Boy  Scout  movement''  before  the  words  "members  of  the  Civic  Federation." 
(Seconded.) 

A  Delegate — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  upon  the  table.  (Seconded 
bat  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Herrin — The  Boy  Scout  movement  is  an  absolute  detriment  to 
the  working  class.  It  is  actually  designed  to  furnish  thugs  and  strike-breakers. 
I  would  like  to  have  added  to  this  section  the  words  "The  Boy  Scout  move- 
ment. ' '  The  American  Federation  of  Musicians  has  gone  on  record  as  denounc- 
ing the  Boy  Scout  movement.  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  also  gone 
on  record  denouncing  it,  and  we  should  not  be  in  the  rear.  During  the  boot 
blacks'  strike  in  Des  Moines  those  boys  were  used  to  beat  the  boot  blacks. 
The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Herrin  was  carried. 
Delegate  Williams  (E),  District  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word 
• '  national ' '  before  the  word  *  *  civic. ' ' 

President  White — That  would  mnke  it  apply  only  to  the  national  branch.  As 
it  now  stands  the  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  mean  any  branch  of  the 
Civic  Federation. 

On  motion  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Williams  was  laid  upon  the 
tabic. 

Delegate  Malerich,  District  12 — T  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the 
"words  ** Civic  Federation"  "and  members  of  the  T.  W.  W."  (Not  seconded.) 
The  section  as  amended  by  Delegate  Herrin  was  adopted. 
"Section  3.  No  mine  shall  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  more  than  one  local 
union,  neither  shall  separate  locals  be  established  for  coal  washer  or  coke  oven 
employes,  unless  there  is  no  local  union  having  jurisdiction  over  some  adjacent 
c>oal  mine  to  which  they  can  belong. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  3  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman   of   the   Committee — I   want   to  make   an 
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explanation  with  this  section.  If  this  section  is  adopted  there  is  a  eonditioi 
in  Thurber,  Texas,  that  will  be  disturbed,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  men  who 
work  in  Thurber.  I  would  suggest  that  if  this  convention  decides  to  adopt  the 
committee  *s  recommendation  it  be  with  the  understanding  that  the  existing 
conditions  in  Thurber,  Texas,  be  not  disturbed  by  this  section. 

Delegate  Do^-nie,  District  12 — In  our  locality  we  hav^a  coal  washer  and  it 
is  only  partially  organized.  It  is  organized  by  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor.   How  will  this  first  clause  of  Section  3,  Article  XIV,  apply  to  usf 

Delegate  Farringion — So  far  as  I  understand  the  laws  of  our  organization 
and  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  they  have  no  jurisdiction  over  coal 
washer  employes.  If  they  belong  to  any  organization  at  all  it  should  be  the 
United  Mine  Workers. 

Delegate  Downie — I  have  been  in  that  district  about  two  years  and  it  is  only 
three  months  since  they  started  to  organize  those  coal  washer  employes.  We 
liave  tried  on  many  occasions  to  organize  them,  but  they  said  we  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  coal  washers.  Then  we  got  an  organizer  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  to  come  up  there  and  organize  them.  He  got  about  ten  men  to 
join.  I  want  to  know  if  \^e  have  jurisdiction  over  the  men  employed  in  the  coal 
washers  where  coal  produced  in  the  mine  where  I  work  is  washed? 

President  White — Yes.    That  is  what  the  section  says. 

Delegate  Lete — I  have  a  resolution  bearing  on  this  section  I  would  like  to 
lead. 

President  White — It  is  not  necessary  to  read  the  resolution.  You  can 
offer  the  substitute. 

Delegate  Lete — I  move  as  a  substitute  for  Section  3  of  Article  XIV  that 
the  words  'Svithout  being  authorized  by  the  International  and  district  officers, 
when  requested  by  a  sub-district  convention  of  any  district"  be  inserted  after 
the  word  */ union  *^  in  line  2.     (Seconded.) 

Oil  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Yancy,  District  13 — I  want  some  information  from  the  committee. 
The  local  I  belong  to  has  five  mines  under  its  jurisdiction.  If  this  section  is 
adopted  it  >rill  mean  that  each  one  of  these  mines  will  have  a  separate  local 
union. 

Delegate  Farrington — The  section  does  not  mean  that  at  all.  It  does  not 
read  as  yen  liiivc  quoted  it. 

Delegate  Hall,  District  12 — T  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee if  a  coal  washer  is  connected  with  a  mine  if  the  men  working  in  it  must 
lie  members  of  the  locnl  union  where  the  mine  is  located! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


691 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes. 

Delegate  ConnerB,  District  8 — I  would  like  to  ask  if  this  section  will  inter- 
fere with  the  locals  in  District  8?  'We  are  not  situated  like  the  rest  of  the  state. 
We  have  men  working  in  four  or  five  different  mines  who  belong  to  the  same 
local. 

Deleg}ite  Farrington — It  will  not  interfere  with  you  at  all. 

Delegate  Pickton — How  will  this  cause  affect  any  two  locals  that  have  juris- 
diction at  this  time  over  the  same  mincf 

Delegate  Farrington — Two  local  unions  cannot  have  jurisdiction  over  one 
mine  if  this  section  is  adopted. 

Delegate  Picton — It  will  be  one  local  at  one  mine? 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes,  or  one  local  can  have  jurisdiction  over  a  dozen 
mines. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carriedj  including 
the  explanation  offered  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  Thurber, 
Texas. 

' '  Sec.  4.  The  charter  fee  for  local  unions  organized  by  salaried  officers  or 
organizers  of  the  International,  district  or  sub-district  unions,  shall  be  $8.00, 
which  shall  entitle  the  local  organized  to  one  charter,  one  press  seal,  one 
ledger,  one  recorder,  one  book  of  orders  on  the  treasury,  one  treasurer's  re- 
ceipt book,  fifty  International  constitutions,  fifty  due  cards,  one  manual, 
one  gavel,  one  cop^  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  International  convention 
and  such  other  documents  as  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  may 
desire  to  send  them." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  4  of  Article  XIY  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Secretary  Perry — Why  should  one  class  of  people  be  compelled  to  pay  $15 
while  the  others  only  pny  $8,  regardlcHs  of  who  organizes  themt 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — There  is  no  change  in 
this  from  the  old  constitution.  The  charter  fee  has  always  been  $15.  Where 
the  local  is  organized  by  a  paid  officer  of  the  organization  that  $7  is  sent  to  the 
International.  Where  the  local  is  organized  by  a  local  officer  he  is  allowed  to 
retain  the  $7  to  compensate  him  for  his  trouble. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

"Sec.  5.  The  charter  fee  for  local  unions  organized  by  local  organizers 
shall  be  $15.00,  $7.00  of  which  may  be  retained  by  the  local  organizer  and 
the  remaining  $8.00  of  which  must  be  sent  to  the  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  ' ' 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  5  of  Article  XIY  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  HoH,  District  21-^1  desire  to  amend  hj  inserting  after  the 
word  '^ organizer,"  ''provided  he  is  not  in  the  pay  of  the  organisation." 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — ^That  is  provided  for 
by  the  previous  section. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

' '  Sec.  6.  When  a  local  union  is  organised,  the  organizer  must  send  a  report 
and  the  charter  fee  to  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  within  one  week 
or  show  valid  cause  for  the  delay." 

Section  6  of  Article  XIY  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

''Sec.  7.  Unless  a  dispensation  has  been  granted  in  accordance  with 
Section  11  of  Article  IX,  the  initiation  fee  for  practical  miners  ahall  be 
$10.00;  inexperienced  miners  and  top  and  bottom  men  shall  be  sabject  to 
the  laws  of  the  district  where  application  for  membership  is  made. '.' 

Section  7  of  Article  XIY  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

''Sec.  8.  The  initiation  fee  for  members'  sons  between  fourteen  and 
seventeen  years  of  age  shall  be  $2.50. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  8  of  Article  XFV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — In  case  a  member  has  a  brother  of  that 
age,  and  their  father  had  not  been  a  miner,  would  he  come  under  this  clause t 

Delegate  Farrington — Not  unless  the  convention  qualifies  the  clause. 

Delegate  Downey — I  move  to  strike  out  "fourteen"  and  insert  ** six- 
teen."   (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Farrington — I  think  the  convention  should  adopt  this  section,  in 
view  of  the  previous  action  of  the  convention  in  which  you  have  said  you  will  not 
allow  boys  to  work  in  the  mines  until  they  are  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  other 
words,  wc  want  them  to  go  to  school  until  they  reach  the  age  of  sixteen.  If  they 
do  not  come  into  the  mines  the  first  day  after  they  are  sixteen  we  are  going  to 
charge  them  the  full  Initiation  fee.  I  think  the  convention  should  allow  some 
latitude  between  the  time  a  boy  is  sixteen  and  the  time  he  enters  the  mines. 

Delegate  Grills,  District  12 — What  about  widows*  sons! 

Delegate  Farrington — This  would  apply  to  a  widow's  son,  providing  her 
husband  had  been  a  miner. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Downey  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Delegate  Pogozzi,  District  5— rl  move  to  insert  the  words  "or  brothers" 
after  the  word  "sons."     (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Connors — ^I  move  to  amend  by  adding  after  the  word  "mem- 
bers ' '  the  words  '  *  or  widows. ' '     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Farrin^on — Do  I  understand  that  you  intend  that  a  widow's  son, 
whether  she  is  a  widow  of  a  former  member  or  not,  is  to  be  included  in  this 
flection  t 

Delegate  Conners — Yes. 

Delegate  Farrington — It  means  any  widow's  son? 

Delegate  Conners — Yes. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  (^onners  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Sirles,  District  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  "four- 
teen" and  "seventeen"  and  inserting  "sixteen"  and  "eighteen."  (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate  Strambo — Does  that  apply  to  aged  men  who  are  picking  slate f 

Delegate  Farrington — Not  unless  they  are  under  seventeen  years  of  age. 

Delegate  Strambo — We  have  a  number  of  men  who  are  fifty  and  sixty 
years  of  age  and  we  want  to  know  if  it  will  apply  to  themf 

President  White^— It  could  not  apply  if  it  is  expressed  in  the  language  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Strambo — There  are  lots  of  boys  sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of 
age  in  the  anthracite  field  who  are  getting  a  great  deal  more  wages  per  day 
or  per  week  than  those  men  I  speak  of. 

President  White — Your  remarks  are  not  in  order.  There  is  no  motion  made 
to  convey  the  thought  you  are  discussing.  The  subject  matter  you  are  expressing 
is  not  embodied  either  in  the  motion  or  the  amendment. 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Sirles  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  adopt* the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
r*arried. 

"Sec.  9.  Any  member  wishing  to  attend  school  as  a  pupil  shall  be  grant- 
ed leave  of  absence  by  his  local  union,  and  on  returning  to  work  in  the 
mine,  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  without  the  payment  of  initia- 
tion fee." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  9  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Scott,  District    12 — In   case   this   permission   is   granted    and 
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death  should  overtake  a  boy  while  be  is  attending  school,  where  there  are 
benefits  provided  by  a  district,  would  be  be  debarred  from  those  benefitsf 

Delegate  Farrington — The  adoption  of  this  law  would  neither  prohibit 
nor  allow  him  to  receive  benefits.  That  is  a  matter  that  will  be  decided  by 
the  local  or  the  district. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

''Sec.  10.  Any  member  going  to  work  in  a  non-uiiion  mine  shall  forfeit 
his  membership  and  can  be  reinstated  only  by  complying  with  the  laws 
relating  to  such  offense  in  the  district  where  said  offense  is  committed,  un- 
less such  work  is  done  with  the  consent  of  the  president  of  the  district  where 
the  non-union  mine  is  located.'' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  10  of  Article  JLIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Pogozzi,  District  5 — 1  move  as  a  substitute  that  any  member 
who  has  once  taken  the  obligation,  upon  furnishing  proof,  shall  be  reinstatcMl 
for  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  providing  the  member  has  not  worked  at  non- 
union mines. 

President  White — That  substitute  deals  with  the  initiation  fee,  and  is  not 
a  proper  substitute  for  the  section  now  before  the  house. 

Delegate  Tyas,  District  12 — T  believe  if  this  was  not  in  the  constitution  it 
would  be  the  means  of  getting  some  of  the  men  who  are  working  today  in  the 
non-union  mine.  If  some  of  our  union  members  dig  coal  in  non-union  mines 
their  influence  with  the  men  who  do  not  belong  to  the  organization  might  be 
good  and  help  to  bring  those  men  to  see  our  way.  I  believe  they  will  be  able 
TO  do  good  propaganda  work.  I  believe  in  some  cAses  it  is  about  the  only  way 
we  can  get  the  work  of  the  union  into  those  districts. 

President  White — The  chair  desires  to  state  that  it  is  not  an  infrequent 
t)ccurrence  for  the  district  officers  to  grant  men  a  dispensation  for  the  purpose 
the  brother  mentions  in  order  that  they  may  reach  men  beyond  the  pale  of  our 
organization. 

The  moUon  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  22 — 1  would  like  to  ask  a  question.  I  am  consid- 
erably puzzltil  and  confused  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  delegates  rcdative  to 
the  clause  pertaining  to  the  initiation.  Two  or  three  days  ago  action  was  taken 
on  8<»(:lion  5  of  Article  11  relative  to  the  agp  question.  I  want  information  in 
roj^anl  to  it.     The  section  roads  as  follows: 
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*  *  To  provide  for  the  education  of  our  children  by  lawfully  prohibiting  their 
employment  until  they  have  at  least  reached  fourteen  years  of  age.'* 

That  was  amended  to  read  * '  until  they  reach  sixteen  years  of  age. ' '  A  mo- 
ment ago  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  Section  8  of  Article  XVI,  which  says  that 
the  initiation  fee  for  members'  sous  between  fourteen  and  seventeen  will  be 
$2.50.  I  think  a  mistake  has  been  made.  I  want  an  interpretation  placed  on  the 
,  two  sections. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  would  state  that  we 
are  going  to  try  to  secure  legislation  prohibiting  the  employment  of  boys  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  in  the  mines.  That  does  not  signify  that  there  are  going 
to  be  no  boys  under  sixteen  employed  in  the  mine  after  this  constitution  is 
adopted;  consequently  we  must  make  provision  for  their  initiation  fee.  I  ven- 
ture the  assertion  that  if  this  convention  believed  that  all  the  boys  under  sixteen 
years  of  age  were  going  to  be  immediately  removed  from  the  mines  upon  the 
adoption  of  that  section  of  the  constitution  it  would  not  have  been  adopted  by 
the  convention. 

'*Sec.  11.  Any  member  becoming  three  months  in  arrears  for  dues  and 
assessments,  unless  officially  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  same,  shall 
forfeit  his  membership  and  can  be  reinstated  only  by  paying  an  initiation  fee 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  district  in  which  application  for  member- 
ship is  made." 

Section  11  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

Delegate  Conners — I  would  like  information  on  Section  9.  It  says  in  the 
last  line  *  *  without  the  payment  of  initiation  fee. '  *  Does  that  include  dues,  or 
will  the  boy  have  to  pay  dues  while  he  has  been  attending  school! 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  donH  think  the  conven- 
tion should  allow  delegates  to  go  back  into  these  sections  that  have  been  adopted. 
However,  to  give  the  information  sought:  Section  9  does  not  include  the  pay- 
ment of  an  initiation  fee.    It  says  ho  shall  go  back  without  an  initiation  fee. 

Delegate  Taylor — If  a  niau  lias  dropped  out  and  he  returns  and  pays  an 
initiation  fee,  and  you  know  he  has  been  obligated,  does  he  have  to  take  the 
obligation  again?  The  reason  I  ask  this  is  because  lots  of  times  our  night  men 
are  caused  a  good  deal  of  bother. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  don't  know  that  I  should  give  this  convention  a 
ruling  on  this  question.  It  does  not  affect  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
I  think  if  there  is  any  ruling  made  on  this  question  it  should  be  by  the  President 
of  the  organization  and  not  by  the  Committee  on  Constitution. 

Delegate  Taylor — Is  it  proper  to  make  an  amendment  to  that  section  now? 
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President  White — Certainly  not. 

Delegate  Taylor — Will  you  give  me  a  ruling  on  that! 

President  White — If  you  will  write  me  I  will  give  you  a  ruling. 

* '  Sec.  12.  The  local  dues  to  be  paid  by  each  member  shall  not  be  lees  than 
50  cents  per  month,  together  with  such  assessments  as  may  be  levied  by  the  dif- 
ferent oranches  of  the  organization. '  * 

A  Delegate — If  this  section  is  adopted  will  the  local  he  charged  75  cents!  • 

Delegate  Farrington — Fifty  cents  is  the  minimum  charge.  The  local  union 
can  charge  as  much  more  as  tlie  members  are  willing  to  pay. 

Section  12  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*'Sec.  13.  Every  local  union  shall  pay  direct  to  the  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer  a  per  capita  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  month  per  member  and  such 
additional  assessments  as  may  be  levied  by  an  International  convention,  refer- 
endum vote  of  the  members  or  in  accordance  with  Section  23  of  Article  IX,  pay- 
ment of  per  capita  tax  to  be  based  upon  the  amount  of  dues  collected  each 
month  by  the  local  union. ' ' 

Section  13  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

**Sec.  14.  Boys  under  sixteen  years  of  age  and  decrepit  or  disabled  mem- 
bers receiving  boys*  wages  shall  be  known  as  half  members  and  shall  pay  only 
half  as  much  tax  and  assessment  as  full  members." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  14  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Downie,  District  12 — I  want  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words 
"receiving  boys'  wages. '*   (   Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

* '  Sec.  15.  The  local  financial  secretary  shall  fill  out  and  forward  to  the 
international  and  district  secretaries  on  or  before  the  25th  of  each  month,  a 
report  of  all  members  in  good  standing  in  local  union  the  previous  month,  to- 
gether with  all  taxes  and  assessments  due  the  International  and  district  organi- 
zations for  the  previous  month. '* 

Section  15  of  Article  XTV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*  *  Sec.  16.  In  filling  out  the  monthly  reports,  the  local  financial  secretary 
must  report  to  the  International  Secretary  on  blanks  furnished  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  amount  of  money  paid  an<l  the  number  of  members  reported  to  the 
district,  and  to  the  district  secretary,  the  amount  of  money  paid  and  the  num- 
ber of  members  reported  to  the  International,  and  must  sign  a  certificate  show- 
injr  the  report  is  for  the  full  num])er  of  mombcrs  in  good  standing  in  the  local.'* 

Section  Ifi  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
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'  *  Sec.  17.  When  a  local  union  has  failed  to  report  and  pay  as  provided  in 
Sections  lo  and  16,  by  the  end  of  the  month,  the  International  Secretary-Treas- 
urer shall  notify  the  local  president  and  recording  secretary  of  the  fact,  and 
failing  to  receive  a  satisfactory  response  within  ten  days  thereafter,  shall  sus- 
pend the  local  from  memberdhip,  and  any  local  so  suspended  for  three  consecu- 
tive months  shall  be  published  on  the  delinquent  list. ' ' 

Section  17  of  Article  XIY  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

' '  Sec.  IS.  Local  unions  placed  on  the  delinquent  list  shall  not  be  reintsated 
until  they  have  paid  all  arrearages  and  a  fine  of  $2  for  each  one  hundred  mem- 
bers, or  fraction  thereof,  in  the  local  union. '  ^ 

Section  18  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

''Sec.  19.  Should  it  be  proved  that  any  local  financial  secretary  has 
failed  to  report  monthly  the  full  membership  of  his  local  to  the  Interna- 
tional and  district  secretaries  and  to  send  in  the  full  amount  of  per  capita 
tax  on  the  same  number  of  members  that  have  .paid  dues  to  the  local  union, 
together  with  the  full  amount  of  assessment  due  the  International  and  dis- 
trict unions,  the  local  union  shall  be  suspended  from  all  privileges  and 
benefits  until  the  deficiency  is  made  good,  and  the  officer  responsible  for 
such  failure  shall  not  be  allowed  to  again  hold  office  in  the  organization." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  19  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — I  move  to  amend  by  adding  after  the  word 
** organization "  in  the  last  line  *'for  a  period  of  two  years." 

The  amendment  was  seconded  and  carried,  and  the  section  as  amended 
was  adopted. 

"Sec.  20.  The  word  'member'  as  it  appears  in  Section  13  of  this  arti- 
cle, shall  include  all  persons  from  whom  dues  are  collected,  whether  they 
have  taken  the  obligation  or  not. ' ' 

Section  20  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Sec.  21.  When  a  mine  is  abandoned  indefinitely  and  all  the  members 
of  the  local  union  having  jurisdiction  over  it  have  gone  to  work  elsewhere, 
the  local  recording  secretary  must  notify  the  district  secretary  of  the  fact 
and  the  district  secretary  must  make  application  to  the  International  SeC' 
retary-Treasurer  for  exoneration  for  the  local  union  for  each  month  the  mine 
is  idle." 

Section  21  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 
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''Sec.  22.  In  all  cases,  except  as  provided  in  Section  21,  where  loeal 
unions  desire  exoneration  from  the  payment  of  per  capita  tax  or 
the  request  for  exoneration  must  be  signed  individually  by  the  loeal 
dent  and  the  financial  and  recording  secretaries,  but  no  local  shall  be  exon- 
erated until  the  request  is  approved  by  the  district  and  International  see- 
retaries. ' ' 

Section  22  of  Article  XIY  was  adopted  as  recommended  hj  the  eom- 
mittee. 

''Sec.  23.  No  local  union  shall  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  per 
capita  tax  or  assessments  unless  the  members  have  been  idle  for  one  month 
or  more." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  23  of  Article  XIY  be 
adopted  as  amended. 

Delegate  Brandon — Does  that  mean  that  members  of  the  local  union  who 
work  one  day  a  month  will  have  to  pay  per  capita  taxf 

President  White — You  will  have  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — It  has  always  been  in- 
terpreted by  the  International  officers  that  a  local  union  in  that  status  would 
have  to  pay  per  capita  tax. 

Delegate  Ballantyne,  District  13 — ^I  desire  to  offer  as  an  amendment 
the  following:  Add  to  the  section  "but  it  is  understood  that  any  member 
or  members  of  any  local  union  who  have  been  idle  one  month  or  more  may 
be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  dues  and  assessments  by  the  local  nnion, 
provided  that  such  member  or  members  are  idle  through  no  fault  of  their 
own. ' '     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Ballantyne — The  reason  I  think  that  this  is  necessary  is  that  many 
times  part  of  the  members  of  the  local  union  will  be  thrown  idle  because  of 
Hhutting  down  part  of  the  mine.  At  other  times  the  members  are  idle  for  a 
long  period  of  time  waiting  on  places,  because  of  the  fact  that  there  are  no  new 
places  being  made.  I  think  it  is  an  injustice  to  have  them  pay,  and  under  the 
section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  all  those  members  would  have  to  pay 
dues  and  assessments.  I  want  it  thoroughly  understood  that  if  one  or  more 
members  of  the  local  union  are  idle  they  will  be  exonerated  from  the  payment 
of  dues. 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.),  District  12 — I  desire  to  ask  Delegate  Ballantyne 
a  question.  Does  this  amendment  contemplate  relieving  men  who  are  sick  and 
injured  from  the  payment  of  dues,  as  well  as  those  who  are  idle  on  account  of 
no  work? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Delegate  Ballantyne — It  says  ** through  no  fault  of  their  own."  That 
would  include  sick  and  injured  members.  * 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.) — 1  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  with  the  ex- 
planation as  given.  There  is  scarcely  a  day  passes  at  our  office  that  I  do  not 
have  requests  to  exonerate  men  who  are  sick  or  injured.  Up  to  this  time  there 
has  been  no  provision  in  the  constitution  that  exempted  them  from  the  pay- 
ment of  dues,  and  it  places  an  officer  in  a  very  embarrassing  position  to  refuse 
to  exonerate  a  man  who  is  sick  or  injured,  because  the  constitution  makes  no 
provision  for  it.  Up  to  this  time  the  constitution  has  not  made  that  matter 
I)lain,  and  I  am  glad  the  amendment  has  been  oflPered.    I  hope  it  will  be  carried. 

Delegate  Wieck — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  because  it  will  save 
our  local  union  a  good  many  dollars  in  a  year's  time.  Under  the  system  in 
force  in  our  local  union  the  two  different  mines  make  a  report  to  the  recording 
secretary  of  the  members  in  their  mines,  those  who  pay  dues,  those  who  are 
sick  and  those  who  are  dinabled.  The  local  union  exonerates  the  sick  and  dis- 
abled members  and  pays  per  capita  tax  to  the  different  branches  of  the  organ- 
ization on  those  members.  Our  local  union  has  always  thought  it  right  to  ex- 
onerate those  members  from  the  payment  of  dues. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  believe  the  amendment 
is  a  good  and  jusL  piece  of  legislation,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  believe 
the  convention  ought  to  adopt  it. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Ballantyne  was  carried  and  the  section 
as  amended  was  adopted. 

**S€c.  24.  When  exoneration  is  granted  the  request  must  be  renewed 
each  month  and  shall  be  a  legal  substitute  for  the  report  required  by  Sec- 
tion 15  of  this  article. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee.     (Carried.) 

"Sec.  25.  No  local  union  shall  be  allowed,  for  any  reason  or  purpose, 
to  divide  its  funds  among  its  members.  Any  local  using  its  funds  for  other 
than  legitimate  purposes  shall  be  fined  double  the  amount  so  used,  the  fine 
to  be  collected  by  the  district  and  turned  over  to  the  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  section  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — T  would  like  to  know  how  the  district  is  go- 
ing to  collect  that  finef 

Delegate  Farrington — I  will  say  for  the  benefit  of  President  Moore  that  it 
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will  be  collected  the  same  way  it  was  collected  under  the  old  constitutioxi.    This 
is  the  old  law  recopied. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

"Sec.  26.  Should  any  local  union  for  any  cause  disband,  the  charter  and 
all  the  moneys  and  Hupplics  belonging  thereto  must  be  sent  to  the  International 
Secretary-Treasurer  by  the  local  officers  thereof. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  26  of  Article  XIY  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Campbell,  District  5 — Does  this  apply  to  local  unions  that  own 
their  own  halls  and  property! 

President  White — If  adopted  it  will  apply  to  all  the  property  held  in  the 
name  of  the  local  union  so  disbanded,  or  whose  charter  is  being  returned.  That 
is  as  I  understand  it  from  the  committee. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  22 — I  would  like  to  amend  by  inserting  "Dis- 
trict Secretary-Treasurer"  instead  of  "International  Secretary-Treasurer. " 
(Not  seconded.) 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

"Sec.  27.  All  local  unions  must  contribute  to  and  comply  with  the  valid 
laws  of  sub-districts  where  such  are  organized. '  * 

Section  27  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Sec.  28.  All  local  unions  are  required  to  affiliate  with  State  Federations 
of  Labor,  if  such  federations  are  chartered  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  28  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Pace,  District  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  in  line  2,  after 
the  word  "with"  the  words  ** central  bodies  and."  (Seconded  by  Delegate 
Finney.) 

Delegate  Wieck — Does  that  mean  city  central  bodies f 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.) — If  this  Jiniendmeiit  is  adopted  will  it  necessitate 
overy  loc^l  union  affiliating  with  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  in  order  to  re- 
tain its  membership  in  good  standing  in  our  organization  t 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — It  will  not  neeessi 
tate  their  affiliating  with  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  any  more  than  the 
old  'law  did.     I  understand  that  law  has  never  been  strictly  enforced,  for 
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the  reason  that  the  officers  of  the  organization  have  not  been  able  to  enforce 
it. 

Delegate  Met)onald  (D.) — I  am  opposed  to  putting  a  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution unless  I  have  some  assurance  that  it  will  apply  with  equal  force 
to  every  local  union  in  our  organization.  For  a  number  of  years  the  local 
unions  of  Illinois  have  been  affiliated  by  the  state  organization  paying  per 
capita  tax  for  every  member  in  the  state  organization  to  the  Illinois  State 
Federation  of  Labor.  In  other  words,  out  of  every  ten  cents  we  get  for  per. 
capita  tax  we  pay  one  cent  to  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor,  leaving 
us  nine  cents  to  transact  our  own  business  on.  A  good  many  men  wonder 
what  becomes  of  the  money,  as  it  costs  us  on  an  average  of  $7,500  a  year 
to  retain  our  affiliation  with  the  State  Federation  by  affiliating  all  our 
members. 

I  find  that  in  many  other  districts,  notwithstanding  this  clause  in  the 
constitution,  they  are  not  affiliated  with  the  state  federations  of  labor,  and 
there  is  a  \ery  serious  question  in  my  mind,  as  well  as  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  our  members,  whether  we  are  getting  $7,500  worth  of  good  out  of  the 
State  Federation  in  Illinois.  Now,  I  am  not  opposed  to  paying  that  if  it  is 
made  compulsory;  but  I  want  to  be  frank  to  say  if  it  is  not  enforced  in  all 
districts,  I  am  going  to  make  a  fight  in  our  district  convention  to  not  affiliate 
ourselves  directly  with  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor.  The  Illinois 
miners  are  financing  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  some  one  else  is  con- 
trolling its  policy.  That  may  be  criticised  on  the  ground  that  our  members 
could  control  it  if  they  attended  the  conventions.  We  pay  one  cent  on  every 
member,  and  yet  our  members  do  not  take  enough  interest  in  the  State  Fed- 
eration to  attend  the  conventions.  In  fact,  there  are  very  few  locals  out 
of  the  number  we  have  that  send  delegates. 

I  am  opposed  to  requiring  our  members  to  contribute  the  amount  they 
arc  doing  to  support  an  institution  that  for  some  time  past  has  been  con- 
trolled— at  least  to  a  great  extent — by  men  who  have  fought  the  United 
Mine  Workers  in  Illinois.  I  do  not  say  that  of  the  officers  of  the  Illinois 
State  Federation  of  Labor;  they  recognize  where  the  finance  comes  that 
pays  their  salaries;  but  when  we  go  into  the  convention  we  find  a  large 
delegation  from  Chicago  framing  its  policy  and  doing  as  they  please  with 
the  State  Federation — and  the  miners  foot  the  bill. 

I  was  opposed  to  this  at!ili,'ition  so  far  as  we  were  concerned  by  discrim- 
inating against  our  members  in  compelling  them  to  pay  this  when  members 
were  not  forced  to  do  it  in  other  districts.     If  we  are  going  to  be  required 
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to  pay  $7,500  a  year — a  large  portion  of  it  going  to  pay  the  salaries  and  ex- 
penses of  a  few  individuals — then  I  am  going  to  favor  withdrawing  that 
portion  of  our  law  that  requires  the  Secretary  to  pay  $7,500  a  year  to  the 
State  Federation  of  Illinois. 

President  White — Within  the  year  the  President  has  had  to  rule  on  this 
question,  particularly  as  it  applies  to  central  bodies;  and  he  has  always 
ruled  that  it  should  be  the  duty,  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  this  law, 
that  Mine  Workers'  local  unions  where  situated  convenient  to  city  bodies 
should  affiliate.  But  there  has  been  no  penalty,  and  a  great  many  of  onr 
locals  did  not  affiliate.  If  you  are  going  to  make  that  an  effective  measure 
it  should  be  mandatory  all  along  the  line.  Under  the  law  as  it  is  now 
written,  and  as  it  was  written  in  the  old  constitution,  a  vast  majority  of  our 
local  unions  escaped  that  responsibility,  while  some  carried  out  the  terms  of 
the  law. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  am  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  Section 
28,  as  recommended  by  the  committee.  If  there  is  any  possibility  of  its 
being  made  mandatory  and  a  penalty  provided  for  failure  to  comply  with  it, 
which  would  bring  about  the  affiliation  of  every  local  union  in  our  organiza- 
tion with  the  different  state  federations,  I  would  be  in  favor  of  such  an 
amendment.  We  may  get  on  this  convention  floor  and  on  any  other  con- 
vention floor  and  work  ourselves  up  to  a  high  pitch  of  enthusiasm  for  in- 
dustrial unionism,  but  if  wo  fail  to  meet  the  expenses  and  do  the  work  re- 
quired to  bring  about  that  kind  of  movement  we  are  never  going  to  be  able 
to  do  it.  There  is  only  one  way  we  can  bring  about  industrial  unionism,  and 
that  is  for  every  loclil  union  to  be  so  closely  affiliated  that  they  can  practi- 
cally act  as  one,  and  furnish  the  finances  to  do  the  work. 

There  isn't  any  question  in  the  mind  of  any  man  but  that  if  every  local 
union  in  every  st^to  was  an  active,  aggressive,  component  part  of  a  great 
itate  organization,  much  good  would  come  from  the  state'  federations  of 
iabor.  There  is  no  question  on  the  part  of  any  one  who  stops  to  consider  it, 
but  that  the  few  local  unions  are  affiliated  with  the  state  federation  are  going  to 
have  to  pay  more  expense  than  if  all  are  affiliated,  and  they  will  not  get  as 
much  good  out  of  the  state  federation  as  though  all  were  affiliated.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one  who  gives  the  matter  any  thought  at  all 
that  this  is  absolutely  true. 

If  we  cannot  make  any  improvement  on  the  proposition  I  don't  want  to 
take  any  backward  step.  J  believe  in  fighting  on  for  the  thing  we  know  we 
ought  to  have.    The  only  thing  to  do,  in  my  judgment,  is  to  readopt  this  sec- 
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tion,  unless  the  membership  thinks  it  should  be  made  mandatory  and  a 
penalty  applied  where  it  is  not  complied  with.  I  would  favor  that  even 
more  than  the  present  section.  It  is  true  there  is  a  great  portion  of  the 
organizations  affiliated  with  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  of  Illinois  that 
have  fought  the  mine  workers  in  their  efforts  to  get  legislation  in  recent 
years.  I  really  believe  a  majority  of  them  did  it  honestly.  I  think,  how- 
ever, a  number  of  them  were  bought  by  the  politicians  to  do  the  work  they 
did.  I  am  mighty  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  we  licked  the  whole  bunch  of 
them  and  got  what  we  wanted. 

My  own  conviction  is  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  get  the  compensa- 
tion law  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  work  the  regular  officials  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  in  Illinois  did  in  conjunction  with  us.  No  matter  how 
many  improvements  we  may  be  able  to  suggest  to  the  law  as  it  stands  now; 
I  venture  to  say  without  qualification  that  if  tho  law  as  adopted  is  declared 
constitutional  and  becomes  an  established  fact  and  we  are  able  to  force  all 
the  operators  in  Illinois  to  comply  with  its  provisions  every  mine  worker  in 
Illinois  ^efore  the  end  of  the  year  will  say  it  is  the  longest  step  taken  for 
the  protection  of  our  members  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  are 
killed  that  was  ever  taken  in  the  state  through  legislation.  I  know  if  every 
organization  in  Illinois  had  been  affiliated  in  the  same  way  we  were,  the 
men  it  is  possible  were  being  influenced  by  politicians  in  their  interests 
would  not  be  able  to  accomplish  much.  I  feel  that  condition  is  true  in  almost 
every  state  in  the  Union,  and  I  believe  the  only  thing  to  do  in  this  matter 
is  not  to  take  a  step  backward — but  stay  in  and  fight  it  out,  try  to  make  the 
others  come  in  and  make  those  state  federations  the  power  for  good  they 
ought  to  be  in  the  interests  of  the  workers  in  the  different  states. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  5 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Delegates:  I 
foci  at  this  time  that  I  ought  to  at  least  speak  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  hav- 
ing our  constitution  amended,  and  not  only  have  the  different  local  unions 
affiliated  with  the  state  federation,  but  I  feel  we  have  reached  the  period  when 
we  ought  to  go  a  step  farther  and  have  the  local  unions  affiliated  with  the  differ- 
oBt  centra]  bodies.  I  have  many  reasons  in  mind  for  taking  the  floor  and  favor- 
ing this  amendment.  We  have  heard  much  said  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of 
having- more  influence  in  the  different  lawmaking  bodies  of  this  country.  I  want 
to  say  to  you  gentlemen,  that  before  wr  can  make  very  much  progress  in  the 
political  field  there  is  a  great  task  awaiting  us  on  the  industrial  field.  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  we  cannot  make  the  progress  we  desire  until  we  are  more 
closely  affiliated  with  the  other  organizations  of  the  industrial  field. 
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I  want  to  show  the  conditions  we  have  in  Allegheny  County,  where  I 
live,  in  regard  to  the  political  field.  In  the  legislative  district  1  come  from  I  will 
tell  you  who  represent  us.  In  that  legislative  district  I  venture  to  say  there  are 
more  working  men  than  in  any  other  legislative  district  in  this  country.  We  are 
represented  in  that  big  industrial  district  by  two  attorneys,  one  druggist  and  one 
old  politidal.  He  haven't  a  working  man  representing  us  in  that  big  industrial 
district.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  never  will  be  able  to  have  any  person  rep- 
resent us  in  any  of  the  legislative  districts  until  we  are  more  active  on  the  in- 
dustrial field  until  we  get  all  t))e  local  unions  together,  not  only  in  the  state 
federations,  but  we  must  link  together  all  the  affiliated  trades  unions  in  the 
central  bodies. 

I  want  to  show  you  the  tactics  resorted  to  by  the  coal  companies,  and 
the  same  can  be  applied  to  the  different  manufacturers.  On  the  day  of  the 
primaries  and  on  the  day  of  the  election,  they  have  at  least  five  or  six  com- 
mittees working  there  in  order  to  see  that  their  candidates  are  elected.  They 
have  money  there  and  it  is  handed  out  to  men  who  are  political  slaves.  They 
offer  every  inducement  to  get  their  candidates  elected.  In  order  to  offset 
the  work  of  those  men  we  must  use  the  same  tactics.  We  must  have  all 
our  unions  affiliated  with  the  central  bodies,  have  our  committees  elected  from 
the  different  affiliated  organizations,  and  work  to  offset  the  efforts  of  the 
coal  companies  and  the  manufacturers.  That  is  the  only  way  we  can  be 
successful  on  the  political  field.  Get  all  the  different  affiliated  trades  linked 
together  and  have  committees  to  work  the  same  as  the  operators  and  the 
manufacturers  do. 

Delegate  Brandon,  District  5 — I  do  not  hear  any  objections  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  therefore  move  to  close  debate;  (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Pace  to  insert  the  words  **  central 
bodies  and''  was  carried,  and  the  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

''Sec.  29.  All  local  unions  shall  set  aside  one  meeting  each  month /or 
the  discussion  of  agreements  and  constitutions." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  29  of  Article  XIV  bi» 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Downey,  District  12 — Will  it  be  compulsory! 

President  White — As  the  chair  understands,  it  will.     It  says  ''shall." 

The  motion  t-o  adopt  the  section,  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  was 
carried. 

"Sec.  30.     Local  union  supplies  shall  be  furnished  to  local  unions  by  the 
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International  Union  for  such  prices  as  may  be  determined  by  the  International 
executive  Board." 

Section  30  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

^'  Sec.  31.  Local  financial  secretaries  will,  npon  request,  famish  each  mem- 
ber with  a  Due  Card  with  the  amount  of  dues  and  assessments  paid  recorded 
thereon,  which  shall  be  the  member's  receipt  for  same." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  31  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  McOurray,  District  5 — I  rise  to  make  it  known  that  this  will 
be  a  hardship  on  the  members  who  have  no  checkoff  system.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary where  we  have  the  checkoff  system.    Therefore  I  oppose  the  motion. 

Delegate  Farriugton — The  adoption  of  this  section  will  not  disturb  the 
condition  the  brother  mentions.  It  says  '^  Local  financial  secretaries  will 
upon  request,"  etc.  If  you  dou*t  want  a  local  due  card  you  don't  have  to 
have  it. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee 
was  carried. 

'  *  Sec.  32.  All  local  oflScers  shall  be  elected  the  last  meeting  in  June  of  each 
year  by  plurality  vote  of  the  members  present,  and  shall  serve  until  their  succes- 
f>ors  are  elected  and  qualified." 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  move  that  we  strike 
out  "plurality,"  insert  ** majority"  and  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  as 
amended. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — In  our  local  union  we  have  a  membership 
running  from  1,000  to  1,100,  and  if  we  insert  ** majority"  we  will  have  to 
take  all  day  to  vote  that  membership.  We  compel  the  members  to  come  out 
and  vote.  If  we  haven't  a  member  elected  by  a  majority  we  will  have  to 
have  the  old  oflScers  hold  over  or  have  another  election. 

President  White — If  you  do  not  get  an  expression  at  the  first  election 
you  will  have  to  continue  your  voting  until  you  get  an  expression  of  the 
membership. 

Delegate  Stephenson,  District  13 — I  would  like  an  expression  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  as  to  why  he  favors  majority  instead  of  plurality? 

Delegate  Farrington — Because  the  day  before  yesterday  this  convention 
decided  that  delegates  to  the  International  convention  must  be  elected  by 
members  of  the  local  union  by  a  majority  vote,  and  I  presume  the  amend- 
ment offered  now  is  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  delegates  to  this 
convention. 
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President  White — This  means  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  those  partiei 
pating  in  the  meeting. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Farrington  was  adopted  and  the 
section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

'  *  Sec  33.  The  date  of  loeal  elections  for  local  officers,  mine  committeemen 
and  check-weighmen  must  be  generally  advertised  among  the  members  at  least 
one  week  previous  to  the  date  of  election." 

Section  33  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

*  *  Sec.  34.  No  person  Miall  be  eligible  to  act  as  a  local  officer,  mine  commit- 
teeman or  checkwoighnian  who  has  not  l>een  a  member  of  the  local  union  at 
least  six  months.  This  section  is  not  intended  to  apply  to  newly  organized 
locals.  * ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  34  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommende<l  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — ^I  desire  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words 
** local  union*'  and  inserting  ** United  Mine  Workers." 

President  White — That  will  mean  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  act 
ns  a  local  officer,  mine  committeeman  or  checkweighman,  who  has  not  been 
u  member  of  the  Vnited  Mine  Workers  at  least  six  months. 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — I  desire  to  explain  the  amendment.  We 
take  the  position  that  we  have  the  right  at  all  times  to  elect  our  own  check- 
weighman, and  over  in  Ohio  we  elect  men  although  they  are  notr  members  of 
the  {articular  Wal  union  that  wants  them  to  serve  in  some  eases.  If  this 
is  adopted  it  will  play  into  the  hands  of  some  of  the  operators,  especially  in 
Knstern  Ohio.  In  that  particular  district  we  have  a  laige  number  of  foreign 
s^vaking  (H^ople  and  there  are  not  so  many  of  them  who  are  able  to  fill  the 
petition  of  obei'kweighman.  .Kt  some  of  the  mines  as  soon  ma  we  get  a  check- 
weighman on  the  tipple  who  loi^ks  after  the  interests  of  the  men,  who  sees 
that  they  not  only  got  justice  on  the  tipple  but  in  everything  else  around  the 
uiines^  the  company  at  onoe  iH-^ins  to  get  aggressive  and  try  to  get  rid  of 
that  checkweighman. 

If  this  is  adopted  we  will  have  local  unions  without  a  man  who  can 
serve  as  ohe^*kweighman.  We  have  a  strike  in  Eastern  Ohio  that  has  been 
on  almost  two  years  where  the  oomi>any  is  trying  to  dictate  who  shall  be 
**h«vkweigi;man.  We  have  always  claimed  the  right  to  elect  whom  we  please 
as  chtH'kwoighman  s«^  long  a<  he  has  been  a  member  of  our  orgaaization  for 
six  months  or  more, 

l>esuion;   W*hite--The  chair  thinks  the  amendment  a  good  one 


Digitized  by 


Google 


707 

Delegate  Tyas — Will  the  amendment  include  all  the  local  officers  as 
well  as  the  checkwoijjhman? 

DeKgate  Moore,  District  (5 — As  it  reads  it  means  every  one. 

Delegate  Tyas^I  believe  it  should  include  the  mine  committee  also. 

President  White — It  does.  The  amendment  would  include  all  officers 
mentioned  in  the  clause.  I  do  not  believe  it  should  apply  to  local  officers, 
and  it  might  read  so  as  to  except  all  other  officers. 

Delegate  Tyas — 1  have  worked  where  we  could  not  get  a  man  to  stand 
for  committeeman.  The  screws  would  be  put  on  him  so  tight  he  would  not 
sict,  and  where  there  were  three  committeemen  often  two  were  silent  mem- 
bers. There  are  some  of  onr  officers  who  know  this  is  true  of  Illinois,  one  of 
the  best  organized  states  we  have. 

Delegate  Hall,  District  6 — T  rise  to  support  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate  Moore.  The  section  in  the  report  of  the  committee  states  that 
local  officers,  mine  committee  and  checkweighman  must  be  members  of  the 
local  union  for  six  months  before  they  are  eligible.  We  have  members  of 
our  organization  who  have  been  members  since  it  was  established,  a  great 
many  others  who  have  belonged  for  fifteen  to  twenty  years,  and  to  put  a 
/"lause  in  the  (institution  that  will  prohibit  such  men  from  holding  local 
office,  simply  because  they  transfer  from  one  local  to  another,  will  not  be 
just,  it  will  take  away  their  rights. 

President  White — The  chair  wants  to  point  out  to  the  convention  that 
he  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  amendment  as  applied  to  checkweighman; 
but  if  this  clause  is  adopted  as  amended  it  will  allow  any  one  else  from  any 
other  local  union  to  be  eligible  to  hold  office  in  your  local  union  without 
being  n  member  of  it. 

Delegate  Green  (Wm.),  District  6 — The  question  raised  by  Brother 
Moore  is  an  important  one  and  is  correct.  However,  in  the  way  he  has  put 
the  amendment  it  will  provide  that  a  member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
who  belongs  to  another  union  can  act  as  local  officer.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
intended.  I  think  it  is  intended  that  all  local  officers  shall  be  elected  from 
the  local  unions  of  which  they  are  members;  but  that  all  checkweighmeu 
must  be  members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  six  months  previous  to  their 
election.  If  the  amendment  is  withdrawn  I  think  I  can  offer — as  I  have  it 
here  written  out — an  amendment  that  will  cover  the  question.  I  will  read 
it  and  then  see  if  it  is  satisfactory  to  withdraw  the  other  amendment  and 
have  this  one  substituted.  T  will  offer  it  as  a  substitute  for  the  matter 
now  pending: 

M.  PfO.-23. 
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''No  person  shall  he  eli&^ible  to  act  as  a  local  officer  or  committoeman 
who  has  not  been  a  member  of  the  local  union  at  least  six  months,  and  no 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  act  as  checkwei^hmau  who  has  not  been  a  member 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  six  mouths  previous  to  his  election. 
This  section  is  not  intended  to  apply  to  newly  organized  locals. '  *    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Moore,  District  6 — ^I  cannot  withdraw  my  amendment  in  favor 
of  the  proposition  offered  by  Delegate  Green,  for  the  reason  stated  by  Dele 
gate  Hall,  that  a  man  might  be  a  member  of  the  organization  twenty  years, 
transfer  from  one  local  union  to  another,  be  there  live  and  one-half  months 
when  the  election  is  held,  and  he  will  not  be  eligible  to  become  an  officer. 
I  think  the  amendment  is  clear.  It  does  not  mean  that  a  man,  because  he  is 
n  member  of  the  organization,  c:in  be  elected  a  local  officer  in  any  local  union 
he  is  not  a  member  of. 

Delegate  Gay,  District  13 — It  seems  to  me  the  checkweighman  should 
not  be  mentioned  in  this  section  at  all.  Section  37  of  this  article  deals  with 
checkweigbinen.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  the  proper  place  to  decide  how  long 
a  checkweighman  must  be  a  member  of  the  organization  in  order  to  be  eligi- 
ble to  hold  that  position.  1  did  intend  before  Delegate  Green  offered  his  sub- 
stitute to  ask  that  the  words  **or  checkweighman ' '  be  stri(|^en  out  of  that 
section.     Will  a  substitute  be  in  order  f 

President  White — That  depends  upon  the  nature  of  it. 

Delegate  Gay — 1  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  entire  matter  that  the 
words  **or  checkweighman''  be  stricken  out  and  that  question  covered  in 
Section  37. 

President  White — That  would  not  be  a  proper  substitute  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — 1  am  in  favor  of  the 
substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Green,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  offered 
at  the  wrong  time.  Part  of  the  substitute  should  be  offered  as  a  part  of  Sec- 
tion 37.  I  think  the  thing  the  convention  should  do  is  to  strike  out  the  words 
* '  checkweighman '  *  in  Section  34  and  adopt  that  clause.  Then  when  we  came 
to  Section  37  wo  can  say  that  the  checkweighman  must  be  a  member  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  six  months  previous  to  his  election. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  adopting  any  law  that  will  permit  any  member  of 
the  organization  becoming  an  officer  of  a  local  union  until  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  that  l(»cal  union  for  six  months  or  more.  Ff  this  convention  adopts  a  sec- 
tion contrary  to  that  principle  you  will  have  to  go  back  and  reconsider  some  sec- 
tions of  your  constitution  that  have  already  t)een  adopted  by  the  convention.  For 
instance,  you  say  in   previous  sections  of  your  constitution   that    the  loeal 
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president,  financial  or  recording  secretary  shall  act  as  part  of  the  committee 
of  local  tellers.  In  another  section  you  have  said  the  local  tellers  most  be 
members  of  the  local  union  six  months  before  they  can  serve  in  that  capacity. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  the  convention,  if  it  adopts  a  law  saying  a  man  can 
be  a  local  officer  before  he  has  been  a  member  six  monihs,  to  reconsider  sec- 
tions already  adopted  and  reconstruct  them  to  conform.  You  have  already 
said  in  another  section  that  before  a  man  can  become  a  delegate  to  an  In- 
lomational  ^convention  he  must  have  been  a  member  of  a  local  union  six 
months  previous  to  the  date  the  convention  is  held,  unless  he  is  a  transferred 
member. 

If  the  convention  says  that  a  man  can  act  as  a  local  officer  without  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  the  local  union  for  six  months/ without  qualifying 
that  section,  then  you  will  have  to  go  back  and  reconsider  your  action  on  the 
sections  covering  a  delegate's  credential  to  an  International  convention. 
I  think  the  advisable  thing  to  do  is  to  withhold  action  on  Section  37  and 
recommit  Section  34  to  the  committee,  in  order  that  they  may  bring  in  a 
specific  recommendation  covering  both  features  of  the  matter  now  under 
discussion. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  12 — That  objection  would  hold  good  providing 
that  no  more  than  one  mine  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  local  union,  but 
we  have  local  unions  that  have  a  number  of  mines  under  their  jurisdiction, 
and  it  is  very  easy  to  select  a  president,  a  delegate  or  anything  else  from 
among  the  members  of  the  local  union;  but  so' far  as  the  checkweighman  is 
4'oncemed,  that  is  another  proposition.  If  a  mine  has  been  abandoned  for 
some  time  and  reopens  with  a  new  force  of  men,  there  might  be  some  diffi- 
r^ulty  in  getting  a  checkweighman.  We  have  several  mines  with  probably 
ten  or  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  The  entire  force  might  be  from  another  local, 
or  one  or  two  might  bo  from  the  same  local  with  jurisdiction  over  the  mine, 
:ind  one  of  those  men  might  want  to  be  checkweighman.  If  the  constitution 
is  adopted  slh  presented  they  would  have  no  one  to  ser.ve  on  the  mine 
committee  or  as  checkweighman.  It  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  make 
the  clause  operative  in  mines  that  have  been  abandoned  and  have  been 
reopened.  1  think  the  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted  with  the  understand- 
ing that  it  means  all  men  who  have  been  United  Mine  Workers  six  months 
just  previous  to  their  election. 

D«?legate  Williams  (E.),  District  12 — I  move  that  this  matter  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committoe  on  Constitution.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 
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Delegate  (libsou,  District  22 — 1  want  to  make  some  reiimrka  on  this  ques- 
tion.   It  affects  the  agreement  in  District  22. 

President  White — The  matter  has  been  recommitted. 

Delegate  Gibton — This  matter  affects  the  agreement  of  District  22  and  I 
do  not  want  to  violate  that  agreciticnt. 

President  White — The  chair  would  not  ask  you  to  do  that.  The  matt^  has 
l>een  recommitted  to  the  committee.  You  can  make  your  statement  when  the 
committee  reports  on  it  again. 

'*Sec.  35.  No  person  shall  hold  two  oflliecs  in  a  local  union  at  the  same 
time.  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  mine  committeemen  or  checkweigb- 
men. '  * 

Section  35  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

**Sec.  36.  Only  members  who  contribute  to  the  i»upport  of  check-weigh- 
nien  .shall  have  a  right  to  vote  for  their  election.'' 

Section  36  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

**Sec.  38.  All  local  officers  entrusted  with  the  finances  of  the  organiza- 
tion must  give  a  bond  to  insure  a  faithful  performance  of  their  duty,  the 
amount  of  said  bond  to  be  determined  by  the  local  union.  When  possible, 
said  bond  must  be  secured  from  p.  reputable  surety  compa'uy. ' ' 

Section  38  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

*^Hec.  39.  The  local  seal  shaJl  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  local  record- 
ing secretary  and  that  officer  shall  be  responsible  for  any  misuse  of  the 
same. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  39  of  Article  XIV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Stephenson,  District  13 — There  arc  several  local  unions  that  eni- 
j>loy  financial  secretaries.  Such  a  secretary  will  do  all  the  correspondence. 
Would  the  recording  secretary  bo  held  responsible  in  a  case  of  that  kind  ? 

Delegate  Farrington — It  is  the  understanding  of  the  committee  that  the 
recording  secretary  of  every  local  union  is  the  man  who  should  attend  to  the 
correspondence  of  that  local.  If  there  is  a  contingency  whereby  it  is  an  impos- 
sibility for  him  to  handle  the  correspondence,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  finan- 
rinl  si'cretary  to  see  the  recording  secretory  and  have  the  seal  affixed. 

Deh'^jate    Morris,    District    12 — T    move    as   an    amendment    that   the    >vord 
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**  recording  "  i;e  stricken  nit  tmrl  the  word  '*  financial '  ^  inserted.  (Seconded.) 
The  financial  secretary  is  the  one  who  issues  the  earils. 

Delegate  Farrington — That  in  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  committee  made 
the  recoinnieJidarion.  It  is  true  the  financial  secretary  issues  the  cards.  It  is 
also  true  that  the  card  must  be  attested  by  the  recording  secretary  and  the  local 
I)resident.  This  wili  be  anotlier  means  of  insuring  against  fraud  in  the  issuing 
of  transfer  canls.  The  responsibility  will  be  divided.  One  secretary  will  issue 
the  card  and  another  will  have  to  put  the  seal  on  it.  It  will  also  have  to  be 
attested  by  the  local  president. 

Delegate  Robinson  (P.),  District  ') — 1  nioxe  that  the  amendment  lay  upon 
the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  section  a.s  recominended  by  tiu*  committee  was  adopted. 

**Sec.  40.  ft  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  member  to  see  that  his  local 
union  is  in  good  -standing  at  all  times,  and  any  member  failing  to  report 
to  the  International  olfice  any  delinquency  on  the  ptirt  of  his  local  union, 
must  suffer  any  [>enalty  applied  to  the  local  union  for  such  delinquency.'* 

Section  40  of  Article  XIV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

**Sec.  41.  All  local  unions  shall  subscribe  annually  for  one  copy  of  the 
official  Journal,  pay  for  it  in  advance,  and  recording  secretaries  must  exam 
ine  every  issue  and  read  all  official  circulars  therein  to  the  members  of  his 
local  union.'' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  41  of  Article  XIV  b'.* 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  12,  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  word 
**one"  in  line  2  be  stricken  out  and  the  word  ** three*'  inserted.  (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate  Murray — In  about  forty-five  cases  out  of  fifty  the  recording  secre- 
tary gets  the  Journal  once  a  week,  takes  it  home  and  leaves  it  there.  I  think 
if  :i  copy  came  in  the  name  of  the  president  and  a  copy  in  the  name  of  each  of 
the  secretaries  somebody  would  have  it  at  the  local  union  and  we  would  have 
more  snbscribers  for  the  Journal  than  we  have  now. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Murray  was  lost  on  a  rising  vote,  332 
votes  being  cast  in  the  negative  and  308  in  the  affirmative. 

Dcleg-ite  Wieck,  District  12 — T  would  like  to  know  what  officer  of  the  In- 
ternational organization  is  resiKmsible  if  that  section  is  enforced.  I  know  a 
loeol  union  in  Illinois  that  has  not  been  a  subscriber  to  the  Journal  for  over  six 
months.     It  is  not  our  local,  but  another. 
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D^'lcgate  Farrington — 1  would  say  the  buHineMS  uianager  of  the  Journal 
would  be  responsible  for  anv  neglet't  in  that  renpect.  for  the  reason  that  the  eoB- 
Ktitution  gives  the  businet*?  manager  full  charge  of  the  circulation  of  the 
.louriiai. 

A  Delegate — 1  move  that  the  action  be  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  •* union*'  the  words  '*tlie  price  shall  be  two  dollars/'     (Not  seconded.) 

President  White— The  .Tonn:al  is  getting  a  black  eye  now.  God  help  it  if 
the  HubM-ription  price  is  two  dollars! 

Delegate  Walsh  (B.  M.),  District  5 — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the 
words  ''president  and  two  secretaries/'  instead  of  the  words  "recording 
secretary."     (Seconded.) 

Oil  motion  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Walsh  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

President  White — The  representatives  of  the  miners  in  the  joint  con- 
ference met  the  operators  yesterday,  effected  a  permanent  joint  organiza- 
tion of  that  body,  presented  your  demands  and  adjourned  to  meet  Monday 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Secretary  Perry  read  a  communication  from  the  Indianapolis  Methodist 
Ministers'  Association  in  which  an  invitation  was  extended  to  the  United  Mine 
Workers  to  attend  services  at  the  Methodist  churches  on  Sunday. 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned  under  the  rules  to  recon 
\ene  at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


TENTH  DAY-AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Saturday,  January 
L'7,  President  White  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITrEE. 

Secretary  Perry,  for  the  Special  Committee  app'ointed  to  consider  the 
appeals  from  various  organizations,  read  the  following  report. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  27,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

We,  your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  appeal  of  the  garment 
workers  of  St.  Louis,  after  due  consideration  of  the  matter,  would  recom- 
mend that  this  convention  donate  the  sum  of  $250.00,  and  that  the  Seere- 
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tary  be  instructed  to  forward  this  amount  to  the  propter  authority,  request- 
ing a  receipt  for  the  same. 

(Signed)     JOHN  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 
EDWIN  PEBEY,  Secretary. 
On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  27,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

We,  your  committee,  having  carefully  considered  the  communication 
received  from  Mr.  Viti  of  Philadelphia,  the  Italian  Consul,  would  recom- 
mend that  the  President  be  empowered  to  appoint  some  of  our  field  work- 
ers, when  in  his  judgment  it  becomes  expedient,  for  the  purposes  of  inves 
tigating  mine  disasters  in  the  various  sections  of  the  country  when  they 
occur,  and  that  those  so  appointed  be  instructed  to  report  the  result  of  their 
findings  to  the  International  organization. 

We  would  further  recommend  that  the  President  co-operate  with  the 
representatives  of  foreign  governments  as  far  as  possible  and  practicable 
and  that  the  International  organization  be  authorized  to  notify  Consul  Yiti 
of  the  action  of  this  convention. 

(Signed)     JOHN  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 
EDWIN  PERRY,  Secretary. 
Delegate  Grills,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  this  matter  be  concurred  in.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  27,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

We,  your  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  for 
a  loan  of  the  shop  men  of  the  Harriman  lines  in  San  Francisco,  beg  to  re- 
port aa  follows:  Taking  into  consideration  the  heavy  financial  burdens  we 
are  now  carrying  and  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  convention  in  paying 
the  transportation  of  delegates,  printing,  etc.,  we  would  recommend  that 
the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  communicate  with  the  parties  in  question 
and  express  our  regret  because  of  our  inability  to  respond  to  their  appeal 
at  this  time;  and  we  further  recommend  that  all  our  local  unions  render 
all  the  moral  and  financial  support  possible  to  the  striking  shop  men  of  the 
Harriman  lines  in  the  different  sections  of  the  country. 

(Signed)     JOHN  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 
EDWIN  PERRY,  Secretary. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  Sp'ecial  Committee  was  concurred  in. 
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President  White  introduced  to  the  convention  Mrs.  BoUe  Roberts,  a  repre- 
sontative  of  the  Indianapolis  Garment  Workers. 

Mrs.  KoV)erts — I  am  not  goinjE^  to  make  a  si»eech;  I  am  going  to  scold  the 
men  a  little.  The  delegation  which  has  accompanied  me  and  myself  are  working 
in  the  interests  of  the  union  Hbel,  but  we  are  here  especially  in  the  interests  of 
the  Model  shirt — not  the  Model  Shirt  Company,  but  the  ^odel  shirt.  We  are  the 
builders  of  the  Model  shirt-  we  are  the  makers.  I  want  to  tell  you  what  the 
Model  sliirt  is  and  what  it  means  to  us  when  you  buy  it.  It  looks  to  me  aa  though 
there  are  enough  miners  right  here,  if  every  one  would  buy  Model  shirts,  to  keep 
our  shop  running  steadily  the  year  ronnd.  As  it  is,  it  seems  there  are  not  enough 
union  men  in  the  TTnited  States  to  keep  one  plant  employing  225  girla  busy 
twelve  montlis  in  the  year.  Think  of  thn  number  of  miners  in  the  United  States! 
Think  of  the  number  of  other  workinginen  there  are  in  the  I'^nited  States !  And 
only  one  union  shii*t.  company  that  makes  a  union  dress  skirt,  only  one  dress 
shirt  you  can  imy  in  the  United  States  that  bears  the  union  label,  and  225  girl? 
cannot  be  kept  employed  the  year  round  because  you  do  not  ask  for  union  shirts! 

Yesterday'  ofternton  one  of  our  salesmen  was  in  a  store  on  the  corner  of 
Delaware  and  Massachusetts  avenue.  Three  of  your  delegates  came  in  there  to 
buy  shirts.  They  said  ''W^e  want  to  buy  shirts. '^  That  is  all  they  said.  The 
(lerk  handed  out  some  shirts.  They  didn't  even  say  **Have  you  got  the  label?" 
or  ** Is  it  a  Model  shirt?"  They  did  not  ask  a  question  and  the  salesman  stood 
there  with  the  Model  shirts  laid  before  him.  At  least  one  delejrate  came  to  tk 
r.nd  asked  where  he  couid  buy  Model  shirts.  That  was  Mr.  Finney,  from  Pitts- 
burgh.   Two  others,  T  am  told,  asked  where  they  could  get  them. 

I  have  with  me — well,  1  guess  you  can  see  who  I  haNe  with  me — (indicating 
the  committee  of  young  ladies  accompanying  her).  These  girls  are.nelling 
tickets  that  will  entitle  you  to  a  Model  shirt.  The  tickets  are  sold  for  one  dol- 
lar and  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents.  If  you  buy  one  of  these  tickets  and  present 
it  to  a  dealer  here  in  Indianapolis  you  will  get  a  Model  shirt.  If  you  cannot  get 
what  you  want  from  tlie  dealers,  come  to  the  home  of  the  Model  shirt  and  you 
can  buy  anything  you  desire  in  the  way  of  shirts.  In  that  way  you  will  c^es^te  a 
'iemand  for  the  Model  shift  that  will  help  us  more  t/ian  any  advertising  we  ran 
do. 

The  president  of  our  company  says  he  has  advertised  in  your  Journal  month 
after  month,  and  you  all  know  what  the  Model  shirt  is.  It  is  the  only  union 
dress  shirt  you  can  buy  anywhere.  With  the  president's  permission  I  wouM 
like  to  ask  the  ladies  to  go  through  the  hall  and  see  how  nmny  of  you  men  arc 
willing  to  buy  union-made  shirts.    This  is  Saturday  and  T  know  you  will  all  neeil 
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clean  siiirts  tomorrow.  If  you  get  one  shirt  now  it  will  not  do  very  much  good 
unless  you  follow  it  up  by  getting  others.  "We  want  enough  demand  for  these 
shirts  from  union  men  to  create  a  sale  for  them. 

No  objection  being  offered,  the  young  ladies  who  accompanied  Mrs.  Roberts 
canvassed  the  delegation  for  orders. 

Delegate  Tyas,  District  12— rThere  is  an  article  in  the  Chicago  Daily  Social- 
ist today  to  the  effect  that  the  Belleville,  111.,  coal  operators  were  kept  out  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  joint  conference. 

President  White — The  Belleville  operators  have  been  seated  in  that  con- 
ference and  have  been  given  their  share  of  the  reprseutation,  so  far  as  I  know. 
That  matter  was  settled  between  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators'  Association  an*] 
the  Belleville  operators. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.) — I  move  that  the  names  of  the  representatives  of 
the  four  competitive  districts  be  made  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
vention.    (Seconded.) 

President  White — The  Miners'  representatives  onlyf 

Delegate  Hughes — Yes. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Following  are  the  names  of  the  members  appointed  by  the  delegations  from 
the  districts  in  the  central  competitive  field  to  meet  with  the  operators  in  joint 
conference  : 

District  5,  Western  Pennsylvania — Francis  Feehan,  Van  Bittner,  George 
Dagger,  F.  P.  Hannaway,  William  Hargest,  John  O'Leary,  Sidney  Davis,  James 
Charlton. 

District  6,  Ohio — John  Moore,  John  Zelenka,  G.  W.  Savage,  T.  L.  Lewis, 
H.  A.  Lanning,  George  Cecil,  John  Saxton,  Lee  Hall. 

District  11,  Indiana,  Bituminous — W.  D.  Van  Horn,  G.  W.  Lackey,  Charles 
Fox,  David  Robb,  Ed.  Wallace,  George  N.  Jones. 

District  8,  Indiana  Block — James  Holden  and  George  Phillips. 

District  12,  Illinois — John  H.  Walker,  Duncan  McDonald,  Groce  Lawrence, 
James  Lord,  J.  W.  Jarrard,  William  Hiitton,  James  Shaw,  Adolph  F.  Germer. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

Delegate  Farriugton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — In  keeping  with  the 
instructions  of  the  convention  the  committee  has  amended  Section  34  and  Sec- 
tion 37  of  Article  XIV  in  such  a  way  as  they  believe  will  meet  with  the  wishes 
of  the  convention,  and  we  desire  at  this  time  to  revert  to  those  sections.    The 
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Committee  has  strickeu  out  of  Section  34  all  reference  to  the  cbeck-weigbman. 
The  section,  as  amended  by  the  committee,  will  read: 

*'Sec.  34.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  act  as  a  local  officer  or  mine  com- 
mitteeman who  has  not  been  a  member  of  a  local  union  at  least  six  months. 
This  section  is  not  intended  to  apply  to  newly  organized  locals.  * ' 

S<?ction  37,  as  amended  by  the  committee,  will  read: 

**Sec.  37.  Check-weighmeu  must  be  members  of  the  organization  six 
months  previous  to  their  election,  and  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  men  employed 
in  Hnd  around  the  mirie  and  perform  such  other  duties  an  may  be  astngned  them 
by  the  men  who  employ^them.'* 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  34  be  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Delegate  McGuinn,  District  12 — I  wish  to  amend  Section  34  by  striking 
out  'MoohI  union *'  and  inserting  '* United  Mine  Workers." 

My  reason  for  offering  this  amendment  to  the  section  is  that  I  come  from 
a  part  of  the  field  where,  if  this  is  adopted,  we  would  not  have  an  officer 
along  the  Big  Four  track  in  Southern  Illinois.  We  could  not  get  officers  for 
the  local  union.  We  have  to  use  officers  of  the  local  union,  the  president  and 
serretaiy  for  conuuitteemen.  As  soon  as  members  l)ecome  pit  committeemen 
or  officers  of  a  local  union  they  are  discharged,  and  probably  have  ,to  wait 
six  or  seven  weeks  before  their  cases  are  taken  up. 

Delegate  Stewart,  District  21 — I  move  to  amend  Section  34  by  striking  out 
the  words  **mine  committeemen."     (Seconded.) 

In  District  21  there  are  a  large  number  of  local  unions  where  the  mines 
shut  down  for  five  months  in  the  year.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  brother  from 
Illinois  that  we  will  not  protect  the  mine  committeemen.  We  do  protect 
them,  and  I  believe  the  mine  committeemen  arc  protected  in  TUinois.  We 
sec  that  they  are  treated  the  same  as  other  men. 

Delegate  McOuinn — T  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilejfc.  We  havr 
officers  here  who  know  the  statement  1  make  is  absolutely  true — that  th" 
mine  comniittoenien  are  generally  on  the  bum. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — T  want  to  go  on  record  as  opposing  the 
report  of  the  committee.  There  have  already  been  a  number  of  reasons  giver 
why  that  particular  section  should  not  be  adopted.  It  is  well  known  that  in 
District  12  men  who  are  active  in  the  organization  are  subject  to  the  worst 
kind  of  discrimination  and  are  discharged  without  cause.  If  this  is  adopted 
and  those  men  go  to  other  local  unions  they  will  be  debarred  from  holding 
office  and  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  do  anything  for  the  organization. 
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Everybo<ly  will  recognize  the  fact  that  the  organization  mostly  dependB 
upon  the  activity  of  the  membership,  and  whenever  you  put  anything  in 
the  constitution  to  prohibit  the  best  element  of  the  organization,  the  men 
who  are  subject  to  the  worst  discrimination,  from  being  in  a  position  where 
they  can  work  for  the  organization  you  arc  doing  something  that  will  prevent 
the  organization  from  progressing.  It  will  go  from  bad  to  worse,  and  will 
mean  in  the  end  that  the  people  who  will  submit  to  the  companies — in  other 
words,  * 'company  suckers*' — will  conduct  the  affairs  of  this  orgtinixation.  I 
am  opposed  to  anything  of  that  kind. 

Delegate  Bearden,  District  12 — T  move  as  a  substitute  that  Section  34  l.e 
stricken  out. 

President  White — That  would  not  be  a  substitute.  The  eflfert  of  defeat- 
ing the  committee's  report  would  be  the  same.  We  must  define  the  st:itus 
of  these  men  and  we  ought  to  get  at  it  in  the  right  way. 

Delegate  Young  (D.),  District  12 — As  one  delegate  to  this  convention. 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  committee's  report.  It  disfranchises  the  floating 
element,  or  debars  them  from  holding  any  offices  in  the  local  unions  until 
they  are  there  six  months.  I  don't  think  it  is  right  to  disfranchise  any  man 
who  has  been  a  member  of  the  organization  and  worked  in  its  behalf  for 
many  years  simply  because  he  is  out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  his  own. 
f  believe  three  months  is  plenty  for  a  man  to  belong  to  a  local  if  he  has  been 
a  member  for  any  length  of  time  before.  As  one  delegate  I  will  go  on 
record  against  that  section.    * 

Delegate  Tyas,  District  12 — T  don't  want  to  infer  that  our  officers  in 
iUinois  are  not  doing  their  utmost  to  protect  the  committeemen,  but  the 
fact  is  they  cannot  protect  them.  The  committee  at  the  mine  this  brother 
represents,  was  discharged  about  a  month  ago.  The  men  were  out  about 
three  months  and  made  their  case  good.  They  were  reinstated  and  got  five 
days'  compensation.  Sometimes  there  may  be  one  man  on  a  committee  wh(» 
is  compelled  to  do  all  the  talking.  The  other  two  are  silent  members  ol 
the  committee.  Many  of  our  officers  know  this  to  be  a  fact.  In  njany  cases 
the  locals  will  not  be  re]>reRented  officially  before  the  superintendent  if  thi> 
passes  in  this  way. 

Delegate  McCauley,  District  17 — In  the  section  of  the  country  1  come 
from,  the  mine  committeemen  are  invariably  victimized.  We  have  practi- 
cally no  organization  and  consequentl;?^  cannot  hold  them.  They  are  the 
rtower  of  the  organization  and  they  take  the  responsibility  on  themselves 
to  do  the  work  for  the  local.     If  you  adopt  this  we  will  have  no  mine  com 
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mJttepnieii  in  District  17.  In  fairness  to  the  weak  wections  of  the  country. 
you  ouj^ht  to  give  us  a  ohanee  to  hold  the  little  organizations  we  have  in 
those  fields.  The  men  there  are  working  hard  and  conscientiously  to  get 
an  organization  e8tal)iished,  and  if  you  adopt  this  the  orgsinization  will 
HulTer,  for  they   will   be  prevente<l  from   being  eonimitteemen. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Jarrard,  District  12,  debate  was  elosetl. 

The  amendnient  offered  by  Delegate  Stewart  was  carried. 

Delegate  \tilson  (D.) — T  desire  to  amend  the  committee's  report. 

Prenident  White — Vou  cannot  amend  it  now.     Debate  has  l>een  closed. 

Delegate  Wilson — I  understood  it  was  closed  on  the  amendment. 

President  White — No;  the  house  closed  debate  on  the  entire  matter.  That 
is  the  ruling  of  the  chair. 

1-K'iegate  Wilson — You  ruled  the  <»ther  <lay  that  when  a  nioticm  t(»  ch>s»- 
debate  \va.*»  made  it  merely  closed  debate  on  the  amendment. 

President  White — The  chair  has  looked  up  the  rules  since  and  he  finds  th:ir 
it  motion  to  close  debate  closes  the  entire  subject.  If  the  brother  dissents  from 
the  chair's  ruling  he  can  take  an  appeal  to  the  house.  W^hen  the  chair  ma^le 
the  ruling  the  other  day  there  was  some  confusion  as  to  the  rules  of  the  house. 
The  rules  of  the  house  are  that  wnen  a  motion  is  tallied  it  shall  not  carry  with 
it  Tne  main  aiid  principle  ouestion.  We  make  that  exception  in  the  rules.  I  w:>s 
under  the  impression  a  similar  exc^jition  was  made  in  regard  to  closing  debjiic. 
Upon  looking  up  the  rules  1  find  T  wa«  in  error  with  respect  to  closing  debate 
on  the  <piestlon  before  the  house.  * 

Delegate  Wilson — T  would  like  to  ask  what  effect  this  will  havef 

President  White — It  will  leave  it  optional  with  the  local  union,  as  I  under 
stand  it. 

Tiie  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  c.Mnmittee  on  Section  34  as  amended 
by  the  convertion  was  carried. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  37  of  Article  XTV  \o 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee.     (Carried.) 

ARTICLE  XV. 

— Transfer  Cards — 

''Section  I.  All  transfer  cards  must  be  purchased  from  the  International 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  shall  be  made  in  book  form  with  two  stubs  at 
tachpd,  the  books  to  be  numbered,  and  each  card  in  each  book  to  be  num 
bered  eonsecutively  and  to  bear  the  number  of  the  book;  the  stubs  to  b«» 
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printed  in  conformity  with  the  body  of  the  card.  The  card  and  inside  stub 
shall  be  filled  out  by  the  financial  secretary  and  certified  to  by  the  presi- 
dent and  recording  secretary  of  the  local  union  issuing  the  card.  The  inside 
stub  must  be  retained  by  the  local  union  issuing  the  card  for  future  refor- 
encu.  The  outside  stub  must  accompany  the  body  of  the  card  and  must  be 
immediately  filled  out  by  the  recording  secretary  of  the  local  union  where 
the  card  is  deposited  and  returned  by  him  to  the  recording  secretary  of 
the  local  union  that  issued  the  card.  Recording  secretaries  failing  to  return 
stubs  within  five  days  after  their  receipt  shall  he  fined  five  dollars." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  1  of  Article  XV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Stephenson,  I)i*<trict  8 — I  am  a  recording  secretary  and  have  been 
for  seven  or  eight  months.  I  do  not  send  the  stubs  back  and  several  recordinpj 
secretaries  do  not,  especially  where  a  local  union  has  jurisdiction  over  several 
mines  and  tiiey  employ  a  secretary-treasurer. 

Delegate  Farrington,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  old  law  required 
that  the  recording  secretaries  return  the  stubs.  Tf  this  brother  has  not  been 
doing  his  duty  it  is  no  fault  of  the  organization. 

President  White — To  explain  the  point  Brother  Stephenson  mentions.  He 
eomes  from  a  local  union  situated  similarly  to  several  in  District  13  where  they 
employ  a  permanent  salaried  officer  who  is  at  his  office  from  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  ten  o'clock  at  night.  They  have  from  700  to  1,200  members  in 
their  local  union.  This  officer  is  paid  a  permanent  salary  and  performs  the  func- 
tions referred  to  by  Brother  Stephenson. 

Delegate  Wilson,  District  2 — W^hat  relation  has  this  to  foreign  cards  f 

Delegate  Farrington — This  appli/>s  to  United  Mine  Workers*  cards. 

Delegate  Fishwick,  District  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "receipts"  on  the  last  line  the  words  "from  the  financial  secre- 
tary." 

Delejjate  Farrington — The  suggestion  offered  by  Delegate  Fishwick  is  not 
iipeessarj'  for  the  reason  that  the  section  provides  "the  recording  secretary  of 
the  local  union  where  the  card  is  deposited  and  returned  by  him  to  the  recording 
secretary  of  the  local  union  that  issued  the  card. ' '  He  cannot  return  the  card 
until  he  receives  it. 

Delegate  Fishwick — T  want  to  make  my  point  clear  if  you  will  allow  me. 

President  White — The  amendment  was  not  seconded. 

Delegate  Wieck — T  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  a 
cjii<»stion.     In  our  local  union  transfer  cards  are  read  in  the  regular  meetings. 
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Of  course  the  stubs  cannot  be  returnee!  until  they  are  read  in  the  local  union. 
Would  it  be  living  up  to  this  nort ion  if  they  are  returned  five  days  after  the  local 
has  pasfied  on  the  cards f 

Delegate  Farrington — Yes,  because  the  stub  ^ill  not  be  officially  received  by 
the  secretary  until  the  card  has  been  passed  on  by  his  local  union. 

A  Delegate— I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  ''five"  instead  of  ^'ten." 
(Seconded.) 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Bobinson,  District  6,  the  amendment  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Delegate  Helm,  District  25 — I  move  to  amend  the  report  of  the  commit- 
teo  by  striking  out  the  words  "recording  secretary"  and  inserting*  ** the 
officer  responsible."     (Seconded.) 

I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  amendment.  In  our  local  union 
we  have  900  members.  We  have  a  regularly  employed  financial  secretary 
who. attends  to  all  the  correspondence.  We  have  him  on  a  regular  salary. 
lie  will  be  the  one  responsible  for  any  negligence. 

Delegate  Robb,  District  11 — The  object  in  drawing  this  up  is  to  make 
it  dear  who  is  responsible  in  every  instance.  W^e  hold  that  the  reeordino^ 
secretary  is  the  officer  who  should  use  the  seal.  That  is  why  it  is  inserted 
here,  and  it  is  only  in  line  wiih  what  ha?  heretofore  been  adopted  by  the 
convention. 

Delegate  Crone,  District  13 — If  this  is  carried  the  local  union  will  knov; 
who  is  responsible  and  the  blame  will  be  laid  on  him,  not  on  any  other. 
There  are  lots  of  secretaries  who  tire  on  permanent  salaries.  In  the  local 
union  I  come  from  we  have  from  1,000  to  1,100  members  and  we  have  a  finan 
rial  secretarv  on  salary.  He  is  the  man  who  ha<»  been  sending  back  these 
stubs.  If  the  amendment  carries  and  our  local  says  he  shall  be  the  man 
to  send  them  back  he  will  be  responsible  if  he  violates  the  constitution.  1 
think  it  is  a  good  amendment. 

Delegate  Thurraan,  District  (i — T  want  to  know  if  we  are  here  to  elect 
local  officers.  That  is  the  information  T  want.  I  think  we  are  here  to 
formulate  an  International  constitution.  I  therefore  move  that  the  amend- 
ment be  laid  upon  the  table. 

President  White — You  cannot  make  ji  motion  after  you  make  a  speech. 
unless  it  is  a  debatable  motion.  ' 

Delegate  Hobinson.  District  6 — I  move  that  the  motion  lay  on  the  table. 
(Sooonde*!  hut  not  carried.) 

Delegate   Farrington,  Chairman   of   the   Committee — I  want   to  say   on 
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hebalf  of  the  oommittee  that  it  has  been  our  purpose  to  try  to  draft  laws 
that  will  fix  the  responsibility  on  some  certain  officer  of  the  local  union 
relative  to  the  handling  of  transfer  cards.  If  the  section  as  proposed  by 
the  committee  is  adopted  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  practice  that  pre- 
vails— as  referred  to  by  the  delegate  who  offered  the  amendment — but  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  financial  secretary,  whenever  he  takes  up  a  transfer 
card,  to  see  that  the  card  eventually  reaches  the  hands  of  the  recording 
secretary,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  recording  secretary  to  see  that 
cards  coming  into  the  local  union  do  eventually  reach  his  hands.  The  report 
of  the  committee  will  not  interfere  with  the  practice  mentioned  by  the 
brother,  but  it  makes  some  particular  officer  responsible  for  the  return  of 
stubs  in  connection  with  transfer  cards. 

Delegate  Young  (D.).  District  12 — A  few  days  ago  President  Walker 
of  District  12  made  a  speech  before  he  made  a  motion.  I  want  to  know 
if  we  have  changed  rules. 

President  White — The  chair  does  not  want  to  be  inconsistent.  The 
chair  wants  to  make  this  statement  now,  that  it  is  not  in  violation  of  the 
rules  of  parliamentary  procedure  for  a  delegate  to  make  a  speech  and  con- 
<:hide  with  making  a  motion,  providing  the  motion  is  not  an  undebatable  one. 
The  motion  made  by  the  brother  precluded  anyone  having  anything  to  say 
on  the  quesltion. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Helm  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  coAunittee  was 
carried. 

**Sec.  2.  The  form  of  transfer  card  in  present  use,  facsimile  of  which 
follows  this  section,  shall  be  continued  as  the  official  transfer  card  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  2  of  Article  XV  bo 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wallace,  District  11 — The  objection  I  am  about  to  make  may 
yecm  trivial,  but  I  will  ask  and  secretary  here  to  bear  me  out  in  my  objec- 
tion. I  believe  it  may  help  if  the  seal  is  removed  to  some  other  portion 
of  the  card  where  it  is  not  necessary  to  write.  I  do  not  believe  changing 
that  would  conflict  with  the  committee's  report;  but  I  believe  it  should  be 
understood  that  the  next  issue  of  transfer  cards  will  have  the  seal  on  some 
portion  of  the  card  where  it  will  not  interfere  with  writing  the  description 
or  anything  that  may  l»e  necessary  in  issuing  the  card. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — If  the  laws  relating 
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to  the  isMiaiKte  of  transfer  cards  are  strictly  obeyed  by  the  oflScers  of  local 
unions  the  thing  referred  to  by  Delegate  Wallace  will  be  prevented.  The 
constitution  provides  that  the  local  financial  secretary  shall  issue  cards.  It 
further  provides  that  the  seal  of  the  local  union  shall  be  in  the  cnstody  of 
a  local  recording  secretary,  so  that  it  will  not  be  placed  on  the  transfer  card 
until  he  does  it. 

Delegate  Wallace — I  am  speaking  of  the  International  seal. 

Delegate  Wieck,  District  12 — I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with 
that  seal.  That  part  of  the  seal  is  greasy  and  it  is  hard  to  write  in  the 
name.  I  will  leave  it  to  any  secretary  in  this  convention  if  the  name  is 
written  over  that  seal  whether  or  not  it  can  be  read. 

President  White — The  Secretary  can  see  to  it  that  the  seal  is  placed 
in  some  other  position. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — It  is  not  the  seal  of  the  local  union  that  is 
complained  of.  but  the  International  seal. 

Delegate  Farrington — We  understand  that  now. 

Delegate  I^ete,  District  12 — A  few  days  ago  we  provided  that  a  dele- 
gate should  not  be  elected  unless  he  had  been  a  regular  attendant  at  local 
meetings  for  six  months  prior  to  the  election.  I  think  the  transfer  card 
should  state  his  attendance. 

President  White — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  chair  that  it  would  cause  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  to  carry  that  out.  The  secretaries  have  a  great  deal 
to  do  now. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  war* 
carried. 

Secretary  Perry — I  desire  to  ask  the  committee  if  the  cards  now  in 
use  will  be  considered  invalid  after  April  1,  from  the  fact  that  the  sections 
that  will  be  printed  on  the  back  of  the  card  will  not  contain  the  same 
matter  as  in  the  old  constitution. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — If  there  are  any  sec 
tions  on  the  back  of  the  present  card  that  will  not  be  in  eonformitj  with 
the  constitution  adopted,  those  sections  will  have  to  be  changed. 

Delegate  Glackin,  District  10 — Will  it  be  in  order  at  this 'time  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  any  section  previously  adopted? 

President  White — The  chair  would  say  that  if  you  were  entitled  to 
move  a  reconsideration  of  a  question  it  would  be  better  to  do  it  after  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  concluded  and  before  the  constitution  is  finally 
adopted. 
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**Sec.  3.  The  transfer  card  must  show  that  the  member  receiving  it  has 
paid  a]]  obligations  up  to  and  including  the  month  in  which  it  was  issued; 
also  at  what  class  of  labor  he  was  employed.*' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  3  of  Article  XV  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Heldt — I  would  like  to  have  inserted  in  there  that  all  board 
must  be  paid. 

President   White — That  .amendment  would   not  be   in   order. 

Delegate  Sirles — fn  one  case  I  did  not  want  to  issue  a  transfer  card 
because  the  brother  did  not  have  money  enough  to  pay  the  dues.  The  local 
ordered  me  to  put  on  the  card,  **  Collect  fifty  cents  for  dues  and  return  to 
our  local. '  * 

President  White — You  had  no  right  to  do  that. 

Delegate  Sirles — The  local  overruled  me  and  I  had  to  do  it. 

Delegate  McGuinn,  District  12 — Suppose  a  practical  miner  had  to  take 
a  job  as  top  laborer,  and  when  he  was  leaving  to  take  a  job  below  and  it 
stated  on  his  card  that  the  last  occupation  he  worked  at  was  top  labor,  how 
can  he  go  below f 

Delegate  Farrington — That  would  have  to  be  watched  by  the  individual 
himself.  He  would  have  to  see  that  no  local  secretary  put  any  such  thing 
as  that  over  on  him. 

Delegate  Sanders,  District  12 — I  believe  the  section  should  be  amended 
to  show  how  long  a  person  holding  a  transfer  card  has  performed  the  class 
of  labor  the  card-  specifies.  In  our  state  men  have  to  serve  so  long  one 
place  and  then  another. 

Delegate  Farrington — That  is  already  covered  by  the  previous  action 
of  the  convention.  In  adopting  Section  2  you  say,  "The  form  of  transfer 
card  in  present  use,  fac  simile  of  which  follows  this  section,  shall  be  con- 
tinued as  the  official  transfer  card  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America." 
The  present  form  of  card  says  whether  a  man  is  or  is  not  a  practical  miner. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

"Sec.  4.  No  local  union  placed  on  the  delinquent  list  or  that  is  in  bad 
etanding  with  any  branch  of  the  organization,  shall  have  authority  to  issue 
transfer  cards  nntil  they  have  been  reinstated  to  good  standing." 

Section  4  of  Article  XV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Sec.  5.    Local  officers  must  examine  the  monthly  "Delinquent  State- 
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mont''  seut  out  ny  the  luteniatioual  Secretary-Treasurer  and  shall  not  re- 
ceive any  transfer  card  issued  by  local  unions  appearing  thereon." 

Section  5  of  Article  XV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

''Sec.  6.  The  International  President  shall  have  authority  to  restrain, 
for  reason,  or  to  ^rant  any  district  the  authority  to  restrain,  for  reason, 
any  local  union  from  issuing  transfer  cards,  and  local  unions  receiving  offi- 
cial notice  that  any  local  union  has  been  so  restrained,  shall  not  receive  any 
transfer  card  issued  by  such  locals." 

A* motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  0  of  Article  XV  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Scott,  District  12 — In  case  the  local  that  sends  out  a  card  becomes 
delinquent  after  the  card  is  issued,  what  will  be  done  with  it? 

President  White — The  chair  would  be  of  the  opinion  that  no  law  would  \f*i 
letroactive. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  wa? 
carried. 

"iSec.  7.  Transfer  cards  issued  in  violation  of  Sections  3,  4  and  6  of  tlii-^ 
article,  will  lie  invalid,  and  local  officers  responsible  for  their  issuance  shall  be 
lined  $10.00  for  each  card  so  issued  and  permanently  removed  from  office;  or 
:iny  local  officers  accepting  a  transfer  card  in  violation  of  Sections  5  and  6 
of  this  article  shall  be  fined  $10.00  for  each  card  so  accepted  and  permanent- 
ly removed  from  office  by  the  International  Executive  Board;  and  any  local 
union  refusing  to  enforce  tne  above  penalties  when  applied  shall  be  placed  on 
the  delinquent  list  and  can  be  reinstated  only  in  accordance  with  Section 
IS  of  Article  XIV." 

Delegate  lyas — 1  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  what  local  officers  are 
referred  to? 

Delegnte  Farrinj^tou — The  section  says,  "The  local  officers  responsible  for 
(heir  issuance.''     It  would  mean  all  of  them. 

'J'hc  motion  to  ado[>t  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

**Sec.  S.  When  a  ])erson  who  has  not  been  a  member  of  the  organization 
three  months  or  more  cecuves  a  Transfer  Card  from  a  local  union  in  a  district 
where  a  dispensation  has  been  granted,  said  Transfer  Card  shall  not  be  accepted 
by  any  local  in  a  different  district  unless  the  holder  agrees  lo  )iay  the  difference 
between  the  initiation  fee  already  paid  and  the  initiation  fee  of  the  district 
where  he  desires  to  deposit  his  card." 

S^vtion  S  of  Article  XV  was  adopted  as  rcconimeiided  by  the  committee. 
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**Sec.  9.  Any  member  depositing  a  Transfer  Card  must  pay  all  arrear- 
ages due  on  the  icard  when  deposited  nnd  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
district  having  jurisdiction  over  the  local  union  in  which  the  card  is  depos- 
ited, but  no  district  shall  have  authority  to  enact  laws  prohibiting  the  ac- 
ceptance of  valid  Transfer  Cards  by  any  of  the  local  unions  within  its 
jurisdiction." 

Section  9  of  Article  XV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

**Sec.  10.  .Any  Transfer  Card  that  is  lapsed  for  a  period  of  three  months 
shall  be  invalid  and  shall  not  admit  the  holder  to  membership  in  any  local 
union." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  10  of  Article  XV  be  a<lopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Crutchfield,  District  24 — This  is  a  section  we  havo  had  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  with  in  District  24.  Members  who  are  delinquent  will  com»» 
to  a  local  union  and  they  will  be  given  cards  gratis. 

Delegate  Farrington — If  that  is  done  by  any  local  union  it  is  in  direct 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  organization.  In  this  new  section  a  penalty 
is  provided  for  that  kind  of  work. 

Delegate  Crutchfield — I  took  surh  a  case  to  the  district.  The  district 
turned  me  down  and  said  the  local  had  a  right  to  do  it  if  it  wanted  to. 

President  White — The  language  df  this  section  is  specific  and  clear,  it 
is  not  susceptible  to  misunderstanding.  It  makes  it  plain  that  any  card 
that  has  lapsed  for  three  months  is  invali<l  and  will  not  admit  the  holder 
to  any  local  union. 

Delegate  Short,  District  10 — Does  this  .*<ection  apply  to  men  out  of  em- 
ployment f 

Delegate  Farrington — It  applies  to  anybody,  whether  he  is  out  of  em 
ployment  or  not,  if  he  has  not  been  looking  after  his  transfer  card  as  he 
should  have  been  doing. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  commit  too  wa-j 
carried. 

**Sec.  11.  Any  member  withdrawing  his  Transfer  Card  from  a  local 
shall  be  known  as  a  member  of  the  local  issuing  the  card  until  it  is  deposited 
with  some  other  local  or  until  the  card  is  lapsed.^' 

Section  11  of  Article  XV  was  adopted  a.s  recommended  by  the  committeo. 

''Sec.  12.  No  member  holding  a  Transfer  Card  shall  be  entitled  to  strike 
lienefits  (where  such  are  i>aid)  from  the  local  union  issuing  the  car<l,  until  such 
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(rarcl  has  been  re-deposited  with  said  local,  and  thon  only  from  the  date  on  which 
the  card  was  re-deposited. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  KCf(»iided  that  Section  12  of  Article  XV  Iw  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delej^ate  Esper,  District  12 — It  seems  to  me  in  writing  this  up  if  they 
would  say  **any  member  not  hohiing  a  Transfer  Card'*  it  would  be  plainer. 
Section  4  says  **no  local  union  placed  upon  the  delinquent  list  or  that  i* 
in  bad  standing  with  the  organization  shall  have  authority  to  issue  transfer 
cards  until  they  have  been  reinstated  to  good  standing."  If  it  said  **any 
local  union*'  and  *'no  authority"  it  would  be  plainer.  This  is  wrong,  in 
my  opinion. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  don't  know  that  1  understand  what  the  dele 
gate  wishes  to  convey  to  the  <-onventi<>n.  It  seems  to  me  the  section  i^ 
al  solutely  clear. 

Delegnte  Van  Horn,  District  11 — 1  would  like  to  know  if  this  section 
means  that  local  unions  that  are  on  strike  will  be  compelled  to  accept  trans 
fer  cards! 

Delegate  Farrington — It  d<»es  not  say  so.  Brother  Van  Horn.  It  do<■^ 
not  deal  with  that  matter  at  all. 

Delegate  Van  Horn — It  shoubl  say  so,  or  give  the  district  a  right  t<» 
sjiy  so.  ' 

Delegate  Farrington — It  does  give  the  district  a  right  to  say  so. 

Delegate  Van  Horn — We  are  satisfied  with  that. 

Delegate  l?\irrington — The  committee  has  not  attempted  to  legislate 
covering  the  acceptance  of  transfer  cards  by  local  unions  on  strike.  Thai 
matter  is  still  optional  with  the  district  to  decide. 

Delegate  Helmer.  District  1*J — During  the  six  months'  strike  we  ha»l 
in  Illinois  we  had  to  accept  transfer  cards  in  the  northern  field,  according 
to  the  International  constitution,  but  we  did  it  with  the  understanding  that 
I  he  men  would  not  receive  commissary  from  the  local.  We  also  demandeil 
that  the  member  who  deposited  a  card  pay  his  dues  the  same  as  a  raeml>er 
working  at  any  place.  We  did  allow  a  certain  latittide  to  members  whi» 
went  awr.y  and  tried  to  find  work,  and.  failing  to  find  it,  returned.  They 
accepted  their  transfer  cards  in  the  local  they  were  issued  from  and  placet] 
them  on  the  following  commissary  list:  but  at  no  time  did  we  allow  them 
any  pay  they  missed  during  their  absence.  M  timers  they  might  be  hunt- 
ing employment  and  would  fail  to  be  there  while  the  local  was  making  a 
payment.     The  local  adopted  a  resolution  governing  that.     The  understand 
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ing  was  that  they  would  uot  receive  the  oommissary  that  was  being  paid. 
The  reason  we  took  that  position  was  that  it  was  an  evident  fact  that  in  a 
great  many  places  in  Illinois  they  were  not  working,  there  were  other  states 
not  w^orking,  and  members  came  to  our  locals  from  different  places.  As 
Brother  Var  Horn  has  raiseil  the  point,  I  will  say  that  some  of  them  came 
from  Indiana  and  some  came  from  Iowa,  where  the  work  nvas  slack.  They 
deposited  cards,  thinking  the  strike  would  he  settled  in  a  short  time^  and 
then  insisted  on  being  put  on  the  commissary  list.  At  no  time,  however, 
tlid  we  say  they  were  entitled  to  it.  Under  the  constitution  I  am  sure  they 
were  not  entitled  to  it.     If  I  am  not  right  1  want  to  be  corrected. 

President  White — There  is  no  chance  of  misunderstanding.  We  are 
I'ound  to  accept  the  cards  of  our  members.  The  question  of  giving  strike 
benefits  is  completely  in  the  hands  of  the  district  disbursing  such  a  fund. 

Delegate  Lauder,  District  12 — We  had  a  case  down  our  way  where  a 
man  went  into  business  two  months  prior  to  the  strike.  Two  months  after 
the  strike  startcjl  h>»  sold  out  his  business  and  applied  for  commissary.  Was 
he  entitled  to  it? 

President  White — The  question  of  giving  out  the  commissary  is  in  the 
hiinds  of  the  district. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was  car- 
ried. 

**Sec.  13.  Due  cards  shall  not  admit  any  member  to  membership  from 
one  local  to  another.  8uch  transfer  must  be  made  by  transfer  card,  and 
nny  member  in  good  standing  shall  be  entitled  to  a  transfer  card  from  his 
local  union,  upon  request,  except  as  restricted  in  Sections  4  and  6  of  this 
article. ; ' 

Section  13  of  Article  XV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
*  *  Sec.  14.  To  protect  the  membership  of  members  residing  where  no  local 
union  is  established,  the  International,  district  or  sub-district  secretaries  shall, 
upon  presentation,  accept  Transfer  Cards  and  dues  and  assessments  from  such 
members,  but  no  such  secretary  shall  accept  Transfer  Cards,  dues  or  assess- 
ments from  members  having  access  to  a  local  union.'' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  14  of  Article  XV  be  adopted 
:is  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Harris,  District  12 — 1  do  not  see  anything  providing  for  the 
protection  of  a  member  who  leaves  th(»  mine  and  goes  to  another  occupation 
but   wishes  to  retain   his  membership  in   the  organization.     I    had   occasion 
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to  go  switching  cars.     T  paid  dues  to  tlie  switchmen's  organization  and  1 
paid  dues  to  the  United  Mine  Workers. 

President  White — The  mine  workers  give  about  the  same  protection  in 
that  respect  as  the  other  trades  give  to  us;  that  is,  they  require  us  to  pay 
dues  to  their  organizations  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  require  them  to 
<1o  the  same. 

Delegate  Harris — T  said  1  paid  my  dues  in  both  organizations.  I  want 
to  know  where  to  pay  them. 

President  Whife — To  the  local  union  of  whirh  you  are  a  member. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  wa? 
carrit»d. 

*'Seo.  l."5.  The  local  linaTicial  and  recording  se<-retarie8  shall  keep  a 
record  of  all  transfer  cards  bought,  issued  and  received  by  their  loeal  unions 
for  ius|H»ction  by  the  local  and  Iiircrnational  Traveling  Auditors." 

.\  motion  was  made  autl  seconde^l  that  Section  1.1  of  Article  XV  be  adopted 
as  recommendeil  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Connors,  District  21 — 1  move  to  amend  by  inserting  before  the 
word  **  Internationa!**  the  words,  ** district  or.** 

The  sup]Htsition  ij^,  1  belie\c.  that  this  propi>sition  will  be  submitted 
to  the  various  districts  for  then'  to  take  a«ti«>u  reg:ir<Ung  traveling  auditor^ 
iu  their  own  district. 

IVIegate  Knrrington.  Ohairmar  of  the  Committee — 1  move  that  tbr* 
^ord  *•  International"  Ih»  stricken  out.     iSeconde«l  and  carried.) 

The  *tH*tiun  as  amoude^i  was  adopt td. 

*  *  Stv.  lt>.  Vny  memler  of  the  organization  found  guilty  of  trafficking  in  or 
abusing  the  u*t*  of  tiu^  Tnn^for  «"nrd  shall,  when  invisible,  be  prosecuted  in  the 
oivil  c\mrts  and  shall  in  everv  ir<tai:ce  *'  e  i-ermanently  expelled  bv  the  Interna- 
tional K\ocuti\e  IVvini.** 

S^s'tion  U»  of  .Xrtule  XV  \\a<  ^.'.n*td  as  re«f"*w:roended  by  the  committee. 

*  '5n  *'.  K.  No  leci*^  holder  .^f  a  vs.;.;  transfer  ^-^ird,  who  has  complied  with 
ScN^cL^rs  S  and  5*  of  t^^s  arri-'V,  s^iaU  for  ary  rtas^-^n  le  debarred  from  member- 
-r-iv   :a  ary   \va!   wr.iow  or  ^iadcn^^  frv^n:  seafaring  empk^yment   in  any  mine 

-ier  tbe  :v7i<%i;.'Ti:'»:^  .^f  the  Tnite^?  M*.re  Worker>i  of  America.     Violation  of 
•k:<  fla/.-i.^  <>a''  ic  pn^s^vute**.  under  S»vt:on  i.  .\rticle  VI." 

Se*  ":.*••  '.'  x-f  ArtvV  XY  w?s  s\:!ed  as  r>w\^n:n?eaded  br  the  committee. 

•*j>»v    !>      Trsr^fer  v^ar^is  :ssv,tv*  !y  the  WVsiera  Federation  of  Miners 

..-.:   Kv,  4  r.-f     0:^*.   rr.-.rer**  vr--r.>  s"..al'   >-^   at-  evte-i   bv  the  rnifisl   Mine 


Digitized  by 


Google 


729 

Workers,  subject  to  the  same  provisions  governing  the  acceptance  of  United 
Mine  Workers'  cards." 

A  motion  v^as  made  and  seconded  that  Section  18  of  Article  XV  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — A  man  came  to  our  local  about  three  weeks  ago  with  a 
foreign  card.     Can  we  take  itf 

l*resident  White — Such  cards  can  be  accepted  as  you  would  accept  your 
cards  here,  if  they  are  bona  fide  coal  miners'  cards.  I  presume  the  com- 
mittee  had  in  view  that  these  cards  would  be  accepted  the  same  as  you 
would  accept  cards  from  one  of  your  own  local  unions,  subject  to  the  same 
provisions. 

Delegate  Drennan,  District  27 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  committee  if 
they  know  anything  regarding  the  Western  Federation  transfer  cards? 

Delegate  Farrington— We  know  something  about  them,  yes. 

Delegate  Drennan — I  come  from  a  district  where  we  have  considerable 
exchanging  of  cards  with  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners.  They  have 
a  system  of  issuing  withdrawal  cards,  this  causes  a  great  deal  of  confusion 
throughout  that  district.  It  has  caused  nie  to  make  trips  all  over  the  field 
trying  to  straighten  o\it  the  affair.  The  Western  Federation  of  Miners' 
initiation  fee  is  five  dollars.  In  Section  8  of  this  article  it  says:  **When 
a  person  who  has  not  been  a  member  of  the  organization  three  months  or 
more  jsecures  a  transfer  card  from  a  local  in  a  district  where  a  dispensation 
has  been  granted,  said  transfer  card  shall  not  be  accepted  by  any  local  in 
a  different  district  unless  the  holder  agrees  to  pay  the  difference  between 
the  initiation  fee  already  paid  and  the  initiation  fee  of  the  district  where 
he  desires  to  deposit  his  card."  Xow  I  want  to  know  if  we  can  apply  the 
same  system  in  regard  to  the  Western  Federation  cards  as  we  can  in  our 
own  organization? 

Delegate  l^rrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — The  report  of  the 
committee  says:  ** Transfer  cards  issued  by  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  and  bona  fide  coal  miners'  unions  shall  be  accepted  by  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  subject  to  the  same  provisions  governing  the  acceptance  of 
Uuiied  Mine  Workers'  cards."  I  will  say  in  reply  to  your  question,  yes, 
you  can. 

Delegate  Drennan — Tliere  has  heen  dissatisfaction  from  members  of  the 
other  organization,  especially  from  the.  individual  who  deposits  the  card 
when  that  card  is?  out.  Sow  the  question  arises  in  regard  to  the  initiation 
fee  they  pay.     It  has  been  known  or  has  been  asserted  in  that  district  that 
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ttM<ti  Mill  k:«i  tP  the  ^Vt'^torn  hVderation  of  Miners,  join  for  five  dollars  and 
ihtii  i-utiio  Mild  d4t|K>8it  H  oard  in  the  United  Mine  Workers.  That  is  an  im- 
|M»iiitu>ti  Oil  Pifttrict  :^7.  We  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any  five  dollars 
riiithor  fY«»iii  thiMM*  (>vr»ouii.     They  come  with  withdrawal  cards. 

V  iiioM»bi*r  c»tt  ii^t  a  withdrawal  card  from  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miiioi-it,  MiiU  iiioit  i'oiiie  with  such  withdrawal  cards  u  year  old  and  ask  to 

•  «*i«i4t  iiiiu  s>ur  \>rKifettisatiou  on  the  same  standing  as  the  United  Mine  Work- 
>  i<  Thi>>  htt\«  iloiH.tttit^'d  withdrawal  cards,  with  one  dollar  accompanying' 
4  t44id,  \\*  pi»o«  tb«^iiitielv««  in  good  &«tanding.  the  same  as  they  would  in 
(hoU  OH  II  ut^aaiAHttoit.  I  want  an  explanation  of  this  so  I  can  jf^o  homv 
«ua  oxplHui  u»  tht»  men.  I  dou*t  want  it  to  appear  that  1  am  taking  issue 
Willi  itu>  VS\>«4vru  bW^ratioa  of  Miners,  because  if  there  is  anything  I  can 
U^  \wi.li  iliv  \\vi«ilvrH  ^\Nier«tiott  in  connection  with  their  organization  I  will 
U»  It    hut  t  lUai't  wttat  att  im(H>»ition  on  our  organization  to  continue. 

t'Y^v^tKtM*!    WhiU^     My    understanding   is   that    our   affiliation    with   tht 

\\.,*fc.vi«4  b^NUt«%l»\Mt  vH  Miaew  requires  an  equal  exchange  of  transfer  cards 

•^i^^iVM..*'  lVK'ij;dtv  Mv'Kiniieu — No  secretary  of  the  Western  Federation 

o     M->..^s  :x  vAmi^»:\»ttj£  >ibtth  the  constitution  when  he  issues  a  withdrawal 

^>xi  x^  «»\  iiivhiNh-  ot  *tkit  gtf^^ftat nation  unless  the  individual  certifies  that 
>w   »^  UvAMUjji  t^*i   ^«K?u^r>.     If  he  is  leaving  any  particular  part   of  the 

ouunv  aunI  ^v'lUjf  t\>  aiioiWr  vNHintry  be  is  given  a  withdrawal  card.  Other- 
\\»  .^v  h*»  u  u^»i  oaiiiled  to  a  wttWr*wal  canl.  As  far  as  the  Western  Fed- 
vi4i»v^u  oC  M\uor%  »*  owivvrmed.  we  rweive  every  card  of  every  bona  fide 
..»^,4Ui-^«uMi.  ao  matter  whether  \u  the  United  States  or  Canada,  so  long 
i  no  vvvkv^juiiksI  j»*  ;i  ts»«a  iivie  ^^r^ni  ration.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  that 
will  laKo  ortVvi  lu  Jill  *aWr  or^nizAtien^  :n  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
\ou  .410  ;*vU^i*iiu^  l»w*,  an\l  we  expect  our  members  to  comply  with  the  lawn 
»»i  \ov»i  v»rk;i*uuatii»w,  And  wo  will  do  the  same  with  you. 

iK-Kt|}uto  V\4rritn:ton — I  want  ;he  convention  to  be  absolutely  clear  on 
tl\i  i|uuatuiit-  If  The  re-.'ommendation  of  the  committee  is  adopted  as  it 
i^.\xU  ^i  iUo  present  time  there  isn *t  any  doubt  that  members  of  the  Western 
l^'t(wi4tiviu  of  Miners  transferring  to  the  United  Mine  Workers  will  have 
Vt»  yw  uu  iuitiation  fee  equivalent  to  ten  dollars  if  they  have  not  already 
y**\\y\  U«i  uuutuut  to  join  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners.  That  will  be 
\V     V>«t^««>  ^^^  affairs  if  this  section  is  adopted  as  recommended. 

U   \o\i  duu't  want  that  section,  now  is  the  time  for  the  convention  to 

t^iv^^i*   0»v  iiuiommendation  of  the  committee.     You  have  said  in  a  previous 

•  ■    y^'W  M  Ihf.  I'oustitution  that  where  a  member  joins  our  own  organiaation 
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in  a  district  where  a  (li8]>ensatioii  is  on,  upon  going  into  another  district  he 
must  pay  tho  differonre  between  that  paid  under  the  dispensation  and  the 
initiation  of  the  district  where  he  deposits  his  card.  If  you  don't  want 
members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  to  do  that,  if  you  don 't  want 
them  to  be  on  the  same  footing  as  members  of  your  own  organization,  now 
is  the  time  for  the  delegation  to  decide.  I  want  this  thing  to  be  absolutely 
clear  in  your  minds  before  you  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Cherillo,  District  12 — We  have  had  transfer  cards  in  our  local 
from  Germany  and  from  France.     Have  we  a  right  to  accept  themf 

President  White — If  you  adopt  this  report  the  chairman  states  that  in 
the  event  the  initiation  fee  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  is  less  than 
the  initiation  fee  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  then  the  man  bringing  a 
card  from  the  Western  Federation  and  applying  for  membership  in  the  min- 
ers' union  will  have  to  pay  the  difference  between  the  two  initiation  fees. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — As  I  understand  it,  the  withdrawal  card 
of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  takes  the  place  of  the  transfer  card 
a  -member  gets  when  withdrawing  from  a  local  union  of  our  organization, 
and,  according  to  the  recommendations  of  the  committee,  would  be  subject 
to  the  same  regulation  in  being  accepted  by  a  local  union  as  the  transfer 
card  of  our  own  organization  would  be  subject  to.  Under  our  own  laws 
where  a  dispensation  has  been  granted  and  a  member  takes  a  transfer  card 
before  he  has  been  a  member  three  months  he  must  pay  the  difference  to 
the  local  union  where  he  deposits  his  card  between  the  initiation  fee  of  that 
dis^trict  and  the  district  where  the  dispensation  is  granted.  I  take  it  if  a 
man  had  been  a  member  of  the  Western  Federaton  of  Miners  for  more  than 
three  months  he  would  not  be  required  to  pay  the  difference  between  that 
initiation  fee  and  ours.  I  believe  that  is  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee. At  the  same  time,  if  the  withdrawal  card  is  more  than  three  months 
aid  it  would  not  be  accepted  as  entitling  him  to  membership  in  our  organi- 
zation without  paying  the  regular  initiation  fee.  In  other  words,  if  a  with- 
drawal card  is  more  than  three  months  old  a  man  can  only  become  a  mem- 
ber of  a  local  union  in  our  organization  by  being  initiated  in  accordance 
with  our  law.  The  only  thing  the  withdrawal  card  would  mean  then  would 
be  the  same  thing  as  onr  transfer  card  means — it  would  be  an  evidence  that 
he  had  belonged  to  their  organization,  it  might  be  proof  that  he  had  worker! 
in  the  mines  a  certain  length  of  time  and  would  be  a  recommendation  to 
the  membership  of  mir  organization  for  his  admittance  under  our  law.  That. 
ae  I  understand  it,  is  tho  meaning  of  tho  rocommondation  of  the  committee. 
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Delegate  Tyas.  District  12 — Our  local  sent  a  resolution  to  the  Intematioiial 
Pirating  tliat.  in»Mniuch  a8  we  conii^el  a  nlncksmith,  machinist  or  any  one  dee 
around  the  mine  to  he<-ume  a  member  of  our  organization,  not  to  protect  their  in- 
terests primarily,  but  to  protect  ours,  we  think  it  is  unjust  when  they  eome  there 
with  good  union  cards  in  their  pockets  to  make  them  pay  $10.00.  Oar  local 
union  thinks  if  we  can  make  an  arrangement  with  those  organizations  to  take  our 
cards  we  should  take  theirs.    I  have  a  substitute  I  would  like  to  read,  as  foUowic 

'  *  That  transfer  cards  issued  by  any  trade  union  shall  be  accepted  in  lieu  of 
an  initiation  fee  if  the  said  organization  will  accept  our  transfer  cards." 

President  \Miite — Your  substitute  is  out  of  order,  because  we  haven't  th* 
other  trades  unions  here  to  legislate  with. 

Delegate  Fiirrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  cannot  see  where  t«e 
would  be  doing  the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  ^ners,  or  the  mem- 
bers of  any  other  miners*  union,  any  injustice  by  adopting  the  committee's 
recommendation.  As  Brother  Walker  has  told  you.  if  a  member  of  the  Western 
Federation  has  been  a  member  of  that  organization  for  three  months,  his  card 
will  entitle  him  to  admission  into  the  Ignited  Mine  Workers  without  any  addi- 
tional initiation  fee.    You  ask  that  much  of  your  own  members. 

Delegate  Morgan,  District  22 — I  l*elieve  the  delegates  from  the  Eastern 
districts  are  acting  without  a  definite  knowledge  in  matters  relating  to  the  West- 
ern Fetleration  cards.  In  Washington,  Montana  and  (^olorado,  there  is  a  consid- 
t»rable  exchange  of  Western  Federation  and  United  Mine  Workers'  cards.  We 
know  enough  not  to  accept  a  i^ithdrawal  card  over  three  months'  old.  We  know 
they  arc  not  given  by  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  with  the  intention  of  be- 
ing accepted  by  any  other  organization.  Considerable  effort  has  been  made 
Ml  the  last  few  years  to  bring  these  labor  organizations  together.  I  dont  believe 
when  the  results  we  might  achieve  sre  so  great  in  being  ao  close  about  money 
matters. 

Dur  local  unions  have  no  way  to  fintl  out  the  initiation  paid  by  men  in  for- 
eign miners'  unions.  We  must  take  their  word  for  it.  I  believe  it  will  eaose 
some  <lissension  among  the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners — ^possi- 
bly not  the  officials  but  the  members — if  they  are  called  upon  when  they  deposit 
transfer  cards  in  our  union  to  j^ay  $.">.00.  and  when  they  are  called  npon  to  accept 
the  mine  workers'  cards  in  the  Western  Fe^leration  they  do  so  without  any  initia- 
tion whatever.  I  think  we  should  accept  their  cards  on  the  same  basia,  so  far 
ns  financial  matters  an^  concerneil;  but  add  a  ipialifying  clause  only  insofar  as 
time  is  concerne^i.  1  think  that  will  at  least  give  the  men  of  the  West  a  chan^^e 
i'»  arcept  oai'iw  other's  cards  witlu»!it  Kmp^  inipose«l  upon. 
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One  of  our  meml>ers*niight  give  a  $10.00  card  to  a  Western  Federation  local., 
then  get  a  card  that  calls  for  only  $5.00  initiation  fee,  and  when  we  wanted  to 
come  back  it  would  cause  him  to  pay  an  initiation  fee  or  result  in  an  endless  in- 
vestigation. 1  think  we  ought  to  be  liberal  enough  to  accept  these  cards,  insofar 
as  financial  matters  are  concerned,  if  we  are  going  to  have  an  interchange  of 
cards,  and  not  put  the  matter  in  the  constitution  in  such  a  way  that  we  will 
have  endless  debates. 

I  know  the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  arc  not  any  more 
careful  than  members  of  our  own  organization,  and  when  one  of  them  comes 
along  with  a  withdrawal  card  a  year  old  we  do  not  accept  it.  I  would  like  to 
move  an  amendment  to  this  effect :  *  *  That  transfer  cards  issued  by  the  Western 
Federation  of  Miners  and  bona  fide  coal  miners'  unions  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  subject  to  the  name  provisions  governing  the  acceptance 
of  mine  workers'  cards.  This  to  apply  only  so  far  as  time  is  concerned. ''  (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate  Drennan — While  we  do  not  want  to  work  any  imposition  on  the 
Western  Federation  members  we  do  not  want  to  have  them  work  any  on  us.  We 
have  a  clause  in  our  constitution  that  makes  provision  for  a  practical  miner  and 
a  non-practical  miner.  A  man  may  come  from  the  Western  Federation  of  Min- 
ers with  a  traveling  card  or  any  other  kind  of  a  card  they  issue  and  we  cannot 
jwy  he  is  not  a  practical  miner.  The  Western  Federation  of  Miners'  organiza- 
tion takes  in  the  smelter  men.  They  can  come  into  the  mines  over  there  and  we 
have  no  way  to  keep  them  out  under  this  law.  They  have  cards.  It  places  us 
in  a  position  where  we  cannot  govern  our  own  membership.  There  should  be 
some  provision  to  allow  us  to  get  at  this  without  confusion.  If  we  get  confused 
in  the  matter  we  will  be  u}>  against  it  time  after  time.  A  non-practical  man 
in  District  27  has  to  pay  $li5.00.  If  a  man  comes  from  a  smeltermen's  union, 
gets  a  card  and  wants  to  go  inside  we  cannot  prevent  it.  There  is  nothing  on 
the  face  of  the  card  that  says  whether  he  has  ever  been  in  a  mine  or  not. 

President  White — I  take  it  he  would  be  subject  to  the  same  rule  our  own 
l>cople  are.  He  would  have  to  comply  with  the  rules  governing  non-practical 
miners  in  the  various  districts. 

Delegate  Drennan — I  am  satisfied  with  that.  I  have  never  refused  to  take 
a  withdrawal  card  from  a  Western  Federation  member,  or  advised  any  local 
union  to  refuse  to  take  one,  provided  he  had  a  due  book  with  him  showing  that 
be  had  not  had  the  card  more  than  three  months. 

Delegate  Walker,  DiKtrict  12 — I  am  opposed  to  the  substitute  of  Brother 
Morgan.     In  our  district  we  liavc  now  something  over  70,000  miners,  and,  not- 
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witlmtanding  tbt^  fact  that  lost  year  the  miners  of  lUinuis  dug  a  millioo  and  a 
Sialf  tons  of  coaJ  more  than  tiiey  ever  dug  in  the  history  of  the  stat-e,  there  ^'as 
Much  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  men  who  came  into  the  mines  of  that  state 
that  as  a  whole  the  members  of  our  organization  over  there  have  been  unable  to 
make  as  much  money  uh  in  the  p:ist.  I  am  not  opposed  to  other  men  bettering 
their  conditions,  and  if  we  can  protect  ourselves  and  take  them  in  T  am  j>erfecth- 
.««atisfied  to  do  it. 

I  want  to  treat  every  other  organization  the  same  way  in  dealing  with  them, 
so  far  as  transfer  cards  are  concerned,  tliat  we  do  our  own  members;  but  I  am 
opposed  (o  allowing  a  loophole  through  which  we  can  manufacture  coal  miners 
on  a  larger  scale  at  least  than  we  have  been  manufacturing  them  in  the  recent 
past.  The  great  increase  in  membership  we  have  has  come  from  the  ranks  of 
unorganized  latK)r  that  has  not  done  anything  in  the  past  to  build  up  this  move- 
ment or  get  for  the  men  who  work  in  the  mines  the  improved  wages  and  cimdi- 
tions  that  are  being  secured  through  the  organization.  As  long  as  we  can  take 
them  in  and  better  their  conditions  without  seriously  jeopardizing  our  own  wel- 
fare I  am  perfectly  satisfied  to  do  it;  but  I  believe  we  should  do  what  we  can 
to  protect  ourselves.  We  have  got  to  the  point  right  now  where,  unless  we  can 
reduce  the  hours,  and  if  not  increase,  at  least  maintain  the  present  wages  so 
that  the  work  can  be  distributed  among  all  our  members,  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  them  who  are  going  to  be  without  emplojTnent  all  the  time.  Every 
new  member  that  is  added  means  that  much  less  for  the  men  in  the  organization. 

In  our  district  a  transfer  card  coming  from  the  Western  Federation,  where 
a  man  has  worked  in  a  smelter  for  two  years,  or  has  worked  around  on  top  of 
the  mines  for  two  years,  can  go  below  as  a  bottom  laborer,  but  he  cannot  go  to 
the  face  until  he  has  worked  two  years  a.s  a  miner.  If  be  has  not  worked  tA\o 
years  on  top.  then  he  would  be  c<Mn]>elled  to  work  the  remainder  of  the  two  years 
on  top  or  pay  $50.00  to  go  below  as  a  bottom  laborer.  Then  he  would  not  go  ti) 
the  face  until  he  had  worked  two  years  as  a  bottom  laborer. 

T  think  that  is  a  fair  proposition  when  you  consider  the  situation  we  are 
in  at  the  present  time.  The  men  in  the  mines  who  have  improved  wages  and  con- 
ditions ought  to  be  given  the  first  consideration  in  this  matter.  The  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  will  enable  us  to  deal  with  transfer  cards  coming  from 
every  other  union,  not  only  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  but  everr  other 
bona  fide  miners'  union,  as  we  deal  with  our  own  members.  A  man  becomes  a 
top  laborer  in  Illinois  and  works  two  years  before  he  is  allowed  to  go  below.  If 
he  does  not  work  two  years  on  top  he  has  to  pay  .$50.00  to  go  below.  Then  he 
must  work  two  years  as  a  bottom  laborer  before  he  can  go  to  the  face.     There 
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are  already  too  mauy  coal  miners  in  the  mines  to  enable  those  who  are  in  there  to 
make  ainything  like  :i  reasonable  living  for  themselves  and  their  families.  I 
would  like  to  see  every  other  branch  of  labor  organized  and  the  wages  and  condi- 
tions of  the  members  made  better ;  but  1  don 't  know  that  it  is  altogether  to  their 
credit  that  they  have  not  organized  the  crafts  they  have  labored  in  during  the 
past. 

This  constitution  as  proposed  by  the  eommittoe  gives  the  Western  Federa- 
tion men  the -same  kind  of  deal  we  give  our  own  members.  I  think  that  is  as  far 
as  we  can  go.  Instead  of  making  any  exceptions  that  may  leave  room  for  a  fur- 
ther influx  of  common  laborers,  when  already  there  is  too  little  work  for  the 
members  of  our  organization,  I  feel  we  can  safely  adopt  this.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  substitute  offered  by  Brother  Morgan. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  move  to  table  the  substitute. 
President  White — Delegate  Green  has  the  floor.    He  was  recognized  before 
you  made  your  motion. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — I  am  really  surprised  that  our  friend,  Delegate 
Heli'erly,  would  get  up  in  front  of  this  delegation  and  attempt  to  make  a  motion 
of  that  kind.  It  occurs  to  me  there  is  in  the  consideration'  of  this  question  a 
principle,  and  thai  principle  is  whether  or  not  some  of  the  things  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  have  been  saying  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  dur- 
ing the  past  days  reflect  their  true  sentiments.  It  occurs  to  me  there  is  involved 
in  this  question  a  principle.  Inasmuch  as  we  have  gone  on  record  as  favoring  a 
coniplete  industrial  organizntion,  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  we  are  now 
^oing  to  show  that  our  action  heretofore  is  inconsistent. 

I  have  stated  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  my  views,  I  have  stated  that 
there  is  ^\ithin  me  a  deep-seated  conviction,  a  conviction  strong  and  so  powerful. 
that  I  believe  we  should  <lo  everything  in  our  power  to  hasten  the  time  when 
there  will  be  but  out  miners'  organization  on  tlie  American  continent.  My 
friends,  I  am  one  of  Miose  who  believe  tlie  princijde  as  set  forth  in  the  substi- 
tute offered  by  our  friend  Morgan,  from  the  Western  country,  will  do  much 
toward  advancing  the  interest  of  industrial  organization.  I  believe  the  time  has 
come  for  us  to  recognize  industrial  conditions  as  they  are. 

I  understand  full  well  the  force  of  the  argument  of  my  friend  Walker.  My 
friends,  we  have  passed  the  day  long  since  when  we  could  build  a  wall  arounl 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  by  the  adoption  of  any  artificial  amend- 
rnent.  We  are  too  big  and  the  issue  is  too  clearly  here  now  to  do  that.  I  beli?ve 
in  a  complete,  free,  unrestricted  exchange  of  cards  between  the  Western  Federa- 
tion   of  Miners  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.     I  believe  we  will 
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gain  more  by  adopting  that  policy,  by  pursuiug  that  method  tu  hasten  the  tinw 
when  there  will  be  but  one  miners'  organization  on  this  continent  than  by  anj 
uther  action  we  can  take  at  this  time. 

There  had  always  been  a  little  feeling  bel\vet»n  the  two  organizations,  and  if 
\\Q  do  not  adopt  a  free  and  iinreHtricted  exchange  of  cards  it  will  intensify  tl»l 
feeling  and  delay  the  time  when  there  will  be  an  amalgamation  of  the  two 
organizations.  For  thene  reasons,  and  for  other  reasons,  I  believe  we  can  afford 
to  adopt  the  nuustitute  offered  by  our  friend  Morgan,  artd  thus  take  a  step  for- 
ward iu  promoting  an  industrial  organization  and  bringing  about  one  miners' 
organization  on  the  American  continent. 

Delegate  WajKer  (,l.  H.) — I  want  to  ask  the  speaker  a  question.  Is  it  not 
true  if  this  section  of  the  constitution  is  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee it  will  give  a  free  and  unrestricted  exchange  of  cards  as  far  as  it  affects 
t.  0  i)raotical  miners  in  both  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  and  our  organiza- 
tion? 

Delegate  Green,  District  0 — 1  don't  understand  that  it  will.  In  that  c^se 
I  will  agree  to  it. 

Delegate  Walker  (.1.  II.) — I  am  intensely  interested  iu  this  matter.  It 
moans  much  to  mo.  It  means  if  this  is  adopted  we  nmst  take  every  cheap  top 
laborer  and  put  him  at  the  face.  Will  this  not  njcan  that  t^p  men  who.  Iiccause 
ot  oontUtions  in  their  organizations,  cannot  get  to  the  face  in  their  own  organ- 
izations, will  come  to  any  local  and  have  the  right  to  go  to  the  face  immediately 
without  any  further  restrictions  whatever? 

President  W^hite — Will  Delegate  Green  answer  the  question? 

Delegate  (.treen — So  far  as  I  am  able  to,  I  will.  I  understand  this  only  re- 
f\MM  to  the  Wosteni  Federation  of  Minors  and  lx)na  fide  miners'  unions,  and  will 
uo{  ititorfore  with  our  district  laws. 

Dolojjato  Walker  (.1.  If.) — The  lanjjuago  of  the  substitute  is  such  that  they 
nill  bo  aoooptod  as  niemlH^rs  of  our  organization  without  restriction  of  any  kind, 
:in«i  tli:it  moans  thoy  can  go  to  the  faeo. 

President  White — I^^t  the  chair  state  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned  that 
the  amendment,  if  it  prevails,  will  only  restrict  the  acceptance  of  transfer  cards 
from  these  unions  so  far  as  time  is  concerned.  In  other  words,  if  the  cards 
prosontod  to  us-  if  T  understand  tho  amendment  correctly — are  more  than  three 
uuuiths  issued  thoy  will  nt»t  bo  aoropted  by  our  organization  from  any  of  these 
orjjanizations  in  question.  Hut  so  far  as  financial  consideration  is  concerned. 
ii'on  wit!)  thi>so  o:uds  will  U*  taken  in  without  any  further  payment,  if  the  cards 
aro  loss  than  three  months  i««suod. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


737 

Delegate  Morgan — It  could  not  possibly  change  the  sense  of  the  present 
••laiiae.  They  can  get  in  under  that  by  paying  $5.00.  I  would  like  to  ask  Brother 
Walker  if  they  pay  $5.00  would  ho  give  thoni  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  out- 
side men  in  Illinois? 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — If  they  have  only  worked  on  top  they  cannot  go 
below  to  the  face  except  by  compMng  with  the  requirements  of  our  district  law. 
Delegate  Morgan — My  amendment  does  not  change  that  at  all.  If  Delegate 
Walker  knov»'s  anything  alwut  a  quartz  miner  he  knows  he  will  not  be  a  good 
coal  miner.  He  never  uses  anji-hing  but  dynamite.  The  same  objection  would 
apply  as  to  the  top  men. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — I  happened  to  be  a  quartz  miner  myself  for  two 
years  and  I  know  something  about  it.  1  am  willing  to  accept  a  practical  quartz 
miner  as  a  member  of  our  organization.  It  will  only  take  him  a  very  short  time 
to  learn  the  little  things  he  needs  to  know,  after  he  has  graduated  as  a  quartz 
miner. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  did  not  move  to  table  the  amendment 
l»ecause  I  wanted  to  do  away  with  a  free  exchange  of  cards.  The  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  is  that  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  and 
other  bona  fide  miners'  organizations  shall  be  admitted  on  the  same  terms  as 
members  of  our  own  organization,  and  that  is  what  I  am  in  favor  of.  I  don't 
want  to  be  quoted  by  Delegate  fireen  or  anyone  else  as  l)eing  opposed  to  indus- 
trial organization. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  22-T-The  miners  of  the  West  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  discnss  this  questi(>n  relative  to  establishing  a  better  feeling  with  those 
we  have  been  fighting  for  the  ]»a«t  twenty-five  years  than  those  of  you  who  are 
located  permanently  in  the  Kast.  Today  there  is  a  good  feeling  existing  be- 
tween the  Western  Federation  and  ourselves.  The  coal  miners  of  the  Western 
country  never  received  any  recognition  from  the  metalliferous  miners  until 
recently.  We  are  willing  to  abide  by  the  construction  we  have  placed  on  our 
constitution  in  the  past,  and  that  is  if  ji  man  in  the  Western  Federation  of  Min- 
ers is  in  good  standing  witli  his  organization  we  will  accept  his  card.  If  he  is 
not  in  good  stan<ling  with  his  organization,  rcganlless  of  the^  difference  of  the 
initiation  fee,  we  will  charge  him  an  initiation  fee  of  $10.00. 

For  the  past  eight  or  nine  years  the  (piestion  has  been  asked  by  ])r()bal)ly 
.■500  men  in  regard  to  my  interpretation  <»f  this  same  question.  My  interi»reta- 
Tion  has  been  that  if  a  Western  Feeiciation  of  Miners'  card  was  paid  up  1  would 
re<'Ogniz(j  the  holder  af<  in  good  standing;  })ut  in  tlie  past  our  nienihorship  has 
denlt  us  all  kinds  of  misery  by  placing  their  own  construction  on  tlw*  cards.     If 
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v'»ti  Will  l*-t  iw  liHv««  oiir  way  in  the  \Ve«t  we  will  get  along  very  nicelj  with  the 
Ar«(rrfi  KMkfMtioii  of  Minors.  We  haven't  any  truuble  with  them  now  and 
fiti  iHH\*m  «ak«t  (l<>n*t  NtHrt  any  on  this  floor!  I  am  willing;  to  a<*oept  the  refom- 
oi4ifiilal)oii  of  \,\w  (MiiiiniittiM*. 

W0  I»t0  uiifortuiiHte  to  th<*  extent  that  we  have  no  iiuner»*  qualification  Ian 
hi  (Mir  <Htuuiiy.  W«*  hHve  <:nly  iH'on  orgnnize<l  about  nine  years,  although  we  are 
'^•hig  vfiry  iile«ly  my  far  an  leginlatiou  is  concerned,  and  we  hope  when  the  time 
roMHw  iHni  %^t»  %*ill  U»  pr"|»are<l  to  nay  in  the  Western  country,  as  the  IlIinoi« 
MiliMtM  ilo,  X\»\\  H  iiinti  niurtt  U'  competent  to  stand  an  examination  before  we  vili 
Ifl  him  no  tt*  the  fm*<*.  1  r.ni  (terfcctly  satiHfled  with  the  recommenilation  of  tbt> 
I  loiiiiiitUss 

t»«'U«l|iito  liU\\<H»ti  The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Morgan  will  do 
•nwi.t  %^Uh  hM  nu«piclou  on  the  |»art  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  that 
M>(4  (ii||HtiUtiHoii  i»  trytii)i(  to  diw*riminntc  against  them.  I  believe  this  convcn- 
Hon  itiouKt  it<    o«  iHV*»rd  as  !«howinj?  there  is  no  discrimination  between  them 

«iMt    out    or||HllUMtlo*l. 

I'ik^  IVh^lt^^'  tiiAVii.  1  lH*Hove  in  bringing  these  two  great  organizations 
1  \\»w\  l\4|vlHvt,  Aiid  \^««  Itnve  lHH«n  thung  it  for  a  number  of  years.  If  members 
•  »t'  \W  \Vv»«lv»M  bV^lvratioM  are  coiM|H»lled  when  they  present  their  cards  in  good 
-ihimUm^i  Ui  |h*\  hm  imtuitioii  fiv  of  $r».00  they  will  want  to  know  why  this  or 
^i(ui*HU\>w  |m%ii  »mnU»hI  X\\^\\\  t\»  H  closer  affiliation  with  it.  If  the  central  dis- 
\su\<  \\\\\  tmw  Kvu  o»j£HnU«H(  for  ywirs  understood  this  question  as  well  as  we 
A\<  \\\  M«\»  \VvMv»M  vvimtrv  they  would  not  ask. this  organization  to  place  any  re- 
.u^»»x»k»  *'w  lUo  iMvMit^*!*^  s>i  the  Wt»»tern  Fe<leration  of  Miners  coining  into  our 

i^Au^.^ii^iu  lu  llv^  s»|^uioii«  until  tho  central  districts  realize  that  their  onlv 
;.u.»v»iu*»*  i«  «^  .he  \m5^«i«ation!»  in  the  outlying  districts  they  will  have  too 
^«^«^^  «uiuv«tM  ix^  sl^^i  lh%Hi  \s«hI%  th«\v  will  always  have  a  good  contract  and  no  work, 
^\s\\  ^W  kuiMo»*  v»i  0>%^  uiKM^uiii^Hl  districts  will  have  the  work  without  a  con- 
w  w\  t'i'S*  \*  v»»»v  uv4xs»»»  ^K>  y  Uphove  the  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted.  It 
\\\\\  *!».»»  ihs*  wc  ux'  A'uxi'ilont.  tlwit  >ve  mean  what  we  say  when  we  tell  those 
.u%»u  \\o  wtMH  ths'^M  u»  s>M»v  »Hto  our  organization.  The  amendment  will  mean 
iUhi  a  umu  \\hv\  )^  uoi  u«  i^xhI  standing  in  his  organization  will  not  be  admit- 
ted to  oui  oi:):HU)fiiuo)\  w't^svit  (vHving  an  initiation  fee  in  accordance  with  the 
law^  ot  inc  distriv^t. 

The  n.en  of  the  Wom  ondei^dHud  ^xhat  this  means.  We  understand  that  ve 
have  ji:*M  :o  gipt  t*^vth*n,  \\\i\x  xW  tijjht  of  the  metalliferous  miners  is  our  fight, 
A\\\\  we  have  gx>T  to  g^M  :o  Tt>e  plnee  wln^r*^  if  a  man  wants  to  leave  the  eoal 
uuMes  and  go  into  the  met,*ilhte?>mi%  mimvt  he  can  do  so  by  tranaf erring,  and 
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when  he  wants  to  come  back  to  tiie  coal  mines  he  can  deposit  that  card  and  get  In 
again  without  any  initiation  fee. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  feel  that  some  of  the  members  of  this  delegation 
are  laboring  under  a  false  impression  in  regard  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  Let  us  see  what  the  status  of  the  Western  I'ederation  of  Miners  will 
b6  in  the  event  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  is  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention. If  a  man  can  show  that  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Western  Federa- 
tion of  Miners  for  three  months  and  is  a  practical  quartz  miner  he  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  coal  mines  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
without  paying  any  additional  tribute  to  the  miners'  organization.  We  require 
that  same  condition  of  the  members  of  our  own  organization;  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  want  any  consideration  from  the 
United  Mine  Workers'  organization  other  than  is  given  to  our  own  members. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  ''We  believe  that  there  should  be  unre- 
stricted admittance  into  our  organization  insofar  as  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  are  concerned. ' '  I  don 't.  I  don 't  believe  the  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  smeltermen  and  mill  men  who  are  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  should  be  admitted  to  membership  in  the  United  Mine  Workers*  organi- 
zation and  placed  upon  the  snme  basis  a^  the  practical  miners  who  are  members 
of  our  organization. 

Brother  Green  has  offered  a  very  eloquent  appeal  to  this  delegation,  but  his 
appeal  is  based  on  a  false  i)r(Miii'?.o.  I  don't  believe  that  even  Brother  Green 
thinks  that  the  mill  men  and  the  smeltermen  who  are  members  of  the  Western 
Federation  of  Miners  should  be  allowed  to  fill  up  the  mines  of  Ohio  and  take 
the  places  of  practical  miners  who  are  members  of  our  organization.  I  don't 
believe  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  wants  us  to  do  that.  We  say  to  the 
members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  "If  you  are  practical  quartz 
miners  and  have  been  members  of  your  organization  for  three  months  you  should 
be  admitted  to  our  organization  by  transfer  card  without  the  payment  of  any 
additional  fee. ' '  We  say  that  to  our  own  members.  Why  should  we,  then,  make 
any  exception  insofar  as  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  are  con- 
cerned f  That  is  what  ihe  committee's  recommendation  to  this  convention 
means,  and  it  ought  to  be  adopted  without  any  amendment. 

Delegate  Williams,  District  11 — I  make  a  motion  that  all  debate  on  this 
subject  cease.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  just  want  to  clear  up  one  quetsion,  on  a 
que«»tion  of  personal  privilege. 

M.  PfO.-24. 
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Presiiieiit  White— AYlu»ii  this  motion  is  |»iit  the  «*liair  will  give  Preside   ^ 
Walker  the  floor  on  a  i|uostion  .»f  |»er}ionaI  privilege. 

Delegate  Walker — Brother  I^w^oii  nia«le  a  statement  that  woald  leave  t^^^ 
impression  that  the  position  taken  by  niysi*»lf  meant  discrimination  against  t  ^ 

Western  Federation  of  Miners.     1  <li.n  't  want  an  impression  of  this  kind  Iff"*^  ^ 
in  the  minds  of  this  delegation.    As  sub-district  president  of  the  Danville  vm^  *^ 
district  during  the  trouble  in  Cripple  Tret^k,  I  personally  saw  to  it  that 
we  had  $300  in  our  treasury  they  got  $.'»imi  of  it.    1  went  to  every  mine  in  t1 
<^istrict  and  got  donations  from  the  nion.     1  stin^d  on  the  floor  of  this  convex^ 
tion  and  fought  the  battles  of  tho  Western  Ke^leration  when  mightr  few  del^" 
gates  caretl  to  lake  that  position.     I  feel  toward  the  Western  Federation  me?** 
totlay  as  I  felt  toward  them  then. 

I  don't  believe  there  is  a  laN»r  union  in  the  world  composed  of  men  wit*» 
more  red  blood  in  their  veins,  or  men  who  are  willing  to  fight  the  battles  of  !<■■ " 
bor  's  cause  more  readily  than  they.  I  know  the  Western  Federation  of  Minf*"^* 
do  not  want  an^*thing  from  us  that  we  are  not  willing  to  give  our  own  member*^- 
1  am  satisfied  if  they  underst^HHl  this  matter  as  1  know  it  is  they  would  be  »^ 
nnxious  to  prevent  anything  being  done  that  would  he  an  injury  to  our  orga»»  ' 
ization  as  we  are  ourselves. 

Delegate  Morgan — 1  want  to  ask  a  (Question  of  the  committee.    It  may  cl<**  ^ 
up  the  matter,    Se%*tion  S  reads :  '  *  When  a  iiers*>n  who  has  not  been  a  memb^^ 
of  tlie  organization  thn»e  months  or  more  se<'ures  a  transfer  eard  from  a  lora»* 
union  in  a  district  wh^re  a  ilis|vn$Qttion  has  heen  granted,  said  transfer  ftr*i 
shall  not  l^  accepted  by  any  local  in  a  ilifferent  district  unless  tlie  holder  agr^^* 
to  i^Hy  the  dilTerencc  between  the  initiation  fee  already  paid  and  the  initiatio» 
fee  of  tho  district  where  he  desires  to  deposit  his  card."    That  elanse.  to  ipy 
mind,  refers  {.particularly  to  our  own  organization  in  a  district  where  a  diapf*^' 
tion  has  l-een  granted.    The  Western  FiNk^ration  does  not  grant  a  dispell**'^" 
of  is'i.OO.     Five  dollars  is  their  regular  initiation  fee.    Is  it  the  intentioB  of  t** 
committee  that  a  Wt^tem  Federation  man  who  has  l^een  a  member  for  thrt* 
month>  can  oome  in  without  any  initiation  fee? 

DeWate  Farrington — Most  assure^lly. 

D*leg;ite  Morgan — Then  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

IVK'^ate  Farrington — I  th^n^^r:  you  would  when  you  understood  the  report 
of  I  he  committee. 

IVlegato  Scott — Will  'his  apply  to  the  foreign  transfer  cards  as  weD  t»  to 
•ri'ir  ovn? 

IX'Icpxte  Farriiiir  ^n — It  will  apply  to  all  and  every  transfer  card  receiwd 
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Vftitai  /Mine  Workers  of  America,  regardless*  of  where  it  comes  from  or 

>I'^  it   '  ^^"^"^  ^ 

beB#|j--  }on  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  "was 

See.  I#*    "^""6  ^     Transfer  cards  of  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Association  of 
totkf^^^  ^^all  not  be  accepted." 

*t20i  1**^-*   ^^9  of  the  Article  XV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
9  ^^KStia 

Botioi^^'^      ^  ^^  made  and  seconded  that  the  delegates  to  the  next  Interna- 
Uau/^     K3eet  Congress  be  instructed  to  investigate  the  question  of  foreign 


•^  W^hite — The  motion  will  not  be  in  order.    That  will  be  a  matter 

^^y  H,es  who  may  be  elected  to  represent  this  organization  to  take  up. 

jujj^  i^^    tiie  ^  legislation  on  that  matter. 

^^  -gHT^"^    ^***^ownie,  District  12 — I  want  some  information  in  regard  to  the 

-1  ^j^^jp  **  ®  *^*tmen*'8  Association  of  Nova  Scotia. 

^Af^i  '^^!!***'^*^hitt — That  will  not  be  in  order  now.    We  are  pretty  familiar 

^  tifc    "^^^      ^'^y  ^ft^'<?  ^^en  doing  up  there. 
*  ^     ^?^Breasuif 

»«icl  ke<  ARTICLE  XVI. 

V^Mcess'j 
^^  — Strikes — 

i(e«e^  V        iNitisfl^'o  district  shall  be  permitted  to  engage  in  a  strike  iiivolv- 
A  Qt  ^  ^^|3|7  timer  portion  of  its  members  without  the  sanction,  of  an  Inter- 
^^{tt^tofn^l^  ^  ^^  the  International  Executive  Board." 

^^j^\  ^jl*^^  ^'^^  Article  XVI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 


"Bet  1  Districts  may  order  local  strikes  within   their  respective  dis- 

trieU  «i  fb^  ^  own  responsibility,  but  where  local  strikes  are  to  be  financed 
^  i^  Iitii  /nationa]  Union  they  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  International 
BMentiTep*^®««""d." 

Seeti'*^  fdin  ^  of  Article  XVI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 

<'  PiSec.  3.  Strikes  shnll  not  l)c  called  in  any  unorganized  field  without 
{^  function  of  an  Internntionnl  convention  or  the  International  Executive 
goiiffrd,  and  no  financial  aid  shall  be  furnished  by  the  International  Union 
fc^  the  support  of  any  strike  until  after  the  strike  has  been  in  effect  six 
^ee^f  unless  otherwise  decided  by  the  International  Executive  Board." 
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men  will  go  to  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  join  for  five  dollars  and 
then  come  and  deposit  a  card  in  the  United  Mine  Workers.  That  is  an  im- 
position on  District  27.  We  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any  five  dollirs 
further  from  those  personH.     They  come  with  withdrawal  cards. 

A  member  can  get  a  withplrawal  card  from  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners,  and  men  come  with  such  withdrawal  cards  a  year  old  and  ask  to 
come  into  our  organization  on  the  same  standing  as  the  United  Mine  Work- 
ers. They  have  dei)08ited  withdrawal  cards,  with  one  dollar  accompanying 
a  card,  to  place  themselves  in  good  standing,  the  same  as  they  would  in 
their  own  organization.  I  want  an  explanation  of  this  so  I  can  go  homi' 
and  explain  to  the  men.  1  don 't  want  it  to  appear  that  I  am  taking  issue 
with  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  because  if  there  is  anything  I  can 
do  with  the  Western  Federation  in  connection  with  their  organization  I  will 
do  it,  but  I  don't  want  an  imposition  on  our  organization  to  continue. 

President  White — My  understanding  is  that  our  affiliation  with  thi* 
Western  Federation  of  Miners  requires  an  equal  exchange  of  transfer  cards. 

Fraternal  Delegate  McKinnou — No  secretary  of  the  Western  Federation 
of  Miners  is  complying  with  the  constitution  when  he  issues  a  withdrawal 
card  to  any  member  of  that  organization  unless  the  individual  certifies  that 
he  is  leaving  that  industry.  If  he  is  leaving  any  particular  part  of  the 
country  and  going  to  another  country  he  is  given  a  withdrawal  card.  Other- 
wise, he  is  not  entitled  to  a  withdrawal  card.  As  far  as  the  Western  Fed- 
eration of  Miners  is  concerned,  we  receive  every  card  of  every  bona  fide 
organization,  no  matter  whether  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  so  long 
as  it  is  recognized  as  a  bona  fide  organization.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  that 
will  take  etfect  in  all  labor  organizations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
You  are  adopting  laws,  and  we  expect  our  members  to  comply  with  the  law*? 
of  your  organization,  and  we  will  do  the  same  with  you. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  want  the  convention  to  be  absolutely  clemr  on 
this  question.  If  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  is  adopted  as  it 
reads  at  the  present  time  there  isn  't  any  doubt  that  members  of  the  Westem 
Federation  of  Miners  transferring  to  the  United  Mine  Workers  will  have 
to  pay  an  initiation  fee  equivalent  to  ten  dollars  if  they  have  not  already 
paid  that  amount  to  join  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners.  That  wiU  be 
the  status  of  affairs  if  this  section  is  adopted  us  recommended. 

If  you  don't  want  that  section,  now  is  the  time  for  the  convention  to 
change  the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  You  have  said  in  a  previous 
section  of  the  constitution  that  where  a  member  joins  our  own  organizatioii 
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in  a  diBtrict  where  a  diajjensation  is  on,  upon  going  into  another  district  he 
must  pay  the  difference  between  that  paid  under  the  dispensation  and  the 
initiation  of  the  district  where  he  deposits  his  card.  If  you  don't  want 
members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  to  do  that,  if  you  don't  want 
them  to  be  on  the  same  footing  as  members  of  your  own  organization,  now 
ia  the  time  for  the  delegation  to  decide.  I  want  this  thing  to  be  absolutely 
clear  in  your  minds  before  you  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  conmiittee. 

Delegate  Cherillo,  District  12 — We  have  had  transfer  cards  in  our  local 
from  Germany  and  from  Franco.     Have  we  a  right  to  accept  themf 

President  White — If  you  adopt  this  report  the  chairman  states  that  in 
the  event  the  initiation  fee  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  is  less  than 
the  initiation  fee  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  then  the  man  bringing  a 
card  from  the  Western  Federation  and  applying  for  membership  in  the  min- 
ers' union  will  have  to  pay  the  difference  between  the  two  initiation  fees. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — As  I  understand  it,  the  withdrawal  card 
of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  takes  the  place  of  the  transfer  card 
a  member  gets  when  withdrawing  from  a  local  union  of  our  organization, 
and,  according  to  the  recommendations  of  the  committee,  would  be  subject 
to  the  same  regulation  in  being  accepted  by  a  local  union  as  the  transfer 
card  of  our  own  organization  would  be  subject  to.  Under  our  own  laws 
w  here  a  dispensation  has  been  granted  and  a  member  takes  a  transfer  card 
before  he  has  been  a  member  three  months  he  must  pay  the  difference  to 
the  local  union  where  he  deposits  his  card  between  the  initiation  fee  of  that 
district  and  the  district  where  the  dispensation  is  granted.  I  take  it  if  a 
man  had  been  a  member  of  the  Western  Federaton  of  Miners  for  more  than 
three  months  he  would  not  be  required  to  pay  the  difference  between  thai 
initiation  fee  and  ours.  I  believe  that  is  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee. At  the  same  time,  if  the  withdrawal  card  is  more  than  three  months 
old  it  would  not  be  accepted  as  entitling  him  to  membership  in  our  organi- 
zation without  paying  the  regular  initiation  fee.  In  other  words,  if  a  with- 
drawal card  is  more  than  three  months  old  a  man  can  only  become  a  mem- 
ber of  a  local  union  in  our  organization  by  being  initiated  in  accordance 
with  our  law.  The  only  thing  the  withdrawal  card  would  mean  then  would 
be  the  same  thing  as  onr  transfer  card  means — it  Tvould  be  an  evidence  that 
he  had  belonged  to  their  organization,  it  might  be  proof  that  he  had  worked 
in  the  mines  a  certain  length  of  time  and  would  be  a  recommendation  to 
rhe  membership  of  our  organization  for  his  admittance  under  our  law.  That. 
af;  I  understand  it,  is  the  meaning  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
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Delegate  Tyas,  Di«trict  12 — Our  local  sent  a  resolution  to  the  International 
stating  that,  InHHuiuch  as  we  compel  a  iilaekRmith,  machinist  or  any  one  elae 
around  the  mine  to  become  a  member  of  our  organization,  not  to  protect  their  in- 
terests primarily,  but  to  protect  ours,  we  think  it  is  unjust  when  they  come  there 
with  good  union  cards  in  their  pockets  to  make  them  pay  $10.00.  Our  lo<*:il 
union  thinks  if  we  can  make  an  arrangement  with  those  organizations  to  take  our 
cards  we  should  take  theirs.    J  have  a  substitute  I  would  like  to  read,  as  follower 

' '  That  transfer  cards  issued  by  any  trade  union  shall  be  accepted  in  lieu  of 
an  initiation  fee  if  the  said  organization  will  accept  our  transfer  cards." 

President  White — Your  substitute  is  out  of  order,  because  we  haven't  th*> 
other  trades  unions  here  to  legislate  with. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  cannot  see  where  vie 
would  be  doing  the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  or  the  mem- 
bers of  any  other  miners'  union,  any  injustice  by  adopting  the  committee's 
recommendation.  As  Brother  Walker  has  told  you,  if  a  member  of  the  Western 
Federation  has  been  a  member  of  that  organization  for  three  months,  his  card 
will  entitle  him  to  admission  into  the  United  Mine  Workers  without  any  addi- 
tional initiation  fee.    You  ask  that  much  of  your  own  members. 

Delegate  Morgan,  District  22 — I  believe  the  delegates  from  the  Eastern 
districts  are  acting  without  a  definite  knowledge  in  matters  relating  to  the  West- 
ern Federation  cards.  In  Washington,  Montana  and  Colorado,  there  is  a  consid- 
crable  exchange  of  Western  Federation  and  United  Mine  Workers'  cards.  We 
know  enough  not  to  accept  a  withdrawal  card  over  three  months'  old.  We  know 
they  are  not  given  by  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  with  the  intention  of  be- 
ing accepted  by  any  other  organization.  (Considerable  effort  has  been  made 
in  the  last  few  years  to  bring  these  labor  organizations  together.  I  don 't  believe 
when  the  results  we  might  achieve  are  so  groat  in  being  so  close  abont  money 
matters. 

Our  local  unions  have  no  way  to  find  out  the  initiation  paid  by  men  in  for- 
eign miners'  unions.  We  must  take  their  word  for  it.  I  believe  it  will  cause 
some  dissension  among  the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners — ^possi- 
bly not  the  officials  but  the  members — if  they  are  called  upon  when  they  deposit 
transfer  cards  in  our  union  to  pay  $5.00,  and  when  they  are  called  upon  to  accept 
the  mine  workers'  cards  in  the  Western  Federation  they  do  so  without  any  initia- 
tion whatever.  I  think  we  should  accept  their  cards  on  the  same  basis,  so  far 
MS  financial  matters  arc  concerno<l;  but  add  a  qualifying  clause  only  insofar  as 
time  is  concerned.  J  think  that  will  at  least  give  the  men  of  the  West  a  chance 
io  accojjt  cacli  other's  cards  without  being  imposed  upon. 
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One  of  our  members 'might  give  a  $10.00  card  to  a  Western  Federation  local, 
then  get  a  card  Ihat  calls  for  only  $o.00  initiation  fee,  and  when  we  wanted  to 
come  back  it  would  cause  him  to  pay  an  initiation  fee  or  result  in  an  endless  in- 
vestigation. 1  think  we  ought  to  be  liberal  enough  to  accept  these  cards,  insofar 
OS  financial  matters  are  concerned,  if  wc  aro  going  to  have  an  interchange  of 
cards,  and  not  put  the  matter  in  the  constitution  in  such  a  way  that  wc  will 
nave  endless  debates. 

I  know  the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  are  not  any  more 
careful  than  members  of  our  own  organization,  and  when  one  of  them  comes 
along  with  a  withdrawal  card  a  year  old  we  do  not  accept  it.  1  would  like  to 
mo\e  an  amendment  to  this  effect :  *  *  That  transfer  cards  issued  by  the  Western 
Federation  of  Miners  and  l.)on:i  fide  coal  miners '  unions  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  subject  to  the  same  provisions  governing  the  acceptance 
of  mine  workers'  cards.  This  to  apply  only  so  far  as  time  is  concerned.  ^'  (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate  Drennan — While  wo  do  not  want  to  work  any  imposition  on  the 
Western  Federation  members  we  do  not  want  to  have  them  work  any  on  us.  We 
have  a  clause  in  our  constitution  that  makes  provision  for  a  practical  miner  and 
a  non-practical  miner.  A  man  may  come  from  the  Western  Federation  of  Min- 
ers with  a  traveling  e^rd  or  any  other  kind  of  a  card  they  issue  and  we  cannot 
jwy  he  is  not  a  practical  miner.  Tlie  W^estern  Federation  of  Miners'  organiza- 
tion takes  in  the  smelter  men.  They  can  come  into  the  mines  over  there  and  we 
have  no  way  to  keep  them  out  under  this  law.  They  have  cards.  It  places  us 
in  a  position  where  we  cannot  govern  our  own  membership.  There  should  be 
9onie  provision  to  allow  us  to  get  at  this  without  confusion.  If  we  get  confused 
in  the  matter  we  \^t11  be  u])  against  it  time  after  time.  A  non-practical  man 
in  District  27  has  to  pay  $ii5.00.  If  a  man  comes  from  a  smeltermen's  union, 
gets  a  card  and  wants  to  go  inside  wo  cannot  prevent  it.  There  is  nothing  on 
the  face  of  the  card  that  says  whether  he  has  ever  been  in  a  mine  or  not. 

President  White — I  take  it  he  would  be  subject  to  the  same  rule  our  own 
people  are.  He  would  have  to  comply  with  the  rules  governing  non-practieal 
miners  in  the  various  districts. 

Delegate  Drennan — I  am  satisfied  with  that.  I  have  never  refused  to  take 
a  withdrawal  card  from  a  Western  Federation  member,  or  advised  any  local 
union  to  refuse  to  take  one,  provided  he  had  a  due  book  with  him  showing  that 
he  had  not  had  the  card  more  than  three  months. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  am  op[)osed  to  the  substitute  of  Brother 
Alorgan.     In  our  district  we  liave  now  something  over  70,000  miners,  and,  not- 
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witliHtanding  tht>  fact  that  lost  year  the  miner.s  of  llUiiois  dug  a  milliou  aud  a 
half  tous  of  coal  more  than  they  ever  dug  in  the  history  of  the  stite,  there  nas 
such  a  large  increase  in  the  number  <»f  men  \vh<»  caime  into  the  mines  of  that  state 
that  as  a  whole  the  members  of  our  organization  over  there  have  been  unable  to 
make  as  much  money  as  in  the  past.  1  am  jiot  opposed  to  other  men  bettering 
their  conditions,  and  if  we  can  protect  ourselves  and  take  them  in  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  to  do  it. 

I  want  to  treat  every  other  organization  the  same  way  in  dealing  with  them, 
so  far  as  transfer  cards  are  coneorued,  that  we  do  our  o\\ti  members;  but  I  am 
opposed  to  allowing  a  loophole  through  which  we  can  manufacture  coal  miners 
on  a  larger  scale  at  least  than  we  have  been  manufacturing  them  in  the  reeem 
past.  The  great  increase  in  membership  we  have  has  come  from  the  ranks  of 
unorganized  labor  that  hns  nor  done  anything  in  the  past  to  build  up  this  move- 
ment or  get  for  the  men  v.ho  work  in  the  mines  the  improved  wages  and  condi- 
tions that  are  being  secured  through  the  organization.  As  long  as  we  can  take 
them  in  and  better  their  conditions  without  seriously  jeo])ardizing  our  own  wel- 
fare I  am  i>erfectly  satisfied  to  do  it;  but  T  believe  we  should  do  what  we  can 
to  protect  ourselves.  We  have  got  to  the  point  right  now  where,  uuleSvS  we  can 
reduce  the  hours,  and  if  not  increase,  at  least  maintain  the  present  wages  so 
that  the  work  can  be  distributed  among  all  our  members,  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  them  who  are  going  to  be  without  employment  all  the  time.  Every 
new  member  that  is  added  means  that  much  less  for  the  men  in  the  organization. 

In  our  district  a  transfer  card  coming  from  the  Western  Federation,  where 
a  man  has  worked  in  a  smelter  for  two  years,  or  has  worked  around  on  top  of 
the  mines  for  two  years,  can  go  below  as  a  Ijottom  laborer,  but  he  cannot  go  tu 
the  face  until  he  has  worked  two  years  as  n  miner.  If  he  has  iiot  worked  two 
years  on  toj),  then  he  would  be  compelled  to  work  the  remainder  of  the  two  years 
on  top  or  pay  $50.00  to  go  below  as  a  Viottom  laborer.  Then  he  w^ould  not  go  to 
the  face  until  he  had  worked  two  years  as  a  b<ittom  laborer. 

I  think  that  is  a  fair  proposition  when  you  consider  the  situation  we  arc 
in  at  the  present  time.  The  men  in  the  mines  who  have  improved  wages  and  con- 
ditions ought  to  be  given  the  first  consideration  in  this  matter.  The  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  >\'ill  enable  us  to  deal  with  transfer  ciirds  coming  from 
every  other  union,  not  only  the  W>stern  Federation  of  Miners,  but  every  other 
bona  fide  miners'  union,  as  we  deal  with  our  own  members.  A  man  becomes  a 
top  laborer  in  Illinois  and  works  two  years  before  he  is  allowed  to  go  below.  If 
he  does  not  work  two  years  on  top  he  has  to  pay  $50.00  to  go  below.  Then  he 
must  work  two  years  as  a  bottom  laborer  before  lie  can  go  to  the  face.     There 
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are  already  too  muuy  coul  miners  in  the  mines  to  enable  those  who  are  in  there  to 
make  anything  like  :i  reasonable  living  for  themselves  and  their  families.  I 
would  like  to  see  every  other  branch  of  labor  organized  and  the  wages  and  condi- 
tions of  the  members  made  better ;  but  I  don 't  know  that  it  is  altogether  to  their 
credit  that  they  have  not  organized  the  crafts  they  have  labored  in  during  the 
past. 

This  constitution  as  proposed  by  the  committee  gives  the  Western  Federa- 
tion men  the-name  kind  of  deal  we  give  our  own  members.  I  think  that  is  as  far 
as  we  can  go.  Instead  of  making  any  exceptions  that  may  leave  room  for  a  fur- 
ther influx  of  common  laborers,  when  already  there  is  too  little  work  for  the 
members  of  our  organization,  I  feel  we  can  safely  adopt  this.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  substitute  offered  by  Brother  Morgan. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  move  to  table  the  substitute. 

President  White — Delegate  Green  has  the  floor.  He  was  recognized  before 
you  made  your  motion. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — I  am  really  surprised  that  our  friend.  Delegate 
Heft'erly,  would  get  up  in  front  of  this  delegation  and  attempt  to  make  a  motion 
of  that  kind.  It  occurs  to  me  there  is  in  the  consideration*  of  this  question  a 
principle,  and  that  principle  is  whether  or  not  some  of  the  things  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  have  been  saying  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  dur- 
ing the  past  days  reflect  their  true  sentiments.  It  occurs  to  me  there  is  involved 
in  this  question  a  principle.  Inasmuch  as  we  have  gone  on  record  as  favoring  a 
complete  industrial  organixjition,  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  we  are  now 
^oing  to  show  that  our  action  heretofore  is  inconsistent. 

I  have  stated  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  my  views,  I  have  stated  that 
there  is  uithin  me  a  deeji-seated  conviction,  a  conviction  strong  and  so  powerful, 
that  I  believe  we  shouhl  do  everything  in  our  power  to  hasten  the  time  when 
there  will  be  but  out  niiuers'  organization  on  the  American  continent.  My 
friends.  T  am  one  of  those  who  believe  tiie  principle  as  set  forth  in  the  substi- 
tute offered  by  our  friend  Morgan,  from  the  W^estern  country,  will  do  much 
toward  advancing  the  interest  of  industrial  organization.  I  believe  the  time  has 
come  for  us  to  recognize  industrial  conditions  as  they  are. 

I  understand  full  well  the  force  of  the  argument  of  my  friend  Walker.  My 
friends,  we  have  passed  the  day  long  since  when  we  could  build  a  wall  arouni 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  by  the  adoption  of  any  artificial  amend- 
ment. We  are  too  big  and  the  issue  is  too  clearly  here  now  to  do  that.  I  beli?ve 
111  a  complete,  free,  unrestricted  exchange  of  cards  between  the  W^estern  Feden:- 
tion   of  Miners  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.     T  believe  we  will 
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jjain  more  by  adopting  that  j>olicy,  by  purhuiug  that  method  to  hasten  the  time 
Hhen  there  will  be  but  one  miners'  organization  on  this  continent  than  by  aoj 
uthor  action  we  can  taJte  at  this  time. 

There  had  always  been  a  little  feeling  between  the  two  organizations,  and  if 
we  do  not  adopt  a  free  and  iiiireHtricted  exchange  of  cards  it  will  intensify  thai 
feehng  and  delay  the  time  when  there  will  be  an  amalgamation  of  the  two 
organizations.  For  thepe  reasons,  and  for  other  reasons,  I  believe  we  can  afford 
to  adopt  the  euostitute  offered  by  our  friend  Morgan,  and  thus  take  a  step  for- 
ward iu  promoting  an  industrial  organization  and  bringing  about  one  miners' 
organization  on  the  American  continent. 

Delegate  WaiKcr  (J.  H.) — I  want  to  ask  the  speaker  a  question.  Is  it  not 
true  if  tliis  section  of  the  constitution  is  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee it  will  give  a  free  and  unrestricted  exchange  of  cards  as  far  as  it  affects 
t.o  practical  miners  in  both  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  and  our  organiza- 
tion? 

Delegate  Green,  District  0 — I  don^t  understand  that  it  will.  In  that  ease 
J  >vill  agree  to  it. 

Delegate  Walker  (./.  II.) — I  am  intensely  interested  in  this  matter.  It 
means  much  to  me.  It  means  if  this  is  adopted  we  muat  take  every  cheep  top 
luborer  and  put  him  at  the  face.  Will  this  not  mean  that  top  men  who,  l)ec3Ti-se 
of  conditions  in  their  organizations,  cannot  get  to  the  face  in  their  own  organ- 
izations, will  come  to  any  local  and  have  the  right  to  go  to  the  face  immediately 
without  any  further  restrictions  whatever? 

President  White — Will  Delegate  Green  answer  the  question? 

Delegate  Green — So  far  as  I  am  able  to,  I  will.  I  understand  this  only  re- 
fers to  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  and  lx>na  fide  miners'  unions,  and  will 
not  interfere  with  our  district  laws. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — The  language  of  the  substitute  is  such  that  they 
will  bo  accepted  as  members  of  our  orgaiiizntioii  without  restriction  of  any  kind, 
and  tliMt  means  they  can  go  to  the  face. 

President  White — Let  the  chair  state  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned  that 
the  amendment,  if  it  prevails,  will  only  restrict  the  acceptance  of  transfer  cards 
from  these  unions  so  far  as  time  is  concerned.  In  other  words,  if  the  cards 
presented  to  us — if  I  understand  the  amendment  correctly — are  more  than  three 
months  issued  they  will  not  lie  accepted  by  our  organization  from  any  of  these 
organizations  in  question.  But  so  far  as  financial  consideration  is  concerned. 
men  with  those  cards  will  be  taken  in  without  any  further  payment,  if  the  card?* 
arc  loss  than  three  months  issued. 
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Delegate  Morgan — It  could  not  possibly  change  the  sense  of  the  present 
clause.  They  can  get  in  under  that  by  paying  $5.00.  I  would  like  to  ask  Brother 
Walker  if  they  pay  $5.00  would  he  givo  thoni  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  out- 
side men  in  Illinois  f 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — If  they  have  only  worked  on  top  they  cannot  go 
below  to  the  face  except  by  complying  with  the  requirements  of  our  district  law. 

Delegate  Morgan — My  amendment  does  not  change  that  at  all.  If  Delegate 
Walker  knov/s  anything  about  a  (luartz  miner  he  knows  he  will  not  be  a  good 
coal  miner.  He  never  uses  anything  but  dynamite.  The  same  objection  would 
apply  as  to  the  top  men. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — I  happened  to  be  a  quartz  miner  myself  for  two 
years  and  I  know  something  about  it.  I  am  willing  to  accept  a  practical  quart/, 
miner  as  a  member  of  our  organization.  It  will  only  take  him  a  very  short  time 
to  learn  the  little  things  he  needs  to  know,  after  he  has  graduated  as  a  quartz 
miner. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  12 — I  did  not  move  to  table  the  amendment 
l>ecause  1  wanted  to  do  away  with  a  free  exchange  of  cards.  The  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  is  that  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  and 
other  bona  fide  miners*  organizations  shall  be  admitted  on  the  same  t<*rms  as 
members  of  our  own  organization,  and  that  is  what  I  am  in  favor  of.  I  don't 
want  to  be  quoted  by  Delegate  Cirecn  or  anyone  else  as  being  opposed  to  indus- 
trial organization. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  22-:-The  miners  of  the  West  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  discuss  this  question  relative  to  establishing  a  better  feeling  with  those 
we  have  been  fighting  for  the  j)a«t  twenty-five  years  than  those  of  you  who  are 
located  permanently  in  the  East.  Today  there  is  a  good  feeling  existing  be- 
tween the  Western  Federation  and  ourselves.  The  coal  miners  of  the  Western 
crountry  never  received  any  roirognition  from  the  metalliferous  miners  imtil 
recently.  We  aie  willing  to  abide  by  the  construction  we  have  placed  on  our 
constitution  in  the  past,  and  that  is  if  a  man  in  the  Western  Federation  of  Min- 
ers is  in  good  standing  with  l)is  organization  wo  will  accept  his  card.  If  he  is 
not  in  good  standing  with  his  organization,  regardless  of  the  difference  of  the 
initiation  fee,  we  will  charge  him  an  initiation  fee  of  $10.00. 

For  the  past  eight  or  nine  years  tlio  (piestion  has  been  asked  by  probalily 
500  men  in  regard  tn  my  interpretation  of  this  same  (|uestion.  My  interpreta- 
tion has  been  that  if  a  Western  Fedc'ration  of  Miners'  card  was  [laid  up  I  would 
rf»co|fni25f  the  holder  a"*  in  good  standing;  but  in  tlie  past  our  niembershij*  has 
ilcrilt  us  all  kinds  of  misery  by  plaeinpj  their  own  eonstrnetion  (Hi  the  ear<h.     It* 
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you  wiJl  let  us  have  our  wny  in  the  West  we  will  get  along  very  nicely  with  the 
Western  Federation  of  Minors.  We  haven  't  any  trouble  with  them  now  anri 
for  God's  sake  don't  start  any  on  this  floor!  T  am  willing  to  ao<»ept  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee. 

We  are  unfortunate  to  the  extent  that  we  have  no  minors  *  qualification  Ian 
in  our  country.  We  have  only  boon  organized  about  nine  years,  although  we  aw 
doing  very  nicely  so  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  and  we  hope  when  the  time 
comes  that  we  will  be  prepared  to  say  in  the  Western  country,  as  the  Tllinoi;! 
miners  do,  that  a  man  must  be  competent  to  stand  an  examination  before  we  will 
let  him  go  to  the  face.  1  nm  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  recommendation  of  tho 
committee. 

Delegate  Lawson — The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Morgan  will  do 
away  with  all  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  that 
this  organization  is  trying  to  discriminate  against  them.  I  believe  this  conven- 
tion should  go  on  record  as  showing  there  is  no  discrimination  between  them 
and  our  organization. 

Like  Delegate  (»roen.  I  believe  in  bringing  these  two  great  organ izatioD;: 
closer  together,  and  we  have  been  doing  it  for  a  number  of  years.  If  members 
of  the  Western  Federation  are  compelled  when  they  present  their  cards  in  good 
standing  to  pay  an  initiation  foe  of  $o.00  they  will  want  to  know  why  this  or- 
ganization has  invited  them  to  a  closer  affiliation  with  it.  If  the  central  dis- 
tiicts  tnat  have  been  organized  for  years  understood  this  question  as  well  as  we 
do  in  the  Western  country  they  would  not  ask.  this  organization  to  place  any  re- 
striction on  the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  coming  into  our 
organizfttion.  Tn  my  opinion,  until  tho  central  districts  realize  that  their  only 
protection  i?  in  the  organizations  in  the  outlying  districts  they  will  have  xoa 
many  miners  to  dig  their  coal,  they  will  always  have  a  good  contract  and  no  work, 
and  the  miners  of  the  unorganized  districts  will  have  the  work  without  a  con- 
tract. That  is  one  reason  why  T  believe  the  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted.  It 
nill  show  thot  we  are  consistent,  that  we  mean  what  we  say  when  we  tell  those 
men  we  want  them  to  come  into  our  organization.  The  amendment  wilj  meaD 
that  a  man  who  is  not  in  good  standing  in  his  organization  will  not  be  admit- 
ted to  our  organization  without  paying  an  initiation  fee  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  district. 

The  men  of  the  West  understand  what  this  means.  We  understand  that  w»* 
have  got  to  get  together,  that  tho  fight  of  tho  metalliferous  miners  is  our  fight, 
and  we  have  got  to  got  to  tho  place  where  if  a  nuin  wants  to  leave  the  coal 
mines  and  go  into  the  metalliferous  mines  ho  can  do  so  by  transferring,  and 
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when  he  wants  to  come  back  to  the  coal  mines  he  can  deposit  that  card  and  get  In 
again  without  any  initiation  fee. 

Delegate  Farrington — T  feel  that  some  of  the  members  of  this  delegation 
are  laboring  under  a  false  impression  in  regard  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  Let  us  see  what  the  status  of  the  Western  I'ederation  of  Miners  will 
be  in  the  event  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  is  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention. If  a  man  can  show  that  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Western  Federa- 
tion of  Miners  for  three  months  and  is  a  practical  quartz  miner  he  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  coal  mines  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
without  paying  any  additional  tribute  to  the  miners*  organization.  We  require 
that  same  condition  of  the  members  of  our  own  organization;  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  members  of  the  Western  Federation  want  any  consideration  from  the 
United  Mine  Workers*  organization  other  than  is  given  to  our  own  members. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  ''We  believe  that  there  should  be  unre- 
stricted admittance  into  our  organization  insofar  as  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  are  concerned.  *  *  I  don  *t.  I  don  *t  believe  the  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  smeltermen  and  mill  men  who  are  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  should  be  admitted  to  membership  in  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organi- 
zation and  placed  upon  the  sjime  bosis  un  the  practical  miners  who  are  members 
of  our  organization. 

Brother  Green  has  offered  a  very  eloquent  appeal  to  this  delegation,  but  his 
appeal  is  based  on  a  false  £>r(;iiiif.o.  I  don't  believe  that  even  Brother  Green 
thinks  that  the  mill  men  and  the  sn^eltermen  who  are  members  of  the  Western 
Federation  of  Miners  should  be  a^o^ved  to  fill  up  the  mines  of  Ohio  and  take 
the  places  of  practical  miners  who  are  members  of  our  organization.  I  don't 
believe  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  wants  us  to  do  that.  We  say  to  the 
members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  **If  you  are  practical  quartz 
miners  and  have  been  members  of  your  organization  for  three  months  you  should 
be  admitted  to  our  organization  by  transfer  card  without  the  payment  of  any 
additional  fee. ' '  We  say  that  to  our  o>mi  members.  Why  should  we,  then,  make 
any  exception  insofar  as  members  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  are  con- 
cerned f  That  is  what  the  committee's  recommendation  to  this  convention 
means,  and  it  ought  to  be  adopted  without  any  amendment. 

Delegate  Williams,  District  11 — 1  make  a  motion  that  all  debate  on  this 
subject  cease.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — T  just  want  to  clear  up  one  quetsion,  on  a 
que*'tion  of  personal  privilege. 

M.  Pro.-24. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


740 


President  White — When  this  motion  ia  put  the  chair  will  give  Presidei^^ 
Walker  the  floor  on  a  (luestion  of  pergonal  privilege. 

Delegate  Walker — Brother  Ijawson  Tna<le  a  statement  that  would  leave  tli   *^ 
impression  that  the  position  taken  by  myself  meant  discrimination  against  th^^^ 
Western  Federation  of  Miners.     1  don  *t  want  an  impression  of  this  kind  lef^^ 
in  the  minds  of  this  delegation.    As  siib-di strict  president  of  the  Danville  sub — 
district  during  the  trouble  in  Cripple  Oeok,  T  personally  saw  to  it  that  ythnm 
we  had  $800  in  our  treasury  they  got  $500  of  it.    1  went  to  every  mine  in  that^ 
district  and  got  donations  from  the  men.     I  stood  on  the  floor  of  this  conren— 
tion  and  fought  the  battles  of  the  Western  Federation  when  mighty  few  dele- 
gates cared  to  take  that  position.     J  feel  toward  the  Western  Federation  mep^ 
today  as  I  felt  toward  them  then. 

I  don 't  believe  there  is  a  labor  union  in  the  world  composed  of  men  wittm 
more  red  blood  in  their  veins,  or  men  who  are  willing  to  fight  the  battles  of  la- 
bor *s  cause  more  readily  than  they.  I  know  the  Western  Federation  of  Mineras 
do  not  want  anything  from  us  that  we  are  not  willing  to  give  our  own  memberp- 
1  am  satisfied  if  they  understood  this  matter  as  1  know  it  is  they  would  be  a^- 
anxious  to  prevent  anything  being  done  that  would  be  an  injury  to  our  orgai*  - 
ization  as  we  are  ourselves. 

Delegate  Morgan — I  want  to  ask  a  question  of  the  committee.  It  may  c\e9.T' 
up  the  matter.  Section  8  reads:  **  When  a  person  who  has  not  been  a  niembex" 
of  the  organization  three  months  or  more  sivures  a  transfer  card  from  a  loea^ 
union  in  a  district  where  a  dispensation  has  been  granted,  said  transfer  ca^tl 
shall  not  be  accepted  by  any  local  in  a  different  district  unless  the  holder  agw** 
to  pay  the  difference  between  the  initiation  fee  already  paid  and  the  initiatioi' 
fee  of  the  district  where  he  desires  to  deposit  his  card. ' '  That  elanse^  to  m/ 
mind,  refers  particularly  to  our  own  organization  in  a  district  where  a  dispei**' 
tion  has  been  granted.  The  Western  Federation  does  not  grant  a  dispen**'^" 
of  $5.00.  Five  dollars  is  their  regular  initiation  fee.  .  Is  it  the  intention  of  tb* 
committee  that  a  Western  Federation  man  who  has  been  a  member  for  tkw' 
months  can  come  in  without  any  initiation  fee? 

Delegate  Farrington — Most  assuredly. 

Delegate  Morgan — Then  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Delegate  Farrington — I  thought  you  would  when  you  understood  the  repW* 
of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Scott — WMll  this  apply  to  the  foreign  transfer  cards  as  well  M  *® 
our  own? 

Delegate  Farrington — It  will  apply  to  all  and  every  transfer  card  recei^ 
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f 

Xlnitei  '  Mine  Workers  of  America,  regardless'  of  where  it  comes  from  or 

14  it  •  *^" ' 

le  metl^  ^       ion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
aaident' 

tec:  19-  ^     Transfer  cards  of  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Association  of 

lotia*'^^®  ^^all  not  be  accepted/' 

^^■aaj  wdg  ^£  |.jjg  Article  XV  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 


'  —Strikes— 


)tici'^^^      ^  ^^  made  and  seconded  that  the  delegates  to  the  next  Interna- 
^'^^T   Congress  be  instructed  to  investigate  the  question  of  foreign 

^gi^r  \  White — The  motion  will  not  be  in  order.    That  will  be  a  matter 

\ggJ^         ^  Tes  who  may  be  elected  to  represent  this  organization  to  take  up. 

jj^^   "Wie  ^  legislation  on  that  matter. 

^  "T^**  ^^^ownie,  District  12 — I  want  some  information  in  regard  to  the 

,  -^jj^lIP"®  *^  Kmen 's  Association  of  Nova  Scotia. 

endtfit  -y^*^'^*^>liite — That  will  not  be  in  order  now.     We  are  pretty  familiar 

.    ^50!V  tl?^^^      ^*^y  ^^^'^  ^®^°  doing  up  there. 
V^easufl 

»«id  ke«  ARTICLE  XVI. 

•nccess^, 

"8«csmi,  *'  Witisfii^'o  district  shall  be  permitted  to  engage  in  a  strike  irivolv- 
kBc  lA  ot  %  ^im'*^  timei:  portion  of  its  members  without  the  sanction,  of  an  Inter- 
Bt^MAl (OftieiKi^  1  or  the  International  Executive  Board." 

8irti<n  1  ^^^^  ^*^  Article  XVI  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
■itWe. 

"8et  2,  Districts  may  order   local  strikes  within   their  respective  dis- 

^'icttot^  (  own  responsibility,  but  where  local  strikes  are  to  bo  financed 
^  ^  Ilttt  /nationa]  Union  they  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  International 
^^Cfutite  p^o»oard. " 

8eeti<'^^^Mn  2  of  Article  XVT  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 

•' 'wSec  3.     Strikes   shnll   not   l»c   called   in   any   unorganized   field   without 

^^  i*|!ianction  of  an  International  convention  or  the  International  Executive 

^os^d,  and  no  financial  aid  shall  bo  furnished  by  the  International  Union 

i^  the  support  of  any  strike  until  after  the  strike  has  been  in  effect  six 

Weeks,  unless  otherwise  decided  by  the  International  Executive  Board. ' ' 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  3  of  A 
adopted  as  recommended  hj  the  committee. 

Delegate  Legrue,  District  12 — 1  move  to  amend  by  Btrikii*"  ^^^^'^  ' 
and  inserting  "four"  in  line  6  of  the  section.  apin^^i    ^ 

The  amendment  was  seconded  and  carried,  and  the  ftecticJ"  '^^^^^  ^ 
was  adopted.  V»^^'>-  »« 

"Sfec.  4.    The  International  Executive  Board  shall  dedrle  tf  *^'^^  ^^  -  * 
which  strikes  may  be  financed  by  the  International  Uniofi 
amount  of  relief  to  be  paid  per  member,  involved,  etc- ' ' 

Section  4  of  Article  XVI  was  adopted  as  recommended*  ^'^'^  '^"^  . 
mittee.  P*^*^^  "^ 

"Sec.  5.     When  strikes  are  sanctioned  and  finiuiced  by  the 
Union,  the  International  President  may  appoint ^  subject  tJ^^  ^"'"  ^  ^ 
of  the  International  Executive  Board,  a  representative  of  thJ***  ^^ 

Union,  who  shall  assume  responsibility  for  all  lotcrnation 
pended,  said  representative  to  be  bonded;  amount  of  bond 
by  the  International  Executive  Board,  and  no  billa  shall  ^  ^"'»iWW^^|i 
International  Union  unless  contracted  or  authori]ced  by  Bmil***  °"^  ^^  ^i^ 
or  the  International  Executive  Board. '  *  V 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  5  off*    ^*^  *^''?  ^^Jfl* 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee.  Ibe^ii  «  WMB 

Delegate  Lawson,  District  15 — I  move  to  amend   by^  fromtl      jf 
word  "may"  in  line  3  and  inserting  "shall."     (Seeondoi^**  traa^ftr  ♦  ^^ 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  waF**^^  holder  ^ 

"Sec.  6.     When  strikes  are  financed  by  the  Interna tiou*"^  **'*'  *"'^  r#l 
national  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  furnish  each  loca]  unioa'^^  elauw,  t*- 
port  blauks  on  which  all  expenditures  murt  be  detailed  aa^*'*  *  ^^^^'■' 
blanks,  and  the  recording  secretary  shall  fill  out  said  blanka  t*^  dispen«      ^  .^ 
same  attested  by  the  local  president  and  financial  secretary;  ^ution  ftf      ^^ 
of  the  local  union  and  forward  one  copy  to  the  International  BgF^         ^Lt# 
urer;  one  copy  to  the  International  representative  in  charge  of  the  1  .^d 

retain  one  copy  in  the  local  union  for  future  reference.    Local  ani^         mIM 
to  comply  with  this  section  shall  not  receive  financial  relief  from-  the  ^ 
tional  Union. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  6  of  Article  XVI  be 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Harris,  Distrirt  12 — At  S]>arta,  HI.,  I  sent  out  those  cards.    \  "^ 
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t  to  know  how  it  is  going  to  be  distributed — whether  it  will  go  into  company 
B8  or  not. 

President  White — This  is  dealing  with  International  aid.  Possibly  you  have 
aind  the  aid  that  may  have  been  furnished  by  your  district.  The  district 
HL  have  control  over  its  own  finance  in  the  manner  of  expending  it.  The  In- 
utional  would  have  a  similar  right. 

The  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was  adopted. 
I>elegate  Lawson,  District  15 — I  wish  to  add  a  section  to  this  article,  to  be 
n  as  Section  7,  to  read : 

"*8ec.  7.    The  district  secretary  or  other  representative  appointed  by  the  In- 

vtional  Executive  Board  must  render  a  weekly,  itemized  report  on  blanks 

(■bed  hy  the  International  organization  for  that  purpose.    One  copy  shall 

^ttt  to  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer,  one  to  the  International  repre- 

nphre  in  charge,  and  a  copy  placed  on  file  in  the  district  office."   (Seconded.) 

,  believe  to  be  able  to  keep  a  correct  account  of  the  money  spent  in  the  un- 

^Tawd  portions  of  our  country  the  secretary  should  report  weekly  and  a  copy 

1  be  placed  on  file  in  the  district  and  a  copy  in  the  International  with  the 

■•ry-Treasurer,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  money 

ded,  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  reports  issued  by  the  local  union.    I  think 

ke  a  success  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this  kind  of  report  be  submit- 

leh  week.    We  have  this  kind  of  proposition  in  our  district  and  it  has 

^    I  very  satisfactorily.    The  International  Secretary  and  other  officers  can 

it  at  any  time  how  much  money  is  being  expended  and  for  what  it  is  being 

^fee  section  was  adopted  as  read  by  Delegate  Lawson. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 
||  — Organizers — 

"Section  1.  Organizers'  commissions  must  be  signed  by  the  International 
jtident  and  attested  by  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer.'* 

Seetion  1  of  Article  XYII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec  2.  International  Organizers  shall  work  under  the  direction  of  the  In- 
natioiial  President  or  the  International  Executive  Board,  and  shall  have 
bority  to  visit  any  local  union  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Mine 
rkers,  when  directed  by  the  pro])er  authority  to  do  so." 

Section  2  of  Article  XVII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Se^^tloD  3  of  ^ 
adopted  as  recommended  bj  the  committee. 

Delegate  Legnie,  District  12 — I  move  to  amend  by  striki 
and  inserting  "four"  in  line  6  of  the  section. 

Tho  amendment  was  seconded  and  carried^  and  the  8ecti<^ 
was  adopted. 

"Sfec.  4.    The  International  Executive  Board  shall  de<;i(le  i 
which  strikes  may  be  financed  by  the  Internationa]  Union ; 
amount  of  relief  to  be  paid  per  member,  involved,  etc. "  , 

Section  4  of  Article  XVI  was  adopted  as  recommended?  *'^    i*^^ 
mittee.  **""«'* 

"Sec.  5.     When  strikes  are  sanctioned  and  financed  by  thi 
Union,  the  International  President  may  appointp  subject 
of  the  International  Executive  Board,  a  represeiitative  of 
Union,  who  shall  assume  responsibility  for  all  InternatiOTu 
ponded,  said  representative  to  be  bonded;  amount  of  bond  t^*^"  "^*^ 
by  the  International  E'xecutive  Board,  and  no  bills  shall  '  ^'^^ ' 


) 


in  of  1 


International  Union  unless  contracted  or  authorised  by  &n 


t.i 


iir  *y^ 


I 


or  the  International  Executive  Board. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  5  of  !     ^^^^^^0* 

feen  a  HOT 

^  from  al      M 
may"  in  line  3  and  inserting  ** shall."     (Seconde^  i*nii»iw  ►^^^ 


adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Lawson,  District  15 — I  move  to  amend  by 
word  "may"  in  line  3  and  insertinir  ** shall."     (Secondei*  transfer 


The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  waf^®  ,     ,^ 

**8ec.  6.     When  strikes  are  financed  by  the  Tnternatiocf^  *^  ^"'**^* ,»! 

national  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  furnish  each  local  udiodC  V"  J^^ 

port  blanks  on  which  all  expenditures  must  be  det  oiled  as^T^  *  *^3^' 

w-  ^dii*pea|P'^ 


blanks,  and  the  recording  secretary  shall  fill  out  said  blanks 


ition  iH^' 


for  ll^ 


same  attested  by  the  local  president  and  financial  secretary; 
of  the  local  union  and  forward  one  copy  to  the  IpterrraHonal 
urer;  one  copy  to  the  International  representative  in  charge  of  the  t 
retain  one  copy  in  the  local  union  for  future  reference.    Local  tmii 
to  comply  with  this  section  shall  not  receive  financial  relief  from  the 
tional  Union. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  6  of  Article  XVI 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Harris,  District  12 — At  Sparta,  111.,  I  sent  out  those  cards. 


^ 
^ 


the^A 
[beaM 
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to  know  how  it  is  going  to  be  distributed — whether  it  will  go  into  company 
I  or  not. 

Pt«8ident  Wliite — This  is  dealing  with  International  aid.    Possibly  you  have 
bid  the  aid  that  may  have  been  furnished  by  your  district.     The  district 

I  have  control  over  its  own  finance  in  the  manner  of  expending  it.    The  In- 
tional  would  have  a  similar  right. 

Pile  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Lawson,  District  15 — I  wish  to  add  a  section  to  this  article,  to  be 

II  as  Section  7,  to  read: 

*  8oc.  7.    The  district  secretary  or  other  representative  appointed  by  the  In- 
tional  Executive  Board  must  render  a  weekly,  itemized  report  on  blanks 
Aed  by  the  International  organization  for  that  purpose.    One  copy  shall 
« to  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer,  one  to  the  International  repre- 
live  in  charge,  and  a  copy  placed  on  file  in  the  district  office."   (Seconded.) 
lieiieve  to  be  able  to  keep  a  correct  account  of  the  money  spent  in  the  un- 
used portions  of  our  country  the  secretary  should  report  weekly  and  a  copy 
'     be  placed  on  file  in  the  district  and  a  copy  in  the  International  with  the 
^Niy-Treasurer,  so  that  he  may  bo  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  money 
M,  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  reports  issued  by  the  local  union.    I  think 
W  a  success  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this  kind  of  report  be  submit- 
eh  week.    We  have  this  kind  of  proposition  in  our  district  and  it  has 
▼ery  satisfactorily.     The  International  Secretary  and  other  officers  can 
;  at  any  time  how  much  money  is  being  expended  and  for  what  it  is  being 

^e  section  was  adopted  as  read  by  Delegate  Lawson. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 
i 

||  — Organizers — 

^'Section  1.     Organizers'  commispions  must  be  signed  by  the  International 

ddent  and  attested  by  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer. ' ' 

Seetion  1  of  Article  XVII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec  2.     International  Organizers  shall  work  under  the  direction  of  the  In- 

fttional   President  or   the   International  Executive  Board,   and   shall  have 

ority  to  visit  any  local  union  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Mine 

^ers,  when  directed  by  the  proper  authority  to  do  so.  * ' 

Section  2  of  Article  XVII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 
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ABTICLE  XVIIT. 


— Charges  and  Method  of  Trials — 

' '  Section  1.  Wher  any  officer  of  the  organization  other  than  local  la  charged 
with  an  alleged  official  offense  against  the  organization  or  anj  of  its  members, 
the  charge  must  be  lodged  \vith  the  Executive  Board  of  the  branch  of  which  be 
is  an  officer  and  the  decision  of  said  Executive  Board  shall  close  the  ease  inaoftr 
as  such  tribunal  is  concerned;  but  should  the  accused  or  his  accuser  be  dis- 
satisfied with  the  decision  of  the  tribunal  first  trying  the  case,  either  shall  have 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  next  highest  tribunal  in  authority  and  so  on  until  a 
final  decision  is  reached,  as  provided  in  Section  3  of  Article  III." 

Section  1  of  Article  XYIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

* '  Sec.  2.  When  any  local  officer  or  any  member  not  an  officer  is  accused  of 
violating  any  of  the  organization's  laws  or  of  any  transgression  against  the 
organization  or  any  of  its  officers  or  members,  the  charge  must  be  first  lodged 
with  and  prosecuted  before  the  local  union  of  which  the  alleged  offender  is  a 
member  and  the  decision  of  the  local  union  shall  close  the  case  in  so  far  as  that 
tribunal  is  concerned,  but  should  the  accused  or  his  accuser  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  decision  of  the  tribunal  first  trying  the  case,  either  shall  have  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  next  highest  tribunal  in  authority  and  so  on  until  a  final  deeinon 
is  reached  as  provided  in  Section  3  of  Article  III." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  2  of  Article  XVIII  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

A  Delegate — Will  that  prevent  a  member  who  has  pleaded  guilty  from  ap- 
pealing his  case? 

President  White — If  a  man  pleaded  guilty  and  he  got  justice  there  he  would 
have  no  case  to  appeal. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  12 — Suppose  I  was  charged  by  a  member 
of  a  local  union  with  committing  a  crime  and  I  pleaded  guilty  to  that  chaige. 
J  might,  be  able,  notwithstanding  that  fact,  to  show  extenuating  ciremnstanees. 
It  may  be  that  after  pleading  guilty  a  member  of  the  local  union  would  be  fined 
or  penalized  to  an  extent  not  justified ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  be  bad 
pleaded  guilty,  he  should  bo  allowed  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  any  court 
rhat  has  tried  him.  I  believe  whether  a  man  has  pleaded  guilty  or  not  the  whole 
circumstances  should  be  reviewed  upon  appeal  to  a  higher  court.  It  may  be  if 
1  had  a  bunch  of  friends  there  in  control  the  local  would  agree  not  to  fine  me  at 
all,  and  the  other  side  would  have  a  right  to  take  the  case  up. 

Delegate  Farriiigtoii,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — If  a  member  is  penalized 
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f>y  tKe  local  because  of  having  pleaded  guilty  and  he  finds  later  there  were  ex- 
tenuating circumstances  that  did  not  warrant  his  pleading  guilty,  he  would 
take  another  appeal  to  the  local  union  and  it  would  be  another  case  entirely. 

Secretary  Perry — A  man  should  have  a  right  to  appeal,  even  though  he 
pleads  guilty.  The  punisliment  may  be  excessive  and  he  has  a  right  to  appeal 
from  it. 

President  White — So  far  as  pleading  guilty  is  concerned,  the  chair  is  of 
the  opinion  there  is  no  necessity  of  appeal.  If  the  local  union  goes  beyond  the 
bounds  of  reason  in  inflicting  punishment  upon  the  member,  in  that  event,  as  the 
Secretary  says,  he  can  make  his  appeal  to  the  local  union  on  the  ground  of  exces- 
sive punishment,  and  then  from  that  go  forward  and  make  his  appeal. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
earned. 

"Sec.  3.  When  sub-district  conventions  are  in  session,  they  shall  be 
recognized  as  an  intermediary  trial  tribunal  between  the  sub-district  and 
district  executive  board,  and  district  conventions  in  session  shall  be  recog- 
nized as  an  intermediary  trial  tribunal  between  the  district  and  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board,  and  International  conventions,  in  session,  may  as- 
some  the  functions  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  but  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  any  case  pi*osecuted  under  this  article  has  been  unnecessarily 
delayed  on  account  of  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  sub-district,  district  or  In- 
ternational convention,  said  conventions  shall  refuse  to  consider  the  case, 
and  shall  refer  it  back  to  the  respective  executive  board  without  prejudice." 

Section  3  of  Article  XYIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

**8ec.  4.  When  it  is  proved  that  either  party  to  a  case  has  wilfully 
failed  to  appear  before  the  proper  tribunal  for  a  hearing,  after  receiving 
offieial  notice  to  do  so,  the  case  shall  be  decided  in  favor  of  the  party  so 
appAearing  and  no  appeal  shall  be  allowed,  and  if  neither  party  appears,  the 
ease  shall  be  closed  by  default. '  * 

Section  4  of  Article  XYIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

*'8ec.  5.  The  tribunal  first  trying  any  oflicer  or  member  for  any  offense 
against  the  organization,  except  as  elsewhere  herein  provided,  shall  have 
the  right  to  fix  the  penalty  for  the  offense,  and  if  sustained,  compliance 
with  the  penalty  so  imposed  will  be  the  only  basis  upon  which  the  offender 
ran  regain  good  standing  in  the  organization." 
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Section  5  of  Article  XV 11 1  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com 
mittee. 

''Sec.  6.  The  foregoing  sections  of  this  article  shall  not  prohibit  tbe 
enforcement  of  pi^nalties  as  provided  elsewhere  in  this  constitution.  Neither 
shall  they  prohibit  the  use  of  the  right  of  recall  as  proTided  by  Seetios 
30  of  Article  XI." 

Section  6  of  Article  XVIII  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 
— Official  Journal — 

* '  Section  1.  The  United  Mine  Workers '  Journal,  official  organ  of  the 
organization,  shall  be  issued  from  headquarters  on  Thursday  of  each  week. 
It  shall  be  a  medium  for  circulating  news  of  interest  to  the  craft;  shall 
publish  from  time  to  time  tbe  important  transactions  of  the  organixatioDf 
general  mining  and  trade  news,  copies  of  official  circulars  and  financial  re- 
ports. 

' '  It  shall  be  neutral  in  politics  and  non -sectarian  in  religion.  It  shall  he 
dignified  in  tone  and  shall  discuss  principles  rather  than  men,  and  under 
no  circumstances  shall  it  be  used  to  assail  the  official  act  of  any  member 
of  the  trade  union  movement,  when  such  act  is  in  harmony  with  the  instme- 
tions  of  his  constituency.  Neither  shall  it  be  used  to  assail  the  character 
of  any  member  of  the  trade  union  movement,  but  shall  be  a  conahrtent 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  modem  labor  unions." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  1  of  Article  XlX  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Pogozzi,  District  5 — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word 
''week"  Ihe  words  ''published  in  the  English  and  Italian  langoages.'* 
(Seconded.)  # 

Delegate  Carrage,  District  21 — I  arose  to  make  the  same  amendment  1 
would  like  to  speak  on  it  now.  I  believe  the  convention  should  consider  tbe  mat* 
ter  carefully.  We  have  heard  it  stated  before  that  brothers  have  expressed  ibe 
opinion  that  our  organization  must  be  taught  good  principles;  bnt  we  have  BOt 
made  any  provision  in  regard  to  our  foreign  members  who  cannot  speak  or  read 
the  English  language.  For  that  reason  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  tbat 
tbe  official  organ,  the  Mine  Workers'  Journal,  be  published  in  the  Italian  lan- 
guage, and  if  desired,  in  any  other  foreign  language  that  is  justified  by  tbe  num- 
ber of  members  speaking  that  language. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


747 

I  am  satisfied  that  a  majority  of  our  delegates  in  this  conventiou  probably 
have  had  the  same  experience  I  have  had.  A  publication  of  that  kind  would 
benefit  us  in  different  ways.  We  have  some  of  the  foreigners  organized,  but  we 
have  not  altogether  educated  them  in  the  principles  of  our  union.  We  haven't 
all  of  them  organized.  ]  f  we  have  a  publication  of  that  kind  we  can  send  it  into 
a  camp  where  an  organizer  cannot  go.  Literature  can  go  into  a  camp  where  the 
organizers  cannot  go.  I  desire  to  express  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
and  I  wish  t..e  delegation  would  take  into  very  serious  consideration  the  way  in 
which  we  will  be  benefited  and  act  on  this  intelligently. 

Delegate  Matty,  District  7 — I  desire  to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  if  I  am  in  order,  that  the  Journal  be  printed  also  in  the  Slav- 
ish, Polish  and  Irish  languages. 

President  White — The  Irish  have  all  got  jobs  and  would  not  be  able  to 
edit  it. 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.),  District  12 — I  move  as  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  ''men"  in  line  3  of  the  second  paragraph. 
(Seconded.) 

President  White — There  is  an  amendment  before  the  house  now.  The 
amendment  is  to  add  in  the  third  line  after  the  word  ''week,''  "and  shall  be 
published  in  the  English  and  Italian  languages. ' ' 

Delegate  Hickle,  District  6 — I  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
that  it  shall  be  published  also  in  the  Slavish  language.  If  you  insert  the  Italian 
language  you  must  go  farther.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Ryscavage — I  believe  this  case  ought  to  be  considered  very  thor- 
oughly by  the  delegates  in  this  convention.  If  we  adopt  the  amendment  to  pro- 
vide for  publishing  the  Journal  in  the  Italian  language  you  must  go  farther 
and  provide  for  publishing  it  in  other  foreign  l.iiiguages. 

Delegate  Susnar — Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Derogates :  I  think  before  you 
vote  on  the  amendment  you  should  consider  this  very  carefully.  Personally  I 
would  be  in  favor  of  it  if  there  is  any  posibility  of  publishing  the  Mine  Wojk- 
ers'  Journal,  not  only  in  the  Italian  and  Slavish,  but  in  every  other  language. 
We  have  men  of  different  nationalities  who  cannot  read  English;  but  it  appcirs 
to  me  this  matter  cannot  be  settled  in  the  convention.  We  have  thousands  ajil 
thousands  of  men  who  cannot  road  either  Italian  or  tlie  English  language.  We 
have  Slavish,  Lithuanian,  Hungarian,  Russian  and  other  people,  probably  fifte(Mi 
of  twenty  different  nationalities.  1  think  the  whole  subject  matter  should  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  International  Executive  Board  to  investigate  and  find 
ont  the  percentage  of  Italian,  Slavish,  Polish,  Hungarian  and  Russian  people  in 
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the  orgauization.  When  they  discover  the  percentage  of  each  nationalitj  it  is 
right  that  they  should  have  once  a  week  or  twice  a  week  a  paper  published  for 
those  members;  but  if  it  is  published  in  only  the  Italian  and  Slaviab  languages 
it  would  appear  as  though  we  were  discriminating  against  the  other  nationali- 
ties. 

I  think  the  whole  subject  matter  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Inter- 
national Executive  Board  and  the  district  officers  to  investigate  carefully.  The 
time  is  near  when  we  should  have  papers  in  the  foreign  languages,  but  it  is  not 
right  to  publish  our  official  Journal  in  the  languages  of  one  or  two  nationalities 
and  not  in  the  languages  of  the  others. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  12 — While  I  do  not  mean  that  I  am  opposed  to 
the  amendment,  I  think  it  should  go  a  little  farther  and  provide  that  every  man 
who  belongs  to  the  United  Mine  Workers  should  take  the  United  Mine  Workers' 
Journal  and  pay  for  it  as  he  pays  his  dues.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  that.  We 
have  lived  now  about  twenty-three  years  and  we  have  never  yet  seen  the  time 
when  our  official  organ  paid  for  itself.  1  tried  to  get  a  resolution  through  this 
morning  providing  that  each  local  take  three  copies,  and  you  voted  it  down.  Now 
if  you  are  going  to  have  a  book  made  out  of  it  for  all  the  different  nationalities 
— and  1  do  not  object  to  it,  I  think  wc  need  something  of  that  character— we 
ought  to  be  in  favor  of  every  mine  worker  taking  a  copy  of  it  so  there  will  be 
something  behind  the  new  move. 

Delegate  Eobb,  District  11 — There  has  been  no  great  desire  manifested  on 
The  part  of  the  foreign  element  to  have  the  Journal  published  in  their  languages. 
It  will  require  a  lot  of  money  to  print  the  Journal  in  different  languagee,  and 
unless  you  have  the  subscriptions  you  cannot  do  it.  I  don't  think  it  will  he  a 
wise  course  to  adopt  the  amendment.  If  the  foreign-speaking  people  would  make 
up  their  minds  and  manifest  a  wilUngness,  by  offering  subscriptions  and  signing 
petitions  to  send  to  a  convention  of  this  kind  something  might  be  done,  but  1 
don  't  think  anything  of  the  kind  should  be  done  now. 

Delegate  Pogozzi — The  manager  of  the  Journal  told  me  some  time  ago  that 
he  had  received  letters  from  Italians  all  over  the  country  saying  they  wanted 
the  Journal  printed  in  their  language. 

Delegate  Matty,  District  7 — Just  a  few  years  ago  this  convention  adopted  a 
motion  that  if  enough  subscribers  were  secured  for  any  language  the  Mine 
Workers'  Journal  would  be  printed  in  that  language.  That  opportunity  wsi 
given  to  us.  International  Secretary  Wilson  sent  a  statement  out  to  every 
local  union,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  the  anthracite  field.  We  tried,  but  could  not 
get  enough  signers,  and  we  did  not  get  the  Journal  printed  in  the  foreign  Ian- 
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guages.  The  same  thing  has  arisen  year  after  year.  The  Italian  people  would 
like  to  have  the  Journal  in  their  language,  but  it  seems  they  cannot  get  enough 
subscribers.  The  Slavish  people  would  like  it.  The  International  treasury  pays 
half  the  expense  of  the  Journal  now.  If  there  is  anything  to  be  printed  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  best  to  have  it  printed  in  the  English  language. .  This  thing  of 

* '  give  us  the  Journal  in  our  own  language ! ' '  comes  up  every  year  like  a  mush- 

♦ 
room.    If  I  want  my  language  I  will  go  back  to  Europe  where  I  came  from. 

Delegate  Gaffney,  District  6 — I  represent  a  local  union  that  has  about 
500  Polish  people^  and  I  think  it  is  nothing  but  right 'if  you  are  going  to  print 
it  in  Italian,  to  print  it  in  tiieir  language. 

Delegate  Dougherty,  District  9 — I  move  to  table  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Helm,  District  25 — I  move  to  table  the  amendment  to  print  in  the 
Italian  language.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Di;legate  McDonald  (P.),  District  12 — Inasmuch  as  there  has  been  a  little 
time  consumed  since  I  offered  the  former  amendment,  I  will  offer  a  little  differ- 
ent one.  I  move  you  that  we  substitute  Section  1  of  Article  XV  of  the  former 
constitution  in  lieu  of  the  section  offered  by  the  committee,  as  follows: 

"The  United  Mine  Workers*  Journal,  official  organ  of  the  organization, 
shall  be  issued  on  Thursday  of  each  week  from  headquarters.  It  shall  be  the 
medium  for  circulating  the  news  of  interest  to  the  craft;  shall  publish  from  time 
to  time  the  important  transactions  of  the  organization,  general  mining  and  trade 
news,  together  with  copies  of  official  circulars  and  financial  reports,  and  other 
matters  of  general  interest.  It  shall  be  neutral  in  politics,  non-sectarian  in  re- 
ligion, dignified  in  tone,  and  a  consistent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  modern 
trades  organizations. ' '     (Seconded.) 

My  reason  for  offering  this  as  a  substitute  for  the  other  clause  is  that  it 
goes  as  far  as  is  necessaiy  to  protect  the  membership  from  the  impositions  of 
anybody,  including  the  editor,  and  T  think  would  give  much  better  satisfaction 
than  the  c«au8e  as  suggested  by  the  committee.  The  clause  submitted  by  the 
committee  to  a  certain  extent  gags  the  editor  when  it  states  "under  no  circum- 
stances shall  it  bo  used  to  assail  the  official  act  of  any  member  of  the  trade  union 
movement,  when  such  act  is  in  harmony  with  the  instructions  of  his  constitu- 
ency. Neifher  shall  it  be  used  to  assail  the  character  of  any  member  of  the  trade 
union  movem»»nt,  but  shall  be  a  consistent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  modern 
labor  unions." 

I  have  no  desire  to  see  the  editor  or  anyone  else  assail  the  character  or  the 
ret  of  I  member  or  officer  of  the  organization,  but  at  times  some  of  us  are  liable 
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to  make  a  mistake  and  that  mistake  cannot  be  gotten  before  the  membership  in 
defense  of  the  man  who  is  wronged  unless  he  has  a  right  to  reply  throng^  the 
columns  of  the  Journal.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as  one  member,  if  I  do 
anyining  wrong  I  invite  criticism  through  the  columns  of  the  Mine  Workers' 
Journal,  and  if  anybody  else  does  wrong  I  want  the  right  to  criticifle  him 
through  the  columns  of  the  Journal.  Criticising  an  individual  is  not  assailing 
him,  but  some  of  us  seem  to  find  it  hard  to  see  the  difference  between  criticising 
a  member  and  assailing  him. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — The  language  of  the  substitute  offered  by 
Delegate  McDonald  is  the  same  as  the  language  in  the  clause  offered  by  the  com- 
mittee in  reference  to  the  portion  I  want  to  amend.  It  reads :  "  It  shall  be  neu- 
tral in  politics  and  non-sectarian  in  religion.''  I  want  to  amend  to  read:  ''It 
shall  be  con-sectarian  in  religion  and  serve  the  political  interests  of  our  mem- 
bers and  the  general  movement. ' ' 

Delegate  McDonald — I  will  accept  the  amendment. 

Delegate  Bittner — I  rise  to  speak  against  the  substitute  as  amended  and  in 
favor  of  the  committee's  report.  The  speaker  states  that  he  believes  any  mem- 
)>er  of  the  organization  should  have  the  right  to  criticise  any  official  act — 

Delegate  Walker — I  want  to  raise  a  point  of  order.  At  the  present  time 
only  the  amendment  to  the  substitute  is  in  order. 

President  White — The  substitute  and  the  amendment  are  before  the  house. 
Brother  McDonald  offered  the  section  now  before  the  house  in  lieu  of  the  entire 
section  of  the  committee's  report.  You  have  offered  an  amendment.  The  chair 
sustains  the  right  to  make  an  amendment  because  Secretary  McDonald  offered 
an  entire  new  section. 

Delegate  Walker — I  think  the  amendment  should  be  disposed  of. 

Delegate  Bittner — Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  confine  myself  as  closely  as  possible 
to  the  amendment. 

Delegate  Green — Has  the  chair  ruled  that  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate 
McDonald  can  be  amended! 

President  i^ite — He  is  offering  the  section  in  lieu  of  the  entire  section  of 
the  committee. 

Delegate  Green — As  a  substitute! 

President  White — Yes. 

Delegate  Green — Can  that  be  amended? 

President  White — Yes,  because  he  is  offering  it  in  lieu  of  the  entire  report 
of  the  committee.    If  the  chair  did  not  permit  of  the  amendment  of  the  substi- 
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tute  it  would  preclude  making  a  clear  expression  of  the  point  sought.  If  the 
substitute  was  offered  in  any  other  manner  the  chair  would  hold  otherwise. 

Delegate  Green — Brother  McDonald  accepted  the  amendment  offered  by  Del- 
egate Walker  as'  a  part  of  his  substitute.    That  is  proper  and  right. 

President  White — The  substitute  could  not  be  amended  under  the  ordinary 
method  of  procedure.  That  is  the  chair's  ruling,  and  Delegate  Qreen  knows  the 
rules  of  the  house. 

Delegate  Bittner — As  J  said  before,  I  am  opposed  to  the  substitute  offered 
and  to  the  amendment  that  was  accepted  as  a  part  of  the  substitute.  I  am  not 
averse  to  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal  being  used  as  a  political  organ  of 
this  organization  when  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  say  when  and 
how  that  organ  shall  be  used  in  a  political  way.  But,  so  far  as  the  Mine  Work- 
ers'  Journal  is  concerned,  T  am  opposed  to  the  editor  of  that  JouVnal,  regardless 
of  what  party  he  may  be  affiliated  with,  imposing  his  political  views  upon  the 
piembership  of  this  organization  as  the  political  views  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

I  desire  to  say  that  if  you  allow  the  substitute  to  pass  without  any  qualifica- 
tion, regardless  of  what  a  majority  of  the  membership  in  a  certain  district  of  our 
union  may  do  in  a  political  way,  regardless  of  who  they  may  endorse  as  a  can- 
didate for  a  political  position,  it  leaves  it  optional  with  the  editor  of  the  Jour- 
nal whether  or  not  those  political  views  shall  be  expressed  in  the  Mine  Workers' 
Journal.  And,  so  far  as  assailing  or  criticising  the  official  act  of  any  member 
of  the  organization  in  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal  is  concerned,  that 
Journal  was  never  intended  as  a  court  for  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 
If  there  is  any  officer  or  member  of  this  organization  who  conunits  a  mistake 
there  are  proper  tribunals  in  the  organization  for  the  cas^'ip  be  heard  and  the 
decision  there  rendered  that  will  conserve  the  best  interests  of 'the  members. 

The  question  of  assailing  the  official  acts  of  an  oAeer  of  the  organization, 
when  such  official  acts  are  under  *the  direction  of  his  constituents,  is  far  differ- 
ent than  criticising  the  policy  of  a  certain  official.  What  right  yould  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Journal  have  to  publish  an  article  that  would  say  that  the  mine  work- 
ers here  had  asked  for  some  unjust  demand  in  asking  for  an  advance  of  10 
cents  per  ton  in  wages;  or,  if  it  was  decided  that  a  general  strike  or  a  strike 
of  another  nature  should  be  called  by  this  convention,  and  the  President  of  this 
organization  was  acting  in  accordance  with  those  instructions — what  right  would 
the  editor  of  the  United  Mine  Worl^ers'  Journal  have  to  say  the  President  was 
wrong  and  doing  something  ngainst  the  best  interests  of  the  members  of  our 
organization  t 
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Tliat  is  the  waj  the  committee  looked  at  this  matter.  There  is  a  difference 
between  criticising  the  act  of  an  official,  or  the  policy  of  an  official,  and  eritieis- 
ing  his  act  when  he  is  directed  by  his  constituents  to  perform  a  certain  matter 
pertaining  to  the  organization.  And,  my  friends,  when  a  man  has  to  build  his 
reputation  in  this  organization,  either  as  editor  of  the  Journal  or  in  any  other 
position,  upon  his  ability  to  assail  the  acts  of  other  men,  then  I  say  to  you  the 
Journal  is  not  going  to  be  much  up.e  to  the  membership  of  this  organization. 
If  that  is  allowed  T  can  write  an  article  assailing  the  character  of  a  man — al- 
though I  know  the  character  of  that  man  through  the  United  Mine  Workers' 
Journal,  and  next  week  some  other  fellow  will  come  out  with  an  answer  to  it, 
and  if  you  want  to  carry  all  the  articles  pertaining  to  these  criticisms  one  way 
and  the  other,  that  is  all  the  matter  you  can  have  in  your  official  Journal. 

Many  things  have  appeared  in  the  official  Journal  during  the  paat  number 
of  months  that  I  did  not  like,  and  I  could  have,  and  many  other  men  could  have, 
filled  the  Journal  with  such  stuff  and  with  answers  to  what  was  printed;  but  I 
consider  that  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal  means  something  more  to  the 
members  of  this  organization,  and  for  that  reason,  and  thinking  that  these  arti- 
cles were  not  worth  answering  and  should  not  have  been  published  in  the  Jour- 
nal, I  did  not  answer  them.  The  membership  of  the  organization,  seeing  those 
articles  unanswered,  would  assume  that  was  the  policy  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

Ah  I  said  in  the  beginning,  there  is  a  difference  between  publishing  political 
news  that  is  of  interest  to  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  and  allowing 
an  editor,  regardless  of  whg  he  may  be,  to  publish  his  own  political  views  and 
assuming  those  are  the  political  views  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

A  point  of  order  was  raised  to  any  further  discussion,  as  the  hour  for  ad- 
journing had  arrived. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the 
convention  remain  in  session  until  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
is  completed.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hughes — I  move  to  table  the  motion. 

President  White — You  cannot  tiible  a   motion   to  suspend. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  398  in  the  negative  to  214  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

President  White — We  must  make  arrangements  for  our  meetings  next  week. 
I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  we  cannot  get  this  hall  next  week;  that 
another  convention  has  it  engaged.  We  should  have  some  way  to  notify  the 
delegates  where  we  can  meet. 
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Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  wove  that  the  officers  be  authorized  to  get  the 
German  House,  and  if  they  do  not  secure  it  to  place  placards  in  all  the  hotels 
stating  where  we  will  meet.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Walker,  District  112 — I  move  to  amend  by  adding  after  words 
"German  House*'  **or  in  the  event  of  failure  to  secure  that  hall,  any  other 
suitable  haU." 

Delegate  Lewis — I  will  accept  that. 

President  White — All  these  motions  are  out  of  order  because  the  motion  to 
suspend  did  not  prevail.    We  will  try  to  arrange  for  a  hall. 

Delegate  Germer — I  think  we  might  stay  in  session  a  few  more  minutes. 
I  have  a  resolution  I  would  like  to  get  unanimous  consent  to  introduce. 

President  White — The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  not  carried,  and 
you  cannot  introduce  your  resolution. 

Delegate  Dabbs,  Local  10.56,  and  Delegate  Megolin,  Local  1056,  stated  thnt 
they  desired  to  have  their  names  added  to  the  list  of  those  voting  in  favor  of  re- 
ferring the  question  of  a  two-yeiar  term  of  office  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the 
membership. 

At  5:15  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  the  call  of 
the  chairman. 


ELEVENTH  DAY-AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  January 
31,  Vice-President  Hayes  in  the  chair. 

Secretary  Perry  read  the  following  communications: 

**Duquoin,  111.,  January  27,  1912. 
' '  To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.,  and  the  State  Executive  Board  and  Members  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

'^ Greeting:  We,  the  members  of  the  family  of  Phillip  Davis,  and  his 
other  relatives,  in  token  of  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  kind  and  consid- 
erate treatment  accorded  to  our  father,  husband  and  brother,  take  this 
means  of  assuring  you,  one  and  all,  that  your  actions  in  the  matter  will 
'  always  be  upon  our  minds  and  in  our  hearts.  Such  kindness,  such  considera- 
tion on  your  part  make  the  blow  less  hard  to  bear,  the  loss  less  hard  to  think 
of  and  endure. 

MES.   PHILIP   DAVIS   AND  CHILDREN, 
THOS.  AND  MARY  A.  SMITH, 
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SAMUEL  AND  MATTIB  MILLS, 

DAVID  JOHNS  AND  WIFE, 

MR.  AND  MRS.  R.  J.  SHERWOOD, 

MRS.  CALLIE  LYNCH, 

CHAS.  JEREMIAH, 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  JEREMIAH, 

MR.  AND  MRS.  EDMUN  JEREMIAH, 

MRS.  JOHN  JEREMIAH  AND  FTRNLY,  Jr., 

MR.  AND  MRS.  MILLARD  LYNCH, 

MRS.  SOLOMON  JEREMIAH,  Wife, 

MR.  AND  MRS.  FRED  H.  KENNEDY, 

THOS.  JEREMIAH, 

MR.  AND  MRS.  VOICE. 

.  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  29,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  U.  M.  W.'  of  A.,  in  Convention  Assembler 

We,  the  undersigned  delegates  to  this  convention,  respectfully  petition 
convention  to  pass  such  constitutional  aniendments  as  will  pennit  the  publi** 
ing  of  one  page  of  the  U.  M.  W.  Journal  in  the  Italian  and  one  in  the  Slan 
language. 

EMILIO  LALFO,  L.  U.  No.  385. 

MATTHEW  VITTON,  L.  U.  No.  1523. 

JOE  CARRAGE,  L.  U.  No.  1191. 

JOHN  BERTHO,  L.  U.  No.  1430. 

PHIL  AMBERGER,  L.  U.  No.  1787. 

ALEX  SUSNAR,  L.  U.  No.  1190. 

JOHN  SELLISH,  L.  U.  No.   1197. 

HENRY  RENDIS,   L.  U.  No.  665. 

J.  A.  WILSON,  L.  U.  No.  1017. 

WALTER  WILLIAMS,  L.  U.  No.  188. 

T.  H.  GRAHAM,  L.  U.  No.  678. 

WM.  McCLURE,  L.  U.  No.  1031. 

JOSEPH  CHIRILLO,  L.  U.  No.  1108. 

JOE  CASTRADALE,  L.  U.  No.  1829. 

FRANK  MURPHY,  L.  U.  No.  2601. 

CARMINE  PIEZZI,  L.  U.  No.  291. 

ENDLE  DI  GIACONO,  L.  U.  No.  1276. 

SAM  FORMASIO,  L.  U.  No.  2018. 
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JOSEPH  ROMEO,  L.  U.  No.  2296. 

GENO  PERRI,  L.  V.  No.  1051. 

ERIO  VAGLIENTI,  L.  U,  No.  2080. 

ALBINO  FONDRIEST,  L.  U.  No.  966. 

TOM  MUSS,  L.  U.  No.  2763. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  29,  1912. 
Ungates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
y  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution  for  your  consideration: 
IS,  We,  as  delegates,  accepted  the  invitation  to  attend  the  banquet 
c  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  Lodge  No.  17,  in  Indianapolis,  on  the  27th 
;  therefore,  be  it 

m1.  That  we,  the  delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention, 
nvitation  to  Major  General  A.  A.  Womack,  of  the  Loyal  Order  of 
uldrcss  the  convention  at  his  convenience. 

ROBERT  WELSH,  L.  U.  No.  172. 

F.  L.  RICE,  L.  U.  250. 

J.  THOMPSON,  L.  U.  No.  172. 

CHAS.  NEWMEYER,  L.  U.  No.  189. 

Committee. 
>iit  White  iu  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

>nt  White  stated  that  the  question  pending  at  the  time  of  adjourn- 
inuary  27,  was  Section  1  of  Article  XIX  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
ich  the  following  amendment  had  been  offered  by  Delegate  Walker: 
the  substitute  to  read  *'It  shall  be  non-sectarian  in  religion  and 
)litical  interest  of  our  members  and  the  general  movement." 
te  Finney,  District  5 — I  want  to  understand  if  that  means  in  accoru- 
he  policy  laid  down  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.?    That  policy  is  that  we  vcte 

0  hold  union  cards  and  will  work  in  the  interests  of  organized  labor. 
?nt  White — The  chair  cannot  explain  for  Delegate  Walker.  I  sug- 
cplanations  of  that  matter  be  deferred  until  Delegate  Bittner  yields 

tc  Bittner — The  anicudniont  of  Delegate  Walker  is  to  insert  in  the 
10  old  constitution:     **Tt  shall  be  non-sectarian  in  religion  and  serve 

1  interests  of  our  mombers  and  tlie  general  movement.'*  That  amend- 
immittee  is  not  in  favor  of.     We  do  not  believe  the  United  Mine 
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Workers'  Journal  can  be  intelligently  used  to  defend  the  political  interests  of 
the  members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  If  our  organization  as  an 
organization  bad  some  particular  political  party,  then  I  say  it  could  be  done; 
but  the  political  interests  of  some  indi\'idual  who  may  be  running  for  some  offiee 
in  this  organization  is  different  from  the  political  interest  of  the  membership  uf 
this  organization.  If  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  prerails  it 
will  simply  mean  that  every  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  who  belongs  to  the  United 
Mine  Workers  or  who  does  not  belong  to  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
or  any  other  labor  organization,  can  have  his  political  interests 
furthered  in  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal  if  he  or  the  editor  of  the  Jounw! 
thinks  it  is  for  ihe  best  interests  of  this  organization.  It  will  mean  that  evert 
man  who  is  a  candidate  for  office  who  is  a  member  of  the  United  Mine  Worker? 
of  America  will  use  the  Journal  for  political  advertising,  and  it  will  cause  as 
endless  controversy  in  the  Journal.  I  don 't  think  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate  Walker  should  prevail.  If  it  does  prevail  it  will  means  that  the.  Mine 
Workers '  Journal  will  be  used  as  a  political  organ  for  particular  members  of 
the  organization  and  not  for  the  best  interests  of  the  organization  as  a  whole. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — There  is  no  man  here,  nor  is  there  any  member 
of  our  organization  who  knows  the  facts  with  regard  to  what  our  political  mis- 
takes have  been  in  the  past,  but  has  got  to  admit  that  we  paid  a  greater  priee 
for  those  mistakes  than  we  have  for  any  other  mistakes  we  have  made  in  the 
last  ten  years.  The  one  question  we  have  got  to  answer  when  asked  by  the  opera- 
tors in  the  making  of  a  scale  is  in  regard  to  the  competition  from  the  fields 
where  our  organization  has  not  been  established.  I  want  this  convention  and 
the  committee  to  consider  the  question  from  the  point  of  view  it  was  intended 
that  it  should  be  considered  when  the  amendment  was  offered,  particularly  in  re- 
lation to  one  thing — **  What  influence  has  the  fact  that  we  made  mistakes  polit- 
ically had  in  preventing  us  from  organizing  the  non-union  fields t"  If  you  win 
answer  that  question  fairly  and  fully  and  honestly,  I  cannot  see  how  a  single 
man  in  this  convention  can  oppose  that  amendment. 

What  has  been  responsible  for  our  failure  to  establish  our  organization  in 
the  Irwin  Field  in  the  recent  strike!  Was  it  not  because  the  operators  were 
able  to  use  the  power  of  the  government,  judges,  militia,  sheriffs,  deputies,  con- 
stabulary and  get  license  for  a  band  of  thugs,  bums  and  murderers,  in  the  name 
of  the  law,  to  persecute  our  people  and  take  away  from  them  the  rights  that  the 
organic  law  of  this  nation  and  of  that  state  guarantees  themf  Is  there  a  xna» 
here  who  has  read  the  history  of  the  Irwin  Field  strike  but  will  acknowledge  that 
if  we  bad  the  right  men  elected  in  those  positions — and  we  could  have  had  thein 
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elected  had  our  men  understood  what  they  were  doing  politically — and  those 
powers  were  used  in  our  interest,  the  results  of  that  struggle  would  have  been 
different?  It  would  not  have  lasted  one-tenth  of  the  time  it  did,  and  no  man 
a  member  of  our  ranks  would  have  been  murdered  or  his  family  thrown  out  of 
their  home.  That  strike  would  have  been  won  without  question,  and  one  of  the 
strongest  influences  that  will  operate  against  the  miners  of  the  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict making  the  progress  in  this  coming  contract  they  should  make  will  be  the 
fact  that  they  lost  that  stniggle,  and  absolutely  no  other  reason  is  responsible 
for  it  than  that  on  election  day  we  voted  for  the  friends  of  those  operators  rather 
than  the  friends  of  the  members  of  our  organization. 

What  is  true  of  the  Irwin  Yield  is  true  of  every  other  non-union  field  in 
Pennsylvania,  both  anthracite  and  bituminous.  Can  you  recall  the  struggle 
that  went  on  in  the  Fairmount  Field  of  West  Virginia,  when  the  operators 
practically  acknowledged  defeat  and  the  Standard  Oil,  that  was  in  a  position 
to  buy  the  courts  and  the  government,  stepped  in  and  got  a  controlling  interest 
in  those  mine*?  at  their  own  figures,  and  when  the  fight  was  won  by  the  miners, 
and  they  were  prevented  from  taking  the  fruits  of  their  victory?  They  exter- 
minated our  organization  absolutely,  and  no  power  on  earth  except  the  power 
of  the  government  'vvas  able  to  accomplish  it  for  them,  and  they  only  got  those 
powers  because  the  oonl  miners  of  that  field  had  not  understood  the  thing  that 
was  right  for  them  to  do  for  the  interests  of  themselves  and  their  families,  and 
had  elected  the  friends  of  the  corporations  rather  than  friends  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

What  is  responsible  for  our  not  having  been  able  to  unionize  thoroughly 
Hopkins  county,  Kentucky?  Nothing  but  the  injunction,  the  power  of  the  courts 
that  we  handed  over  to  our  enemies,  and  other  influences  of  the  government 
vested  in  the  hands  of  men  elected  by  the  coal  miners  who  did  not  understand 
what  they  were  doing.  If  they  understood  what  they  were  doing  they  would 
never  have  done  it. 

How  many  delegates  have  we  here  from  Alabama?  Is  there  a  man  who 
can  deny  that  it  the  great  strike  we  had  in  that  state  the  fight  was  won  on  the 
industrial  field?  What  influence  snatched  the  fruits  of  victory  from  those  men 
and  exterminated  their  union,  if  it  was  not  the  governor,  with  the  political  in- 
fluences, and  their  ability  to  reach  the  courts  and  use  all  those  powers  against 
the  organization?  Absolutely  nothing  but  the  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
the  mine  workers  and  other  workers  in  that  state  which  resulted  in  their  electing 
as  Governor  of  Alabama  an  enemy  of  theirs  and  of  our  organization,  rather 
than  a  roan  who  would  stand  for  the  protection  of  their  interests. 
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Nearly  every  num  here  has  read  the  history  of  the  struggle  in  Colorado. 
Is  there  a  man  in  this  delegation  who  doubts  the  statement  that  because  of 
poHtieal  power  in  the  hands  of  the  operators  over  there,  and  whoify  and  soldj 
for  that  one  reason,  those  men  lost  in  a  battle  that  could  have  been  fought  soe* 
eessfuDy  and  our  organization  could  have  been  established  there  if  on  elaetioB 
day  they  had  voted  for  friends  of  themselves  and  their  families  rather  than  for 
friends  of  the  operators?  You  can  go  to  every  non-union  field  in  this  countrj 
and  you  will  find  a  history  of  the  time  when  the  men  organised,  when  they  stmek 
to  establish  their  organization  and  improve  their  wages  and  conditions,  and  in 
every  instance  the  balance  of  power  that  determined  the  struggle  against  then 
was  the  power  of  government  that  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  their  enemies 
rather  than  their  friends. 

I  am  not  going  to  say  there  is  any  coal  miner  in  our  organization  or  out  of 
it  who  would  knowingly  do  something  that  would  be  an  injury  to  himself  aD<i 
family ;  and  on  that  premise  I  base  the  statement  that  had  they  understood  the 
situation  they  would  have  voted  for  their  friends,  for  the  men  that  would  have 
stood  by  them.  If  they  had  one  then  the  struggles  would  have  ended  in  their 
favor,  every  man  in  the  country  who  mines  coal  would  today  be  a  member  of 
our  organization;  we  would  not  have  the  argument  to  meet  that  we  must  meet 
in  making  this  wage  scale,  and  we  would  have  made  much  more  progress  than 
we  have  up  to  the  present  time.  You  would  be  arguing  for  an  altogether 
different  contract  as  a  basis  today  than  yOu  are.  You  are  working  longer  hours, 
you  are  working  under  more  unsafe  and  unhealthful  conditions  and  you  are 
working  for  less  wages  as  a  result  of  those  failures  in  the  past;  and  those  fail- 
ures have  been  because  of  the  fact  that  we  have  not  had  the  proper  source  of  edn- 
cation  on  the  political  situation  to  enable  us  to  know  the  best  thing  to  do  when 
we  got  to  the  ballot  box  on  election  day. 

This  amendment  was  not  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  helping  any  indi* 
vidual.  It  states  specifically  what  it  means.  There  is  a  difference,  a  vast  differ- 
ence, bt;tween  helping  a  single  man  to  get  an  office  and  helping  the  membership 
of  our  organization.  And  if  a  man  attempts  to  misuse  the  Journal,  let  it  be  the 
office-seeker  or  the  Executive  Board  or  the  President,  the  membership  of  this 
organization  has  got  to  the  place  where  they  will  readily  recognize  it  and  it 
will  not  take  long  to  straighten  the  matter  out.  I  say  to  you  now  that  every  man 
has  recognized  the  necessity  of  political  education. 

Delegate  Williams,  District  11 — T  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    The  time  of  the 
speaker  is  limited. 
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President  White — The  point  is  well  taken.  The  time  of  the  speaker  has 
^en  consumed. 

On  motion  Delegate  Walker's  time  for  speaking  was  extended. 

Delegate  Walker — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  our 
ficial  organ  can  be  used  in  the  interest  of  an  individual  to  the  detriment  of 
IT  organization  for  any  length  of  time.  That  official  organ  is  in  our  own 
uads  exclusively.  The  Executive  Board  of  the  International  Union  has  the 
)wer  to  manage  the  affairs  of  this  organization  between  conventions,  and  the 
anagement  of  the  Journal  is  just  as  much  one  of  the  affairs  of  this  organiza- 
on  as  any  other  phase  of  our  work.  I  have  every  confidence  in  their  ability  to 
indle  an  affair  of  that  kind  in  such  a  way  as  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
embership. 

We  have  recognized  in  our  own  conventions  by  every  conceivable  means  of 
cognition  that  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  get  the  workers  in  this  country 
[ucated  on  the  political  situation.  Now  are  we  going  to  say  that  we  are  not  big 
lOugh  to  us  our  own  paper  in  such  a  way  as  to  protect  our  own  interests  f 
re  wc  going  to  declare  publicly  that  we  are  so  weak,  so  narrow,  so  easily  led 
tray  and  so  foolish  that  we  cannot  trust  ourselves  with  our  own  education  on 
ch  a  vital  matter  as  this?  I  say,  after  what  we  did  in  the  beginning  of  this  con- 
ntion,  we  would  be  slapping  ourselves  in  the  face  if  we  did  not  adopt  and  enact 
ch  an  amendment  to  our  constitution.  If  that  amendment  is  enacted,  when  the 
ditician  and  the  unscrupulous  employers  take  up  their  papers  and  see  that  the 
iners '  organization,  the  greatest  union  in  this  country,  has  taken  up  in  deadly 
irnest  the  question  of  educating  its  member  on  the  political  situation  it  will 
ive  a  far  greater  influence  toward  getting  recognition  when  we  seek  remedial 
gislation  than  any  other  one  thing  we  can  do. 

I  don 't  want  you  to  make  any  mistakes.  I  am  the  last  man  in  this  conven- 
on  who  would  desire  to  make  a  mistake;  and  I  would  go  farther  to  avoid  one, 
r  at  least  as  far  as  any  living  man;  but  I  say  you  will  be  making  a  mistake 
'  you  fail  to  adopt  such  a  clause  in  this  constitution  at  this  time,  a  serious  mis- 
ike  that  we  may  regret  later  on. 

Delegate  Bittnor — I  desire  to  ask  the  speaker  if  any  of  the  matter  he  has 
ted  in  a  political  way  toward  this  organization  would  be  prevented  if  his 
nendment  is  voted  down? 

Delegate  Walker — If  the  amendment  is  voted  down  it  will  mean  an  expres- 
>ii  on  the  part  of  this  convention  that  the  old  policy  of  keeping  out  of  politics 
d  leaving  it  to  the  operators  to  deal  with  will  be  continued. 

Delegate  Bittner — Another  question.    I  desire  to  ask  Delegate  Walker  if  the 
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coal  operators  of  this  country  have  dominated  the  political  affairs  in  the  United 
Mine  Workers'  Journal  in  the  past? 

Delegate  Walker — No,  they  haven 't  dominated  the  Journal  in  poUtieal  mat- 
ters in  the  past;  but  if  they  had  they  couldn't  have  done  a  mueh  better  job  than 
we  have  done. 

Delegate  Cherillo — I  move  that  debate  cease.  (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Thnrman,  District  6 — I  move  that  that  motion  be  tabled. 

President  White — You  are  not  in  order.  There  is  no  alternative  for  the 
chair  but  to  put  the  motion. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  carried. 

The  amendment  to  the  substitute  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  carried, 
and  the  substitute  was  adopted  as  amended. 

**Sec.  2.  The  Editor  shall  have  charge  of  all  correspondence,  reports  or 
other  matters  of  a  literary  character  and  shall  oversee  the  mechanieal  work 
and  superintend  the  make-up  of  the  paper.  He  may  publish  upion  re<iiiest 
the  announcement  of  any  candidate  for  office,  but  he  shall  not  publish  any 
article  for  or  against  s\nj  candidate  for  office  in  the  organization. ' ' 

Section  2  of  Article  XIX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

''See.  3.  The  business  management  of  the  Journal  shall  be  under  the 
management  of  a  person  appointed  by  the  President,  and  he  shSLll  have 
charge  of  the  circulation  and  advertising,  but  he  shall  not  aeeept  adrertiae- 
ments  from  any  firm  that  is  unfair  to  organized  labor. ' ' 

Delegate  Morris,  District  No.  12 — ^I  move  to  amend  by  adding  "or 
any  other  firm  without  first  investigating  snch  advertisement."    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bearden,  District  No.  12,  moved  that  the  amendment  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  (Seconded  but  not  carried.) 

Delegate  Morris — In  November  an  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Jomnal 
from  the  O^ara  Coal  Company  stating  that  they  needed  miners  and  laborers. 
We  investigated.  We  had  delegates  from  all  the  mines  on  the  road  and  they  all 
8t.<ited  there  were  men  turned  away  from  the  minee  every  day.  men  who  lived 
there,  while  that  advertisement  was  appearing  in  the  JoumaL 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Morris  was  carried  and  the  eectioa 
as  amended  was  adopted. 

* '  Sec.  4.  The  Manager  must  give  a  bond,  the  amoont  of  said  bond  to  l« 
^{HH'ified  by  and  the  bond  approved  by  the  International  ExecntiTe  Board." 

Section  4  of  Article  XIX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 
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Delegate  Uarlin — I  desire  to  ask  a  question  of  the  committee.  They 
have  made  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  business  manager,  but  I  can- 
not find  any  provision  for  filling  the  position  of  editor  of  the  Journal.  I 
may  have  overlooked  it,  but  I  have  gone  through  the  constitution  we  have 
adopted  so  far,  and  there  has  been  no  provision  I  can  find  for  either  elect- 
ing or  appointing  the  editor  of  the  Journal. 

Delegate  Bittner,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — While  it  is  not  specified 
in  the  constitution  how  appointments  shall  be  made,  it  gives  the  President 
of  the  organization  the  right  to  make  those  appointments,  with  the  approval 
of  the  International  Executive  Board.  The  constitution  provides  that  the 
President  shall  appoint  organizers,  field  and  office  workers  with  the  approval 
of  the  International  Executive  Board.  It  gives  the  President  the  right  to 
appoint  the  editor  of  the  Journal,  such  appointment  to  be  approved  by  the 
International  Executive  Board. 

ARTICLE  XX. 
— Miscellaneous — 

'  *  Section  1.  Any  officer  or  any  member  of  any  branch  of  the  organization 
guilty  of  embezzlement  of  or  misappropriating  any  of  the  funds  of  the  or- 
ganization, shall  be  prosecuted  by  every  means  possible  by  the  branch 
whose  funds  are  embezzled  or  misappropriated,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
bold  any  office  in  the  organization  thereafter.  * ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  1  of  Article  XX  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  No.  5 — I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  committee's  report  by  inserting  the  words  ^'or  District  or  International 
Union." 

President  White — It  is  not  necessary,  because  it  applies  to  any  branch 
of  the  organization  as  the  committee  reports.  An  amendment  will  not  be 
necessary. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 

**8ec.  2.  Any  officer  of  any  branch  of  the  organization  accepting  a  sal- 
aried political  office  other  than  that  of  a  State  legislator,  member  of  Con- 
fess, member  of  Provincial  or  Dominion  Parliament,  county  sheriff,  or 
member  of  State  Board  of  Arbitration,  local  school  board,  city  borough  or 
town  council  or  local  poor  boards,  shall  resign  his  office  in  the  United  Mine 
Workers  immediately  upon  his  acceptance  of  the  same.'* 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  2  of  Article  XX  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Young  (D.),  District  No.  12 — I  desire  to  make  an  amendment 
I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  ''other  than''  and  inseriifig 
"such  as."  Also  by  striking  out  ''local  school  board,  city,  borough  or 
town  council  or  local  poor  boards."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.),  District  12 — Does  this  section  apply  to  mayors  of 
cities  as  well  as  to  members  of  the  city  councils! 

Delegate  Bittner — The  mayor  of  any  town  or  city  is  a  member  of  tb^ 
council.  The  committee 's  report  states  that  the  mayor  of  a  city  can  hold  office  in 
the  organization. 

President  White — I  rather  think  the  amendment  is  a  negative  proposition, 
and  if  it  is  it  cannot  be  entertained. 

Delegate  Young — I  will  explain.  I  offered  this  amendment  for  this  reason: 
The  way  this  reads  a  man  can  hold  a  position  in  a  legislature,  he  can  hold  a  po- 
bition  as  congressman,  sheriff  or  any  high  office  in  the  political  parties,  and  will 
still  be  allowed  to  hold  office  in  the  organization.  He  will  not  be  doing  justics 
to  the  rank  and  file.  We  have  jnst  as  smart  men  in  the  United  Mine  Workers 
who  are  able  to  hold  these  positions.  T  hold  also  that  the  salary  of  a  congress- 
man or  a  senator  is  sufficient  to  support  him. 

President  White — The  proposition  is  a  negative  one.  The  house  is  pro- 
tected by  the  right  to  veto  the  proposition  in  the  report. 

Delegate  Nairn — I  wish  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  words  "poor 
hoard  * '  the  words  ' '  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  * '  in  Line  7. 

President  White — The  amendment  has  not  been  seconded. 

Delegate  Short,  District  10 — T  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  words 
*' local  school  board,  city,  borough  or  town  council  or  local  poor  board*'  be 
stricken  out.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bearden,  District  No.  12 — I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Germer,  Section  12 — A  county  sheriff  is  required  to  spend  all  his 
time  in  the  sheriff's  office,  at  least  in  Illinois,  and  that  being  true  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  serve  the  organization  in  any  official  capacity.  While  the  sheriff  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  political  officials,  yet  I  feel  if  he  does  his  duty  to  the 
people  of  the  county  he  will  not  be  able  to  do  his  duty  to  the  organization.  One 
or  the  other  will  have  to  suffer. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — I  believe  the  section  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee is  one  that  should  be  adopted  by  this  convention.     If  a  member  of  our 
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organizatioD  happens  to  get  elected  as  a  sheriff  and  the  requirements  of  his 
position  make  it  impossible  for  him  to  still  serve  in  the  capacity  of  an  official  of 
our  organization,  the  section  would  not  compel  him  to  remain  an  official  of  our 
organization.  He  would  feel,  however,  that  he  was  still  welcome  in  the  organiza- 
tion,  even  though  he  had  been  elected  to  the  position  of  sheriff,  and  that  in- 
fluence at  least  would  not  do  any  harm ;  and  while  it  would  be  possible  for  him  to 
serve  as  sheriff  and  an  official  of  our  organization,  it  is  a  position  where  a  man 
can  do  more  during  strike  times  to  see  that  we  get  a  square  deal  than  in  almost 
any  official  position  under  the  civil  government. 

So  far  as  town  councils  are  concerned,  I  believe  we  should  lend  every 
effort  we  have  to  elect  every  man  who  is  favorable  to  organized  labor  to  fill  every 
position  in  the  civil  government  from  the  smallest  village  up.  If  you  have  a 
city  council  that  is  favorable  to  organized  labor  and  a  strike  occurs  you  will  find 
conditions  altogether  different  from  conditions  where  the  friends  of  our  enemies 
have  control  of  the  city  council.  If  the  Muscatine  button  workers  had  all  friends 
in  their  council  they  w^ould  be  working  today  under  a  closed  shop  agreement, 
they  would  have  a  thorough  victory.  Like  the  brother  over  there,  I  believe  we 
have  members  of  the  rank  and  file  as  fully  qualified  to  serve  in  official  position  as 
any  that  are  elected  to  civil  office.  Wherever  it  is  possible  to  elect  a  member  of 
the  rank  and  file  rather  than  an  officer  I  would  favor  doing  it,  and  this  section  in 
the  constitution  would  not  prevent  it. 

I  believe  that  officials  or  members  of  our  organization  can  use  an  influence 
in  the  interest  of  our  membership  when  they  are  in  office.  In  some  of  our  states 
wherever  there  is  a  member  of  the  union  whose  family  is  in  need  and  the  case 
comes  up,  you  will  find  men  who  have  been  prejudiced  against  the  labor 
movement,  farmers  and  others  who  do  not  understand  it,  who  simply  because  they 
know  the  family  of  a  union  man  is  up  for  consideration,  do  everything  possible 
to  prevent  that  consideration.  If  we  had  our  members  as  officials  on  those 
boards,  when  a  case  of  that  knd  came  up  it  would  get  proper  consideration. 
That,  I  think,  is  what  the  committee  had  in  mind  in  offering  the  section  now 
under  consideration.  I  believe  it  is  a  good  one  and  should  be  adopted  by  this 
convention. 

Delegate  Nairn — I  desire  to  renew  my  motion.  I  desire  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  words  ''poor  board"  ''sealer  of  weights  and  measures.'* 
(Seconded.) 

I  make  that  amendment  because  I  believe  the  officials  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  were  in  Harrisburg  lobbying  for  the 
passage  of  that  measure.  I  beliovn  it  would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  any  member 


Digitized  by 


Google 


764 

of  the  organization  if  he  would  \}e  lucky  enough  to  get  an  appointment  as  sealer 
of  weights  and  measures,  to  deprive  him  of  membership  in  the  United  Mine 
Workers. 

President  White — His  chances  will  l)e  pretty  slim  if  he  is  a  mine  woiker 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  12 — As  I  said  before,  I  realize  that  the  oiBee  of 
sheriff  is  a  very  important  one,  and  I  should  like  very  much  to  have  the  sheriffs 
of  counties  officials  of  the  organization.  I  know  in  at  least  ninety-nine  cases  out 
of  every  hundred  such  a  sheriff  would  use  his  official  capacity  for  the  interests  of 
the  organization;  but  if  we  are  g<»ing  to  pursue  that  logic  we  onght  to  go 
just  a  step  farther  and  insert  also  the  members  of  the  police  department,  be- 
cause the  members  of  the  police  department  sen*e  in  the  same  capacity  as  the 
sheriff,  except  on  a  more  limited  scale. 

Brother  Walker  bases  his  argument  on  the  assumption  that  if  a  member  of 
the  organization  is  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  while  holding  official  position  in 
the  United  Mine  Workers,  thQn  he  would  immediately  resign  his  position  in  our 
organization.  It  might  be  true  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  that  he  would. 
In  some  cases  he  might  refuse  to  resign  his  position  in  our  organization,  but  we 
all  know  that  a  sheriff,  when  constantly  employed  with  the  duties  of  bis  office, 
cannot  look  after  the  work  of  our  organization. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.) — Is  it  not  true  that  a  policeman  only  earries  out 
instructions  and  the  sheriff  uses  his  o^*n  judgment? 

Delegate  Germer — A  chief  of  police  uses  his  own  judgment,  he  does  not 
work  under  instructions.  There  should  be  some  proviso  here  to  safeguard  the 
organization  in  case  we  have  some  one  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  and  he 
absolutely  refuses  to  resign  when  we  see  what  his  duty  as  sheriff  conflicts  with 
his  duty  to  our  organization. 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.) — T  move  the  previous  question.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Nairn  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

*  *  Sec.  3.  Any  member  guilty  of  slandering  or  circulating  or  causing  to  be 
circulated  false  statements  about  any  member  of,  or  any  member  circulating 
or  causing  to  be  circulated  any  statement  wrongfully  condemning  any  decision 
rendered  by  any  officer  of  the  organization,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  suspended 
from  membership  for  a  period  of  six  months  and  shall  not  be  eligible  to  bold 
office  in  any  branch  of  the  organization  for  two  years  thereafter." 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  3  of  Article  XX  be  adopted 
as  reconunended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Wieck,  District  No.  12,  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words, 
beginning  in  line  3,  "any  member  circulating  or  causing  to  be  circulated  any 
statement  wrongfully  condemning  any  decision  rendered  by."     (Seconded.) 

I  am  in  favor  of  that  portion  of  the  section  which  deals  with  slandering 
officials  of  oar  organization;  but  I,  as  one  member,  do  not  believe  any  decision 
rendered  by  any  of  our  officials  is  scared,  and  that  is  exactly  what  the  section 
says.  It  means  that  whenever  a  decision  is  rendered  by  any  of  our  officials  we 
shall  be  punished  by  being  suspended  for  six  months  and  not  allowed  to  hold 
office  for  two  years  if  we  condemn  that  decision. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Conunittee — I  want  to  put  the  con- 
vention right  relative  to  the  statement  made  by  Delegate  Wieck.  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  does  not  say  the  things  he  quotes.  It  says  *  *  any  one 
wrongfully  condemning  the  decision  rendered." 

Delegate  Walker,  Distiict  12 — That  is  the  point  I  was  going  to  make.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  Delegate  Wieck  is  consistent  and  that  he  really  means  that  he 
favors  the  amendment  he  offers.  The  only  thing  his  amendment  provides  for  is 
to  allow  a  member  to  wrongfully  criticise  the  decision  of  an  officer.  With 
the  section  as  reported  by  the  committee  you  have  a  right  to  criticise  where  a  de- 
cision rendered  by  an  official  is  wrong.  You  have  that  right  in  the  section  offered 
by  the  conmiittee.  The  only  thing  Brother  Wieck 's  amendment  provides  for 
is  to  give  you  the  right  to  condemn  it  wrongfully  and  circulate  those  statements, 
and  he  wants  to  exercise  that  right  and  feels  he  is  not  being  treated  fairly  unless 
be  gets  that  right.  I  believe  he  is  honest  about  that.  I  feel  he  wants  to  have 
that  right.  I  feel,  too,  that  evidence  will  show  he  will  exercise  that  right  if  you 
give  it  to  him.  Although  our  constitution  did  not  admit  of  that  being  done,  I  be- 
lieve if  you  will  investigate  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  he  will  wrongfully  criti- 
cise an  officer  whether  you  give  him  the  right  in  the  law  or  not. 

Like  other  officers,  I  have  never  attempted  to  shirk  any  responsibility,  and 
I  have  rather  encouraged  critici»ni  on  the  part  of  the  members  where  they  are 
doing  it  for  the  protection  of  the  organization,  and  where  there  can  be  any  good 
accomplished  by  their  doing  it ;  but  I  don 't  believe  our  organization  can  afford  to 
go  on  record  publicly — and  that  is  what  striking  out  that  portion  of  the  section 
will  mean — ^authorizing  and  encouraging  the  membership  to  ^o  that.  I  hope  you 
uill  not  do  it. 

Delegate  Grills,  DiHtrirt  12 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  tabled, 
(Seconded  and  carried.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


766 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.),  District  No.  5. — I  move  to  amend  bj  adding,  eom- 
mencing  after  the  word  **  organization "  in  line  4  from  bottom,  "or 
any  officer,  organizer  or  employe  of  the  organization  electioneering  for  or 
against  any  candidate  for  office,  or  any  officer,  organizer  or  employe  nsing 
the  funds  of  the  organization  to  elect  or  defeat  any  officer  in  the  organizatum.'' 

President  White — I  think  the  main  part  of  that  is  covered  by  a  previous 
section  of  the  constitiftion. 

Delegate  McKay — ^Not  just  in  that  way. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — It  may  not  be  covered  in 
just  that  language,  but  the  purpose  sought  is  covered.  Section  29  of  your  elec- 
tion laws  says :  ' '  Any  local  officer  or  teller  failing  to  obey  the  laws  regulating  In- 
ternational elections,  or  any  member  or  members  interfering  with  local  officers 
or  tellers  during  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  connection  with  the  Interna- 
tional election,  or  any  member  or  members  resorting  to  dishonest  or  questionable 
practices  to  secure  the  election  or  defeat  of  any  candidate  for  International 
office,  shall  be  tried  by  the  International  Executive  Board  and  fined,  suspended  or 
expelled  as  the  magnitude  of  the  transgression  may  warrant. ' ' 

President  Wliite — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  subject  matter  of  the 
amendment  is  already  provided  for. 

Delegate  Wieck — On  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  In  spite  of  what 
Brother  Walker  has  said  I  will  try  to  carry  out  the  instructiona  of  my  local 
union  and  do  my  duties  as  a  delegate,  regardless  of  the  opposition  of  any  one, 
especially  the  officers  of  District  12.  If  I  do  not  do  my  duty  I  expect  the  rules 
to  be  enforced  and  my  local  union  notified  that  I  have  not  been  a  proper  delegate 
and  have  been  expelled  from  the  convention. 

Delegate  Walker — I  arise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

President  White — The  chair  thinks  that  question  of  personal  privilege  is 
being  worked  overtime. 

Delegate  Walker — I  want  the  records  to  be  dear  and  together.  While  I  am 
an  officer  I  expect  to  perform  my  duty,  regardless  of  the  opinions  or  criticisms 
or  innuendoes  of  anybody.  Whenever  it  gets  to  the  place  I  cannot  do  it  in  that 
way,  like  Brother  Wieck,  I  hope  the  membership  will  put  a  man  big  enough 
to  do  that  in  my  place. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  section  as  recommended  by  the  committee  was 
carried. 

* '  Sec.  4.  Any  officer  or  any  employe  of  any  branch  of  the  organization  seen 
in  public  in  a  state  of  intoxication  while  on  duty,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be 
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at  once  removed  from  his  position  hj  the  proper  authority  having  jurisdiction 
over  such  officer  or  employe. ' ' 

Section  4  of  Article  XX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

"Sec.   5.     All  officers  of  all   branches  of  the  United   Mine  Workers  of 

America  must,  upon  retiring  from  office,  turn  over  to  their  successors  all 

moneys,  official  records  and   documents,   and  all  property  belonging  to  the 

organization  that  may  be  in  their  possession  at  the  time  of  their  retirement. ' ' 

Section  5  of  Article  XX  was  adopted  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Sec.  6.  This  constitution  shall  become  effective  April  1,  1912,  and  can 
be  amended  only  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  delegates  attending  the  regular 
International  convention. ' ' 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Section  6  of  Article  XX  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Delegate  Hefferly,  District  No.  12 — ^I  wish  to  amend  the  report  of  the 
committee  by  striking  out  the  word  *  *  only ' '  in  line  2  and  adding  the  follow- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  section:  "Or  in  alternate  years  when  no  convention  is 
held  it  may  be  amended  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  voting  at  an 
election  held  for  that  purpose  as  hereinafter  provided.  Upon  the  signed 
request  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  membership  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inter- 
national Secretary  to  prepare  a  ballot  with  such  amendment  or  amend- 
ments, together  with  the  old  section  of  the  constitution  to  be  amended, 
printed  thereon,  and  send  each  local  union  a  sufficient  number  of  ballots 
so  that  aU  members  may  vote,  and  publish  a  sample  ballot  in  the  official 
Journal.  All  petitions  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  International  Secretary 
by  January  1,  and  the  election  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  February, 
'  said  election  to  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  election  laws  of  the  organi- 
zation. All  amendments  shall  go  into  effect  April  1  following  their  adop- 
tion." (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hefferly — I  would  like  to  have  a  word  or  two  as  to  why  this 
amendment  has  been  introduced.  We  have  put  a  clause  in  our  constitution  that 
provides  for  the  recall  of  any  officer  charged  with  malfeasance  in  office.  We  are 
going  to  put  in  another  clause  providing  that  in  future  the  conventions  will  be 
held  every  two  years  instead  of  every  year.  According  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  the  constitution  can  be  ameifded  only  at  the  regular  International 
conventions.  T  take  it  that  in  this  progressive  age  any  constitution,  whether  it 
applies  to  a  labor  organization  or  to  the  nation,  should  be  subject  to  amendment 
at  any  time.    If  this  amendment  is  adopted  it  will  be  possibly  for  the  rank  and 
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file  to  amend  the  constitatioii  in  the  year  when  no  convention  is  lield.  I  am 
sure  that  any  amendment  that  receives  30,000  supporters  and  is  endoraed  bj 
10  per  cent,  of  the  membership  has  merit  and  should  be  presented  to  the  raak 
and  file  for  approval  or  rejection. 

Delegate  Kennamier,  District  20 — I  move  that  the  amendment  be  laid  npoo 
the  table.     (Seconded  and  dEirried.) 

Delegate  Finney— I  desire  to  offer  a  new  section  to  the  eonstitiitioo 
under  the  head  of  Miscellaneous  to  be  known  as  Section  7. 

President  White — The  matter  before  the  house  is  not  disposed  of  yet 

The  motion  to  adopt  Section  6  of  Article  XX,  as  reeonunended  by  the 
committee,  was  carried. 

Delegate  Finney,  District  No.  5 — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  foUowing 
to  be  known  as  Section  7  of  Article  XX: 

"Local  unions  shall  appoint  label  committees,  who  shall  act  aeeording 
to  the  directions  of  the  local  in  authority  in  eneooraging  tlie  pnrehase  of 
goods  bearing  the  union  label.''    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Finney — The  reason  that  I  offer  this  addition  to  the  constitution 
is  this:  Tear  after  year  the  representatives  of  organized  labor  come  to  oar 
annual  conventions  appealing  to  us  to  assist  them  by  purchasing  goods  bearing 
the  union  labeL  I  feel  that  this  is  one  oT  the  questions  that  carries  with  is  a 
great  deal  of  importance  to  us  as  union  men.  Every  time  we  boy  an  article 
that  is  produced  by  non-union  factories  or  shops,  while  we  are  not  direct  em- 
ployers of  labor,  we  are  indirect  employers  of  labor,  and  are  encouraging  thf 
continuation  of  that  non-union  labor.  For  that  reason  I  offer  this  section  as  sn 
addition  to  the  constitution. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  many  of  the  mining  camps  the  stores  do  not 
handle  union  goods.  I  feel  satisfied  that  if  there  were  label  conunittees  ap- 
pointed in  the  \-ariou$  local  unions  it  would  have  the  effect  of  getting  ti» 
merchants  to  purchase  union-made  goods.  This  is  a  question  of  great  impor- 
tance. These  people  who  manufacture  union-made  goods  are  not  in  a  position  to 
demand  an  advance  ir  wages  and  a  change  in  their  conditions  of  employment 
liecausc  wc  do  not  give  them  pru|^r  as^stsLnce,  I  feel  if  a  section  is  placed  in 
the  constitution  pro\iding  that  label  committees  be  appointed  we  will  render 
valuable  assistance  to  those  organizations  and  give  our  members  an  opportonitr 
to  purchase  union-made  gCK>d9.  Ivcause  if  there  is  a  demand  for  them  the  mer- 
chants will  place  them  in  the  stores. 

The  section  offered  by  Delegate  Finney  was  adopted. 

President  \l'hite — 1  think  that  slnmld  be  made  Section  6  instead  of  Section 
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7.  Resolutions  like  that  are  hardly  in  order.  That  should  have  been  introducecl 
prior  to  the  convention ;  but,  inasmuch  as  we  would  be  placed  in  a  false  light  as 
not  wishing  to  encourage  or  foster  the  use  of  union-made  goods  if  we  had  re- 
fused to  entertain  it,  the  motion  has  been  entertained. 

Delegate  Wallace,  District  11 — I  move  that  the  section  just  adopted  be  made 
Section  6  of  Article  VI,  governing  local  unions. 

President  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  motion  is  not 
in  order.  The  section  referred  to  is  a  miscellaneous  proposition  and  it  would 
best  come  under  the  head  of  ''Miscellaneous." 

Delegate  Young  (D.),  District  12 — I  wish  to  ask  in  regard  to  the  union 
label.  The  information  I  want  is  this:  In  the  opening  of  this  convention  there 
was  a  statement  made  by  the  representiitive  of  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist  that 
the  Indianapolis  News  was  a  scab  paper  and  did  not  carry  the  union  label.  That 
was  refuted  by  our  Secretary,  who  said  it  was  a  union  paper.  - 

President  White — What  information  do  you  want! 

Delegate  Young — I  want  to  know  about  the  union  label.  When  I  go  home 
I  want  to  be  able  to  say  whether  everything  has  to  have  the  label  on  or  only 
some  things. 

President  White — We  ought  to  try  to  get  all  articles  we  can  with  the  union 
label. 

Delegate  Young — And  all  papers? 

President  White — You  heard  the  explanation  of  the  Secretary  the  other 
day.  When  the  statement  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  label  on  the  daily  papers 
was  made  in  this  convention  some  years  ago  it  came  from  the  lips  of  the  man 
who  interprets  the  laws  of  the  International  Typographical  Union. 

Secretary  Perry — This  section  would  mean  that  if  three  union  papers  were 
published  in  a  city  you  would  have  to  discriminate  against  the  two  that  did 
not  have  the  label  and  purchase  the  one  with  the  label. 

Delegate  Bittner,  secretary  of  the  committee,  stated  that  the  burial  ser- 
vice recommended  by  the  committee  as  part  of  the  constitution  was  taken 
from  the  manual,  and  very  few  changes  made  in  it. 

BURIAL  SERVICE. 

The  following  burial  service  is  adopted  to  be  used  at  funerals  of  deceased 
brothers  of  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

We  are  assembled  here  today  to  pay  a  last  sad  tribute  of  love  to  our  de- 
parted friend  and  brother. 
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Brother  worklDgmen!  This  solemn  occasion  brings  us  here  today!  Tbf 
cradle,  the  grave  speak  forcibly  to  us  of  our  mortality.  We  can  say  with  the 
Psalmist:  "What  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  or  the  son  of  man,  thit 
thou  visiteth  him,  for  man  that  is  bom  of  moman  is  full  of  trouble  and  sor- 
rows. He  Cometh  forth  like  a  flower  and  is  cut  down.  Our  years  of  labor  ire 
brought  to  an  end.  Our  dust  shall  return  to  the  dust  as  it  was,  and  our  spirit  to 
the  God  who  gave  it. ' ' 

Again,  brother  workmen,  we  are  reminded  that  we,  too,  are  but  mortal  and 
will  soon  break  the  tenement  of  clay  snd  depart  for  the  hereafter,  and  it  he- 
hooves  each  one  of  us  here  today  to  follow  a  line  of  conduct  that  will  bring 
about  a  closer  friendship,  one  that  is  true  to  God  and  man. 

All  our  beautiful  surroundings  tell  us  of  God*s  greatness  and  goodness, 
of  the  universe  of  which  we  are  children  of  His  creation. 

But  why  should  we  be  sad  and  mournful,  when  God  can  give  us  consolation 
while  living  here  on  earth,  for  His  promise  is  that  we  shall  meet  again  in  tbe 
realms  above,  for  the  word  of  God  teaches  us  that  we  shall  live  again  after 
death. 

And  now,  our  brother  workman,  we  pay  the  last  sad  rite  and  tribute  of 
respect,  the  last  one  we  can  pay  you  in  this  world,  placing  on  your  grave  tbew 
evergreens  as  a  token  of  respect,  that  thy  memory  shall  be  with  us  always, 
though  thou  hast  paid  the  debt  and  hast  gone  to  the  realms  above. 

And  now,  to  the  family  and  friends  of  this,  our  deceased  brother,  we  ten 

der  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this,  their  sad  hour  of  affliction,  and  hid  then 

look  to  God  for  his  tender  mercies,  for  He  alone  can  give  them  consolation. 

And  now.  fellow  workman,  we  bid  thee  a  tender  snd  loving  farewell 

Let  us  pray :     And  now  may  grace,  mercy  and  peace  from  God  the  Fitber, 

Son  and  Holy  Spirit  rest  and  abide  with  you,  now  and  forever  more.    Amen. 

DAVID  B.  BOBB. 
G.  H.  EDMUNDa 
MOSE  CLEVENGEB. 
TH08.  F.  LOWBY. 
RICHARD  GILBERT. 
CHAS.   FISHER. 
C.  C.  BENEB. 
VAN  BITTNEB. 
F.  F.A.RRINGT0N. 
Tommittee  on  Constitution- 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee be  adopted. 

Delegate  Hummel — I  would  offer  as  an  amendment  that  after  the  second 
last  section  we  add,  **and  now,  brother,  we  bid  thee  a  tender  and  loving  fare- 
well.   Amen."  The  rest  of  the  section  to  be  stricken  out.     (No  second.) 

Delegate  Gildei  (C.  P.) — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  Committee  on 
Constitution  is  supposed  to  prepare  a  code  of  laws  and  submit  them  to  this  con- 
vention for  ratification  or  rejection,  and  when  the  committee  invades  the  field 
of  theology  they  exceed  their  authority.    The  prayer  is  not  in  order. 

President  White — The  point  is  not  well  taken.  It  is  already  a  part  of  the 
manual  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  The  committee  recommends  that  it  be 
made  part  of  the  constitution,  and  that  it  be  on  the  fly-leaf  of  the  constitution. 
It  is  only  a  form  that  has  been  part  of  your  manual,  and  the  committee 
Ibonght  it  expedient  to  have  it  placed  in  the  constitution  instead  of  the  manual. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  burial  service  as  recommended  by  the  committee 
was  carried. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — That  completes  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  with  the  exception  of  Section  10  of 
Article  IX,  upon  which  action  was  deferred  until  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports  had  rendered  a  report  to  the  convention.  The  committee  has  made 
such  report,  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports  the  Constitution  Committee  was  instructed  to  redraft  Section  10  of 
Article  IX.  We  have  not  done  so,  for  the  reason  that  the  committee  is  not 
absolutely  clear  as  to  just  what  the  convention  wants  done  in  this  respect  If 
a  section  is  written  in  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Conunittee 
on  Officers'  Reports,  it  is  going  to  establish  a  dual  authority  over  the  traveling 
auditors.  For  that  reason  the  committee  wants  some  instructions  from  the  con- 
vention. 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.),  District  No.  12 — In  line  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Officers '  Reports  I  have  prepared  a  substitute  for  the 
section  as  printed.    With  the  consent  of  the  convention  I  vdll  read  it. 

Delegate  McDonald  read  the  following: 

'*He  shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  International  Executive 
^oard,  one  or  more  competent  Traveling  Auditors,  said  appointees  to  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  districts  and  International  Union. 

**The  International  Organization  shall  reimburse  the  different  districts 
^*"  one-half  the  salary  and  expense  paid  the  Traveling  Auditors,  for  the  time 
*^tua.lly  employed  as  such.    Said  Traveling  Auditors  shall  examine  the  accounts 
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of  all  Local  Unions  at  least  oncp  ovory  year  and  assist  in  establishing  a  uni- 
form system  of  bookkeeping  in  the  Local  Unions.  Should  such  audita  develop 
any  irregularities,  those  responsible  for  tl)c  same  shall  be  penalized  as  herein- 
after provided. 

**The  Traveling  Auditors  so  appointed  shall  submit  a  correct  report  of  their 
findings  to  the  International,  District  and  Sub-District  officers,  and  shall  also 
furnish  a  copy  of  his  report  to  the  Local  Unions  where  the  accounts  have 
been  audited." 

Delegate  McDonald — I  notice  since  1  began  reading  that  there  is  a  mistake 
in  the  first  part.  It  should  read  *'lle  shall  appoint  competent  Traveling  Audi- 
tors. ' '  A  question  that  arose  in  our  committee  as  to  who  should  have  authority 
over  the  Traveling  Auditors.  Some  of  them  seem  to  feel  the  district  should 
have  supervision  and  some  seem  to  feci  that  the  International  should  have  su- 
pervision. This  is  to  provide  that  whoever  is  selected  as  a  Traveling  Auditor 
shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  District  and  tlie  International.  We  realize  that  it 
would  not  be  proper  for  the  District  to  select  a  man  the  International  could  not 
agree  to,  or  for  the  International  to  select  a  man  the  District  could  not  agree 
to.  I  had  a  personal  reason  also,  for  in  the  district  I  represent  I  would  not  like 
to  see  the  Traveling  Auditor  taken  out  of  there  and  sent  elsewhere.  We  have 
a  very  competent  man  there  and  wish  to  retain  him.  The  previous  section  did 
not  cover  that  the  Traveling  Auditor  should  submit  a  report  of  his  work  to  the 
different  branches  of  the  organization  and  to  the  local  union  whose  accounts  be 
audits. 

.  Delegate  Famngton — I  believe  I  can  say  in  behalf  of  the  committee  that, 
insofar  as  the  committee  is  concerned,  they  are  willing  to  accept  the  substitute 
offered  by  Delegate  McDonald  for  Section  10  of  Article  IX  of  their  report. 

President  White — The  first  section  reads:  **He  shall  appoint,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  International  Executive  Board  one  or  more  Traveling  Au- 
ditors, said  appointees  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Districts  and  International 
Union."     Wlioso  duty  is  that! 

Delegate  McDonald — It  comes  under  the  duties  of  President. 

Delegate  Holt,  District  21 — Will  that  give  the  local  union  authority  to  fall 
for  an  auditor  and  force  the  district  or  sub-district  to  pay  a  share  of  the  ex- 
pense of  that  work! 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.) — The  intont  of  the  substitute  is  to  provide  that 
the  books  shall  be  audited  in  every  local  union  at  least  once  a  year.  If  a  local 
union  calls  for  an  auditor  they  will  be  entitled  to  have  the  auditor  at  least  once 
a  year.     Our  experience  has  been  since  we  put  on  an  auditor  in  Dlinois  la*< 
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pring  that  there  is  a  contiuual  waiting  list  for  the  traveling  auditor  to  come  and 
o  over  the  books  of  locals.  There  are  five,  six  and  sometimes  eight  and  ten  on 
he  waiting  list  for  him  to  go  to  the  local  unions  and  go  over  their  books.  We 
rovide  that  he  shall  take  them  in  turn,  provided  he  has  not  audited  the  books 
f  a  local  within  a  year. 

President  White — These  auditors  can  be  directed  from  one  district  to  an- 
ther? For  instance,  au  auditor  that  might  be  appointed  in  District  12 — could 
e  be  changed  if  his  services  were  needed  in  another  district!  Or  would  we  have 
3  appoint  auditors  in  each  particular  district  and  confine  their  services  to  these 
istricts? 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.) — There  is  no  restriction  as  to  the  district  an  audi- 
)r  shall  work  in,  but  it  must  be  agreed  to  between  the  International  -  and  the 
istrict. 

President  White — So  far  as  the  appointment  is  concerned  f 

Delegate  McDonald — So  far  as  the  appointment  is  concerned  and  in  chang- 
ig  him  around.  We  divide  the  expenses  -because  it  would  not  be  fair  to  allow 
ne  to  dictate  the  policy  and  not  allow  the  other  anything  to  say  about  where  he 
lould  go. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  favor  the  section  submitted  by  the  Com- 
littee  on  Officers'  Reports.  One  of  the  main  reasons  why  I  favor  that  section 
i — and  I  am  not  saying  that  is  intended  to  reflect  personally  on  the  present 
dministration  at  all — that  from  the  experiences  we  have  had  I  believe  it 
t  something  that  should  be  done  in  order  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
le  organization ;  that  is,  particularly  that  phase  of  it  that  provides  that 
n  agreement  is  necessary  between  the  International  officers  and  the  district 
fficers  as  to  the  auditor  who  works  in  any  particular  district.  I  don't  believe 
liere  will  be  anything  come  from  that  clause  at  the  present  time,  but  we  are 
ot  making  a  constitution  for  John  P.  White,  we  are  making  it  for  the  President 
f  our  organization.  We  make  mistakes  sometimes,  and  we  may  get  a  man  in 
lere  who  will  believe  that  the  best  interests  of  the  organization  will  be  served 
y  sending  men  into  the  districts  who  will  work  to  defeat  every  one  who  is 
gainst  his  administration.  I  believe  this  provision  will  safeguard  the  in- 
jrests  of  the  organization  in  that  respect. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — I  want  to  amend  the 
ibstitute,  if  permitted,  by  adding  the  following  language  to  it:  ''This  see- 
on  shall  not  prevent  the  proper  International  officers  from  at  any  time  exam- 
dng  the  accounts  or  records  of  any  local  union." 

Delegate  McDonald — I  second  the  amendment. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


774 

President  White — If  there  are  no  objections  that  will  be  part  of  the  Mb- 
stitute.    It  is  agreeable  to  the  mover  and  the  seconder  of  the  Bubstitute. 

The  substitute  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — That  completes  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Constitution. 

President  White — There  is  a  motion  pending.  The  motion  before  the  honsc 
is  that  the  report  of  the  committee  as  amended  by  this  convention  be  substituted 
in  lieu  of  the  old  constitution  and  all  resolutions  thereon.  The  chair  in  ruling 
the  other  day  on  the  substitute  did  so  because  he  had  ruled  otherwise  aU  the 
work  of  this  convention  would  he  held  for  naught.  We  were  amending  a  substi- 
tute, and  that  was  the  only  way  we  could  perform  the  work  of  constmeting  this 
constitution. 

The  motion  as  stated  by  President  White  was  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Brandon,  District  No.  12 — I  would  like  to  know  what  has  become 
of  a  resolution  from  my  local  union  in  regard  to  printing  the  constitution  in 
different  languages. 

Delegate  Farrington — The  committee  non-concurrred  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Wieck — I  would  like  to  know  how  the  obligation  can  be  amend- 
ed. I  asked  that  question  before  and  was  informed  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution would  take  the  matter  up.  We  introduced  a  resolution  to  that 
effect.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  completed,  and  I  want  to  know  how 
we  can  amend  the  obligation. 

President  White — You  cannot  amend  it  now,  because  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee has  been  completed. 

Delegate  Germer,  District  No.  12,  received  unanimous  consent  to  th©  intro- 
duction of  a  resolution,  and  submitted  the  following: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  31,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annua]  Convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 

America: 

Whereas,  Judge  Albert  B.  Anderson  of  the  United  States  District  Court, 
for  the  judicial  district  of  Indiana,  has  recently  discharged  one  William  J. 
Burns,  who  was  under  indictment  for  kidnapping,  returned  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Marion  county,  Indiana;  and 

Whereas,  He  sometime  prior  thereto  obtained  possession,  by  force,  of 
certain  documents  then  in  the  possession  of  the  criminal  court  of  Marion 
county;  and 

Whereas,  Such  action  strikes  down  the  laws  of  states  and  renders  in- 
effective state  sovereignity;   builds  up  a  judicial  autocracy  and  assassinatflB 
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the  fundamental  principles  of  a  republican  form  of  government;   therefore, 
be  it 

Besolvedi  That  we,  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  annual 
convention  assembled,  condemn  such  action  of  Judge  Anderson  as  subver- 
pive  to  liberty  and  dangerous  to  our  state  and  national  institutions  and  law 
and  order;  therefore,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  and  the 
United  States  Senate  to  cause  an  investigation  .to  be  made  into  the  actions  of 
said  Judge  Anderson  with  the  view  of  removing  him  from  o£5ce  if  it  be 
found  that  he  has  acted  illegally  or  in  disregard  to  the  law  of  the  land;  and, 
be  it  further 

Besolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  the  President  of  the  United  States  Senate,  Victor 
L.  Berger  and  W.  B.  Wilson.  DUNCAN    M 'DONALD. 

JOHN  H.  WALrKEE. 
ADOLPH   GEEMER. 

Delegate  Germer — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

BESOLUTIONS    REFEEEED    TO    COMMITTEE    ON    CONSTITUTION. 

A  large  number  of  the  resolutions  sent  to  the  International  office  prior  to 
the  convention  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution.  The  committee 
offered  the  revised  constitution  submitted  by  them  to  the  convention  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  former  constitution  and  for  all  resolutions  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee. Following  are  the  resolutions  that  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution : 

EESOLU'riON  NO.  4. 

To    the   Officers   and    Members    of   the    Twenty-third    Annual    Convention, 

V.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greetings: 

Whereas,  It  is  a  truth  very  extensively  realized  that  for  about  a  quarter 
score  years,  there  has  existed  and  does  now  exist  a  spirit  of  uneasiness  and 
disturbance  in  the  colored  ranks  of  this  organization;  and. 

Whereas,  Such  disturbance  and  uneasiness  threatens  to  bring  a  shadow 
of  woe  and  desolation  within  our  ranks;  and. 

Whereas,  We  are  reasonably  convinced  that  said  conditions  are  the  direct 
result  of  two  prominent  causes,  to- wit:  (1)  The  ever  increasing  act  of 
egotistic  distihguishing  on  the  part  of  our  white  brother,  which  is  depriving 


Digitized  by 


Google 


776 

the  colored  miiier  ot*  his  rights  of  obtaining  work  in  the  various  fields  of 
labor,  and  thereby  debarring  him  of  his  just  and  equal  rights  with  his 
Caucasian  brother.  (2)  Knowing  as  we  do  that  owing  to  race  and  color 
prejudice,  he  occupies  a  dt^based  and  degraded  element  in  the  branches  of 
our  present  day  society,  and  as  we  are  not  directly  represented  in  the  Execu 
tive  department  of  our  organization,  we  are  unable  to  get  justice,  and  to 
successfully  prosecute  such  cases;  and, 

Whereas,  Since  it  being  a  fact  that  we  have  proven  our  loyalty  as  well 
as  usefulness  to  this  great  organization,  we  believe  it  is  time  that  we  have 
some  official  recognition  iu  the  official  councils  of  this  great  movement,  that 
wo  may  be  more  able  to  help  eliminate  said  conditions  that  now.exirt 
among  us.  There  need  bo  no  arguments  about  our  ability  to  occupy  these 
offices,  for  an  examination  of  our  past  records  should  be  sufficient  evidence 
to  satisfy  anyone;  and, 

Whereas,  Knowing  as  we  do  that  there  are  an  enormous  number  of 
colored  miners  in  the  southern  fields  who  are  not  affiliated  with  our  organiza- 
tion, and  that  being  a  fact  we  know  of  no  better  way  of  gaining  their  conil- 
lience,  than  by  giving  us  at  this  time  official  recognition.  We  believe  our 
past  record:!  in  this  great  movement,  or  organization  will  prove  our  loyalty 
as  well  as  usefulness  in  this  great  organization. 

Therefore,  In  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  juatiee,  pro- 
mote the  welfare,  progress,  peace  and  tranquility  and  to  eliminate  the  great 
evils  that  now  exist,  we  petition  your  Honorable  Body  to  adopt  the  follow- 
ing:   That  Section  1  of  Article  2  be  amended  to  read  as  followa: 

The  officers  of  this  organization  shall  be  one  president,,  one  viee-preti* 
dent,  one  secretary  area  surer  and  an  Executive  Board  to  be  composed  of  one 
member  from  each  district  under  jurisdiction  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  eaeh  diitrict 
to  elect  its  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  and  one  member  at 
large,  the  president,  vice-president  and  secretary-treasurer  to  be  members 
of  the  board  by  virtue  of  their  positions.  Board  member  at  large  to  be 
selected  from  among  the  colored  miners  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.;  further  that  tie 
twenty-third  annual  convention  elect  a  board  member  at  large  and  Article  VI 
bo  amended  to  provide  for  the  election  of  board  member  at  Uirge. 

(Signed)     R.  K  OLIPHANT. 
K  D.  WILLIS. 
W.  E.  HENDERSON'. 
JAa   TOBIN. 
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Endorsed  by  Local  Union  No.  426: 
ROBT.  SIMPSON,  President. 
GAEL  WELLMAN,  Vice-President. 
CHAS.  KI8STNGEH,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  5. 

From  Local  Union  629,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
To  *he    Officers   and    Delegates    of    the    Twenty  third    Annual    Convention,. 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  There  is  great  dissatisfaction  in  the  ranks  of  our  organiza- 
tion in  the  manner  our  last  national  convention  deprived  John  Mitchell  from 
membership  of  the  National  Civic  Federation.  First,  by  not  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  speak  in  his  own  behalf.  Second,  by  taking  the  action  they 
did  when  the  enemies  of  labor  were  exerting  every  influence  to  send  him  to 
prison;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  reconsider  the  amendment  depriving  John 
Mitchell  from  the  Civic  Federation. 

EDWARD  KING. 
JOHN   F.    CORNELL. 
HERMAN  BUCHHOZ. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  7. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  adopt  a  card  system  to  keep  our  members 
in  annual  conventions,  to  prevent  the  delegates  from  imposing  on  his  local 
by  his  absenting  himself  from  the  convention  at  any  time,  said  card  to 
contain  all  of  the  regular  dates  of  the  convention,  and  that  the  district  and 
sub-district  officers  aided  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  shall  punch  or  stamp  all 
dates  as  said  delegate  attends  the  convention,  and  that  delegate  shall 
retorn  said  card  to  his  local  union. 

WM.  STAMPS,  President. 

HOWARD  LTTTLEPAGE,  Recording  Secretary. 

Local  Union  1050. 
CHAUNCEY    GREEN,   President 
CHESTER  HOWES,  Secretary. 

Local  Union  1244. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  9. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  adopt  a  card  system  to  keep  our  members 
in  annual  convention,  to  provent  the  delegates  from  imposing  on  his  local 
by  absenting  himself  from  the  convention  at  any  time,  said  card  to  eon- 
tain  all  of  tlie  regular  dates  of  the  convention,  and  that  the  district  and  sub- 
district  officers  aided  by  the  sergeant-at-arras  shall  punch  or  stamp  all  the 
dates  as  said  delegate  attends  the  convention,  and  that  said  delegate  shall 
return  said  card  to  his  local  union. 

CIIAUNCEY  GREEN,' President. 

CHESTER  HOWES,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  10. 

To  the  Twenty  third  Annual  International  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A^ 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912 — Greeting: 

Whereas,  At  the  last  International  convention  held  in  Columbus,  0, 
Article  No.  7,  Section  No.  15,  of  the  International  constitution  was  amended 
so  as  to  prohibit  any  member  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  holding  membership  or 
accepting  a  position  with  the  National  Civic  Federation;  and, 

Whereas,  At  the  last  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  delegates  voted  almost  unaminous  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee,  who  after  careful  investigation  reported  that  they 
found  that  the  National  Civic  Federation  was  organized  in  part  for  the 
purpose  of  furthering  the  adjustments  of  disputes  between  employers  and 
employes,  through  the  methods  of  friendly  conference,  conciliation  or 
arbitration  when  mutually  acceptable,  and  the  consummation  of  joint  con- 
tracts and  agreements  covering  terms  of  employment,  in  addition  to  bringing 
together  representative  men  from  all  groups  for  the  public  discussion  of  the 
question  affecting  the  relation  between  employers  and  organized  workmen 
This  organization  they  found  at  the  time  of  its  inception  set  the  official  seal 
of  approval  upon  the  recognition  of  trade  unions  by  employers,  and  as  in- 
dorsing the  consumation  of  formal  agreements  covering  the  terms  of  employ- 
ment between  employers  and  organized  workmen,  they  also  reported  th«t 
I  hey  had  no  information  that  would  indicate  that  the  National  Civic  Federa-  ' 
tion  had  at  any  time  departed  from  the  policy  as  above  outlined,  but  that 
they  had  evidence  which  demonstrated  that  it  had  extended  its  original 
program  by  creating  departments,  whose  entire  work  has  been  to  give  a 
wider  spread   influence  in  favor  of  peaceful  adjustments  of  all   questioni 
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arising  between  employers  and  organized  workman.  They  also  reported  that 
they  had  no  evidence  which  would  indicate  that  the  influence  of  the  National 
Civic  Federation  had  ever  been  unfriendly  to  organized  labor  or  that  it  had 
been  detrimental,  either  when  negotiations  were  in  progress  between  em- 
(iloyers  and  trade  unions  or  when  industrial  controversies  had^led  to  strikes 
or  lockouts. 

OflScers  of  National  and  International  Uuioiis  affiliated  with  the  Ameri 
can  Federation  of  Labor  appeared  before  that  committee  and  testified  that 
on  numerous  occasions  interviews  and  conferences  were  secured  with  employ- 
ers who  had  previously  refused  to  meet  representatives  of  their  organizations: 
Through  the  kindly  offices  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  and  as  a  result 
of  their  interviews  and  conferences,  and  the  friendly  influences  of  that  body, 
B&tisfactory  adjustments  of  controversies  were  effected. 

They  further  reported  that  because  of  the  friendly  attitude  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation  toward  organized  labor  they  had  incurred  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  different  manufacturers'  associations,  anti-trade  union 
leagues,  and  so  on;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  that  part  of  Article  VII,  Section  15,  prohibiting  members 
of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  from  affiliating  or  accepting  a  position  with  the 
National  Civic  Federation  be  stricken  from  the  constitution. 

GEO.    HAMILTON 
HUGH   WILLIS. 

The  above  resolution  was  adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  1248  at  their 
meeting  on  Monday,  December  18th,  and  referred  to  the  International  con- 
vention for  action. 

HUGH  WILLIS,  President. 
LOUIS   H.   MISKER,   Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  11. 
•  t 

Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  maintaining  our  organization  in  its  present  form. 
v^th  its  multiplicity  of  officers,  has  occasioned  considerable  unfavorable 
comment  and  unnecessary  expense;  and, 

Whereas,  This  money  could  be  put  to  much  better  use  if  it  were  applied 
to  pay  increased  benefits,  or  accident  and  funeral  benefits;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  Section  1,  Article  II,  of  the  International  constitution 
bp  aweiided  by  inserting  after  the  word  *'of  in  the  fourth  line,  the  words 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  9. 

Resolved,  That  this  conventiou  adopt  a  card  system  to  keep  our  members 
in  annual  convention,  to  prevent  the  delegates  from  imposing  on  hiB  local 
by  absenting  himself  from  the  convention  at  any  time,  said  card  to  eon- 
tain  all  of  the  regular  dates  of  the  convention,  and  that  the  district  and  sub- 
district  officers  aided  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  shall  punch  or  stamp  all  the 
dates  as  said  delegate  attends  the  convention,  and  that  said  delegate  shall 
return  said  card  to  his  local  union. 

CHAUNCEY  GREEN, 'President. 
CHESTER  HOWES,  Recording  SecreUry. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  10. 

To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  International  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912 — Greeting: 

Whereas,  At  the  last  International  convention  held  in  Columbos,  0^ 
Article  No.  7,  Section  No.  15,  of  the  International  constitution  was  amended 
so  as  to  prohibit  any  member  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  holding  membership  or 
accepting  a  position  with  the  National  Civic  Federation;  and, 

Whereas,  At  the  last  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  delegates  voted  almost  unaminous  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee,  who  after  careful  investigation  reported  that  they 
found  that  the  National  Civic  Federation  was  organized  in  part  for  the 
purpose  of  furthering  the  adjustments  of  disputes  between  employers  and 
employes,  through  the  methods  of  friendly  conference,  conciliation  or 
arbitration  when  mutually  acceptable,  and  the  consummation  of  joint  cob- 
tracts  and  agreements  covering  terms  of  employment,  in  addition  to  bringing 
together  representative  men  from  all  groups  for  the  public  discussion  of  the 
question  affecting  the  relation  between  employers  and  organized  workmei. 
This  organization  they  found  at  the  time  of  its  inception  set  the  ofBcial  Bsal 
of  approval  upon  the  recognition  of  trade  unions  by  employers,  and  as  ifi* 
dorsing  the  consumation  of  formal  agreements  covering  the  terms  of  employ- 
ment between  employers  and  organized  workmen,  they  alaa  reported  th»* 
they  had  no  information  that  would  indicate  that  the  National  Civic  Feders  ' 
tion  had  at  any  time  departed  from  the  policy  as  above  outHned^  but  thit 
they  had  evidence  which  demonstrated  that  it  had  extended  its  origiiul 
proirram  by  creating  departments,  whose  entire  work  baa  been  to  gi^t  i  j 
wider-spread  influence  in  favor  of  peaceful  adjustrnfrnts  of  all    quefiiUui 
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arising  between  employers  and  organized  workman.  They  also  reported  that 
they  had  no  evidence  which  would  indicate  that  the  influence  of  the  National 
Civic  Federation  had  ever  been  unfriendly  to  organized  labor  or  that  it  had 
been  detrimental,  either  when  negotiations  were  in  progress  between  em- 
iiloyers  and  trade  unions  or  when  industrial  controversies  had^led  to  strikes 
or  lockouts. 

Officers  of  National  and  International  Unions  affiliated  with  the  Ameri 
can  Federation  of  Labor  appeared  before  that  committee  and  testified  that 
on  numerous  occasions  interviews  and  conferences  were  secured  with  employ- 
ers who  had  previously  refused  to  meet  representatives  of  their  organizations: 
Through  the  kindly  offices  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  and  as  a  result 
of  their  interviews  and  conferences,  and  the  friendly  influences  of  that  body, 
satisfactory  adjustments  of  controversies  were  effected. 

They  further  reported  that  because  of  the  friendly  attitude  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation  toward  organized  labor  they  had  incurred  the 
bitter  hostUity  of  the  different  manufacturers'  a8sociations,  anti-trade  union 
leagues,  and  so  on;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolvcd,  That  that  part  of  Article  VII,  Section  15,  prohibiting  members 
of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  from  affiliating  or  accepting  a  position  with  the 
National  Civic  Federation  be  stricken  from  the  constitution. 

GEO.    HAMILTON 
HUGH   WILLIS. 

The  above  resolution  was  adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  1248  at  their 
meeting  on  Monday,  December  18th,  and  referred  to  the  International  con- 
vention for  action. 

HUGH  WILLIS,  President. 
LOUIS   H.   MISKEB,   Secretary. 

KKSOLUTION  NO.  11. 

»  i 

Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  maintaining  our  organization  in  its  present  form, 
witb  its  multiplicity  of  officers,  has  occasioned  considerable  unfavorable 
emument  and  unnecessary  expense;  and, 

Whereas,  This  money  could  be  put  to  much  better  use  if  it  were  applied 
ta  pay  iticreaeed  beiKifitB,  or  Hrindtisr.  <mil  iiiunu]  iit^rK^flU;  therefore,  be  it 

Eeiolved,  That  Secticio  I,  Artieb  II,  i»C  tfa^^  Intemiitional  constitution 
^  Rmendea  by  InKtirttf^c^  ttf^|J^M■|^^|flU||ll^ihe  fourth  line,  the  words 
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**the   Presidents  of  the   various   District  Organizations,"  thereby  making 
the  district  presidents  the  International  Executive  Board. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  12. 
.  Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  Section  2,  of  Article  II,  providing  for  the  dulses  of  the  preai 
dent,  makes  provision  for  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  officers,  or  mem- 
bers, to  examine  the  financial  accounts  of  any  local  union;  and, 

Whereas,  The  experience  of  those  in  charge  of  District  12,  Illinois,  in 
appointing  a  traveling  auditor,  has  more  thnn  justified  the  expense  incident 
thereto;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  words  **whon  deemed  necessary"  be  stricken  out 
and  the  words  **at  least  once  every  year"  inserted,  so  that  the  books  of 
every  local  union  shall  be  examined  by  a  competent  auditor  at  least  once 
every  twelve  months. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  13. 
Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  Section  7  of  Article  V,  contains  a  provision  as  to  who  shall 
be  eligible  to  represent  the  organization  in  any  sub-district,  district,  or  In- 
ternational convention,  central  body,  or  State  Federation  of  Labor  conven- 
tion, and  makes  no  provision  as  to  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  convention;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  strike  out  the  word  **or"  in  the  seventh  line,  and 
insert  after  the  words  ''State  Federation  of  Labor,"  the  words  **or  Ameri 
can  Federation  of  Labor." 

RESOLUTION  NO.  14. 
Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  The  present  method  of  auditing  the  books  of  the  Secretary 
Treasurer  is  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  the  time  required  for  the  auditors 
to  go  over  the  books,  and  the  expense  incident  thereto;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  strike  out  Section  2  of  Article  XI  and  insert  the 
following  in  lieu  thereof: 

''A  competent  auditor,  from  a  reputable  accounting  Arm,  shall  examine 
the  books  of  the  S*;cretary-Treasurer  quarterly,  and  the  report  shall  be 
published  in  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal." 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  15. 

Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  Our  organization  must  necessarily  depend  for  its  future  success 

on  the  rank  and  file  of  the  membership,  and  should  continually  strive  for 

the  highest  degree  of  intelligence  among  our  members;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  (Section  1  of  Article  XIY  be  amended  by  adding^  "All 
applicants  for  membership  to  bear  a  good  reputation,  and  be  men  of  good 
standing  in  the  community." 

RESOLUTION  NO.  16. 
Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 
Whereas,  Section  5  of  Article  XV,  of  our  present  constitution  requires 
all  local  unions  to  aflSliate  with  the  State  Federation  of  Labor;  and, 

Whereas,  There  is  a  serious  doubt  in  the  minds  of  a  great  many  of  our 
members  as  to  the  advisability  of  such  affiliation;  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  this  section  be  striken  from  the  constitution. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  17. 

Enterprise,  Iowa,  December  20,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty- third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. — Greeting: 

Whereas,  It  is  apparent  that  a  better  understanding,  a  more  brotherly 
feeling/  and  a  closer  alliance  is  very  much  needed  between  the  negro  and 
Caucasian  members  of  our  organization. 

Every  year  we  see  more  and  more  discontent  and  unrest  among  the 
colored  brothers  of  our  union.  Discrimination  is  rife  on  all  sides  in  the 
organized  fields,  in  the  mines,  in  the  local  unions,  in  the  sub-district,  in  the 
district,  as  well  as  in  the  national  union,  due  largely  to  race  prejudice. 
Discontent  is  increasing  among  the  colored  miners  on  account  of  such 
conditions. 

When  organizers  go  into  the  *  *  Black  Belt ' '  the  first  question  asked  them 
is  this,  "Why  is  it  there  are  no  negroes  holding  paying  officesT"  or  "Why 
is  it  you  never  eJect  a  negro  on  the  board  f"  Negroes  in  the  union  fields 
heUeve  in  and  are  demanding  representation.  I  believe  the  negro  miners 
are  entitled  to  a  national  board  member  for  the  reasons  as  given  below: 

First,  there  are  twenty-eight  board  members  and  from  a  fair  repre- 
sentative standpoint  based  upon  taxation  the  colored  people  are  entitled 
to  at  least  one  member. 
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Secoud,  We  cannot  elect  a  man  by  the  referendum  owing  to  rac©  pre- 
judice over  which  we  have  no  control  and  for  which  we  are  not  re8X>on8ib1e. 

Third,  In  order  that  our  organization  may  be  strengthened  and  its  in- 
lluence  spread  over  the  black  belt,  and  that  discontent  may  be  eliminated 
from  our  ranks  and  that  in  order  to  restore  peace  and  tranquility  that  for- 
merly existed  and  ought  to  exist  within  our  ranks. 

We  know  we  can  best  promote  the  interest  of  this  organization  by  direct 
representation,  and  as  it  is  evident  no  negro  can  hope  to  be  elected  on  the 
board  by  referendum,  on  account  of  race  and  color  prejudice  we  petition 
your  honorable  body  to  adopt  the  following: 

That  Section  1  of  Article  II  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

' '  The  officers  of  this  union  shall  be  one  president,  one  vice-president,  one 
secretary-treasurer  and  an  Executive  Board  to  be  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  district,  and  one  Board  member  at  large,  Board  member  at  large 
lo  be  elected  by  each  general  convention.  The  president,  vice-president 
and  secretary-treasurer  to  be  members  of  the  Board  by  virtue  of  their 
I'Osition." 

(Submitted)     G.  H.  EDMUNDS. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  18. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  November  10,  1911. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of   the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention— 

Greeting: 

Whereas,  We  are  about  to  enter  into  another  struggle  for  a  wage  con- 
tract for  a  period  of  two  years;  and, 

Whereas,  The  two-year  contract  has  proven  a  great  saving,  not  only  to 
our  organization,  but  to  the  entire  country.  It  has  saved  us  thousands  of 
dollars  and  the  consuming  public  has  been  relieved  of  the  anxiety  of  pro- 
longed yearly  suspensions;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  since  our  contracts  are  made  for  two  years 
we  can  save  time  and  money  by  electing  our  national  officers  for  two  years. 
Also  by  holding  national  conventions  bi-annually,  thereby  relieving  the 
organization  of  a  heavy  and  needless  expense;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  8  of  Article  II  be  stricken  out  and  the  following 
bo  inserted  in  lieu  thereof: 

All  elective  national  officers  shall  be  elected  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
Term  of  office  to  begin  April  1st  and  end  March  3l8t. 
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(B)  That  a  new  section  be  added  to  be  known  as  Section  9  to  read  ae 
follows: 

That  upon  the  signed  request  of  20  per  cent,  of  the  entire  membership  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  the  International  Executive  Board  shall  call  an  election  ^ 
for  the  recall  of  any  International  oiScer  who  was  elected  hy  the  national 
nnion.  The  result  of  such  election  to  be  determined  as  in  Section  1  of 
Article  VI. 

That  Section  1  of  Article  VI  be  amended  by  inserting  on  line  8,  after 
the  word  "Each  Election/'  making  said  section  read,  ''Second  Tuesday  in 
December  of  each  election  year. ' ' 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

GEO.  H.  EDMUNDS. 

•  BESOLUTION  NO.  20. 

Jason viUe,  Ind.,  December  9,  1911. 
We,  as  a  committee  from  Lattas  Creek  Local  No.  2024,  do  hereby  wish 
to  present  to  the  twenty-third  annual  convention  at  Indianapolis  in  January, 
1912,  the  following  resolutions; 

We  recommend  that  Article  II,  Section  1,  of  the  national  constitution 
be  changed,  so  that  each  district  president  shall  act  as  a  member  of  the 
National  Executive'  Board,  and  that  all  such  presidents  to  be  elected  by 
the  members  of  each  district;  and  be  it 

Besolved,  That  in  all  balloting  for  national  officers  the  ballot  sheets 
be  changed  so  that  the  candidates'  names  shall  appear  alternate  with  each 
other  for  the  different  offices  that  each  candidate  is  running  for. 

(Signed)     CHAS.    GBAFTON. 
O.  N.  CHAMELL. 
Local  Union  2024,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  21. 

Whereas,  It  appears  that  from  custom  adopted  by  certain  officers  of 
our  organization  in  the  past,  that  in  appointing  committees  they  have 
ignored  the  voice  of  our  members  by  placing  a  majority  of  officers  instead 
of  members  on  all  committees;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  a  section  relating  to  the  appointment  of   committees 
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causing  the  majority  of  all  committees  to  be  appointed  from  the  delegates 
in  stead  of  officers,  be  placed  in  our  national  constitution. 

C.  H.   CHISENHALL. 

JAMES  PATTON 

ROBT.  EWDWARA8. 

WM.  BOYCE. 

WM.  SULLIVAN. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  23. 

Arnot,  Pa.,  December  23,  1911. 
To  the  Constitution  Committee: 

Dear  Sir: — Local  Union  No.  865  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  of  Arnot,  Penn.,  pre- 
sents the  following  section  to  the  International  constitution,  Section  12  of 
Article  IV: 

The  word  member  wherever  it  appears  is  understood  to  include  all 
persons  from  whom  tax  or  assessment  have  been  collected,  whether  or  not 
they  have  taken  the  obligation.  But  no  member,  unless  duly  initiated  and 
having  paid  the  initiation  fee  shall  vote  for  International,  district  or  local 
union  officers,  nor  have  a  vote  or  voice  in  the  local  union  meetings. 

F.  C.  KINNEY,  Secretory. 
WM.  CAMBERS. 
J.  W.  KINNEY. 
JAMES  E.  TOEMEY. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  22. 

Whereas,  In  the  past,  criminals  and  crooks,  who  have  robbed  and  other- 
wise done  personal  violence  to  our  organization,  causing  much  trouble  and 
expense;  and, 

Whereas,  In  order  to  warn  the  organization  of  such  men  through  the 
columns  of  the  Journal,  an  outrageous  fee  is  charged;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,     That     all     absconders    and    crooks    in    general    found    in    the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  be  advertised  for  a  period  of  four  weeks  in  the  U.  M.  W.  of 
A.  Journal,  said  advertising  to  be  free  gratis  to  all  locals. 
JAMES  PATTON  WM.  BOYCE. 

C.  H.   CHISENHALL.  WM.  SULLIVAN. 

ROBT.  EWDWARAS.  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  27. 

Mystic,  Iowa,  November  23,  1911. 
To   the   Officers   and    Delegates   of   the   Twenty-third    National    Convention, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  III,  Section  3,  be  struck  out  and  the  follow- 
ing inserted  in  lieu  thereof: 

The  compensation  of  tollers  and  auditors  and  credential  committee  shall 
be  |o.50  per  day,  and  to  bear  their  own  expenses  for  all  time  actually  em- 
ployed in  the  performance  of  their  duty  when  employed  by  the  organiza- 
tion. The  same  to  apply  to  board  members  and  organizers,  the  organization 
to  bear  transportation  expenses. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  28. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  II,  Section  4,  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  word  president  on  line  9,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof.  International  Execu- 
tive Board. 

RESOLUTION   NO.   29. 

Be  it  Resolved,  'J'hat  Article  Til,  Section  2,  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  following,  commencing  with  Executive  on  line  8. 

Executive  Board  members,  $4.00  per  day  and  all  legitimate  expenses 
when  employed  by  the  president  to  work  in  the  interest  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  U.  No.  634  U.  M.  VV.  of  A. 

REtSOLUTlON  NO.  30. 

To   the   Officers   and    Delegates   of   the    Twenty-third    National    Convention, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Whereas,  The  taxation  of  the  U.  M.  \V.  of  A.  is  burdensome  and  by  a 
very  large  majority  considered  very  unreasonable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our 
organization  is  making  but  very  little  progress,  and  is  causing  much  dis- 
content among  the  rank  and  file,  and 

Whereas,  The  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  is  a  business  institution  and  should  be  con- 
ducted along  the  most  frugal  and  economic  linos  to  c<^"serve  the  lie.st  interest 
of  the  most  humble  taxpayer,  and 

Whereas,    The    great    army    of    international    representatives,    commonly 
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c.illed  orgunizerSy  like  a  caucer  on  the  luiuian  body,  sapping  the  life  and  vitality 
out  of  it,  they  too,  sap  the  life  and  vitality  out  of  the  International  Treasury, 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  cost  (»f  maintaining  that  great  army  of  organ- 
izers is  far  in  excess  of  the  purchase  received ; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  By  Local  Union  No.  634,  that  we  ask  the  na- 
tional convention  to  dispense  with  \ho.  organizers  and  use  the  executive  board  in 
case  there  is  need  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  U.  No.  634  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  32. 

Hocking,  Iowa,  December  21,  1911. 
At  a  regular  meeting  held  on  the  aboA-e  date  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  by  our  local  union: 

Resolved,  To  amend  Article  5,  Section  2  International  constitution,  by 
striking  out  the  words  ''elective  or"  in  lines  16  and  17. 

(Signed)     TiOBERT    BLACK,    President. 
JOE  ANDERSON,  Secretary. 

Local  Union  1121  Hocking,  Iowa. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  35. 

6.  Wilmington,  111.,  December  26,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  no  district  or  sub-district  otBcers  shall  render  a  joint 
decision  to  become  final  and  binding  on  any  question  or  grievance  without 
first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  local  or  locals  affected.  The  decision  shall 
bo  made  subject  to  the  apporval  of  the  local  or  local  unions  affected.  All 
such  deci.sions  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  properly  signed. 

JOE  rOMATTO 
AURTHUR  PURDY. 
MARCO    CONSTANTINO.    • 
ED.  KNUDSTON. 
BERNARD  SHOSTRUM. 

Committee. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  36. 

S.  Wilmington,  111.,  December  26,  1911. 
Propo.~cd  amendments  to  International  constitution,  if.  M.  W.  of  A. 
Resolved,   That  the   words   "of  one  member  from  each  district"   be 
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stricken   out   and   insert   in   lieu   thereof   the   words   ''district   president," 
making  Article  II,  Section  1,  read  as  follows: 

The  oflScers  of  the  union  shall  be  one  president,  one  vice-president,  one 
secretary-treasurer  and  an  Executive  Board,  to  be  composed  of  the  district 
presidents  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  each  district  to 
elect  its  members  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  the  president,  vice- 
president  and  secretary-treasurer  to  be  members  of  the  Board  by  reason  of 
their  position. 

JOE  POMATTO 

AUETHUB  PURDY. 

MABCO    CONSTANTINO. 

ED.  KNUDSTON. 

BERNARD  SHOSTRUM. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37. 

e.  Wilmington,  111.,  December  26,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  Article  II,  Section  6,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  "or  suspension''  on  line  3  Page  9,  and  the  words  *'or  suspension"  on 
lines   7   and   8   on   Page   10. 

That  Article  X,  Section  4,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  ''sus- 
pension" on  line  5,  Page  33. 

JOB  POMATTO 
AURTHUR  PURDY. 
MARCO    CONSTANTINO. 
ED.  KNUDSTON. 
BERNARD  SHOSTRUM. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  45. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  December  23,  1911. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  The  present  form  of  transfer 'card  is  unsatisfactory  and  ought 
to  be  discontinued;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  the  organization  shall  issue  to  every  new  member,  and 
to  every  member  in  good  standing,  a  card  of  membership  and  Identlficaticn, 
which  may  be  carried  in  the  pocket.    The  reverse  side  of  the  c.ird  may  be 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  9. 

Eesolved,  That  this  convention  adopt  a  card  system  to  keep  our  members 
in  annual  convention,  to  prevent  the  delegates  from  imposing  on  hia  local 
by  absenting  himself  from  the  convention  at  any  time,  said  card  to  eon- 
tain  all  of  tlie  regular  dates  of  the  convention,  and  that  the  diatrict  and  sub- 
district  officers  aided  liy  the  sergeant-at-arms  shall  punch  or  stamp  all  the 
dates  as  said  delegate  attends  the  convention,  and  that  said  delegate  shall 
return  said  card  to  his  local  union. 

CHAUNCEY  GREEN,' President. 
CHESTER  HOWES,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  10. 

To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  International  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912 — Greeting: 

Whereas,  At  the  last  International  convention  held  in  ColumbnB,  0, 
Article  No.  7,  Section  No.  15,  of  the  International  constitution  was  amended 
so  as  to  prohibit  any  member  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  holding  membership  or 
accepting  a  position  with  the  National  Civic  Federation;  and, 

Whereas,  At  the  last  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  delegates  voted  almost  unaminous  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee,  who  after  careful  investigation  reported  that  they 
found  that  the  National  Civic  Federation  was  organized  in  part  for  the 
purpose  of  furthering  the  adjustments  of  disputes  between  employers  aod 
employes,  through  the  methods  of  friendly  conference,  conciliation  or 
arbitration  when  mutually  acceptable,  and  the  consummation  of  joint  eon- 
tracts  and  agreements  covering  terms  of  employment,  in  addition  to  bringing 
together  representative  men  from  all  groups  for  the  public  discussion  of  the 
question  affecting  the  relation  between  employers  and  organized  workmen 
This  organization  they  found  at  the  time  of  its  inception  set  the  official  seal 
of  approval  upon  the  recognition  of  trade  unions  by  employers,  and  as  it- 
dorsing  the  consumation  of  formal  agreements  covering  the  terms  of  employ- 
ment between  employers  and  organized  workmen,  they  also  reported  that 
they  had  no  information  that  would  indicate  that  the  National  Civic  Federa-  ' 
tion  had  at  any  time  departed  from  the  policy  as  above  outlined,  bnt  that 
they  had  evidence  which  demonstrated  that  it  had  extended  its  original 
program  by  creating  departments,  whoso  entire  work  has  been  to  give  a 
wider-spread   influence   in   favor   of  peaceful   adjustments  of  all   questioni 
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arising  between  employers  and  organized  workman.  They  also  reported  that 
they  had  no  evidence  which  would  indicate  that  the  influence  of  the  National 
Civic  Federation  had  ever  been  unfriendly  to  organized  labor  or  that  it  had 
been  detrimental,  either  when  negotiations  were  in  progress  between  em- 
ployers and  trade  unions  or  when  industrial  controversies  had  Jed  to  strikes 
or  lockouts. 

Officers  of  National  and  International  Unions  affiliated  with  the  Ameri 
can  Federation  of  Labor  appeared  before  that  committee  and  testified  that 
on  numerous  occasions  interviews  and  conferences  were  secured  with  employ- 
ers who  had  previously  refused  to  meet  representatives  of  their  organizations; 
Through  the  kindly  offices  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  and  as  a  result 
of  their  interviews  and  conferences,  and  the  friendly  influences  of  that  body, 
satisfactory  adjustments  of  controversies  were  effected. 

They  further  reported  that  because  of  the  friendly  attitude  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation  toward  organized  labor  they  had  incurred  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  different  manufacturers'  associations,  anti-trade  union 
leagues,  and  so  on;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  Article  VII,  Section  15,  prohibiting  members 
of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  from  affiliating  or  accepting  a  position  with  the 
National  Civic  Federation  be  stricken  from  the  constitution. 

GEO.    HAMILTON 
HUGH   WILLIS. 
The  above  resolution  was  adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  1248  at  their 
meeting  on  Monday,  December  18th,  and  referred  to  the  International  con- 
vention for  action. 

HUGH  WILLIS,  President. 
LOUIS    II.   MISKP^B,   Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  11. 

t 

Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  maintaining  our  organization  in  its  pre8<'nt  form. 
^vith  its  multiplicity  of  officers,  has  occasioned  considerable  unfavorable 
comvient  and  unnecessary  expense;  and, 

Whereas,  This  money  could  be  put  to  much  bett<T  use  if  it  were  applied 
to  pay  increased  benefits,  or  accident  and  funeral  benefits;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  Section  1,  Article  II,  of  the  International  constitution 
bp  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  *'of '*  in  the  fourth  line,  the  words 


Digitized  by 


Google 


780 

"the   Presidents   of   the   Various   District   Organizations/'  thereby   making 
the  district  presidents  the  International  Executive  Board. 

KESOLUTIOX  NO.  12. 
-  Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  Section  2,  of  Article  II,  providing  for  the  du^es  of  the  presi 
dent,  makes  provision  for  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  officers,  or  mem- 
bers, to  examine  the  financial  accounts  of  any  local  union;  and, 

Whereas,  The  experience  of  those  in  charge  of  District  12,  Illinois,  in 
appointing  a  traveling  auditor,  has  more  than  justified  the  expense  incident 
thereto;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  words  **when  deemed  necessary"  be  stricken  out 
and  the  words  '*at  least  once  every  year*'  inserted,  so  that  the  books  of 
every  local  union  shall  be  examined  by  a  competent  auditor  at  least  on« 
every  twelve  months. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  13. 
Amendment  to  the  InternHtional  Constitution. 

Whereas,  Section  7  of  Article  V,  contains  a  provision  as  to  who  shall 
be  eligible  to  represent  the  organization  in  any  sub-district,  district,  or  In- 
ternationa] convention,  central  body,  or  State  Federation  of  Labor  conven- 
tion, and  makes  no  provision  as  to  delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  convention;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  strike  out  the  word  **or*'  in  the  seventh  line,  and 
insert  after  the  words  ** State  Federation  of  Labor,"  the  words  "or  Ameri 
can  Federation  of  Labor." 

RESOLUTION  NO.  14. 
Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  The  present  method  of  auditing  the  books  of  the  Secretary 
Treasurer  is  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  the  time  required  for  the  auditors 
to  go  over  the  books,  and  the  expense  incident  thereto;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  strike  out  Section  2  of  Article  XI  and  insert  the 
following  in  lieu  thereof: 

' '  A  competent  auditor,  from  a  reputable  accounting  firm,  shall  examixie 
the  books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  quarterly,  and  the  report  shall  be 
published  in  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal." 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  15. 

Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 

Whereas,  Our  organization  must  necessarily  depend  for  its  future  success 

on  the  rank  and  file  of  the  membership,  and  should  continually  strive  for 

the  highest  degree  of  intelligence  among  our  members;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  1  of  Article  XIY  be  amended  by  adding^  <'A11 
applicants  for  membership  to  bear  a  good  reputation,  and  be  men  of  good 
standing  in  the  community." 

RESOLUTION  NO.  16. 
Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 
Whereas,  Section  5  of  Article  XV,  of  our  present  constitution  requires 
all  local  unions  to  affiliate  with  the  State  Federation  of  Labor;  and. 

Whereas,  There  is  a  serious  doubt  in  the  minds  of  a  great  many  of  our 
members  as  to  tho  advisability  of  such  affiliation;  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  this  section  be  striken  from  the  constitution. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  17. 

Enterprise,  Iowa,  December  20,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty- third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. — Greeting: 

Whereas,  It  is  apparent  that  a  better  understanding,  a  more  brotherly 
feeling/  and  a  closer  alliance  is  very  much  needed  between  the  negro  and 
Caucasian  members  of  our  organization. 

Every  year  we  see  more  and  more  discontent  and  unrest  among  the 
colored  brothers  of  our  union.  Discrimination  is  rife  on  all  sides  in  the 
organized  fields,  in  the  mines,  in  the  local  unions,  in  the  sub-district,  in  the 
district,  as  well  as  in  the  national  union,  due  largely  to  race  prejudice. 
Discontent  is  increasing  among  the  colored  miners  on  account  of  such 
conditions. 

When  organizers  go  into  the  *' Black  Belt"  the  first  question  asked  them 
is  this,  "Why  is  it  there  are  no  negroes  holding  paying  officesi"  or  "Why 
is  it  you  never  elect  a  negro  on  the  board  f"  Negroes  in  the  union  fields 
believe  in  and  are  demanding  representation.  I  believe  the  negro  miners 
are  entitled  to  a  national  board  member  for  the  reasons  as  given  below: 

First,  there  are  twenty-eight  board  members  and  from  a  fair  repre- 
sentative standpoint  based  upon  taxation  the  oolored  people  are  entitled 
to  at  least  one  member. 
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Seeoud,  We  cannot  elect  a  man  by  the  referendum  owing  to  race  pre- 
judice over  which  we  have  no  control  and  for  which  we  are  not  responsible. 

Third,  In  order  that  our  organization  may  be  strengthened  and  its  in- 
fluence spread  over  the  black  belt,  and  that  discontent  may  be  eliminated 
from  our  ranks  and  that  in  order  to  restore  peace  and  tranquility  that  for- 
merly existed  and  ought  to  exist  within  our  ranks. 

We  know  we  can  best  promote  the  interest  of  this  organization  by  direct 
representation,  and  as  it  is  evident  no  negro  can  hope  to  be  elected  on  the 
board  by  referendum,  on  account  of  race  and  color  prejudice  we  petition 
your  honorable  body  to  adopt  the  following: 

That  Section  1  of  Article  II  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

' '  The  officers  of  this  union  shall  be  one  president,  one  vice-president,  one 
secretary-treasurer  and  an  Executive  Board  to  be  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  district,  and  one  Board  member  at  large,  Board  member  at  large 
to  bo  elected  by  each  general  convention.  The  president,  vice-president 
and  secretary-treasurer  to  be  members  of  the  Board  by  virtue  of  their 
l-osition." 

(Submitted)     G.  H.  EDMUNDS. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  18. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  November  10,  1911. 
To  the   Officers  and   Delegates  of   the   Twenty-third   Annual  Convention- 
Greeting: 

Whereas,  We  are  about  to  enter  into  another  struggle  for  a  wage  con- 
tract for  a  period  of  two  years;  and. 

Whereas,  The  two-year  contract  has  proven  a  great  saving,  not  only  to 
our  organization,  but  to  the  entire  country.  It  has  saved  us  thousands  of 
dollars  and  the  consuming  public  has  been  relieved  of  the  anxiety  of  pro- 
longed yearly  suspensions;  and. 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  since  our  contracts  are  made  for  two  years 
we  can  save  time  and  money  by  electing  our  national  officers  for  two  years. 
Also  by  holding  national  conventions  bi-annually,  thereby  relieving  the 
organization  of  a  heavy  and  needless  expense;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  8  of  Article  II  be  stricken  out  and  the  following 
bo  inserted  in  lieu  thereof: 

All  elective  national  officers  shall  be  elected  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
Term  of  office  to  begin  April  1st  and  end  March  31  st. 
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(B)  That  a  new  section  be  added  to  be  known  as  Section  9  to  read  as 
follows: 

That  upon  the  signed  request  of  20  per  cent,  of  the  entire  membership  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  the  International  Executive  Board  shall  call  an  election 
for  the  recall  of  any  International  officer  who  was  elected  by  the  national 
union.  The  result  of  such  election  to  be  determined  as  in  Section  1  of 
Article  VI. 

That  Section  1  of  Article  VI  be  amended  by  inserting  on  line  8,  after 
the  word  "Each  Election,"  making  said  section  read,  ''Second  Tuesday  in 
December  of  each  election  year. ' ' 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  H.  EDMUNDS. 

•  BESOLUTION  NO.  20. 

Jasonville,  Ind.,  December  9,  1911. 
We,  as  a  committee  from  Lattas  Creek  Local  No.  2024,  do  hereby  wish 
to  present  to  the  twenty-third  annual  convention  at  Indianapolis  in  January, 
1912,  the  following  resolutions; 

We  recommend  that  Article  II,  Section  1,  of  the  national  constitution 
be  changed,  so  that  each  district  president  shall  act  as  a  member  of  the 
National  Executive*  Board,  and  that  all  such  presidents  to  be  elected  by 
the  members  of  each  district;  and  be  it 

Eesolved,  That  in  all  balloting  for  national  officers  the  ballot  sheets 
be  changed  so  that  the  candidates'  names  shall  appear  alternate  with  each 
other  for  the  different  offices  that  each  candidate  is  running  for. 

(Signed)     CHAS.    GBAFTON. 
O.  N.  CHAMELL. 
Local  Union  2024,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  21. 

Whereas,  It  appears  that  from  custom  adopted  by  certain  officers  of 
our  organization  in  the  past,  that  in  appointing  committees  they  have 
ignored  the  voice  of  our  members  by  placing  a  majority  of  officers  instead 
of  members  on  all  committees;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  section  relating  to  the  appointment  of  committees 
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causing  the  majority  of  all  committees  to  be  appointed  from  the  delegates 
in  stead  of  officers,  be  placed  in  our  national  constitution. 

C.  H.  CHISBNHALL. 

JAMES  PATTON 

ROBT.  EWDWABAS. 

WM.  BOYCE. 

WM.  SULLIVAN. 

Committee. 

KESOLUTION  NO.  23. 

Arnot,  Pa.,  December  23,  1911. 
To  the  Constitution  Committee: 

Dear  Sir: — Local  Union  No.  865  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  of  Arnot,  Penn.,  pre- 
sents the  following  section  to  the  International  constitution,  Section  12  of 
Article  IV: 

The  word  member  wherever  it  appears  is  understood  to  include  all 
persons  from  whom  tax  or  assessment  have  been  collected,  whether  or  not 
they  have  taken  the  obligation.  But  no  member,  unless  duly  initiated  and 
having  paid  the  initiation  fee  shall  vote  for  International,  district  or  local 
union  officers,  nor  have  a  vote  or  voice  in  the  local  union  meetings. 

F.  C.  KINNEY,  Secretary. 
WM.  CAMBERS. 
J.  W.  KINNEY. 
JAMES  E.  TOBMEY. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  22. 

Whereas,  In  the  past,  criminals  and  crooks,  who  have  robbed  and  other- 
vsise  done  personal  violence  to  our  organization,  causing  much  trouble  and 
expense;  and. 

Whereas,  In  order  to  warn  the  organization  of  such  men  through  the 
columns  of  the  Journal,  an  outrageous  fee  is  charged;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,     That    all     absconders    and    crooks   in    general    found    in    the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  be  advertised  for  a  period  of  four  weeks  in  the  U.  M.  W.  of 
A.  Journal,  said  advertising  to  be  free  gratis  to  all  locals. 
JAMES  PATTON  WM.  BOYCE. 

C.  H.   CmSENHALL.  WM.  SULLIVAN. 

ROBT.  EWDWABAS.  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  27. 

Mystic,  Iowa,  November  23,  1911. 
To   the   Officers   and    Delegates   of   the   Twenty-third    National    Convention, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  III,  Section  3,  be  struck  out  and  the  follow- 
ing inserted  in  lieu  thereof: 

The  compensation  of  t«  Hers  and  auditors  and  credential  committee  shall 
be  $5.50  per  day,  and  to  bear  their  own  expenses  for  all  time  actually  em- 
ployed in  the  performance  of  their  duty  when  employed  by  the  organiza- 
tion. The  same  to  apply  to  board  members  and  organizers,  the  organization 
to  bear  transportation  expenses. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  28. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  ILj  Section  4,  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  word  president  on  line  9,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  International  Execu- 
tive Board. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  29. 

Be  it  Resolved,  'J'hat  Article  III,  Section  2,  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  following,  commencing  with  Executive  on  line  8. 

Executive  Board  men\bers,  $4.00  per  day  and  all  legitimate  expenses 
when  employed  by  the  president  to  work  in  the  interest  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  U.  No.  634  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  30. 

To    the   Officers   and    Delegates   of   the    Twenty-tliird    National    Convention, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Whereas,  The  taxation  of  the  U.  M.  \V.  of  A.  is  burdensome  and  by  a 
very  large  majority  considered  very  uureaponable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our 
organization  is  making  but  very  little  progress,  and  is  causing  much  dis- 
content among  the  rank  and  file,  and 

Whereas,  The  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  is  a  Vjusiness  institution  and  should  be  con- 
ducted along  the  most  frugal  and  economic  lines  to  c^^nserve  the  best  interest 
of  the  most  humble  taxpayer,  and 

Whereas,    The    great    army    of    internatiuiuil     representatives,    commonly 
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called  orgunizers,  like  a  cancer  on  the  liunian  body,  sapping  the  life  and  vitality 
out  of  it,  they  too,  sap  the  life  and  vitality  out  of  the  International  Treasury, 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  that  great  army  of  organ- 
izers is  far  in  excess  of  the  purchase  received ; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved.  By  Local  Union  No.  634,  that  we  ask  the  na- 
tional convention  to  dispense  with  tlie  orjjanizors  and  use  the  executive  board  in 
case  there  is  need  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  U.  No.  634  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RKSOLUTION  NO.  32. 

Hocking,  Iowa,  December  21,  1911. 
At  a  regular  meeting  held  on  the  above  date  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  by  our  local  union: 

Resolved,  To  amend  Article  5,  Section  2  International  constitution,  by 
striking  out  the  words  ** elective  or''  in  lines  16  and  17. 

(Signed)     T^OBERT    BLACK,    President. 
JOE  ANDERSON,  Secretary. 

Local  Union  1121  Hocking,  Iowa. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  35. 

e.  Wilmington,  111.,  December  26,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  no  district  or  sub-district  officers  shall  render  a  joint 
decision  to  become  final  and  binding  on  any  question  or  grievance  without 
Brst  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  local  or  locals  affected.  The  decision  shall 
be  made  subject  to  the  apporval  of  the  local  or  local  unions  affected.  All 
such  decisions  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  properly  signed. 

JOE  POMATTO 
AURTHUR  PURDY. 
MARCO    CONSTANTINO.    - 
ED.  KNUDSTON. 
BERNARD  SHOSTRUM. 

Committee. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  36. 

S.   Wilmington,  111.,  December  26,  1911. 
Propoj-od  amendments  to  International  constitution,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
Resolved,   That   the   words   **of   one   member   from   each   district"   be 
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stricken   out   and   insert   in   lieu   thereof   the   words   '* district   president," 
making  Article  II,  Section  1,  read  as  follows: 

The  officers  of  the  union  shall  be  one  president,  one  vice-president,  one 
secretary-treasurer  and  an  Executive  Board,  to  be  composed  of  the  district 
presidents  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  each  district  to 
elect  its  members  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  the  president,  vice- 
president  and  secretary-treasurer  to  be  members  of  the  Board  by  reason  of 
their  position. 

JOE  POMATTO 

AURTHUB  PURDY. 

MARCO    CONSTANTINO. 

ED.  KNUDSTON. 

BERNARD  SHOSTRUM. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37. 

e.  Wilmington,  111.,  December  26,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  Article  II,  Section  6,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  *'or  suspension''  on  line  3  Page  9,  and  the  words  *'or  suspension"  on 
lines   7   and   8   on    Page   10. 

That  Article  X,  Section  4,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  ** sus- 
pension" on  line  5,  Page  33. 

JOE  POMATTO 
AURTHUR  PURDY. 
MARCO    CONSTANTINO. 
ED.  KNUDSTON. 
BERNARD  SHOSTRUM. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  45. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  December  23,  1911. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  The  present  form  of  transfer 'card  is  unsatisfactory  and  ought 
to  be  discontinued;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  the  organization  shall  issue  to  every  new  member,  and 
to  every  member  in  good  standing,  a  card  of  membership  and  identlficaticn, 
Tv^hich  may  be  carried  in  the  pocket.    The  reverse  side  of  the  c.ird  may  be 
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used  as  a  transfer  card,  the  member  receiving  a  new  card  wh«'u  he  tiMtsfers 
to  another  local  to  pay  5  cents  for  same. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 

MARSHALL    MARRACINI. 

JOHN  FAGAN. 

.JOHN    HALEY. 

PETE  BARTONI. 

SAM  BRANDON. 

Committi-o. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  46. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  December  23,  1911. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  Owing  to  the  enormous  expense  of  the  annual   International 
convention;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  take  out  of  the  constitution  that  part  of  Artiele  V, 
Section  1,  which  calls  for  the  convention,  and  the  following  to  be  sabstitnted: 
A  national  wage  board  shall  be  established  composed  of  the  IntrrnatioDal 
officers  and  the  president  of  every  district.  This  board  to  be  empowered  to 
negotiate  all  wage  contracts  with  the  operators  or  their  reproof  ntatives, 
subject  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the  membership. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MARRACINI. 
JOHN  FAGAN. 
JOHN    HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONI. 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION   NO.  52. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  Decembr  23,  1911. 
Local  Union  1352,  District  5. 
To  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  consider  it  essential   for  the  foreign-speaking  members  of 
our  organization;  therefore,  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  this  conyention  favor  the  printing  of  the  conititution  in 
the  different  languages. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MARRACINI. 
JOHN  PAGAN. 
JOHN   HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONI. 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee.     ' 
RESOLUTION  NO.  54. 

Frontier,  Wyo.,  December  18,  1911. 
Resolution  No.  2  from  Local  Union  2360,  U.  M.  W.  A.,  Frontier,  Wyo. 
Whereas,  We  believe  the  length  of  the  term  of  our  international  officers 
is  too  short,  from  April  1st  to  March  Slst,  annually,  because  we  believe  such 
a  short  time  in  office  does  not  give  the  officers  time  to  become  conversant  with 
the  conditions  of  his  office  to  give  efficient  service  and  does  not  give  any  offi- 
cer an  opportunity  to  put  to  completion  policies  he  or  they  have  inaugurated ; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  8  of  Article  II  of  the  international  constitution  be 
amended  to  read:  ''The  term  of  all  elective  officers  shall  be  from  April  1st 
to  March  Slst,  biaunually.'' 

JNO.    CAMERON, 
WM.  BAINTON, 
P.  C.  HOOD, 
Resolution  Committee. 
Adopted  December  18,  1911. 

RESOLUTION  NO  55. 

Frontier,  Wyo.,  December  18,  1911. 

Resolution  No.  3  from  Local  Union  2360,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Frontier,  Wyo. 

Whereas,  We  have  resolved  to  increase  the  term  of  all  elective  officers,  we 
likewise  deem  it  necessary  to  place  some  restriction  on  such  officers;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  adopt  the  following 
laws  as  part  of  our  intern.itional  constitution: 

The  Initiative. 

The  Referendum. 
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The  Right  of  Recall. 

That  these  laws  may  be  made  to  work  in  the  Local  Union,  snlvdistnet, 
district  and  international,  according  to  the  department  affected. 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  it  take  5  per  cent,  of  the  department  which  any 
officer  represents  and  was  elected  from  to  initiate  a  movement  for  a  referendum 
vote  to  recall  any  officer  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

JNO.    CAMERON, 
WM.  BAINTON, 
P.  C.  HOOD, 
Resolution  Committee. 
Adopted  December  18,  1911. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  59. 

Bloomington,  111.,  December  22,  1911. 

Whereas,  Some  of  our  members  have  stooped  so  low,  that  when  leaving  a 
mine  or  town  where  they  have  been  employed,  they  jump  their  board  bill,  there- 
by depriving  poor  people  out  of  money  justly  due  them;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  clause  be  inserted  in  our  national  constitution  that  aoy 
member  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  guilty  of  defrauding  people  out  of  board 
bills  or  skipping  out,  lenving  these  bills  unpaid,  shall  not  receive  a  transfer 
card  until  such  time  said  bills  are  paid  or  settled. 

(Signed)  :  FRED  HELDT,  Delegate. 

M.  J.  STUCKERT, 

OSCAR  YOUNG, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  63. 

Buffalo,  O.,  December  22,  1911. 
Resolution  adopted  by  Local  Union  2123  Buffalo,  O.: 
Resolved,  That  Article  VI,    Section  1,  of  our  national  constitution  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

The  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Auditors,  Tellerfl 
and  Delegates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  be  elected  by  a 
popular  vote  of  the  membership  in  good  standing  in  the  international,  dis- 
trict and  local  organization.  Said  election  to  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  December  of  each  year.  In  case  of  no  work  at  the  mine  on  the  second 
Tuesday,  any  one  day  in  the  calendar  week  following  Sunday  not  included, 
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candidates  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected 
and  all  members  in  good  standing  on  December  1  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 
Districts  shall  designate  a  day  on  which  aU  district  elections  shall  be  held. 

(Signed)     JOHN   BEID. 

ANDY     DOOMS. 
SAM  CLUFP. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  64. 

Torkville,  O.,  January  2,  1912. 

Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  971  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  be- 
lieve that  too  much  time  and  money  have  been  spent  in  national  conventions; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  next  national  convention  be  held  beginning  the  first 
Tuesday  in  March  and  ending  the  last  day  of  March,  and  if  there  is  no 
settlement  during  that  time,  all  miners  will  cease  work  on  the  first  day  of 
April  until  a  general  settlement  is  made;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  there  be  no  sectional  settlements  made. 

F.  A.  NUNLEY,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  66. 

Lexington,  Mo.,  December  31,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 
Fellow  Delegates: — The  members  of  Local  Union  171,  has  been  at  times 
greatly  annoyed  by  ex-members,  who  at  times  have  been  a  detriment  to  this 
organization,  acting  at  times  as  mine  foremen,  assistant  mine  foremen  or 
machine  foremen.  Our  national  constitution  does  not  give  us  the  right  to 
handle  these  men  as  it  properly  should;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  ex-mine  foremen,  ex-assistant  mine  foremen  or  ma- 
chine foremen,  that  the  local  union  to  which  they  apply  for  membership  be 
given  full  jurisdiction  as  to  the  penalty  they  will  pay  for  reinstatement. 

(Signed)     ED.  THOMPSON. 

FRANK    LAWRENCE. 
CHAS.  GAITHBR. 
GEO.  L.  TURNER. 
Delegates  from  Local  171  Lexington,  Mo. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  67. 

WhereaSi  For  various  reasons  a  great  number  of  our  members  are  com- 
pelled to  seek  employment  other  than  in  And  around  mines;  and 

Whereas,  The  constitution  of  Section  12  provides  that  any  member  desir- 
ing to  seek  employment  in  any  other  trade  than  mining  shall  support  said 
district  organization  by  way  of  certain  dues,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  member  might  be  a  dues  paying  member  in  a  bonafide  organization  and 
duly  recognized  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  atad  thereby  working 
a  hardship  in  the  way  of  a  double  tax  on  such  members;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  our  constitution  and  be  it 
known  as  Section  17  of  Article  VII: 

Section  17  of  Article  Vn. 

Any  member  in  good  standing  desiring  to  leave  the  mines  to  work  io 
some  other  trade  shall  be  given  a  withdrawal  card  and  the  same,  when 
accompanied  by  a  card  from  any  other  organization  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  American  P^ederation  of  Labor  showing  the  members  to  be  in  good 
standing,  and  upon  his  return  to  the  mines,  such  withdrawal  card  shall 
be  accepted  in  lieu  of  initiation  fee  by  any  and  all  local  unions  under  the 
jurisdiction   of   this  organization. 

FRANK  HEFEELY,  Delegate  K  U.  No.  3i8. 
ROBERT  W.  GRIEVE,  Secretary  685. 

Local  Union  685,  District  12,  Collinsville,  111. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  68. 

Ankeny,  Iowa,  December  22,  1911. 
Brothers: — It  is  evident  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  negro  miners 
ought  to  be  represented  on  the  International  Executive  Board  of  the  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.  The  reasons  are  so  numerous  for  the  same  that  space  will  not 
permit  me  to  mention  all  of  them,  but  the  one  reason  in  partienlar  that  I 
desire  to  remedy  by  this  move  is  one  that  should  concern  us  most.  The 
right  to  earn  our  honest  living  mining  coal,  being  prevented  by  our  so-called 
brothers  is  the  principal  reason  and  in  itself  ought  to  be  sufficient.  The 
International  Executive  Board  is  the  power  behind  the  throne  in  our  organi- 
zation, but  we  fail  to  get  the  benefit  of  its  protection  and  its  functions. 
In  nearly  all  of  the  best  mining  communities  of  Pennsylvania,  In* 
(iiana,     Illinois     and     Iowa     and     many     other     states    we     cannot     get 
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off  the  train  to  look  for  work  in  some  places  in  the  states  above  men- 
tioned our  transfer  cards  are  not  recognized  and  we  are  told  by  our  fellow 
union  mine  workers  to  move  on.  Now  since  we  are  not  financially  able  to 
prosecute  the  case  before  these  boards,  we  find  we  are  compelled  to  move 
on  and  some  of  our  people  have  been  driven  to  crime  owing  to  such  condi- 
tions. There  is  only  one  way  out  and  that  way  is  to  get  one  of  our  men  on 
the  National  Executive  Board.  The  way  to  do  it  is  for  the  colored  miners 
all  over  the  United  States  to  unite  on  this  policy.  It  is  our  duty  to  get  our 
local  union  to  pass  on  a  resolution  along  the  lines  suggested  and  send  it  to 
the  resolution  committee  to  act  upon.-   Said  resolution  reads  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  at  the  Twenty-third  annual  convention,  held  in  Indi- 
anapolis, Indiana,  at  Tonilinson  Hall,  on  Tuesday,  January  16,  1912,  elect 
a  national  board  member  at  large  at  the  convention  and  let  same  elected 
be  a  colorijd  brother  and  same  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  convention 
hereafter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  A.  WRIGHT,  President. 

JOHN  ARBTIN,  Financial  Secretary. 

WESTLY  BUN  ELL,  Recording  Secretary. 

Local  Union  2470  heartily  endorses  said  resolution. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  69. 

Route  4,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  18,  1911. 
Local  Union  2470,  District  13  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  recommend  that  a  section 
12  be  added  to  Article  IV  of  the  international  constitution  and  to  read  in 
the  following  manner: 

Article  IV,  Section  12.  Tf  at  any  time  during  the  year  the  work  at  any 
mine  gets  to  be  so  slack  that  a  mine  does  not  hoist  coal  half  the  time  in  one 
full  calendar  month,  members  working  in  such  a  mine  will  be  exempt  from 
all  dues  and  assessments  for  the  following  month.  Local  secretaries  must 
report  each  month  to  the  International  Secretary-Treasurer  the  number  of 
hours  hoisted  each  month. 

F.  A.  WRIGHT,  President. 

WESTLEY  BUNELL,  Recording  Secretary. 

JOHN  ARBTIN,  Financial  Secretary. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  71. 

Boute  4f  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  18,  1911. 
Local  Union  2470,  District  13,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  recommends  that  Article 
II,  Section  5,  shall  be  amended  to  read  in  the  following  manner: 

The  Executive  Board  shall  constitute  an  International  Board  of  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration;  shall  execute  the  orders  of  international  conYention 
j-nd  between  conventions  shall  have  full  power  to  direct  the  workings  of 
the  organization  and  also  to  recommend  assessments  when  necessary.  That 
before  levying  an  assessment  a  referendum  vote  of  the  entire  membership 
must  be  taken. 

r.  A.  WRIGHT,  President. 

WESTLEY  BUNELL,  Recording  Secretary. 

JOHN  ARBTIN,  Financial  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  72. 

Plymouth,  Pa.,  December  13,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty -third  Annual  Convention  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Held  in  Indi 
anapolis,  January  16,  1912: 

Whereas,  There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  members 
of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  jjeneral,  on  the  present  system  of  counting  the 
votes  cast  at  elections;  and 

Whereas,  There  is  not  any  election  but  what  some  member  claima  that 
he  has  been  counted  out,  it  is  therefore,  to  try  and  eliminate  this  feeling 
that  we,  the  undersigned,  present  the  following  new  section  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  to  be  known  as  Section  10  of  Article  VI  to  read 
as  follows: 

Any  member  or  members  in  good  standing  who  is  a  candidate  for  office, 
whether  it  be  international,  district,  sub-district  or  local,  shall   have  the 
ptivilege  of  placing  a  watcher  at  the  count  of  the  vote,  who  shall  be  allowed 
to  make  tabulation  for  his  respective  candidate  or  candidates  only.     The 
expense  of  said  watchers  to  be  paid  by  the  person  whom  he  represents. 
(Signed)     JOHN  L.  PICTON,  L.  U.  1770. 
ISAAC  REES,  L.  U.  1770. 
DANIEL  DAVIS,  L.  U.  1700. 
WM.  L.  DAVIS,  L.  U.  1700. 
ED.  EVANS,  L.  U.  1770. 
HUMPHREY  HUMPHREYS,  L.  U.  1770, 
EDW.  COLEBERT,  L.  U.  1700, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


795 

RESOLUTION  NO.  76. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  Assembled  at  said  Convention: 

Whereas,  The  present  system  of  referring  all  disputes  to  the  interna- 
.  tional  organization  does  not  prove  to  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  miners 
throughout  the  western  country,  and  whereby  the  diflferent  coal  companies 
take  great  advantage  over  our  members  under  this  system  of  settling  cases, 
knowing  full  well  that  the  power  of  strike  is  taken  out  of  their  hands 
entirely;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  Th^t  when  any  dispute  affecting  wages  or  conditions  of  em- 
ployment in  or  around  the  mines  shall  arise  between  the  operators  and  miners 
or  mine  laborers  in  a  district,  that  the  president  and  our  district  national 
board  member  will  have  the  power,  if  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  call  the  men 
ont  on  strike  where  such  trouble  arises. 

(Signed)     DAVID    McKBB, 

ANTON  TROTTER, 
S.  A.  WOODBURY, 
Committee  U  U.  1771. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  83. 

Enterprise,  Iowa,  January  1,  1912. 
Whereas,  There  has  existed  in  District  13  a  very  shameful  and  regret- 
table condition  of  affairs,  beginning  February  20,  1911,  and  lasting  up  to 
now,  January  1,  1912;  and 

Whereas,  Said  condition  of  affairs  was  brought  on  largely  and  almost 
solely  on  acount  of  the  negro  members  being  kept  in  almost  abject  ignorance  of 
the  business  of  our  union,  because  of  the  fact  that  no  representation  is  accorded 
in  our  Executive  Councils;  and 

Whereas,  We  are  a  separate  element  of  the  union  caused  by  the  great  and 
shameful  American  barrier,  color  line,  we  petition  the  delegates  to  the  Twenty- 
third  annual  convention  to  so  change  the  constitution  that  the  negro  will  be 
represented  by  one  of  his  own  race  on  the  National  Executive  Board,  so  that  the 
interest  of  the  union  may  be  better  safeguarded  and  that  the  negro  may  get 
the  recognition  due  him,  and  that  such  conditions  as  existed  at  Ogden,  Iowa, 

may  not  occur  again.  ,ir  i,        u     i.*  a 

RcRpectfully  submitted, 

G.  W.  DIVERS.  WILLIAM  ESLOP. 

PINK     GRIFFITH.  JOHN  SMITH. 

CHAS.  JONES.  BIRD  LAWYER. 

Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  85. 

Resolutiou   tu   be   Presented   to   the   Twenty-third   Annual   Ck>nvention  of  the 

United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

Whereas,  A  fair  j)ortion  of  the  membership  of  our  union  is  composed  of 
Italians,  and  a  great  majority  of  them  are  not  able  to  speak  English,  and  there- 
fore not  well  posted  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  union ;  and 

Whereas,  We  have  not  so  far  provided  any  means  to  educate  and  keep  them 
posted  on  the  mining  industry  and  labor  movements  of  our  country,  by  means  of 
literature  printed  in  their  language ;  and 

Whereas,  A  weekly  paper  printed  in  their  language  would  greatly  benefit 
them,  and  also  give  the  organization  a  better,  a  more  enlightened  membership, 
and  also  a  means  of  keeping  the  Italians  located  throughout  the  different  locals 
of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  close  touch;  and 

Whereas,  The  organization  by  only  making  a  donation  or  a  loan  of  a  few 
hundred  dollars  which  could  be  legally  guaranteed,  would  enable  a  brother  that 
has  already  corresponded  on  the  subject  with  our  President,  John  P.  White,  to 
obtain  his  permission  to  have  such  a  journal  published  in  District  15  and  get 
it  in  circulation  throughout  the  various  locals  before  enough  subscribers 
could  be  secured  to  make  it  self -supporting;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved.  That  seeing  the  necessity  of  such  a  publication  and  the  benefit 
the  organization  wouhl  derive  from  it,  and  as  the  watchword  of  our  union  is 
** Education,''  wo  authorize  a  publication  of  the  aforesaid  kind;  and,  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  give  such  a  publication  our  hearty  endorsement  and  it 
shall  be  under  our  jurisdiction,  and  we  can  stop  its  publication  in  case  it  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  our  union. 

Adopted  by  Local  No.  84,  District  No.  15  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

TEOPHILE    WANTEfLLET,    President. 
ANGELO  DANDREA,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  86. 

Whereas,  The  miners  of  the  northern  Colorado  Coal  fields  are  engaged  in  a 
struggle  for  better  working  and  living  conditions,  also  the  maintainance  of  our 
organization  for  the  past  twenty-one  months;  and 

Whereas,  This  fight  has  brought  out  many  phases  of  the  industrial  struggle 
which  organized  labor  will,  sooner  or  later,  be  compelled  to  meet.  For  in- 
stance, as  to  carpenters,  brick  and  stonemasons,  members  of  organized  labor, 
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erected  stockades  around  the  mines  inside  of  which  they  built  houses  and  other 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  imported  strikebreakers.  Organized  ma- 
chinists installed  machinery  within  these  stockades.  Kailroad  men/  members 
of  the  various  railroad  organizations  have  and  continue  to  haul  strikebreak- 
ers into  these  stockades  and  scab  mined  coal  to  the  markets;  and 

Whereas,  The  local  unions  of  District  No.  15  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  have  tried  to 
induce  these  men  to  cease  this  unfair  work  but  have  always  been  met  with 
the  argument  that  they  are  working  under  a  signed  contract  with  their  em- 
ployers, and  while  they  admit  they  are  doing  wrong,  they  state  they  are 
powerless,  because  of  their  contract  to  do  otherwise;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  By  this,  the  twenty-third  annual  convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
now  assembled,  that  we  initiate  a  systematic,  aggressive  agitation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  about  a  closer  co-operation  and  centralization  of  forces  and  in- 
fluences with  all  crafts,  calculated  to  materially  affect  the  successful  out- 
come of  any  strike;  and,  be  it  further 

Besolved,  That  the  miners'  delegate  to  the  next  annual  convention  of  the 
A.  P.  of  L.  be  instructed  to  work  for  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  and  that 
it  be  enforced;  and,  be  it  further 

Besolved,  That  this  twenty- third  annual  convention  invest  the  Interna- 
tional President  with  power  to  appoint  a  representative  to  attend  all  conven- 
tions of  the  different  craft  unions,  to  lay  before  them  what  is  set  forth  in  these 
resolutions. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  84  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  District  15. 

TEOPHILE   WANTE'LLET,   President. 
ANGELO  DANDBEA,  Secretary 

RESOLUTION  NO.  87. 

Springfield,  111.,  December  28,  1911. 
Resolution  on  Interoational  Constitution  in  Regard  to  Section  1  of  Article  II. 

Whereas,  The  International  Executive  Board  as  now  constituted  is  a  costly 
and  not  very  efficient  form  of  executive  from  which  the  organization  does  not 
receive  an  adequate  return,  ani  believing  that  we  should  and  can  have  a  better 
and  more  efficient  form  of  executive,  we,  the  members  of  Local  1911,  District  12, 
submit  the  following  amendment  to  the  above  article  and  section  said  section  to 
read: 

The  officers  of  the  union  shall  be  one  President,  one  Vice-President,  one 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  an  Executive  Board,  to  be  composed  of  the  president 
of  each  district  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  the  Presi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


798 

dent,  Vice-President  and  Secretarj-Treasurer  of  the  International  Union  to  be 
members  of  the  Board  by  reason  of  their  position. 

Adopted  by  Local  1911,  District  12,  Springfield,  111. 

JOE  MULHOLLAND,  President. 
£.  H.  HAMMENDS,  Secretary. 

L.  U.  1911  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  88. 

Springfield,  111.,  December  28,  1911. 
Resolution  on  International  Constitution,  Section  5,  Article  XV. 
Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  Local  1911,  District  12,  wish  that  Sec- 
tion 5  of  Article  XV  be  stricken  out  or  amended,  so  as  to  make  it  optional  on 
local  unions  as  to  affiliation  with  State  Federations  of  Labor. 

JOE  MULHOLLAND,  President, 
E.  H.  HAMMENDS,  Secretary. 
L.  U.  1911  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Springfield,  lU. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  89. 

Springfield,  HI.,  December  28,  1911. 
Resolution  on  International  Constitution,  Section  7,  Article  Y. 
Whereas,  Section  7  of  Article  V  disbars  members  from  representing  the 
mine  workers  in  any  convention  of  the  union,  whether  sub-district,  district  or 
international,  central  body  or  State  Federation  of  Labor  conventions,  and  does 
not  disbar  them  from  ^he  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  is  thereby  incon- 
sistent, we,  the  members  of  Local  1911,  District  12,  submit  the  following: 

That  Section  7  of  Article  V  be  amended  so  as  to  read:  Any  member  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  accepting  a  position  other  than  that  of  a 
miner  or  mine  worker  shall  not  bo  eligible  to  act  as  representative  to  any  sub- 
district,  district  or  international  convention,  or  represent  the  United  Mine 
Workers  in  a  central  body,  state  federation  convention,  American  Federation  of 
Labor  convention  or  conventions  of  any  other  labor  body  while  holding  such 
position;  but  accepting  a  position  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  shall  not 
be  construed  as  making  a  member  ineligible  to  act  as  representative. 
Adopted  by  Local  1911,  District  12,  Springfield,  111. 

JOE  MULHOLLAND,  President 
E.  H.  HAMMENDS,  Secretary. 

L.  U.  1911  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  90. 

CenterTille,  la.,  December  18,  1911. 
Resolutions  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. : 

Whereas,  Our  popular  form  of  government  is  only  a  farce  in  many  of  our 
large  local  unions,  it  being  impossible  to  eliminate  fraud  and  favoritism,  and  in 
many  local  unions  the  membership  is  not  given  a  chance  to  express  their  choice 
by  vote,  only  such  paembers  as  are  invited  guests  of  some  one  aspiring  for  local 
office  getting  an  opportunity  to  vote ;  and. 

Whereas,  We  are  firm  believers  in  popular  form  of  government  and  the  ref- 
erendum vote;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Article  XIV,  Section  4,  of  the  constitution  be  amended  to 
read  that  * '  all  local  of&cers  shall  be  elected  the  last  week  in  June  by  referendum 
vote,  all  members  to  vote  or  give  a  reasonable  excuse. ' ' 

(Signed)     DAN  OH  AIR,  President. 

ROY  HARDMAN,  Vice-President. 
JOHN  BAILEY,  Recording  Secretary. 
The  above  resolution  was  adopted  by  Local  Union  653  December  18. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  91. 

Centerville,  la.,  December  18,  1911. 
Resolutions  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. : 

Whereas,  There  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  many  of  our  local  unions  against 
the  present  system  of  electing  delegates  to  the  International  convention;  the 
rank  and  file  demand  that  fraud  and  advantage  should  be  eliminated  from  the 
organization,  and  we,  the  members  of  Local  Union  553,  believe  that  the  referen- 
dum should  be  resorted  to  in  every  form  of  electioii  of  representatives;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  constitution  be  amended  to  read 
that  delegates  to  the  International  convention  shall  be  elected  on  the  same  day 
as  International  officers,  by  referendum  vote. 

(Signed)     DAN  OHAIR,  President. 

ROY  HARDMAN,  Vice-President. 
JOHN  BAILEY,  Recording  Secretary. 
The  above  resolution  was  adopted  by  Local  Union  553  December  18. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  93. 
To   the  Officers  aud  Delegate?  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 
We,  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  1799,  recommend  that  the 
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International  officers  be  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years,  when  the  agreements 
are  signed  for  two  years  by  the  operators,  thus  saving  the  expense  of  the  elec- 
tions and  conventions  every  year  costing  several  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  W.  JONEa 

J.  H.  HAMILTON. 

A.  D.  WEBB. 

J.  C.  WHITE. 

E.  P.  THOMAS. 

Resolution  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  94. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

We,  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  1799,  recognizing  the  fact 
that  the  future  of  our  great  organization  depends  upon  the  honor  and  respect 
we  pay  to  our  constitutional  and  fundamental  laws;  and. 

Whereas,  Section  3  of  Article  VII  has  been  shamefully  disregarded  through 
out  our  entire  organization,  making  it  impossible,  solely  on  account  of  race  dis- 
crimination, for  colored  miners  to  obtain  work ;  and, 

Whereas,  Such  attitude  lays  both  the  member  and  local  union  liable  to  fine 
for  such  discrimination ;  and. 

Whereas,  Either  party,  the  discriminator  or  the  discriminated  against,  may 
appeal  to  the  International  Executive  Board;  and. 

Whereas,  There  is  not  a  single  colored  man  on  the  said  International  Execu- 
tive Board;  and, 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  our  interest  and  the  demands  of  a  common  brother- 
hood entitles  us  to  at  least  one  member  of  that  Board,  which  numbers 
twenty -seven;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Buxton  Local  Union  No.  1799,  do  hereby  petition 
the  International  organization  to  enact  such  legislation  as  will  place  upon  the 
International  Executive  Board  a  colored  member  of  equal  standing  with  the 
others  on  said  International  Executive  Board. 

Respectfully  yours, 
W.  W.  JONES.  J.  C.  WHITR 

J.  H.  HAMILTON.  E.  P.  THOMAS. 

A.  D.  WEBB. 

Resolution  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  96. 

Canal  Fulton,  Ohio,  January  3,  1912. 
A  resolution  adopted  by  Loca]  Union  1075,  Canal  Fulton,  Ohio: 
Resolved,  That  when  a  miner  or  mine  laborer  has  been  a  member  of  any 
iners'  organization  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  and  is  in  good  standing 
hen  he  becomes  sixty  years  of  age  he  be  exempt  from  all  union  dues  and 
isossments  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  all  benefits  of  the  United  Mine  "Workers 
:  America. 

Passed  this  i:6th  day  of  Der'eniber,  1911. 

(Signed)     F.  J.  FORST,  President. 

L.  C.  BAUMAN,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  97. 

O 'Fallon,  HI.,  August  25,  1911. 
o  the  Officers  and  Members  of  Local  Union  No.  ,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. — 

Greeting : 

That  after  premeditated  and  deliberate  consideration  of  questions 
Meeting  our  interests,  believing  that  it  is  through  our  familiarity  with 
aestions  which  sooner  or  later  we  must  come  face  to  face  with,  that  we 
re  better  able  to  reach  successful  conclusions, 

Therefore  we  ask  you  to  give  the  following  questions  your  most  careful 
>nsideration.  We  are  submitting  this  proposition  to  every  local  union  in 
le  state,  in  order  to  make  it  a  state-wide  demand. 

This  shall  be  the  rank  and  file  demanding  of  their  ofiicers  to  ask  for 
'hat  they  want.  We  ask  you  to  take  this  up  and  discuss  it  in  your  next 
liree  meetings.    Then  let  U8  know  how  you  feel  about  it. 

The  questions  we  ask  you  to  consider  are  as  follows,  to-wit: 

First.  We,  Local  Union  No.  703,  ask  all  other  local  unions  of  the  U.  M. 
/.  of  A.  in  the  state  of  Illinois  to  instruct  their  delegates  to  the  next 
ational  convention  to  demand  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  the  national 
greement  providing  for  the  open  market  in  so  far  as  mine  supplies  are 
ODcerned.  Also  to  demand  a  weekly  pay,  and  that  to  be  on  Saturday, 
ith  a  half  holiday  on  said  day. 

These  demands  shall  be  made  in  the  national  convention  in  order  that 
le  fight  is  taken  off  the  state's  hands.    But  in  the  event  that  one  or  both 
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of  these  propositions  are  lost  in  the  national  convention,  the  tjuestion  Bbftll 
be  taken  up  in  the  state  and  fought  to  a  finish.     Vouts, 

MARTIN  SI8K. 

G.  E.  PROFFITT. 

TOM    WILLIAMS. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  lOL 

Novinger,  Mo.,  January  1,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  V.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Officers  and  Delegat<?s 

Assembled — Cireeting : 

Whereas,  Under  the  present  private  ownership  of  the  coal  mining  industry 
of  the  United  States  there  is  such  a  toll  of  death  to  our  calling  and  a  terrible 
waste  of  the  said  product  under  the  present  mode  of  handling  the  same;  theri^- 
fore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this,  the  twenty-third  annual  convention  assemble*),  go  on 
record  as  being  in  favor  of  the  government  ownership  of  tlie  coal  mining  indus- 
try of  the  United  States. 

Resolution  indorsed  by  Local  Union  1442. 

Indorsed  by  Local  Union  2205. 

Indorsed  by  Local  Union  1226. 

All  of  Novinger  (Mo.)  District  25. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  102. 
Resolution  for  Constitutional  Amendment. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  in  Convention  Assembled: 

Whereas,  Our  National  constitution  makes  no  provision  for  any  changes 
desired  by  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization  except  by  the  action  of  the 
annual  convention;  and. 

Whereas,  There  is  so  much  business  to  be  transacted  at  these  conventions 
that  it  can  not  all  be  properly  attended  to  and  questions  of  importance  are  often 
neglected  from  lack  of  time;  and. 

Whereas,  Our  annual  conventions  cost  us  thousands  of  dollars  that  might  be 
saved,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  more  direct  methods  known  as  the  initiative  and 
referendum;  and. 

Whereas,  It  is  important  that  the  rank  and  file  of  any  labor  organization 
should  control  its  officers  and  its  policies  and  thus  become  ever  increasingly 
democratic  in  the  management  of  its  affairs;  therefore,  be  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


803 

Resolved)  That  we,  as  members  of  Local  Union  No.  2102,  submit  the  follow- 
ing to  the  delegates  as  an  amendment  to  our  National  constitution,  to  be  known  - 
as  Article  XVI,  Sections  1  and  2,  of  the  National  constitution : 

ARTICLE  XVI. 
Section  1.  This  article,  shall  be  known  as  the  Initiative,  Referendum  and 
Recall.  Fi\e  locals  in  good  standing,  representing  a  membership  of  500  or 
more,  shall  have  the  power  to  initiate  a  motion  on  any  question  of  interest  to 
labor  that  may  arise.  Tlie  motion  shall  be  published  for  sixty  days  in  the 
United  Mine  Workers'  Journal.'  Jf,  during  that  time,  the  motion  is  seconded 
by  locals  representing  five  per  cent  of  the  membership,  then  the  motion  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  members  of  the  organization  through  the  locals  for  referendum 
vote.  If  a  majority  of  all  the  members  vote  for  the  motion,  it  shall  be  adopted. 
The  referendum  shall  be  open  for  thirty  days  after  the  required  number  have 
seeonded  the  original  motion.  The  original  motion  may  be  amended  by  the 
same  procedure  that  it  takes  to  initiate  a  motion.  If  the  amendment,  after 
sixty  days,  has  more  seconds  than  the  original  motion,  it  shall  be  submitted  for 
referendum  in  place  of  the  original  motion  in  the  manner  described. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  to  send  all  refer- 
endums  to  the  secretary  of  each  local  in  good  standing,  count  the  votes  of  same 
and  report  the  results  to  the  members  through  the  columns  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers'  Journal.  He  shall  see  that  all  motions  properly  made  shall  be  pub- 
lished with  their  full  text  in  the  United  Mine  Workers '  Journal. 

HARRY  L.  SAGER,  President. 

GEORGE  DENMON,  Recording  Secretary. 

LEROY  R.  BRUCE,  Financial  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  105. 
We,  Local  Union  2619,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  oflfer  the  following  resolution: 
That  we,  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  withdraw  from  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  unless  the  said  officers  of  said  Federation  withdraw 
from  the  Civic  Federation,  as  we  believe  the  Civic  Federation  is  detrimental  to 
organized  labor,  inasmuch  as  it  is  controlled  by  enemies  of  the  laboring  class. 

(Signed)     RESOLUTION  COMMITTEE. 

I  RESOLUTION  NO.  108. 

Herrin,  111.,  January  1,  1912. 
To  the  Resolutions  Committ<'0  of  the  International  C:onvention : 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  TI,  Section  1,  be  so  amended  as  to  read:   '*The 

M.  Pro.-2(. 
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officers  of  the  International  Union  shall  be  one  President,  one  Viee-Pre«deni, 
one  Secretary -Treasurer  and  an  Executive  Board  to  be  composed  of  the  prtai 
dents  of  each  district,  the  International  President,  Vice-President  and  Swre 
tary-Tresisurer  to  be  members  of  said  Board  by  reason  of  their  position/' 

PETER  LAUDER, 
Recording  Secretary  Local  1466,  F.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  109. 

Herrin,  IlL,  January  1,  1912. 
To  the  Resolutions  Committee  of  tlie  Internafional  Convention: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  Article  II,  Section  6,  shall  be  amended  so  to  read  that 
the  International  Executive  Board  shall  have  |>ower  to  order  a  general  strike  or 
suspension  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  said  Board,  each  member  to  have  one  vote 
and  one  extra  vote  for  each  25,000  members  he  represents  or  majority  fraction 
thereof,  except  the  International  President,  Vice-President  and  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, who  shall  have  one  vote  each;  and  that  before  a  general  strike  or  8u^>en- 
sion  can  be  ordered  a  referendum  vote  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  organ- 
ization be  taken.  PETER  LAUDER, 

Recording  Secretary  Local  1466,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  114. 

Whereas,  All  the  surroundings  of  the  coal  trade  go  to  show  that  the  mmti 
trade  is  overdone,  slack  work  at  the  mines  and  yet  increased  production  of  c<*m' 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Constitution  be  instnicted  to  report  a" 
amendment  to  our  International  constitution  providing  for  a  uniform  rate  ro' 
initiation  fee,  said  rate  to  be  at  least  $50  for  a  new  beginner  and  $10  for  »> 
old  miner.  Provided,  however,  that  the  International  President,  by  and  witu 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  International  Board,  may  suspend  this  fee  for* 
period  of  thirty,  sixty  or  ninety  days  as  deemed  most  advisable  in  non-n^ 
coal  fields. 

DAN  O'LEABY. 

Adopted  by  I^cal  Union  2070,  Linton,  Ind. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  115. 
Amendment  to  the  International  Constitution. 
Whereas,  It  has  developed  after  the  last  annual  election  for  I*»*f 
tional  officers  that  the  votes  of  forty-nine  locals  in  District  No.  12,  fl*^ 
were  stolen  by  some  person  or  persons;  and. 
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Whereas,  It  has  developed  that  the  theft  must  have  been  committed  by 
ne  person,  or  persons,  in  close  touch  with  the  International  office,  or  at 
3  request  or  instigation  of  said  person  or  persons,  as  the  locals  selected 
re  principally  the  large  locals  of  that  district,  thereby  creating  a  very 
ong  suspicion  that  this  damnable  outrage  was  actuated  and  perpetrated 
some  one  who  expected  to  be  benefited  thereby;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  this  high-handed 
thod  of  stealing  the  ballots  we  amend  Section  6  of  Article  YI,  by  insert- 
l  after  the  word /*  purpose, ' '  in  the  twenty-third  line  of  said  section,  the 
lowing: 

' '  After  counting  and  making  a  record  of  the  number  of  returns  received 
m  each  district,  said  box  to  be  kept  in  a  room  or  vault  to  which  no  one 
t  the  International  Secretary  shall  have  a  key  or  other  means  of  access, 
ril  the  Tellers  are  prepared  to  take  possession  of  said  ballots.  The  Tel- 
3  shall  also  give  a  receipt  to  the  International  Secretary  for  the  returns 
eived  from  him,  giving  the  number  of  return  envelopes  received  from 
>  diflferent  districts."  DUNCAN  McDONALD, 

L.  U.  929,  Oglesby,  111. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  116. 

Virden,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 

Whereas,  Many  aged  members  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  are  at  the  present 

le  employed  at  boys'  work,  such  as  trapping  and  throwing  switches;  and. 

Whereas,  These  members  have  to  pay  full  dues  and  assessments;  and, 

Whereas,  We  have  numerous  members  who  are  not  able  to  perform  even 

^s'  work,  yet  said  members  must  keep  up  the  dues  and  assessments  either 

^ugh  their  friends  or  their  local  unions;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  there   be   a   clause   added  to  the  national   constitution 
■*ipting  all  mine  workers  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  providing  that  said 
*ber  has  been  a  member  for  ten  years  or  more  in  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
'I'his  resolution  was  read  and  adopted  by  L.  U.  693  at  the  regular  meet- 
«^n  January  2,  1912. 

TH08.  LEONARD,  President. 
HARRY  HUNTER,  Rec.  Sec. 
^HY  G.  MAYER, 
'-XINCEY  ALDERSON, 
'-X.  PATTERSON, 

Committee. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


806 


RESOLUTION  NO.  117. 

Edgemont,  IlL,  January  4,  1912. 

Whereas,  We  realize  that  education  upon  economic  lines  is  an  esseoti&l 
to  the  continued  progress  of  the  working  class,  and  that  without  it  a  de- 
terioration of  the  present  standard  of  life  must  inevitably  follow;  and, 

Whereas,  In  the  past,  in  time  of  strike  or  lockout,  the  mine  operators 
have  individually  and  in  the  pages  of  their  various  papers  published  false 
reports,  which  have  been  circulated  through  the  newspapers  throughout  all 
the  country,  having  a  most  detrimental  effect  upon  our  cause  in  the  misd 
of  the  public,  and  at  times  misleading  our  own  members;  and, 

Whereas,  Owing  to  the  continued  scarcity  of  work  and  consequent  pov- 
erty of  vast  numbers  of  our  members  during  the  past  few  years  many  have 
been  unable  to  read  the  United  Mine  Workers '  Journal,  and  it  is  thus  unahle 
to  fulfil  its  mission  of  education;  and. 

Whereas,  Other  trade  unions  have  also  found  it  necessary  to  fumisb 
their  journals  free  to  their  members;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Mine  Workers '  Journal  be  posted  free  to  every  mem- 
bpr  of  our  organization  who  gives  his  name  and  address  to  the  secretary  of 
his  local,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  send  it  under  the  seal  of  the  local  to 
the  proper  authority;  and  to  make  the  Journal  a  more  efficient  factor  in 
the  economic  education  of  our  members,  arrangements  shall  be  made,  it 
possible,  to  publish  in  serial  form  the  pamphlets  of  such  writers  as  Debs, 
DeLeon,  Haywood,  or  other  competent  authors  on  the  trade  union  and  in- 
dustrial union  movement. 

Adopted  by  L.  U.  No.  2708. 

G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 
JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  119. 

Edgemont,  111.,  January  4,  1912. 
Whereas,  It  is  the  aim  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  to  have  all  wage  work«» 
employed  in  and  around  the  mines  become  members  of  our  organization,  ^^ 
in  some  districts  where  we  have  the  power,  we  compel  blacksmiths,  m*^^*' 
ists  and  other  craftsmen  to  pay  initiation  fees  and  dues  into  the  U.  M*  ^' 
of  A.  here  they  can  obtain  employment  at  their  respective  trades  around  ^ 
mines,  although  many  of  them  are  fully  paid  up  members  of  their  otf 
trades  unions;  and, 
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We  do  this  that  we  may  be  better  organized  to  defend  our 
ners,  as  it  is  an  injustice  to  these  men;  and, 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  work  in  the  mines  many  miners  are 
eek  work  at  other  occupations,  where  they  also  must  pay  an- 
1  fee  and  dues  in  order  to  obtain  employment.  And  as  many 
tius  compelled  to  pay  dues  to  two  or  more  organizations,  or 
iation  fees,  a  system  which  bears  heavily  on  the  poorly  paid 
mphasizes  the  present  badly  organized  condition  of  our  class, 
emove  such  injustice  and  bring  about  a  closer  affiliation  be- 
ous  sections  of  the  working  class;  therefore,  be  it 
That  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  obtain  an  interchange  of 
between  our  own  organization  and  any  other  trades  union, 
ember  of  any  union  which  will  agree  to  such  interchange  of 
un  such  work  as  he  is  qualified  for  without  hindrance  or  pay- 
er initiation  fee,  or  payment  of  dues  to  any  other  union  than 
g  jurisdiction  over  the  work  he  may  for  the  time  being  be 
md  districts  are  hereby  instructed  to  comply  with  this  resolu- 
possible  to  do  so;  and  be  it  further 

That  our  International  and  all  district  and  sub-district  con- 
be  hereby  amended  to  comply  with  this  resolution. 
)y  L.  U.  No.  2708. 

G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 

JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 
B.  R.  No.  4,  Belleville,  Jll. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  138. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
If  all  wage  agreements  aud  constitutions  were  printed  in  all 
anguages  it  would   give  entire  satisfaction  to  the  different 
be  it 

That  the  Sub-District  3  Board  meeting  assembled  go  on  rec- 
ing  that  all  wage  agreements  and  constitution  be  printed  in 
t  languages  if  so  applied  for  at  the  National,  district  or  sub- 
by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBB,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  140. 


Danville,  HI.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  We  believe  that  Section  1  of  Article  14  of  the  International 
Constitution,  or  a  part  of  it,  is  unjust;  therefore,  be  it 

Kesolved,  That  where  it  reads  ''persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors"  same  be  stricken  out. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  141. 

West  Brownsville,  Pa.,  December  27,  1911. 

Whereas,  We,  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  No.  777,  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.,  in  regular  meeting  assembled  on  December  27,  1911,  find  there 
had  been -and  is  yet  considerable  contention,  controversy  and  disruption  i" 
our  ranks.  Every  honorable  method  known  has  been  tried  to  bring  about 
harmony  and  contentment  in  our  ranks,  but  to  no  avail.  We  are  therefore 
convinced  that  with  these  methods  having  been  tried  and  known  to  be  no 
safeguard  or  protection  for  our  organization,  therefore  the  right  to  reciU 
any  and  all  elective  officers  is  our  slogan;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  Local  Union  No.  777,  demand  of  this  conventioB 
assembled  properly  and  legally  inserted  into  the  constitution  of  the  U*  * 
W.  of  A.,  '*The  initiative,  referendum  and  right  of  recall  of  all  electi^* 
officers." 

WM.  MATHIES,  President. 
CHAS.  BROWN,  Secretary. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  142. 

Westville,  HI.,  January  4,  1»12. 
To  the  Resolutions  ("omraittec: 

For  your  information,  if  possible  that  you  could  see  District  President  i^*^ 
H.  Walker  ho  might  be  able  to  explain  to  you  all  the  trouble  that  there  was  i* 
the  Danville  Sub-District  3,  District  12,  two  years  ago.  I  am  of  tb* 
opinion,  and  I  believe  John  H.  Walker  will  agree  with  me,  that  such  as  in  tb« 
Danville  sub-district,  if  all  nationalities  were  to  have  the  privilege  of  having 
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cal  union  ^ve  would  be  better  able  to  keep  them  posted  on  the  labor 
nd  would  be  more  able  to  avoid  trouble  in  time  of  strike  or  suspen- 
Yours  fraternally, 

ACHILLE  LETE. 


RRSOLT^TTON  NO.  150. 

St.  David,  Til.,  January  5,  1912. 
ity-third  Annual  (.'onvention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

8,  14  is  a  fact  that  we  as  workers  can  only  conciliate  those  who  pur- 
Vjor  power  by  more  tamely  submitting  to  further  exploitation;  and, 
s,  Arbitration  has  been  proven  to  be  a  snare  for  the  workers;  there- 

il.  That  the  eleventh  article  of  the  preamble  be  stricken  out. 

KDW.  WILLIAMS,  L.  U.  860,  Dist.  12. 

RESOLrTION  NO.  151. 

St.  David,  111.,  January  5,  1912. 
ity-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

s,  The  modern  science  of  economics  proves  that  all  wealth  is  pro- 
B  working  class;  therefore,  be  it 

3,  That  the  preamble  be  amended  on  the  tenth  line,  after  the  word 
are  entitled  to  the  full  social  value  of  their  product. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  153. 

West  Brownsville,  Pa.,  December  29,  1911. 
>  oflBcers  and  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1447,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
resent  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  passed 
^e  date  by  No.  1447,  with  a  membership  in  good  standing  of  175 

vS,  In  the  past-  there  has  been  confusion   and  disruption  in  our 

.s,  With  no  safeguard  against  this,  or  preventing  to  occur  again, 
zinced  that  the  right  to  recall  the  officer  or  officers  would  assure 

and  restore  peace  to  our  ranks;  therefore,  be  it 
jd,  That  we.  No.  1447,  demand  properly  and  legally  inserted  into 
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the  constitution  of  tho  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  the  initiative,  referendum  m4 

of  recall  of  all  elective  officers. 

THOS.  SHABBETT,  President- 
JOS.  BASTOW,  Secretary. 


t*^ 


RESOLUTION  NO.  166. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  191S 
Section  7. 
To  provide  for  the  education  of  our  children  by  lawfully  prohiH 
their  employment  until  they  have  attained  a  reasonably  satisfaetory  c 
tion,  and  in  every  case  until  they  have  attained  sixteen  years  of  age« —  '*• 
Signed  by  the  Resolutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HITGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 

REf^OLUTTON  NO.  167. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 
Article  Tl,  Section  2. 
The  President  shalKpreside  at  all  general  conventions  of  the  union  tw 
meetings  of  the  International  Executive  Board;  he  shall  sign  all  bills  i»^ 
oHicial   documents  when  satisfied  of  their  correctness.     He  shall,  with  tbe 
consent  of  the  Executive  Board,  fill  by  appointment  all  vacancies  occuniBg 
in  any  International  office,  and  in  like  manner  may  suspend  or  remove  a^y 
International   officer  for  insubordination  or  just  and  sufficient  cause.    B^ 
shall,  with  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Board,  appoint  a  man  whose  duty 
shall  be  to  collect  and  compile  statistics  on  the  production,  distribution,  eon- 
sumption,  freight  rates,  market  conditions  and  any  other  matters  of  intenat 
connected  with  the  coal  trade,  and  from  time  to  time,  but  at  no  time  shall 
an  organizer  or  International  Board  member  be  sent  into  an  organized  dis- 
trict without  first  being  requested  to  do  so  by  a  majority  of  local  unions  ia 
siiid  districts  and  appoint  such  organizers  and  workers  in  the  Intematioaal 
office  or  in  the  field  as  may  be  required.     He  shall  send  out  in  eirenlar  form 
to  all  locals  six  weeks  previous  to  the  International  convention  such  recom- 
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8  he  may  deem  wise  to  be  acted  on  at  the  International  con- 
lat  delegates  to  said  convention  may  have  the  advice  of  their 
3al8  on  such  recommendations.  He  may  attend  in  person  or 
rnational  ofScer  to  visit  local  unions,  district  and  sub-district 
nd  any  other  places  connected  with  the  United  Mine  Workers 
v^hen  convinced  that  such  services  are  required.  He  may  ap- 
more  oflScers  or  members  when  deemed  necessary  whose  duty 
amine  the  financial  accounts  of  any  local  union,  instruct  the 
e  discharge  of  their  duties  and  report  to  the  President  the 
ach  local  union  visited;  he  shall  devote  his  time  and  attention 
<  of  the  union,  decide  all  questions  of  dispute  concerning  the 
be  constitution  and  exercise  general  supervision  over  its  work- 
the  field  and  in  the  International  offices  as  his  judgment  die 
exigencies  of  the  case  require.  He  shall  quarterly  name  the 
use  in  local  unions.  The  grievance,  resolutions  and  constitu- 
tes shall  be  appointed  from  the  names  of  the  duly  credentialed 
vioiis  to  the  time  set  for  the  convention,  said  committees  to 
lys  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  convention, 
y  the  Resolutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION   NO.    168. 

Tone,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 

Article  II,  Section  5. 

cutive  Board  shall  constitute  an  International  Board  of  Con- 
Arbitration,  shall  execute  the  orders  of  the  International  con- 
between  conventions  shall  have  full  power  to  direct  the  work- 
ganization,  but  at  no  time  shall  an  organizer  or  International 
er  be  sent  into  an  organized  district  without  first  being  re- 
•  so  by  a  majority  of  local  unions  in  said  districts;  also  to  levy 
assessments  when  necessary.  It  shall  hold  in  trust  for  the 
Workers  of  America  all  money  deposited  in  the  name  of  the 
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shall   Haiti  monoy   bo  drawn  ujH)n   except  upon  the  written  order  of  t^^ 
thirds  of  tho  monibers  of  the  International  Executive  Board. 
Si^nod  by  tho  Ko^ohlti^»lls  Oonimittoe: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEV. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS.  President. 

TALEB  BERG.  Recording  Secretary. 


KESOLl'TlOX  NO.  169. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  191==^— 
Article  II.  Seotion  6. 


Tho  IniornatuM.al  Kxooutivo  Boani  shall  have  power  to  order  al 

strike  or  suspou^ion  bv  a  two-thinls  vote  at  any  time  daring  the  jt^^^    ^ 

thrv  doom  no^*os>inrv.  nud  oaoh  member  shall  have  ome  vote  on  all  q*^"      ^. 

•  ^  — T***^ 
.ominjr  boforo  t'o   Ho;ir«i:  |ro>  idod.  that  all  district  presidents,  Ttt^ 

»lonts  nr.d  sov-rt'tar-.O"*  bo  called  into  ;oint  conference  for  considerate     ^^(^ 

fore  ar.y  »j,  r.»r.»:  >t!'Ko  or  <i:si^nsion  order  l^  issued;  that  before  a  ^        ,^^ 

stnko  or  susivi:<:.^«  oar.  bo  or\lore\l  the  question  be  referred  to  a  refe^ 

voTo  of  I  ho  outiro  membership  of  th     or^nimtion. 

Sjjuoxi  by  ih:^  Kosoluti-^ws  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIOLET. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

IWN   E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG.  Recording  Secretary      -^"^ 


■;h: 


KKS<^l.rTU»N   XO.  17i\ 

Tone.  Wm^^  JmBsarr  $•  191 

An:>  IV.  :=vctioa  11. 

i-i*  .r*:  or   s*a':  b-*  us^M  for  tlie  p«rf«ae  ef 
■i  frrr  :   >re*«s  *rT  •iisSTVAs  a»d  all 


■r !<  o! 
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ment  of  the  same  has  been  approved  by  the  International  £x- 

7  the  Hesolutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BEBT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E."  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  171. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 
Article  VII,  Section  15. 
iber  going  to  work  in  an  unfair  mine  or  accepting  a  position 
or  representative  of  the  Operators'  Association  or  National 
ion  shall  forfeit  his  membership  and  all  rights  and  privileges 
y  such  membership,  unless  such  work  was  done  under  a  dis* 
nted  by  the  president  of  the  district  where  he  has  secured  em- 
lis  section  is  not  to  be  understood  as  giving  a  district  or  any 
he  power  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  mine  boss,  superintend- 
entative  of  an  Operators'  Association  or  National  Civic  Fed- 

f  the  Resolutijons  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  172. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 
Article  X,  Section  2. 
al  action  is  taken  by  any  district  upon  questions  that  directly 
affect  the  interests  of  the  mine  workers  of  another  district,  or 
a  strike  to  determine,  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  ag- 
ct  shall  jointly  prepare,  sign  and  forward  to  the  International 
tvritten  statement  setting  forth  the  grievance  complained  of, 
ntemplated  by  the  district,  together  with  the  reasons  therefor, 
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iitui   the   International   President  shall  within  five  dajB  after  the  ree^pi 
of  Huch  Htatomont  either  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  action  eontempliUd 
by  the  aggrieved  district,  and  such  approval  or  disapproval,  together  with 
the  n^asonn  therofor,  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  a  copy  forwarded  to 
the  Bocrotary  of  the  complaining  district.     Should  the  action  contemplated 
by  th(i  ngfrriovcd  district  receive  the  approval  of  the  International  Pren* 
(IfMity  tlie  district  shall  be  free  to  act;  but  should  the  International  Pren* 
dont  disapprove  the  action  contemplated,  the  district  may  appeal  to  the 
(iili^rnntional  Executive-  Board,  which  shall  be  convened  to  consider  raeh 
iippoiil  within  five  days  after  its  receipt  by  the  International  Seeretaiy. 
Ilnlil   the   International   President   has   approved  or  the  International  Ex- 
••(Mitive  Hoard  has  sustained  the  appeal  no  district  shall  be  free  to  enter  upoB 
a  Htrlko  unless  it  shall  have  been  ordered  by  an  International  convention. 
Hijfuod  by  the  Resolutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  173. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 
Article  X,  Section  3. " 
When  any  iueml>er  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  is  suspended  or  dis- 
ohnr^CHl  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  mine  committee  to  immediately  investi- 
gate tho  caso.  »nd  if  the  member  discharged  is  not  guilty  of  an  offense  jus- 
tify inv:  the  same  tho  grievanoe  shall  immediately  be  reported  to  the  fob- 
distriot  nnd  district  pft^sidont  in  writing  under  the  seal  of  the  local,  and  if 
x^pon  invoNtijration  tho  report  of  the  local  committee  is  found  correct  the 
sub  distriot  nud  district  president  shall  immediately  insist  upon  tlie  reia- 
st.^temont  iind  Iv  oomi^nsated  for  the  time  lost  by  the  suspended  or  dif- 
»*harj^Hl  memlvr. 

8i^no\l  by  the  Resolutions  Committees 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHBa. 

DAN  K.  DAYIS.  Prendeat. 

CALEB  BERG.  Be«ordiag  Seerptary. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  174. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 
Article  XI,  Section  6. 
The  International  ofBcers  shall  have  power  to  change  the  boundary  and 
jurisdiction  of  districts  as  the  conditions  may  require  between  conventions; 
provided,  however,  that  they  consult  with  the  district  officers  and  local 
unions  that  such  changes  of  boundary  and  jurisdiction  may  affect,  and  in 
no  case  shall  any  change  be  made  until  affected  locals  shall  have  paid  all 
tax  and  assessment  due  the  district  to  which  they  are  attached. 
Signed  by  the  Resolutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  175. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 
Article  XI,  Section  7. 
No  local  union  shall  divide  the  funds  of  the  union  at  any  time  among 
its  members,  and  should  any  local  union  disband  or  cease  to  work  for  any 
cause,  all  money,  supplies  and  other  properties  belonging  to  the  local  union 
shall  be  turned  over  to  the  International  organization.  The  above  provision 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  funds  for  legitimate  purposes. 
Any  local,  sub- district  or  district  union  officers  using  the  funds  intrusted 
to  its  care  for  other  than  legitimate  purposes  shall  be  fined  double  the 
amount  so  used.  Such  fines  shall  be  paid  into  the  International  treasury, 
the  sub-district  to  collect  fines  from  the  locals,  the  districts  from  the  sub- 
districts  and  the  International  from  the  districts.  Any  local,  sub-distriet 
or  district  officer  misappropriating  funds  intrusted  to  his  care  shall  not 
be  eligible  to  again  hold  office. 

Sig^ied  by  the  Resolutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 
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KESOM'TIOX  NO.  176. 

Tono,  Wash..  Jmnaarr  S,  191^ 
Article  XI.  Section  8. 
Adv    luternatioiial,  district  or  sub-district  officer  accepting  i  trnJ^XT^ 
political  ottico  other  than  that  of  :•  state  legislator,  member  of  CoBgi"^«»" 
I'niteil    States   Senator,    nieml-er   or*    local    school   boards,   city,  borou^     ^  w 
town  coinu-il,  or  loral  i»oor  boanis.  shall  resign  his  office  with  the  lIZUiit«4 
Mine  Workers  immediately  uj^on  his  acceptance  of  the  same. 
Si«jne«l  l>y  tlw*  !u*?i)lutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

<'ALEB  BERG.  Recording  Secretary- 


RESOLVTION  NO.  177. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  S,  1^^  " 
Article  XV.  Section  1. 
Tht'  rniT»Ni  Min*'  Workeis'  Journal,  official  organ  of  the  orgat*^ 
shall  I'e  issue- 1  on  Thursday  of  each  week  from  headquarters.     It  ^ 
\   meviium   for  ^'in  r.Iatii.^   tl.e  news  of  interest  to  the  craft,  shall      '^^     -^\ 


from  time  to  tiii.e  the  important  transactions  of  the  organization, 
mininjr  an-i  traae  ii.-ws.  toptlur  with  copies  of  official  circulars  an( 
vhA   report >.   ana   oii-r   i!;a iters  of   general  interest.     It  shall  be  ac 
politii-s.  ni»n  ^  v^rari  ir:    in  reiiLiion.  di£:nified  in  tone  and  a  consisten 
^at.-  ot   ih»    jr::..ij  1»  >    "f  nioiiern  trades  organizations. 
Sicff..  -i  r.y  th"  Ke<r:iiti<'U'i  I'onimittee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSOX. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAX  E.  DAVIS,  Preaident. 

TALEB  BERG.  Recording  Secretary. 


K'KSOT.rTIOX  NO.  17S. 

Westville,  111.,  January  4,  1912 
Whereas.  Tuiior  tiie  pre^^nt  Ukcal  union  system  only  about  an  aven 
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per  cent,  of  the  meml)er8hip  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  attends  the 
eting  for  different  reasons,  and 

sreas,  About  75  per  cent,  of  our  membership  do  not  understand  the 
1  language,  and  that  the  American  language  is  practically  all  the  Ian- 
tat  is  used  in  the  local  meeting  today,  and  for  that  reason  and  other 
3uch  as  the  outride  attendance  limit  such  as  the  two  limit;  therefore, 

)lved.  That  our  next  revised  constitution  and  wage  agreements  will  be 
d  that  they  will  not  prohibit  any  and  all  nationalities  or  any  group  of 
mbers  of  our  organization,  from  having  their  own  local  union  where- 
may,  through  true,  correct  understanding,  discuss  the  interest  of  our 
Vline  Workers'  organization,  which  is  not  possible  today;  and,  be  it 

)lved,  That  all  mine  committees  and  check-weighmen  be  elected  at  pit 
'  a  secret  ballot,  and  they  shall  serve  for  a  term  of  six  months  or  until 
ionally  discharged.  Committeemen  elected  must  be  qualified;  qualifi- 
)  be  as  follows:  (1)  must  be  able  to  read  and  write  the  American  lan- 
2d)  must  be  able  to  speak  and  understand  the  American  language. 
(Signed)     ACHILLE  LETE,  Delegate  of  L.  U.  1749. 

.:KSOLUTK)N   NO.  179. 

Cumberland,  Wyo.,  January  3,  1912. 
al  Union  No.  2318,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  submits  the  following  amendment 
on  9,  Article  V  of  the  International  constitution  to  read  after  the 
basis,''  that  a  delegate  shall  represent  five  (5)  locals,  if  said  locals 
not  more  than  1,000  members  and  located  in  the  same  district. 

SAM  PETERSON,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  184. 

Staunton,  111.,  January  6,  1912. 
Twenty-Third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis, 

ereas,   the   best    interests   of   org;niize<l    labor  would   bo  effected   if   all 
en  would  buy  only  j;no(ls  }»earing  the  union  label,  and 
ereas.  The  union   label   i<  the  guarantee  that  all  goods  bearing  it  are 
r  union  men  and  women,  and 
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Whereas,  The  union  label  is  a  guarantee  against  sweatshops,  child  b^ 
uiul  prison  labor;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  words,  *  *  and  1  further  promise  to  assist  organixed  ^»^ 
by  at  all  times  demanding  goods  bearing  the  union  lal>el,*'  be  inserted  in** 
obligation. 

Approved  by  L.  U.  No.  7."55,  Staunton,  111. 

EDw.  A.  wiec;k, 

FRANK   W.  SCHAEFER, 


^,  t 


RESOLUTION  NO.  189. 

Klein,  Mont,  January  10,  19112- 
Rosolved,  That  we  favor  the  initiative  and  referendum. 

DAVID  DOW, 
W.   MUNSTON   JONES, 
HERMAN  MOREY, 

Committe<?- 

Adoptrd  by  L.  U.  015.  Klein,  Mont. 

RKSOLUTION  NO.  190. 

Klein,  Mont.,  January  10,  IP^"' 
Ri?so1vim1,  That  the  convrntion  be  held  in  a  more  central  place. 

DAVID  DOW, 
W.   MUNSTON   JONES, 
HERMAN  MOREY, 

Committ^^ 
Adopted  by  L.  U.  Dlo,  Klein,  Mont. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  192. 

Hiteman,  Iowa,  January  8,  191 
To  the  Ottirers  and  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Conventi 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

Whereas,  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint- of  the  expen 
our  organization;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  conslitutiou  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  foi 
rieetion  of  delegates  by  siib-district  and  no  sub-district  to  be  allowed 
than  three  delej^atcs.  Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  F.  BOBINSOX^ 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


819 

RESOLUTION  NO.  193. 

Pawnee,  III.,  December  27,  1911. 
le  Ofticcrs  and  DelegJitcs  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  In- 
ianapolis,  Ind. — Greeting: 

Ve,  the  members  of  L.  U.  No.  745,  located  at  Pawnee,  111.,  have  been 
ling  with  some  interest  the  solid  front  the  operators  are  about  to  pre- 
to  us  in  the  near  future.  And  still  recognizing  the  fact  that  their  in- 
s  and  ours  are  not  identical,  and  owing  "to  the  deplorable  conditiona 
J  mine  workers  all  over  the  country;  be  it 

esolved,  by  the  members,  That  you  will  present  the  solid  forces  of 
.  M.  W.  of  A.  in  bettering  the  conditions  of  the  hard  and  soft  coal 
8  of  the  country;  and  be  it  further 

^solved,  That  the  delegates  to  this  convention  be  instructed  to  stand 
'•  action  of  the  last  annual  convention  and  to  cast  the  votes  of  this 
gainst  that  capitalistic  concern  known  as  the  National  Civic  Federa- 
iri  forbidding  any  of  our  members  holding  office  in  ^ame. 

(Signed)     WM.  DUVALL,  President. 
JNO.  HARRISON, 
JNO.  ARSCOTT, 
Resolutions  Committee  L.  U.  745. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  194. 

Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
bereas,  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  earnings  of  miners  and  day 
through  inequalities  in  the  mines;  therefore,  be  it 
^Solved,  That  when  an  extra  assessment  is  made  upon  the  members 
organization  for  any  purpose  that  it  be  made  on  a  percentage  basi?, 
-   those  who  are  able  shall  pay  the  most. 

JOHN  N.  DAVIS, 
L.  U.  1964. 
L.  U.  2724. 

District  6. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  196. 

Ruvensdale,  Wash.,  January  10,  1912. 
fck^reas,  Article  IX,  Section  1,  of  the  national  constitution,  giving  the 
-Ht   the    power   to    appoint    district    organizers,    tends,    in    our    opinion, 
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to  give  said' officer  the  power  to  uBe  same  for  personal  interests,  to  tke 
detriment  of  the  organization;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Local  2610,  Ravensdale,  Wash.,  recommends  to  the  wm- 
mittee  the  following  change  in  the  constitution: 

That  Section  1  of  Article  IX,  of  the  national  constitution  be  striekei 
out  and  the  following  inserted  in  its  stead:  ''Organisers  to  be  paid  hj 
the  International  shaU  be  sent  to  the  district  only  at  a  call  of  30  per  eest. 
of  the  membership  of  said  district  and  be  recalled  by  30  per  cent,  of  mem 
bership  if  deemed  necessary,  appointments  to  be  made  by  the  International 
Executive  Hoard,  who  shall  favor  recommendation  of  district  ezeeotivo 
boards  wherever  possible.  This  includes  educators  and  all  employes  of  the 
Internationa]  except  (local)  International  Board  member,  International 
President,  Vice-President  and  Secretary-Treasurer.'* 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Local  2610,  Ravensdale,  Wash. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  209. 

Amemlnient  to  Article  2,  Section  1,  International  constitution  by  insert 
ing  after  the  word  *'of''  in  line  4  *'the  presidents  of  the  varioua  districts 
thereby  making  the  district  presidents  the  Internationa]  Exeentive  Board 
members. ' ' 

Referred  to  International  Committee  on  Constitution  from  convention 
of  Sub-District  5  of  District  12  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  210. 

Amendment  to  Article  4,  Section  9,  of  the  International  constitution: 
Insert  in  the  third  line  after  the  word  ** month,'*  *' except  all  members 

05  years  or  over  who  shall  be  exempt  from  all  dues  and  assessments  and 

entitled  to  all  benefits  of  the  organization.** 

Referred   to    the   international    Committee    on    Constitution    from   the 

convention  of  Sub-District  5  of  District  12  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

resolt:tion  no.  212. 

Linton,  Ind.,  January  6,  1912. 
We,  the  nienilx^rs  of  Ltn-al  Union  No.  132s.  loi'atod  at  Linton,  Ind..  District 
No.  11,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  submit  the  following  resolution  to  the  Twenty-thiiil 
Annual  Convention  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
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Whereas,  We  understancl  that  the  subject  in  regard  to  the  Twenty-second 
Annual  Convention  of  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  being  ** packed''  is  to  be  brought  before 
the  Twenty -third  Annual  Convention  by  Ex- Presidents  Mitchell  and  Lewis; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  any  such  controversy  being  brought  before 
the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  as  it  would  incur  an  ex- 
pense from  which  no  good  would  be  accomplished. 

(Signed)     ARCHIE  MERGE Y, 
D.  A.  STEWART, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  213. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  expert  accountants  by  the  International  President,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  International  Executive  Board,  who  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Inter- 
national Organization  quarterly  and  report  the  same  to  the  membership.  The 
salary  of  the  accountants  to  be  fixed  by  the  International  Executive  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
international  officials  biennially.  Elections  to  be  held  the  second  Tuesday  of 
December  in  the  even -numbered  years. 

Resolved,  That  the  International  Constitution  be  amended  to  provide  for 
the  holding  of  the  international  convention  biennially  the  third  Tuesday  of 
January  in  odd-numbered  years.  Special  conventions  to  be  held  when  called 
by  the  International  Executive  Board  as  now  prescribed  by  the  present  Consti- 
tution. 

JOHN  McCartney, 

JOHN  McMANUS, 
JOSEPH  wn.Ks, 

Oonunittee. 
Adopted  by  Ijocal  Union  1339,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Castle  Shannon,  Pa. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  238. 

Resolved,  By  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  International  convention  as- 
seniibledy  that  the  power  of  interpreting  the  terms  of  the  International 
Constitution  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  International  President,  except 
when  the  International  Executive  Board  is  in  session,  when  it  shall  decide, 
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provided,  that  the   decision  of  the   President  shall  alwajs  be  subject  to 
appeal  to  the  International  Executive  Board. 

W.  J.  DABBI8, 
Local  Union  No.  934,  Distriet  10. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  240. 

Resolved,  That  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  International  Convention  as- 
sembled* incorporate  in  its  constitution  the  propositions  of  "Initiatiye. 
Referendum  and  Recall/'  as  have  already  been  made  parts  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  District  10,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

•    W.  J.  DABBI8, 
Local  Union  No.  934,  District  10. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  245. 

Marceline,   Missouri,  January   12,  1912. 
lo  the  delegates  of  the  International  Convention,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Greeting: 
Whereas,  We  believe  all  members  sixty  years  of  age  or   over,  their 
rarning  capacity  being  lowered;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  National  Convention  adopt  a  resolution  exonerating 
them  from  all  dues,  levies,  per  capita  tax,  and  assessments. 

(Signed)     ANSEL  BRALEY, 
FRED  W.  NIES, 

Ix)cal  Union  No.  2143. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  245 A. 

Whereas,  We  believe  it  will  be  less  expensive  and  to  the  best  interest 
of  the  organization  that  the  national  officers  be  elected  for  a  term  of  two 
years;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  our  national  officers  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
instead  of  one  year,  also  that  the  International  Convention  be  held  every 
two  years. 

(Signed     ANSEL  BRALB7, 
FRED  W.  NIES, 

Local  Union  No.  2143. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  248. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  International  Convention: 

Greeting: — Whereas,  For  the  past  several  years  there  has  been  a  great 
demand  from  the  rank  and  file  of  the  membership  for  a  better  system  of 
dealing  with  our  officers;  and 

Whereas,  We,  the  membership  hold  that  as  we  have  the  power  to  confer 
authority,  we  also  have  the  power  to  revoke  the  same;  and 

Whereas,  The  constitution  of  the  organization  as  it  now  stands  does  not 
provide  for  the  removal  of  our  officers,  except  when  charges  have  been 
brought  and  proven;  and 

Whereas,  We,  the  members  who  swing  the  pick  are  convinced  that  it 
is  next  to  impossible  to  secure  the  removal  of  any  officer,  no  matter  what 
his  offense;  and 

Whereas,  We  have  so  often  failed  in  our  demands  to  receive  the  con- 
sideration due  us  from  our  officers  in  consideration  for  the  ample  compensation 
which  we  give  them;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  Local  Union  201  demand  the  referendum  and  the  right 
of  recall  in  the  several  branches  of  our  organization. 

JOHN  BAILEY,  Delegate. 

Local  Union  201. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  250. 

Springfield,  111.,  December  22,  1911. 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  maintaining  our  organization  in  its  present  form 
with  its  multiplicity  of  officers  has  occasioned  considerable  unfavorable 
comment;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  an  unnecessary  expense  and  the  money  paid  in  salaries 
could  be  put  to  much  better  use  of  it  were  used  to  pay  increased  benefits; 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  Section  1,  of  Article  2,  be  amended  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "of  in  line  4,  the  words  "the  Presidents  of  the  various  districts" 
making  the  District  Presidents  the  International  Executive  Board  members. 

Referred  from  the  convention  of  Sub-District  No.  5  of  District  12 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  to  the  International  convention  as  an  amendment  to  the 
International  constitution. 

JAS.  BRADY,  L.  U.  997. 

HENRY  FISHWICK,  L.  U.  731,  District  12. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  251. 

Springfield,  111.,  Deeember  22,  1911. 
Amendment   to    Article   4,    Section    9,   of   the  National   Constitntioii  to 
in&ert  in  the  third  line  after  the  word  "month"  "exccept  all  memben  65 
years  or  over  shall  be  exempt  from  dues  and  aaaeasmenta  and  entitled  to 
all  benefits  of  the  organization." 

Referred  to  the  international  convention  from  the  convention  of  Sob- 
District  No.  5  of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

J  AS.  BRADY,  L.  U.  997. 

HENRY  FISHWICK,  L.  U.  731,  District  12. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  257. 

Whereas,  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  earnings  of  the  miners  and  day 
men  on  acconnt  of  inequalities  in  the  mine;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  when  an  extra  assessment  is  made  upon  the  members  of 
the  organization  that  it  be  made  on  a  percentage  basis,  in  order  that  those  who 
are  able  to  pay  the  most  should  have  the  right  to  do  so. 

JOHN  N.  DAVIS, 
Local  Union  No.  1964. 
Adopted  by  the  annual  convention  of  District  No.  6,  and  offered  to  the 
Tntornational  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

O.  W.  SAVAGE,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  262. 

Boston,  Pa.,  January  II,  1912. 
Whereas.  There  has  been  so  much  dissension  and  demoralimtion  in  the 
ranks  of  our  organization;  and 

Whereas,  The  present  system  of  holding  office  is  becoming  dangeroni  to 
the  welfare  of  our  union ;  therefore,  we,  the  members  of  Boston  Local  No.  274, 
offer  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution: 

Resolved,  That  no  elected  international  or  district  officer  shall,  under  anv 
circumstances,  succeed  himself  after  having  served  two  terms,  the  term  not  to 
exceed  one  year. 

ANDREW  E.  FOED,  Preaident, 
RICHARD    FARMER,    Secretary. 
J.  A.  GERUSCHAT, 
T.  W.  HEHOLT. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  263. 

Boston,  Pa.,  January  11,  1912. 
The  menibera  of  Boston  Local  No.  274  suggest  the  following  change  in 
Article  4,  Section  10: 

Strike  out  **the  initiation  tec  shall  be  $10 '^  and  insert  **the  initiation  fee 
shall  be  $3'^  and  abolish  nil  dispensation. 

ANDREW  E.  FORD, 
JOHN   A.    GEBUSCHAT, 
RICHARD  FARMER. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  264. 

Boston,  Pa.,  January  11,  1912. 

The  members  of  Boston  Local  No.  274  wish  to  offer  the  following  change 
in  Article  4,  Section  9: 

The  local  monthly  dues  to  be  paid  by  each  member  shall  be  25  cents  per 
month,  the  monies  to  be  distributed  as  follows:  Ten  cents  per  month  from 
each  member  for  the  International;  8  cents  for  the  district,  the  local  union  to 
retain  7  cents  per  member. 

ANDREW  E.  FORD, 
JOHN    A.    GERUSCHAT, 
RICHARD  FARMER. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  265. 

Boston,  Pa.,  January  11,  1912. 
The  members  of  Local  Union  No.  274  wish  to  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution: 

Should  a  miner  or  mine  worker,  who  is  a  member  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
cease  work  at  any  time  as  a  miner  or  mine  worker,  and  should  said  member 
return  to  the  mines  as  a  miner  or  mine  worker,  he,  at  any  time,  upon  presenting 
hi0  card  to  any  local  union,  shall  be  reinstated  for  the  sum  of  $2;  provided, 
said  member  has  not  worked  at  non-union  mines. 

ANDREW  E.  FORD, 
JOHN    A.    GERUSCHAT, 
RICHARD  FARMER. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  274. 

Franklin,  Kan.,  January  5,  1912. 
To  the  International  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  The  occupation  of  a  mine  worker  being  so  hazardous,  coni(Yels  na 
to  carry  insurance  in  order  to  leave  something  for  the  protection  of  our  families 
in  case  of  accidents;  and 

Whereas,  The  insurance  companies  and  societies  to  which  we  are  compelled 
to  join  charge  excessive  and  hazardous  rates,  making  it  a  burden  to  carry,  and 
causing  a  hardship  on  us ;  and 

Whereas,  For  illustration,  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  with  106.- 
000  members,  costs  $50,000  a  month  to  run  it  in  addition  to  its  death  claims; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  International  President  appoint  a  committee  at  the 
coming  international  convention  to  draft  some  plan  of  insurance — sick,  accident 
and  death — whereby  our  members  can  carry  insurance  at  actual  cost,  same  to 
be  submitted  to  referendum. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  2455. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  276. 

Franklin,  Kan.,  January  5,  1912. 
To  the  International  (Jouvenlion,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  it  is  time  our  organization  adopts  some  plan  to 
cut  the  expense  of  our  organization  in  general;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  that  the  international  con- 
vention be  held  only  every  two  years. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  2455. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289A. 

Peoria,  III.,  December  19,  1911. 
Resolved,  That   wc  abolish  the  sub-districts,  concentrating  the   power  of 
authority  in  our  state  board. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289J. 

Peoria,  111.,  December  19,  1911. 
WlierouH,  Wo  have  in  our  locality  a  number  of  non-union  miners  who 
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do  not  belong  to  co-operative  minos,  and  who  have  no  way  to  get  rid  of 
slack.  In  time  of  suspension  or.  strike  these  men  have  stood  by  us  and 
refused  to  work;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  our  constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  allow  these  men 
to  join  our  organization. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289F. 

Resolved,  That  every  person  joining  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  shall  take  the  obli- 
gation. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289G. 

Peoria,  IlL,  December  19,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  the  managing  editor  of  the  Mine  Workers'  Journal  shall 
l)€  elected  by  a  referendum  vote  of  the  unions. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289H. 

Peoria,  111.,  December  19,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  a  clause  be  inserted  in  our  constitution  providing  that 
ull  districts  be  signed  up  before  any  one  district  continues  work. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2891. 

Peoria,  111.,  December  19,  1911. 

Resolved,  That  a  clause  be  inserted  in  our  constitution  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  a  co-operative  supply  house,  under  the  management  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

EUGENE  B.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

Delegate  Walker,  Chairman  of  Scale  Committee— At  this  time  I  would  like 
to  have  consideration  of  a  matter  I  do  not  think  will  take  up  very  much  of  the 
time  of  the  convention,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  of  extreme  importance,  at 
least  to  the  districts  the  mattor  comos  up  from.  It  was  a  question  that  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Scale  Committee.  The  committee  deferred  action  on  it.  In  a 
fijreneral  discussion  wc  practically  nil  agreed  on  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be 
disposed  of. 
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lu  ilistrict«<  where  our  «irganization  is  onlr  |iartiallj  established  the  local 
unious  have  brought  the  (|ue8tion  up  in  the  conveDtion  and  asked  that  specUl 
efforts  be  made  to  organize  them.  i»oiutiiig  cat  the  favorable  eirenmstaiieei  that 
would  indicate  that  this  was  the  right  time  to  take  that  kind  of  action.  The 
nonunion  men  represented  in  these  districts  amonnt  to  poaaibly  over  200,000,  ao 
that  you  ean  see  the  organization  is  not  in  a  position  finaneially  to  undertake  to 
comply  with  all  the  requests  at  this  time,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  pl»e«« 
where  rhe  work  can  }te  done  favora))ly  and  where  the  prospects  are  best  to  hive 
it  done  first. 

The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  discussion  of  the  weaknesses  of  our 
organization,  in  the  face  of  our  efforts  to  make  a  contract  for  the  next  two 
years,  would  not  be  for  the  best  interests  of  our  organization,  and  they  fed  if 
the  International  Executive  Board  can  get  the  resolutions  and  all  the  informa- 
tion in  the  different  districts,  either  through  the  officials  or  the  local  unions,  or 
lK)th,  they  can  handle  the  question  in  a  way  to  get  the  best  results  for  the 
organization. 

I  therefore  move  that  all  these  resolutions  appear  in  the  records  of  the 
ronvention,  so  that  the  locals  and  the  district  officials  can  receive  credit  for 
bringing  them  here,  and  that  the  disposition  of  them  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
International  Executive  Board.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  McCauley,  District  17 — We  have  a  resolution  here  that  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Scale  Committe<».     What  di8iK>sition'will  be  made  of  itf 

President  White — If  the  motion  prevails  it  will  be  referred  to  the  board- 
Delegate  McCauley — We  would  like  to  have,  if  possible,  the  approval  or  dis- 
approval of  the  convention  in  regard  to  it.  "W^e  have  tried  to  get  it  before  the 
convention.  It  interests  us  indirectly  and  it  interests  you  people  directly.  We 
have  one  of  the  second  largest  coal  producing  states  in  the  Union.  If  this  reso- 
lution goes  through,  if  we  get  a  closed  shop  and  the  checkoff,  we  can  organize 
West  Virginia.  We  have  fought  for  twenty  years  to  do  it.  In  some  manner 
while  I  was  out  of  the  state  the  checkoff  was  done  away  with.  Since  then  we 
liave  continually  gone  down  and  down  until  we  have  only  1,800  or  2,000 
members  in  District  17. 

We  havo  th3  assurance  of  the  unorganized  men  in  that  section  of  he  coun- 
try  that  if  we  are  given  the  checkoff  they  will  come  into  the  organization.  I  do 
not  see  why  you  should  not  go  on  record  in  regard  to  the  matter  here.  If  you 
]>eo[)le  will  give  us  tliis  endorsement  we  will  organize  that  state,  I  believe.  If 
we  do  not  get  the  checkoff  we  cannot  possibly  organize  District  17.    I  would  like 
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to  have  some  action  on  that.    I  would  not  like  to  have  this  laid  over  until  it  is  too 
late  to  take  action. 

•  President  White — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  resolution  referred  to 
bj  the  delegate  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Besolutions. 

Delegate  Lackey,  District  It — The  resolution  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Besolutions. 

Delegate  Kennamer,  District  20 — Do  I  understand  by  Delegate  Walker's 
motion  that  these  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Scale  Committee? 

Delegate  Walker — Some  of  them  were  referred  to  the  Scale  Committee  at 
finrt.  Others  were  referred  to  us  from  dififerent  committees.  The  motion  is  that 
they  appear  in  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  and  the  matter  of  their  dispo- 
sition be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  International  Executive  board.  What  has  been 
said  of  West  Virginia  by  Delegate  McCauley  would  not  make  one-hundredth  part 
of  what  can  be  said,  and  what  is  true  of  that  field  is  true  of  Alabama,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  the  Irwin  Field,  Colorado  and  a  number  of  other  non-union  fields. 

Delegate  Kennamer — The  delegates  from  the  non-union  fields  have  a  reso- 
lution here  bearing  on  the  subject  Brother  Walker  mentioned.  We  are  willing 
to  submit  it  and  have  it  become  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Walker — President  Roll,  of  District  23,  spoke  to  me  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  understood  it  would  take  that  course. 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  5 — I  desire  to  speak  on  the  motion.  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  submitting  these  important  resolutions  to  the  International  Execu- 
tiTe  Board  without  a  full  explanation  being  given  to  this  delegation  as  to  the 
conditions  that  prevail  in  the  non-union  field.  The  coal  operators  whom  we  are 
meeting  in  conference  now  are  fully  familiar  with  the  conditions  that  prevail, 
and  they  complain  of  the  competition  coming  from  these  non-union  fields.  I 
know  there  are  delegates  in  our  district  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  unorgan- 
ized conditions  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  other  states;  they  are 
not  familiar  with  the  unorganized  conditions  of  West  Virginia  and  the  im- 
portant faetpr  these  districts  are  in  the  mining  industry. 

The  operators  are  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  situation  and  use  this  argu- 
ment in  opposition  to  conceding  our  demands.  I  believe  before  this  convention 
adjourns  there  should  be  a  thorough  discussion  on  these  important  matters,  so 
that  every  delegate  will  go  home  from  this  convention  familiar  with  the  oppo- 
sition the  mine  workers  have  to  contend  with.  And,  furthermore,  this  con- 
vention, before  it  adjourns,  may  decide  upon  some  definite  policy  to  be  pur- 
sued  in   order  to  have  the  TTnited   Mine  Workers  established  in   those   non- 
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111  (listricts  wIkti!  onr  iirj[;]iiifi;:itin]i  t^i  ttiiU  [furlUxWy  eDtablinhed  the  bcal 
uiiious  huvf  bmii^ht  t)i(>  (juoi^tiuri  n[i  in  lUi'  {'nuwiiiiiin  miil  auked  that  8periil 
offortb  be  inudo  (•>  organi/o  tlieni,  ['i^intiu^  out  the  fEivonihtc  (Circumstances  tMt 
would  indicate  that  tliis  was  Ihe  H^iit  timo  to  takt?  lUat  kind  of  action.  Tk 
non- union  men  represented  in  ihvfn^  distlrii-tH  imKiuiit  to  posailily  over  200,ftOOj  la 
thai  you  can  see  the  organizatiun  is  uut  in  n  piti^ititvn  firmneially  to  u&dert&ke  1v 
eomply  with  i\\\  the  re^piestn  :it  \hU  Mnll^  situt  it  \\\\[  tie  iK-fest^iiry  fur  the  pliMi 
\\herp  the  work  ran  l»e  done  ffi%*ufii>'ly  ntnl  wheiv  the  prnsi^eetH  are  beH  to  ]i»t 
it   done  first. 

The  committee  is  itf  the  Dpitiion  thnt  n  lU^niiNiou  of  the  weakii^HHet  of  o«r 
organization,  in  the  face  of  our  efftirtj^  Im  mnke  a  contract  for  the  ueit  tiro 
years,  would  not  be  for  the  hesl  iutere^tt*  of  uur  orjfain  seat  ion,  and  they  fed  if 
tlie  International  Executive  Board  can  get  tlir  rosululjona  and  sU  the  infoni 
tion  in  tiie  different  districtH^  eithvr  through  the  oftieiaisj  or  the  locai  unJoD% 
lioth,  they  can  handle  tho  «jiicstton  in  a  wjiy  tn  get  the  beat  Te«u1tJi  for  tki 
organization. 

J  therefore  move  that  all  thcH'  re_[to]ntiori?i  appear  in  tbe  reeordi  of 
convention,  so  that  the  localsj  and  tUc  ilis*trii*t  nfficiul*:  t^an  receive  credit  f« 
l)ri])ging  them  liere,  ami  iliat  llip  disposition  of  tlieni  be  Teft  in  the  handa  of  tb« 
International  Executive  Hoard.     (Si't!iiiided.) 

r>elegj»te  McCauley,  DiKtrii^t   17 — We  hflve  a  rcsobilioa  ber^  tbat  i 
i'erred  to  the  Scale  Committoo,     What  di^ponition  will  be  made  of  itf 

President  White — If  the  inotjoo  prevails  it  will  be  referred  to  thm 

Delegate  McCauley — We  svinild  like  to  bave»  if  po^dblej  the  ftpprorml 
approval  of  the  convention  in  regarii  to  it.    ^Ve  have  tried  to  g6t  it 
convention.    It  interests  us  indirectly  and  it  interests  yon  people  MjtttiUfw 
have  one  of  the  second  larget^t  coal  produeing  !tt£ites  in  tJie  Union.    If  tUt 
lution  goes  throngh,  if  we  get  a  idokt^Hi  shop  and  the  eheekolf^  we  emu  i^i 
West  Virginia.    We  have  fought  for  twenty  years  to  do  it*     In 
A\hile  T  was  out  of  the  state  the  chei.'kofr  was  done  away  wIUl 
Iiave   continually   gone   down   and   down   until  we   have  onSif  1|SO0  or  S, 
members  in  District  17. 

We  have  tho  assurance  of  the  unorganixed  mea  in  th^it  sv^^timi  af  b% 
try  that  if  we  are  given  the  checkoff  they  will  c^nie  into  the  arganlxatiotit.  1 
not  see  why  you  should  not  go  on  record  in  regard  to  tbe  ifiaU«r  here     ^*  '^ 
people  will  give  us  this  eudoreement  we  will  organico  tMt  t^taUu  I  bt^ 
we  do  not  get  the  checkoff  we  cannot  pOMibly  orifiuiixi!  Oiitrjot  1T<    X 
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union  fields.    I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  motion  that  this  convention  adjourn  Bid 
refer  these  im|)ortant  resolutions  to  the  International  Executive  Board. 
The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  carried. 
Delegate  Kennamer  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was  made 
part  of  the  records  of  the  convention: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  29, 1912. 
Whereas,  the  time  has  arrived  in  the  history  of  the  United  Mine  Woiksn 
south  of  the  Ohio  river  when  some  action  should  be  taken  to  build  np  an  organi- 
zation in  that  section  of  the  country  in  keeping  with  the  organiiation  in  tiie 
four  competitive  states,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  conditions  were  never  more 
favorable  for  organization  in  Districts  Nos.  17,  19,  20  and  23,  but  undtf  the 
old  system  of  striking  the  mines  in  certain  portions  of  the  districts  named  has 
proven  to  be  a  complete  failure,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  organizers  who 
go  into  those  fields  are  met  with  federal  injunctions,  very  sweeping  in  their 
scope  and  drastic  in  their  nature;  we  are  also  met  at  every  turn  of  the  road 
by  coal  company  guards  armed  with  the  most  modem  guns,  very  ready  to  take 
the  lives  of  our  representatives  and  workers  in  the  field ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  International  Union  take  such  steps  by  providing  the 
necessary  funds  to  carry  on  an  educational  campaign  in  these  nnorganiied 
fields,  it  is  our  opinion  that  a  great  work  can  be  accomplished  by  pursuing  steps 
of  this  kind;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  now  in  session  adopt  this  resolution  and 
authorize  the  International  Executive  Board  to  proceed  at  as  early  a  day  as 
possible  to  carry  it  into  execution.      (Signed), 

J.  M.  CRAGO,  President  District  No.  17. 
JOHN  F.  BOWDEN,  President  District  No,  19. 
J.  R.  KENNAMER,  President  District  No.  20. 
ROBERT  M.  ROLL,  President  District  No.  23. 
THOMAS  CAIRNS,  I.  E.  B.  District  No.  17. 
JOHN  JEFFREY,  I.  E.  B.  District  No.  19. 
WM.  HARRISON,  I.  E.  B.  District  No.  20. 
GEORGE  BAKER,  I.  E.  B.  District  No.  23. 
Committee  representing  delegates  of  the  above  named  districts. 

RESOLUTIONS  REFERRED  TO  SC^ALE  COMMITTEE. 

Following  are  the  resolutions  referred  to  the  Scale  Committee,  the  reso- 
lutions covered  by  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker: 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  2. 

West  Frankfort,  111.,  December  6,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  National  Convention  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16, 
1912 — Greetings: 

Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  L.  U.  No.  959  think  the  day  laborers  in 
and  around  the  mine  don't  get  enough  pay  for  their  work;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  as  demanding  an  increase 
in  wages  to  all  day  labor,  namely,  25  per  cent,  on  the  present  scale. 
(Signed)     ED.  RICH,  President  L.  U.  No.  959. 

J.  E.  HICKS,  Recording  Secretary  L.  U.  No.  959. 

C.  E.  STALIOUS,  Treasurer  L.  U.  No.  959. 

ELMEU  THOMPSON,  Financia'l  Secretary  L.  U.  No.  969. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  3. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas)  Believing  as  we  do,  that  Paragraph  F  of'  Section  13  of  the 
Btate  agreement,  does  not  do  our  members  full  justice  in  so  far  as  compensa- 
tion is  concerned.  Where  a  man  has  been  unjustly  discharged;  therefore, 
bo  it 

Resolved,  That  we  amend  the  present  Paragraph  F  by  striking  out  all 
of  the  present  paragraph,  after  the  word  employment  on  the  twenty-first  line 
of  said  paragraph.  Adopted  by  Local  Union  1458. 

T.   J.   McDonald,   President. 
S.  A.  DUNN,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6. 
Whereas,  By  sad  experience  of  the  last  two  years  we  have  found  to  our 
sorrow  that  the  extra  cost  of  living  has  become  so  great  that  it  has  become 
a  national  burden  to  the  working  classes  of  the  people;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  an  increase  of  five  (5)  cents  per  ton  on  all 
coal  pick  mined  and  all  other  labor  accordingly. 

WM.  STAMPS,  President. 
HOWARD  LITTLEPAGE,  Secretary. 

Local  Union  1050. 
CHAUNCEY  GREEN,  President. 
CHESTER    HOWES,   Secretary. 

Local  Union  1244. 
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BESOLUTION  NO.  8. 

WbereaSy  By  sad  experience  of  the  last  two  years  we  have  found  to  ooi 
sorrow  that  the  extra  cost  of  living  has  become  so  great  that  it  has  become 
a  national  burden  to  the  working  classes  of  the  people;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  we  demand  an  increase  of  fixe  (5)  cents  per  ton  on  ill 
coal  pick  mined  and  all  other  labor  accordingly. 

BESOLUTION  NO.  25. 

Mystic,  Iowa,  NoTember  23,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and   Delegates  of  the   Twenty-third   National   Conventioa, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Whereas,  It  has  been  the  practice  of  some  operators  to  work  their  mines 
on  the  day  of  election  for  national  officers,  thereby  working  an  injury  ob 
our  membeship  by  not  giving  them  sufficient  time  in  which  to  east  their 
ballot;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved.  That  we  insert  in  the  national  constitution,  that  it  be  a  genenl 
holiday  for  all  mine  workers  on  the  day  of  election  of  national  offieers. 

BESOLUTION  NO.  26. 

Whereas,  in  the  \*s>t  the  V.  M.  W.  of  A.,  have  signed  their  agreement! 
by  districts;  and. 

Whereas,  This  system  has  proved  detrimental  to  the  miners  as  a  wkote. 
ns  it  has  a  tendency  of  making  one  district  scab  on  another;  and, 

Whereas.  The  operators  of  the  entire  country  are  organized  on  eli^ 
lines  with  the  object  in  view  to  keep  the  workers  down  to  the  lowest  poesible 
level;  and. 

Whereas,  The  action  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  signing  up  such  agree«<*^ 
is  only  working  in  the  interest  of  the  operators  by  using  one  district  i^^t 
j«notber,  thereby  fighting  the  operators  battle,  which  in  our  opinion  iisoti 
union  principle;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  convention  assembled,  cndot* 
this  resolution,  that  all  districts  si^ii  their  contracts  together  and  no  dVsVt^^^ 
<ijjn  any  contracts  alone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  U.  No.  634  U.  M.  W.  ©r  ^,. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  31. 

THE   STRUGGLE   IN   NOVA  SCOTIA. 

o  the  Delegates   of   the   Twenty -third   Annual   Convention,   United   Mine 

Workers  of  America,  and  Organized  Labor  Generally — Greeting: 

This  statement  is  prepared  that  you  may  study  its  contents  and  carry 
ime  to  your  respective  Local  Unions,  thus  giving  the  entire  membership 
a  opportunity  to  understand  existing  conditions  in  this  district. 

We  are  mindful  of  the  magnificent  support  given  to  the  Mine  Workers  in 
lis  country  by  the  International  Organization. 

We  know  the  money  was  provided  by  thousands  of  our  fellow  Mine  Work- 
's, in  the  form  of  dues  and  assessments,  very  often  when  their  own  meager- 
imings  could  ill  afford  the  sacrifice,  yet  it  was  given  freely,  because  they  real- 
ed  from  experience  the  condition  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Mine  Workers,  and  as 
ue  union  men,  stood  by  them  in  their  fight  for  improved  conditions. 

We  offer  no  apology  for  tlie  Nova  Scotia  Mine  Workers  as  a  whole  in  their 
lilure  to  make  good  the  great  opportunity  open  to  them  in  1909,  1910  and 
111.  There  is  no  question  that  if  the  16,000  to  17,000  mine  workers  in  this 
mntry  could  vote  on  the  proposition  today,  it  would  show  an  almost  com- 
lete  choice  for  the  United  Mine  Workers^  organization.  Its  strength  and 
3licy  is  understood  by  thousands  of  intelligent  workmen. 

It  commands  the  respect  of  all  fair-minded  citizens,  and  is  equally  feared 
jr  the  corporation!*,  whose  allies  and  hirelings  continually  seek  to  check  its 
rogress  by  the  employment  of  every  conceivable  tri<^,  subterfuge  and  practice 
alculated  to  keep  the  workmen  divided. 

Those  who  know  the  fights  in  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  in  West  Virginia, 
Alabama,  the  Irwin  Field  and  Colorado,  can  understand  what  has  to  be  eom- 
>atted  in  this  district;  and  apart  from  that,  the  Dominion  Iron,  Steel  and  Coal 
orporation,  a  concern  which  dictates  the  conditions  of  the  entire  coal  mining 
rJnstry  in  Nova  Scot  in,  Iiave  the  unqualified  services  of  a  combination  of 
Jividuala  who  pretend  to  be  labor  union  men,  but  are,  in  fact,  nothing  more 
H3  tools  for  the  coal  corporation,  which  has  conceived  the  notion  of  crush- 
aJl  the  organized  labor  within  the  sphere  of  its  operations. 
Thirty  years  ago  several  small  coal  mines  were  in  operation,  and  the 
it*»>en  organized  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Association.  Through  its  agency 
^■^^-^  improvements  were  made,  but  the  mining  industry  grew,  and  small 
•^ornpanies  became  big  corporations. 
**   X904  the  steel  workers  at  Sydney,  N.  S.,  who  were  then  members  of  the 
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.\  \..  xnttf  jar  .>a  rthke  tor  lietter  wagen.  The  strike  collapsed  in  four 
«»«w<^  uc  *aa:  r  >u|f^H>rt.  snd  hem  use  the  P.  W.  A.  was  powerless  finandallT 
-.1.*    lunwr-cxIN. 

';ir«ac:»t-tk'(iua  |:t««  aBft>ng¥t  the  men;  they  saw  that  their  forces  must  be 
^"HMri  *'.>r  ::k;  .»Mnt««r»  ha<l  rapidly  become  strong  and  powerful.  It 
.^  «««mi»v  .•^•^n  :.*  t'le  mfn  thM  there  was  something  wrong  with  their  offi 
.:^  xv.nx'^i  :viH.»rt  «**  that  these  men  were  all  the  time  hob-nobbing  with 
-i  i-«.Tti-tir*  i-iii  iheir  agents,  and  with  state  servants  who  also  played  tbf 
.-.m.  '"f  "Hr  ■.••»ri^.>nitioii!«.  Things  were  not  attended  to.  Decisions  and  policies 
*.,;    »M%»i  b*   the  annual  oonventions  were  ignored  by  the  officers. 

ia;i>  I'le  qm^tion  of  amnlgnmnting  with  a  progressive  miners'  union 
«.^x  aM.*u>ti«^i  largely.  The  one-man  administration  called  a  special  conveD- 
^  ii  jl  M.'W\tv^l  «lelog:ites  to  smother  the  agitation.  An  injunction  was  issued 
i(^t*titwig  him  t'rv>Mi  proceeding  till  all  the  locals  had  sent  delegates.  THs 
.-u't-tii*v>H  .>rdort'd  a  vote  of  the  membership  on  the  question  of  amalgamating 
v. HI  ho  r  M.  \V.  of  A.  or  remodel  the  local  organization.  The  vote  gave  a 
x,.:v<,i.(iiiiai  tiiajority  in  favor  of  amalgamation,  and  undoubtedly,  the  men 
iv'X*vl  i»'i  th«H  u»  Iv  put  into  effect  by  their  officers.  Not  a  single  objection  to 
iiv  >%<to  uiH  inHdo  tu  the  two  weeks  allowed.  It  was  here  the  cloven-hoofed  one 
.i'i'*\ovxl   tu   Jruo  ivlors.  The  officers  refused  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 

V  .ou'vivHvo  twk  place  between  a  union  officer  and  a  notorious  factotum 

.    .ito  v«>i)>oiH(iiM(H  and  Provincial  Government.  This  go-between  advised  the 

,.    .k\Ws\  .iiiu»ii  IraJors  to  ** stand  p?it**  and  ignore  the  men's  vote.  In  order 

..  \u\\\   w.uU'i*i:»ua.  M  it  Ik*  explained  that  this  aforementioned  factotum  was 

.«.iim  'l\    i*s»vi  u>  v»f  the  P.  V.  A.,  and  to  this  day  is  its  real  governor.  Many 

V »•.*!-   »s"  ^"'  *''^*  '*  UiXW  I'ommon  labor  about  one  of  the  coal  mines,  was  given 

,  ^,•«^  it'>»    \  »iMk  '  vMuu'  on.  and  some  anonymous  writer  was  championing  the 

iitSM.     ..4UU    III   !lio   Halifax  Herald,  criticizing  the  company  very  bitterly. 

( lu-  .,"U|'"«^   )»">  ii»'t»vti\os  to  work  and  discovered  the  writer  to  be  none  other 

.S»ti  (iiu  htiMiniii.  who  WHS  holding  an  official  position  with  the  company.  He 

,,  »      ,»  K,  I  ..u  till'  iinuuto  and  ordered  to  walk  off  the  premises.  Then  he  went  to 

,1^      itiS>  >      I'^'l  hi«i  xtorv,  was  received  with  open  arms  and  set  up  as  their 

•i  I  It  > 

\  y  i  .»  i\  w  \K\\\s  tlio  pniou  grew  and  flourished,  then  declined  for  some  pe- 

ii.,    ,    ,  ..u     .4>Htt  fn>n>  the  conduct  of  any  particular  individual  or  number 

.   «,.  iMi  l'*ti>    t'ho  tiiitt'  had  arrived  when  provincial  labor  unionism  had  out- 
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ired  its.  usefulness,  and  the  realization  of  this  fact  began  to  dawn  on  the 
orkerSy  and  the  erstwhile  traitor  to  the  company  gave  up  the  leadership. 

For  a  number  of  years-  he  has  run  a  paper  exclusively  in  the  interests  of 
tose  who  exploit  the  toilers,  seasoning  it  with  cunningly-devised  paragraphs 
»  delude  whom  he  can  into  a  belief  that  be  is  fair  minded.  He  was  given  a 
at  in  the  Provincial  Assembly  of  watchdogs,  whose  duty  it  is  to  censor  legis* 
tion  passed  by  the  people  ^s  representatives,  that  position  gives  to  him  the 
open  sesame ' '  to  more  effectually  carry  out  the  duties  required  by  those  whose 
fluence  placed  him  there.  He  is  the  greatest  adept  at  twisting  everything 
m  lay  into  meanings  you  never  intended.  Unscrupulous  is  as  honey  to  gall 
lien  yon  seek  words  to  describe  the  man's  habits.  The  controlling  forces  in 
lis  eountry  cast  about  for  a  dirty  joint  to  complete  the  machinery  used  to 
anipulate  the  toilers  as  they  desire,  and  they  found  it,  ''for,"  said  they,  "a 
an  who  was  traitor  to  us  before  is  capable  of  serving  us  in  a  similar  capacity 

In  December,  1908,  and  January,  1909,  after  finding  that  their  officers  had 
leome  renegades,  the  men  organized  local  unions  under  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
id  next  morning  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  discharged  over  990  men. 

In  July,  1909,  three-fourths  the  employes  of  the  D.  C.  Co.  came  out  on 
rike,  most  of  them  remaining  out  ten  months.  The  company  used  its  millions 
import  scab  labor  from  many  countries.  P.  W.  A.  Moffatt  wrote  to  the  British 
"688  advising  miners  to  come  to  Nova  Scotia  and  take  thd  places  of  men  on 
rike.  He  visited  Pennsylvania  and  wrote  letters  endeavoring  to  poison  the 
Indfl  of  the  workmen.  He  sent  a  petition  to  the  Canadian  Government  urging 
at  the  soldiers  be  kept  in  the  strike  district.  Six  hundred  so-called  P.  W.  A. 
en  were  sworn  in  special  policemen  for  the  coal  company,  and  Bobbie  Drum- 
ond  was  jumping  around  as  busy  as  a  scorpion  in  a  nest  of  hornets,  directing 
e  attack.  The  men  who  were  honestly  socking  to  secure  their  rights  and  de- 
nfe  treatment  ^erc  Drum-Moffatted  in  great  style.  Board  fences  were  put 
•onnd  the  mines  with  live  wires  on  top.  Two  innocent  boys  were  killed  by  these 
iree.  Hundreds  of  families  were  turned  out  of  company  houses  in  the  depth 
'  winter  and  the  windows  boarded  up.  Everything  that  could  be  done  in  the 
me  of  the  law  was  done  by  the  people  who  make  that  their  business,  to  drive 
e  nien  to  work.  Did  that  pseudo-labor  unionist  raise  his  voice  on  behalf  of 
eee  men,  their  wives  and  families f  Oh.  no!  He  was  right  with  the  coal  com- 
mj. 

In  April,  1911,  he  went  to  Springhill,  where  a  strike  existed  twenty-two 

M.  PfO.-27. 
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months,  w  as  eiHsorted  to  an<l  from  the  train  by  coal  company  police^  gathered  ^ 
n  few  scab  laborers  from  the  bull  pen,  nnd  "organized"  a  lodge.  Peanii loot- 
ing on  say  there  were  thirty  com^^any  policemen  around  the  hall  that  ught 
There  'a  a  picture  for  you.  Such  is  the  connection  between  this  eombinatioB  u^ 
the  operators  that  no  distinction  can  be  seen.  It  is  one  united  force,  all  m^ 
the  direction  of  the  corporation 

The  comimny  has  carefully  *  *  planted  * '  the  principal  actors  in  this  ifflMr 
drama  at  the  various  mines,  ostensibly  to  cam  their  living  like  other  men,  Int 
in  reality  to  delude  and  cajole  whom  they  can  into  consenting  to.  the  cheek-if 
for  tlh?  corporation  auxiliary.  The  thing  has  no  influence  of  itself,  and  iflbrtt 
cause  of  disgust  to  fair-minded  Nova  Scotians,  and  to  scores  of  mine  workos 
who  pay  to  it  under  jHuialty  of  one  of  the  many  forma  of  diseriminatioB  v^ 
mine  officials  have  to  employ. 

It  is  quietly  intimated  to  strangers  that,  if  they  will  join  the  P.  W.  A.  th(! 
will  get  a  good  job.  Active  United  Mine  Workers  are  told  that  if  th^  wiDbep 
their  mouths  closed  they  can  obtain  a  good  place.  U.  M.  W.  men  who  itlei^ 
meetings  are  laid  off  work  for  no  other  reason.  When  meetings  are  aditertisr^ 
sooros  of  company  pi^Hoe,  detectives,  spies  and  officials  are  on  hand  to  tetf 
uotioes  down  and  strike  tite  fear  of  the  coal  company  in  the  hearts  of  imd  v^ 
dare  to  attend  a  meeting.  Thousands  of  men  put  up  a  good  fight  for  the  €>»* 
(*i)>ation  of  the  mine  workers,  and  are  just  as  ready  to  do  their  part  igtiB>  ^ 
may  be  asked  why  do  not  the  masses  rise  up  against  the  sfhcining  fewl  W 
often  puzzles  the  writer.  We  can  <;ee.  however,  that  on  account  of  the  eonpoiJ ' 
judicious  vlistribution  of  poison  iK^ts  amongst  the  men,  there  has  detdopedt 
!aek  of  confidence  in  each  othe\  One  man  knows  not  whether  his  neigtt>^ 
can  be  trusted  because  5i>  many  have  been  victimized  through  tale-bearenr  V^ 
there  is  a  general  ho}H^  th  it  the  day  will  ci>me  when  united  action  may  he  tike* 
snd  deliveranv'e  fr\^m  corj'onition  tyranny  assured. 

One  woni  of  warning,  do  not  let  any  man  be  deceived  by  the  argsa*** 
that  the  trv'»*;ble  in  Nv>va  Sooiia  i<  between  two  labor  unions.  We  tliik  thi 
foregv^ing  fairt*  will  prvve  cr^nohisivoly  that  such  is  not  the  case.  If  we  w«W 
.lealing  with  men  wK>  were  aorirj  v*on5**ientiou»!y  in  thnr  peeitioD.  it  wouM^ 
.1  different  matter.  Prv^K'ibFT  there  are  <^>!Ke  who  have  acted  koacotly.  sad  «» 
enritle^l  to  that  coc^ideraiion  due  to  n«en  who  have  been  deluded  by  vA  jot 
^IfT^  but  to  the  latter  r'^ere  ^'ar^  orly  h?  extended  the  respect  Toieed  ia  thi 
f  .^ *  I  v'  w  •  r  ^  re* »lutions : 
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HOURS  OF  LABOR  AND  RATES  OF  WAGES  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

Hours  of  labor,  teu,  in  many  instances  twelve,  with  a  few  exceptions* 
we  the  custom  of  eight  to  nine  hours  is  tolerated. 

Adult  day  labor  is  paid  from  $1.45  to  $1.65.  A  few,  known  as  leading  shift- 
1,  get  $1.75,  and  a  few  specials  at  $2.00. 

Engineers,  $2.25  for  twelve  hours.  Other  mechanics  in  proportion. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  according  to  press  reports,  but  not  yet  officially  stated,  an  al- 
3d  wage  agreement  covering  two  years  is  said  to  be  entered  into  by  John 
ffatt,  Stephen  B.  McNeil  and  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  and 

Whereas,  The  great  body  of  workmen  have  had  no  proposition  made  to 
31  by  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  looking  to  any  agreement  on  wages  and 
ditions.  They  have  not,  nor  will  they  authorize  any  one  to  make  any  wage 
eement  on  their  behalf  for  any  period  of  time  that  does  not  carry  with  it  a 
Btantial  increase  in  present  rates,  and  submitted  to  all  the  employes  for 
•Toval;  and 

Whereas,  the  association  whose  name  they  use  was  voted  out  of  existence 
June  24,  1908,  by  its  members;  and 

.  Whereas,  Certain  individuals  failed  to  stand  honorably  by  the  decision 
the  majority  and  have  since  co-operated  with  the  company  in  efforts  to  de- 
^e  the  workmen  of  their  rights,  and  have  violated  every  principle  of  labor 
c^nism,  which  have  caused  progressive  organized  labor  in  Canada  to  go  on 
^rd,  condemning  those  men  and  repudiating  them  as  labor  unionists  in  any 
Be  of  the  term,  sentiments  which  this  meeting  heartily  endorse;  and 

Whereas,  This  meeting  of  the  employes  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  be- 
'e  that  the  company  and  John  Moffatt  and  Stephen  B.  McNeil  have  mutual 
crests  to  serve  and  pecuniary  advantages  to  gain  by  binding  the  men  over  to 
ges  which  are  greatly  loss  than  those  paid  to  other  mine  workers  in  Canada, 
1  altogether  inadequate  to  meet  the  increasingly  high  cost  of  living. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  of  the  employes  of  the  Do- 
lion  Coal  Company  place  ourselves  on  record  as  absolutely  refusing  to  be 
ind  by  any  such  proposed  pgreement,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  co-operate 
h  each  other  at  the  earliest  convenient  time  to  secure  an  increase  in  wages 
b  better  conditions  of  employment. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  tins  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Min- 
r  of  Labor,  to  the  press,  and  the  Dominion  Coal  Company. 

Olaee  Bay,  October  30,  1911. 
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Beeotred,  That  we,  tke  emplojes  working  in  tbe  Doninion  Goal  Coquf^ 
No.  6  mine,  refuse  to  be  bound  by  nnjr  wage  agre^nent  for  any  period  of  tiM 
which  does  not  earrr  with  it  a  sabatantial  increase  on  the  present  rates  pni. 
and  we  pledge  oursehes  lo  co-operate  with  other  emplojes  of  the  comptoTti 
enforce  an  increase  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

We  also  endorse  the  resolution  passed  at  the  miners*  meeting  held  in  Ghct 
Bay,  October  30th: 

Be  It  Further  Besched,  That  copies*  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  thi  Do^ 
minion  Coal  Company,  the  Minister  of  Labor  and  the  press. 

Dominion  Xo.  6.  C.  B..  November  3,  1911. 


Whereas.  The  abounding  prosperity  of  the  coal  market,  both  in  respect  t^ 
the  volume  of  trade  done  and  price  obtained,  warrants  the  mine  worker  of 
Nova  Scotia  uniting  their  forces  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  share  of  thit 
prosperity,  and 

Whereas,  The  Dominion  Coal  Company  and  its  paid  henchmen,  msaquend- 
ing  as  trade  unionists,  are  reported  through  the  press  to  have  signed  an  am]lg^ 
ment,  binding  the  employes  of  that  company  for  two  years  to  a  rate  of  wiges 
greatly  lower  than  that  paid  other  mine  workers  of  the  country; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolve^I.  That  this  meeting  of  the  miners  of  Sydn^ 
Mines  recognize  such  an  arrangement  as  nothing  more  than  the  work  of  p*i^ 
betrayers  of  the  working  class,  and  endorse  the  resolution  passed  by  the  mioffi 
of  Glace  Bay,  October  30th,  and  pledge  them  our  active  co-operation  and  sop^ 
I'ort  in  enforcing  a  substantial  increase  to  all  mine  workers  of  Nova  Scotia  i^ 
the  earliest  convpnient  time. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
Labor,  the  press  and  Dominion  Coal  Company. 

Svdncv  Mines,  No\eml>er  9,  1911. 


Resolved,  That  this  meeting  of  employes  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Codiw^»- 
at  Reserve  Mines,  refuse  to  recognize  the  persons  said  to  have  signed  an  is,^ 
ment  with  the  company,  as  having  any  authority  whatever  to  act  in  our  betolf- 
the  workmen  having  ileeided  to  do  imsinesa  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  T.  ^ 
W.  of  A.,  and  whose  officers  are  now  onr  representatives. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  we  do  not  propose  to  be  bound  by  any  f<»B- 
tract  that  does  not  carry  with  it  a  substantial  increase  in  wages,  equivslest  to 
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that  paid  other  mine  workers  for  the  same  class  of  labor,  and  unquestionablj 
justified  by  the  great  prosperity  of  the  coal  market  and  the  higher  cost  of  living. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  believe  the  coal  company  Is 
responsible  for  depriving  the  mine  workers  the  use  of  the  League  of  the  Cross 
Hall,  on  November  13th,  and  its  officials  and  police  paraded  the  streets  to  in- 
cimidate  men  going  to  the  meeting,  and  certain  employes  were  deprived  of  their 
work  because  of  their  activity  in  union  matters.  Such  practices  being  low,  mesn 
and  conteihptible,  and  intolerable  in  a  presumably  free  coimtry. 

Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Dominion 
Coal  Company,  the  Minister  of  Labor  and  the  press. 

Reserve  Mines,  November  28,  1911. 

DISTRICT  18,  U.  M.  W.  OF  A. 

Whereas,  The  Mine  Workers  of  SpringhiU,  N.  S.,  have  been  on  strike  since 
August,  1909,  fighting  for  the  right  to  belong  to  the  organization  of  their 
choice  and  full  recognition  of  the  union,  which  is  granted  to  the  majority  of 
miners  of  Canada  and  United  States  of  America;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  miners  of  Springhill,  N.  S.,  awakened  to  realize  that  a 
Provincial  Union  was  unable  to  protect  their  interests  and  to  achieve  any  suc- 
cess to  ameliorate  their  condition  as  wage  workers  in  that  country,  so  as  to 
secure  to  themselves  a  full  and  complete  share  of  the  results  of  their  labor, 
which  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  of  Nova  Scotia,  deny  them;  and 

Whereas,  The  so-called  labor  leaders  of  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Asso- 
ciation are  assisting  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  to  try  and  defeat  the  Mine 
Workers  and  endeavor  to  prevent  them  from  securing  justice;  therefore 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  of  the  eighth  annual  convention 
of  District  18  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Western  Canada,  con- 
gratulate our  brothers  in  Springhill,  in  their  noble  fight  for  their  rights  and  the 
rights  of  all  wage  earners  throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  here  today  wc 
go  on  record  that  we  pledge  our  moral  and  financial  support,  if  necessary,  to 
our  brothers  until  they  secure  honorable  and  advantageous  adjustment  of  their 
grievances;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  we  most  bitterly  condemn  the  action  of  the 
so-called  labor  leaders  of  the  P.  W.  A.,  in  their  action,  by  continuing  to  wprk 
and  trying  to  discourage  our  brotliers  that  are  taking  part  in  the  modem  labor 
nlovement,  which  is  rapidly  uplifting  the  wage-working  masses  throughout  th? 
cirilized  world,  by  assisting  the  coal  company  in  their  efforts  to  lead  the  Mine 
Workers  to  defeat;  and 
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H«  It  l?^lrthe^  KoM^UtHi,  Thsit  we  send  a  copjr  of  this  resolution  to  tlw  oft- 
^«r9  of  District  No.  26,  Knd  lo  John  Moffatt  of  the  P.  W.  A.,  immediatdy  tftir 
this  convention. 

Fernie,  B.  C\,  Fehniary  16,  1910. 


KKSOLITIOX  N\).  173.  TUKSENTED  BY  DELEGATES  DUNCAN  McDON 
ALD,  JOHN  MITCHELL  AND  FRANK  J.  HATES,  TO  CON- 
VENTION  AMKRU  AN   FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

Whereas  Ther«  is  an  organization  known  as  the  ProTincial  Workmen *8  As- 
swiation  in  exist eiuv  iii  certain  (K>rtions  of  Canada,  and  said  organisatioB 
claiming  jurisdiction  o\er  the  c\\nl  niinen«c  eniploved  in  the  coal  mines  of  Non 
Sc\>tia.  and  pur(vrting  to  reprv^ent  them  in  negotiating  wage  eontraets  for 
them  in  that  territorv:  and 

Whereas^  The  men  em(UoTed  in  and  around  the  mines  ia  Norm  Seotia  hj 
A  lar^  majoritv  :<k^me  ye^rs  a^^  decided  to  become  a  part  of  the  United  Mine 
W'orkenit  of  America  and  i^pudLated  the  organisation  known  as  Hie  PrjTiBci:ii 
Workmen  *»  A«9^>ciatiou.  its  oflker?  and  agents ;  and 

\Vhei>!^fcs«  This  s\^c;il)ed  organiiation  thn>ugh  its  officers  have  since  joisci 
hands  ^nith  the  employ ei^  in  Their  efforts  to  destroy  and  disropt  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  Acuertvi  in  that  sev^cioe.  and  hare  Itssisted  in  fmnkiBg 
seal"*  and  s:rik<^ breaker?  working  under  tee  pn>teetioa  of  tke  deteetiiw  ««'• 
:*^itir>  empio^ed  by  the  cvvil  oompanie*.  thereby  proxing  thfiiwtifs  tnutor?  :.' 
:be  be*t  iRterv**:?  ,*f  ;w^  vorker?:  aad 

WSeriMks.  This  ^«<calk>i  or^3i£a:ioa  tir;>u^  it  officers  is  again  atfevp* 
irg  to  reprwse=:  the  Mice  Workerj  ia  for«::Iarin|:  a  »nie  of  aigee  oa  a  ba« 
s.iti*^factv»ry  tv>  tb*  vval  compa-i-f-^  aad  upon  vkiA  no  worker  can  k»pe  to  eadst 
Ar.%1  liv*  as  A  worker  *ho^u*vI  Hi*:  therefor*,  he  it 

Kct^^I'v^t  T>at  tiis  >.c:tvecti."3  cva^aea  tke  acciea  of  the  mca  in  .•h.krj^ 
.'f  T>**  .*;jti*w  o^>3triia::  a  ts  a  rj«jL'.>f  fc?  a  ciruiaed  cosamvutr  aad  a  bai' 
:i  tr:i;t,*r*  *ho  ary  S»:?i:  va:d  f.r  tieir  *ir:y  sefart'^ts  week,  aai  wkx  by  :a»:  r 
A,-t:.^a.  are  V^^ia;#  tc  rvtjiri  ti*  w:ri  .-f  tie  tcaa  &ie  tra^  xxKaists.  s>'. 
»K\  by  ^.^-c-jtrratia^  ^i:'i  :i»?  tiqp  xii  ifwvu^e*  ?f  tt*  CBTu^^yecih.  are  SbcJ£ 
:V»er4>e>w  .*a  i  riiae  v^-r  tJaa  tiit  .-f  tie  awaaesc  seaib  i?r  scnka^brakar. 

7!fc*  rw^.'^jLtwo  »*s  jLii:^ce*.'. 

VrojiaTa.  <»a^  N.^ifeaiSfr  1?.  '.J?  1 1. 

Thr  T^rfaie*  Ai-i  L^Vr    Vo;4:^^?w    *f    "aja^ix  at  ujubC  cua«CBSMk  1W>. 
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adopted  a  strong  resolution  endorsing  the  strikes  in  Nova  Scotia  and  e  il*- 
demning  the  action  of  the  so-called  P.  W.  A.  men  for  joining  hands  with  the 
companies  to  oppose  progressive  labor  organizations. 


8PRINGHILL    MINERS    PROTEST    AGAINST    WAGES    AGREEMENTS 

BY  P.  W.  A. 

To  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  Ltd.,  at  Springhill: 

*  *  Whereas,  We,  the  employes  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  at  Springhill, 
and  being  formerly  employes  of  the  Cumberland  Railway  and  Coal  Company, 
and  members  of  the  Provincial  Workmen 's  Association  up  to  December,  1908 ; 

"Whereas,  By  unanimous  vote  of  97  per  cent.,  we,  the  employes  in  and 
around  the  mines,  turned  over  to  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  which  was  organized  on 
December  17,  1908;  and 

*  *  Whereas,  The  members  of  Local  Union  No.  469,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  having 
been  on  strike  from  August  10,  1909,  to  May  27,  1911,  owing  to  many  differ- 
ences existing  in  and  around  the  mine  regarding  the  condition  and  wages  paid 
prior  to  August,  1909; 

'*  Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  469,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
decided  to  return  to  work  on  May  27,  1911,  owing  to  an  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  at  Springhill,  through  the  Hon.  George 
H.  Murray,  premier  of  Nova  Scotia;  and 

"Whereas,  We  represent  90  per  cent,  of  the  employes  in  and  around  the 
mines  at  Springhill,  we  recognize  only  one  organization  and  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. ; 

"Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  Local  Union  No.  469,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
protests  against  being  bound  by  any  agreement  entered  into  by  any  members 
of  the  defunct  P.  W.  A.  and  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  at  Springhill.*' 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Local  Union  No.  469,  ITnited  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica. 

C.  A.   BONNYMAN,  President. 
J.  B.  TAYLOR,  Secretary. 

Springhill,  November,  1911. 

The  aggregate  membership  represented  by  the  bodies  which  adopted  the 
foregoing  resolutions  is  more  than  1,900,000. 


The  following  frame-up  between  the  parties  speaks  for  itself  as  also  do  the 
P.  W.  A.  resolutions: 
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BE80LUTION  NO.  8. 

Whereas,  By  sad  experience  of  the  last  two  years  we  have  found  to  ov 
sorrow  that  the  extra  cost  of  living  has  become  so  great  that  it  has  become 
a  national  burden  to  the  working  classes  of  the  people;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  an  increase  of  five  (5)  cents  per  ton  on  aill 
coal  pick  mined  and  all  other  labor  accordingly. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  25. 

Mystic,  Iowa,  NoTember  23,  1911. 
To  the  Officers  and   Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  National  Conventioi, 

U.  M.  W.  of  A.— Greeting: 

Whereas,  It  has  been  the  practice  of  some  operators  to  work  their  wSa» 
on  the  day  of  election  for  national  officers,  thereby  working  an  injury  ob 
our  membeship  by  not  giving  them  sufficient  time  in  which  to  cast  tlieir 
ballot;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved.  That  we  insert  in  the  national  constitution,  that  it  be  a  geneni 
holiday  for  all  mine  workers  on  the  day  of  election  of  national  officers. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  26. 

Whereas,  In  the  past  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  have  signed  their  agreementf 
by  districts;  and, 

Whereas,  This  system  has  pro\'ed  detrimental  to  the  miners  as  a  whole^ 
as  it  has  a  tendency  of  making  one  district  scab  on  another;  and, 

Whereas,  The  operators  of  the  entire  country  are  organized  on  class 
lines  with  the  object  in  view  to  keep  the  workers  down  to  the  lowest  possible 
level;  and, 

Whereas,  The  action  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  signing  up  such  agreements 
is  only  working  in  the  interest  of  the  operators  by  using  one  district  against 
!i nether,  thereby  fighting  the  operators  battle,  which  in  our  opinion  is  not  a 
union  principle;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  convention  assembled,  endorse 
this  resolution,  that  all  districts  si^n  their  contracts  together  and  no  district 
sign  any  contracts  alone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  U.  No.  634  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  31. 
THE  STRHGOLE   IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

To  the  Delegates   of   the   Twenty-third   Annual   Convention,  United   Mine 

Workers  of  America,  and  Organized  Labor  Generally — Greeting: 

This  statement  in  prepared  that  you  may  study  its  contents  and  carry 
same  t<o  your  respective  Local  Unions,  thus  giving  the  entire  membership 
an  opportunity  to  understand  existing  conditions  in  this  district. 

We  are  mindful  of  the  magnificent  support  givon  to  the  Mine  Workers  in 
this  country  by  the  International  Organization. 

We  know  the  money  was  provided  by  thousands  of  our  fellow  Mine  Work- 
ers, in  the  form  of  dues  and  assessments,  very  often  when  their  own  meager- 
earnings  could  ill  afford  the  sacrifice,  yet  it  was  given  freely,  because  they  real- 
ized from  experience  the  condition  of  the  No\a  Scotia  Mine  Workers,  and  as 
true  union  men,  stood  by  tlieiii  in  their  fight  for  improved  conditions. 

We  offer  no  apology  for  tlie  Nova  Scotia  Mine  Workers  as  a  whole  in  their 
failure  to  make  good  the  great  opportunity  open  to  them  in  1909,  1910  and 
1911.  There  is  no  question  that  if  the  16,000  to  17,000  mine  workers  in  this 
country  could  vote  on  the  proposition  today,  it  would  show  an  almost  com- 
plete choice  for  the  United  Mine  Workers'  organization.  Its  strength  and 
policy  is  understood  by  thousands  of  intelligent  workmen. 

It  commands  the  respect  of  all  fair-minded  citizens,  and  is  equally  feared 
by  the  corporations,  whose  allios  and  hirelings  continually  seek  to  check  its 
progress  by  the  employment  of  every  conceivable  triqk,  subterfuge  and  practice 
calculated  to  keep  the  workmen  divided. 

Those  who  know  the  fights  in  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  in  West  Virginia, 
Alabama,  the  Irwin  Field  and  Colorado,  can  understand  what  has  to  be  corn- 
batted  in  this  district;  and  apart  from  that,  the  Dominion  Iron,  Steel  and  Coal 
Corporation,  a  concern  which  dictates  the  conditions  of  the  entire  coal  mining 
industry  in  Nova  Scotia,  have  the  unqualified  services  of  a  combination  of 
individuals  who  pretend  to  be  labor  union  men,  but  are,  in  fact,  nothing  more 
than  tools  for  the  coal  corporation,  which  has  conceived  the  notion  of  crush- 
ing all  the  organized  labor  within  the  sphere  of  its  operations. 

Thirty  years  ago  several  small  coal  mines  were  in  operation,  and  the 
workmen  organized  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Association.  Through  its  agency 
several  improvements  were  made,  but  the  mining  industry  grew,  and  small 
coal  companies  became  big  corporations. 

In  1904  the  steel  workers  at  Sydney,  N.  S.,  who  were  then  members  of  the 
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P.  W.  A.,  came  out  ou  strike  tor  better  wages.  The  strike  collapsed  in  four 
weeks  for  waut  of  support,  and  liecause  the  P.  W.  A.  was  powerless  finaodflUy 
and  numerically. 

Dissatisfaction  grew  amongst  the  men;  they  saw  that  their  forces  must  be 
strengthened,  for  the  operators  had  rapidly  become  strong  and  powerfoL  It 
also  became  plain  to  the  men  that  tliere  was  something  wrong  with  their  offi- 
oeis.  Common  report  >Yas  that  thesp  men  were  all  the  time  hob-nobbing  with 
the  operators  and  their  agents,  and  with  state  servants  who  also  played  the 
game  for  the  corporations.  Things  were  not  attended  to.  Decisions  and  policies 
laid  down  by  the  annual  conventions  were  ignored  by  the  ofScers. 

nally  the  question  of  amalgamating  with  a  progressive  miners'  union 
was  discussed  largely.  The  one-man  administration  called  a  special  conven 
tion  of  selected  delegates  to  smother  the  agitation.  An  injunction  was  issued 
preventing  him  from  proceeding  till  all  the  locals  had  sent  delegates.  This 
convention  ordered  a  vote  of  the  membership  on  the  question  of  amalgamating 
with  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  or  remodel  the  local  organization.  The  vote  gave  » 
substantial  majority  in  favor  of  amalgamation,  and  undoubtedly,  the  men 
looked  for  this  to  be  put  into  effect  by  their  officers.  Not  a  single  objection  to 
the  vote  was  made  in  the  two  weeks  allowed.  It  was  here  the  cloven-hoofed  one 
appeared  in  true  colors.  The  officers  refused  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
membership. 

A  conference  took  place  between  a  union  officer  and  a  notorious  factotum 
of  the  corporations  and  Provincial  Government.  This  go-between  advised  the 
so-called  union  leaders  to  ** stand  pat*^  and  ignore  the  men's  vote.  In  order 
to  fully  understand,  let  it  be  explained  that  this  aforementioned  factotum  was 
formerly  secretary  of  the  P.  \v'.  A.,  and  to  this  day  is  its  real  governor.  Many 
years  ago  he  did  a  little  common  labor  about  one  of  the  coal  mines,  was  gi^w 
a  boss  job.  A  strike  came  on,  and  some  anonymous  writer  was  championing  the 
strikers'  cause  in  the  Halifax  Herald,  criticizing  the  company  very  bitterly. 
The  company  put  detectives  to  work  and  discovered  the  writer  to  be  none  other 
than  this  factotum,  who  was  holding  an  official  position  with  the  company.  He 
was  sacked  on  the  minute  and  ordered  to  walk  off  the  premises.  Then  he  went  to 
the  strikers,  told  his  story,  was  received  with  open  arms  and  set  up  as  their 
leader.  " 

For  a  few  years  the  union  grew  and  flourished,  then  declined  for  some  ^ 
ciilinr  reasons,  apart  from  the  conduct  of  any  particular  individual  or  number 
of  individuals.  The  time  had  arrived  when  provincial  labor  unionism  had  out- 
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its  usefulneas,  and  the  realization  of  this  fact  began  to  dawn  on  the 
irs,  and  the  erstwhile  traitor  to  the  company  gave  up  the  leadership, 
^or  a  number  of  years*  he  has  run  a  paper  ezdusiTely  in  the  interests  of 
who  exploit. the  toilers,  seasoning  it  with  cunningly-devised  paragraphs 
lude  whom  he  can  into  a  belief  that  he  is  fair  minded.  He  was  given  a 
n  the  Provincial  Assembly  of  watchdogs,  whose  duty  it  is  to  censor  legis* 
passed  by  the  people's  representatives,  that  position  gives  to  him  the 
a  sesame '  *  to  more  eif ectually  carry  out  the  duties  required  by  those  whose 
nee  placed  him  there.  He  is  the  greatest  adept  at  twisting  everything 
ay  into  meanings  you  never  intended.  Unscrupulous  is  as  honey  to  gall 
you  seek  words  to  describe  the  man's  habits.  The  controlling  forces  in 
country  cast  about  for  a  dirty  joint  to  complete  the  machinery  used  to 
pulate  the  toilers  as  they  desire,  and  they  found  it,  ''for,"  said  they,  ''a 
??ho  was  traitor  to  us  before  is  capable  of  serving  us  in  a  similar  capacity 
f 

n  December,  1908,  and  January,  1909,  after  finding  that  their  officers  had 
le  renegades,  the  men  organized  local  unions  under  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
lext  morning  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  discharged  over  990  men. 
n  July,  1909,  three-fourths  the  employes  of  the  D.  C.  Co.  came  out  on 
!,  most  of  them  remaining  out  ten  months.  The  company  used  its  millions 
port  scab  labor  from  many  countries.  P.  W.  A.  Moffatt  wrote  to  the  British 
advising  miners  to  come  to  Nova  Scotia  and  take  thd  places  of  men  on 
I.  He  visited  Pennsylvania  and  wrote  letters  endeavoring  to  poison  the 
I  of  the  workmen.  He  sent  a  petition  to  the  Canadian  Grovemment  urging 
the  soldiers  be  kept  in  the  ptrike  district.  Six  hundred  so-called  P.  W.  A. 
were  sworn  in  special  policemen  for  the  coal  company,  and  Bobbie  Drum- 
was  jumping  around  as  busy  as  a  scorpion  in  a  nest  of  hornets,  directing 
ttack.  The  men  who  were  honestly  seeking  to  secure  their  rights  and  de- 
treatment  were  Drum-Moffntted  in  great  style.  Board  fences  were  put 
id  the  mines  with  Jive  wires  on  top.  Two  innocent  boys  were  kUled  by  these 
.  Hundreds  of  families  were  turned  out  of  company  houses  in  the  depth 
inter  and  the  windows  boarded  up.  Everything  that  could  be  done  in  the 
of  the  law  was  done  by  the  people  who  make  that  their  business,  to  drive 
len  to  work.  Did  tb.at  pseudo-labor  unionist  raise  his  voice  on  behalf  of 
men,  their  wives  and  families?  Oh,  no!  He  was  right  with  the  coal  com- 

n  April,  1911,  he  went  to  Springhill,  where  a  strike  existed  twenty-two 
4.  Pro.-27. 
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months,  i»as  e»toTted  to  and  from  the  tnin  hr  eoal  eompAnj  polieo^  giAtfed  «p 
f  few  scab  laborers  from  the  bull  pen.  nnd  "organised*'  a  lodge.  Peiaoif  look- 
ing on  saj  th«rc  were  thiitr  companj  [itkLkemen  aroiind  the  hall  thit  Bg^ 
There's  a  picture  for  too.  Soch  is  the  eonnecdoa  between  thia  eomfaiaatiflB aad 
the  operators  that  no  distinction  can  be  <«en.  It  is  one  united  force,  aO  ate 
the  direction  of  the  corporation 

The  com|ianT  has  caref  nllj  * '  planted  *  *  the  prineipaLl  acton  in  this  iibMj 
drama  at  the  various  ntinos,  oetennblv  to  earn  their  liTing  bice  other  men,  but 
in  rcalitT  to  delude  and  cajole  whom  ther  can  into  conaenting  to  the  cheek-of 
for  the  corporation  aujuliarj.  The  thing  has  no  inHoenee  of  itaelf,  aad  is  birta 
cau»e  of  disgust  to  fairvinded  Nora  Seotians.  and  to  scores  of  nune  wvikfis 
who  pav  to  it  under  peLaltr  '^f  one  '^f  the  manj  forms  of  diserinunatioa  vkkk 
mine  officials  have  tc  employ. 

It  is  quietlr  intimated  to  strangers  that  if  thej  will  join  the  P.  W.  i.  thef 
will  get  a  good  job.  Active  I'nited  Mine  Workers  are  told  that  if  th^  wiD  k«P 
their  mouths  cloeed  they  can  obtain  a  good  place.  U.  M-  W.  men  who  itt^ 
nceeticgs  are  laid  off  work  f«>r  gi-  other  reason.  When  meetings  aie  adiWf^ 
s^^ores  of  company  police,  detectives,  spies  and  officiala  are  on  haad  U  ttf 
iKiioes  down  and  «trike  ti.e  fear  of  the  c«>al  company  in  the  hearts  of  nes  ^ 
dare  to  attend  a  meeticg.  Thousands  of  men  put  up  a  good  fi^  for  the  eai>- 
'-ipation  of  the  mire  workers,  and  are  just  as  ready  to  do  tlxir  part  ^BM^  ^ 
TTAj  he  aske*i  why  do  =->t  the  masses  rise  up  against  tke  scheming  few*  W 
often  (^uzzles  the  writer.  We  can  f:ee.  bowe^er.  that  on  aceout  of  theeoapiV^ 
judicious  distribctioTi  of  poison  r->:s  amongs:t  the  men,  tbere  has  defdoprf* 
lack  of  confidervc  in  ea^ch  o:be^  One  man  knows  not  whether  hb  ua^ 
can  be  tnisted  because  <^-  rcany  >^ve  been  victimixed  thiongh  tale-bfirA. 
there  is  a  geseral  t:ri*  :hi:  :be  day  -^'I  cv*me  when  united  action  mar  betifc* 
ncd  deliveran^^e  iron:  con •r^ rati-,  i:  tyrarry  a^s^red. 

0=t  wori  of  wamir.f.  do  not  rft  ary  man  he  deceived  by  the  upi^ 
that  the  'r.":V!'?  in  X:t?.  S*>^::a  i*  ^^twtNtLc  two  labor  unions.  We  ^tak^ 
foregoing  fact*  wii;  pr.  ve  c«^^^•^..*:v-"'>  xta:  soch  is  not  the  ease.  If  «i  •* 
'ealing  «iii:  nen  wK"  '^er*  s  tire  .- -r-S'ieEtiooSiy  in  their  position,  it  wflsU^ 
■»  diffeT>?nt  n--stter.  Pr.r^.ry  Tr.TTr  xrv  sni-e  who  have  acted  IwMSt^.  aai** 
entity '.  xc  that  KVE<:dt»rs:.  n  -v^  tc  rvn  wfA-»  have  beea  deluded  by  iwh  K 
^:^r?.  but  to  t^e  lx;t«r  t-^^r?    •:sr    .-r^y  bi?  extended  the  respect  voiced  ii  * 
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HOURS  OF  LABOR  AND  RATES  OF  WAGES  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

Hours  af  labor,  tea,  in  many  instances  twelve,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
are  the  custom  of  eight  to  nine  hours  is  tolerated. 

Adult  day  labor  is  paid  from  $1.45  to  $1.65.  A  few,  known  as  leading  shift- 
Q,  get  $1.75,  and  a  few  specials  at  $2.00. 

Engineers,  $2.25  for  twelve  hours.  Other  mechanics  in  proportion. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  according  to  press  reports,  but  not  yet  officially  stated,  an  al- 
ed  wage  agreement  covering  two  years  is  said  to  be  entered  into  by  John 
Ifatt,  Stephen  B.  McNeil  and  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  and 

Whereas,  The  great  body  of  workmen  have  had  no  proposition  made  to 
kh  by  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  looking  to  any  agreement  on  wages  and 
xiitions.  They  have  not,  nor  will  they  authorize  any  one  to  make  any  wage 
'eement  on  their  behalf  for  any  period  of  time  that  does  not  carry  with  it  a 
letantial  increase  in  present  rates,  and  submitted  to  all  the  employes  for 
>Toval;  and 

Whereas,  the  association  whose  name  they  use  was  voted  out  of  existence 
«Iane  24,  1908,  by  its  members;  and 

.Whereas,  Certain  individuals  failed  to  stand  honorably  by  the  decision 
the  majority  and  have  since  co-operated  with  the  company  in  efforts  to  de- 
^e  the  workmen  of  their  rights,  and  have  violated  every  principle  of  labor 
onism,  which  have  caused  progressive  organized  labor  in  Canada  to  go  on 
>Td,  condemning  those  men  and  repudiating  them  as  labor  unionists  in  any 
a«  of  the  term,  sentiments  which  tliis  meeting  heartily  endorse;  and 

Wliereas,  This  meeting  of  the  employes  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  be- 
^  that  the  company  and  John  Moffatt  and  Stephen  B.  McNeil  have  mutual 
^Tests  to  serve  and  pecuniary  advantages  to  gain  by  binding  the  men  over  to 
^€8  which  are  greatly  less  than  those  paid  to  other  mine  workers  in  Canada, 
i  altogether  inadequate  to  meet  the  increasingly  high  cost  of  living. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  of  the  employes  of  the  Do- 
Ition  Coal  Company  place  ourselves  on  record  as  absolutely  refusing  to  be 
and  by  any  such  proposed  j^greement,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  co-operate 
th  each  other  at  the  earliest  convenient  time  to  secure  an  increase  in  wages 
th  better  conditions  of  employment. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Min- 
er of  Labor,  to  the  press,  and  the  Dominion  Coal  Company. 

Glace  Bay,  October  30,  1911. 
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Be§olredf  That  we,  the  employes  working  in  tke  Doniniam  Coal  CamfUj^ 
No.  6  inioe,  refme  to  be  bound  by  any  wage  agreement  for  mnj  period  of  tin 
which  does  not  carry  with  it  a  subetantial  inereaae  on  the  pieami  latei  pni 
and  we  pledge  oursehes  to  co-operate  with  other  employes  of  the  eoaqaij  t? 
enforce  an  increase  at  the  earliest  possible  opportnnitj. 

We  also  endorse  the  resolution  passed  at  the  miners'  meeting  held  in  Glkf 
Bay,  October  30th: 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  Ak  Do- 
minion Coal  Company,  the  Minister  of  Labor  snd  the  p] 

Dominion  No.  6,  C.  B.,  November  3,  1911. 


Whereas,  The  abounding  prosperity  of  the  coal  market,  both  in  respeet  t) 
the  volume  of  trade  done  and  price  obtained,  warrants  the  mine  worker  of 
Nova  Scotia  uniting  their  forces  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  share  of  tlot 
prosperity,  and 

Whereas,  The  Dominion  Coal  Company  and  its  paid  henchmen,  masqoert^ 
ing  as  trade  unionists,  are  reported  through  the  press  to  have  signed  an  amng^ 
ment,  binding  the  employes  of  that  company  for  two  years  to  a  rate  of  wages 
greatly  lower  than  that  paid  other  mine  workers  of  the  country; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  of  the  miners  of  Sydi»«y 
Mines  recognize  such  an  arrangement  as  nothing  more  than  the  work  of  pii^ 
betrayers  of  the  working  class,  and  endorse  the  resolution  passed  by  the  msas 
of  QIace  Bay,  October  30th,  and  pledge  them  our  active  co-operation  and  sop- 
port  in  enforcing  a  substantial  increase  to  all  mine  workers  of  Nova  Scotia  &t 
the  earliest  convenient  time. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
Labor,  the  press  and  Dominion  Coal  Company. 

Sydney  Mines,  Novenibor  9,  1911. 


Resolved,  That  this  meeting  of  employes  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Cowiwr:- 
at  Reserve  Mines,  refuse  to  recognize  the  persons  said  to  have  signed  an  ^^ 
ment  with  the  company,  as  having  any  authority  whatever  to  act  in  our  behalf, 
the  workmen  having  decided  to  do  business  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  V.  M- 
W.  of  A.,  and  whose  oflfioers  are  now  our  representatives. 

Bo  It  Further  Resolved,  That  we  do  not  propose  to  be  bound  by  any  roo- 
tract  that  does  not  carry  with  it  a  substantial  increase  in  wages,  equivalent  t« 
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that  paid  other  mine  workers  for  the  same  class  of  labor,  and  unquestionabij 
justified  by  the  great  prosperity  of  the  coal  market  and  the  higher  cost  of  living. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  believe  the  coal  company  Is 
responsible  for  depriving  the  mine  workers  the  use  of  the  League  of  the  Cross 
Hall,  on  November  13th,  and  its  officials  and  police  paraded  the  streets  to  in- 
timidate men  going  to  the  meeting,  and  certain  employes  were  deprived  of  their 
work  because  of  their  activity  in  union  matters.  Such  practices  being  low,  mean 
and  conteriiptible,  and  intolerable  in  a  presumably  free  country. 

Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Dominion 
(*oal  Company,  the  Minister  of  Labor  and  the  press. 

Reserve  Mines,  November  28,  1911. 

DISTRICT  18,  U.  M.  W.  OF  A. 

Whereas,  The  Mine  Workers  of  Springhill,  N.  S.,  have  been  on  strike  since 
August,  1909,  fighting  for  the  right  to  belong  to  the  organization  of  their 
choiee  and  full  recognition  of  the  union,  which  is  granted  to  the  majority  of 
miners  of  Canada  and  United  States  of  America;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  miners  of  Springhill,  N.  S.,  awakened  to  realize  that  a 
Provincial  Union  was  unable  to  protect  their  interests  and  to  achieve  any  suc- 
cess to  ameliorate  their  condition  as  wage  workers  in  that  country,  so  as  to 
secure  to  themselves  a  full  and  complete  share  of  the  results  of  their  labor, 
which  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  of  Nova  Scotia,  deny  them;  and 

Whereas,  The  so-called  labor  leaders  of  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Asso- 
ciation are  assisting  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  to  try  and  defeat  the  lifine 
Workers  and  endeavor  to  prevent  them  from  securing  justice;  therefore 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  of  the  eighth  annual  convention 
of  District  18  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Western  Canada,  con- 
gratulate our  brothers  in  Springhill,  in  their  noble  fight  for  their  rights  and  the 
rights  of  all  wage  earners  throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  here  today  we 
go  on  record  that  we  pledge  our  moral  and  financial  support,  if  necessary,  to 
our  brothers  until  they  secure  honorable  and  advantageous  adjustment  of  their 
grievances;   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  we  most  bitterly  condemn  the  action  of  the 
so-called  labor  leaders  of  the  P.  W.  A.,  in  their  action,  by  continuing  to  wprk 
and  trying  to  discourage  our  brothers  that  are  taking  part  in  the  modern  labor 
ntovement,  which  is  rapidly  uplifting  the  wage-working  masses  throughout  tb» 
eiyilized  world,  by  assisting  the  coal  company  in  their  efforts  to  lead  the  Mine 
Workers  to  defeat;  and 
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Be  It  Further  Kcsolved,  That  we  send  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  offi- 
cers of  District  No.  26,  and  to  John  Moflfatt  of  the  P.  W.  A.,  immediately  after 
this  convention. 

Femie,  B.  C,  February  16,  1910. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  173,  PRESENTED  BY  DELEGATES  DUNCAN  McDON- 
ALD,  JOHN  MITCHELL  AND  FRANK  J.  HAYES,  TO  CON- 
VENTION  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

Whereas,  There  is  an  organization  known  as  the  Provincial  Workmen's  As- 
sociation in  existence  iu  certain  portions  of  Canada,  and  said  organizatioii 
claiming  jurisdiction  over  the  coal  miners  employed  in  the  coal  mines  of  Novt 
Scotia,  and  purporting  to  represent  them  in  negotiating  wage  contracts  for 
them  in  that  territory ;  and 

Whereas,  The  men  employed  in  and  around  the  mines  in  Nova  Scotia  hr 
a  large  majority  some  years  ago  decided  to  become  a  part  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  and  repudiated  the  organization  known  as  the  Provinciai 
Workmen's  Association,  its  officers  and  agents;  and 

Whereas,  This  so-called  organization  through  its  officers  have  since  joined 
hands  with  the  employers  in  their  efforts  to  destroy  and  diampt  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  iu  that  section,  and  have  lisaisted  in  famishing 
scabs  and  strike-breakers  working  under  the  protection  of  the  detectives  anu 
thug^  employed  by  the  coal  companies,  thereby  proving  themselves  traitors  tu 
the  best  interests  of  the  workers;  and 

Whereas,  This  so-called  organization  through  it  officers  is  again  attempt 
ing  to  represent  the  Mine  Workers  in  formulating  a  scale  of  wages  on  a  basis 
satisfactory  to  the  coal  companies,  and  upon  wliich  no  worker  can  hope  to  exist 
and  live  as  a  worker  should  live;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  condemn  the  action  of  the  men  in  v'birjfc 
of  this  outlaw  organization  as  a  menace  to  a  civilized  community  and  a  boji'i 
of  traitors  who  are  being  paid  for  their  dirty  nefarious  work,  and  who,  by  their 
action,  are  helping  to  retard  the  work  of  the  bona  flde  trade  unionists,  and 
who,  by  co-operating  with  the  thugs  and  detectives  of  the  employers,  are  placing 
themselves  on  a  plane  lower  than  that  of  the  meanest  scab  or  strike-breaker. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  25,  1911. 

The  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada,  in  annual  convention,  1909, 
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adopted  a  strotig  resolution  endorsing  the  strikes  in  Nova  Scotia  and  c  »l«- 
demning  the  action  of  the  so-called  P.  W.  A.  men  for  joining  hands  with  the 
companies  to  oppose  progressive  labor  organizations. 


SPRINGHILL    MINERS    PROTEST    AGAINST    WAGES    AGREEMENTS 

BY  P.  W.  A. 

To  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  Ltd.,  at  Springhill: 

' '  Whereas,  We,  the  employes  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  at  Springhill, 
and  being  formerly  employes  of  the  Cumberland  Railway  and  Coal  Company, 
and  members  of  the  Provincial  Workmen 's  Association  up  to  December,  1908 ; 

**  Whereas,  By  unanimous  vote  of  97  per  cent.,  we,  the  employes  in  and 
around  the  mines,  turned  over  to  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  which  was  organized  on 
December  17,  1908;  and 

**  Whereas,  The  members  of  Local  Union  No.  469,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  having 
been  on  strike  from  August  10,  1909,  to  May  27,  1911,  owing  to  many  differ- 
ences existing  in  and  around  the  mine  regarding  the  condition  and  wages  paid 
prior  to  August,  1909; 

'*  Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  469,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
decided  to  return  to  work  on  May  27,  1911,  owing  to  an  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  at  Springhill,  through  the  Hon.  George 
H.  Murray,  premier  of  Nova  Scotia;  and 

''Whereas,  We  represent  90  per  cent,  of  the  employes  in  and  around  the 
mines  at  Springhill,  we  recognize  only  one  organization  and  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. ; 

' '  Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  Local  Union  No.  469,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
protests  against  being  bonud  by  any  agreement  entered  into  by  any  members 
of  the  defunct  P.  W.  A,  and  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  at  Springhill." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Local  Union  No.  469,  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica. 

C.  A.   BONNYMAN,  President. 
J.  B.  TAYLOR,  Secretary. 

Springhill,  November,  1911. 

The  aggregate  membership  represented  by  the  bodies  which  adopted  the 
foregoing  resolutions  is  more  than  1,900,000. 


The  following  frame-up  between  the  parties  speaks  for  itself  as  also  do  the 
P.  W.  A.  resolutions: 
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DEPABTMENT  OF  LABOR.     RECENT  INDUSTRIAL  AOBEEliENT. 

The  following  mgreemeiit  was  mmde  and  signed  on  Oelober  S4tk,  beipean 
the  members  of  the  Prorinfial  Workmen's  ABSoeisHon  and  the  Dominion  Goal 
Company : 

It  is  matoallr  agreed  between  the  parties  who  aeeepled  the  within  award 
of  the  board  of  CMwilinftion  that  the  same  agreement  be  eontinned  in  force  for 
a  furtiier  period  of  two  (2)  rears,  from  December  31,  1911,  to  December  31. 
1913. 

It  is  farther  BuitnaUT  agreed  that  the  ^ppJemeBtaiy  agreements  arriTfd 
at  betwten  the  said  parties  to  the  within  sward  of  the  board  of  eoTiKatioa  n- 
5{;«eting  the  getting  rates  for  the  Emery  Seam  at  Beseiie,  the  rate  of  wages 
for  daj  labor,  the  wages  of  the  shippers  and  trimmers  at  Intematioaal  ssd 
Louisbarg  Piers,  and  the  rates  for  hand-pick  machine-mined  eoal  at  No.  IS  and 
No.  14  ColKeries  are  berebr  confirmed  and  continued  in  foree  nntil  Deeenber 
31.  1913. 

The  said  supplementsrr  agreements  an?  contained  in  letters  written  bj  the 
tiencral  Manager  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Companr,  Limited,  addressed  to  tiie 
Grand  Secretarr  of  the  i*roTinoial  Workmen's  Assodationf  bearing  dates  of 
November  4  and  5,  1909,  and  letters  written  br  the  Asastant  General  Ifaniger 
vf  the  ]>>minion  Coal  Company.  Limited,  addressed  to  the  Grand  Seoetarr 
of  the  Provincial  Workmen's  Ass<viation  bearing  dates  of  Mardh  25,  Hsj  1*. 
and  June  i^.  1^10.  copies  of  which  said  letters  and  their  aeknoirledgmeats  bj 
the  Grand  Secretarr  of  the  Provincial  Workmen's  AasoeiatioB  are  hereto  at- 
tached. 

Signed  on  behalf  cf  the  Don-inion  Coal  Cos:|>anT.  Limited,  br  D.  H.  Ksc 
lV;:gaIi.  Assistant  •-leneral  Marsger. 

vSgd.^     D.  H.  MaeDOCGALL. 

Si§:ned  on  behalf  of  'ke  ProTincia!  Workmen's  Assviciation  by  Stephes  B. 
Nlv'Neil.  Grand  Master. 

^Sgd.)     a&HeXEIU 

John  Moffart.  Grand  Se^'-vrary. 

Sgd.      JOHN  MOFFATT. 

■  he  w;:»?  viuly  aathcriievi  ••'   :.  <:'  by  r-sa^lution  i?f  the  Grand  CoanciL  a  copy  of 
i  :.  l^  ^::a^bed. 
I^i'.^'rl  ;\t  Glsvie  P*iy,  vV:  t»  r  -4.  191 1. 
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P.  W.  A.  RESOLUTIONS. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  September  12,  1911. 

ENTERING   INTO   A  NEW  AGREEMENT  BY  THE   LODGES  AT  THE 
DOMINION  COLLIERIES. 

After  a  discussion  of  this  question  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the 
Council  to  draw  up  a  report  and  submit  it  later  on. 

REPORT — We,  the  committee  on  granting  of  permission  by  the  Council  to 
the  lodges  under  agreement  to  negotiate  a  new  agreement  along  the  lines  of 
1909,  beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 

That  seeing  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  different  delegates  favored  the 
signing  of  an  agreement,  as  said  agreements  havs  saved  thx  oboanization  in 
the  past,  and  will  continue  to  help  us  in  the  future,  hereby  recommend  that  the 
Council  grant  the  permission  asked  for,  and  the  different  lodges  be  empow- 
ered to  enter  into  a  new  agreement  along  the  lines  of  1909. 

COMMITTEE   ON   INCREASE  TO   THE   LABORING   CLASSES. 

The  committee  on  increase  to  the  laboring  classes  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

That  whereas,  we  believe  that  the  laboring  classes  employed  in  the  mines 
of  the  province  are  entitled  to  an  incirease  of  the  day  rate,  be  it  hereby  re- 
solved that  the  committees  of  the  different  collieries  be  instructed  to  approach 
their  company  and  ask  them  for  an  increase  of  at  least  ten  per  cent.  Bur  v 
after  fohciblt  urging  their  case  on  the  operators,  we  find  that  the  conditions 
of  the  coal  market  does  not  warrant  said  increase,  this  resolution  does  not  bind 
us  to  such  action  as  ceasing  inrork,  nor  deter  us  from  making  a  new  agreement, 
but  the  lodges  are  instructed  to  do  their  utmost  to  bring  about  said  increase  to 
this  class  of  labor. 

The  above  was  not  intended  for  the  public.  We,  however,  secured  and  pub- 
lished them. 

This  band  of  pretenders  never  take  the  mass  of  employes  into  their  confi- 
dence. Conventions,  committees  and  ' '  delegates  * '  come  into'  being  by  favor  and 
careful  selection,  all  brought  about  by  the  activities  of  the  inner  circle,  who, 
when  they  have  framed  up  some  nefarious  thing,  have  the  effrontery  to  publish 
themselves  representatives  of  the  workmen. 
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POSITION  OF  DISTRICT  EXECUTIVE, 

To  All  Mine  Workers  of  Nova  SeotU: 

Greeting— In  the  month  of  September  the  so-ealled  P.  W.  A.  met  in  Hili- 
fax  and  passed  the  attached  resolutions: 

We,  the  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  Mine  Workers  of  this  prorinee,  n- 
fuse  to  be  bound  by  anj  such  proposed  arrangement,  and  we  protesl  agtiail 
such  treatment  being  entered  into,  for  the  following  reasons: 

First— The  P.  W.  A.  was  voted  out  of  existence  br  its  members  Jane  24^ 
1908. 

Second — There  have  been  two  general  increases  made  an  the  wages  of  tlie 
lUganiied  mine  workers  of  North  America,  while  the  men  of  Nova  Scotia  hsTe 
receiTed  no  general  increase. 

Third — The  reason  the  £K>minion  Coal  Company  is  anxious  to  oiter  into 
this  new  agiwment  with  the  so-called  P.  W.  A.  is  becanse  of  the  faet  that  aH 
preisent  contracts  between  operators  and  mine  workers  in  North  Amenca  temiB- 
ate  on  March  ol.  19 1 1^.  and  at  which  time  all  the  nine  workers  of  the  eomtn 
will  pr«sent  demands  for  incma«d  wagee  snd  better  working  eonditiims. 

Foxirth — At  that  tin-ie  the  Dominion  Coa!  Company  wants  to  have  its  en- 
rloyes  in  such  a  posiuon  as  will  enable  it  to  take  any  udne  adraatage  of  the 
vs>al  market  which  may  occur  during  the  deliberatioas  for  new  wage  eoatxscts. 

The  foregvung  ryoj^  cs  are  scfliciect  to  jiustify  every  easpioye  in  repodiit- 
ing  aay  soch  arra^gemeat  as  suggested  in  these  reaolatiDBS*  and  to  these  res- 
j<>£S  might  be  addec  the  great  iacnease  in  the  coot  of  Kving  and  the  a^preee 
dected  pr\>$periiy  v>f  the  c«4d  vArkes,  Kti  in  regard  to  tke  valsme  of  trade 
icne  aad  tV  price  obtained. 

We  ane  not  to  be  u&derssvvd  as  Ntii^ig  orToaed  to«  bwt  are  always  open  sad 
villisg  to  se^<iate  a  wage  contract,  f cr  tbe  reaws  that  it  gives  acabifity  to  the 
c\>a:  iairstry,  ihcs  perminizg  the  operator  to  sake  kxs  aalas  with  a  fall 
kaowledlge  of  what  kis  wages  wiU  be. 

We  take  tls^  ccr^cnzity  of  bnef^y  xaoxg  ««r  pMf3k«  in  this  miner. 
Psb-^c  ssMCis^  win  be  he^d  at  all  t^«f  .'«:12:«;>es  wkere  ^e  mm  dirccdy  aCected 
wi::  be  aff.^^>2<>2  ax  crcvrrEziiy  .^f  exrreseizg  t^iecr  cpixKoa.  aad  alan  resola- 
;i>:?,5  wiH  ^  jcb«i;?e«2  bnrizg  ^x  ^iies&nB  as  araa. 

Fy  ,''ff>5er  .^f  ti*  Exemaire  Rjari  cf  ^Mcrw:  Xx  2C  U.  JL  W.  s£  A. 
WM.  WaTK:N<    Ptwfe^eai.  J.  B.  Ma^ACHLAX. 

J.  P.  M.-I-ENyAN.   IxteExasMML  BmtI 
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DISADVANTAGES  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

Climatic  conditions  are  very  severe  through  the  long  winters,  with  deep 
snows  and  the  cold  10  to  20  degrees  below  zero. 

It  is  a  new  country.  The  coal  companies  own  most  of  the  workmen 's  dwell- 
ings, and  in  the  event  of  dismissal,  discrimination  or  other  causes,  it  costs  a 
man  to  get  io  the  nearest  mines  in  the  United  States  $25.00  to  $30.00,  and 
about  $60.00  to  Western  Canada,  thus  the  worker  without  money  or  friends  is 
helpless  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  employer. 

Nova  Scotia,  being  the  nearest  point  to  the  old  world,  is  well  stocked  with 
wojkmen  from  Great  Britain  and  the  European  continent. 

A  large  proportion  arrive  without  means  and  very  few  are  ever  able  to 
improve  their  condition  in  that  respect. 

The  splendid  support,  financial  and  otherwise,  that  Nova  Scotia  has  re- 
ceived is  not  in  vain. 

The  seeds  of  uiuonisni  have  been  sown.  It  will  bear  fruit,  but  is  a  question 
of  time. 

We  appeal  to  organized  labor  everywhere  to  consider  the  class  and  methods 
of  cur  enemies,  expose  them  to  the  world  and  encourage  the  labor  movement 
in  this  section  of  the  country  in  every  way  it  can.    Respectfully, 
WM.  WATKINS,  President  Dist.  No.  26. 
J.  B.  McT.ACHIiAN,  Secretary-Treasurer  Dist.  No.  26. 
GP^O.  MANTON,  International  Organizer. 
JAMES  D.  McIiENNAN,  International  Board  Member. 

Jjinuary   1,   1912. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  33. 

Epton,  Pa.,  December  19,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Resolved,  By  Local  Union  1712  Epton,  Pa.,  District  No.  5. 

First — That  we  demand  an  interstate  agreement  and*  that  no  district 
settlement  shall  be  made. 

Second — That  we  demand  an  increase  of  10  cents  per  ton  on  machine 
loading. 

Third — That  all  mining  rates,  day  wage  scales  and  dead  work  shall  be 
based  on  machine  loading. 

Fourth — That  we  demand   an   outside  day  wage  scale. 

Fifth — That  we  demand  the  run  of  mine  system  at  all  mines. 
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Sixth   -Thnt  nil  working  couditions  be  referred  for  adjustment  to  ▼arioa 
(liHtrictn  iiffect««d. 

8evvnth~Thnt  any  or  all  ngroenicnts  must  be  for  at  least  two  yean. 
Kighth — Thnt  the  renewal  of  general  conditions  be  adopted  as  now  ii 
oxi^tenoe,  with  proportionate  rates  of  the  new  scale. 

Unanimously  adopted  by  Local  1712,  District  No.  5. 

CHRISTY  GEOKGI,  President. 

MAX  STEIXBACH,  financial  Secretary. 

HRUCE  CURRY,  Recording  Secretary. 

RKSOl.UTION  NO.  34. 

S.  Wilmington,  III.,  December  26,  1911. 
Whiroas.  \Vt\  tho  moinbors  of  Local  Union  467,  believe  that  it  would 
( ottv'r  tho  conditions  of  t\\o  minors  in  general  by  demanding  a  general  strike 
or  a  general  »ett lenient. 

Whor^sH*,  Wo  boliove  Ty  >o  doing  we  can  organize  the  unorganized  di«- 
Iru'tji  moro  solidly. 

Whoi  \is.  We  beliove  Thai  ly  .^e^^tioral  strikes  assessments  are  incaned. 
whioh  we  ivlioxo  nro  dvtrinionta!  ;o  tho  ^e5t  interen  of  onr  orgasizstioB; 
thor\*fore»  ly»  it 

Ko*\»*\oL  Thst  wo  rrjjo  tht^  dt;Ogatts  to  consider  this  question  carefully 
JOE  FOMATTO 
AURTHUR  PURPY. 
MARCO    OONSTAXTIXO. 
Kl>.  KNUl^STON. 
!^VK\AKP  SH^^STKl'M.  Commiit^. 

Vai;y  0 \\  r»,  IVe«sb«r  15,  WU. 

'^  >.   . :  ,-.     v^-v:\l  ■>    :...-    V  -  :  •>^   ,:   :   .-:   Vi:or   I^^?*  U.   M.  W.  of  A.. 

V    T>-  r,\:    .4  -   ■  . ;       ^     :  •  ' .    ■      .  -s.    :  "■»,*"".■'&  #  Xval  sniiw.  tW  foilow- 
■>  r-t"  ■•<    '.  »•.    r   -  ;  *  .T.v  '>   ;:   "  ..-j  :z  1  ?. vF  ar«  wil'.irj  ai-i  hsvr 

■-.       .        .r  ;^  -*■•-.       r.J.*      -  f  -  ,       ..        ;,,...;.-„^-       --j      fM^l     JF^TrXg      Will 

-  ■        N  .         •    .'.  .X  -  ^  .   • '     siL  ■  •     '   ■  -  ? :     ^  i  -s.  : :  ;.xr  jiienn  wioT^Id  l«* 
^    *-  ■  >•  V  ■  ^^11    "ia.3.  >«r-a  ix  «:Ei«s«»^  for  i 
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ieve  that  the  above  mentioned  have  ignored  not  onlj  the  principles  but 

spirit  of  brotherhood. 

Therefore  we  appear]  to  you  as  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  U.  M.  W.  to 
aider  our  appeal  and  give  us  the  proper  attention  and  consideration  which 
believe  is  due  to  us  as  members  of  this  organization. 

And  as  we  believe  that  the  district  should  reimburse  this  local  union 

the  wages  paid  to  the  checkweighmen  of  Ivory  Hill,  Nanty-61o  No.  1 
L  Springfield  mines  for  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1911,  and  as  the 
brict  constitution  provides  that  checkweighmen 's  wages  will  be  paid  by 
m  on  prescutatiou  of  statements  properly  filled  out  and  endorsed  by  the 
%\  union,  and  as  we  have  not  money  in  our  treasury  to  pay  the  district 
s  and  assessments  for  the  months  of  May  and  June,  and  as  the  district 
*ials  are  after  this  local  offering  to  mortgage  our  hall  in  order  to  pay  said 
8  and  assessments,  refused  to  accept  our  proposition,  and  further  did 
ly  refuse  to  reimburse  us  for  checkweighmen 's  wages  paid  by  this  local 

May  and  June;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  appeal  to  the  National  Executive  Board  to  take  up 
I  matter  with  the  district  officials  and  have  them  reimburse  us  for  the 
jes  paid  out  to  these  checkweighmen  for  these  months,      n 

Through  their  action  our  local  union  was  compelled  to  mortgage  the  hall 
m  individual  company  in  order  to  pay  us  the  back  dues  and  assessments 
i.anded  by  the  district,  and  so  become  entitled  to  all  rights  and  privileges 

therefore  we  feel  justified  in  applying  to  you  for  exoneration. 

(Signed)     SAMUEL  L.'  NICOL. 
DOMINICK  GILOTTI. 
OWEN  ROBERTS. 
JAMES  MARSHALL. 

Committee. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  39. 

Lansford,  Pa.,  December  21,  1911. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Local  Union  No.  1738  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  held  on 

above  date  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  past  policy  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  in  relation  to 
tional  settlements  of  wage  contracts  has  not  redounded  to  the  best  in- 
ests  of  the  organization;  and, 

Whereas,  Such  policy  when  put  into  effect  eventually  compels  one  dis- 
jt  to  virtually  scab  on  the  other,  thus  repudiating  the  principles  upon 
ich  wo  have  been  organized;  an<l, 
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Whereas,  All  our  wage  contracts  expire  on  March  31,  1912,  ud  «i 
should  profit  liy  the  miiitakes  made  in  the  past;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  twenty-third  annual  convention  of  the  United  Hiv 
Workers  of  America,  that  no  wage  contract  shall  be  signed  np  in  anjpiit 
of  the  country,  until  all  contracts  have  been  negotiated  or  agreed  npoi. 

ANDREW  FOBOEBT, 

President  Local  1738. 
THOMAS  C?LEMENT, 

SecreUry  Local  1738. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  40. 

Fdrdville,  111.,  December  20, 1911. 

To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  We  believe  the  day  wage  scale  ia  far  too  low  under  the  pK* 

sent  conditions,  which  the  laborers  and  other  of  our  cxaftamen  have  to  eoi 

tend ;    and. 

Whereas,  We  believe  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire;  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,   That  the   minimum   wage  paid   to   workers   underground  be 

three    ($3.00)  ^dollars   per  day  and   outside  day   men   the   minimum  to  b^ 

two  dollars  ($2.50)  and  fifty  cents  per  day. 

Loeal  766,  District  13. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  41. 

FordviUe,  111.,  December  20, 1911. 
Whereas,  A  condition  is  in  existence  in  District  12,  compelling  the  min«« 
in  hand  pick  mines  to  pay  the  operator  six  (6-10)  tenths  of  a  cent  per  toi 
for  blacksmithing;  and, 

Whereas,   We  believe  this  price  to  be  too  much   in  proportion  to  tk« 
work  required  in  sharpening  tools;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  miners  be  allowed  to  employ  their  own  blacksmiti 
to  sharpen  their  tools. 

Local  766,  District  12. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  47. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  Decembr  23,  1911. 
Locai  Union   1352,  District  5. 
To  Ortiters  ami  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  Thi'  average  wage  paid  us  miners  at  the  present  time  i&  »'^>*^ 
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lutely  too  low  for  us  to  live,  as  human  beings  are  considered  should  live  in 
this  eiUightened  20th  century  on  account  of  the  extremely  high  prices  we 
lire  required  to  pay  for  the  necessities  of  life;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,'  That  this  convention  stand  for  an  advance  of  10  per  cent, 
on  pick  mining;  20  per  cent,  on  machine  mining,  and  a  proportionate  advance 
on  all  day  labor,  dead  work,  etc.,  with  a  uniform  day  wage  scale  for  the  com- 
petitive states. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL  MARRACINI. 
JOHN  PAGAN. 
JOHN   HALEY.. 
PETE  BARTONI. 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  48. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  December  23.  1911. 
Local  Union   1352,  District   5. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty -third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  Our  fellow  workers  who  are  working  on  the  outside  of  the  mines 
in  Pittsburgh  District  No.  5  are  not  included  in  the  present  contract,  and 

Whereas,  We  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  that  these  men  should  be 
placed  on  the  scale,  because  they  are  mine  workers  just  as  much  as  any  other 
man  in  the  mine  is;  and 

Whereas,  Our  district  organization  has  so  far  been  unable  to  compel  the 
coal  companies  to  recognize  these  men  as  U.  M.  W.  of  A.;  therefore,  bo  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  take  some  action  toward  compelling  the 
coal  companies  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  to  recognize  and  place  the  outside  men 
on  a  uniform  scale  with  the  inside  workers. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MARRACINL 
JOHN  PAGAN. 
JOHN  HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONI. 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  Na  49. 

Manifold,  Ftnm^  December  23,  Itll. 
Loeml  UnioB  1352,  Dirtriet  5. 
To  tke  Officers  and  I>e]egates  of  the  Twemty-third  Annnal  CoBTcBtioi: 

WberMS.  That  since  the  ezpifation  of  oar  last  eoatract  our  orgunithi 
bas  coDtiniiallT  had  district  and  sectional  strikcsy  sosw  of  whi^  have  bilcd 
apwards  of  eighteen  months;  and 

Whereas,  Another  portion  of  oor  members  vere  working  snd  pn>dodi| 
coal  to  fill  the  orders  of  onr  feDow  workers  on  strike;  and 

Whereas^  This  method  of  district  and  sectional  strikes  has  proTed  to  be  u 
ahsohite  failure  insofar  as  compellieg  the  mine  owners  to  concede  the  orgaaia- 
turn's  demands;  therefore,  be  it 

R^solted.  That  this  convention  stand  for  the  signing  of  no  contnet  utO 
the  mine  owners  of  all  districts  ksre  agreed  to  sign  np  for  oor  demands. 

PHILUP  BUBGH. 
MARSHALL    MARBACIXI. 
JOHX  FAGAX. 
JOHX   HALEY. 
PETE  BABTONL 
SAM  BRAXBOX. 

Committee. 

RESi^^LUTIOX    XO.    S'J. 

Manifold.  Pean..  December  23. 19U. 
Local    Unios    13oi   District   5. 
To  the  OiEc*?r5  and  D*!<ga:^  of  the  Twenty-third  Ananal  Coaveatios: 

Wtereas^  Tee  new  mctK-nis  of  r-tnfBg  and  a<w  me^Jda  of  dumpiBg  w^ 
>  :v*'ri5g  v-oaI  fca*  grearlr  re-v^v-^^J  ?<:r  w^s^^  bj  iscrvasing  the  p»cests^  9i 
>"a:k:  :heref.-»re,  be  i: 

Ke?».^I\e».?.  T^:  :bhf  roa^i^rii.r  ?ta:L'i  for  tie  aK>lit»>a  of  the  fcrwi  ««1 
<>^:^r:  as.!  :he  «taMi5bi!:|:  ."»f  t'^e  ?=.:se  ne  <7«ea  as  the  method  of  wgfef 
-  *L  PHILLIP  BFRGH. 

MARSHALL    MAERACTXI. 
JOHX  FAGAX. 
JOHX   HALEY. 
PETE  BARTOXX 
SAM  BRAXDOX. 

Ccm:tt:rtee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  51. 

Manifold,  Penn.,  December  23,  1911. 
Local  Union   1352,  District  5. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

Whereas,  We  consider  it  would  gite  added  pleasure  to  our  days  and  have 
a  tendency  to  lengthen  the  span  of  life;  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  this  convention  stand  for  an  eight-hour  day  from  bank  to 
bank,  and  some  system  to  enforce  same. 

PHILLIP  BURGH. 
MARSHALL    MARRACINI. 
JOHN  PAGAN. 
JOHN   HALEY. 
PETE  BARTONI. 
SAM  BRANDON. 

Committee. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  56. 

Frontier,  Wyo.,  December  18,  1911. 
Resolution  No.  4  from  Local  Union  2360,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Frontier,  Wyo. 
Whereas,  At  present  the  wage  contracts  and  agreements  of  the  various 
districts  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  expire  at  different  dates,  we  deem  it  neces- 
sary and  urgent  that  all  districts  receive  the  numerical  strength  of  the  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.  in  furthering  the  advantage  of  getting  better  wage  contracts  and 
agreements;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved;  That  all  future  contracts  made  and  entered  into  shall  e^ire  on 
the  same  day,  and  no  contract  or  agreement  shall  be  signed  until  all  contracts 
and  agreements  are  negotiated. 

JNO.    CAMERON, 
WM.  BAINTON, 
P.  C.  HOOD, 
Resolution  Committee. 
Adopted  December  18,  1911. 

RKSOLUTION  NO.  57. 

Bloomington,  111.,  December  22,  1911. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Whereas,  The  unfair  conditions  which  the  miners  of  Bloomington,  III.,  have 
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been  sabjeeted  to  manj  jean»  which  has  obIj  ^>mb  broifht  mboot  through  e» 
tOBu  The  conditioiis  at  present  are,  nameljr:  Hdighl  of  third  i«iii  coal  is  lOt 
of  eoAeiMit  height  compared  with  surroimdiag  ftdda  of  which  we  are  bated  ii. 
The  roadi  Boiist  be  seven  feet  high  or  the  tracfclarv  wiU  not  lay  any  zaih,  it 
wish  to  be  released  from  that  condition;  farther,  to  have  same  conditioni  tf 
other  long  wall  workings— bmhing  to  be  twcnty-fbar  inches  In  the  teoond 
%«in,  ako  long  wall,  same  conditions  prevail  as  the  third  Tein,  eicept  eotl  it  sx 
inches  higher  of  which  we  recciTe  10  cents  per  ton  loss  than  the  third  tein.  We 
belicTo  we  should  rceeive  the  same  price  as  the  aveinga  long  wall  works  is  tliii 
t«in.  We  are  desirous  of  getting  10  cents  per  ton  won  in  this  vein,  feding 
ihat  this  is  fair.  Conditions  otherwise  are  satisfactoiy  in  this  rein. 

Resolved  That  the  foregoing  be  considered  in  this  convention  and  adjusted 
cia  an  ciqaitable  basis. 

vSigned^ :  FRED  HELDT,  Delcgste. 

M.  J.  STUCKERT. 

OSCAR  YOUNG, 

Coaisunce. 

RJKOLUTIOX  XO.  5S. 

Bkomingtoa,  UL.  Deeember  22,  19U. 
Whewaks^  The  foeser.:  iCdC*  ci  w»g«  we  b*beve  to  be  ni>t  a  soflKdent  wagf. 
*'w;r-i:  10  :be  is«reas«  of  :b*  ^j.*:  cf  avirg:  tbezefcre*  be  it 

Kefo'.T^.  TrA:  w#  i*T=5a-iii  i  iv  r«er  «»:.  isneacse  in  wages  to  meet  the  in- 

vSi^rr*^'  :  FRED  HELDT.  Delegate. 

M-  J,  StTUOKERT. 
^^<*.  AR  YOUNG . 

v"  •??=-!  nee. 

Kys^^imox  XO.  tj;. 

7:  '.'-'i   .'Sf^r*  iii  r^Ie^ri*^  ^t'  t:«f  T'«*i:7  :iiri  Azxsal  Ccnveniion: 

^i.  til*  rs'i-fr^iii-fr-,  ,**<-  -ii;  f.O.-»^xf  :«!CJx«i:ft: 

'^frjfti  It  25  A  j^rlf^T:^?:  fv:  :i«  ^i«  T:«scKt  aztk  daase  of  state 
iX^>WE*i:  I^:s-:rjr:  X:.  :i  T.  V.  W  :*  A-  bis  ix  li*  heads  of  nnserapolota 
.\«fr:*::r«  -"vri-d  x  ii^.l-si-ir  .vx  :^  i:fiE>«;r«  :f  :cr  c^^pkxiialioe,  and 

^Tst^rfti*.  BecfTirj  *5  ■»*   5*  :iA3  lico^  'lie  gsCr?"  "bfliiM  ^  pnnisbeJ. 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  clause  be  amended  by  inserting  the  following 
words  in  the  second  line  of  Paragraph  A  after  the  word  ''impurities/'  to  the 
amount  of  pounds  per  ton,  and  by  striking  out  the  last  two  words  of  said 
paragraph  (or  discharged). 

Paragraph  B  to  be  stricken  out  and  the  following  to  be  inserted  (par.  B) : 
In  case  of  aVi  indefinite  suspension  for  an  aggravated  or  malicious  case,  the 
length  of  the  suspension  to  be  determined  by  the  amount  of  the  impurities.  All 
impurities  shall  be  preserved  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  a  proper 
handling  of  the  case.  The  rest  of  the  sixth  clause  to  remain  unchanged. 

FRANK  SOPHER,  President  98. 

HARRY  MERCER,  Secretary  1458. 

MILES  McCOLLUM,  409. 

LEE  JOSLIN,  470. 

L.  R.  MEAD,  478. 

Committee  on  Resolution. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  61. 

Coal  City,  111.,  December  28,  1911. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Sub-District  No.  1  of  District  12,  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.,  held  in  Brace ville,  111.,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  we  are  not  sharing  the 
profits 'Of  our  products  as  we  should,  we  therefore  demand  an  increase  of 
10  cents  per  ton  and  a  proportionate  advance  for  all  day  labor;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  miners  in  the  Wilmington  field  hereby  agree  to 
keep  their  roadways  fifty  yards  from  the  face  of  the  coal  four  feet  high. 
Roadways  driveu  longer  than  fifty  yards,  the  company  to  assume  the  re* 
sponsibility; 

Resolved,  That  vvc  demand  eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank  to  constitute 
a  full  day's  work  and  half  holiday  on  Saturday; 

Resolved,  That  all  rooms  that  are  double-shifted  be  paid  10  cents  extra. 

Resolved,  That  '.lelegates  to  the  International  convention  be  instructed 
to  vote  against  Article  V,  Section  9,  of  our  International  constitution  and 
use  their  influence  to  insert  Article  V,  Section  5,  of  our  state  constitution, 
whereby  we  believe  all  local  unions  would  be  represented; 

The  last  Rection  of  this  resolution  referred  to  ronunittee  on  Resolutions: 
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KE80LUTI0N  NO.  62. 

Webster,  Pa.,  December  27,  1911. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention: 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Loet) 
trnion  No.  761: 

Whereas,  The  use  of  back  action  screens  are  a  reduction  to  the  miners 
of  U)  por  cent,  to  20  per  cent.;  therefore,  be  it 

Konolvod.  That  we  demand  the  run  of  mine  basis  where  thie  same  are 
III  uNis  or  lui  increase  ovor  scale  rates  equivalent  to  said  reduction. 

J.  W.  MEDOEY,  President. 
MURRAY  E.  FOWLER,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  65. 

KoHolvod,  Thiit  we,  the  nuMiibors  of  Local  Union  No.  971  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
«!(>iiiatiil  tliiit  we  be  paid  on  a  run  of  mine  basis  with  a  reasonable  advaDce; 

II  11(1,  ho  it  further 

Uesolvrd,  That  we  go  into  convention  demanding  the  run  of  mine;  and, 
If  it  furthor 

Kosolvtd,  That  wo  do  away  with  basing  our  scale  on  a  pick  mining  baiis. 

F.  A.  NUNLEY,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  70. 

Route  4,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  12,  1911. 
Loral    Unit>n  2470,  District   13,  at  a  regular  meeting  held  December  8. 
{i.itihtMt  the  following  resolution: 

Whereaa,  As  the  co^st  of  living  has  increased  the  last  few  years  from  40 

III  \\m  jiiT  cent.,  and  the  price  of  producing  coal  increased  only  5  per  cent. 
Iwu  yiwir«  ago;  therefore,  in  order  to  get  somewhat  near  the  old  relations  be 
Iwitiii  piuiiiu'tion  of  roal  and  living  expenses;  therefore,  be  it 

NtiHolved,  That  we  deiuan<l  a  raise  in  wages  of  at  least  25  per  cent,  of 
;ill  work  ilone  in  an<l  around  the  coal  mines,  and  wc  also  recommend  that 
.>ll  luiuera  i-eahc  work  until  such  an  increase  is  granted  in  all  districts,  and 
III  rUM)  bome  tiistricts  should  not  grant  such  an  increase,  no  coal  should  be 
•-Uippeil  in  there  until  all  difliculties  are  settled. 

F.  A.  WRIGHT,  President. 

WESTLEY  BUNELL,  Recording  Secretary. 

.JOHN  ARBTIN,  Financial   Secretary. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  73. 
We,  the  miDcrs  of  Local  Union  1771,  and  of  District  27  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
ed  at  Redlodge,  Mont.,  do  most  heartily  endorse  a  six-hour  day  and  also 
days  a  week,  to  help  the  unemployed  problem,  as  it  is  a  well-known 
that  there  is  a  great  number  of  our  brothers  traveling  from  mine  to 

and  arc  unable  to  secure  employment;  and 
Whereas,  The  unemployed  working  men  are  becoming  a  vast  majority 

the  employed;  and 
Whereas,  It  is  forcing  them  to  bid  against  each  other  for  employment; 

Whereas,  Practically  all  the  necessaries,  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life 
low  being  produced  by  machinery  to  such  an  extent  that  men  who  are 
and  anxious  to  work  are  unable  to  secure  employment;  and 
Whereas,  Those  conditions  can  never  be  changed,  except  by  the  laboring 

being  able  to  secure  employment  for  all  men;  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  we  demand  a  six-hour  day  to  commence  on  the  expira- 
of  our  present  contract,  and  that  no  one  be  permitted  or  allowed  to  work 
»  than  thirty  hours  in  any  one  week,  unless  in  cases  of  emergency,  and 
in  such  cnsos  he  will  receive  double  pay  for  his  labor,  either  by  contract 
V  day  labor,  and  that  this  means  six  hours  from  top  to  top  and  no  reduc- 
in  prices  from  our  present  contract. 

(Signed)     DAVID  McKEE,  Secretary  Local  1771. 

ANTON  TROTTER. 

S.  A.  WOODBURY. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  75. 

Redlodge,  Montana,  December  27,  1911, 
{esolutioDs  Presented  by  Local  Union  1771  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  District  27. 
;he  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty -third  Annual  Convention: 
We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  1771,  located  at  Redlodge,  Montana, 
leave  to  make  the  following  request  in  behalf  of  the  members  of  this 
I  in  regard  to  the  back  assessment  that  wc  are  owing  to  the  national: 
First,  we  know  full  well  that  it  is  unfair  to  ask  the  majority  of  our 
ibers  who  have  came  into  our  local  union  to  aid  in   paying  this  back 
Bsment  when  those  brothers  have  brouj;ht  with  them  clear  cards  showing 
they  have  paid  all  dues  and  assessments  in  other  places;  and 
Whereas,  It  is  unfair  to  ask  the  few  who  are  entitled  to  pay  it  to  stand 
iiirden  of  this  whole  amount,  while  we  know  full  well  that  there  has  been 
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a  mistake  made  in  this  lo^al  union  in  allowing  thia  kind  of  woA  to  b  ] 
carried  on,  but  we  clin  assure  vou  as  members  of  oar  orgm&ixatioa  tkik  ^  \ 
few  who  are  left  here  to  stand  the  respoasibilitT  of  sneh  aetions  aieiolti 
blame,  therefore  we  ask  the  olBeers  and  delegates  assembled  at  aid  eP- 
vention  to  have  this  loeal  exonerated  from  paying  this  baek  asstsuMitiV 
o!so  have  our  amount  of  back  assessment  redneed  to  the  mmoat  of 
who  are  entitled  to  par  it. 

(Signed)     DAVID    lieKEE. 
ANTON  TBOTTER, 
a  A.  WOODBUBY, 
OoBmittee  L.  U.  1^1. 

BESOLUTIOX  NO.  78. 

Centrmlim,  UL,  October  30,  1911. 
Tber«»  are  in  this  country  at  the  present  time  enoo^  miners  to  prate 
twice  the  amoun:  of  coal  consumed  and  in  localities  operators  hare  b«ei 
fortunat;*  ex:ou^h  to  keep  their  mines  in  steadj  operatioB.  eonseqsMtlr 
throwing  miners  in  other  :c^^JL!it:es  idle  part  of  the  tinse,  aad  in  soae  ii- 
>tanee5  entirely  ci<>5e^^i  down.  This  has  forced  men  from  idle  districts  iit* 
•he  distr>ts  where  work  :5  more  steady.  The.  result  is  tkat  the  minei  iJ* 
rrow-ied  ar.-i  the  turn  has  gone  V^low  a  living:  therefore,  t>e  it 

Rescvlve^l.  That  while  we  realise  i>ne  and  all  are  entitled  to  an  equal  ibR 
•  f  the  work,  we  believe  that  soe::*^  means  or  steps  should  be  taken  to  divide 
the  wvtrk  so  as  to  preveni  the  Hses  frt»=:  having  to  go  in  the  mine  ererrdiy 
for  a  *=:a!l  t::rn.  Therrt^T*  we  know  of  to  other  war  thaa  to  shortei  tk« 
work  day  ;o  six  hirers,  *:>i  wr  2:eaV<r<  of  Ixkcal  Caioa  Xo.  52,  recows*"^ 
That  a   -eTnxrd  fi>r  a  six  h\vsr  day  ttc  made. 

J.  I^  Mf  KllTRICK.  President  L.  C.  Xo.  52. 
J  AS.  BRIGHT. 
AIJPHA  :-.\rGHHI"XX. 
ITJAXK   LAZARFTTI. 

Beoohitioa  Committee. 

K£^:: :  rx^x  xo,  ts». 


Gayjaiim.  Pa..  December  29.  1911. 
rrv.r^    Wt,  :•-:    -^-Tr^^r^   .f  Ga  ;anr    Lo<al   Xo.   SIX,  consider  tb*t 
\r  »*>:r  '  -  .ir."     t   :t   "va^  .x  tiss  ,-:.z*t7y  that  caases  a  grent  waay 


wx  a;  :'*r::fci 


the  year:  therefore,  W  it 
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Besolved,  That  wc  tloniaud  a  half -holiday  on  Saturday  and  paying  off  to 

tart  at  12  noon. 

THOS.  BICHARDSON 

HENBY  MANVILLE. 
GEO.   BENNETT. 
JOHN  H.  THOMPSON. 
BE-BNABD  MUBBAY. 

Committee. 
BESOLUTION  NO.  80. 

Gallatin,  Pa.,  December  29,  1911. 
Whereas,  We,  the  miners  of  Local  Union  No.  813  are  compelled  to  take 
own  slate  and  remove  the  same  and  in  some  places  the  roof  shell  comes 
3wn  and  has  to  be  moved  back  by  the  miners  without  pay;  therefore,  be  it 
Besolved,  That  we  demand  payment  for  both  slate  and  said  roof  coal, 
wo  ($2.00)  dollars  to  be  paid  for  said  slate  not  exceeding  twelve  inches  in 
lickness  and  all  slate  over  said  twelve  inches  to  be  piiid  at  the  rate  of  5 
)nt8  per  inch  in  all  rooms  not  exceeding  7  runs  and  fifty  (50e)  cents  per 
>om  of  said  7  runs  to  be  paid  for,  said  roof  coal  not  exceeding  six  inches 
here  the  same  comes  down. 

THOS.  BICHABD80N 
HENBY  MANVILLE. 
GEO.    BENNETT. 
JOHN  H.  THOMPSON. 
BBBNABD  MUBBAY. 

Committee. 
BESOLUTION  NO.  81. 

Gallatin,  Pa.,  December  29, 1911. 
Whereas,  The  members  of  Gallatin    Local   No.    813    consider   that   the 
sreen  coal  basis  is  detrimental  to  the  miners  of  Sub-District  3  of  District  5 ; 
herefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  we  demand  the  run  of  mine  basis  for  the  scale  year, 
eginning  April  1,  1912,  with  an  equivalent  advance. 

THOS.  BICHABDSON 
HENBY  MANVILLE. 
GEO.   BENNETT. 
JOHN  H.   THOMPSON. 
BEBNABD  MUBBAY. 

Committee. 
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BE80LUTI0N  NO.  82. 

GallatiB,  Pft.,  Deeember  29, 1911 
WliereM,  We,  the  members  of  Gallmtiii  Loeml  No.  813,  demaad  ttH 
Dcither  miner  or  mine  laborer  be  allowed  to  work  any  overtime,  or  woik  • 
Sondaj,  luileoB  in  case  of  an  emergenej,  and  in  that  ease  time  and  oae-Ut 
be  paid  for  overtime  and  double  time  for  Sondaya. 

THO&  RICHABD60N. 
HENBT    IfANYILLE. 
GEO.  BENNSTT. 
JOHN  H.  THOMPSON. 
B£BNAfiD  MUBBAY. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  84 

Release  From  Liabilitr. 

To  the  R^reaentati¥e9  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

We.  the  miners  of  Appollo  mine,  located  at  Fajette  Gitj,  Pa.,  beliflvlDf  ttit 
we  have  suffered  long  enough  from  the  injustice  imposed  upon  imhythsHcsfli' 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke  Co^  br  their  release  from  the  liahili^r 
which  compels  the  parents  of  boys  under  twenty  one  rears  to  sign  all  tkir 
rights  and  privileges  away,  under  said  law,  and  having  tried  repeatedly  to  ka^ 
it  removed  through  the  aivi  of  our  district  officials,  withoot  avail,  we  now  Uks 
the  opportunity  of  placing  it  before  this  body,  betiering  that  we  will  reeent 
favorable  support  in  removing  this  deTcstatle  thing  from  otir  midst,  as  we  thiBk 
it  the  most  degradicg  thing  that  was  ever  offered  to  a  body  of  workmen  in  aflo- 
:allcii  free  and  enlightened  country ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  we.  the  members  of  Lool  No.  2102,  located  at  Fayette  Gitj, 
Pa .  met  in  our  regular  session  this  S9th  day  of  December,  1911,  and  dflaaa^ 
tba:  this  r-^Iesse  from  liability  be  withdrawn  bj  said  eompanj,  othenviM 
there  be  ro  Kttlem<^nt  by  the  IntenatioBal  Union. 

H.  L.  SAGEB^  Preaident. 

GEORGE  DREXNOX.  Recording  Secretary. 

LEROY  R  BRUCE,  FinaBcia]  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  92. 

To  the  OfBiWxs  and  IVIe^tcs  of  :he  Tw^tty -third  Annual  Convention  of  the 
U.  M,  W.  of  A. — Greeting: 
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We,  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  1799  recommend  the  adoption 
■  the  central  competitive  field  basis  for  the  basis  of  our  settlement. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  W.  JONES. 
J.  H.  HAMILTON. 
A.  D.  WEBB. 
J.  C.  WHITE. 
E.  P.  THOMAS. 

Resolution  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  95. 

Local  Union  549,  Webster,  Pa. 
9  the  International  Convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  As- 
sembled in  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

First.  On  new  mining  law,  that  the  delegates  to  this  convention  should  give 
ill  consideration,  as  we  believe  it  is  nothing  but  a  deliberate  attempt  to  destroy 
e  miners'  union. 

Second.  We  ask  for  run -of -mine  and  a  raise  in  price  to  meet  the  cost  of 
ring. 

Third.  That  all  outside  workers  about  the  mine  shall  belong  to  the  union 
id  scale  be  made  for  same. 

Fourth.    Weekly  pay  and  eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank. 
Fifth.    Where  conditions  are  such  that  loader  can  not  make  day's  wages, 
e  company  shall  make  up  shortage. 

Sixth.    Any  mine  grievance  which  can  not  be  settled  and  has  to  be  carried 
district,  the  miners  shall  cease  to  work  until  same  is  adjusted. 
Seventh.     For  all  overtime,  legal  holidays  or  Sunday  work  shall  be  paid 
>uble  wages. 

£!ighth.  Trapper's  wages  to  bo  same  as  other  day  men  workers.  The  law 
smands  that  he  be  sixteen  years  of  age,  therefore  he  is  not  a  small  boy  or  child, 
id  we  believe  his  wages  as  at  present  are  not  just,  he  being  required  to  pay 
;ard  at  the  same  rate  as  men. 

(Signed)     STEVE  DRAN,  President. 

WM.  CHRISTOPHER,  Recording  Secretary. 
JOHN  DA  VIES,  Delegate. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  98. 

I'o  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Ameriea,  in  Co&TOtiii 

Assembled: 

Whereas,  Machinery  has  largely  taken  the  place  of  human  labor  pow« 
in  the  production  of  coal;  and, 

Whereas,  Approximately  70  per  cent  of  the  coal  mined  in  District  No.  5, 
(United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  is  known  as  machine-mined  coal;  and, 

Whereas,  The  scale  is  based  on  pick-mined  coal,  while  only  30  per  eeit 
of  the  coal  in  the  district  is  mined  with  picks;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  We,  as  members  of  Local  Union  2102,  United  Mine  Worken 
of  America,  believing  there  should  be  a  more  equal  basis  than  the  price  bov 
paid  for  mining  and  loading  coal,  do  urge  that  the  next  contract  signed  bj 
the  members  of  District  No.  5,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  shall  !»▼« 
the  following  embodied  in  same:  That  the  price  of  coal  per  ton  loaded  ifter 
inncbine  shall  be  35  cents,  run  of  mine,  and  that  the  price  paid  for  pick* 
mined  coal  shall  be  based  on  an  equitable  basis. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  2102  at  their  regular  meeting,  December 
29.  1911. 

JAS.  GRAHAM. 
FRED  NELSON. 
THOMAS    SMITH. 

Pit  Committee. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  99 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  Convention 

Assembled: 

Whereas,  Heretofore  the  mine  owner  or  operator  has  been  gi^ea  tke 
privilege  of  operating  his  mine  on  the  basis  of  weighing  coal,  mine  run  or 
sfreen  coal:  and. 

Whereas,  They,  the  mine  owners  or  operators,  have  not  been  slow  to 
take  advantage  of  this  and  weigh  coal  on  whichever  basis  suits  them  belt, 
regardless  of  the  disad^vantage  it  may  have  to  the  miners  and  laborers; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we.  members  of  Local  Union  No.  2102,  loeated  at  Fay- 
ette City,  Pa,,  request  all  delegates  of  the  twenty-third  annual  convention, 
which  convenes  in  Indianapolis  January  16,  1912,  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  rat 
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I  their  influence  and  power  to  secure  for  the  miners  of  District  No.  5  what 
known  as  the  run  basis,  or  that  all  coal  shall  be  weighed  in  the  cars. 

JAS.  GRAHAM. 

FRED  NELSON. 

THOMAS    SMITH. 

Pit  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  100. 

Hazzardy  Pa.,  December  29,  1911. 
We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  235,  in  regular  session  assembled, 
iss  the  following  resolutions,  which  we  submit  to  the  International  con- 
ation to  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January,  1912: 

(1)  Whereas,  The  bituminous  mining  laws  of  Pennsylvania  prohibit  any 
e  under  the  age  of  sixteen  from  working  in  the  mines.  Under  this  law  no  one 
it  a  full  member  of  our  organization  (according  to  our  constitution)  can  act 

trapper.    Now,  the  present  scale  for  trappers  is  $1.19  per  day.    This  we  deem 
rather  small  wage  for  a  boy  sixteen  years  old.    Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  seek  to  have  the  trappers'  wages  raised  to  at  least  $1.75 
r  day. 

(2)  Whereas,  Owing  to  an  overproduction  in  the  mining  industry,  we 
lieve  that  the  miners  ought  to  restrict  the  number  of  working  days. 

Resolved,  That  we  advocate  the  half  holiday  every  Saturday  and  a  pay  day 
3ry  two  weeks. 

(3)  Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  235,  knoyr  for  a  fact  that 
y  one  dealing  in  a  company  store  gets  the  best  ^^show"  in  the  mine,  and, 
rther,  we  know  that  we  are  told  to  deal  in  a  company  store  or  get  out. 
B,  as  liberty-loving  people,  ought  to  have  the  right  to  spend  our  money 
lere  we  see  fit.    Therefore,  we  seek  to  abolish  all  company  stores. 

(4)  Whereas,  Owing  to  the  mines  in  this  district  being  so  far  in,  causing 
;reat  crush  on  the  coal,  thereby  being  one-third  or  more  slack,  we  are  working 
a  disadvantage  under  the  present  basis. 

Resolved,  That  we  strive  for  the  run-of-mine  basis  in  this  district. 

(5)  Whereas,  We  think  that  our  affairs  can  be  carried  on  by  a  joint  board 
item,  thereby  dispensing  with  district  officers.  Under  this  system  each  local 
aid  appoint  three  conimitteemon,  a  Slav,  one  Italian  and  one  English-speaking 
rson.  The  purpose  would  be  to  hold  meetings  every  two  weeks  and  the  N^- 
nal  Board  Member  to  preside  at  all  meetings.     Each  local  union  could  pay 
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more  toward  the  uational  fund,  as  this  would  eliminate  district  per  O] 
Therefore,  be  it  resolved  to  advocate  this  system. 

(6)  Whereas,  We  think  there  are  altogether  too  many  organizers  in  oigO' 
ized  fields  and  under  this  system  such  appointments  are  burdensonie  on  Utk 
district  and  national  funds.  Also  we  believe  that  the  position  of  orgtniK 
should  be  an  elective  one;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  seek  to  have  the  organizers  elected  by  a  plurality  nte 
of  the  members  of  the  organization. 

(7)  Whereas,  We  think  that  there  is  something  wrong  with  the  pn""* 
system  of  balloting  and  we  believe  that  it  could  be  revised  with  better  re- 
sults. For  instance,  the  ballots  to  be  distributed  at  the  mine  month  the 
uight  previous  to  the  election  and  taken  up  by  the  mine  committee  in  the 
morning.  By  such  a  method  as  the  above  we  would  get  a  full  return  of 
votes,  thereby  securing  the  sentiment  of  the  men. 

Resolved,  That  we  indorse  this  method. 

(Signed)     SAM  NEWEY,  President. 

JOHN  GEMMELL,   Secretary. 
NICHOLAS  KLEIN. 
HUGH  MAC  CLINDEN. 
JAMES  GATES. 
JOHN  ROBSON. 
WM.  H.  NELSON. 

Resolution  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  103. 

Beckemeyer,  111.,  December  29,  1911. 
We,   the   members  of  Local    Union    2619,   offer  the    following  resolution, 
to-wit: 

Providing  for  tlie  open  market  in  so  far  as  mine  supplies  are  concerned 
Also  a  weekly  pay  day  on  each  Saturday  in  cash.  Also  a  holiday  on  juiy  day. 
Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  deninud  a  six-hour  working  day,  with  the  above  cob- 
ditions. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  104. 
We,   Local  Union   2019,   U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  offer  the  following  resolutirtn. 
to-wit:     Be  it 

Resolved,  That  no  wage  contract  to  be  signed  locally  or  by  districts,  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  until  all  wage  contnicts  are  finally  negotiated. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  106. 

Beckemejer,  HI.,  January  2,  1912. 

We,  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  No.  2619,  do  hereby  submit 
tlie  following  resolution  to  the  convention  now  assembled,  to-wit: 

As  the  conditions  in  Beckemeyer  mine  of  the  Breese-Trenton  Ck)al  Com- 
pany were  single  work  for  the  last  four  and  a  half  (4%)  years;  and, 

Whereas,  An  agreement  was  entered  into  between  John  H.  Walker,  presi- 
dent of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  and  Randolph  Smith,  president  of  Illi- 
nois Coal  Operators'  Association,  which  materially  reduced  our  wages  by  forc- 
ing a  condition  upon  us  contrary  to  the  last  two  agreements;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Breese-Trenton  Coal  Company  did  not  enforce  said  agree- 
ment and  it  was  at  their  instigation  that  the  Beckemeyer  mine  was  singled  out ; 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  now  assembled  do  declare  the  said  agree- 
ment null  and  void  and  that  we  return  to  work  single,  as  it  was  an  established 
condition  for  four  and  a  half  years. 

(Signed)     RESOLUTION  COMMITTEE  LOCAL  UNION  NO.  2619. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  110. 

Jackson  Hill,  Ind.,  No.  2,  January  2,  1912. 

We,  the  firemen  at  the  above  named  place,  would  like  for  your  honorable 
assembly  to  consider  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  an  eight-hour  day  at  bottom  men^s  wages,  any 
time  over  eight  hours  to  be  mutually  agreed  on  by  manager  and  firemen.  We 
also  ask  that  the  firemen  shall  not  be  required  to  do  any  other  work  while  firing 
than  to  attend  to  the  firing  and  water.  Also  we  ask  that  we  be  subject  to 
orders  from  no  one  except  the  superintendent  of  the  mine.  We  also  ask  that  no 
one  fireman  be  required  to  fire  more  than  four  boilers.  In  case  where  there  are 
more  than  one  fireman  each  shall  share  the  work  on  idle  days.  Also  that  all  feed 
lines  and  pumps  be  attended  to  by  some  one  else  besides  the  firemen.  We  also 
ask  for  bottom  men's  conditions,  which  will  require  all  firemen  to  have  bottom 
men's  cards.  We  also  ask  for  better  coal  to  fire  with  than  we  have  had  in 
the  past.  (Signed)     WILBER  McORIFF, 

MELL  STOOPS, 

Jackson  Hill  Firemen. 
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.These  resuliitions  were  indorsed  by  Local  Union  1111. 

JACOB  N.  HULCHINN,  President. 
JOHN  MOBLEt,  Financial  SecreUry. 
BERT  FRAULING,  Recording  Secretary. 
CHAUNCEY  MATTOX,  Hreman. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  111. 

Wooldridge,  Tenn.,  January  2,  1912. 

Whereas,  Present  conditions  of  District  No.  19  are  the  most  deplorable 
they  have  been  for  more  than  twelve  years  past;  and, 

Whereas,  The  entire  district  is  rapidly  developing  other  large  mining  sec- 
tions and  annually  greatly  increasing  its  output;  and, 

Whereas,  Hours  of  labor  constituting  a  day's  work  for  day  men  are  the 
greatest  and  miners  working  an  unlimited  number  of  hours  per  day,  and  condi- 
tions of  the  entire  district  the  most  impoverishable,  and  pay  day  continues  in 
very  many  cases  monthly;  and, 

Whereas,  No  increase  in  wages  has  been  gained  (but,  to  the  contrary, 
wages  in  many  cases  reduced)  in  District  No.  19  since  August  31,  1908,  not- 
withstanding that  all  other  mining  sections,  north,  east,  west  and  even  south, 
have  advanced  wages  at  least  5.55  per  cent,  together  with  other  concessions;  and. 

Whereas,  Present  Ioav  wages  and  most  deplorable  conditions  (while  other 
mining  sections  are  so  much  better)  have  aroused  the  miners  and  mine  employes 
of  their  dire  and  immediate  need  of  a  thorough  organization;  and, 

Whereas,  A  continuance  of  such  wages  and  deplorable  conditions  of  labor 
as  now  existing  in  District  No.  19  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a  detriment 
and  menace  to  the  interests  and  future  welfare  of  the  districts  where  a  higher 
rate  of  wages,  shorter  hours  and  better  conditions  prevail;  and, 

Whereas,  In  case  of  strike  being  inaugurated  in  districts  whose  contracts 
expire  March  31,  1912,  then  District  No.  19  would  be  worked  to  its  utmost 
capacity  at  exorbitant  prices  for  coal  to  the  operators  to  supply  what  trade  they 
could  belonging  to  affected  districts  on  strike;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  In  the  event  of  an  agreement  being  reached  with  districts  whose 
contracts  expire  March  31,  1912,  that  this  convention  now  assembled  favor  an 
assessment  being  levied  (amount  to  be  determined  by  International  Executive 
Board)  for  the  purpose  of  inaugurating  a  vigorous  campaign  in  District  No.  19 
with  a  view  to  thoroughly  organizing  same  and  bringing  said  district  to  a. higher 
basis;  and  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  in  the  event  no  settlement  is  made  with  districts  whose  con- 
tracts expire  March  31,  1912,  that  a  vigorous  campaign  be  inaugurated  in  Dis- 
trict No.  19  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  said  district  from  in  any*  manner 
supplying  coal  for  any  part  of  the  markets  rightfully  belonging  to  those  dis- 
tricts which  may  be  on  strike. 

(Signed)     LOCAL  UNION  NO.    253,  J.  L.  G0IN8,  Rec.  Secy. 
LOCAL  UNION  NO.    157,  W.  A.  JONES,  Eec.  Secy. 
LOCAL  UNION  NO.  1915,  JAMES  STYLES,  Rec.  Secy. 
LOCAL  UNION  NO.    733,  J.  W.  BEARDEN,  Rec.  Secy. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  112. 

Crosby,  Wyo.,  December,  1911. 
We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  2700,  are  in  favor  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions being  adopted  by  the  National  convention  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis, 
January  16,  1912: 

(1)  Whereas,  There  is  so  much  idle  time  caused  by  the  overstocking  of 
the  markets  in  our  country,  some  collieries  working  six  days  a  week,  while  others  " 
only  work  three,  thereby  forcing  the  best  of  our  members  to  leave  the  mines  and 
our  organization  suffers  accordingly.  We  believe  the  only  way  to  better  exist- 
ing conditions  is  that  this  convention  adopt  a  policy  of  five  working  days  a 
week  all  over  the  union. 

(2)  We  recommend  that  the  present  $10  initiation  fee  be  raised  to  $25 
for  all  members  wishing  to  join  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

(3)  We  would  recommend  that  a  change  be  made  in  our  National  consti- 
tution with  regard  to  electing  delegates  to  the  National  convention.  We  would 
recommend  that  all  delegates  to  the  National  convention  be  elected  at  our  dis- 
trict election,  one  delegate  to  represent  each  sub-district  together  with  the  dis- 
trict president,  thereby  saving  the  union  considerable  expense,  these  delegates 
to  obtain  recommendations  from  the  district  convention  to  place  before  the 
National  convention. 

(4)  To  protect  members  who  take  an  active  part  in  our  locals  from  sum- 
mary dismissal,  we  suggest  that  a  week^s  notice  be  given  by  the  operator,  or 
any  man  wishing  to  leave  should  likewise  give  a  week's  notice. 

JOHN  McCALLUM,   President. 
J.  C.  HOLE,  Secretary. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  113. 

Windsor,  Mo.,  January  3,  1912. 
The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  Local  Union  2614: 
No.  1.    Resolved,  That  the  powder  question  be  omitted  from  the  eontnct 
and  that  we  purchase  powder  in  the  open  market. 

No.  2.     Be  it  Resolved.  That  we  refuse  to  All  contracts  where  our  fellow- 
miners  are  on  strike  for  better  conditions. 

No.  3.     Be  it  Resolved,  That  we  demand  an  increase  in  wages  so  that  we 
may  keep  pace  with  the  high  cost  of  living. 

MICHAEL  DALEY, 
Secretary  Local  Union  2614,  Windsor,  Mo. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  120. 

Edgemont,  111.,  January  4,  1912. 
We,  Local  Union  No.  270S,  ask  the  delegates  to  the  next  International 
convention   to  the  demand  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in   the  International 
agreements  providing  for  an  open  market  in  so  far  as  miners'  supplies  are 
'concerned.     Also  to  demand  a  weekly  pay,  and  that  to  be  on  Saturday. 
Adopted  by  L.  U.  No.  2708.  G.  W.  BOYCE,  President. 

JAMES  MASON,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  XO.  122. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whoreas,  The  machine  differential  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  unequal; 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  question  of  settlement  of  the  said  machine  diiferen 
tial  be  referred  back  to  State  of  Illinois,  District  No.  12,  for  settlement. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  123. 

Danville,  111..  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas.  The  system  of  paying  narrow  work  in  the  Danville  Sub-Pis- 
tr'u't  :\,  of  District  12.  has  been  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction; 
therefore,  be  it 
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Resoived,  by  the   Sub-District  Board   meeting  of  Sub-District   3,  Dis- 
riet  12,  assembled  in  Sub-District  Board  meeting,  That  we  hereby  demand 
readjustment  of  the  present  scale  of  driving  narrow  work. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  124. 

DanviUe,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
VVhereus,  The  present  syptem  of  handling  tools  of  the  miner  is  a  detri- 
ent  to  said  miner;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  go  on  record  of  having  a  man  take  care 
f  said  tools  at  company's  expense. 

Endorsed  by  tlio  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  125. 

DanvUle,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  scale  of  the  Danville  strip  banks  is  unfair,  being  based 
?low  the  inside  day  wage  scale  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  'coal  be  paid  for  on  a  tonnage  basis  at  said  strip 
ines;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  all  day  labor  be  paid  the  inside  day  wage  scale  as  per 
:ate  agreement. 

Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  0.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  126. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Resolution  to  cover  sulphur  rock  question  in  this  sub-district: 
Be  it  Resolved,  That  all  sulphur  be  weighed  ^nd  paid  for  the  same  as 
ck  mined  coal;  and  be  it  further 

M.PCO.-28. 
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Resolved,  That  all  roads  bo  laid  in  the  middle  of  the  rooms. 
Kndoraod   hy  the  Sub-District  l^oard. 

EVAN  EVANS,  l^resident. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

li    C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  128. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  miner  is  supposed  to  lay  his  own  track  in  the  Danville 
district.     We  believe  it  to  be  unfair;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  operator  be  requested  to  lay  all  tracks. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  129. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Be  it  Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  machine  work  through  horseback  and 
rolls  be  paid  for  full  height  of  coal;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  all  rock  shots  and  moving  the  rock  be  paid  for  at  the 
actual  time  it  takes  to  do  the  work. 

Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  130. 

Danville,  HI.,  January  3,  1912. 
Be  it  Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  company  furnish  all  tools  for  day 
men,  and  that  the  day  men  be  held  responsible  for  the  tools  left  in  their  care. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  131. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  It  has  been  about  eight  to  ten  years  since  the  miners  of  the 
Danville  Sub-District  No.  3,  District  12,  have  met  in  sub-district  joint  con- 
vention; and, 

Whereas,  In  the  past  eight  or  ten  years  many  new  working  conditions 
have  been  imposed  on  the  working  miners  which  have  brought  much  dissatis- 
faction; therefore,  bo  it 

Resolved,  That  the  National  organization  in  its  convention  assembled, 
use  all  its  power  to  have  the  mine  operators  of  Sub-District  3,  of  District  12, 
to  meet  in  joint  sub-district  convention  to  discuss  and  remedy  their  sub- 
district  mining  conditions  as  will  be  presented. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  0.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  132. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  In  the  past  two  years  the  cost  of  living  has  increased  from 
15  to  25  per  cent.;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  no  international  agreement  be  signed  between  the  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.  and  mine  operators  without  including  an  increase  in  wages  and 
better  conditions. 

Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  133. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Resolved,  That  all  overtime  work  and  Sunday  work  be  paid  time  and 
a  half  and  a  reduction  of  working  hours  from  eight  hours  to  six  hours  daily. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


870 

RESOLUTION  NO.  134. 

DanviUe,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  dockiug  claoae  in  the  State  of  HUboU 
is  unfair;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  where  a  miner  sends  up  impurity  in  his  coal  that  ke 
shall  not  be  docked  for  any  less  than  one  hundred  pounds  of  dirt  to  the 
ton,  and  for  the  first  offense  he  shall  be  fined  three  hundred  pounds  of  clean 
coal;  and  for  the  second  ofifensc  he  shall  be  fined  five  hundred  pounds  of 
clean  coal;  and  for  the  third  offense  he  shall  be  fined  ten  hundred  pounds 
of  clean  coal;  and  that  the  mine  committee  and  mine  manager  shall  imme- 
diately after  the  third  offense  go  to  the  working  place  of  the  party  so  fined 
and  make  an  investigation  of  his  working  place.  And  if  it  is  proven  that 
the  man  cannot  clean  the  coal  he  shall  be  given  another  working  place  and 
check  weighman  have  power  over  the  docking  clause.  Said  fine  to  go  to 
checkweigh  fund. 

Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary -Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  135. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Be  it  Resolved,  That  a  scale  be  made  for  sand  rock  in  Sub-District  No. 
3,  of  District  12,  as  it  is  deficiency  work. 
Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary -Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  136. 

DanviUe,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  There  is  ii  vast  difference  in  the  two  different  veins  of  tbt 
Danville  district,  there  should  bo  a  different  scale  for  timbering  in  the  top 
vein;  therefore,  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  we  demand  a  differential  of  10  cents  more  per  ton  as 
;  requires  more  work  in  the  top  vein  than  it  does  in  the  bottom  vein. 
Endorsed  by  the  Snb-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  137. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  men  working  around  the  rock  cleaners  in  the  Danville 
strict  do  not  belong  to  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  and  working  nine  hours  per 
ly;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  rock  cleaners  join  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and  be  paid 
lo  scale  price. 

Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  139. 

Danville,  111.,  January  3,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  mine  manager  has  under  our  present  contract  absolute 
»wer  to  hire  and  discharge;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  penalty  be  placed  on  said  mine  manager  who  so  un- 
stly  deals  with  the  miner  when  he  has  proved  not  to  be  guilty  of  violat- 
g  any  part  of  the  contract,  and  that  when  so  proven  the  company  shall 
instate  him  and  pay  him  for  all  lost  time  at  scale  rate.  With  the  refusal 
'  taking  back  his  old  place  if  he  so  desires,  Sub-District  President  having 
»wer  to  act. 

Endorsed  by  the  Sub-District  Board. 

EVAN  EVANS,  President. 

FRANK  H.  THOMAS,  Vice-President. 

H.  C.  STUEBE,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  143. 
^'liercas.  The  weighing  of  coal  before  it  is  screened  would  remove  the  cause 
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for  dispute  as  to  the  condition  of  the  screen  and  the  dumping  of  coal,  eepeeiiUy 
when  screen  becomes  worn  out;  and. 

Whereas,  It  is  the  just  and  proper  way  in  which  we  should  be  paid;  tbe^^ 
fore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  that  all  coal  be  paid  for  before  it  is  screened, 
and  that  the  next  contract  provide  for  a  mine-run  system  in  all  bitaminons 
districts. 

Signed  by  officers  of  Local  Union  2180,  Dunglen,  of  District  6,  Sub-Dis 
trict  5.  MARCO  BOTTOSSO,  President. 

WM.  HARRIS,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  145. 

Whereas,  Our  contract  expires  March  31,  1912,  and  when  the  delegates 
meet  in  the  joint  convention  to  make  a  new  scale,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  in  our  wage  contracts  that  aU  coal  openton 
require  bottom  coal  fit  for  market  to  be  taken  up. 

Whereas,  Some  mines'  bottom  coal  must  be  taken  up  by  the  miners  with- 
out extra  compensation;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  five  cents  extra  per  ton  over  contract  for  loading 
said  marketable  coal. 

Signed  by  officers  of  Local  Union  2180  of  District  6,  Sub-District  5. 

MARCO  BOTTOSSO,  President. 
WM.  HARRIS,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  146. 

Local  Union  No.  92,  District  No.  5,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Arnold  City,  Pa.,  January  5,  1912. 
To  the  Delegates  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  demands  a  20  per  cent  advance  for  mining 
coal  in  District  No.  5,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Resolved,  Also,  That  we  demand  $2.00  extra  for  moving  a  aeven-nin  cut  of 
slate  and  setting  the  roof  posts;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  a  single  standard  of  mine-run  throughout  tke 
Pittsburg  district;  and  be  it  still  further 
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Resolved,  That  eight  hours,  from  bank  to  bank,  shall  constitute  a  day's 
vork  in  the  Pittsburg  district. 

FRANK  LEITHOLD,  President. 
HERBERT  WEBSTER,  Secretary. 
HERBERT  WEBSTER. 
PAUL  LEITHOLD. 
EDWARD  BREAKWELL. 
WILLIAM  VANCE. 
t^RANK   PALFREY. 

Resolutions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  147. 

Local  Union  No.  92,  District  No.  5,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Arnold  City,  Pa.,  January  5,  1912. 
*o  the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Resolved,  That  the  delegates  at  this  convention  demand  five  (5)  cents  a  ton 
ztra  for  loading  coal  in  a  one-eyed  room,  for  the  reason  that  a  man  has  to 
audle  the  coal  in  his  butt  shot  two  times  to  get  it  in  the  wagon;  and  be  it 
nrther 

Resolved,  That  the  scale  for  1912  be  based  on  machine  mining  instead  of 
ick  mining. 

Resolved,  Also,  That  all  the  members  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  be  fined  $1.00 
P  they  do  not  attend  their  local  meeting  at  least  once  a  month. 

FRANK  LEITHOLD,  President. 
HERBERT  WEBSTER,  Secretary. 
HERBERT  WEBSTER. 
PAUL  LEITHOLD. 
EDWARD  BREAKWELL,  SR. 
WILLIAM  VANCE. 
FRANK  PALFREY. 

Resolntions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  148. 

Bridegport,  Ohio,  January  3,  1912. 
'o  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Be  it  Resolved,  We,  the  delegates  to  this,  the  twenty-third  annual  conven- 
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tion,  go  on  record  as  demanding  a  weekly  pay  day,  and  that  we  instruct  the 
.Joint  Scale  Committee  to  demand  the  same. 

THOMAS  HUGHES,  President. 

ADAM  SMITH,  Recording  Secretary. 

WM.  A.  MICHOLS,  Financial  Secretary. 

Local  Union  2380,  West  Wheeling,  Ohio. 

RESOLT'TION  NO.  149. 

Pana,  111.,  January  6,  1912. 
The  following  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  101,  U. 
M.  W.  of  A.: 

We,  Local  Union  No.  101,  ask  all  other  local  unions  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  to  instruct  their  delegates  to  the  next  convention  to 
demand  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  the  National  agreement  providing  for  the 
o])en  market  in  so  far  as  mine  supplies  are  concerned.  Also  to  demand  a  we^ 
pay  day,  and  that  to  be  on  Saturday,  with  a  half  holiday  on  said  day. 
Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  101,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

JEFF  FRENCH,  President. 
JOE  LETACON,  Vice-President. 
JOHN  FOUGHT,  Recording  Secretary. 
C.  M.  SPICER,  Financial  Secretary. 
R.  D.  CALL,  Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  152. 

St.  David,  HI.,  January  5,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Whereas,  Tho  experiences  of  1906  proved  that  dividing  into  districts 
to  meet  our  exploiters  strengthened  the  enemy  and  caused  endless  dissen 
sioD  in  our  ranks;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  interest  of  all  miners,  and  the  working 
class  in  general,  can  best  be  served  by  unflinching  solidarity  in  the  fac* 
of  the  class  that  reap  the  fruits  of  our  toil;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention,  in  the  event  of  the  several  coal  oper 
ators'  associations  refusing  to  meet  us  as  an  interstate  convention,  thM 
we  formulate  a  scale  of  wages  that  we  will  work  for  subject  to  a  revision 
hy  our  organization  at  any  time  without  notice;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  movement  be  set  on  foot  to  secure  concerted  action 
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y  the  unorganized  miners  to  better  their  conditions  and  to  extend  the 
rganization  into  all  parts  of  the  country. 

EDW.  WILLIAMS,  Delegate  L.  U.  860,  District  12. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  154. 

Shawnee,  Ohio,  January  3,  1912. 
o  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of 

tbo  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  Assembled: 

Owing  to  the  present  industrial  conditions  of  the  country,  particularly 
ie  mining  industry,  and  the  increased  cost  of  living,  we,  the  members  of 
ocal  Union  186,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  make  the  following  demand: 

1.  That  we  demand  an  advance  of  10  per  cent,  above  the  present  min- 
ig  rates  and  a  proportionate  advance  for  all  dead  work  and  day  labor. 

2.  That  we  demand  the  mining  rates  be  made  on  a  strictly  run-of-mine 
isis. 

Endorsed  by  Local  Union  186. 

JOHN  H.  ERVIN,  President. 
SAMUEL  PASKELL,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  155. 

Shawnee,  Ohio,  January  3,  1912. 

0  the  Officers  and  Delegates  Assembled  at  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Con- 

vention : 

Whi>reas,  We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  186,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
allowing  resolution: 

Whereas,  The  law  prohibits  any  boy  from  entering  the  mine  until  he 
sixteen  years  of  age  unless  he  has  passed  the  seventh  grade  in  his  educa- 
on,  which  allows  him  to  enter  at  fourteen  years  of  age;  and, 

Whereas,  We  have  got  a  good  many  aged  men  who  have  mined  coal 

1  their  lives  and  have  to  go  to  trapping  doors,  and  we  believe  the  present 
ale  of  wages  for  trappers  is  not  sufficient.  We  recommend  that  they  re- 
vive $1.75  per  day  under  the  new  scale. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  186. 

JOHN  H.  EBVIN,  President. 
SAMUEL  PASKELL,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  166. 
Whereas,  We,  the  officers  and  members  of  Loeal  Union  777,  loeated  at 
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West  Brownsville,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  have  realized  that  tbe  ean  ii 
some  parts  of  District  5  are  too  large  for  men  to  paak,  eapeeially  one  mu; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  that  a  car  weighing  over  1,500  poosds  be 
hauled  to  the  face  of  the  room  or  any  working  place. 

WM.  MATHIES. 

JOHN  H.  NOCHTA. 

W.  J.  WATT. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  157. 

Locjil  Union  777  demands  that  a  run  of -mine  basis  be  established 
throughout  District  No.  5. 

WM.  MATHIES. 
JOHN  H.  NOCHTA. 
W.  J.  WATT. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  158. 

We  demand  that,  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  living,  that,  we  asii 
for  a  10  per  cent,  increase  throughout  the  entire  country. 

WM.  MATHIES. 
JOHN  H.   NOCHTA. 
W.  J.  WATT. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  159. 

We  demand  that  the  company  pay  half  of  the  blacksmith's  wages  and 
the  miners  the  other  half,  and  if  there  is  any  overdraft  it  is  to  go  to  the 
union. 

WM.  MATHIES. 

JOHN  H.  NOCHTA. 

W.  J.  WATT. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  160. 

We  demand  that  when  a  neck  goes  over  two  cuts,  which  eaoses  extra 
shoveling,  that  we  bo  paid  15  cents  extra  per  ton,  or  where  slate  has  to 
be  moved  over  two  cuts  that  25  cents  extra  l)e  paid  per  yard. 

WM.  MATHIES. 

JOHN  H.  NOCHTA. 

W.  J.  WATT. 
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REHOLUTJON  NO.  165. 

Tono,  Wash.,  January  8,  1912. 
Section  6. 
To  uncompromisingly  demand  that  eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank  shall 
constitute  a  day's  work  and  that  not  more  than  eight  hours  shall  be  worked 
in  any  one  day  by  any  mine  worker.  The  very  nature  of  our  employment, 
shut  out  from  the  sunlight  and  pure  air,  working  by  the  aid  of  artificial 
light  (in  no  instance  to  exceed  one  candle-power),  would  in  itself  strongly 
indicate  that  of  all  men  a  coal  miner  has  the  most  righteous  claim  to  an 
oight-hour  day. 

Signed  by  the  Resolutions  Committee: 

GEORGE  T.  VIGLEY. 

BERT  WILSON. 

PAT  HUGHES. 

DAN  E.  DAVIS,  President. 

CALEB  BERG,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  18L 

Staunton,  111.,  January  n,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis, 

Ind.: 

Whereas,  The  present  definition  of  the  eight-hour  work  day  is  unsatisfac- 
tory and  in  many  cases  is  nearer  to  a  nine  or  ten-hour  day ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  convention  demand  an  eight-hour  work  day  from  start- 
ing time  to  quitting  time  exclusive  of  noon  time  with  a  half  holiday  on  Satur- 
day. 

Approved  by  L.  U.  No.  755,  Staunton,  111. 

EDW.  A.  WIECK, 
FRANK  W.   8CHAEFER, 

RESOLUTION  NO.  182. 

Staunton,  111.,  January  6,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Convention  of  the  IT.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Indianapolis, 

Ind.: 

Whereas,  Most  crafts  have  as  an  important  clause  in  their  contract,  one 
calling  for  extra  pay  for  overtime,  and 
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^  ir-T-B..-.     I.-  "  -i:*-:   :*:-•  •        -•«•;■•  1  f  •kr:T-*i|[fct-k*T«r  n«»<»k  und  experts  its 

'S"a»fr»a.-    T:i*   :-rr:L3i»»  >  i    iftrj=^a:  »o  v«r  oi^Dization  and  keei*  ao 

Ei5*;iin»':.  Tizk*.  z'nir  •'TT^aii.ia  r^orazd  riaw  aad  on^-balf  for  week  day  uvw- 

Apt r :•-**:  'J  :_  ''.  X  .  '-.-.  ^-a —.:•-=.  IlL 

EDW.  A.  WIECK. 
FRAXK  W.  Si^HAEFER, 


8E>«.»Lrnt»N  NO.  I'si. 

:^axiBtoii,  liL.  Januarr  6.  191:!. 
:'     -..e  T-«=a:y-Tr.:r.l  A--':n:  OrTer-'ri'-n  .*f  rfe*  T.  M.  W.  of  A..  Iniliana}i>lK 
In-L: 

Whi^-reas.  Th*?  •'•<:  .>f  li^ng  la>  ir.-rv?'!^!  with  I«*nps  and  hounds  and  the 
••^n':*n..ie«  «h'.w  i  -still  higher  "Wst.  atd 

Wr..^rea*.  In  the  slaek  trade  «ea5c-c    lay  latwrers  cannot  meet  their  liabiii 
n*-^  witL  tfc^  Iiw  <«^Ie  psi-l  and  irr»»s;:uiar  work;  th«»refore,  he  it 

Ke9*3ive«J.  That  an  effort  be  matle  to  have  the  swale  for  dar  Iabc»r  raised  t ' 
H  mr-re  e«4ual  «taEdard  with  other  work  in  the  mine. 
Appro^eti  by  L.  l*.  No.  T^o.  Staunt«^u.  IlL 

EDW.  A.  WIECK, 
FRAXK  W.  SCHAEFER, 


RESOLITIOX  XO.  1S6. 

Klein,  Mont..  January  10,  1912. 
Fie?*oi\el.   That    all   contnuts  expire  at   one  time  and  that  no  one  or 
two   mint^^  or  <iistricts  enter  into  an   agreement  nntil  all  are  prepared  to 
«lo  so. 

DAVID  DOW, 

W.   MUXSTOX   JONES, 

HERMAN   MOREY, 

Committee. 
Adopt«:d  by  1..   I*.  WU.  KKin.  Mont. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  187. 

KleiD,  Mont.,  January  10,  1912. 
Kesolved  That  a  system  of  shot  firers  be  established  where  coal  is  to 
3  blasted. 

DAVID  DOW, 

W.   MUNSTON  JONES, 

HERMAN  MOREY, 

Committee. 
Adopted  by  L.  U.  Olf),  Klein,  Mont. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  188. 

Klein,  Mont.,  January  10,  1912. 
Reduction  in  the  hours  of  labor  from  eight  to  six  hours  per  day. 

DAVID  DOW, 
W.   MUNSTON   JONES, 
HERMAN   MOREY, 

Committee. 
Adopted  by  L.  I^.  9L5,  Klein,  Mont. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   19L 

Pittsburg,  Wash. 
[>   the  Officers  and   Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third   Annual  Convention  of 
the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  wo,  the  delegates  to  the  Twenty-third  Annual 
3nvention,  unite  in  our  efforts  in  trying  to  get  all  contracts  under  the  U.  M. 
^  of  A.  to  expire  on  the  same  date;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  should  this  convention  fail  to  adopt  this  policy  that 
e,  the  delegates  from  the  Mountain  districts,  which  comprise  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  Montana,  Washington,  Alberta  and  British  Columbia,  and  Van- 
mver  Island,  shall  meet  in  joint  conference  and  try  and  devise  ways  and 
eans  whereby  all  contracts  of  these  districts  shall  expire  on  same  date. 
Local  Union  No.  2869. 

Presented   by   WM.   SHORT,   Pittsburg,   Wash. 

RESOLI^TION  NO.  195. 

Alderson,  Okla.,  January  9,   1912. 
reetings  from  Local  Union  1816,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  to  the  Twenty-third  An- 
nual  Convention,   Assembled   in   Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Resolved,  by  the  officers  and  members  of  Local  Union  1816,  U.  M    W 
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of  A.,  in  rej^ular  soss»iou  :tsscmble<l.  we  ti-^k  that  a  uniform  price  \*e  paid  ob 
hriishini^  ami  bottom  rock  throughout  Distri<'t  21,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

8.  H.  NOBLES. 
MIKE  TAS80, 
J.   W.   ANDERSON, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  197. 

Fair  Haven,  Pa.,  January  16,  1912. 
Resolved,  by   Local    I'nion    Hi4S,  That   wo   hold  our  International  con 
vrntion    in    Man-h,   insteiid    of   January,   in   order   not   to   give   operators  a 
(•h:inri>  to  stairk  coal  before  April  1;  also  to  demand  run-of-mine  system  anii 
10  p<T  r«*nt.  r.dvanre  over  run-of-mine  basis. 

MARK    FERNBACK, 
WM.  HAGEN, 
PETER   JACOBS, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION   NO.  199. 

Whereas,  The  differential  between  pick  and  machine  mining  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  is  not  fixed  at  a  permanent  basis;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  that  the  scale  be  based  on  a  differential 
of  22  cents  per  ton  between  pick  and  machine  mining,  the  same  as  it  origin- 
ally was  in  1S98;  and  be  it  further 

Resolvrd,  That  we  demand  a  five-hour  workday  on  all  Saturdays,  the 
hours  of  labor  to  be  from  7  a.-m.  to  12  o'clock,  noon;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  a  uniform  outside  day  wage  scale  for  all 
districts  affiliated  with  the  interstate  movement;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  on  all  classes  of 
inside  and  outside  day  labor.  JOHN  McOARTNEY, 

.rOSEPH  WILKES, 

Committee. 
Adopted  by  L.  U.  1339,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

FRANCIS  P.  LAMB,  Secretary. 
S.  PRESCOTT,  President. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  200. 

South  Burgettstown,  Pa. 
To  the  District  and  International  Officers  of  the  Twenty- third  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

We,  the  undersigned,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution  through 
our  delegate  for  your  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  through  your  wisdom  and  great  judgment  we  stand 
firm  for  a  closer  differential  between  pick  and  machine  mined  coal;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  who  are  affected  by  the  roster  coal  problem  get  a 
permanent  adjustment  affecting  all  mines  alike  that  have  the  roster  coal. 

THOMAS    ROBINSON,   President. 
R.  L.  YOUNG,  Recording  Secretary. 
ANDY  KISS,  Financial  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  201. 

Bryant,  Okla.,  January  3,  1912. 
Resolutions  adopted  by  Local  No.   2201,  located  at  Bryant,  Okla.    (Vic- 
toria mine),  for  the  purpose  of  modifying  a  scale  to  cov6r  the  price  of  min- 
ing the  low  coal  in  the  Henryetta  field: 

Resolved,  That  whereas  75  per  cent  of  the  coal  in  the  Victoria  mine  is 
lesB  than  two  feet  ten  inches  in  height;  and 

Whereas,  The  average  height  of  the  entire  mine  is  two  feet  seven  and 
one-fourth  inches;  and 

Whereas,  The  average  amount  of  coal  produced  per  keg  of  powder  in 
the  mine  is  ten  and  one-half  tons,  leaving  a  profit  of  $6.80  per  keg  of 
powder,  not  taking  into  consideration  the  cost  of  paper,  fuse,  oil,  etc.; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Local  Union  No.  2201  demand  the  scale  committee 
elected  at  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  be  instructed  to  consider  a 
scale  to  cover  the  low  coal  and  other  differences  met  with  in  the  Henryetta 
field  for  the  best  interest  of  the  labor  organization. 

BOY  BAY, 

L.    W.    HARBISON, 

S.  L.  POOLE, 

Committee. 
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RE80LUTI0X  NO.  202. 

Van  Voorhis,  Pa^  JannmrT  17.  191L 
Wberf-ns,  It   h»K  l*eeii  determiued  tlint   in  arcordanee  witb  past  agree 
r/i«.'DtB  the  operators  have  received  too  mucb  for  piek  sharpening:  tlierefort. 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  ilemanil  that  the  pri«»e  for  piek  sharpening  be  if 
follows: 

Pick  miners,  three-fourth  cents  on  the  dollar. 
Maf*hinf>  miners  one-thinj  ceutj^  on  the  dollar. 

.Signed)     THAS.  MABKELL.  President. 
JOHN    S.    PALTX,    Secretarv. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2U3. 

Van  Voorhis,  Pa.,  January  17,  1912. 
Whereas:.  Mule  drivers  are  ('ompelled  to  hameas  their  mules  and  tak^ 
them  to  the  side  tra«*k  by  seven  o'clock  and  do  not  leave  the  side  track  ostil 
four  o'clock,  which  means  to  the  drivers  practically  a  ten-honr  day;  thcre^ 
fore,  be  it 

RePolve<l.  That  we  demand  that  the  drivers  be  paid  from  the  time  tTier 
U*ave  the  barn  until  they  return  and  that  the  company  have  men  to  harnev« 
und   unharness  the  mule«. 

(Signed)     CHAS.  MARKELL,   President. 
JOHN  a  PALIN.  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  205.    - 

Lattimer  Mines,  Pa..  January  9.  191*J. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Local  Union  No.  1497,  V.  M.  W.  of  A.,  held  or 
tlie  above  date,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  and  ordered  transmitted  to 
the  scale  committee  of  the  Twenty -third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Mi"^ 
Workers  of  America: 

\N7iereas,  the  hard  nature  of  anthracite  coal  compels  the  anthracite  miner* 
to  purchase  a  vast  amount  of  powder,  blasting  material  and  other  supplies;  an<l 

Whereas,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  there  is  no  uniform  price  paid  for 
powder  or  supplies,  some  oomj>anies  charging  40  per  cent,  more  for  powder  Rn<l 
supplies  than  other  companies;  and 

Whereas,  we  l)elieve  this  system  to  be  unjust,  as  the  coal  companies  pay 
a  uniform  price  to  the  manufacturers;  therefore,  be  it 
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Resolved,  By  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Mine 
/^orkers  of  America,  that  the  scale  committee  be  authorized  to  bring  this 
atter  to  the  attention  of  the  anthracite  mine  operators,  and  try  to  have  a  uni- 
irm  selling  price  for  powder  and  supplies  established  in  the  anthracite  coal 
gion.  (Signed)     CHARLES  DINSMORE, 

ELMER  HILL, 
WILLIAM  COSTELLO, 
PRANK  RAY, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  206. 

Lattimer  Mines,  Pa.,  January  9,  1912. 
At  the  regular  meeting  of  Local  Union  No.  1497,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  held  on 
e  above  date,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  and  ordered  transmitted  to 
e  scale  committee  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Mine 
'orkers  of  America: 

Whereas,  There  is  a  vast  difference  in  the  rates  of  wages  paid  to  company 
en  in  and  around  the  anthracite  coal  mines;  and 

Whereas,  In  some  cases  there  is  five  or  ten  different  rates  of  wages  paid 
»r  one  particular  and  uniform  class  of  work;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  a  uniform  day  rate  should  be  established  for  all 
ly  men  in  the  anthracite  field;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Mine 
orkers  of  America,  that  the  scale  committee  be  authorized  to  try  and  have 
e  wage  rates  of  company  men  of  the  anthracite  region  equalized,  or  a  mini- 
um uniform  rate  established  for  the  different  classes  of  company  work. 

(Signed)     WILLIAM  COSTELLO, 
CHARLES  DINSMORE, 
ELMER  HILL, 
FRANK  RAY, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  207. 

Bentleyville,  Pa.,  January  12, 1912. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  2278  working  at 

e  Acme  mine.  No.  1  and  No.  2,  of  the  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland  Coal 

>mpan7,  demand  the  thin  vein  prices  at  those  mines.     This  company  has 

her  mines  in  this  vicinity  with  the  same   thickness  of  coal  and  the  same 
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thickness  of  slate,  paying  the  thin  vein  prices.  We  would  like  to  see  a  teak 
of  wages  on:  Scale  for  grippers,  pumpers,  braddiceman,  shot  fires  and  tfltn 
<lrivers.  as  we  believe  that  this  line  of  labor  should  be  considered  skiUed 
labor.  PAT  HOLLERAX,  President. 

NICK  REBRICK,  Recording  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  211. 
To  the  international  Scale  Committee: 

We  ask  for  20  per  cent,  advance  on  all  tonnage,  yardage,  day  work  aid 
dead  work.  A  uniform  differential  in  all  di$>tricts  not  to  be  greater  than 
seven  cents  per  ton;  all  coal  weighed  before  screening;  six  hours  to  coc 
slitute  a  day'S'Work. 

An  equal  division  of  the  work  at  mines  where  the  company  owns  mort- 
(han  one  mine,  and  a  uniform  shot -firing  system  in  all  districts  where 
powder  is  used  in  any  mine. 

Referred  to  the  International  Si'ale  Committee  from  the  convention  of 
5>ub  Oistriot  No.  r»  of  District  12  U.  M.  \V.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  214. 

Frontenac,  Kan.,  January  6,  1912. 
Whereas,  Believing  that  the  miners  of  the  Southwest  in  1904,  by  allowing 
tl>e  time  of  making  their  contract  to  be  changed  from  fall  to  spring,  made  > 
mistake,  inasmuch  as  we  have  found  duriug  the  past  six  years  that  such  ehang? 
has  resulted  in  no  benefit  to  the  miners  of  the  East,  but  has  been  a  detrimeBt 
To  the  miners  of  the  Southwest  iu  different  ways;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  rei^uest  the  aid  of  our  national  organization  to  assist 
i.>  to  once  more  have  our  contract  commence  and  terminate  upon  the  same  dates 
:is  jTior  ti«  UHH.  namely.  CTmvne«cinij  Septeml>er  1.  and  ending  August  31. 

r.EORGE  MURPHY, 
JAMES  GALLAGHER, 
DAVID  AIKEX, 
ANTON  LONGO, 
PETER  WECHTER, 

Gommittee. 
Kudo^se^i  by  Lival  Union  No.  i:i5.  Froatenae.  Kan. 
JOHN  VXEMING.  President. 
PKTKR  WAUHTER,  S^vn^mry. 
JAMES  HAY.  IVleg^te. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  215. 

Local  rnioii  No.  615,  Fayette  City,  Pa.,  January  7,  1912. 
Resolved,  First,  we  the  miners  of  Ijocal  L'nion  No.  615  demand  an  advance 
of  10c  per  ton  on  run  of  mine  basis  tiiroughont  the  district  and  a  proportional 
advance  for  all  day  labor  in  or  around  the  mines. 

Resolved,  Second,  that  our  National  Constitution  be  so  amended  that  all 
members  must  attend  all  local  meetings  at  least  three  months  previous  to  our 
national  convention,  or  they  will  not  bo  eligible  to  be  delegates  to  our  national 
convention. 

THOMAS   WINN,   President. 
M.  H.  GREELY,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  216. 

Elizabeth,  Pa.,  January  8,  1912. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Local  Union  No.  2664  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  First,  seeing  there  are  a  great  number  of  men  now  working 
with  safety  lamps  at  both  machine  and  pick  mining,  and  seeing  that  it  is  a 
great  disadvantage 

Resolved,  That  we  se^'k  for  a  10  per  cent,  advance  above  the  scale 
rates  for  men  using  the  same. 

Resolved,  Second — That  wheii  any  man  has  to  be  doubled  up,  each  man 
shall  have  the  right  to  choose  his  ow^n  partner,  providing  he  works  in  the 
same  mine. 

Resolved,  Third — Seeing  that  the  charge  for  pick  sharpening  is  ex- 
cessive, that  the  price  be  reduced  to  one-half  cent  on  the  dollar  for  machine 
mining  and  one  cent  on  the'  dollar  for  pick  work. 

Resolved.  Fourth — That  wo  seek  to  have  the  next  scale  based  on  run 
of  mine  basis. 

Resolved,  Fifth — That  the  j)rohibitivo  price  of  living  is  our  reason  in  Hsking 
for  10  per  cent,  advance  on  the  next  scale. 

(Signed)     SIDNEY   GEARY,  President. 

J.   S.   HAMILTON,   Recording   Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  217. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  minors  of  Eureka  Local  2273,  demand  the 
following  resolutions: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


886 

Resolved,    Kirst — TLat   we   dniiaiid   our  |>ay  every  two  weeks  and  bo 
three- week  pays. 

Resolved,  Second — That   no  rilis  l»e  cut  with  miuing  niaehiDes. 
Resolved,    Third — Thut    the    comiug    scale    be   made    more   plain,  tfi 
we  be  paid  more  for  thick  j>late,  and  also  be  paid  more  for  cutting  eltv 
veins  or  sparrows. 

Resolved,  Fourth — That  we  demand  10  per  cent,  of  an  increase  id 
wH^es  for  both  inside  and  out. 

Resolved.  Fifth — That  the  outside  men  be  taken  into  the  union. 
Resolved,  Sixth — That   miners  not   be  made  to  push  a  wagon  farther 
than  50  feet. 

Resolved,  Seventh — That  we  denmnd  8  hours'  work  from  bank  to  bank. 
Resolved,    Eighth — Thiit    all    coal    loaded    along    the    haulage    ways   l:>e 
rndited  to  check-weighnu'n,  said  coal  to  be  loaded  by  a  day  man. 

Resolved,  Ninth — That  \v#»  demand  the  miners  of  District  No.  5  to  hire 
their  own  bla<'ksmith  and  deduct  his  wages  the  same  as  check-weighmen. 

Refioivei],  T«-nth — That  we,  the  miners  of  District  No.  5,  demand  our 
<»wn   mine  inspector  and   scale   inspector. 

Resolved,  Eleventh---That  we  demand  a  duplicate  statement  or  stul 
showing  the  amount  drawn. 

Resolved,  Twelfth — That  we  demand  pay  for  cutting  places  where 
timber  has  to  be  moved  and  said  price  to  be  mentioned  in  scale. 

Resolved,  Thirteenth — That   we  demand  a   half  holiday  on   Saturdays 
(Signed)     WM.    F.   CRILLEY, 

JOHN  F.  SCHNEIDER, 
JOHN  8.   RHODES, 
AUGUST    A.    SCHNEIDER, 
C.   A.   SWICKEY, 

Committee, 

RKSOLUTION  NO.  218. 

Indianapolis,   Ind.,  Jan.   16,   1912. 
To  the  23rd  Annual  Convention  here  assembled: 

We  herewith  recommend,  we  uncompromisingly  demand  an  eight-hour 
day  from  bank  to  bank,  for  all  classes  of  work  iu  or  about  the  mine«, 
arid  the  differential  machine  and  pick  mining  rate  be  reduced  in  Michigan. 

ANDREW   DIAMOND, 
Local  Union  No.  2414,  District  24. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  220. 

Becks  Run,  January  9,  1912. 
Resolved,  First — That  we,  the  miners  of  Becks  Run,  insist  on  having 
a  two-weeks'  pay  and  a  half  holiday  on  pay  day,  and  pay  at  11:30  a.  m. 

Resolved,  Second — That  we,  the  miners  of  Becks   Runs,   request  that 
the  convention  be  called  later  in  the  year. 

Resolved,  Third — That  we  insist  that  we  have  an  outside  scale. 
Resolved,  Fourth — That  the  dead  work  shall  be  made   more  plain,  s(- 
that  the  miner  and  the  boss  ^hall  not  make  any  agreement. 

Resolved,  Fifth — That  the  cutter  get  paid  for  all  the  i>osts  that  he 
set  and  the  miner  stay  away  from  his  place  till  it  is  cut. 

Resolved,  Sixth — That  we  insist  that  the  mining  laws  be  enforced,  and  that 
sufficient  timber  be  kept  in  the  miners'  room. 

Resolved,  Seventh — That  all  mining  tools  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
company. 

Resolved,  Eighth — That  we  stop  the  practice  of  giving  the  three  days 
or  a  week  for  dirty  coal. 

ADAM   SYNDER,   President. 
TOM  WYSE,  Secretary. 
JOS.   RODGERS,   Delegate. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  221. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  special  committee  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Resolved,  First — Whereas,  at  the  mines  in  this  vicinity  we  are  con- 
stantly having  trouble  regarding  the  drastic  measures  adopted  by  the  com- 
pany's officials  in  regard  to  loading  ^irty  coal,  and  the  punishment  im- 
posed upon  the  miners  at  these  mines;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  district  officials  take  some  action  and  try  to  have 
it  remedied  and  put  in  the  district  agreement  to  govern  same. 

Resolved,  Second — That  there  are  a  great  number  of  men  at  work  with 
safety  lamps,  at  both  machine  and  pick  mining,  and  seeing  that  it  is  u 
^reat  disadvantage; 

Resolved  that  we  seek  for  a  10  per  cent,  advance  above  all  rates 
existing. 

Resolved,  Third — That  where  any  man  has  to  be  doubled  up  each  man 
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slisill   havo  1iH»  right  of  r-lioosin^r   hin  own   partner,  providing  he  works  in 
iho  mine. 

ResolvfMl,  Foiiith — That  we  he  ]>ai<l  5  rents  per  foot  for  drilling  straight 
and  flanking  holes,  when  required  to  do  so. 

Kesolved,  Fifth — That  the  mules  be  cleaned  and  harnessed  retd; 
for  the  drivers  to  tako  to  work,  and  shall  be  turned  in  as  they  come  from 
work. 

Resolved,  Sixth — Seeing  that  the  charge  for  pick  sharpening  is  ei- 
oessive;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  tin*  i»rice  be  reduced  to  one-half  cent  on  the  dollar  for 
machine  work,  and  one  cent  c^n  the  dollar  for  pick  work. 

Resolved,  Seventh — That  \\here  the  machine  cuts  out  the  rib,  that 
where  a  man  has  to  take  out  the  r<»mainder  of  the  rib  by  pick  mining,  he 
be  paid  day  wages  for  taking  the  same  out. 

Resolved,  Eighth — That  we  seek  to  have  the  next  scale  based  on  a  niv 
of  mine  basis. 

Resolved,  Ninth — That,  seeing  the  present  prohibitive  price  of  living 
we  ask  for  a  10  per  cent,  advance  on  the  next  scale. 

Apj>roved  by  L.  U.  No.  11)47,  Elizabeth,  Pa. 

(Signed)     JOHN    A.   BATCH, 
ED.   ROGERS, 
MURPHY  MARTIN, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  222. 

Appeal  to  Members  of  United  Mine  Workers  of  America: 

The  land  would  be  a  desert  or  a  dense  forest  through  the  present  tinn^. 
if  the  hands  of  manhood  had  been  idle  or  laid  down  to  rest,  but  tbr 
workers  of  all  ages,  of  all  eras,  had. worked  so  hard  at  the  point  that  tbi 
<!esert,  the  forest,  are  now  turned  and  converted  into  big  eities,  in  nic- 
towns  of  all  shapes,  in  a  nice  and  comfortable  garden. 

Hut  who  had  all  this  done?  Who  did  the  big  transformation f  Tb' 
workers  only,  only  the  workers  of  the  past,  of  the  present  time,  becaustf 
every  stt»p  in  the  history  of  human  ])rogress  is  irrigated  and  bathed  with 
the   blood  and   tears  of  the   worker. 

The  forest  turned  into  gardens  or  into  nice  producing  land;  the  lonj: 
tunnels  under  and  across  the  high  mountains,  the  swift  railway  trains: 
the  great  canals,  the  big  factories,  deep  mines  of  every  kind,  every  piece 
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of  work,  big  or  small,  is  painted  of  red.  That  is,  of  our  blood  and  they 
speak  language  of  our  fatigue  and  of  our  tears.  Now  who  should  be  the 
owners  except   the  working  class. 

But  at  the  present  time  you  may  see  nothing  of  this  at  all  because 
the  worker  today  is  in  the  most  deplorable  condition.  The  worker  today 
suffers  hunger  and  thirst,  suffers  in  all  seasons  and  all  kinds  of  weather. 

Do  you  know  whyf  It  is  easy  to  say:  Because  the  commonwealth 
'  has  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  a  small  number  of  nothing-doing  rich 
men.  From  this  deplorable  condition  you  can  see  the  starving  condi- 
tion of  the  working  class,  securely  nailed  at  the  present  time. 

Any  one  can  see  what  the  present  conditions  are,  and  they  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  be  changed.  It  is  absolutely  necessary.  The  worker 
should  remember  that  he  is  equal  to  any  man — not  at  all  inferior  than 
the  rich  man,  and  like  the  rich,  the  worker  has  got  the  same  right  to  com- 
•  ply  to  its  personal   needs. 

For  a  long  time  we  have  thought  over  this  bad  condition,  and  we  are 
anxious  to  have  some  changes.  Some  times  we  light  over  it  with  great 
courage,  too,  but  we  have  not  found  the  right  way  yet.  We  fell  from  one 
mistake  to  another  and  our  condition  is  always  the  same.  We  wasted, 
and  we  waste  yet,  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money.  That  is  what  we 
have  done  to  the  present  time.  Do  you  know  whyf  Because  the  methods 
used  on  our  battlefields  are  too  old  and  without  power.  The  perpetuated, 
the  daily  defeats  sustained  from  the  working  class.  They  tell  so.  The 
hope  of  many  is  turned  down  and  when  they  talk  over  the  unions,  you 
may  hear  them  laugh. 

This  is  the  reason  why  is  borne  in  us  the  ardent  desire  to  see  some- 
thing new  done,  and  by  our  organization.  This  is  the  reason  why  we, 
the  miners  of  Local  1522,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  send  this  manifest  to  everyone 
in  the  ranks,  and  we  make  an  appeal  for  you  to  think  it  over  and  see 
what  is  for  our  best  interests  and  our  best  rights.  This  would  certainly  lead 
to  the  emancipation,  the  freedom,  of  the  working  class.  This  also  is  the 
reason  why  this  policy  should  be  accepted  and  sustained  by  every  one  that 
likes  to  sncceed  in  this  strenuous  fight  of  ours — for  our  rights. 

Here  is  a  short  list  of  the  most  important  demands  over  which  we  ask 
the  careful  consideration  of  all  interested  in  the  cause  of  the  working  class, 
especially  the  coal  miners: 

1.  Calling  of  a  geueral  strike  in  case  of  conflict  between  the  capitalist 
and  the  workers. 
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2.  Abolishing  of  collective  contract  between  the  eapitalist  and  tk 
worker. 

3.  Abolishing  of  arbitration  in  cane  of  strike. 

4.  Abolishing  of  weighing  system. 

5.  The  working  day  reduced  to  six  hours. 

6.  The  right  of  any  local  to  go  on  strike  any  time  their  members  think 
necessary  to  do  so. 

7.  To  force,  or  to  make  the  company  pay  a  definite  sum  of  money  in 
case  of  accident  while  at  work,  or  to  insure  our  life. 

Some  may  think  that  these  demands  are  exorbitant,  but  we  don't  he 
lieve  HO.  Some  may  think  that  the  time  is  not  ripe  yet  for  such  reforma- 
tion,  but  if  you  look  over  the  matter  carefully,  you  may  easily  convinee 
vourself  that  these  demands  are  absolutely  necessary  to  be  obtained  by  the 
union/  except  in  case  we  like  to  be  a  sterilized  herd  of  mutton.  The  rigbt 
of  the  above  demands  is  easy  for  every  one  to  understand. 

The  general  strike  is  an  indestructable  argument.  The  weighing  sys- 
tem is  a  continued  robbery  upon  us,  upon  our  blood. 

The  eight  hours  work  is  very  weakening  to  the  miners  under  ground, 
and  where  the  light  and  air  is  artificially  made. 

Now  we  call  attention  to  the  consideration  of  this  by  every  local,  of 
every  member  of  every  local,  of  every  miner,  of  every  man  interested  in 
freedom  of  the  working  class,  to  find  anything  wrong  or  unjust  in  these 
demands,  let  it  be  known,  but  if  they  are  found  right,  we  ask  each  and 
every  one  to  take  them  up,  to  co-operate  for  the  application  and  realism 
of  them. 

Wake  up,  Brother  Workers,  we  sleep  too  much.  Go  out  and  fight  for 
these  demands,  and  by  so  doing  we  certainly  make  of  the  union  a  strong- 
hold from  which  we  can  turn  down  the  capitalistic  system  and  on  the 
debris  build  up  the  free  society  of  the  redeemed  worker. 

Miners  of  Local  No.  1523,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Cedar  Point,  Illinois. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  228. 

Resolved,  First — To  have  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall  adopted  and 
placed  in  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  Second — That  we  have  the  run  of  mine  system  adopted  througbont 
the  entire  country. 

Resolved,  Third — That  we  endeavor  to  have  all  business  done  at  one  inter- 
national convention  and  do  away  with  the  calling  of  more  than  one  convention. 
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The  foregoing  resolutions  were  made  and  adopted  at  the  regular  meeting 
of  Local  Union  No.  1718,  on  December  26,  1911,  and  are  hereby  presented  to 
you  for  your  consideration. 

ROBT.    SCHNEIDER,    President. 

C.  W.  KOHL,  Secretary. 

GEORGE  BENDALL,  Delegate. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  224. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  convention  as- 
sembled, go  on  record  demanding  that  the  two  weeks'  pay  day  be  incorporated 
in* all  wage  agreements  hereinafter  negotiated. 

LOCAL  2512,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Cle  Elum,  Wash. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  226. 

Whereas,  On  the  first  of  April,  1912,  contracts  expire  in  the  majority  of 
the  districts  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.;  and 

Whereas,  We  are  convinced  that  the  [)olicy  of  negotiating  district  and  sub- 
district  contracts  is  erroneous  and  can  only  result  in  that  failure  that  is  inevita- 
ble when  we  divide  our  forces  and  fight  in  battalions  instead  of  as  a  unit; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demonstrate  that  spirit  of  unity  of  which  we  so  much 
preach  by  refusing  to  sign  any  contract  until  all  contracts  are  negotiated;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  if  such  policy  should  precipitate  industrial  war  in  the  above 
mentioned  districts,  that  we  order  a  general  strike  of  all  coal  miners  to  enforce 
our  demands. 

LOCAL  2512,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Cle  Elum,  Wash. 

RESOLUTION  NO,  227. 

To  the  International  Convention  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Assembled  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

— Brother  Workmen: 

Whereas,  In  the  past,  at  conventions,  the  practice  of  scale  committees  and 
conventions  have  led  to  sore  and  sad  mistakes  to  the  rank  and  file  of  mine  work- 
ers, also  leaving  in  straits  and  destitution  those  who  are  not  responsible  for 
the  mistakes  of  the  conventions;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  First — That  if  a  scale  is  made  at  this  convention  for  any  and 
all  distriets,  the  same  should  be  enforced  to  all  districts  alike,  allowing  no  re- 
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inoMin^  iluToof  l>y  any  iiistri(*t  to  make  or  arrange  any  Mttlement  to  i 
wiuk  othor  than  that  of  Ww  s<>tt lenient  of  the  international  eonTention  of  tk 
U.  M.  W.  of  A.     AD  tlistriots  to  stand  hy  this  decision  that  no  changes  are  to 
!»«»  injhie  or  rtvojjnized. 

KeHt»hed.  S«vi»iul  — That  this  oonvention  decide  forever  to  act  as 
iiion  would  do;  to  lutvo  no  rt^onvontions;  that  the  coal  companies  come  hereto 
io|»ri>H««nt  their  inton'sts  »s  do  the  mine  workers.  They  are  and  should  he  hdd 
i(»i«|HM)siMe  for  theii  share  of  injustice  to  the  public  and  the  same  should  be 
iimdo  known  to  tluMn  in  >tn>nj:  torms:  that  if  not  complied  with,  the  results  and 
«Mtn«HH)uenof9  the\  must  share  alike  with  the  mine  workers,  the  judgment  of  the 
inniHont  puMu*  in  oase  oi  strike,  as  otherwise  would  be  termed,  "suspension." 

LOCAL  UNION  NO.  304,  BellevUle,  DL 

KKSiM.l'TlOX  NO.  22S. 

Oatlin.  111.,  January  4,  1912. 
W  hoivaN  1X>  da\  has  j::\er  >^   ii*;:eh  dissaiisfsction  under  the  present  sys- 
U'Ui  x»t   ^v^xiuji;   lK*refor\\  Iv  ii 

K\^>o:\oa.   rba!  \xo  detv.c:r.d  iv»>  <"•: v  a  w^pek.  and  that  pay  day  shsU  be  on 
*^.\M!»%Ji\;  av»i  S*  \:  f;:r:N*r 

K«^^.MXiN!.    VV^n:  >*i'  Vs\e  .s  ♦■?.':  K-*:oay  »^t.  such  i*ay  day. 

CHAa  BISHOP. 
rv.a  •.'^;v:   V^    :  >  a     :     :^  r    N   .   4:      f  •aiUu.  til.  Snb-District  No.  3  of 

ijiiT.^r^  lad^  January   1,  1912. 
W.'fTY'Av.    7'-:    ' -.v^si-'.-^      i   s:-.4-»-s    <.ry   hf^v-aiixy:   unnecessary    under  the 
.  \-^': :  T.v ":'.••*    :    •  . .^  'in--^      -  .*  *?*:*:;7jk"  5::rike  or  a  craft  strike,  L  the 

Ni;v  ".■T?-^      :   •!.;   i;-f~v    .■  -^iVs"-'     "  ^jf  '•^kT:? .■•■;t4  "».v*1  committeea,  do  snbait 

..,       .,,  -  .T^  -s;     -r-  f'  v T^      •:   f-^>.7^  .f  %V:  ^'sf  thc  T.  M.  W.  of  A. 

•  .js-  :,;->s  t-  ■;•  ^  ■  T  ^  ■  *.;  -  ..-,.-*    "i  ,:».•  --^^  -  •.♦ :  •!»:■  TTtx^ri'T  ai*  Ib  fsTor  of  a  gen- 

^  '  Kf     *   f        -• * '"Sv    .'.-^"T  ::•,'»•    "■:■'      i*-^ckr:7^\  it.  Ainerka.     If  we  si* 

•  >  ■  V     ii  ^x  '^'  .'  -.     .♦ '.  -  ^  ^  .       t-   TiH  r  f  T-c  ^feldrrti  quit  at  the  saaw 

-v  .•     '•••  '  *  "'^^T    -  <«■  .  •■'.  "f   ■"  <••'.-•  .^,.*t-v.T;  "ri»ffL  w>e  ci«a)d  f?et  our  pier- 

i-,\x  1 .-.    ^  ^        »•  .     .'   r.,.-   :•  *  ■•-    ,Tr4  -rj*  '»-:a;ji  he  heazaMe:  then  «^f 

■  '..    *  c    <  ■. -"y-v  '  :-  'V-  -M-    r  ..    .  .i.'. ■  \w  t:».-*t^  a»?  conjd  l>w<»uie  re- 

V  vx   .^^  ■•;  i.^      "^x  .  i,.-*    •  t.*^  ■    1  f   J.-**   7.r.-  ^frT:Ti4:  ^n.-q^  <»f  the  pwt* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


893 

P  what  we  produce,  and  we,  the  workers,  realize  from  past  experience  that  we 
innot  get  what  we  ought  to  have  without  a  general  strike;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  international  convention  assembled  does  hereby  unani- 
ously  endorse  a  general  strike  at  some  time  in  the  near  future  of  all  crafts 
,  the  United  States  of  America,  British  Columbia,  the  territories,  Mexico  and 
le  Klondike;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  resolution  l.c  printed  in  circular  form  and  sent 
'  all  organizations  in  the  different  states  and  territories  herein  mentioned. 

Yours  for  the  betterment  of  the  laboring  classes, 

W.  B.  PICKEL, 
159  J  St.,  N.  W.,  Linton,   Ind. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  399  (265  members). 

J.  B.  GRIFFIN,  President. 

W.  B.  PICKEL,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  232. 

Benton,  HI.,  January  1,  1912. 
Whereas,  A  great  number  of  our  members,  who  are  employed  in  coal  pro- 
icing,  have  to  work  night  shifts;  and 

Whereas,  The  conditions  at  the  coal  face  at  night  is  detrimental  to  health, 
ring  to  powder  smoke  from  day  shift  shots;  also,  the  ventilation  is  heavy, 
ring  to  a  large  number  of  men  working  in  the  mine  all  day;  and 

Whereas,  In  our  opinion,  coal  getting  is  unnecessary  at  night,  and  is  un- 
sired  by  our  organization;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  seek  to  have  coal  production  at  night  elimi- 
ted  from  aU  mines. 

S.   G.   DODSON. 
Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  2221,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  233. 

Benton,  111.,  January  1,  1912. 
Whereas,  Our  Constitution  calls  for  a  forty-eight-hour  working  week  and 
r  organization  expects  its  members  to  carry  it  out;  and 

Whereas,  The  operators  often  call  upon  our  members  to  work  longer  than 
iT  Ck)nstitution  allows,  doing  work  whereby  many  of  our  unemployed  brothers 
old  be  employed;  and 

Whereas,  We  labored  for  years  to  obtain  an  eight-hour  day,  whereby  out 
smbers  could  have  more  time  for  education,  recreation  and  home  comforts;  and 
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Whereas,  This  overtime  is  a  detriment  to  our  organisation  and  Iwepa  •» 
aniiy  of  unemployed  in  onr  ranks;  therefore,  be  it 

Rp!«olTed,  That  this  convention  demand  time  and  one-ha]f  for  week  day  o^er- 
finio  aiwl  double  time  for  Sunday  work. 

8.  G.  DODSON. 

Adopted  by  Ix>cal  IJnion  No.  2221,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  234. 

Benton,  Illinois,  January  1;  1912. 
We,  the  members  of  Local  No.  2221,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
Ro8olv<\  That  our  convention  seek  to  get  weekly  pay,  with  one  weeV 
URck  instpad  of  semi-monthly  pay  and  two  weeks  back. 

S.  G.  DODSON. 
Ailbptod  by  Local  Union  No.  2221,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  235. 

We,  the  members  of  Local  No.  2221,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 
Resolvoj  That  at  the  expiration  of  this  agreement,  we  work  eight  hours 
from  bank  to  bank. 

S.  G.  DODSON, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  236. 

Springfield,   Illinois,  January   7,   1912. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  a  common  custom  in  district  No.  12,  U.  M.  W.  of 
A.,  to  spend  enormous  sums  of  money  in  a  needless  way  on  account  of  the 
unfair  way  that  the  companies  refuse  to  pay  the  scale  or  to  give  the  right 
measurement  in  paying  for  horse-backs  and  dead  work  in  and  around  the 
mines  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 

Whereas,  The  great  majority  of  the  said  expense  is  caused  and  oc- 
casioned by  the  wrongful  acts  of  the  various  companies  as  aforesaid,  and 

Whereas,  The  majority  of  the  said  wrongs  and  grievances  are  proven 
by  investigation  by  the  various  mine  committees  to  be  the  direct  result 
of  the  unfairness  of  the  various  companies,  in  that,  the  various  superio- 
tendents  and  bosses  oftimes  in  an  apparently  willful  manner,  cut  short  the 
measurements  of  the  miners  on  horse-backs  and  dead  work,  thereby  com- 
pelling and  forcing  men  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  mine  committee  tnd 
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oftimes  the  expense  of  the  said  committee  equals,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the 
profit  thereby  gained;  therefore  be  it 

Besolvcd,  That  a  clause  be  placed  in  our  next  agreement,  as  follows: 
That  wherever  any  mine  committee  is  called  to  settle  any  dispute 
as  to  measuremeut  of  horse-back,  or  as  to  any  dead  work  and  it  is  proven 
that  the  committee  was  called  as  a  direct  result  of  the  company  or  its 
agents  refusing  to  give  the  right  measurement,  or  to  pay  what  the  agree- 
ment calls  for;  Then,  in  that  case,  the  company  shall  bear  all  the  expenses 
of  the  said  committee  and  shall  pay  the  said  committee  at  the  rate  fixed 
by  the  agreement  for  such  work. 

By  orders  of  L.  U.  No.  494,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  District  No.  12. 
(Signed)     JOE  J.  FARNEY,  President. 

PATRICK  J.  GAFFIGAN,  Recording  Secretary. 
JAMES  KELLY,  Delegate. 
DAVE  LITTVELL,  Delegate. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  237. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  delegates  of  Sub-District 
2,  of  District  12,  Illinois,  at  their  annual  convention  on  December  13,  1911: 

Whereas,  the  men  of  our  organization  are  idle  one-half  of  the  time 
on  account  of  the  production  of  coal  being  more  than  the  consumption,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  by  working  eight  hours  a  day  will  produce 
more  coal  than  is  being  used,  and  is  therefore  working  a  hardship  on  us 
by  stocking  the  market  with  coal,  is  the  chief  cause  fur  us  to  have  so 
much  idle  time,  and  is  also  the  cause  for  keeping  down  wages  and  working 
conditions;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  convention  to  establish  a  six- 
hour  work  day  and  that  it  be  reforren  to  the  International  convention  for 
adoption. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  239. 

Resolved,  That  all  agreements  between  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  and  the 
Coal  Operators  henceforth  shall  expire  at  the  same  time,  and  that  no  agree- 
ments be  signed  until  they  arc  all  signed. 

W.  J.  DARRIS. 
Local  Union  No.  934,  District  10. 
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BESOLUTIOX  NO.  241. 

Roanoke,  Illinois^  December  11,  1911. 

To  the  officere  and  delegates  assembled  at  the  23rd  annual  conventioi  al 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912. 

Whereas,  Wc  are  opposed  to  partial  strikes,  and 

Whereas,   \Wv   believe  tha*.  united   action  is  necessary  for  the  sncces* 

of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  no  wage  contract  shall  be  signed  either  locally  or  bj 
districts  until  all  wage  contracts  are  finally  negotiated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
L.   M.  DOLLET,   JR.,  HUBERT  TISON,  JR., 

JpE  BARRO,  JOHN  MANEGES, 

FITRE  PERRERO,  HENBY  PRILLER, 

HUBERT  TISON,  LEON  DOLLET, 

JOHN  FAUX, 
Resolution  Committee  Local  Union  No.  895. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  242. 

Roanoke,  Illinois,  December  11,  1911, 
To  the  officers  and  delegates  assembled  at  the  23rd  annual  convention  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912. 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  an  agreement  should  be  reached  by  the  1st  of 
April,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  if  an  agreement  is  not  reached  when  our 
present  agreement  expires  a  strike  should  be  immediately  called;  there 
fore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  if  an  cgreement  is  not  reached  when  our  present  agrees 
ment  expires  a  strike  be  immediately  called. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
L.   M.   DOLLET,   JR.,  HUBERT  TISON,  JR., 

JOE  BARBO,  JOHN  MANEGES, 

PITRE  PERRERO,  HENRY  PRILLER, 

HUBERT  TISON,  LEON  DOLLET, 

JOHN  FAUX, 
Resolution  Committee  Local  Union  No.  895. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  243. 

Roaiioke,  Illinois,  December  11,  1911. 
To  the  officers  and  delegates  assembled  at  the  23rd  annual  convention  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912. 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  living  has  greatly  increased  the  last  few  years 
and  our  present  wages  do  not  enable  us  to  meet  this  advance  in  the  price 
of  the  necessities  of  life;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  our  next  wage  contract  we  demand  a  raise  of  10 
per  cent  on  our  present  wages. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
L.   M.  DOLLET,  JR.,  HUBERT  TISON,  JR., 

JOE  BARRO,  JOHN  MANEGES, 

PITRE  PERRERO,  HENRY  PRILLER, 

HUBERT  TISON,  LEON  DOLLET, 

JOHN  FAUX, 
Resolution  Committee  Local  Union  No.  895. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  244. 

Roanoke,  Illinois,  December  11,  1911. 
To   the  officers  and  delegates  assembled  at  the  23rd  annual  convention  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  16,  1912. 

Whereas,  The  lack  of  air  and  of  light  that  the  miner  must  contend 
with  during  his  daily  toil  makes  the  miner's  occupation  one  of  the  un- 
healthiest,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  six  hours  a  day  would  be  sufficiently  long; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  ostablish  the  six-hour  day  everywhere. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
L.   M.  DOLLET,   JR.,  HUBERT  TISON,  JR., 

JOE  BARRO,  JOHN  MANEGES, 

PITRE  PERRERO,  HENRY  PRILLER, 

HUBERT  TISON,  LEON  DOLLET, 

JOHN  FAUX, 
Resolution  Committee  Local  Union  No.  895. 
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RESOLUTTOX  NO.  246. 

Johnson  City,  Illinois,  January  2,  1912. 
The  following  resolution  offered  bj  Local  Union  No.  1239: 
Whereas,  It  is  self-evident  that  the  present  6th  clause  of  our  State 
Agreement   has,  in   the  hands  of  unscrupulous  operators,  worked   a  hard 
ship  on  the  members  of  our  organization;  and, 

Whereas,  Believing  as  we  do  that  the  guilty  should  be  punished,  the 
innocent  should  be  protectetl;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  said  clause  l»e  amended  by  inserting  the  following 
words  in  the  second  line  of  Paragraph  A,  after  the  word  **  impurities, *  *  to 
**the  amount  of  100  pounds  per  ton  actual  weight,''  and  also  by  striking  out 
the  last  two  words  of  said  paragraph. 

Paragraph  B  of  the  sixth  clause  to  be  struck  out  and  the  following 
inserted: 

(New  Paragrah  B).  **In  case  of  an  indefinite  suspension  for  an  ag 
^ravated  or  malicious  case.  The  length  of  the  suspension  to  l>e  deter 
mined  by  the  amount  of  the  impurities.  All  impurities  shall  be  pre 
.served  for  a  suflRcient  length  of  time  to  enable  a  proper  handling  of  the 
case."  The  rest  of  the  sixth  clause  to  remain  unchanged.  And  all  fines 
to  go  in  check-weighman  fund. 

(Signed)     HENRY  TOLKEL, 
GEO.  HOPE, 
EMIL  DELOBME, 
J.  B.  WELLS, 
W.  F.  HILL, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  247. 

Whereas,  Day  labor  is  a  great  necessity  in  the  mines,  thus  keeping  able 
men  from  earning  better  wages  at  the  coal  face,  we,  the  members  of  Local 
Union  No.  1239  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Resolve,  That  our  convention  endeavor  to  have^the  scale  for  day  labor 
raised  to  a  more  equal  standard  with  other  work  in  and  around  the  mine; 
and,  be  it  further 

F^esolvcd,  That  our  convention  demand  time  and  half  time  for  week 
(lavs,  overtime  and  double  time  for  Sundav  work. 
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Tliis  resolution  is  not  inoaut  to  conllict  with  a  demand  for  an  increase 
nil  around. 

(Signed)     HENRY  TOLKEL, 
GEO.  HOPE, 
EMIL  DELORME, 
J.  B.  WELLS, 
W.  F.  HILL, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  249. 

O 'Fallon,  111.,  January  12,  1912. 

Whereis,  Conditions  in  the  coal  industry  are  such  that  jthe  majority 
of  the  organized  coal  miners  work  less  than  half  time;  and 

Whereas,  Some  of  the  contract  mines  work  almost  six  days  per  week, 
which  is  more  than  a  fair  share  of  the  work,  according  to  our  principles 
of  an  equal  turn;  and 

Whereas,  John  P.  White,  our  National  President,  has  made  the  state- 
ment that  four-fifths  of  the  coal  miners  working  less  than  half  time  could 
supply  the  demand  for  coal;  and 

Whereas,  Machines  arc  more  and  more  increasing  production  and  dis- 
placing labor  and  the  miner  receives  no  benefit  from  the  labor  displacing 
machine  as  machines  tend  more  and  more  to  decrease  his  labor  power, 
which  causes  a  decrease  in  his  earning  capacity  with  which  to  meet  the 
ever  increasing  cost  of  living;   and 

Whereas,  These  col^.ditions  on  the  industrial  field  ought  to  be  met  and 
handled  satisfactorily  by  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  mine  workers  in  annual  convention  that  no  state 
under  its  jurisdiction  consider  any  contract  or  agreement  that  does  not 
carry  with  it  a  six  hour  work  day.  Irrespective  of  what  conditions  may  be 
in  Virginia  or  in  any  other  unorganized  state,  the  said  six  hour  work  day 
to  carry  with  it  no  less  than  the  scale  of  wages  in  vogue  at  the  present 
time;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,-  That  no  district  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  resume  work  under  any  conditions  until  all  districts  have  secured 
contracts  or  agreements  with  the  six  hour  work  day  embodied  therein. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVE   WILSON, 

Local  Union  No.  705. 

M.  PflO.-29. 
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RESOLUTION   NO.  252. 

8priiigfii'ki.  111.,  December  22,  1911. 
Semi-Annual  Coiiventiou  of  Sub-District  No.  .1  of  District  No.  12,  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.: 

Wish  20  per  cent,  advanct*  on  all  tonnage,  yardage,  day  work  and  detd 
>\urk,  and  a  uniform  differentinl  in  all  districts  not  to  be  greater  than' 
(onts  per  ton  of  a  differential,  and  all  coal  to  be  weighed  on  the  gro^^ 
weight  HVHtem;  six  hours  to  con.stitute  a  day^s  work. 

An  oqual  division  of  the  work  at  mines  where  the  company  owns  more 
than  one  mine,  and  a  uniform  shot-firing  system  in  all  districts. 

Carried  by  the  unanimous  vote  and  referred  to  the  International  Scale 
•'"ommittee.    . 

JA8.  BRADY,  U   U.'  997.  ^ 

HENRY  FTSHWICK,  L.  U.  731,  District  12. 

KKSOLUTIOX   NO.  253. 

Tndianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16.  1912. 
To  the   r>vt*nty-thinl  Annual  Convention  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

\\  horcas,  The  cost  of  living  has  increased  at  a  far  greater  rate  than  th* 
earning  capacity  of  a  day  laborer  under  our  present  day  wage  scale,  and  as 
all  indications  are  that  the  cost  of  living  may  still  increase,  and  believiu^ 
that  the  lives  of  all  employes  and  the  property  of  employers  largely  d^ 
ponds  uj)on  the  efficiency  of  the  day  laborer,  and  that  u  higher  ef!icienr> 
;iud  greater  safety  can  be  eataV>lished  and  maintained  by  a  higher  stamlan* 
ol"  day  wage  J  therefore,  be  it 

Hesolve*!,  That  the  present  dny  wage  scale  bo  first  advanced  20  j>er  cent, 
ami  thercal'ter  receive  the  same  per  cent,  advance  that  may  be  obtaine-i 
over  the  present  mininjr  rate  scale;  and,  bo  it  further 

Hesolved,  That  all  week  day  over  time  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  time  ani 
one-half  rind  double  i»ay  for  all  SuiMiay  work. 

ALVA   SILER,    I..    U.   644. 
HOWARD  PEEK.  1..  U.  310. 
.JOHN  OILMORE,  L.  U.  2672. 
Delegates. 
KKiSOLUTlON   NO.  2or). 
To   the  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third   Annual  Convention   of   District  No.  0. 
i;.  M.  W.  of  A.: 
We,  your  s<'ale  conniiittee,  after  deliberation  on  the  matter  submitted  to  u? 
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^  the  delegates,  beg  leave  to  present  to  you  the  following  scale  of  prices  and 
editions: 

That  we  demand : 

First — A  national  settlement  in  all  districts  where  contracts  expire  March 
:,  1912,  or  a  general  suspension  in  all  districts. 

Second — ^^A  run  of  mine  system  and  all  coal  to  be  weighed  and  paid  for  on 
at  basis. 

Third — A  general  substantial  advance  in  pick  and  machine  mining. 

Fourth — A  flat  differential  of  7  cents  per  ton  ))etween  pick  and  machine 
iuing. 

Fifth — A  uniform  inside  day  wago  scale  with  ii  proportionate  advance  with 
e  mining  rates. 

Sixth — A  imiform  day  wage  scale  for  all  classes  of  outside  labor  with  a 
•oportionatt*  advance  with  the  mining  rates. 

Seventh-  -A  seven-hour  work  day  with  a  half  holiday  on  Saturday. 

Eighth — A  proportionate  advance  for  all  dead  work,  narrow  work  and 
irdage. 

Adopted  by  the  annual  convention  of  District  No.  6,  and  offered  to  the 
itcrnational  Convention,  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

G.   W.  SAVAGE,  Secretary. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  258. 

Kesolution  adopted  by  Local  Unions  Nos.  848,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Collinsville, 
1.,  1802,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Maryville,  111.,  G91,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Troy,  lU.: 

Whereas,  It  is  a  common  practice  on  the  part  of  the  operators  to  discrirai- 
ite  against  that  part  of  our  membership  which  is  active  in  the  interest  of  the 
.  M.  W.  of  A.  and  organized  labor  in  general,  with  reference  to  securing  em- 
oyment;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  list  shall  ho  est^iblished  at  each  mine  that  menilwrs  seok- 
g  employment  shall  be  hired  in  tlie  order  in  which  they  apply;  provided,  bow- 
er, that  such  applicants  for  work  shall  deposit  their  transfer  cards  with  the 
ioe  committee  before  placing  their  names  on  the  "list.'' 

RESOLUTION  NO.  258A. 

Resolution  adopted  by  Local  Unions  Nos.  848,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  CoUinsvillc, 
I.,  1802,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  Maryville.  III.,  691,  V.  M.  W.  o^  A.,  Troy,  111.: 
WTiereas,  In  a  great  many  niiti<»s  our  members  holding  miners'  certificates 
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•  tf  iuiiii|i«ilftiu7  and  wniployed  iu  oaj  nm  art-  lagwuad  tram,  gouf  tctiii* 
Ml  tli0ir  lurii;  th««rf«fore,  be  it 

H«iM4)lv««il,  Tlint  cArb  and  e^enr  maxikfec  ti:  tbe  T.  H .  W.  of  A^  Wiif  > 
iiiIiiiiih'  «»0rltrtoiitt«  of  competenej  UM  empipwd  hi  dar  iR»k  skiD  Im^ 
liiiUlt^M*'  **f  U<*^"K  ***  *li<*  '<><^^  OD  his  tctt^  aliiahd  nf  nevr-bired  noBbai 

RESOLUnOX  XO   261. 
Til    Mil*    oitiroii    Hiitl    l>el()gate6   of  tW   TvfOirE' -third   AbubbI  G«**"^ 

V    M.  W    of  A.: 

(hiHiihi^  \Vht«rouH,  We  are  alKmt  tf-  enter  into  another  atnggk** 
•I    \u«no  iMiHfiHiM    l»t«twu<>ii   Kanawha  ««]  ofterauirF  of  the  Kaaawbt  *tofl^ 

•  ft- 
\\liiti«MH.    NNo    htivo  eoii0iimed   a   eMisiderable   amouai  of  tine  » **' 

(iiKHiMM    III!    u^KMMihMii   with   the  coal  opent^n  eoDceming  the  Hf»«** 

iiiIiiimI  Into  Us  iiikI  hotween  Kanawha  eoal  operatATB  and  thet.  )^"'. 

S  ,  iM'^thiiihi^   .\|iiil   1.  UMO  and  ending  Marck  31,  1912;  and 

W  h«i»»ii-^,  \Uw  pifhoiit  Hjjreement  has  been  a  book  of  dispute  beW* 
liu.  I  mil  tipiiiihun  utiil  thf  V.  M.  W.  of  A.:  aad 

NVhiMoiin,    riu'  >;omTal  iimimger  has  diseharped  parties  who  were  t^ 

•  «•    .hi|»    llti>    l>iihiiii«ii««    tnnisnctions  of  our  K>ral   from   >»eing  voiced  to 

•  •ii(   ii|f  woiitl,   ihor«M'oi't«  ho  it 

iM-oUiMl.    I'h.it   .»   |»tMi«!ty  be  placed  on  said  manager  who  so  udj    . 

•  IimI..  wWU  \\w  iimui    \\\\vt\  it   has  been  proven  that  they  have  not  vic 
•«in    pill  I    III    ( lit*  «  oiitravt. 

(Signed)     J.  W.  BLOUNT,  Secretary, 

L.U.XO.  2681,  Ward,  W.Va. 


riolite^ 


IMISOLUTION  NO.  266. 

Boston.  P:»„  Jnnuan'  H.  J'^" 
Willi*  I       h    i.   iiiiii  It   hanlor   work   lo  miuc  roal   with  a  s;if«»ty  h^r 
«■   I     Willi    ni  «.p,Mi  lu'Jii.  \\r.  tlu'  luombors  of  T-nval  I'liion  Xo.  274,  W"''  * 
<.  .'II  or  till-   lollnwmx    loi    \our  i-ousideratioii : 

l\ONn|\r,|,  Tiuii  wUx^w  a  niiiuT  is  required  to  luine  coal  with  a  safety 
ho  'ihaii  loooixo  .^^»  »oul'»  por  ton  in  addition  to  price  of  pick  mining.*'' 
•^'Mifs   in   a«lthtion   lo   ilio   iiinohiuo  mining. 

ANDREW  E.  FORD, 
JOHN    A.    OERUSrHAT. 
RICHARD  FARMKK. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  267. 

Suterville,  Pa.,  January  9,  1912. 
e  OfScers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of 
le  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  16,  1912: 
reeting — ^We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1730,  located  at  Suter- 
Pa.,  in  District  No.  5,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution 
»ur  consideration: 

'hereas,  Under  our  past  and  present  agreement,  drivers  must  take 
mules  to  and  from  the  stable  and  the  time  required  in  so.  doing  does 
elude  any  part  of  the  day's  labor;  and 

liereas,  In  many  instances  it  means  from  one  to  two  extra  hours 
per  day;  therefore,  be  it 

esolved,  That  we  demand  that  drivers  receive  pay  from  the  time  they 
the  stable  until  they  return  as  they  are  held  responsible  for  the  mules 
:  said  period;   and,  be  it  further 

Bsolved,  That  we  demand  that  the  double  dumping  system  or  dump- 
e  coal  in  an  iron  basket  before  same  being  dumped  over  a  screen  be 
led. 

.1AME8  BLACK,  President. 

LEVERIGK    BURNn.LE,    Secretary. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  268. 

Bulger,  Pa.,  January  5,  1912. 
^solved.  First — That  before  the  international  assesses  the  miners  $1 
ek  for  them  to  refer  back  to  the  miners  an<l  let  them  vote  on  it. 
^solved.  Second — That  we  ask  for  a  reduction  on  our  monthly  dues, 
asolved,  Third — That  wo  ask  pick  price  for  top  coal  and  28  cents  of 
ranee  on  all  work, 
dsolved.  Fourth — Any  place  or  places  that  are  wet  for  the  laborers 

paid  additional  for  said  water, 
esolved.  Fifth — That  all  miners  west  of  Midway  be  paid  2  cents  addi- 

on  a  ton  for  handling  bone  and  band. 

J.  H.  RUSSELL,  Recording  Secretary. 
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SBSOLUnON  NO.  271. 

'  t.*  :iM  Odl««i»  4Aa  MwBbwB  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  in  Conyention  at  ladi 

'-rtjT^'nt  lBiL«  Janiiary  16.  1912: 

''\o.  'ft*  :iMittl'«r»  ot  Lkical  rnion  No.  410.  Yohogheny,  Pa.,  at  our  regular 
.vvU^ic  A«io|H^  th«  foUowing  reaolutions: 

WWr^xMK  blrvc-  -We*  the  miaers  of  Shaner  consider  screen  eoal  u 
.tiiur  tiM(AoU  of  weighing  coal;  therefore  be  it 

'iCeouivvU,  rhac  we  get  the  run  of  mine  system  adopted. 

\>r  ti«^jr«ais  3^oAd — We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  differential  betweei 
-.cA  iuiuiU|^  i»iid  lUHohine  loading  is  entirely  too  great;  therefore,  be  it 

'Ce»^i>oU,  ThHt  we  demand  a  o  per  cent,  increase  for  pick  mining  and 
.  -.^x  v'out.  for  machine  loading. 

NVhvi«4M»  Ihird- -Wtf  consider  it  unfair  for  the  machine  loader  to  have 
X.  uv»\%»  '.h«  iftlate  back  twelve  feet  to  let  the  machine  in  to  cnt  witboot 
.  uic  *vsuui(.H)Uiw!;  therefore,  be  it 

>if .^mAcu,   That  we  demand  3  cents  per  tou  extra  where  this  work  has 

N\  hvrvAM,  h'ourth — We  are  of  the  opinion  it  is  unfair  for  the  maehiDc 
ut     rihK    without    some    guarantee    of    payment    for    their   labor: 

'\wol\vd.    rhiti   wc  demand  the  machine  men  to  be  paid  31  ccDts  per 

THOMAS   G.   ROBERTSON, 
ROBERT  BEVERIDGE, 
LOUIS  FERRARI, 
ERNEST  CORNETT, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  277. 

Franklin^  Kan.,  January  5,  1912. 
X   «;^-  u>vvi44.4i.Ai'tu4i  vVuventioB,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.: 

N\^'U-«i«»  ^^^  »*v  w»^t^K»9ed  to  district  or  individual  settlements  where  tiie 
'%\\vv^  vi»   m,iiU\UmlM  are  allowed  to  work  while  other  districts  have  made  no 

\\lm^  *•«  ^^*'  Mh>vv  !»ucb  a  policy  is  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  opera 
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Resolved,  That  uo  district  Iw  allowed  To  work  until  all  districts  have  nego- 
ated  a  contract. 

Adopted  by  Local  Union  No.  2455. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  278. 

Mariannn,  Pa.,  January  12,  1912. 
rom  the  Miners  of  Marianna,  Local  2874: 

Resolved,  First — That  we  have  the  run  of  mine  basis  from  April  1  until 
le  scale  expires. 

Resolved,  Second — That  miners  shall  be  paid  for  digging  the  bottom 
p  after  the  machine  and  shall  also  be  paid  for  taking  the  corners  off  to 
t  the  parting  in. 

Resolved,  Third — That  the  miners  be  paid  not  less  than  10  cents  per 
Eurd  for  laying  iron  track  and  shall  also  be  paid  not  less  than  10  cents  for 
itting  extra  posts  and  shall  pick  men,  such  as  setting  them  in  a  break  row 
)  make  a  fall. 

Resolved,  Fourth — That  yardage  shall  be  taken  up  every  day  in  room 
irning  as  well  as  in  the  entry.  Also  an  increase  of  5  per  cent.,  also  motor 
len  running  big  motors.  That  is  flat  roading  from  the  parting  to  the  shaft 
ottom,  and  $3.25  for  motornien  and  $3.00  for  breakmen  and  shall  also  have 
scale  for  all  of  the  motors.  There  is  twenty  6-ton  motors,  two  14-ton  motors 
od  one  20-ton.     They  cannot  be  classed  as  mules. 

Resolved,  Fifth — That  wo  have  a  half  day  hohliday  on  Saturday  with 
all  pay  and  if  any  miner  goes  down  the  mine  and  his  place  is  not  cut  or  got 
ater  in  it,  instead  of  him  going  home,  he  shall  be  furnished  with  company  work 
r  day  work  for  that  day. 

Resolved,  Sixth — That  when  a  man  is  working  day  work  such  as  tim- 
ering  or  bratice,  the  company  shall  furnish  them  with  tools  and  in  this 
laee  the  men  have  to  buy  their  own  tools,  such  as  hammers,  saws,  picks, 
xe  and  hatchet. 

From  the  miners  at  Ma ri anna. 

THOMAS  FRAIN,  Secretary. 
f 

RESOLUTION  NO.  280. 

Tone,  Wash.,  December  11,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  all  agreements  expire  on  the  first  of  April,  1912,  and  that  we 
ik   for  a  minimum  rate  of  wages  all  through  the  United  Mine  "Workers  of 
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This  local  also  wants  75  cents  per  yard  for  moving  slate  from  right  or 
left  side  to  gob,  and  also  wants  pay  for  thick  slate  in  rib. 

That  we  shall  have,  in  case  there  is  a  bad  roof,  the  same  price  as  paid  in 
entry;  yardage  when  the  room  is  twelve  feet  wide  and  when  the  loader  must  load 
slate  to  the  car  in  seven  run  wide  rooms  he  must  get  paid  $1  for  each  car. 

We  claim  we  want  the  following:  That  the  cutter  be  allowed  for  pulling 
the  cable;  three  shifts  in  two  weeks,  extra;  and  for  each  run  in  room  seven-run 
wide,  40  cents;  each  run  in  entry,  50  cents;  if  there  is  water  in  entry,  then  the 
price  shall  be  75  cents,  and  if  cutter  cuts  fourth  cut  in  break-through,  for  last 
cot  he  shall  receive  $1.25. 

Each  cutter  wants  all  oil,  bits  and  grease  delivered  to  his  section,  where 
he  is  employed. 

Drivers  demand  pay  for  harnessing  mules  on  account  of  them  having  to 
work  nine  hours — they  start  at  6:30  a.  m.  and  take  harness  off  mules  at  4:30 
p.  m.  They  want  pay  for  this,  or  they  will  start  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.  sharp  and 
harness  mules  aud  leave  them  in  stable  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

Tracklayers  must  not  have  right  to  carry  tools  on  their  shoulders  to  their 
section;  and  each  company  man  must  start  to  work  from  bottom  at  7  o'clock 
a.  m.  and  go  out  from  mine  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

We  demand  that  the  company,  in  hoisting  supplies,  shall  hoist  supplies  only 
and  not  hoist  men  at  the  same  time. 

We  demand  that  if  a  man  loses  a  leg,  arm  or  eye,  he  must  get  the  same 
job  or  position  in  the  mine  and  receive  inside  labor  wages. 

We  also  demand  that  shot-firers  shall  receive  drivers  wages,  and  also  the 
pumpers  and  the  pipe  men;  and  trappers,  after  they  are  16  years  of  age,  shall 
receive  the  same  pay  as  inside  laborers. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  when  a  new  man  gets  a  job  in  the  mine,  he  must 
pay  bis  dues  to  the  local  in  two  payments  of  $5  each.  The  local  will  have  the 
same  deducted  from  his  pay  in  the  office  of  the  company,  and  when  a  man  does 
not  attend  a  regular  meeting,  shall  be  fined  50  cents,  and  the  local  will  have 
the  same  deducted  from  his  envelope  in  the  office. 

We,  the  members  of  Local  Union  No.  1197,  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica, do  respectfully  submit  the  above  resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  convention,  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

JOHN  SELLI8H,  President. 
CARL  GLOVAK,  Vice-President. 
STEVEN  DUR8H,  Treasurer. 
MIKE  MILKO,  Recording  Secretary. 
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MIKE  WA81L,  Financial  Seeretary. 
JOHN  LOBANS,  Driver  Committee. 
NICK  KBAMER, 
JOE  TURABDECK, 

Committee. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  283. 

Byeaville,  Ohio,  January   11,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  members  of  Ideal  Local  No.  1753  U.  M.  W."of  A.,  unani 
inously  passed  a  resolution  that;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  where  coal  companies  own  more  thin  one 
mine  that  we  compel  them  to  keep  all  their  mines  in  operation  and  divide 
the  work  equally  with  all  the  mines. 

(Signed)     JOHN  KERR. 

MELVIN   NICHOLSON, 

WM.  SLAY, 

G,  S.  YANTZ,      Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  284. 

Byesville,  Ohio,  January  11,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  members  of  Ideal  Local  No.  1753  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  unani 
inously  passed  a  resolution  that;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  where  coal  companies  own  more  than  one 
mine  that  we  compel  them  to  keep  all  their  mines  in  operation  and  divide 
rho  work  equally  with  all  the  mines. 

(Signed)     JOHN  KERR, 

MELVIN   NICHOLSON, 

WM.  SLAY, 

G.  S.  YANTZ,     Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  285. 

Tyler,  Pa,.  January  15,  1§12. 
Mr.   Edwin  Perry: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — Will  you  please  present  the  following  to  the 
delegates  assembled  at  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.  M. 
W.  of  A.,  at  some  time  during  the  proceedings. 

The  union  ofScials  of  coal  miners  organizations  in  Europe  have  sent 
oificial  word  to  England  that'in  the  event  of  a  national  strike  taking  place 
in  England,  all  Europoan  conl  miners  would  cease  work,  if  any  attempt  were 
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made  to  ship  coal  into  England.  Such  action  on  the  part  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
of  A.  would  not  be  out  of  place  at  the  convention.  Hoping  to  hear  favor- 
ably from  70U  on  the  above,  I  am, 

SAM  BBOCKLEHUEST,  Secretary  L.  U.  1441. 

EESOLUTION  NO.  286. 
No  sectional  settlement. 
Bunof-mine  agreement. 

Election  of  all  committees  from  the  floor  of  the  convention,  except 
scale  committee,  which  demands  the  officers  and  additional  members  on 
said  committee  shall  be  elected  {rom  the  floor  of  the  convention. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  International  President,  Vice-President 
and  International  Secretary  be  elected  and  serve  out  the  term  of  the  agree- 
ment, be  it  one  or  'two  years. 

We  also  demand  the  recall  of  all  officers  by  petition,  the  initiative 
and  referendum. 

W.  J.  CALAHAN, 
CHABLES  B.  TILTON. 
JOHN  KEBB. 
Adopted  by  District  No.  6  and  referred  to  International  convention. 

G.  W.  SAVAGE. 
BESOLUTION  NO.  288. 
Whereas,  A  great  number  of  our  members  who  are  employed  in  coal 
producing  have  to  work  night  shift;  and. 

Whereas,  The  conditions  at  the  coal  face  at  night  is  detrimental  to 
health,  owing  to  powder  smoke  from  day  shift  shots,  also  the  ventilation 
is  heavy,  owing  to  a  large  number  of  men  working  in  the  mine  all  day;  and, 
Whereas,  In  our  opinion  coal  getting  is  unnecessary  at  night,  and  is 
undesired  by  our  organization;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730. 
U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Besolve,  That  our  convention  seek  to  have  coal  production  at  night 
eliminated  from  all  mines. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMEH, 
ABTHTTB  SHIELDS, 
FBANK  HUBNEB, 
T.  B.  DOWNIE. 

Besolutions  Committee. 
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KESOLUTION  NO.  288A. 
Whereas,  A  condition  prevails  in  this  district  whereby  men  are  hired 
as  extra  loaders  and  when  there  is  no  loading  they  are  sent  borne,  the  oper- 
ator claims  that  they  have  no  claim  on  day  labor;  and, 

Whereas,  This  condition  is  a  detriment  to  our  membership,  and  s  vio- 
lation of  our  constitution,  in  regard  to  equality,  it  causes  casual  employ 
ment,  which  is  opposed  by  organized  labor,  and  gives  opportunities  for  di$ 
crimination;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.. 
Resolve,  That  our  convention  demand  a  clause  in  our  next  agreement, 
that  the  company  must  furnish  day  labor  to  men  hired  as  extra  loaders  when 
there  is  no  loading.  The  same  to  apply  to  machine  runners  and  8hoveIe^ 
when  hired  as  extra  men. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.   BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIE'LDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  288B. 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  living  has  increased  with  leaps  and  bounds  and 
the  tendencies  are  evidently  showing  still  higher  cost;  and, 

Whereas,  The  employment  of  day  labor  is  curtailed  on  every  possible 
occasion  and  only  in  a  few  instances  are  these  men  employed;  and. 

Whereas,  In  the  slack  trade  season  these  men  cannot  meet  their  liabiii 
ties  with  the  low  scale  paid  and  irregular  work;  and. 

Whereas,  Day  labor  is  a  great  necessity  in  the  mines,  thus  keeping  able 
men  from  earning  better  wages  at  the  coal  face;  therefore  we,  the  meniber> 
of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve,  That  our  convention  endeavor  to  have  the  scale  for  day  labor 
raised  to  a  more  equal  standard  with  other  work  in  the  mine. 

(This  resolution  is  not  meant  to  conflict  with  a  demand  for  an  increase 

all  around.) 

.J.  E.  SETTLES, 
i  CHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 

ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  288C. 
Whereas,  Our  constitution  calls  for  a  forty-eifht-hour  working  week  and 
our  organization  expects  its  members  to  carry  it  ont;  and, 

Whereas,  The  operators  often  caU  upon  our  members  to  work  longer 
than  our  constitution  allows,  doing  work  whereby  many  of  our  unemployed 
brothers  could  be  employed;  and, 

Whereas,  We  labored  for  years  to  obtain  an  eight-hour  day,  whereby 
our  members  could  have  more  time  for  education,  recreation  and  home 
comforts;  and, 

Whereas,  This  overtime  is  a  detriment  to  our  organization  and  keeps 
an  army  of  unemployed  in  our  ranks;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local 
730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve,  That  our  convention  demand  time  and  one-half  for  week-day 
overtime  and  double  time  for  Sunday  work. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  'SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  ^O.  288D. 
Whereas,  We  have  no  clause  in  our  present  agreement  which  covers  the 
removing  of  coal  which  falls  from  the  face  in  the  course  of  cutting  oper- 
ations; and, 

Whereas,  This  loose  coal  is  caused  to  fall  by  heavy  roof  when  approach- 
ing old  workings  or  squeezes;  and, 

Whereas,  Machine  runners  and  shovelers  have  no  control  over  these 
conditions  and  have  to  move  said  coal  without  pay  or  consideration;  there- 
fore we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve,  That  we  demand  a  clause  in  our  next  agreement  whereby  our 
men  must  be  paid  for  removing  all  loose  coal  caused  by  natural  causes. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION   NO.  288E. 

Whereas,  An  unfair  system  is  in  operation  whereby  boys  starting  is 
the  mines  as  trappers  are  kept  so  employed  at  a  low  wage  until  they  tnr 
eighteen,  and  often  nineteen  years  of  age;  and, 

Whereas,  The  operator  claims  the  right  to  direct  the  empiuymeDt  of 
these  boys  irrespective  of  age  or  service;  and, 

Whereas,  This  system  opens  an  avenue  for  discrimination  and  disoon 
tent;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  liOcal  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Kesolve.  That  our  next  scale  of  wages  contain  a  graduated  scale  f(^r 
boys  from  sixteei)  to  nineteen  years  of  ago. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMER. 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committed. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  288F. 

Whereas,  Electric  machine   runners  meet  with   various  obstructions  iu 
tlie  course  of  cutting,  such  as  props  and  tracks  in  their  way;  and. 

Whereas,   Under   certain   conditions   the   ordinary   jack    pipe   will   not 
reach  the  roof  and  entails  a  great  loss  of  time  to  the  runner;  and, 

Whereas,  In  our  opinion  the  machine  cable  should  not  exceed  250  feet 
in  length;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.. 

Kesolve,  That  all  obstructions  be  removed  by  the  operator,  and  if  not. 
tho  price  per  run  under  such  conditions  to  be  paid  double; 

Resolve,   That   where   ordinary  jack  pipe   cannot  be  used  double  run- 
be  paid; 

Resolve.  That  the  machine  cable  does  not  exceed  250  feet  in  length. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  288G. 


Whereas,  Jt  has  become  a  practice  in  mines  where  coal-cutting  ma- 
liues  are  used  for  the  operator  to  compel  the  machine  men  to  move  to 
iiy  part  of  the  mine,  thus  causing  loss  of  time  to  the  men;  and, 

Whereas,  The  operator  claims  this  right  without  pay,  irrespective  of 
istancc  between  various  working  places;   and, 

Whereas,  This  is  au  injustice  to  these  men  and  its  evil  eifects  arc  far- 
caching  and  a  menace  to  our  members;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local 
o.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Kesolve,  That  when  a  machine  is  opening  up  a  new  territory  and  drives 
main  entry  up   for  the  stub  entries,  the  machine  be  given  the  first  pair 
'  stub  entries. 

(N.  B. — This  resolution  applies  to  both  electric  and  punching  machines.) 

J.  B.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.   BODENHEIMEK, 
ARTHUR  SHIEfLDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  288H. 

Whereas,  In  cases  going  before  the  joint  board  for  settlement  the  locals 
fected  are  excluded  from  the  hearing  and  business  is  conducted  in  se- 
et;  and, 

Whereas,  This  system  is  undemocratic  and  unfair  to  the  locals  affected 
id  tends  to  cause  suspicion,  which  is  undesired  by  our  members;  therefore 
c,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve.  That  the  secret  session  be  abolished  and  local  unions  have 
>tinnr  power  on  all  cases  in  which  they  are  affected. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.   BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  -'881. 

Whereas,  It  ib  becoming  prevalent  in  this  field  to  evade  paying  yardage 
for  entries  which  have  hitherto  been  paid  for;  and, 

Whereas,  Conditions  are  made  to  make  this  evasion  possible,  whieb 
are  detrimental  to  our  members;  and. 

Whereas,  We  have  no  bases  to  cover  this  case  and  the  operator  makea 
rules  over  which  w^e  have  no  control;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local 
No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve,  That  our  convention  demand  yardage  price  for  all  entries 
making  new  territory,  irrespective  of  width. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.   BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SraElrDS. 
FRANK  HUBN^. 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  289. 

Peoria,  IlL,  December  19,  1911. 
Kesolved.  That  we  transact  all  our  business  direct  with  the  operators  and 
rrfnso  tn  rccogiii/.e  their  «'oniiniHsioncrs. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289B. 

Peoria,  DL,  December  19,  1911. 
Resolved.  That  Article  7.  in  the  agreement  of  District  12,  entitled:  **PaT 
Day^j  and  Statements  of  Accounts. ''  be  amended  to  read:  "The  miners  are 
To  ho  paid  every  Saturday  in  lawful  money,  the  balance  due  them  for  tbe 
previous  week.  In  ease  a  pay  day  falls  on  a  legal  holiday,  the  men  shall  l< 
paid  the  day  previous.  Statements  shall  he  issued  to  all  employes  the  day 
previous. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  V.  73. 

RESOLUTION  No.  289C. 

Peoria,  111.,  December  19,  1911. 
Kesolve^l,  Tliar  Article  26.  in  District  12,  Clause  B,  entitled,  "Where  Track 
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Laid  by  the  Oi>ei'utur.  * '  he  amended  to  read :  '  *  That  all  track  shall  be  laid 
f  the  company,  and  when  a  miner  has  to  leave  his  working  place  on  account 
I  such  track  not  being  laid,  through  the  neglect  of  the  company,  it  shall  em- 
loy  said  miner  doing  company  work.  Said  miner  to  receive  a  wage  equal  to 
s  average  daily  net  earnings  nt  the  face  during  the  time  in  which  he  does 
lid  company  work.  Provided,  that  the  company  may  employ  said  miner  to 
y  the  track  in  his  room.  The  cM)m[»cnHation  not  to  be  less  than  two  hours 
)r  each  pair  of  straight  rails  laid.'^ 

RUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289D. 

Peoria,  HI.,  December  19,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  Article  28,  entitled,  **An  Equal  Turn,"  be  amended  as  fol- 
ws:     *'That  the  words,  'a  fair  chance/  be  stricken  out  and  the  words,  'an 
(ual  opportunity'  be  inserted.     Also  that  the  word  *ten'  be  stricken  out  and 
e  word  'three'  bo  inserted.'' 

p:ugene  e.  dob,  l.  u.  73. 
rrsolittion  no.  289e. 

Peoria,  111,,  December  19,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  Article  32,  entitled,  ''Negotiations  for  Next  Agreement," 
!  stricken  out  entirely. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  290. 

Byesville,  Ohio,  January  11,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  members  of  Ideal  Local  No.  1753,  IT.  M.  W.  of  A.,  unani 
ously  passed  a  resolution  that  it  bo 

Resolved,  That  we  demand,  where  coal  companies  own  more  than  one 
ine,  that  we  compel  them  to  keep  all  their  mines  in  operation  and  divide  the 
Drk  equally  with  all  the  mines. 

JOHN  KERB, 
ME1.VIN  NICHOLSON, 
WM.  SLAY. 
G.  S.  YAN'   '. 

Committee. 
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REPORT  or  i'OMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS  AND  GBIBVANCB8. 

Delegate  I^aureuct*.  District  No.  12.  fiecretarv  of  the  committee,  reported 
a^  folIo^^s: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  272. 

IndiaDapoIL^,  lud.,  January  17,  1911 
l"  il.o  dvit'^:tie>  attending  tl.is  Twonty-thirtl  Annual  Convention  of  the  rnited 
Mine  Wi»rkors  of  America : 

Whereas,  Mr.  Al  iKvk.  whilo  euiploveil  as  an  organizer  and  working  in  the 
>iaie  of  West  Virginia,  ^^as  assaulted  bv  thugs  in  the  employ  of  the  coal  corpo- 
ration ihero.  and  as  a  result  of  said  assault  has  sustained  such  injury  as  has 
:noapai.*itaTtHl  him  fn^m  hiK^r.  an»i 

Wiiorras.  Ho  is  now  iu  KtHni  oi  as>istance,  W  it 

Kosolvovl.  That  this  o«u\eutiou  make  such  provision  as  will  in  a  meisuK 
V  oRuinsate  him  for  tht  injurv  ^iKtained  while  working  for  and  under  the  dirw 
TN^n  of  our  union. 

vSij-ne^i^     J.  W.  Ml'KRAY.  L«al  No.  2555. 

GEORiiE  BRANIOAN,  Local  No.  290. 
ROBERT  M.   ROLL,  President   District  No.  23. 
ANDREW  MATTY.  Local  No.  2047. 
T'-o  «'.*nM»*i:Ti>e  made  tht   :•'" -t^ir;:  rtior:  v^n  Resolution  No.  272: 


;,*vi\^KT  in    ^  »,^MM;  ;  :^:^:   "N    :^KS»»LrTION  NO.  272. 

."  i.t"  .  .^  :i  V. .  ■- :  uv    to::  v-o  =: ^ : J  r  :     Res  .^iiiti-.  l  N  ' .  -  7 :!  and  recommend  that  the 
-.  :va!  :r.  *  ?  r..\I:  .^r  A!S::  IVvk  rtc  -o:  s'.^staiEcd. 

Ir.  </.^^::\:::•:*:ion  c:  our  :>*-.., n.  ■  e  'ost  :n:  :on:e-iions  on  the  foflowing 
•*>.t;ii  *s  :isciT:a:rt\i  bv  :fc*  evi.ienv-r*  s:;-.?  :  ^"ir'  .--r-v  ?ul::-i:t'?d  to  tout  conunittcf : 


Virs:.     A'*:- 


—  l^-s- 


^vk  i<  ::  *   .    :\ii.: 


-  ■;=:>er  i-  :fe»  liva!  usioc  in  whaer 


•  .■  air-  <  :vt  r.". : r  -^  r.*. ; 


>:  ::U'  ^i-,:  :tr4:T>'.n  \r^  I*:Ter  sre  «if -explanatrrv . 

•7':-  '  o-:r:::e^-  v.  .\;.  :^*:s>  :«.:*.'  •"*•:-•.  .ir->>  "r^v^  ;:.  v,r  <^•^ra^e^aTi■:•I:  iw 
^'  IVji  us-'.  TT^trj^v:-.  >  '.«•  r  <"  ~  :•-•;•'  r:'-  --  r'smhte*  wiiick  >f? 
. •>  V  ^'-^NrTfliv  :v.  d.*-^!.  •.  .  •  r-i::<-e  ic5i:r  >  . .;  :  sujily  :»  iaisediateh'  isfer- 
■.•.*«••.:-.*.   .*.:^I>  a<  :*  *:<  =:c:"':^fr?t:7  :-.  7    -.r  1  ■:  l1  :::iir3,  aA»^  wiii  a  fsa£C3iI 


■vv    :  :aV    XT^.     -:.vir=A=:  >:t  Of>=£itt<e.' 
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**HerriD,  111.,  January  22,  1912. 
*  ^  Mr.  Will.  Diamond,  Chairniau  Committee  on  AppealB  and  Grievances : 

''Yours  received  and  got  vice-president  to  call  n  committee  and  enclosed 
please  find  statement  of  amount  paid. 

^'The  first  $2.00  was  sent  from  hospital  and  just  about  paid  him  from 
time  be  put  in  card  to  April  1,  1910.  Then  we  went  on  strike  and  were  exon- 
erated until  September  9,  1910,  and  Beck  told  me  his  salary  wasn  't  started  until 
Xovember  1,  1910,  at  which  I  began  to  count  his  dues  again  and  received  $4.75 
from  then  to  now. 

*' During  this  time  we  received  $1.25  from  Deck  as  initiation  for  a  trapper 
who  hadn't  cash  to  pay  intitiation,  and  when  he  first  lapsed  he  told  me  I  hadn't 
credited  him  with  this  $1.25,  and  with  the  understanding  he  hadn  't  received  this 
back,  as  he  said  he  hadn 't,  I  gave  him  a  statement  that  his  dues  wouldn  't  lapse 
until  September  30,  1911,  and  afterwards  found  he  had  received  this  on  October 

29,  1910,  and  local  treasurer  still  has  check  marked  paid.    Then  on  September 

30,  1911,  1  refused  his  dues  and  gave  him  statement  of  reasons  why.    This  will 
explain  the  two  conflicting  statements. 

**  Hoping  this  will  satisfactorily  explain  matters,  I  am, 

''Yours  truly, 
(Seal  attached)  "  E.  BROWN,  Sec  V  No.  944,  Herrin,  111.'' 

L.  U.  944. 
Statement — December,  1909,  nothing;  January,  1910,  nothing;  February, 
1910,  nothing;  March  9,  1910,  $2.00;  April,  1910,  nothing;  May,  1910,  nothing; 
tfune,  1910,  nothing;  July,  1910,  nothing;  August,  1910,  nothing;  September, 
28,  1910,  $2.25;  May  19,  1911,  $1.50;  June  15,  1911,  $1.00;  paid  by  Jack  Mur- 
phy; total,  $6.75. 

J.  A.  SPENCE,  V.-P.,  Acting  President  No.  944, 

E.  BROWN,  Sec'y  Local  Union  No.  944,  Herrin,  Til. 

HOBT.  y.  YORK.  Rec.  Sec'y  No.  944. 

JTJD  ROGERS, 
FRANK  MELOIN, 
TONY     ANALANDRONE, 
JAMES  M'GUIRE, 
(Seal  L.  U.  No.  944.)  Committee. 

Second.  According  to  the  foregoing  letter  received  from  the  financial 
secretary  of  Local  Union  No.  944,  Al  Deck  told  him  that  he  did  not  receive  any 
rompensation  from  the  organization  during  the  strike  in  Illinois,  but  upon  in- 
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KESOLUTION  NO.  288A. 
Whereas,  A  condition  prevails  in  this  district  whereby  men  are  hired 
MS  extra  loaders  and  when  there  is  no  loading  they  are  sent  home,  the  oper 
ator  claims  that  they  have  no  claim  on  day  labor;  and, 

WhercaSy  This  condition  is  a  detriment  to  our  membership,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  our  constitution,  in  regard  to  equality,  it  causes  casual  employ 
ment,  which  is  opposed  by  organized  labor,  and  gives  opx>ortunitie8  for  dis 
crimination;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.. 
Iftesolve,  That  our  convention  demand  a  clause  in  our  next  agreement, 
that  the  company  must  furnish  day  labor  to  men  hired  as  extra  loaders  when 
there  is  no  loading.  The  same  to  apply  to  machine  runners  and  shovelers 
when  hired  as  extra  men. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
RESOLUTION  NO.  288B. 
Whereas,  The  cost  of  living  has  increased  with  leaps  and  bounds  and 
the  tendencies  are  evidently  showing  still  higher  cost;  and, 

Whereas,  The  employment  of  day  labor  is  curtailed  on  every  possible 
occasion  and  only  in  a  few  instances  are  these  men  employed;  and, 

Whereas,  In  the  slack  trade  season  these  men  cannot  meet  their  liabili 
ties  with  the  low  scale  paid  and  irregular  work;  and, 

Whereas,  Day  labor  is  a  great  necessity  in  the  mines,  thus  keeping  able 
men  from  earning  better  wages  at  the  coal  face;  therefore  we,  the  members 
of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve,  That  our  convention  endeavor  to  have  the  scale  for  day  labor 
raised  to  a  more  equal  standard  with  other  work  in  the  mine. 

(This  resolution  is  not  meant  to  conflict  with  a  demand  for  an  ineretse 

all  around.) 

.r.  E.  SETTLES, 

i  CHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 

ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  288C. 
Whereas,  Our  constitutioD  calls  for  a  forty-eight-hour  working  week  and 
our  organization  expects  its  members  to  carry  it  ont;  and. 

Whereas,  The  operators  often  call  upon  our  members  to  work  longer 
than  our  constitution  allows,  doing  work  whereby  many  of  our  unemployed 
brothers  could  be  employed;  and, 

Whereas,  We  labored  for  years  to  obtain  an  eight-hour  day,  whereby 
our  members  could  have  more  time  for  education,  recreation  and  home 
comforts;  and, 

Whereas,  This  overtime  is  a  detriment  to  our  organization  and  keeps 
an  army  of  unemployed  in  our  ranks;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local 
730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve,  That  our  convention  demand  time  and  one-half  for  week-day 
overtime  and  double  time  for  Sunday  work. 

J.  B.  SETTLES, 
GHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIEILDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  ^O.  288D. 
Whereas,  We  have  no  clause  in  our  present  agreement  which  covers  the 
removing  of  coal  which  falls  from  the  face  in  the  course  of  cutting  oper- 
ations; and, 

Whereas,  This  loose  coal  is  caused  to  fall  by  heavy  roof  when  approach- 
ing old  workings  or  squeezes;  and, 

Whereas,  Machine  runners  and  shovelers  have  no  control  over  these 
conditions  and  have  to  move  said  coal  without  pay  or  consideration;  thenv 
fore  we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve,  That  we  demand  a  clause  in  our  next  agreement  whereby  our 
men  must  be  paid  for  removing  all  loose  coal  caused  by  natural  causes. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.   BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
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RESOLUTiUN   NO.  288E. 

Whereas,  An  unfair  systeDi  is  in  operation  whereby  boya  starting  in 
the  mines  as  trappers  are  kept  so  employed  at  a  low  wage  until  they  are 
eighteen,  and  often  nineteen  years  of  age;  and. 

Whereas,  The  operator  claims  the  right  to  direct  the  empiuyin«'Dt  of 
these  boys  irrespective  of  age  or  service;  and, 

Whereas,  This  system  opens  an  avenue  for  discrimination  and  discoD 
tent;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  IT.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve.  That  our  next  scale  of  wages  contain  a  graduated  scale  f<*r 
boys  from  sixteen  to  nineteen  years  of  ago. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHA8.  BODENHEIMER, 
AETHUE  SHIELDS, 
PRANK  HUBNEB, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  288F. 

Whereas,  Electric  machine   niuners   meet  with   various  obstructions  iu 
the  course  of  cutting,  such  as  props  and  tracks  in  their  way;  and. 

Whereas,   Under   certain   conditions   the   ordinary   jack   pipe   will  not 
reach  the  roof  and  entails  a  great  loss  of  time  to  the  runner;  and, 

Whereas,  In  our  opinion  the  machine  cable  should  not  exceed  250  feet 
ill  length;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.. 

Resolve,  That  all  obstructions  bo  removed  by  the  operator,  and  if  not. 
lh('  price  per  run  under  such  conditions  to  be  paid  double; 

Resolve,  That   where  ordinary  jack  pipe  cannot  be   used   double  run^ 
l»c  paid; 

Resolve.  That  the  m^i chine  cable  does  not  exceed  250  feet  in  length. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER. 
T.  R.  DOWNIB, 

Resolutions  Committee. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  288G. 


Whereas,  Ji  has  become  a  practice  in  mines  where  eoal-cutting  ma- 
lines  are  used  for  the  operator  to  compel  the  machine  men  to  move  to 
ly  part  of  the  mine,  thus  causing  loss  of  time  to  the  men;  and, 

Whereas,  The  operator  claims  this  right  without  pay,  irrespective  of 
stance  between  various  working  places;   and. 

Whereas,  This  is  an  inJBstice  to  these  men  and  its  evil  elToets  are  far- 
aching  and  a  menace  to  our  members;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Local 
o.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Kesolve,  That  when  a  machine  is  opening  up  a  new  territory  and  drives 
main  entry  up   for  the  stub  entries,  the  machine   bo  given  the  first  pair 
'  stub  entries. 

(N.  B. — This  resolution  applies  to  both  electric  and  punching  machines.) 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.  BODENHEIMEK, 
ABTHUB  SHIELDS, 
FBANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  288n. 

WMiereas,  In  casus  going  before  the  joiut  board  for  settlement  the  locals 
fected  are  excluded  from  the  hearing  and  business  is  conducted  in  se- 
et;  and. 

Whereas,  This  system  is  undemocratic  and  unfair  to  the  locals  affected 
id  tends  to  cause  suspicion,  which  is  undesired  by  our  members;  therefore 
I;  the  members  of  Local  No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Resolve.  That  the  secret  session  be  abolished  and  local  unions  have 
tt'infx  power  on  all  eases  in  which  they  are  affected. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.   BODENHEIMER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBNER, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Comniittei*. 
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KE80LUTI0N  NO.  2881. 

Whereas,  It  is  becoming  prevalent  in  this  field  to  evade  paying  yaidige 
for  entries  which  have  hitherto  been  paid  for;  and, 

WhereaS;  Conditions  are  made  to  make  this  evasion  possible,  whieb 
are  detrimental  to  our  members;  and, 

Whereas,  We  have  no  bases  to  cover  this  case  and  the  operator  makes 
rules  over  which  we  have  no  control;  therefore  we,  the  members  of  Loeal 
No.  730,  U.  M.  W.  of  A., 

Besolve,  That  our  convention  demand  yardage  price  for  all  entries 
making  new  territory,  irrespective  of  width. 

J.  E.  SETTLES, 
CHAS.   BODENHEOCER, 
ARTHUR  SHIELDS, 
FRANK  HUBN^m, 
T.  R.  DOWNIE, 

Resolutions  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289. 

Peoria,  111.,  December  19,  1911. 
lioHolved,  That  wo  trannaot  all  our  business  direct  with  the  operators  and 
rofnsc  to  recognize  tlicir  ronunisRioncrs. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289B. 

Peoria,  HI.,  December  19,  1911, 
KesoJved,  That  Article  7,  in  the  agreement  of  District  12,  entitled:  "Pay 
Days  and  Statements  of  Accounts/^  be  amended  to  read:  "The  miners  are 
to  1)0  i)aiil  overy  Saturday  in  lawful  money,  the  balance  due  them  for  the 
previous  week.  In  case  a  pay  day  falls  on  a  legal  holiday,  the  men  shall  t»e 
paid  the  day  j)revioua.  Statements  shall  be  issued  to  all  employes  the  day 
previous. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  No.  289C. 

Peoria,  111.,  December  19,  1911. 
RoHolvod,  Tliat  Artiolo  26,  in  District  12,  Clause  B,  entitled,  ''Where  Track 
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Laid  by  the  Operutur. ' '  he  amended  to  read :  '  *  That  all  track  shall  be  laid 
y  the  company,  and  when  a  miner  has  to  leave  his  working  place  on  account 
f  such  track  not  being  laid,  through  the  neglect  of  the  company,  it  shall  em- 
loy  said  miner  doing  company  work.  Said  miner  to  receive  a  wage  equal  to 
is  average  daily  net  earnings  at  the  face  during  the  time  in  which  he  does 
lid  company  work.  Provided,  that  the  company  may  employ  said  miner  to 
.y  the  track  in  his  room.  The  compensation  not  to  be  less  than  two  hours 
)r  each  pair  of  atrnight  rails  laid." 

RUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289D. 

Peoria,  111.,  December  19,  1911. 
Resolved,  That  Article  28,  entitled,  '*An  Equal  Turn,"  be  amended  as  fol- 
ws:     "That  the  words,  *a  fair  chance/  be  stricken  out  and  the  words,  *an 
jual  opportunity'  be  inserted.     Also  that  the  word  *ten*  be  stricken  out  and 
le  word  'three'  be  inserted." 

EUGENE  E.  IX)E,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  289E. 

Peoria,  III,  December  19,  1911. 
K^solvcd,  That  Article  32,  entitled,  ** Negotiations  for  Next  Agreement," 
•  Mtnckon  out  entirely. 

EUGENE  E.  DOE,  L.  U.  73. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  290. 

Byesville,  Ohio,  January  11,  1912. 
Whereas,  The  members  of  Ideal  Local  No.  1753,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  unani 
ously  passed  a  resolution  that  it  bo 

Resolved,  That  we  demand,  where  coal  companies  own  more  than  one 
ine,  that  we  compel  them  to  keep  all  their  mines  in  operation  and  divide  the 
ork  equally  with  all  the  mines. 

JOHN  KERB, 
ME'LVIN  NICHOLSON, 
WM.  SLAY. 
G.  S.  YAN'   '. 

Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS  AND  GRIBVANCBS. 

Delegate  Lawrence,  District  No.  J 2,  secretary  of  the  committee,  reported 
;is  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  272. 

Tnilianapolis,  lud.,  January  17,  1911 
To  the  delegutCH  attending  this  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  I/nited 
Mine  Workers  of  America : 

Whereas,  Mr.  Al  Deck,  wliile  employed  as  an  organizer  and  Avorking  in  the 
state  of  West  Virginia,  was  assaulted  by  thugs  in  the  employ  of  the  coal  corpo- 
ration thert»'.  and  as  a  result  of  said  assault  has  sustained  such  injury  as  has 
incapacitated  him  from  labor,  and 

Whereas,  lie  is  now  in  need  of  assistance,  be  it 

Resolved,  'J*hat  this  c^)nventiun  make  such  jirovision  as  will  in  a  measure 
i.oni}>onsate  him  for  the  injury  sustained  while  working  for  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  our  union. 

(Signed)     J.  W.  MURRAY,  Local  No.  2555. 

GEOR(iE  BRANIGAN,  Local  No.  290. 
ROBERT  M.   ROLL,  President  District  No.  ST.. 
ANDREW  MATTY,  Local  No.  2047. 
The  committee  made  the  following  report  on  Resolution  No.  272: 

REPORT  OF  (  OMiMI i'TKK  OX    KKSOLUTION  NO.   272. 

The  committeL"  nonconcur  in  Resolution  No.  272  and  recommend  that  the 
;if»peal  in  behalf  of  Albert  Deck  be  not  sustained. 

In  substantiation  of  our  report,  wo  base  our  contentions  on  the  following 
facts  as  ascertained  by  the  evidence  and  testimony  submitted  to  your  committee: 

First.  Albert  Deck  is  not  a  paid  up  member  in  the  local  union  in  wbict 
lie  claims  membership.  The  following  telegram  and  letter  are  self -explanatorv : 
*'  E.  E.  Brown,  F.  S.  L.  T'.  No.  944,  Hfrriu,  111. 

''The  (.'ommittee  ou  Appeals  and  Grievances  have  under  consideration  the 
Al  Deck  case.  Testimony  has  lieon  submitted  before  our  committee  which  left 
his  membership  in  doubt.  Committee  desire  you  to  supply  us  immediately  infor- 
mation officially  as  to  his  membership  in  your  local  union,  along  with  a  financial 
•statement  of  dues  and  assessments  paid  by  him  from  February  1,  1910,  up  to  the 
j.r«»sent  time.     Send  letter  to  Wni.  Diamond,  Oneida  Hotel. 

"WM.  DIAMOND,  Chairman  of  Committee'' 
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**Herriii,  HI.,  January  22,  1912. 
**Mr.  Win.  Diamond,  Chairniau  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances: 

''Yours  received  and  got  vice-president  to  call  n  committee  and  enclosed 
please  find  statement  of  amount  paid. 

''The  first  $2.00  was  sent  from  hospital  and  just  about  paid  him  from 
time  he  put  in  card  to  April  1,  1910.  Then  we  went  on  strike  and  were  exon- 
erated until  September  9,  1910,  and  Deck  told  me  his  salary  wasn  't  started  until 
November  1,  1910,  at  which  1  began  to  count  his  dues  again  and  received  $4.75 
from  then  to  now. 

"During  this  time  we  received  $1.25  from  Deck  as  initiation  for  a  trapper 
who  hadn  't  cash  to  pay  intitiation,  and  when  he  first  lapsed  he  told  me  I  hadn  't 
credited  him  with  this  $1.25,  and  with  the  understanding  he  hadn 't  received  this 
back,  as  he  said  he  hadn 't,  I  gave  him  n  statement  that  his  dues  wouldn  't  lapse 
until  September  30,  1911,  and  afterwards  found  he  had  received  this  on  October 

29,  1910,  and  local  treasurer  still  has  check  marked  paid.     Then  on  September 

30,  1911,  I  refused  his  dues  and  gave  him  statement  of  reasons  why.    This  will 
explain  the  two  conflicting  statements. 

"Hoping  this  will  sntisfactorily  explain  matters,  T  am, 

"Yours  truly, 
(Seal  attached)  "E.  BROWN,  Sec'y  No.  944,  Herrin,  111.'* 

L.  U.  944. 
Statement — December,  1909,  nothing;  .January,  1910,  nothing;  February, 
1910,  nothing;  March  9,  1910,  $2.00;  April,  1910,  nothing;  May,  1910,  nothing; 
June,  1910,  nothing;  July,  1910,  nothing;  August,  1910,  nothing;  September, 
28,  1910,  $2.25;  May  19,  1911,  $1.50;  June  15,  1911,  $1.00;  paid  by  Jack  Mur- 
phy; total,  $6.75. 

J.  A.  SPENCE,  V.-P.,  Acting  President  No.  944, 

E.  BROWN,  Sec  'y  Local  Union  No.  944,  Herrin,  HI. 

ROBT.  F.  YORK,  Rec.  Sec'y  No.  944. 

JTJD  ROGERS, 
FRANK  MELOIN, 
TONY     ANALANDRONE, 
JAMES  M'GUIRE, 
(Seal  1j.  U.  No.  944.)  Committee. 

Second.  According  to  the  foregoing  letter  received  from  the  financial 
secretary  of  Local  Union  No.  944,  Al  Deck  told  him  that  he  did  not  receive  any 
compensation  from  the  organization  during  the  strike  in  Hlinois,  but  upon  in- 
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veetigation  of  the  books  of  the  Intermitioual  Secretary -Treasiirer,  we  find  tet 
the  said  Al  Deck  received  his  salary  as  an  oiganizer  dnring  that  ^ime. 

From  the  Ist  day  of  February,  1910,  until  the  1st  day  of  April,  1911,  be 
received  $3.50  per  day  and  expenses.  From  the  1st  day  of  April,  1911,  until  the 
15th  day  of  September,  1911,  he  received  $75.00  per  month.  From  that  time 
his  salary  has  been  discontinued. 

In  conformity  with  the  action  of  the  convention  of  District  No.  12,  he  wis 
required  to  pay  10  per  cent,  of  his  salary  to  the  defense  fund  of  that  district 
(luring  the  strike,  which  he  failed  to  do. 

Third.  The  committee  was  influenced  in  making  this  recommendation  tbit 
the  appeal  be  not  sustained  on  the  grounds  that  it  may  establish  a  precedent  is 
our  organization.  We  feel  that  the  organization  is  not  in  a  position  finandaDj 
to  carry  a  pension  roll  for  all  members  who  are  injured  in  the  advancement  of 
our  organization. 

WM.  DIAMOND, 
W.  HARGEST. 
CHAS.  FOX, 
PAT  CABY, 
JOHN  ZELENKA, 
D.  N.  SKEETERS, 
F.  WATTE, 
GBOCE  LAWRENCE. 

Delegate  Lawrence — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Green  (Wra.),  District  No.  6,  in  the  ciiair. 

Delegate  Lawson — I  desire  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  move  that  all  doctors '  bills  incurred  by  Al  Deck  because  of  the  in- 
juries received  by  him  in  the  Loop  Creek  of  West  Virginia  on  the  night  of 
February  4,  1910,  shall  be  paid  by  the  International  organization;  and  that  $12 
per  week  shall  be  paid  to  his  family,  the  same  to  continue  until  otherwise 
changed  by  an  International  convention.     (Seconded.) 

T  have  no  desire  at  this  time  to  criticise  the  position  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee, but  I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  principle  involved  in  this  case,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  taken  up  and 
overy  phase  of  it  discussed  and  understood  before  a  vote  is  taken. 

In  January,  1910,  Mr.  Deck  was  selected  by  the  chief  executive  of  this 
organization  and  sent  into  West  Virginia  to  do  work  in  the  interests  of 
the  men  employed  there;  and  while  serving  this  organisation  in  that  eapadty 
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be  was  aasaulted  by  the  Baldwin  detective  agents  and  received  the  same  treat- 
ment many  of  our  people  have  received  who  have  gone  into  those  unorganized 
fields.  Mr.  Deck  went 'to  West  Virginia  and  reported  to  President  Davis  of 
that  district.  He  then  went  up  to  a  place  called  Glen  Jean,  in  the  Loop 
Creek  district.  While  there  he  was  informed  that  he  was  discovered  and 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  quietly  escape  from  that  country.  Accom- 
panied by  another  International  organizer,  he  made  his  way  over  the  moun- 
tains, through  a  foot  of  snow,  from  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad  to  the 
Virginia  Kailroad.  The  two  organizers  were  arrested  and  taken  off  the  train 
at  a  place  called  Deep  water.  They  were  taken  back  to  Glen  Jean,  or  rather 
Mr.  Deck  was.  He  was  there  told  to  go  back  to  his  hotel  and  remain  until 
morning.  He  discovered  that  the  people  living  in  the  hotel  were  very  much 
afraid  that  something  was  going  to  happen.  He  discovered  that  the  hotel 
was  being  watched,  and  decided,  the  same  as  any  other  man  with  any  courage 
would,  to  try  to  make  his  escape  from  that  country.  He  succeeded  in  getting 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  out  of  Glen  Jean  when  he  was  assaulted  by  some 
of  the  Baldwin  detectives.  He  was  beaten  up  and  left  by  the  railroad  track 
to  die. 

Mr.  Deck  met  those  people  about  10:30  at  night  and  was  discovered  next 
morning  at  5:30  by  a  train  crew.  The  thermometer,  I  am  informed,  was 
below  zero.  He  had  been  permitted  to  lie  there  all  night  weltering  in  his 
blood.  When  he  was  discovered  by  the  train  crew  he  was  taken  to  a  hospital. 
The  doctors  did  not  hold  out  any  hope  of  his  recovery,  but  fortunately,  or 
unfortunately,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  man  did  survive.  He  was  taken  home, 
and  I  presume  his  people  at  home  took  the  best  possible  care  of  him.  The 
International  Board,  it  is  true,  gave  him  some  support.  It  is  also  true  that 
the  International  Board  saw  fit  to  cut  this  support  off. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  there  is  a  great  principle  involved  in 
this  question.  When  tliis  organization  selects  men  to  go  out  into  the  unor- 
ganized fields,  I  believe  they  ought  to  select  men  who  possess  courage  to  go 
and  work  in  the  int<*reat8  of  the  organization,  regardless  of  the  peril  they 
may  be  placed  in;  and  if  this  convention  does  not  see  fit  to  take  the  case 
of  Mr.  Deck  up  for  the  sake  of  his  family,  I  say  you  are  going  to  establish 
another  kind  of  precedent,  if  you  please,  that  when  men  are  sent  into  t*he 
unorganized  portions  of  this  country  to  work  they  will  be  perfectly  justified 
in  putting  their  backs  up  against  the  wall  and  their  feet  against  the  stove 
and  remaining  inactive.  And  while  we  have  such  districts  as  Pennsylvania, 
Alabama,  West  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  Colo- 
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rado  to  organize,  we  will  need  a  great  uiauy  nieu  who  \nll  go  like  good  loldieff 
\Nhere  they  are  seDt. 

There  is  one  other  pbaue  of  this  case  1  want  to  draw  to  your  attrition, 
mid  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  most  important  one.  In  Illinois  there  is  a  mother 
niid  two  children  watching  and  waiting  for  the  verdict  of  this  great  jaij. 
They  are  waiting  there  to  find  out  whether  or  not  you  are  going  to  do  anj- 
t  hing  to  keep  the  wolf  away  from  the  door.  Wc  have  taken  their  father  annj 
from  them,  so  far  as  his  support  is  concerned,  and  now  I  want  to  say  it  is  up 
to  us  to  say  wliether  we  are  big  enough  to  establish  a  precedent.  We  are 
going  to  legisFatures  demanding  that  compensation  laws  be  passed  to  proteet 
our  people,  to  compensate  them  when  they  are  injured  and  to  compensate  tbedr 
relatives  wlien  they  are  killed;  but  here  we  are,  a  great  convention,  refusing 
to  establish  a  precedent.  Has  this  organization  come  to  a  place  wheTe  it  is 
not  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  the  few  men  who  may  be  injured  while  tir- 
ing to  advance  the  cause?  I  don't  think  so.  I  don't  feel  that  time  has 
come.  If  the  precedent  has  not  been  established — and  I  think  you  wiU  And  it 
has  if  the  records  are  gone  over — I  think  it  is  high  time  we  should  establish 
it.  It  is  high  time  we  established  a  precedent;  it  is  high  time  that  we  do 
something  to  show  we  mean  what  we  say. 

I  want  to  know  if  this  great  organization  is  going  to  permit  those  two 
little  children  to'  go  uucared  forf  I  want  to  know  if  we  are  going  to  deny 
t  hem  the  right  of  an  education  ?  I  want  to  know  if  we  are  going  to  compel 
the  mother  of  those  children  to  go  ont  and  support  them  when  we  ourselves 
have  taken  their  support  away  from  themf  I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Deck 
paid  his  dues  or  not  after  he  was  injured,  but  according  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  his  local  union  did  accept  dues  even  after  that  time.  I  under- 
stand Mr.  Deck  was  a  member  in  good  standing  when  he  was  injured,  and  anj 
one  who  knows  anything  about  this  case  knows  the  man's  family  is  entitled 
to  1)0  taken  care  of. 

The  substitute,  my  friends,  does  not  ask  for  a  compensation  such  as  we 
would  like  to  have;  it  does  not  ask  for  the  kind  of  compensation  we  are 
donianding  for  ourselves  from  our  employers.  No,  it  is  asking  only  for  a 
pittance  of  twelve  dollars  a  week  for  his  family.  I  believe  the  great  prin- 
ciple that  is  the  foundation  of  our  organization  is  involved.  Whenever  a  man 
is  elected  or  appointed  to  office  in  this  organization,  if  he  is  willing  to 
accept,  he  ought  to  be  willing  to  place  his  life  in  jeopardy,  if  necessary,  to 
<  any  ont  the  instruction*?  and  advance  the  interests  of  this  organization;  hot 
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I  do  not  believe  a  inau  ever  lived  who  was  justified  in  placing  the  lives  and 
happiness  of  his  family  in  jeopardy,  \%ith  a  knowledge  that  they  were  not 
going  to  be  taken  care  of  if  anything  happened  to  him. 

If  the  time  has  conic  that  this  organization  is  so  short  of  funds  we  are  « 
unable  to  take  care  of  this  mother  and  her  two  little  children,  it  must  be 
very  poor  indeed.  You  are  the  jury,  you  are  the  men  to  decide,  and  I  hope 
when  you  decide  you  will  say  that  when  we  send  men  out  in  the  field  to 
do  service  for  us,  whether  you  are  going  to  pay  them  to  do  bona  fide  service 
or  whether  you  are  not.  I  have  served  this  organization  now  for  seven 
years.  I  have  served  it  in  the  unorganized  portions  of  the  country  and  I 
know  what  I  am  saying  when  I  make  this  statement.  I  have  been  willing 
at  all  times  to  do  the  thing  1  felt  would  advance  the  interests  of  the 
organization,  but  I  always  felt  I  had  the  backing  of  this  organization  when 
I  did  it.  Is  this  convention  going  to  say  today  whether  we  are  going  to  do 
that  or  whether  we  are  going  to  say  to  the  Baldwin  detective  agency  and  the 
other  legalized  thugs  and  nuirders  of  this  country :  *  ^  There  is  one  of  our  men  I 
You  can  take  him  and  beat  him  up  and  the  organization  will  take  no  interest 
in  his  welfare  or  the  welfare  of  his  family  aftenvardsf  I  say  to  you  now 
that  is  the  question  I  want  you  to  consider.  You  are  the  jury,  and  it  is  up 
to  you  to  decide. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  6 — From  the  information  I  have  got, 
when  Brother  Deck  was  selected  as  an  organizer  to  go  into  West  Virginia  he 
was 'a  young  man,  supposed  to  be  intelligent,  full  of  ambition  to  build  up  our 
organization  in  West  Virginia.  In  my  opinion  he  was  one  of  the  soldiers  on 
the  firing  line.  From  the  information  I  got  from  President  Welsh  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor  of  West  Virginia,  before  the  legislature  of  West 
Virginia,  when  a  bill  was  introduced  to  abolish  the  police  law  of  that  state, 
Brother  Deck  went  through  one  of  the  most  horrible  experiences  any  man 
<'ould  go  through  in  a  lifetime.  Brother  Deck's  case  was  before  them  when 
that  bill  was  up,  and  anybody  who  read  the  evidence  that  was  submitted  by 
the  State  Federation  of  West  Virginia  before  that  body  will  realize  the  truth 
of  what  I  say.  Here  is  Brother  Dock  today,  an  object  of  sympathy,  not  able 
to  work,  in  fact  not  able  to  take  care  of  himself.  This  organization  ought 
to  be  big  enough  to  protect  this  man.  Any  one  who  ^nows  him  will  realize 
that  he  is  not  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  let  alone  take  care  of  his  family. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.),  District  6 — I  have  no  desire  to  either  talk  for 
or    against    the   commifter  's    report ;    neither    will    I    advocate   or   oppose  the 
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i«»{raoc   oi  \JLc   subflsitiite.     This  eoBTcatioB.  howevar,  is   entitled  to  aek 
.'zLf'.rmatioc  a«  we  f^n  get  in  coimeetioB  with  this  eaae. 

Ic  th'-  ^nter  of  19i*9  and  1910  vc  dedded  to  place  in  the  noB-vm 
ftekis  of  this  eountry  a  number  of  oiganiaen.  Tboae  organisers  were  located 
in  the  non-onion  fields  of  PennsrlTmnia.  Marrland.  West  Virginia,  KeataekT 
:in<i  Tf^nne^^e.  Men  who  uere  lofated  in  thoee  sections  were  told  what  tk 
'*oc4it:oD«  weiv.  and  that  erenr  man  practicalhr  took  his  life  in  his  bud 
ir  S'>ing  iot"  th*'^^  comm unities  Id  assigning  men  to  those  eommnnitie^  1 
wa«  rot  unmindful  of  the  danger,  beeaose  I  had  been  in  every  one  of  than 
mr^elf  r.LeD  I  «%a>  \iee-pre«ident  of  this  organisation.  I  am  not  going  to 
take  ui.  VMur  tin..-  i>ieturing  the  conditions  there  or  appealing  to  yow 
s\'mf<ithy  by  r«?^itin^  many  y*{  the  things  that  happened,  but  I  knew  ^ 
danger?  that  exL<ted  ti>  organizers  sent  into  those  fields. 

A'  De»-k  v.Mimt#^red  to  go  to  the  Xew  Birer  section  of  Wert  Viigini* 
..n  I^-H.f.  i  reek,  after  a  full  explanation  had  been  made  of  the  conditions 
there.  That  s-vti.!:.  -ut^ide  of  the  Norfolk  k  Western  field,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  !iio>T  dangerous  locality  for  an  organiser  of  any  place  in  the  Tnited 
States.  If  any  of  yon  hare  any  doubts  about  it,  my  adviee  is  for  yon  to 
attempt,  erenlT  secret ly.  to  invade  that  fidd.  He  had  been  there  a  number 
of  weeks  and  was  l<«-«^.iniing  conversant  with  the  situation,  paving  the  wit 
tor  what  uc  believed  uuuld  be  a  general  movement  in  that  state. 

In  January.  191i''.  two  year5  ago.  many  of  you  who  are  in  this  convention 
will  renK-mber  the  criticism  directeii  against  the  organising  force  of 'this 
organizatl'Mi.  That  criticism  had  become  90  intense  and  so  personal  in  its 
direction  toward  the  presiding  officer  at  that  time — who  is  now  taOdng  to 
yon — that  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  refusing  to  give  the  information  to 
the  convention  as  to  where  our  organisers  were  located,  on  the  demand  of 
•lelegate?^  oc  the  floor.  I  said  something  to  this  effect:  That  if  I  were  to 
tell  the  convention  where  some  of  our  organizers  were  located  their  lives  wonW 
U'  of  nn  \ahie.  I'et^au^*'  they  would  be  instantly  taken.  That  may  not  be  the 
language  I  use*l.  hut  that  is  the  substance,  as  I  believe  the  records  will  show. 
And  I  regretted  the  statement  the  instant  it  was  made.  T  could  appredste 
probably  better  than  iny  man  in  the  convention  st  that  time  that  the  instant 
that  statement  went  out  over  the  country  it  only  increased  the  vigilance  of 
the  men  employed  by  the  coal  companies  to  locate  our  organisers. 

I  may  be  wrong  in  my  conclusions,  but  I  am  going  to  state  now  whit 
I  stated  before  our  board  when  thi?  question  was  being  considered  after  Al 
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Dec'k  was  assaulted  aud  left  ou  the  railroad  for  dead^  and  that  is  that  I 
believed  the  statement  I  made  in  the  convention  at  that  time  indirectly  had 
something  to  do  mth  the  assault  on  Al  Deck.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  one 
thing  is  eertaiu,  he  was  assaulted  on  Loop  Creek,  and  according  to  the  in- 
formation we  got  after  he  was  knocked  down  ai;id  when  one  of  his  legs 
was  lying  aiTosh  the  rail  ou  tliat  railroa<l,  one  of  the  guards  struck  that  leg 
across  the  rail  and  broke  the  bones. 

Of  course  men  would  naturally  say,  and  very  properly  say:  **\Vhy  were 
not  those  criminals  apprehended,  prosecuted  and  convicted f  By  direction 
of  the  board  we  employed  secret  service  men  to  go  into  that  field.  As  in 
former  cases  of  assault  on  organizers  of  this  organization  in  Colorado  and 
elsewhere,  when  men  were  employed  to  try  to  apprehend  the  criminals,  the 
•work  was  without  success  and  the  criminals  are  at  large  today,  when  they 
ought  to  be  behind  the  bars  of  the  West  Virginia  penitentiary. 

I  said  I  was  not  going  to  speak  either  for  or  against  the  report  of  the 
committee,  neither  was  I  going  to  discuss  the  substitute  and  speak  for  or  in 
opposition  to  it.  I  might  express  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  condition  of 
Brother  Deck.  Physically,  I  do  not  believe  he  is  the  man  today  he  was 
before  he  went  to  West  Virginia;  in  fact,  1  know  he  is  not,  and  without 
any  disparagement  to  him  in  the  least,  1  want  to  add  that,  in  my  judgment, 
he  is  not  the  man  mentally  he  was  l?<?fore  he  went  to  West  Virginia.  But  in 
considering  this  matter  one  thing  slmuld  be  kept  in  mind  by  the  convention. 
In  doing  something,  if  you  so  decide,  to  provide  for  the  family  of  Al  Deck, 
place  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  men  who  will  see  that  the  family  is  taken 
<»are  of  just  as  well  as  Brother  Deck  himself. 

We  did  have  in  mind  at  om*  time  on  the  International  Executive  Board — 
at  least  it  was  talked  of — the  advisability  of  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  the  men  in  the  community  in  which  Al  Deck  lives  the  fact  that  this 
case  should  receive  the  consideration  of  everj-  United  Mine  Worker,  and  that 
he  was  an  object,  if  not  of  pity,  at  least  of  charity.  We  also  had  in  mind 
the  advisability,  if  he  was  competent  to  start  some  little  business  in  his  home 
town,  to  help  him  do  so.  We  thought  he  might  start  some  little  business, 
such  as  a  cigar  store,  a  confectionery  store,  or  both,  and  let  the  people  of 
that  community  understand  that  they  would  be  doing  their  duty  in  patron- 
izing him  as  well  as  anybody  else,  and  in  doing  that  they  would  relieve  the 
organization  of  any  further  obligation.     However,  that  was  not  put  in  eflfect. 

A  delegate  arose  to  a  point  of  order  and  stated  that  Delegate  TiCwis  had 
exceeded  the  time  limit  for  speaking.  . 
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Molegate  Cherillo — I  move  to  extdid  llelegate  Lewis's  time.  He  bas  bees 
talking  ten  minutes. 

Chairman   Green — Delegate  Lewis   lias  the  floor. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  have  covered  in  the  briefest  possible  word« 
I  can  the  nituation  insofar  as  I  believe  the  convention  should  know  the  fwts. 
There  may  bo  other  circumstances  that  I  know  nothing  of.  and  I  have  no 
desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  convention  any  further  in  <li»cnsmng  thf 
question. 

President  White — In  order  that  the  convention  may  understand  the 
nature  of  the  case  now  being  considered,  it  ought  to  lie  presented  to  you  in 
the  exact  status  it  should  come  before  you.  The  action  of  Brother  Deck  i< 
an  appeal  taken  from  the  action  of  the  International  Executive  Board.  I 
am  not  going  to  question  former  President  Lewises  statement  in  reference  to 
Brother  Deck. 

I  have  but  a  very  brief  acquaintance  with  Brother  Deck.  I  heard  of  his 
injury  at  the  time  it  occurred.  I  had  no  ]>erRonal  acquaintance  with  him 
then.  I  l)elieve  I  have  met  him  once  since.  When  I  took  charge  of  th* 
office  of  President  on  the  first  of  April  last,  I  found  tliat  a  committee  had 
heon  appointed  by  the  previous  administration  to  visit  Mr.  Deck's  home  town. 
This,  I  think,  was  the  outgrowth  of  Mr.  Deck's  application  to  the  Intemn 
lional  Executive  Board  for  a  financial  settlement  along  the  lines  discussed  hv 
former  President  Lewis.  As  a  result  of  that  application,  a  committee  wai* 
appointed  from  the  International  Executive  Board  by  the  previous  adminis- 
tration to  visit  his  home  and  ascertain  his  surroundings,  the  sentiment  of 
the  people  in  that  community,  and  everything  that  might  have  a  direct  bearing 
1)11  Brother  Deck's  case.  This  committee,  I  believe,  consisted  of  Board  mem- 
hors  Ramage,  of  District  11,  and  Harrison,  of  District  20.  I  don't  remember 
whether  there  was  another  member  on  the  committee  or  not.  I  think  there 
Nvere  just  the  two.  They  reported  back  to  the  first  session  of  the  International 
Hxe(Mitivo  Board  held  during  my  administration.  They  made  the  report  and 
as  a  result  of  it  and  the  action  of  the  board  we  decided  to  give  Mr.  Deck's 
family  seventy-five  dollars  a  month,  that  allowance  to  remain  in  effect  until 
the  next  session  of  the  International  Executive  Board.  No  one  would  have 
tlie  power  to  sel  that  aside  until  the  board  itself  did  so  at  the  next  session. 

When  this  action  of  the  board  became  known,  numerous  letters  were 
addressed  to  the  President  from  individuals  and  local  unions  in  the  state  of 
Illinois  concerning  Mr.  Deck.     It   i^  not  my   purpose  at  this  time  to  discu* 
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Mr.  Deck  in  any  T7ay,  shape  or  form.  All  I  rise  for  is  to  make  mention  of 
the  incidents  in  connection  with  his  case  and  the  action  of  the  International 
Executive  Board  thereon.  At  the  next  session  of  the  board  the  allowance 
3f  seven ty-five  dollars  a  month  was  continued  until  the  board  would  meet 
4gain.  This  kept  the  presiding  officer  of  your  organization  continually  answer- 
ing correspondence.  I  have  a  large  number  of  letters  that  are  indicative  of 
the  interest  taken  in  this  matter  from  the  locality  where  Mr.  Deck  resides. 
The  matter  was  taken  up  in  the  meeting  of  the  board  in  Pittsburgh  last  sum- 
mer. At  that  meeting  every  phase  of  Mr.  Deck's  case  was  considered,  and 
the  secretary  was  instructed  to  discontinue  this  financial  consideration. 

I  am  sure  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  how  Mr.  Deck  received  his 
injuries,  and  I  have  ns  much  sympathy  in  my  makeup,  I  believe,  as  the  average 
man;  but  the  International  Executive  Board,  in  discussing  this  matter,  felt 
is  if  they  had  no  power  to  continue  that  allowance.  We  have,  as  most  of 
the  experienced  members  of  this  organization  know,  a  large  number  of  men 
ivho  have  been  afflicted  by  similar  circumstances  at  different  times  and  places, 
md  even  now,  as  a  result  of  the  great  struggle  that  occurred  in  the  Irwin 
field,  we  are  beseiged  by  appeals  from  individuals  for  assistance  on  account 
:>f  injuries  they  sustained  in  that  conflict. 

I  wiint  the  convention  to  uuderstand  the  action  of  the  Executive  Board. 
We  had  no  provision  in  our  constitution  or  our  organic  law  to  provide  for 
^uch  a  contingency.  I  do  not  believe  the  board  was  without  sympathy  in 
this  particular  matter.  Tt  is  a  well-known  fact  that  when  we  made  this 
=illowance  to  Brother  Deck  these  inquiries  were  being  made  from  his  home 
community  at  Herrin,  111.,  and  we  were  very  busily  engaged  answering  cor- 
respondence asking  if  we  had  appropriated  so  many  thousand  dollars  for 
Mr.  Deck  and  hU  family.  Some  had  circulated  the  statement  that  we  bought 
I  farm  for  Mr.  Deck,  others  that  we  had  established  him  in  business,  and 
many  other  wild  rumors  gained  currency  in  connection  with  the  case.  The 
t»oard,  after  cod  tinning  the  allowance  of  seventy-five  dollars  a  month  for  ap- 
proximately six  months,  decided  to  discontinue  it. 

Mr.  Deck  is  taking  ain  appeal  to  this  convention.  I  am  Hot  censuring 
[dm  for  that.  If  he  believes  this  convention — and  he  has  a  right  to  believe 
it— owes  him  the  protection  for  his  family  he  is  seeking,  this  convention 
>ught  to  know  the  motive  that  actuated  the  International  Executive  Board  in 
liscontinuing  the  allowance.  As  I  stated  in  the  outset,  I  have  no  disposition 
o  jfn   into  the   personal  affairs  of  any  man,  and   I   know  nothing  about  the 
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i^ireumstances  surrouoding  this  nuni  *b  aeddent  and  injiiiy  except  what  I  hav« 
gleaned  from  others.  I  take  it  for  granted  be  was  serionalj  injiued  is  a 
result  of  that  assault,  and  we  eontukoed  the  allowance,  as  I  have  stated,  mtil 
the  meeting  of  the  board  held  in  Pittsborgh.  In  that  meeting  the  botrd 
authorized  us  to  discontinue  the  allowanee. 

Delegate  Dojie,  District  15 — I  desire  to  state  as  one  member  of  the  coo- 
mittee  that  the  impreasicn  might  be  left  that  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and 
Grievances  all  signed  the  report.  Eight  members  of  the  eoBunittee  signed 
it.  I  being  the  ninth  member,  refused  to  sign  it.  I  did  not  agree  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  but.  being  alone.  I  did  not  desiie  to  make  a 
minoritT  report.  Had  one  of  the  other  members  disagreed  with  it,  that  would 
have  l^een  my  stand.  From  the  evidence  produced  I  could  see  no  other  way 
than  to  make  provision  for  the  family  of  Al  Deck.  The  nature  of  most  of 
the  testimony  given  in  this  ease  is  personal.  A  majority  of  the  testimoov 
(M>ni'erned  Al  Deck  *s  conduct  a:»  a  man.  I  do  not  believe  the  character  of  a 
man  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  Whether  these  aUegations  agaiafft 
Mr.  Deck  can  lie  proved  or  not  does  not  affect  my  decision  in  the  case. 

Al  Deck,  an  organizer  under  President  Lewis's  administration,  went  into 
this  fieUl.  and  while  i*erforming  his  duty  received  word  that  he  was  about  to 
1  e  attacked.  While  trying  to  make  his  getaway  he  was  assaulted  and  left 
in  the  condition  he  is  in  today.  I  believe  he  is  present,  and  any  one  who 
de<dro<  to  do  (*au  see  him  and  talk  to  him.  As  a  matter  of  justice,  not  as 
a  matter  of  sympathy,  some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  wife  and  two 
little  children  of  Al  Deck,  as  well  as  for  his  aged  mother,  who  were  dependent 
ii(H>u  him  before  this  accident.  I  do  not  mean  that  we  should  pay  him  any 
great  salary  or  anything  of  the  kind,  but  we  should  be  as  liberal  as  poasiUe. 
I  think  the  least  the  convention  can  do  is  to  adopt  the  substitute  offered  by 
Delegate  Lawson. 

IMegate  McD^^iald  (D.^.  District  12 — Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  listened  verr 
patiently  t'»  the  statements  made  by  the  speakers  in  behalf  of  Al  Deck.  I 
hd\e  ioi»n  waiting  for  some  one  to  give  us  some  information  that  he  was 
injured  in  the  way  he  stated.  More  than  one  member  of  the  Intematiooal 
Executive  Board  has  given  me  the  information  that  they  were  unaUe  to 
'letermlne  the  manner  in  which  he  was  injured,  exeept  by  his  statements. 

Delegate  Lewis  has  come  nearer  stating  the  tneta  when  he  amya  if  joa 
are  going  to  give  Al  Deck  anything  to  give  it  to  his  wife  and  family.  If  I  feh 
Brother  T>e<»k  was  th**  man  Brother  Lawson  pictured  him.  and  this  convention 
ri^fu"^^»«l  to  pive  him  any  oon«nderation.  I  would  go  into  our  district  convention 
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when  it  convener  next  month  and  endeavor  to  get  some  provision  made  for 
Mr.  Deck. 

I  understand  that  in  the  Irwin  field  a  number  of  our  members  were 
killed  and  that  they  left  dependents.  Some  men  were  killed  in  Ulinois  in 
trying  to  establish  the  organization,  an^  in  that  state  we  are  still  taking 
care  of  the  widows  and  orphans  that  were  left  as  a  result  of  the  Virden 
riot.  We  pay  a  monthly  stipend  to  every  one  of  them.  There  is  no  suffer- 
ing as  a  result  of  the  Cherry  disaster.  The  women  and  children  are  being 
well  taken  care  of,  and  we  have  ample  funds  to  take  care  of  them  for  many 
years  to  come. 

If  this  matter  were  left  to  the  members  of  Al  Deck's  own  local  union, 
after  his  actions  down  there,  he  would  not  get  thirty  cents.  Mr.  Deck  may 
be  crippled — I  understand  he  is  crippled  pretty  badly.  I  heard  some  feJlows 
say  before  he  went  to  West  Virginia  that  if  he  did  not  quit  hammering  the 
organization  down  there  he  would  be  crippled  before  he  went.  I  met  him 
before  he  went  to  West  Virginia.  He  came  to  a  conference  we  had  in 
Carbondale.  From  there  we  traced  him  to  other  places  and  found  he  was 
industriously  hammering  the v officials.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  trying 
to  break  up  the  organization,  but  he  was  trying  to  put  President  Walker, 
myself  and  other  ofiicials  out  of  businesB  at  the  behest  of  some  one.  He  did 
not  cease  that  after  he  returned.  Some  of  the  men  down  there  said  they 
had  to  take  care  of  him  after  he  came  back  for  )iis  remarks.  I  know  one 
who  is  a  delegate  here  who  had  occasion  to  do  it. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  Deck  is  not  a  man  who  should  have  been 
appointed  an  organizer  in  the  first  place,  and  if  the  members  in  that  com- 
munity had  any  say  so  about  it  he  would  not  have  been  appointed.  He  was 
not  assigned  to  West  Virginia  immediately  on  being  appointed;  he  was 
assigned  to  Illinois.  I  met  him  on  one  or  two  occasions  and  heard  of  him 
on  other  occasions.  He  was  not  doing  any  good  for  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America.  If  Al  Deck  was  a  man  worthy  of  consideration  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  him  to  appeal  to  this  organization;  wc  would  try  to  arrange 
to  put  him  on  some  of  the  funds  we  have  in  Illinois;  but  as  one  delegate 
to  this  convention,  Mr.  Deck  will  have  to  change  his  policy  of  patronizing 
the  saloons  in  Herrin  and  persistently  and  insistently  hammering  everybody 
connected  with  the  organization  before  I  will  agree  to  anything  being  done 
for  him.  '>]  ^^ 

If  Al  Deck's  (»laini  was  valid  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  to  outside 
districts  to  get  delegates  to  sijrn  his  appeal  to  this  convention.     You  don't 
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see  the  names  of  auv  one  around  Herrin  signed  to  it.  That  is  where  k 
lives — they  know  him.  They  knew  him  before  he  went  to  Wert  Virginia  aid 
I  hey  know  him  since.  Al  Deck  will  stay  un  the  payroll  until  the  €«ws 
come  home  if  he  is  allowed,  and  will  continue  to  hammer  the  offidab  of 
our  organization  while  he  is  on  it.  His  own  organization  expelled  him  in 
non-payment  of  dues.  When  he  was  on  the  payroll  of  the  IntematioMl 
organization  he  did  not  pay  his  dues  and  assessments  into  the  local  luioB 
the  same  as  others  were  required  to  do.  And  yet  men  get  up  here  from 
districts  that  are  not  self-sustaining  and  try  to  saddle  a  load  on  this  organi- 
zation!    1  want  to  say  I  admire  their  nerve! 

If  Al  Deck  was  worthy  of  consideration  it  would  not  be  necessary  for 
representatives  from  District  15  to  take  care  of  him;  we  would  take  care 
of  hini  in  Illinois.  If  he  were  worthy  wc  would  be  glad  to  do  it.  and  we  ar** 
j»robably  better  able  to  do  it  than  the  International  is.  But  as  long  as  a  man 
is  a  patron  of  the  saloons  and  then  threatens  to  lick  everybody  in  town, 
although  he  is  so  badly  crippled — well,  he  may  be  crippled,  but  not  so  liadly 
as  some  people  would  have  it  appear! 

I  am  opposed  to  putting  Al  Deck  on  the  payroll  unless  you  arc  willing 
to  put  on  the  payroll  every  man  injured  and  crippled  in  establishing  the 
organization.  There  wore  men  killed  and  crippled  in  the  Alabama  strike  and 
there  were  men  killod  in  the  strike  in  Colorado  when  I  was  there,  and  Brother 
liawson's  house  was  the  first  to  be  blown  up  by  company  thugs.  Don't  start 
this  iinless  you  are  willing  to  make  a  clean  sweep  of  it  and  take  care  of 
those  who  are  entitled  to  it  before  you  take  care  of  those  who  are  not 
entitled   to   it. 

Delegate  Lawson — I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  McDonald  a  question- 
Will  you  answerf 

Delegate  McDonald — I  will  answer  if  I  can. 

Ik'legntc  liawson — la  your  opinion,  a  delegate  to  this  convention,  before 
iiiiiijrJHg  anything  before  the  convention  or  taking  part  in  it,  must  come 
from  a  thoroughly  organized  district  without  having  a  great  amount  of  nerve f 

Delegate  McDonald — I  say  no,  he  does  not  have  to=  come  from  a  thor- 
oughly organized  district;  but  it  has  been  my  observation  that  the  "men  who 
try  to  saddle  a  load  on  the  International  are  usually  men  that  are  not  self- 
sustaining. 

Delegate  Lawson — I  desire  to  ask  another  question.  I  would  like  to  ask 
Delegate  ^T^Doiiald  if,  in  liis  discussion  against  the  substitute,  instead  of 
attacking  Mr.  lUvk.  the  substitute  ])rovides  that  twelve  dollars  a  week  shall 
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l>e  paid  to  the  familv,  I  want  to  know  if  li«  is  including  the  fsiniily  in  his 
<liscu88ion? 

Delegate  McDonald — 1  made  no  reference  to  the  man's  family.  HIb 
family  has  my  sincere  sympathy  for  having  to  put  up  with  him. 

Delegate  Diamond,  District  24,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — Mr.  ('hair- 
man,  I  just  desire  to  place  the  position  of  tho  oonimittee  as  clearly  as  possible 
liefore  tlic  delegates  here  assembled.  I  want  to  state  first,  in  reply  to  Dele- 
jrate  Doyle,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Committrv  on  Aj)i>pals  and  Griovances, 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  is  also  true  that  after  the  report  was  adopted  and  submitted  for 
the  signatures  of  the  members  he  refu{?ed  to  sign  it.  T  make  this  statement 
in  justice  to  all  parties  concerned. 

The  inference  is  left  by  Delegate,  Lawson — and  the  substitute  also  makes 
mention  of  it — that  the  hospital  bills  should  be  paid  by  the  United  Mine 
Workers.  I  have  here  the  financial  statement  submitted  by  the  office  of 
Secretary-Treasurer  Porry,  and  I  wjU  read  some  figures  for  the  convention: 
.•H.'>14.94  has  been  paid  for  doctors'  bills  and  hospital  expenses,  and  $1,734.80 
lias  been  paid  Mr.  Deck  as  salary  from  Fobniary  4th,  1910,  to  September  2d, 
J911.  The  total  amount  paid  him  aftor  he  reoeivoii  his  injuries  is  $2,249.74. 
1    make  this  statement  in  justice  to  tlie   International  organization. 

I  want  to  state  further  that  the  (  ommittoo  on  Appeals  and  Grievances 
('ousidered  practically  all  the  phases  of  this  case,  botli  as  it  occurred  in  West 
Virginia  and  in  llerrin.  III.  Like  Delegate  McDonald,  we  were  unable  to 
<ic»cirle  that  Brother  Deck  was  injured  by  thugs  or  while  performing  his 
duty  in  that  field.  We  had  only  his  own  statement  for  that;  we  had  the 
statement  of  no  one  else.  However,  there  were  many  delegates  from  West 
Virginia  who  appeared  before  our  committee  and  stated  just  what  the  condi- 
tion ri^lly  was  in  that  field,  and  as  a  committee  we  agreed  with  them; 
hut  iM  far  as  this  particular  ca«e  is  concerned,  no  facts  were  presented  along 
that  line. 

One  of  the  delegates  who  signed  the  resolution  is  Delegate  Murray,  from 
Local  2555,  Illinois.  We  find,  upon  looking  up  the  files  of  the  International 
President's  office,  thai  a  resolution  of  protest  was  submitted  by  that  very 
local  union,  asking  the  International  to  pay  no  further  allowances  to  Al  Deck. 
In  the  face  of  all  Ihese  facts  and  also  in  the  face  of  statements  of  differ- 
ent delegates  who  appeared  before  our  committee  and  stated  that  Al  Deck 
was  not  a  member  of  our  organization,  and  witliout  I'onsidering  in  any  man- 
ner, shape  cr  form  anything  of  sentiment   or  olorpience  on   the  part  of  dele- 
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gates  who  desirod  to  <k*tViHl  Brother  Deck,  we  based  <uir  <;oBclusioiis  on  the 
facts  as  we  found  them,  uiid  that  is  that  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America.  Upon  looking  u]>  his  finaneiftl  statement  as 
submitted  by  the  financial  secretary  of  the  local  anion  in  which  he  daims 
membership,  we  find  he  was  not  a  member  of  that  local  union  for  a  good 
many  months  before  ius  allowance  was  discontinued. 

I  do  not  want  to  be  placed  in  the  ^position  of  opposing  this  convention  taking 
any  action  in  a  case  of  charity,  but  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances  I  wish  to  state  that  we  could  not  J»ee  any  way  out  of  it 
hu\  to  base  our  report  on  his  membership. 

Delegate  Murray,  District  12 — Al  Deck^s  case  is  something  I  don't  kno^* 
anything  about.  At  the  same  time  I  know  he  is  crippled.  I  was  an  Inter- 
national organizer  myself  and  was  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  I  believe,  at 
the  time  he  was  hurt.  I  did  not  know  he  was  crippled  until  I  got  our  Journal 
the  next  week.  Prior  to  the  time  he  was  appointed  an  International  orgar- 
izer  lie  was  a  stranger  to  me.  Possibly  a  week  before  he  was  appointed  I 
got  acquainted  with  him  in  Herrin.  At  that  time  he  lived  within  two  or 
Ihree  blocks  of  my  home.  As  to  his  character  I  can  not  say  anything,  because 
I  never  knew  anything  wrong  about  him.  I  know  the  local  Brother  Diamond 
refers  to  as  being  one  of  the  locals  that  protested  at  the  time  I  belonged  to 
it,  but  I  know  nothing  of  that  kind  that  came  up  in  the  local.  I  have 
not  been  a  member  of  that  local  for  nearly  a  year,  and  what  transpired  since  I 
left  T  don't  know.  I  have  not  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  Al  Deck 
in  that  year,  but  prior  to  that  I  lived  neighbor  to  him  for  a  year  or  eighteen 
months,  but  I  did  not  know  him.  I  heard  his  name  many  times.  The  fii^ 
time  1  met  him  was  when  President  Lewis  attended  a  meeting  in  Herrin 
on  what  is  known  as  Columbus  day,  about  three  years  ago.  We  had  a 
meeting  al  Harrisburgh,  one  at  Marion  and  one  at  Carterville.  If  I  remem- 
ber aright,  Al  Deck  attended  those  meetings  with  us.  I  think  that  is  the 
first  time  I  got  acquainted  with  him.  T  could  not  say  anything  for  the  man. 
neither   eould   I    say   anything   against   him. 

lu  signing  this  petition  to  get  the  case  before  the  convention,  I  did 
not  do  it  because  I  wanted  the  convention  to  turn  him  down,  but  because 
when  he  asked  me  to  sign  the  petition,  as  a  neighbor  of  his,  I  felt  it  was 
perfectly  right  to  do  so. 

Delegate  Doyle — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  I  take  ex- 
ception to  the  statement  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  when  ^ 
says   that    this   report    was   carried    unanimously,    unless   seven    out   of  eight 
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leans  unanimously.  When  the  matter  was  brought  up,  after  all  the  evidence 
ad  been  introduced,  I  stated  my  side.  There  were  eight  members  of  the 
>mmittee  in  the  room;  seven  of  them  favored  the  resolution  and  I  was 
pposed  to  it.  Since  I  was  the  only  one  who  felt  as  I  did,  I  did  not  bring 
I  a  minority  report.  Chairman  Diamond  had  a  typewritten  copy  made  and 
rought  it  around  to  sign.  1  refused  to  sign,  and  at  no  time  did  T  give  my 
jnsent  to  the  recommendation   brought  before  this  convention. 

Delegate  Diamond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — 1  rise  to  a  question  of 
ersonal  privilege.  1  just  desire  to  state,  in  order  that  the  records  may  be 
ear,  that  when  our  report  was  submitted  to  the  committee  for  a  vote  there 
as  not  a  vote  cast  against  it — it  was  carried  hy  unanimous  vote  on  the 
>mmittee.  After  it  was  typewritten  and  submitted  for  the  signatures  of 
le  members  of  the  committee,  Brother  Doyle  refused  to  sign  it.  That  was 
le  statement  I  made. 

Delegate  Walket-  (J.  H.),  District  12 — I  move  as  an  amendment  that 
lis  entire  matter  and  all  cases  of  a  similar  nature  be  referred  to  the  Inter- 
Ational  Executive  Board,  with  tlie  understanding  that  the  International  Elec- 
tive Board  has  full  power  to  act  according  to  their  own  judgment  in  the 
atter,  and  that  all  similar  cases  be  treated  alike.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lawson — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  on  the  motion.  This  is  an 
>peal  from  the  International  Executive  Board's  ruling  and  it  can  not  go 
ick  there  again. 

Delegate  Walker — The  International  President,  speaking  for  the  board, 
id  there  was  no  provision  in  the  constitution  covering  cases  of  this  kind 
•  authorizing  or  instructing  the  board  how  to  act.  This  would  put  the 
ise  in  an  entirely  different  status  in  the  hands  of  the  board. 

Chairman  Green — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  chair  that  the  point  of  order 
not  well  taken,  beoause  while  it  is  an  appeal  to  the  International  conven- 
yn.  the  International  convention  as  a  deliberative  body  has  a  right  to 
BfK>sc  of  it  in  this  manner  if  they  see  fit. 

Delegate  Walker,  District   12 — The  reason  I  offer  this  motion  is  this: 

Delegate  Evans — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  hour  for  adjournment 
IS  arrived. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  does  not  desire  to  adjourn  the  convention 
bile  a  speaker  is  on  the  floor,  an<l  for  that  reason  I  have  not  enforced 
e  rule. 

Delegate    Walker,    District    12 — I    offer    the    motion    because    I    do    not 

M.  Pro.-30. 
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want  this  organization  put  in  a  position  which  might  mean  that  we  wiU  get 
in  an  unfavorable  light  in  the  eyes  of  almost  every  fair-minded  man  in  tbe 
country.  I  want  to  avoid  having  the  organization  take  action  of  that  cbir- 
acter  if  I  possibly  can.  According  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  they  Ut* 
no  evidence  except  Al  Deck's  own  statement  as  to  how  he  was  injured.  That 
means  they  have  no  proof  that  he  was  injured  in  the  way  he  claims,  and  it 
means  also  that  they  have  no  proof  that  he  was  injured  in  any  other  vay 
than  as  he  has  stated.  If  Al  Deck  was  injured  in  the  manner  he  cUiiiQS, 
then,  regardless  of  what  Al  Deck  himself  may  do,  I  feel  we  are  under  obli- 
gutions  to  do  something  in  the  way  of  taking  care  of  his  wife  and  familj 
if  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do  it;  and  whether  we  do  that  or  not  I  bdieve 
it  is  unwise — and  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be  doing  justice  to  our  organi- 
zation— to  go  on  record  as  refusing  to  do  anything,  when  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  he  was  injured  in  that  way  is  in  doubt  and  the  only  evidenee 
we  have  is  his  own  statement,  which  would  leave  the  preponderance  of  evi- 
dence in  his  favor. 

It  may  be  true,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is,  that  Al  has  taken  oeeaaiofl 
to  throw  a  brick  at  me  at  a  number  of  times.  You  have  heard  the  state- 
ment made,  and  it  has  never  been  questioned,  that  the  method  by  whicb 
a  man  makes  a  living  generally  determines  his  method  of  reasoning  and  his 
viewpoint;  and  it  may  be  at  that  time  had  Al  refused  to  throw  that  briek, 
he  might  have  lost  his  job  and  be  compelled  to  look  for  some  other  nseau 
of  making  a  living.  There  is  this  about  it:  It  does  not  make  one  iota  of 
difference,  in  my  judgment,  whether  Al  Deck  is  in  good  standing  in  tbe 
organization  at  tljis  time  or  not.  The  question  is  whether  or  not  he  was  in 
good  standing  at  the  time  the  thing  occurred.  If  he  was,  then  we  are 
under  those  obligations.  I  have  no  ill  feeling  toward  Al  Deck.  He  has 
my  sympathy,  even  while  he  is  throwing  bricks  at  me;  but  my  own  knowledge 
convinces  me  that  if  he  had  been  given  the  right  to  continue  for  life  receiv- 
ing the  amount  of  money  allowed  by  the  International  Executive  Board,  de- 
pending upon  his  taking  enough  out  of  it  to  pay  his  dues  and  assessments 
and  keep  himself  in  good  standing,  you  would  almost  have  to  )iave  a  guard 
near  him  to  get  him  to  pay  them  if  some  opportunities  we  know  something 
about  came  in  his  way  before  he  got  to  the  local  secretary. 

That  is  a  weakness  of  the  man,  and  there  are  not  many  of  us  but  hate 
some  weaknesses,  and  there  are  not  many  of  us  who  can  throw  bricks  at  « 
man  because  of  such  a  weakness.     With  all   his   weakness  he   did,  prior  to 
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that  time,  make  a  living  for  his  wife  and  family.  Since  that  occurred  he 
has  not  been  able  to  make  a  living  for  them,  and  that  woman  and  her  two 
children  are  entitled  to  some  consideration.  I  believe  if  the  International 
board  is  given  authority  to  take  the  matter  up,  and  they  can  not  find  any 
evidence  to  prove  he  was  not  injured  in  the  way  he  claims,  they  will  see 
to  it  that  the  wife  and  children  will  have  something  to  eat  and  wear,  that 
the  children  will  get  an  education,  and  I  believe  if  Al  himself  will  report 
at  meal  times  that  he  will  have  something  to  eat. 

I  honestly  believe  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  AFs  own  weakness  and 
the  way  he  acted — if  he  had  kept  straight,  so  there  would  be  no  question' 
about  his  personal  conduct — that  woman  and  those  two  children  would  be 
getting  enough  to  keep  them  up  to  the  present  time.  I  think  it  is  Al's 
aetionB  that  are  responsible  for  what  has  been  done,  but  the  woman  and 
lier  children  are  the  ones  who  have  had  to  suffer  for  it.  I  believe  if  this  is 
referred  to  the  International  ExecutiNe  Board  they  can  handle  the  case,  and 
any  other  cases  where  men  have  been  crippled,  or  where  men  have  lost  their 
liTOfl  and  women  and  children  were  depending  upon  them.  I  feel  if  it  takes 
the  last  penny  in  the  treasury  those  women  and  children  should  be  taken 
care  of.  I  feel  that  such  action  will  place  our  organization  in  the  right 
Hght  and  bring  it  higher  in  the  estimation  of  our  own  members  and  those 
outside,  rather  than  prejudicing  it. 

Delegate  Gibson — I  have  listened  attentively  to  some  of  our  able  speak- 
ers discussing  the  Al  Deck  case.  While  listening  to  them  I  thought  of  the 
old  saying — and  a  number  of  you  have  heard  it  many  and  many  a  time — 
that  there  is  so  much  good  in  the  worst  of  us,  so  much  bad  in  the  best  of 
US,  that  it  hardly  behooves  some  of  us  to  talk  about  the  rest  of  us.  I  think 
if  some  of  our  eloquent  speakers  would  get  a  ten-cent  mirror  and  look 
into  it  occasionally  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  talking  to  a  perfect 
man,  and  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  listening  to  a  perfect  man  talk? 

I  don't  think  we  should  inject  any  personalities  into  this  case.  I  heard 
one  of  our  able  speakers  say  he  was  personal  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  true 
I  received  a  communication  from  this  man  Al  Deck  a  few  months  ago,  and 
I  thought  it  a  perfect  shame  that  the  International  board  should  take  the 
position  it  did.  That  is  how  I  felt  after  the  information  I  received.  If  this 
body  of  men  will  -  allow  personalities  to  rule  them,  it  is  wrong.  We  are 
bere  for  the  purpose  of  helping — who!  Not  Al  Deck.  Throw  your  person- 
alities away  and  go  to  bin  fireside  and  see  his  wife  and  little  children.  He 
acted  as  an  organizer  to  help  both  you  and  me.     Now  he  is  a  perfect  wreck, 
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l)oth  iiioiitHllv  iiihI  piivhically.  Is  tluH  organization  now,  great  and  gm^ 
118  it  iM,  going  on  rtH'ord  miyiug  wo  are  not  going  to  hear  the  appal  of 
a  man  for  his  family  after  ho  went  out  and  tried  to  benefit  the  orgtaiii- 
tion.'  PorHonalities  hhould  not  Ik>  injected  in  regard  to  the  individoaL  If 
the  Htatemonts  of  the  sivretary  are  true,  Al  Deck  paid  part  of  his  dues.  Wfcr 
didn't  they  object  long  before  they  did?  And  if  what  is  said  is  tme,  » 
wonder  A I  IVek  has  been  turned  down  in  his  own  locaL  Why,  1  have  bwB 
told  they  were  going  to  hang  him  at  one  time  I  What  for!  Personalitifl 
again! 

I  Ivelong  to  no  faction,  but  1  understood  when  he  went  baek  they  »id 
he  did,  and  stune  of  tl-eni  were  willing  to  hang  him  when  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate WHS  hardly  able  to  walk  around  on  his  crutch.  T  am  not  taking  t 
{tersonal  stand  as  far  as  insinuations  are  concerned,  but  I  want  yon  to  ^ 
sitmething  in  this  conveucion  in  regard  to  protecting  this  nian*s  wife  aid 
children. 

lVle»»aTe  /alenka.  district  No.  ti — As  one  member  of  the  Committ««  «« 
Ap|H»al>  and  iiiievanc»»s,  1  want  it  spei-ifically  understood  that  there  is  nfl 
personal  fivling  on  my  )virt  ag;)inst  Brother  Deck.  After  looking  into  tk 
ras«\  g^'tting  the  information  from  the  lot^al  union  and  also  from  the  boob 
t^f  our  Internationa. I  Sivretary-Treasturer.  and  noting  on  those  books  thtt 
Hn»thor  IVvk  bad  Nvn  j>aid  his  full  salary  from  February  4,  1910,  to  Sep^ 
tomWr  i\  UMl.  as  well  as  all  the  exiK^nse  that  had  been  incurred  hj  hi" 
on  avvount  of  ni^-.  injuries  in  West  Virginia,  including  hos|ntaI  bilb — ootwith- 
stautling  he  wa'«  |*aid  all  the  nK»ney  rigfatfully  due  him,  there  was  only  «* 
\\:t\  to  K^kk  at  the  p«^o|Htsiiion.  and  thai  is  that  it  behooved  him  as  well  >> 
i»\er\  otht»r  nicrder  \>i  this  organiEation  to  contribute  to  the  men  who  w«* 
on  strike.  Other  men  win*  were  not  working  steadily  and  who  were  receiTiif 
Mnun  les*  Than  |s!t.o»'  a  day  were  ci^tributing  during  that  time.  Dnna? 
!l»^  >trike  ir.  ITmois  e\ery  man  in  :hax  state  was  assessed  10  j»er  cent,  of 
It  rot  e^rvaiijcs.  Hroii.er  IVvk  was  rxxviriug  his  fuil  salary  and  shoalJ  la** 
\vi;»\  tl>r  li»  jvT  ocnt  :.v  scin»e  .-ts  overy  oTher  man  in  Illinois  Oihei  n** 
•Vr,*;:j:iio;.:  lUe  vvuu:s>  >*h,»  were  working  were  paring  their  as«*e«wcnt  t*' 
:he  Ir.terv.anoisa*.  0T^:i;iik:i.»r..  If  l*  had  }sud  his  diie^  I  would  have  b?« 
v^r.o  tre^v.lvr  oT  !be  vvr.*.:".i:rev  to  ir.ss*t  on  the  organixation  taking  aw  of 
ht:r   At': or   \vsuj:  disaVV.:   ia  the  er.".:*\»y  of  ibe  orgaaiati^;!!!. 

\V  .::•  .■<  iv.iv.  his  Ai-.'^*\i  h:r.»se-:  :a  Ui^ese  f**r  eight  Bk>aths  wixlKWt  pi? 
'.v^  ^:.«*s^  I  .*  ••>:  T^e^*  i  .^w  ^e  car.  ar>  l^^rger  Iv  a  loeaiber  i^f  the  orpmio 
::o'.^       W,    >A>o    .*    'An:o   :  v.:v":>fr    .^:    r.vc   wh^^   ha\e   Neeo   hart   while  ia  the 
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np]oy  of  the  orj^anization.  We  have  a  large  number  of  men  who  have  been 
•ippled,  not  while  they  were  organizers^  but  while  they  were  working  at 
le  face,  but  after  they  were  disabled  and  had  come  back  to  the  mines  we 
ade  them  pay  their  obligations.  This  man  received  his  full  salary  from 
ebniary  4,  1910,  to  September  2,  1911,  his  hospital  expenses  and  everything 
se  included.  Why,  then,  did  he  not  pay  his  duesf  That  was  the  question 
>n8idered  by  the  committee.  It  is  not  a  personal  matter  with  me  as  one 
ember  of  the  committee,  but  a  business  matter.  As  a  former  speaker  said 
I  substance,  what  is  sauce  for  one  is  sauce  for  all,  and  if  we  are  going  to  leg- 
late  for  Brother  Deck  we  should  legislate  for  every  member  of  the  organiza- 
on  who  has  been  trimmed  up  in  the  battles  we  have  fought.  We  have  in 
astern  Ohio  widows  who  lost  their  husbands  during  the  strike  of  1906,  when 
e  were  compelled  to  sleep  in  the  cellars.  I  believe  if  one  man  or  one  family 
entitled  to  consideration  we  should  consider  them  all  alike. 

Delegate  Thurman — I  move  that  debate  cease.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Davis,  District  12 — A  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Chairman  (ireen — The  convention  has  ordered  the  previous  question. 

Delegate  Davis — A  statement  was  made  in  regard  to  the  local  union  Brother 
eck  belonged  to  when  he  returned  from  the  hospital.  One  delegate  made  the 
atement  that  the  members  of  the  local  union  were  about  to  hang  Al  Deck. 

Delegate  (tibson.  District  22 — I  said  that  the  information  I  received  was 
lat  they  were  going  to  hang  him. 

Delegate  Daxis — I  want  to  say  that  I  am  president  of  that  local  union  and 

has  a  membership  of  nearly  oOfi.    If  there  was  any  idea  even  in  the  mind  of 

By  one  id  regard  to  hanging  or  assassinating  Brother  Deck  I  never  heard  of  it. 

want  the  record  made  clear  in  regard  to  that  matter,  because  I  know  we  have 

[tended  to  that  gentleman  all  the  courtesy  he  should  have  received  at  all  times. 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Walker. 

Chairman  (»reen — It  is  of  the  opinion  of  the  chair  the  motion  is  carried. 

A  division  was  asked  for. 

Dt^legate  GiK-sou — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

C*hairman  Green — It  is  not  in  order  now  as  we  are  taking  a  vote. 

Delegate  Gibson — I  want  some  information. 

Cliairman  Green — A  vote  is  being  taken.     You  are  not  in  order. 

A  rising  vote  was  had,  and  the  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was 
>clared  carried. 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  22 — Tlie  reason  I  arose  was  to  say  that  the  man 
e  are  discussing  tried  on  tlircc  different  occasions  to  get  recognition,  but  he 
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«^v.»i^    •!*»    Muitv»>.     I  btflitfVtf  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  give  Brotb«r 
...     .  ,*..»i*ut;.«    u  ^v    k  ^urU  iu  defense  of  his  own  character. 
<t^....,>a    tr^^M^    \^o  citU«ii%or«U  to  give  the  widest  latitude  in  the  discos 

«•  V    .vif.M4iH>.u      V  rm>ciutt  w{ju»  made  Hnd  regularly  seconded  to  clc«e 
•IV     .4*%*.     •«»    uw  noii'.'M.  luiil  by  au  overwhelming  majority  the  fon- 

.«.n;4^««    -1^  .•«wktou»  ^tu!e»(u»u.    The  chair  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  pot 

•  > , -^^^-     %iu*^     *^  S;^«  t.'ommittee  i^  still  in  session  and  will  be  to- 
^.m.jmc    '*»*        *av**    t  ^ould  b*  well  to  adjourn  to  meet  here  to- 

^,     ..i**^.^     >».^'.      .    wuiu    :Ae  'A*  wad  a  letter,  in  order  that  it  may  be 

^,        .  .     ^.»    -ruEL    ^    v*A>*-.a^  waoiuaicaTioc : 

••  January  30,  1912. 
^^   >if-    oofcttfiior  M.ar»hall  directs  me  w  loform  you  that  the  w- 
..  X.K1JU*    i  'im  lUdiana  state  prison  repon  zbaz  John  Cox,  sentcnpfd 

^     ,  ^^^^^   ror  life  for  murder,  is  unmisiak&rriy  insane  and  therefore 

V  •*   :uK*>-    1  quote  from  the  warden's  len<r  jjs  f-jUows: 
.  u.    i  Ivugthy  conversation  and  examinanoz*.  I  am  thorough! j  ecn- 
.1,.,     c   ,^'yj^''  i»  not  only  utterly  irresponsatilf..  iut  that  his  defeetiw 
...    <«    .  >*iv-h  a  nature  that  he  would  be  a  mn<3  Sij^roas  character  to 
.    .    u.>   a:4iii>.    fivn  i^>me  subjects  he  seems  qoite  n:nonaL  but  the  ottff- 
^^    « .^.    itaaoit-cu  !i^c>.*it5  he  entertains  as  to  wboic  i^-i  vhat  he  is  revetis 
^»      ..si:«i,^.     ^Vr  i?t*caBvv.  he  believes  he  was  ti3)e4  vl  Tennessee  a  wnn- 
*  s  u.  >  *^o  ,iud  '.  !>at  prior  to  that  he  bore  the  ukioi  >:  f  Jotseph  Todd,  bet 
.^.     .v>«*:vU  ^ini  attv*ther  bi^dy  and  now  he  is  John  Ccx.    He  claims  be  btf 
.«.«x.   i;   \  'tuiub^r  of  places  at  different  times  in  t^  a^\sic»  of  the  crnd- 
.  «•„,:  >a««;  >w  iviuoved  the  body  from  its  position  of  U-Ttcrv.    In  fact,  alcmg 
«-.  »  V  <^  ^v^^d  of  any  reason  whatever  and  I  am  of  ;&<e  v'^pinion  that  be 
,    u«.   'ti.\  iHtuily  up  and  murder  every  one  of  tbexc  if  the  delusion  entend 
.. ;  '^kit  ho  ^ould  be  performing  a  religions  duty  ty  the  act.' 
I  Us  vN>\oifuox  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  regivcs  this  condition  of 
.     V  v.\)iu^N\  but  that  under  the  circumstanees  he  eaumot  extend rlem 
Respectfully, 
•'MARK  THI8TLETHWAITE,  Secj^tair.' 
iik,<ii.o  Uu|gi;orty,  Indianapolis.** 
,^.■lil^^^  Vtuvu    -The  communication  will  become  a  part  of  the  Tfe<mdi  cf 
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Mr.  Deck  (A.),  District  12 — I  did  not  dream  I  would  over  have  to  come 
(fore  you  in  this  position  when  I  was  laying  in  the  hospital.  The  men  who 
ive  discussed  this  case  of  mine  have  done  it;  or  a  majority  of  them  have,  from 
ire  motives ;  but  one  thing  was  said  or  implied  that  I  resent.  I  want  to  say  to 
e  gentleman  from  Illinois  who  is  reported  to  be  worth  $40,000  or  $50,000  that 
I  has  the  same  opinion  of  Al  Deck  that  the  Baldwin  detectives  of  West  Virginia 
ive.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  consciously  or  unconsciously  advertising  what 
ey  started  against  me  there  in  order  to  get  the  sympathy  of  the  best  people 
West  Virginia.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Delegate  McDonald  (D.) — I  desire  to  kliow  who  he  refers  to  as  "the  gentle* 
an  from  DlinoisI" 

Mr.  Deck — I  have  heard  him  called  Duncan  McDonald. 

Delegate  McDonald — His  statement  is  in  line  with  several  other  statements 
!  has  made — he  is  a  liar! 

Mr.  Deck — Mr.  CTiairman — 

Chairman  Green — I  know  the  delegates  do  not  desire  to  have  these  personal- 
ies  indulged  in.  Brother  Deck,  the  chair  gave  you  an  opportunity  to  speak, 
tiis  discussion  is  useless.  It  only  provokes  discussion,  and  the  chair  would 
ggest  that  it  be  dropped. 

Mr.  Deck — I  want  to  say  that  I  have  my  faults,  but  I  would  not  stoop,  with 
1  my  faults,  in  a  body  of  men  like  this  to  say  to  the  most  ignoble  man  in  the 
orld  what  he  has  said  to  me,  and  if  he  will  meet  me  face  to  face  and  say  that 
»  will  be  satisfied  with  the  reception  he  will  get. 

Delegate  McDonald — That  is  in  line  with  the  other  statements  he  has  made. 

Chairman  Green — We  must  have  order  now.    This  matter  has  been  closed. 

Delegate  Kastner,  District  11 — I  move  that  the  International  treasury  do- 
ite  $25.00  to  each  delegate  to  cover  local  expenses. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  would  suggest  that  that  motion  be  made  at  the 
fgular  session  tomorrow. 

Delegate  Farrington — T  move  that  when  we  adjourn  we  do  so  to  meet  at 
:30  tomorrow  afternoon. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried,  and  at  5:30  p.  m.  the  convention  was 
Ijoumed  to  reconvene  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Thursday,  February  1. 


TWELFTH  DAY-AFTERNOON  8E88I0N 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1:30  p.  m.,  Thursday,  February 
President  White  in  the  chair. 
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tnbmitted  when  Brother  Kodgers  wrote  to  ask  what  day  the  ease  would  be  con- 
sidered. 

Delegate  Bodgers — The  man  interested  in  this  case  with  me,  the  man  who 
rendered  a  decision  against  me,  is  sitting  on  that  committee  and  can  act  in  his 
own  behalf.     I  refer  to  Vice-President  Lawrence  of  Illinois. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  want  to  raise  a  point  of  order.  This  case 
has  been  considered  by  this  convention.  Brother  Kodgers  is  a  delegate.  The  case 
took  up  an  hour  or  so  of  the  time  of  the  convention  when  it  was  considered. 
If  be  had  wanted  to  ask  questions  then  he  could  have  done  so  and  would  have 
been  given  a  hearing. 

President  White — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Delegate  Bodgers — I  was  not  a  delegate  at  that  time. 

President  White — There  is  nothing  in  order  but  the  report  of  the  Conunittee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances.  This  gentleman  arose  on  a  question  of  personal 
privilege,  and  we  cannot  have  de>)atc  on  questions  of  personal  privilege. 

Del^ate  Green  (Wm.),  District  6,  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTKE  ON  APPEALS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 
Delegate  Lawrence,  secretary  of  the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  287. 

Indianapfolis,  Indiana,  January  17,  1912. 
To  the  International  Delegates  Assembled  in  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Con- 
vention : 

I  hereby  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Executive  Board  of  District 
No.  5,  in  refusing  to  place  my  name  on  the  ballot  after  the  International 
Ezeentivo  Board  made  a  decision  that  my  name  should  go  on  the  baUot. 

ANDY  PUSKAR. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  28,  1912. 
Report  of  Committee  on  Resolution  No.  287: 

We  recommend  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  International  Ezeeutive 
Boards  they  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  case,  and  we  further  rec- 
ommend that  the  International  Executive  Board  shall  be  vested  with  the  au- 
thority to  make  a  final  disposition  of  the  matter  in  line  with  their  findings, 
(bigned)     WM.  DIAMOND,  Chairman. 

GROCE  LAWRENCE,  Secretary. 

In  Behalf  of  the  Committee. 
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International  Executive  Bourd  has  disposed  of  the  case  and  they  have  a  right 
to  censure  Brother  Feehan,  president  of  District  5,  for  his  action  in  this  case. 
I  don't  believe  it  should  be  referred  back  to  the  International  Executive  Board 
after  they  had  made  a  decision  on  it.  I  maintain  that  Brother  Puskar  has  been 
treated  unjustly  by  the  officials  of  District  No.  5,  and  this  convention  should  go 
on  record  censuring  the  officials  of  that  district  for  doing  him  such  an  injustice. 

Delegate  Feehan,  President  District  5 — Mr.  (.-Iiairman  and  Brother  Dele- 
gates :  It  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  convention  on 
this  grievance,  and  1  would  uot  have  taken  the  floor  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact 
that  Delegate  Flyzik  has  taken  occasion  to  advise  this  convention  to  censure  the 
officials  of  District  No.  5  for  their  ** dirty  tactics.*'  It  is  not  very  long  since 
this  International  Union  spent  several  thousand  dollars  of  its  funds  in  conduct- 
ing an  investigation  in  District  o.  Any  member  of  this  organization,  any  offi- 
cial, and  the  general  public  had  an  opportunity  to  come  there  and  present  evi- 
dence or  prove  that  Feehan  was  ever  guilty  of  one  dirty  tactic  since  he  has  been 
a  member  or  an  official  of  this  organization.  There  is  no  man  in  this  organiza- 
tion who  ever  held  an  office  who  stood  such  an  investigation,  and  they  could 
neither  find  anything  against  my  private  character  or  against  me  as  an  official 
of  the  union. 

This  man  who  is  attacking  the  integrity  of  the  officials  of  District  5  served 
in  the  capacity  of  International  disorganizor  for  a  period  in  District  5,  an<l  di<i 
all  ho  could  at  the  expense  of  the  International  Union  to  destroy  the  efficiency 
of  our  organization  and  create  contention  in  our  district.  And  certainly  we  op- 
posed his  efforts,  and  that  is  why  Delegate  Flyzik  arises  in  this  convention  and 
makes  the  attack  he  does. 

Why  is  it  that  Andrew  Puskar 's  name  was  not  put  on  the  ballot  of  Dis- 
trict No.  5?  He  has  not  made  known  the  facts  to  this  convention.  1  wmild 
not  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  but  since  the  district  organization  has  been 
attacked  this  delegatioti  should  know  the  facts.  What  are  theyf  Our  last  von- 
vention  of  the  district  expelled  from  the  organization  the  officials  of  the  dual  or- 
ganization, the  men  who  had  started  the  dual  organization  without  any  auth(»rity 
for  3u  doing,  appropriated  the  funds  of  the  local  unions  to  their  own  use,  took 
their  salaries  from  the  per  capita  tax  that  should  have  been  g'Hng  to  the  district 
and  the  International  Union,  and  went  through  the  district  endeavoring  to 
break  up  and  destroy  that  ]>art  of  the  organization. 

Our  district  annual  convention,  which  convene<l  last  March,  expelled  these 
men  for  their  traitorous  conduct.    They  were  expelled  for  :i  period  of  five  years. 
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Tht»re  were  12n  aele^jatCN  in  that  tlistrit-t  nmveiition,  represontiiig  almost  everr 
Uh'uI  uniun  in  ])i8tric't  5.  and  the  aetion  takeu  was  unanimouH. 

What  happened?  After  thin  action  had  been  taken  by  the  district  annit 
convention  the  man  who  wan  serving  in  the  c«|Uicity  of  secret ary-treasorer  for 
the  dual  organization  resigne<i  his  )K>Mition,  and  in  spite  of  the  action  of  tiie 
di:jtrict  organization  Taken  in  convention,  this  inan  Puskar  took  his  job  aoij 
went  around  soliciting  fundi*  of  the  local  unions,  preventing  them  from  psjing 
their  tax  to  this  International  Union,  and  furthermore,  discouraging  and  prir 
venting  the  men  from  |aying  the  asstessnients  to  maintain  the  strikers  in  la 
rious  districts,  including  our  own.  When  they  were  unable  to  get  sniBdeDt  tai 
for  their  dual  organ iz.it ion  they  gt>f  donations  from  the  loi'al  unions.  Punka: 
can  sjieak  s«*veral  languages  and  was  valuable  in  their  service  as  a  union 
wrei'ker.  Ho  de^*eiveil  his  uwn  countrymen  and  imiiiced  them  t«>  give  donatioB? 
from  the  K>cal  uhions  of  $r)0.iK)  and  $U»U.W. 

This  man  is  worse  than  the  man  you  denied -a  seat  in  this  convention.  He 
is  worse  than  Kotvrt  ^libUms  or  Al-e  Kephart.  whom  this  convention  refused 
to  seat.  bei*ause  tiiL>U>ns  and  Kephart  started  in  with  the  dual  organization  and 
went  ail  tne  way  through.  This  man  starteti  in.  accepted  the  position  of  swre 
rary-iuasurcr  after  the  district  annual  convention  had  ex[^lle<i  all  men  wb*' 
iield  oftice  in  that  dual  urganization.  They  tied  the  funds  of  our  district  or 
ganization  up  in  the  courts  s^i  wf  could  not  get  one  cent  to  relieve  the  distrr^ 
oi  the  miners  who  wer-  on  strike.  They  did  this  by  a  suit  entered  to  get  i«os 
st^ssion  of  the  funds  .>f  «..ur  district.  The  man  who  preceded  Poskar  entered  tb 
suit.  When  ^^l^kar  :o»^k  the  |»*^ition  he  followed  the  same  tactics  and  was  3 
much  lertor  man  in  mat  lapacity  than  the  man  who  pre»-ede«i  him.  The  fun«I* 
.  !  ii:t   tU>trict  organi-ritior  were  tivM  up  until  recently. 

Alter  the  uivi<ion  of  the  International  lilxecutive  Board  Poskar  and  hi^ 
t^rganization  went  out  of  ci»mnus8»ion.  They  did  not  <top.  however,  in  their  din> 
work.  WU;»T  w:-.s  ihe  rt*sult  f  He  gsve  <»ut  that  ht>  was  a  canilidate  for  Board 
!i-.eii:W'r  in  a  sab-ilistrict.  Was  the  Irlxovu^iw  Boani  going  to  place  his  nanw 
■^i:  tht  lailot  of  :■  »^  disrno:  v^Tiianicrion  after  he  had  committed  a  worse  offenw 
than  til*  hhm\  w!i.-  u^to  cx:»eile»!  f«^r  five  years?  The  district  executive  Uiard 
;  asfik^vi  a  ri*s<uuti.''u  si  I'.yii.jj  the  same  j-enalty  to  Poskar  and  brid  he  wa«  ni«t 
r  i^::  ;c  t  U*  a  caii-Uvlatc.  Wc  werv  r  ■•:  g^■iBg  to  give  him  that  r^ct^gnition.  wf 
^M'lc  Uv^t  *:^^i-il  ^''  ciivlv-r^  'is  a*:i'.'r..  We  were'Di*t  going  to  c\'inmenil  him  for 
N^iui:  :.t'  ui.'.  Vv  ;i;;,^wi!:;:  hin-.  t^  4:0  or.  the  baUot  until  our  district  annual  «ron- 
vtutici".  ar.v?  ::  I  ki.  •"■  tV  ti-r.-.^r  ■.  f  •S'  rren  in  our  di<T*et,  when  that  c«»nvcn- 
Tiv>r  ,-vve\e<  i".  Mar**    I'^.srir  *.^i!!  *^:  ti^*-'-*  *t*  saE*e  •?ob»  as  Giblonc.  Kephirt 
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and  th€  others  got — he  \^ill  get  five  years'  expulsion  from  this  organization  for 
bis  treacherous  conduct  and  misappropriating  the  funds  of  the  district  and  In- 
ternational Unions. 

Flyzik,  the  man  who  makes  the  charge,  is  fully  aware  of  what  has  been 
done,  is  fully  aware  of  what  these  men  did,  yet  he  charges  the  officials  of  Dis- 
trict 5  with  ** dirty  tactics/'  It  is  the  old  story  of  some  one  yelling  "Stop, 
thief!'' 

Delegate  Thunnan — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  rules  allow  a  man 
Ave  minutes,  and  I  believe  Brother  Feehan  has  had  ten  minutes. 

On  motion  Delegate  Feehan 's  time  for  speaking  was  extended. 

Delegate  Feehan — Fellow  delegates,  the  mine  workers  of  District  5  will 
meet  in  their  district  annual  convention.  If  the  ballot  that  was  prepared  and 
sent  out  to  the  iftine  workers  of  that  district  to  vote  upon  is  not  satisfacory  to 
Ihem  they  will  order  a  re-election,  and  they  will  order  the  officers  of  District  5 
to  put  this  man's  name  on  the  ballot;  but  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  they  will 
do  as  I  have  said,  they  will  apply  the  same  penalty  to  Puskar  they  <lid  to  Gib- 
bons. 

So  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  the  International  Executive  Board 
may  investigate  it,  and  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  convention  telling  the 
nominations  he  received  or  questioning  their  legality.  We  take  the  position 
that  the  mine  workers  in  our  own  district  will  settle  that  question  when  our 
eonvention  convenes. 

Delegate  Flyzik — Brother  Feehan  stated  that  1  served  in  District  5  as  a  dis- 
organizes I  want  him  to  name  one  meeting  I  addressed  where  I  tried  to  dis- 
organize the  mine  workers  of  District  5.  I  want  him  to  name  a  meeting  I  was 
at  or  a  town  where  I  talked  that  I  cannot  go  back  and  repeat  the  same  thing. 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  o — I  want  to  repeat  the  statement  I  made,  that 
despite  the  fact  that  the  district  annual  convention  and  the  officials  of  the 
district  organization  had  tried  to  prevent  Flyzik  and  others  from  coming  to  our 
district,  they>e&me  there  and  all  the  work  they  did  there  was  in  a  disorganizing 
capacity,  and  this  gentleman  never  missed  an  opportunity  to  discredit  the  dis- 
trict officials.  That  is  the  entire  work  they  did,  that  is  what  it  consisted  of,  and 
he  knows  it.  The  same  charge  has  been  made  in  this  International  convention 
before. 

Delegate  Flyzik — 1  rif»e  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  I  deny  the 
statement.  I  was  in  District  No.  o,  but  I  never  at  any  time  tried  to  disorganize 
the  miners,  and  I  can  go  back  and  meet  the  same  men  and  do  the  same  thing 
aj^in,  and  as  for  as  Brother  Feehan  is  concerned,  I  want  to  state  that  I  didn  't 
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knoir  anybodv  could  reflect  ou  liis  hont*stv  auil  integritT,  because  I  ntxtt  kae* 
lie  had  any. 

i^'hairnian  iireen — The  obair  is  not  going  to  recognize  anyone  until  he  w/^ 
a  statement.  Evonbodj  will  I e  seated.  Delegate  Gildea  will  please  take  Us 
seat.  The  ohair  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the  fact  tbtit 
does  not  contribute  to  the  success  of  this  couTention  for  delegates  to  ari^e  to  a 
question  of  personal  pri\iIetfo  and  then  take  advantage  of  that  to  iadulfe  ii 
l>ersoaHiities.  We  want  to  W  gener^ms  in  the  extreme,  bat  we  will  hare  to  n- 
' leaver  to  stop  tuis  indul^nce  in  jvrsonalities  under  the  guise  of  j^efwa^ 
iTivilege. 

IVlegate  Haggeity.  IHstrict  - — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  This  qofsrits 
has  already  t-een  disiH-tsed  of  by  the  International  Executive  Board.  An  appeal 
has  not  l:een  taken  by  either  j»any  and  it  is  not  the  property  of  the  convettioi 

<  hainuau  Oreen — it  is  the  opinion  %>f  the  chair  that  the  point  is  not  veQ 
Taken  leeaust*  tbe  motion  iiulude*  referenee  to  the  International  Eienm^ 
Board. 

IXIe^piie  iiii«iea  .^i.  P.  —1  can  cv^rroborate  the  statement  of  the  Presideii 
rha*  these  questions  'ihould  not  le  cUude^i  Vy  personal  is«?ne9L  This  peprimaBd 
I'rvuu  the  cii;ur  sLv  v.M  have  c^^me  long  let'ore  the  president  of  the  Pittsfcorfi 
•listri^'t  arvvj*.  There  have  Nvn  too  niany  questions  9««!ed  in  this  coaTentia 
ty  ^'rv^uiiuec:  t.iltcials  getting  ui*  and  endeavoring  to  poison  the  minds  of  the 
.t'leiT^'.es  ji^aiii**.  cLose  who  ciive  tak^'r  exception  to  tfamr  remarks.  Beaarb 
were  'v-udo  in  tte  lioj*  i>f  :he  c\'nventi':'n  yesterday  thai  ar:ni9ed  feefiags  bo; 
deriu^  on  uis^^t.  Let  us  rake  this  case  as  it  is — never  mind  al;i>ut  Flyiik  x^ 
LiS'-TiTJ'iuier'  I  s.;ijvi5e  Preside ii:  Feehin  wouM  charge  me  with  teing  a  d* 
.-rganixer:  Tha:  is  his  a:?air.  l.et  bim  make  his  charge  spveiftc,  and  if  t^ 
■:oc\e:::K-n  :evls  Uke  uikici;  up  t"::^  riaie  I  will  meet  it-  The  point  is  this:  Tbi? 
•:av.  :rievi  :o  ^!  tis  ::-in:e  o::  :•:•?  ballv:  -^i  the  Pittsborgh  district. 

LV legate  K>-ev.  IHstrict  1! — I  arise  to  a  iM>iat  of  order.    This  qocscioa  »* 
eeu  •ii'iix^jscvi  .1  ^y  taLs  c^jn^enrioa  an-.!  ty  ?ce  International  EjKcnxive  Boari 

'  ..urrra*:  V'!t>t: — Tiie  i-^i"'!  of  rder  i*  n-^t  well  taken.  IVIcgate  Cdio* 
.  i  '   :■  r- .ce* • : . 

IVIesr-*t"  ».»Li'iett  .  P.  — The  :^«?»ie  is  this:  This  man's  name  has  h*o 
-<.••. :  *  the  Vi*'.  o:  :_  :b  l'^"'^c::^v:^  .ttsrric<*.  He  carrie»i  his  case  n?  the  Intena- 
:\a:  c!.\':\--.::>-e  Boar'i.  Tie  B*;ir»!  jusciiled  his  potst ioB  and  said  his  aaa* 
<  •"'...:  bave  .r'ne  ci  'i^e  call*^*  ia  the  Pittsburgh  district,  acevniinc  to  hi?  *'«^ 
K-A-n-.r-'!.-.  \V>%  was  tJe  wree  of  tre  laternati^jBal  EMeutive  Bi;ard  je€  *»•>? 
'v  Tiv  .^ :*!»•■.*:>*     z  •:?.e  Pittsrunri   its-n.'t?    Why  diMs  PrvaiiieBt  Feehaa  sta*: 
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on  the  floor  of  this  oonveution,  even  in  the  face  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  when  they  nay  this  case  should  be  submitted  to  the  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board  for  final  disposition,  and  say,  *  *  We  people  in  District  5  will  take 
eare  of  this  case?" 

The  point  I  want  to  bring  out  is  this :  Is  President  Feehan  and  his  execu- 
tive board  going  to  dispose  of  this  case  regardless  of  any  action  that  may 
be  taken  by  the  International  Executive  Board  f  If  so,  they  are  the  people  who 
are  seceding  from  the  authority  of  the  organization  in  the  Pittsburgh  district, 
not  the  fellows  who  had  the  so-called  dual  organization  there  a  short  time  ago. 
These  men  are  defying  the  constituted  authority,  and  if  not  recognized  as  a  dual 
organization,  are  the  real  breeders  of  ilual  movements  in  the  Pittsburgh  and 
every  other  district. 

Refer  your  case  to  the  properly  constituted  authority  and  give  them  credit 
for  doing  the  best  they  can  under  the  circumstances.  Then  submit  to  their  de- 
cision. President  Feehan  and  the  executive  board  in  the  Pittsburgh  district, 
8o  far  as  the  statements  made  are  concerned,  refused  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  the  International  Executive  Board  that  has  already  been  rendered,  and  refuse 
to  abide  by  it  in  the  future. 

Delegate  Charlton,  District  5 — A  statement  has  been  made  by  Delegate  Gil- 
dea  that  ought  to  be  explained  very  clearly  to  this  delegation.  I  want  to  say 
right  here  and  now  that  the  International  Executive  Board  did  not  instruct  the 
ezecntive  board  of  District  No.  5  to  put  Andy  Puskar's  name  on  the  ballot.  I 
want  that  understood.  If  anyone  denies  that,  get  the  records  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  and  they  nill  prove  it.  This  is  what  he  stands  on. 
When  the  officers  of  the  dual  organiaztion  were  expelled  at  our  last  district  an- 
nual convention  they  were  expelled  for  five  years.  When  the  International  Ex- 
eutive  Board  came  to  Pittsburgh  to  settle  the  dispute  there  was  one  clause  in 
the  decision  they  handed  down  that  said  whatever  the  International  Board  de- 
cided wonld  be  final  and  binding.  There  was  a  clause  inserted  that  said  that  all 
local  unions  would  be  reinstated  by  paying  dues  and  assessments  beginning  the 
first  day  of  August.  If  that  were  done  all  the  members  would  be  in  good  stand- 
ing. But  that  did  not  refer  to  the  officials  of  the  dual  organization,  the  officials 
that  had  been  expelled  by  the  district  annual  convention. 

The  first  secretary-treasurer  of  the  dual  organization,  Steve  Whetzel,  served 
about  two  weeks.  When  he  saw  the  position  he  was  in  he  resigned.  Then  Bill 
Friday  filled  his  place  for  about  three  weeks.  He  was  supposed  to  be  Interna- 
tional Board  member  of  the  dual  organization,  but  he  got  out  for  Andy  Puskar. 
He  attended  meetings  I  was  at  and  advised  men  not  to  send  in  any  assessment 
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l>ecauHe  all  the  Htrikos  had  been  called  off.  The  men  refused  to  pay  their  i 
nients.  I  can  verify  that  by  Delegate  Feeney.  Would  the  members  of  the  da- 
trict  exe<'utive  board  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  put  this  man*s  name  on  the 
ballot f  This  convention  has  gone  on  ret-ord  as  being  strictly  opposed  to  dial 
organizations.  What  would  the  position  of  t]w  district  executive  board  be  if 
they  went  into  the  district  convention  with  the  name  of  one  of  the  oflSci&ls  of 
the  dual  organization  on  the  ballot  f  It  would  make  us  ridiculous  in  the  evw 
of  the  delegates  I 

When  the  district  annual  convention  meets  if  the  delegates  want  to  have 
Andy  Puskar's  name  on  the  ballot  they  will  take  the  matter  up  and  order  » 
new  election.  I  am  sure,  however,  he  will  get  the  same  dose  given  to  him  Key- 
hart  got,  and  he  deserves  it. 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.).  District  .") — There  are  always  two  sides  to  every 
case.  You  have  heard  a  good  deal  on  one  side,  but  you  have  not  heard  ranch  oa 
the  other.  ]  deny  the  assertion  that  has  been  made  here  that  the  Pittsburgh 
district  executive  board  did  this,  because  they  did  not  do  it  unanimously.  Three 
members  of  the  board  voted  no  on  that  question.  I  happen  to  be  one  of  them, 
and  I  am  here  to  tell  you  why  I  voted  that  way. 

Brothers  of  the  convention,  when  the  trouble  was  down  there  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh district  and  President  White  and  his  ofticials  came  to  adjust  it  I  was  on*- 
of  the  nif'n  who  put  my  hand  to  an  agreement  to  abide  by  any  decision  that 
might  be  rendered  by  the  International  Executive  Board.  I  was  ready  then 
and  I  am  now  to  abide  by  that  «lecision.  Every  man  who  signed  that  testified 
by  doing  so  that  he  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  highest  authority  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  and  was  willing  to  abide  by  their  decision. 

The  case  here  is  not  one  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Delegate  Puskar.  That 
has  all  been  decided  by  your  International  Executive  Board.  This  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  men  but  a  question  of  principle,  and  that  is  what  T  stand  for  every  tine. 
1  have  no  interest  in  Mr.  Puskar  and  I  have  no  interest  in  Mr.  Hannaway.  the 
man  he  was  going  to  oppose;  but  I  have  some  interest  in  the  principles  of  the 
I'nited  Mine  Workers.  When  the  (juestion  came  up  of  placing  a  disability  on 
Brother  Puskar  so  Ms  name  could  not  appear  on  the  district  ballot  I  voted  no. 
I  did  so  because  I  had  seen  a  decision  given  by  our  International  President 
claiming  the  reinstatement  of  Brother  Puskar  meant  that  he  was  reinstated  to  til 
his  rights  and  privileges  in  the  United  Mine  Workers  cf  America.  I  claimed 
then,  and  I  claim  now,  it  was  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  officers  of  Dis- 
trict 5  to  place  a  disability  on  him  and  prevent  his  name  going  on  the  district 
liallot. 
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I  have  given  my  reasons  for  getting  up  here  and  making  this  statement.  I 
claim  the  district  executive  board  was  not  within  their  rights  when  thej  placed 
a  disability  on  Brother  Puakar  at  the  very  last  minute  when  he  did  not  have 
time  to  take  an  appeal  to  the  International  Board.  The  ballots  went  out  without 
his  name,  there  was  no  opposition  to  the  other  candidate,  and,  of  course,  he  was 
elected.  I  claim  an  injustice  was  done  Mr.  Puskar.  Let  us  eliminate  all  this 
matter  about  the  factional  fight  and  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  Mr. 
Puskar  has  a  right  to  have  his  name  on  the  ballot  of  District  5  this  convention 
shpuld  say  so. 

Delegate  Bittner — Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  Delegate  McKay  has 
made  several  statements  here  that  I  want  to  say  to  start  with  are  not  true.  In 
the  first  place,  the  district  executive  board  did  take  the  action  of  not  allowing 
Mr.  Puskar 's  name  to  go  on  the  ballot,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  in  the  minority 
does  not  say  that  this  was  not  the  action  of  the  district  executive  board ;  because 
every  question  decided  on  the  district  board,  as  well  as  every  other  body  in  this 
organization,  is  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members. 

So  far  as  the  decision  of  tlie  International  Executive  Board  is  concerned, 
never  until  this  time  has  the  International  Executive  Board  instructed  the  dis- 
trict board  or  the  officers  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  to  place  Mr.  Puskar 's  name 
on  the  ballot. 

A  Delegate — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Isn  't  the  district  constitution  ahead 
of  the  Board's  action f 

Chairman  Green — Your  point  is  not  well  taken.  Delegate  Bittner  has  the 
floor. 

A  Delegate — Hasn't  a  man  a  right  to  make  a  point  of  order f 

Chairman  Green — ^What  is  your  point  of  order?  I  understood  the  gentleman 
started  to  make  a  speech. 

A  Delegate — Our  district  constitution  is  ahead  of  our  International  con- 
dtitution. 

Chairman  Green — That  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Delegate  Bosley,  District  11 — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  There  is  a  mo- 
tion before  the  house  and  it  should  be  put. 

Chairman  Green — The  convention  will  please  be  in  order.  The  point  is  not 
well  taken,  because  when  a  motion  is  made  it  is  always  in  order  to  have  remarks 
on  it.  It  appears  to  me  this  delegate  is  getting  impatient,  but  he  is  merely  de- 
laying the  proceedings. 

Delegate  Bittner,  District  5 — Delegates  who  get  up  on  this  floor  and  state 
that  the  International  Executive  Board  has  ordered  that  Mr.  Puskar 's  name  be 
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placed  on  the  ballot  in  District  No.  5  either  are  misinformed  or  thej  are  trjing 
to  misinform  this  delegation.  I  am  not  appealing  from  any  dedsion  of  the  Ii- 
ternational  Executive  Board,  neither  is  the  district  ezeentive  board;  bnt  the 
{proposition  is,  has  the  district  executive  board  a  right  to  leave  the  namei  of 
men  off  the  ballot  in  the  Pittsburgh  district?  And  after  that  right  has  bees 
decided  either  one  way  or  the  other,  then  the  next  court  of  appeals  in  this  or- 
ganization, when  there  is  no  district  convention,  is  the  International  ExecntiTe 
Board. 

As  I  said  before,  the  International  Executive  Board  has  not  told  iis  tbe 
disposition  that  has  been  made  of  Mr.  Puskar 's  case  and  what  should  be  done  in 
regard  to  putting  his  name  on  the  ballot  or  keeping  it  off  the  ballot  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh district.  J  believe  tis  one  officer  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  that  we  are 
willing  to  have  this  case  opened  uy*  and  taken  up  on  the  floor  of  this  eonvention, 
oT  have  the  merits  of  the  case  decided  by  the  International  Executive  Board. 
After  they  have  once  decided  the  case  we  are  willing  to  comply  with  their  deci- 
sion. 

Arguing  this  case  from  the  stand iK)int  of  the  fundamental  law  of  this  or- 
gauization,  it  is  a  question  of  whether  or  not  the  International  Board  has  decid- 
ed the  case  permanently ;  and  if  they  have  not  decided  the  case,  then  I  say  it 
should  be  left  to  the  International  Board  to  permanently  decide  it,  and  what- 
ever the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board  is  on  this  question  the 
district  board  and  the  officers  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  will  have  to  complj 
with  it. 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.) — Will  Delegate  Bittner  yield  to  a  question! 

Delegate  Bittner — Yes. 

Delegate  Gildea — Did  Delegate  Puskar  appeal  his  case  to  the  Intemational 
Executive  Board? 

Delegate  Bittner — So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  have  not  received  an.^ 
information  that  Mr.  Puskar  has  aj)pealed  his  case  to  the  Intemational  Exeen- 
tive  Board. 

Delegate  Gildea — Did  he  make  such  an  appeal? 

Delegate  Bittner — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  did  not. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  12 — I  want  to  avoid,  if  I  possibly  can. 
saving  anything  that  will  reflect  on  anybody  in  this  matter,  as  I  believe  it 
should  be  settled,  if  it  is  possible  to  settle  it,  in  such  a  way  that  the  real  prinei 
pie  involved  will  be  decided  upon  in  a  manner  that  will  protect  the  interests  of 
our  organization.  I  do  not  believe  that  as  an  Intemational  convention  we  arc 
interested  in  what  one  individual  may  think  of  another,  and  I  do  not  believe  tbe 
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delegate  who  will  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  convention  should  exercise  the 
privileges  rightfully  guaranteed  him  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  advantage  of  it  to 
vent  his  personal  8ple8n.  It  not  only  is  not  right,  but  it  is  a  reflection  on  our 
own  organization  and  ought  to  be  cut  out,  and  under  our  rules — while  I  would 
not  want  to  see  any  inHividual  treated  in^uch  a  way  as  to  have  the  eyes  of  our 
membership  focused  on  him  to  his  discredit — I  believe  under  the  rules  a  man 
who  will  use  his  privileges  in  that  way  is  entitled,  after  the  first  offense,  to  be 
put  out  of  t4ie  convention.  If  such  an  example  is  set  I  don 't  think  we  will  have 
what  we  have  had  in  the  past. 

If  Brother  Puskar's  name  had  been  placed  on  the  ballot  and  the  regular 
election  had  beeij  held  with  his  name  there,  if  he  had  been  voted  on  and  elected, 
before  he  could  serve  the  district  convention  of  District  5  would  have  had  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  tellers  and  decide  upon  his  election.  As  he  is  a  district  officer 
we  could  not  make  much  time  in  the  future  by  referring  it  to  the  International 
Executive  Board.  The  question  of  the  election  of  district  officers  always  is  de- 
cided first  by  the  district  convention  itself,  and  then  if  there  is  dissatisfaction 
an  appeal  is  taken. 

I  want  to  poi{it  out  that  in  the  matter  of  the  election  or  selection  of  district 
officers  the  policy  of  our  convention  has  always  been  in  the  past,  as  far  as  it 
could  possibly  be  done,  to  leave  that  question  in  the  hands  of  the  men  who  paid 
the  bilf  and  who  the  district  officers  would  represent,  provided  they  were  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  officials  in  that  district.  It  seems  to  me  the  wisest  course 
to  pursue,  and  the  thing  that  will  get  the  best  results  for  our  own  organization, 
is  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  allowing  the  men  who  pay  the  bill  and  do  the  vot- 
ing, and  livho  nmst  accept  the  services  of  the  men  they  elect,  to  decide  who  those 
men  shall  be.  I  believe  if  there  are  irregularities,  if  there  has  been  any  injus- 
tice done  Brother  Puskar  and  the  evidence  shows  it,  the  next  convention  of 
District  5  will  pass  on  this  election  and  will  have  a  right  to  give  the  case  a 
thorough  hearing  and  pass  judgment  on  it. 

As  I  understand  it,  Brother  Puskar  was  a  candidate  for  district  officer. 
There  was  some  question  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  men  who  were  candidates 
in  District  12  as  to  whether  or  not  their  names  appeared  in  the  regular  place  on 
the  ballot.  There  lias  been  some  question  of  that  kind  in  almost  every  election 
I  have  knowledge  of  in  our  district  organization;  but  in  every  one  of  those 
cases  the  appeal  was  taken  direct  to  our  annual  convention,  where  the  men  in- 
volved, the  men  who  pai'l  the  bill  and  who  were  electing  that  officer,  decided  the 
question  themselves.  Up  to  the  present  time  they  have  decided  those  questions 
on  their  merits,  they  have  decided  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  great  member- 
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A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee  he  en- 
curred  in. 

Delegate  Puskar,  District  5 — I  made  an  appeal  to  the  International  throogb 
this  committee.  I  received  the  required  number  of  nominationB  in  District  No. 
5  for  Board  member  of  Sub-district  No.  1 .  After  having  received  the  reqirired 
number  of  nominations  I  was  notifieu  by  the  secretary-treasurer  of  District  Na 
5  and  accepted  the  nomination.  After  accepting  the  nomination  on  the  14ti 
day  of  November  1  was  notified  by  the  district  secretary  that  on  the  15th,  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  ballots  would  go  to  the  printer  and  my  name  would  not  he  on. 
On  the  17th,  as  quick  as  I  could,  T  made  an  appeal  to  the  district  executive  hoard, 
but  up  to  this  time  they  have  given  me  no  reasons  why  my  name  was  not « 
that  ballot. 

I  appealed  to  the  International  and  received  a  letter  from  Secretary  Perrr 
stating  that  the  International  Executive  Board  had  already  given  a  deciaion  an^ 
my  name  should  be  on  the  ballot.  It  did  not  go  on.  I  am  a  member  in  good 
standing.  1  have  never  be^n  expelled  from  the  organization  and  have  paid  aH 
(iues  and  assessments.  I  therefore  demand  my  right  as  a  member  of  the  VtM 
Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Delegate  Flyzik,  District  10 — I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  of  the  e^' 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances.  I  would  like  to  knof 
whether  or  not  he  was  aware  of  the  fact  before  the  report  was  made  that  ti» 
International  Executive  Board  had  already  decided  that  case. 

Delegate  Diamond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — In  order  to  answer  tbe 
question  properly  it  is  necessary  to  make  au  explanation.  There  ha«»  been  w 
appeal  from  the  action  of  the  International  Executive  Board.  The  committee 
in  referring  this  back  to  the  International  Executive  Board  is  referring  it  tc 
the  highest  tribunal  that  has  acted  on  the  case  up  to  this  time.  Brother  Paska' 
I'las  not  appealed  from  the  action  of  the  International  Executive  Board,  neither 
have  the  officers  of  District  5 ;  consequently  it  is  up  to  the  International  Ei« 
utive  Board  to  enforce  their  decision  in  reference  to  that  case.  I  do  not  conadtf 
1  hat  it  is  the  ])roperty  of  the  convention  at  this  time  or  until  an  appeal  is  ta^ 
from  the  decision  handed  down  by  the  International  Executive  Board. 

Delegate  Flyzik — I  am  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  eomxnittee.  I  hate  «* 
letters  sent  direct  to  Brother  Puskar  sustaining  him  in  his  grievance.  I  betietv 
the  convention  should  go  on  record  at  this  time  censuring  tbe  officers  of  District 
5  for  the  dirty  tactics  they  are  using.  I  have  had  some  experience  with  tbo* 
officers.  If  a  man  decides  to  run  for  some  position  in  District  5  he  is  ath^ 
branded  as  a  traitor  or  not  permitted  to  go  on  the  ballot.    I  maintain  that  the 
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International  Executive  Board  iias  disposed  of  the  case  and  they  have  a  right 
to  censure  Brother  Feehau,  president  of  District  5,  for  his  action  in  this  case. 
I  don 't  believe  it  should  be  referred  back  to  the  International  Executive  Board 
after  they  had  made  a  decision  on  it.  I  maintain  that  Brother  Puskar  has  been 
treated  unjustly  by  the  ofiBcials  of  District  No.  5,  and  this  convention  should  go 
on  record  censuring  the  officials  of  that  district  for  doing  him  such  an  injustice. 

Delegate  Feehan,  President  District  5 — Mr.  Chairman  and  Brother  Dele- 
gates :  It  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  convention  on 
this  grievance,  and  I  would  not  have  taken  the  floor  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact 
that  Delegate  Flyzik  has  taken  occasion  to  advise  this  convention  to  censure  the 
officials  of  District  No.  5  for  their  "dirty  tactics."  It  is  not  very  long  since 
this  International  Union  spent  several  thousand  dollars  of  its  funds  in  conduct- 
ing an  investigation  in  District  5.  Any  member  of  this  organization,  any  offi- 
cial, and  the  general  public  had  an  opportunity  to  come  there  and  present  evi- 
dence or  prove  that  Feehan  was  ever  guilty  of  one  dirty  tactic  since  he  has  been 
a  member  or  an  official  of  this  organization.  There  is  no  man  in  this  organiza- 
tion who  ever  held  an  office  who  stood  such  an  investigation,  and  they  couM 
neither  find  anything  against  my  private  character  or  against  me  as  an  official 
of  the  union. 

This  man  who  is  attacking  the  integrity  of  the  officials  of  District  5  served 
in  the  capacity  of  International  disorganizcr  for  a  period  in  District  5,  and  did 
all  he  could  at  the  expense  of  the  International  Union  to  destroy  the  efficiency 
of  our  organization  and  create  contention  in  our  district.  And  certainly  wo  op- 
posed his  efforts,  and  that  is  why  Delegate  Flyzik  arises  in  this  convention  and 
makes  the  attack  he  does. 

Why  is  it  that  Andrew  Puskar 's  name  was  not  put  on  the  ballot  of  Dis- 
trict No.  5?  He  has  not  made  known  the  facts  to  this  convention.  I  would 
not  have  spoken  on  tlie  subject,  but  since  the  district  organization  has  been 
attacked  this  delegation  should  know  the  facts.  What  are  theyt  Our  last  von- 
vention  of  the  district  expelled  from  the  organization  the  officials  of  the  dual  or- 
ganization, the  men  who  had  started  the  dual  organization  without  any  authority 
for  ao  doing,  appropriated  the  funds  of  the  local  unions  to  their  own  use,  took 
their  salaries  from  the  per  capita  tax  that  should  have  been  g'Sng  to  the  district 
and  the  International  Union,  and  went  through  the  district  endeavoring  to 
break  up  and  destroy  that  part  of  the  organization. 

Our  district  annual  convention,  which  convened  last  March,  expelled  these 
men  for  their  traitorous  conduct.    They  were  expelled  for  a  period  of  five  years. 
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Tliore  were  \2H  (ieiegatcs  in  tliat  district  t-onvention,  reprei«i>nting  almost  every 
Jocal  unioii  in  District  5,  and  the  a<'tion  taken  was  unanimous. 

What  happened  ?  After  this  action  had  been  taken  by  the  district  annau 
convention  the  man  who  was  serving  in  the  capacity  of  secretary -treasurer  for 
the  dual  organization  resigned  his  position,  and  in  spite  of  the  action  of  tb<> 
district  organization  taken  in  convention,  this  man  Puskar  took  his  job  aoil 
went  around  soliciting  funds  of  the  local  unions,  preventing  them  from  paying 
their  tax  to  this  international  Union,  and  furthermore,  discouraging  and  prr 
venting  tlie  men  from  paying  the  assessments  to  maintain  the  strikers  in  ta 
rious  districts,  including  our  own.  When  they  were  unable  to  get  sufficient  tai 
for  their  dual  organization  they  got  donations  from  the  local  unions.  Pudur 
can  sjieak  several  languages  and  was  valuable  in  their  8er\'iee  as  a  union 
wrecker.  He  dei*eiveil  his  own  countrymen  and  imiuced  them  to  give  donatiohs 
from  the  local  unions  of  $o0.00  and  $100.00. 

This  man  is  worse  than  the  man  you  denied  -a  seat  in  this  convention.  He 
is  worse  than  Robert  (libbons  or  Al)e  Kephart.  whom  this  convention  refu9e<i 
to  seat,  because  (fibl)ons  and  Kephart  started  in  with  the  dual  orgsinization  and 
went  all  the  way  through.  This  man  started  in,  accepted  the  position  of  seciv- 
rary-ti*.asurer  after  I  he  district  annual  convention  had  ex|>elle<i  all  men  who 
held  oftice  in  that  <lual  organization.  They  tied  the  funds  of  our  district  or 
gauization  up  in  the  courts  so  we  could  not  get  one  cent  to  relieve  the  distrew 
of  the  miners  who  were  on  strike.  They  did  this  by  a  suit  entered  to  get  yos 
session  of  the  funds  of  our  district.  The  man  who  preceded  Puskar  entered  tb 
suit.  When  Puskar  took  the  |H»sitiou  he  followed  the  same  taetics  and  was  s 
much  better  man  in  that  <ai»ncity  than  the  man  who  preceded  him.  The  funtl? 
t  f  tht'  district  organiztiiion  were  tied  up  until  nveiitly. 

After  the  dei-ision  of  the  International  Executive  Board  Puskar  and  hi;* 
organization  went  out  of  commission.  They  did  not  stop,  however,  in  their  dirty 
work.  What  wj^s  the  lesult?  He  gave  out  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  Board 
memlH»r  in  a  sub-district.  Was  the  Executive  Board  going  to  place  his  naiw 
on  the  oallot  of  the  district  organiuition  after  he  had  committed  a  worse  offend 
than  the  men  who  were  ex | Killed  for  five  years?  The  district  executive  board 
passed  a  ri»solution  a))plying  the  same  penalty  to  Puskar  and  held  he  was  not 
eligible  to  \te  a  candidate.  We  were  not  going  to  give  him  that  recognition.  w«? 
weie  uot  going  to  endorse  his  action.  We  were' not  going  to  commend  him  for 
what  he  did  by  allowintr  him  to  go  on  the  ballot  until  oiir  district  annual  con- 
vention, and  if  I  know  the  tem|»er  of  the  men  in  our  district,  when  that  conven- 
ti«»n  v*.»n\enes  in  March  Puskar  will  be  given  the  same  dose  as  GibbK>ns.  Kephart 
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id  the  others  got — he  will  get  five  years'  expulsion  from  this  organization  for 
s  treacherous  conduct  and  misappropriating  the  funds  of  the  district  and  In- 
mational  Unions. 

Tlynkf  the  man  who  makes  the  charge,  is  fully  aware  of  what  has  been 
}ne,  is  fully  aware  of  what  these  men  did,  yet  he  charges  the  officials  of  Dis- 
ict  5  with  * '  dirty  tactics. "  It  is  the  old  story  of  some  one  yelling  '  *  Stop, 
ief!'' 

Delegate  Thurman — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  rules  allow  a  man 
re  minutes,  and  I  believe  Brother  Feehan  has  had  ten  minutes. 

On  motion  Delegate  Feehan  *s  time  for  speaking  was  extended. 

Delegate  Feehan — Fellow  delegates,  the  mine  workers  of  District  5  w411 
eet  in  their  district  annual  convention.  If  the  ballot  that  was  prepared  and 
nt  out  to  the  itline  workers  of  that  district  to  vote  upon  is  not  satisf acory  to 
icm  they  will  order  a  re-election,  and  they  will  order  the  officers  of  District  5 
put  this  man's  name  on  the  ballot;  but  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  they  will 
)  as  I  have  said,  they  will  apply  the  same  penalty  to  Puskar  they  <lid  to  Gib- 
>n8. 

So  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  the  International  Executive  Board 
ay  investigate  it,  and  T  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  convention  telling  the 
>]]iinations  he  received  or  questioning  their  legality.  We  take  the  position 
lat  the  mine  workers  in  our  own  district  will  settle  that  question  when  our 
invention  convenes. 

Delegate  Flyzik — Brother  Feehan  stated  that  I  served  in  District  5  as  a  dis- 
'ganizer.  I  want  him  to  name  one  meeting  I  addressed  where  I  tried  to  dis- 
-ganize  the  mine  workers  of  District  5.  I  want  him  to  name  a  meeting  I  was 
:  or  a  town  where  I  talked  that  I  cannot  go  back  and  repeat  the  same  thing. 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  5 — I  want  to  repeat  the  statement  I  made,  that 
>8pite  the  fact  that  the  district  annual  convention  and  the  officials  of  the 
istrict  organization  had  tried  to  prevent  Flyzik  and  others  from  coming  to  our 
Lstrici,  they^I&me  there  and  all  the  work  they  did  there  was  in  a  disorganizing 
kpacity,  and  this  gentleman  never  missed  an  opportunity  to  discredit  the  dis- 
ict  officials.  That  is  the  entire  work  they  did,  that  is  what  it  consisted  of,  and 
5  knows  it.  The  same  charge  l>as  been  made  in  this  International  convention 
5fore. 

Delegate  Flyzik — 1  rine  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  I  deny  the 
atement.  I  was  in  District  No.  5.  but  I  never  at  any  time  tried  to  disorganize 
le  miners,  and  I  can  go  back  and  meet  the  same  men  and  do  the  same  thing 
rain,  and  as  far  as  Brother  Feehan  is  concerned,  I  want  to  state  that  I  didn  't 
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knuw  anybody  could  rerieot  on  his  honesty  and  integrity,  because  I  never  kne* 
he  had  any. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  is  not  going  to  recognize  anyone  until  he  nate 
a  statement.  Everybody  will  be  seated.  Delegate  Gildea  will  please  take  kv 
seat.  The  chair  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the  fact  that  it 
does  not  contribute  to  the  success  of  this  convention  for  delegates  to  arise  to  i 
question  of  personal  privilege  and  then  take  advantage  of  that  to  indulge  in 
personalities.  We  want  to  be  generous  in  the  extreme,  but  we  will  have  to  «b- 
deavor  to  stop  this  indulgence  in  )>ersonalitie9  under  the  guise  of  personal 
privilege. 

Delegate  Haggerty,  District  2 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  This  questioD 
has  already  been  disposed  of  by  the  International  Executive  Board.  An  appetl 
has  not  been  taken  by  either  party  and  it  is  not  the  property  of  the  conveBtioi 

Chairman  Green — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  chair  that  the  point  is  not  weD 
taken  because  the  motion  includes  reference  to  the  International  Executive 
Board. 

Delegate  (iildca  (C.  P.) — I  can  corroborate  the  statement  of  the  Prendfft 
that  these  questions  should  not  be  clouded  by  personal  issues.  This  peprimaBd 
from  the  chair  should  have  come  long  before  the  president  of  the  Httsborgl" 
district  arose.  There  have  been  too  many  questions  settled  in  this  conTeotiM 
by  prominent  officials  getting  up  and  endeavoring  to  poison  the  minds  of  tie 
•  lelegates  ag^^iinst  those  who  have  taken  exception  to  their  remarks.  Bemtrb 
were  made  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  yesterday  that  aroused  feelings  bor- 
dering on  disgust.  Let  us  take  this  case  as  it  is — never  mind  about  Flyzik  thf 
disorganizer !  1  suppose  President  Feehan  would  charge  me  with  being  a  dis- 
organizer !  That  is  his  affair.  Let  him  make  his  charge  specific,  and  if  tkis 
convention  feels  like  taking  uj)  the  time  I  will  meet  it.  The  point  is  this:  This 
man  tried  to  get  his  name  on  the  ballot  of  the  Pittsburgh  district. 

Delegate  Bosley,  District  11 — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  This  queatioahM 
been  disposed  of  by  this  convention  and  l)y  the  International  Executive  Boari 

Chairman  (iieen — The  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken.  Delegate  Gild* 
will  proceed. 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.) — The  issue  is  this:  This  man's  name  has  !*«* 
kefit  off  the  ballot  in  the  Pittsburgh  district.  He  carried  his  case  to  the  Intcn** 
rional  Executive  Board.  The  Board  justified  his  position  and  said  his  nao* 
sliould  have  gone  on  the  ballot  in  the  Pittsburgh  district,  according  to  his  »** 
statement.  Why  was  the  decree  of  the  International  Executive  Board  set  asid* 
by  the  officials  of  the  Pittsburgh  district?    Why  does  President  Feehan  staao 
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on  the  floor  of  this  oonveution,  even  in  the  face  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  when  they  nay  this  case  should  be  submitted  to  the  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board  for  final  disposition,  and  say,  *  *  We  people  in  District  5  will  take 
care  of  this  case?'' 

The  point  I  want  to  bring  out  is  this :  Is  President  Feehan  and  his  execu- 
tive board  going  to  dispose  of  this  case  regardless  of  any  action  that  may 
be  taken  by  the  International  Executive  Board?  If  so,  they  are  the  people  who 
are  seceding  from  the  authority  of  the  organization  in  the  Pittsburgh  district, 
not  the  fellows  who  had  the  so-called  dual  organization  there  a  short  time  ago. 
These  men  are  defying  the  constituted  authority,  and  if  not  recognized  as  a  dual 
organization,  are  the  real  breeders  of  ilual  movements  in  the  Pittsburgh  and 
every  other  district. 

Refer  your  case  to  the  properly  constituted  authority  and  give  them  credit 
for  doing  the  best  they  can  under  the  circumstances.  Then  submit  to  their  de- 
ciaion.  President  Feehan  and  the  executive  board  in  the  Pittsburgh  district, 
so  far  as  the  statements  made  are  concerned,  refused  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  the  International  Executive  Board  that  has  already  been  rendered,  and  refuse 
to  abide  by  it  in  the  future. 

Delegate  Charlton,  District  5 — A  statement  has  been  made  by  Delegate  Gil- 
dea  that  ought  to  be  explained  very  clearly  to  this  delegation.  I  want  to  say 
right  here  and  now  that  the  International  Executive  Board  did  not  instruct  the 
executive  board  of  District  No.  5  to  put  Andy  Puskar's  name  on  the  ballot.  I 
want  that  understood.  If  anyone  denies  that,  get  the  records  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board  and  they  will  prove  it.  This  is  what  he  stands  on. 
When  the  officers  of  the  dual  organiaztion  were  expelled  at  our  last  district  an- 
nual convention  they  were  expelled  for  five  years.  When  the  International  Ex- 
cutive  Board  came  to  Pittsburgh  to  settle  the  dispute  there  was  one  clause  in 
the  decision  they  handed  down  that  said  whatever  the  International  Board  de- 
cided would  be  final  and  binding.  There  was  a  clause  inserted  that  said  that  all 
local  unions  would  be  reinstated  by  paying  dues  and  assessments  beginning  the 
first  day  of  August.  If  that  were  done  all  the  members  would  be  in  good  stand- 
ing. But  that  did  not  refer  to  the  officials  of  the  dual  organization,  the  officials 
that  had  been  expelled  by  the  district  annual  convention. 

The  first  secretary-treasurer  of  the  dual  organization,  Steve  Whetzel,  served 
about  two  weeks.  When  he  saw  the  position  he  was  in  he  resigned.  Then  Bill 
Friday  filled  his  place  for  about  three  weeks.  He  was  supposed  to  be  Interna- 
tional Board  member  of  the  dual  organization,  but  he  got  out  for  Andy  Puskar. 
He  attended  meetings  I  was  at  and  advised  men  not  to  send  in  any  assessment 
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l>erauHe  all  the  strikes  had  been  called  off.  The  men  refused  to  pay  tlieir  wmm 
raents.  I  can  verify  that  by  Delegate  Feeney.  Would  the  members  of  the  dii- 
trict  executive  l>oard  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  put  this  man  *s  name  on  tbe 
ballot f  This  convention  has  gone  on  record  as  being  strictly  opposed  to  M 
organizations.  What  would  the  position  of  the  district  executive  board  he  H 
they  went  into  the  district  convention  with  the  name  of  one  of  the  officials  of 
the  dual  organization  on  the  ballot f  It  would  make  us  ridiculous  in  the  eje^ 
of  the  delegates! 

When  the  district  annual  c»)nvention  meets  if  the  delegates  want  to  hate 
Andy  Puskar's  name  on  the  Itfillot  they  will  take  the  matter  up  and  order  a 
new  ele<»tion.  1  am  sure,  however,  he  will  get  the  same  dose  given  to  him  Kej>- 
hart  got,  and  he  deserves  it. 

Delegate  McKay  (Wm.),  District  '> — There  are  always  two  sides  to  every 
case.  Vou  have  heard  a  good  deal  on  one  side,  but  you  have  not  heard  much  on 
the  other.  1  deny  the  assertion  that  has  been  made  here  that  the  Pittsburgh 
district  executive  board  did  this,  because  they  did  not  do  it  unanimously.  Three 
members  of  the  board  voted  no  on  that  question.  I  happen  to  be  one  of  them, 
and  T  am  here  to  tell  you  why  I  voted  that  way. 

Brothers  of  the  convention,  when  the  trouble  was  down  there  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh district  and  President  White  and  his  ofticials  came  to  adjust  it  I  was  on** 
of  the  men  who  i>ut  my  hand  to  an  agreement  to  abide  by  any  decision  that 
might  be  rendered  by  the  International  JCxecutive  Board.  I  was  ready  tbeu 
and  1  a  III  now  to  abide  by  that  decision.  Every  man  who  signed  that  testified 
by  doing  so  that  he  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  highest  authority  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  and  was  willing  to  abide  by  their  decision. 

The  case  here  is  n(»t  one  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Delegate  Puskar.  That 
lias  all  been  decided  by  your  International  Executive  Board.  This  is  not  a  quei- 
lion  of  men  but  a  question  of  principle,  and  that  is  what  T  stand  for  every  time. 
1  have  no  interest  in  Mr.  Puskar  and  I  have  no  interest  in  Mr.  Hannaway.  tbe 
man  he  was  going  to  oppose;  but  I  have  some  interest  in  the  principles  of  tbe 
United  Mine  Workers.  When  the  (piestion  came  up  of  placing  a  disability  ob 
Brother  Puskar  so  Ms  name  could  not  appear  on  the  district  ballot  I  voted  no. 
I  did  so  because  I  had  seen  a  decision  given  by  our  International  President 
claiming  the  reinstatement  of  Brother  Puskar  meant  that  he  was  reinstated  to  all 
his  rights  and  privileges  in  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  I  claimed 
then,  and  I  claim  now,  it  was  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  officers  of  Dis- 
trict 5  to  place  a  disability  on  him  and  prevent  his  name  going  on  the  distrift 
ballot. 
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I  have  giveo  my  reasons  for  getting  up  here  and  making  this  statement.  I 
aim  the  district  executive  board  was  not  within  their  rights  when  they  placed 
disability  on  Brother  Puskar  at  the  very  last  minute  when  he  did  not  have 
me  to  take  an  appeal  to  the  International  Board.  The  ballots  went  out  without 
8  name,  there  was  no  opposition  to  the  other  candidate,  and,  of  course,  he  was 
ected.  I  claim  an  injustice  was  done  Mr.  Puskar.  Let  us  eliminate  all  this 
atter  about  the  factional  fight  and  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  Mr. 
iiskar  has  a  right  to  have  his  name  on  the  ballot  of  District  5  this  convention 
puld  say  so. 

Delegate  Bittner — Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  Delegate  McKay  has 
ade  several  statements  here  that  I  want  to  say  to  start  with  are  not  true.  In 
e  first  place,  the  district  executive  board  did  take  the  action  of  not  allowing 
r.  Puskar 's  name  to  go  on  the  ballot,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  in  the  minority 
»es  not  say  that  this  was  not  the  action  of  the  district  executive  board;  because 
ery  question  decided  on  the  district  board,  as  well  as  every  other  body  in  this 
-ganization,  is  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members. 

So  far  as  the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board  is  concerned, 
;ver  until  this  time  has  tlie  International  Executive  Board  instructed  the  dis- 
ict  board  or  the  officers  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  to  place  Mr.  Puskar 's  name 
1  the  ballot. 

A  Delegate — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  isn't  the  district  constitution  ahead 
'  the  Board's  action f 

Chairman  Green — Your  point  is  not  well  taken.  Delegate  Bittner  has  the 
>or. 

A  Delegate — Hasn't  a  man  a  right  to  make  a  point  of  order? 

Chairman  Green — What  is  your  point  of  order?  I  understood  the  gentleman 
arted  to  make  a  speech. 

A  Delegate — Our  district  constitution  is  ahead  of  our  International  con- 
itution. 

Chairman  Green — That  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Delegate  Bosley,  District  II — I  arise  to  a  point  of  order.  There  is  a  mo- 
on before  the  house  and  it  should  be  put. 

Chairman  Green — The  convention  will  please  be  in  order.  The  point  is  not 
ell  taken,  because  when  a  motion  is  made  it  is  always  in  order  to  have  remarks 
1  it.  It  appears  to  me  this  delegate  is  getting  impatient,  but  he  is  merely  de- 
ying  the  proceedings. 

Delegate  Bittner,  District  5 — Delegates  who  get  up  on  this  floor  and  state 
at  the  International  Executive  Board  has  ordered  that  Mr.  Puskar 's  name  be 
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placed  on  the  ballot  in  DLstrict  No.  5  either  are  misinformed  or  thej  are  tryiog 
to  misinform  this  delegation.  I  urn  not  appealing  from  any  dedsion  of  the  In- 
ternational Executive  Board,  neither  is  the  district  exeentive  board;  but  & 
proposition  is,  has  the  district  executive  board  a  right  to  lea^e  the  names  of 
men  off  the  ballot  in  the  Pittsburgh  district!  And  after  that  right  has  beea 
decided  either  one  way  or  the  other,  then  the  next  court  of  appeals  in  this  or- 
ganization, when  there  is  no  district  convention,  is  the  International  ExecotiTe 
Board. 

As  1  said  before,  the  International  Executive  Board  has  not  told  us  the 
disposition  that  has  been  made  of  Mr.  Pnskar^s  case  and  what  should  be  doncin 
regard  to  putting  his  name  on  the  ballot  or  keeping  it  off  the  ballot  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh district.  I  believe  as  one  officer  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  that  we  are 
willing  to  have  this  case  opened  up  and  taken  up  on  the  floor  of  this  convention, 
or  have  the  merits  of  the  case  decided  by  the  International  Elxecutive  Bo&rd 
After  they  have  once  decided  the  case  we  are  willing  to  comply  with  their  deci- 
sion. 

Arguing  this  case  from  the  8tandiK>int  of  the  fundamental  law  of  this  or- 
ganization, it  is  a  question  of  whether  or  not  the  International  Board  has  decid- 
ed the  case  permanently ;  and  if  they  have  not  decided  the  case,  then  I  say  it 
should  be  left  to  the  International  Board  to  permanently  decide  it,  and  what- 
ever the  decision  of  the  International  Executive  Board  is  on  this  question  the 
district  board  and  the  officers  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  will  have  to  complj 
with  it. 

Delegate  Gildea  (C.  P.) — Will  Delegate  Bittner  yield  to  a  question? 

Delegate  Bittner — Yes. 

Delegate  Gildea — Did  Delegate  Puskar  appeal  his  case  to  the  Intematiooal 
Executive  Board? 

Delegate  Bittner — So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  have  not  received  any 
information  that  Mr.  Puskar  has  appealed  his  case  to  the  International  Execu- 
tive Board. 

Delegate  Gildea — Did  he  make  such  an  appeal? 

Delegate  Bittner — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  did  not. 

Delegate  Walker  (J.  H.),  District  12 — I  want  to  avoid,  if  I  possibly  can, 
saying  anything  that  will  reflect  on  anybody  in  this  matter,  aa  I  believe  it 
should  be  settled,  if  it  is  possible  to  settle  it,  in  such  a  way  that  the  real  princi- 
ple involved  will  be  decided  upon  in  a  manner  that  will  protect  the  interests  of 
our  organization.  T  do  not  believe  that  as  an  International  convention  we  are 
interested  in  what  one  individual  may  think  of  another,  and  I  do  not  believe  the 
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delegate  who  will  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  convention  should  exercise  the 
privileges  rightfully  guaranteed  him  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  advantage  of  it  to 
vent  his  personal  spleen.  It  not  only  is  not  right,  but  it  is  a  reflection  on  our 
own  organization  and  ought  to  be  cut  out,  and  under  our  rules — while  I  would 
not  want  to  see  any  iu'dividual  treated  in, such  a  way  as  to  have  the  eyes  of  our 
membership  focused  on  him  to  his  discredit — I  believe  under  the  rules  a  man 
who  will  use  his  privileges  in  that  way  is  entitled,  after  the  first  offense,  to  be 
put  out  of  the  convention.  If  such  an  example  is  set  T  don  't  think  we  will  have 
what  we  have  had  in  the  past. 

If  Brother  Puskar's  name  had  been  placed  on  the  ballot  and  the  regular 
election  had  beeQ  held  with  his  name  there,  if  he  had  been  voted  on  and  elected, 
before  he  could  serve  the  district  convention  of  District  5  would  have  had  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  tellers  and  decide  upon  his  election.  As  he  is  a  district  officer 
we  could  not  make  much  time  in  the  future  by  referring  it  to  the  International 
Executive  Board.  The  question  of  the  election  of  district  officers  always  is  de- 
cided first  by  the  district  convention  itself,  and  then  if  there  is  dissatisfaction 
an  appeal  is  taken. 

I  want  to  poipt  out  that  in  the  matter  of  the  election  or  selection  of  district 
officers  the  policy  of  our  convention  has  always  been  in  the  past,  as  far  as  it 
could  possibly  be  done,  to  leave  that  question  in  the  hands  of  the  men  who  paid 
the  bilh  and  who  the  district  officers  would  represent,  provided  they  were  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  officials  in  that  district.  It  seems  to  me  the  wisest  course 
to  pursue,  and  the  thing  that  will  get  the  best  results  for  our  own  organization, 
is  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  allowing  the  men  who  pay  the  bill  and  do  the  vot- 
ing, and  ^iio  must  accept  the  services  of  the  men  they  elect,  to  decide  who  those 
men  shall  be.  1  believe  if  there  are  irregularities,  if  there  has  been  any  injus- 
tice done  Brother  Puskar  and  the  eWdence  shows  it,  the  next  convention  of 
District  5  will  pass  on  this  election  and  will  have  a  right  to  give  the  case  a 
thorough  hearing  and  ])ass  judgment  on  it. 

As  I  understand  it,  Brother  Puskar  was  a  candidate  for  district  officer. 
There  was  some  question  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  men  who  were  candidates 
in  District  12  as  to  whether  or  not  their  names  appeared  in  the  regular  place  on 
the  ballot.  There  has  been  some  question  of  that  kind  in  almost  every  election 
I  have  knowledge  of  in  our  district  organization;  but  in  every  one  of  those 
cases  the  appeal  was  taken  direct  to  our  annual  convention,  where  the  men  in- 
volved, the  men  who  pai'l  the  bill  and  who  were  electing  that  officer,  decided  the 
question  themselves,  l^p  to  the  present  time  they  have  decided  those  questions 
on  their  merits,  they  have  decided  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  great  member- 
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«lu|>  in  oi^  tAi*!!!*^!.  a»<l  n*--  ••!}-  of  th^'in  bait  rtnn^  into  th«  International  roa- 

VrOtioi-. 

1  beheve  tiiat  is  tbi-  t<^  |iikli«-T  u>  {tunm**.  I  briieve  we  sliooM  let  the  bci 
who  p«r  the  bills  ai-T  a5  a  jurr  in  a  case  before  we  act  here,  or  before  it  is 
-"•^nt  to  the  International  Ex.>r-jtive  Biv«nL  I  believe  if  Brother  Pa^ar  will  i{»- 
real  tu  the  uesx  ronrension  i  f  the  district  and  there  is  enough  merit  m  bis  fun- 
tent!«>u  to  warrant  it.  that  r-'Mivrtion  will  order  a  new  election.  A?  the  oUkftK 
under  thi!>  eleetion  witl  m*:  i^d  intii  (•«^wer  until  the  first  of  April  anrhow.  be 
'%ou!d  not  nee<l  tu  lu?<-  :.  «lay  ;in*l  the  men  «>iuM  not  need  tn  kve  hi*  seri^Mfs  ;: 
■iay  iit  order  to  have  ine  matter  a-Jiu^red. 

\\»a  nil  recollert — I  Jot't  like  to  ref»*r  tn  it — that  here  in  the  fitv  of  In- 
dianai<Miis  v. hen  the  t|uestioit  of  the  t.-i.<«i«  agreement  for  all  the  miners  in  our 
••ri^iiiZcktii  u  and  in  this  enrir«>  ountr>  wsis  under  consideration,  when  the  Id 
•eniati'.nal  rtnivtniion  by  :ilnH<t  unanimous  vote  had  decided  upon  a  tfertaio 
•  ••!Kjk  aad  instrurieti  t»^erv  iti^nit^r  '.f  the  Scale  *  ommittee  how  to  vote,  that  In 
..jien  •*'»uvenui»L  *tnr  •ii«Tii«-T  •  Atrial  ;:»^T  up  and  violate«1  his  instructions  and  Dr 
ni^dl  rhi^  ciiiin*  ••rgpntTnti'  v.  It;  --rder  n--:  ?•>  interfen^  with  the  poliry  of  l«v 
ii:t;  t\w  •{ucBtion  n^f  whi^  *>h«>uM  l>*  their  •listrirt  officers  in  the  bands  of  the  nxn 
Miu  ^«aid  (he  bills  and  «ii«i  tho  voting,  this  ct«nvention.  in  the  face  of  that  oyen. 
I'ubiie  betrayal  *yf  the  entire  or  itemization,  referred  that  question  back  to  tbe 
ilii»triei  aff»*cte«l  for  th^^ir  »Ie«-i<i*»n.  Tnat  meunt  that  if  those  men,  in  the  fa*^ 
"f  what  ha*i  Ivcn  d*mc.  would  rithcr  have  that  nun  still  continue  to  serve  tb«n 
in  that  ea{>ai-ity.  thi<  rocvcnuon  and  this  organization  Ivlieved  that  under  tho5e 
••irouin stances  it  was  1  etter  for  them  to  dei'ide  it  than  to  decide  it  out  bere. 
I  lelieve  the  pn^j-er  r««rse  ft»r  thi'«  cas*-  ti»  jjo  thn^ugh  is  to  have  it  referred  t«t 
Tiif  next  annual  »M»nveiiti.tn  t»f  |>i««trict  .'•  for  final  adjudication  and  final  settle- 

IVleg-ite  Lf-Ais  \T.  L. ».  l>i>trivl  ^ — In  tLe  iliscu^vion  of  matters  of  thi? 
khul  it  seeui<  to  iiit*  we  tmeht  t.»  view  them  from  the  standpoint  of  principle, 
•md  th:»t  only.  I  am  n«»t  <ure  that  1  uu*ierstand  the  entire  situation,  and  for  that 
r»*as<,m.  I  efore  diM.-u^ing  it.  1  uould  like  to  ask  a  few  questions.  I  would  like 
*o  ask  it  it  !!(  true  tti.it  any  deetsion  was  handed  down  making  Brother  Pu^r 
eligible  to  \  e  a  i-andioaTe  for  offi.  e  in  l>i'*triet  \  as  has  been  stated  on  the  fi«or 
.^f  This  eonvtutioa.* 

IVie^.iie  Fethan — Mr.  t  h:tir»nan.  ray  1  answer  the  questionf 

«'hairn*an  Itreen — I  %l<m't  know  who  would  be  the  pro|ier  person  to  answer. 

rvieg-ate  l>*wi< — President  ft^ehaii.  or  Delegate  Feehan.  can  answer.  aii«l 
then  I  will  .i"«k  *-'nieliMly  el^e  the  sjime  tjuestion. 
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Delegate  Feehan — 1  desire  to  say  for  the  iiiforumtion  of  the  delegateu 
that  a  decisiou  was  handed  down  reinstating  the  membership  in  the  local  unions 
that  had  been  misled  by  the  officials  of  the  dual  organization.  They  were  rein- 
stated. There  was  also  a  decision  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  dual  organiza- 
tion that  the  funds  of  the  district  organization  would  be  released  from  court. 
Puskar'as  an  official  of  the  dual  organization  did  not  comply  with  that  decision 
— he  has  not  done  so  up  to  the  present  time.  Recently,  very  recently,  just  before 
coming  to  this  convention  the  judge  handed  down  a  decision  favorable  to  the 
present  officers  of  that  district  and  ignoring  the  dual  officers. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — I  am  going  to  ask  questions  here  until  1  get  at 
the  facts.  That  is  what  this  convention  wants,  1  believe.  I  want  to  ask  Secre- 
tary Perry  or  President  White  if  thore  was  any  communication  sent  to  Andrew 
Puskar  stating  that  he  was  eligible  to  have  his  name  placed  on  the  ballot  in 
District  5  in  the  recent  election  ? 

Secretary  Perry — Yes. 

Delegate  Jjcwis — 1  want  to  ask  the  Committee  on  (.'redentials,  if  they  are 
here,  if  there  was  any  protest  filed  with  them  that  Andrew  Puskar  was  not  a 
member  of  the  organization  when  he  was  seated  as  a  delegate  in  this  convention? 

Auditor  Mossojj — There  was  no  protest  again.st  Puskar  as  a  delegate  to  this 
convention. 

Delegate  Lewis — Then,  Mr.  <'hnirman.  there  are  three  jwints  that  have  been 
established,  by  President  Feehan,  by  Secretary  Perry  and  by  the  ('redentials 
Committee;  first,  Presi<lcnt  Keehan  admits  that  those  men  were  reinstated,  and 
Andrew  Puskar  was  leinstated  tb  membership  in  this  organization.  Then  he 
adds  *  *  providing  he  complied  with  certain  parts  of  the  decision  handed  down. ' ' 
The  next  thing  we  find  i.s  that  there  was  no  attempt  made,  no  appeal  from  the 
decision  to  have  Andrew  Puskjir  susjiended  from  membership  or  the  right  of  be- 
ing a  candidate.  Then  we  find  that  our  International  Secretary  made  it  clear 
that  he  .was  eligible  to  be  a  candidate.  Then  we  find  that  he  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  and  seated  as  a  delegate  and  participating  in  the  j)roceedings  of 
this  convention.  The  [>oint  f  want  to  make  is  that  the  referendum  vote  of  our 
membership  is  even  a  higher  authority  than  a  delegate  convention. 

I  want  to  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  if  this  convention  recog- 
nizes that  a  district  executive  board  or  an  International  Kxecutive  Board,  a  sub- 
district  executive  board  or  even  a  local  union  executive  board,  has  any  power  to 
«leny  the  right  of  a  member  in  good  standing,  who  has  been  properly  nominated, 
to  have  his  name  placed  i>n  the  ballot  to  stand  for  any  office  within  the  gift  of 
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our  inembersbip,  then  it  is  a  dangerous  power  tu  permit  those  branches  of  tbe 
organization  or  those  officers  of  our  union  to  arrogate  to  thcmt»elve8. 

I  cannot  see  where  justice  is  going  to  be  done  to  Andrew  Puskar.  when  it  is 
admitted  that  he  is  a  member,  when  it  is  admitted  that  he  was  nominated  b;  a 
sufficient  number  of  locals,  when  it  is  admitted  that  three  members  of  the  Exec- 
utive Board  of  District  5  voted  against  the  proposition  to  keep  him  off* the  bal- 
lot, if  that  district  is  not  ordered  to  place  his  name  on  the  ballot.  The  VW 
l^resident  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  states  now  that  the  vote  was  six  to  thrw 
to  keep  Puskar 's  name  off  the  ballot.  I  want  to  know  if  the  will  of  our  member 
ship  is  goin'g  to  be  ignored  by  the  men  we  elect  to  office  when  it  comes  to  placing 
names  on  the  ballot f  No,  I  guess  not!  If  it  is,  then  I  don't  understand  tbe 
principles  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  I  And  what  I  believe  this  convcntioE 
sljould  do  in  order  to  establish  a  principle — if  we  never  had  it  before— is  to 
instruct  the  officers  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  that,  so  far  as  that  office  is  «)n 
<'(»rned,  they  must  have  another  election  with  Andrew  Puskar 's  name  on  tb? 
ballot: 

DelegJite  Grills — 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  delegsite  has  had  the  ll'W 
ten  minutes  and  hasn't  said  anything  either. 

(..Miairman  Green — Tf  there  are  no  objections.  Delegate  Lewis'  time  ^i!' 
be  extended.    Hearing  none,  it  is  extended  and  Delegate  Lewis  will  proceed. 

Delegate  Lewis — What  we  want  is  protection  for  our  membership.  Anii 
another  thing  we  want  is  to  protect  every  man  in  his  right  to  run  for  any  offir* 
in  this  organization  as  long  as  he  is  in  good  standing  and  receives  a  snffiricot 
nunibei*  of  nominations.  That  is  all  we  want!  I  understand  tliat  is  all  Delegate 
Puskar  wants.  They  tell  us  that  the  International  Executive  Board  has  passe*! 
on  this  question;  they  tell  us  that,  notwithstanding  that  fact,  if  I  understaBd 
President  Feehan  correctly,  District  5  is  going  to  settle  this  question.  I  wonder 
if  this  International  Union  has  reached  that  point  in  its  existence  where  tlistrifU* 
are  going  to  settle  matters,  right  or  wrong,  and  refuse  and  deny  the  right  of  the 
parent  body  to  see  that  our  men  are  amply  protected  in  their  rights?  If  that  is 
true,  then  you  can  follow  it  on  down  the  line,  and  an  executive  Iward  can  be 
created  in.  a  local  union  and  deny  the  right  of  a  member  in  good  standing  t* 
hold  any  office  in  that  local,  and  deny  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  sul>-distriH. 
district  or  International. 

And  we  talk  about  the  injustip'.?  of  courts  I  I  never  heard  tell  qf  any  conrt 
in  this  country  that  assumed  any  more  arrogant  position,  any  more  tyrannical 
positicm  than  is  the  position  T  understand  is  taken  here  today  by  the  representa- 
tives of  District  5! 
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Secretary  Perry — My  answer  to  Brother  Lewis  ^  question  may  be  mislead- 
ing unless  I  am  permitted  to  explain.  The  first  action  of  the  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board  on  Brother  Puskar  's  appeal  was  in  the  month  of  December.  That 
action  was  taken  in  a  meeting  held  in  Chicago,  after  the  election  of  the  district 
had  been  held,  and  the  notice  was  subsequent  to  that  meeting. 

President  White^ — Mr.  Chairman  ai^d  Fellow  Delegates :  I  think  entirely  too 
much  personal  feeling  is  being  injected  into  this  question.  But,  inasmuch  as 
precedent  is  being  cited  here  about  the  authority  of  established  tribunals,  I  think 
it  would  not  be  amiss  to  contrast  this  case  with  some  others  that  took  place  in 
the  organization  in  recent  years. 

To  begin  with,  I  ruled  on  Brother  Puskar  *s  case  without  knowing  who  was 
involved.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict asking  me  to  define  what  the  International  Executive  Board  meant  in  the 
reinstatement  of  men  who  >\'ere  members  of  the  Gibbons  faction.  I  want  you  to 
follow  my  line  of  argument  and  you  will  see  the  position  of  the  Board  and  the 
status  of  this  case  in  its  entirety. 

As  was  stated  in  our  sessions  here  the  other  day,  no  appeal  was  made  to 
the  International  Executive  Board  up  to  that  time  by  any  official  who  had  been 
expelled  from  that  faction  of  the  organization  to  the  International  Executive 
Board.  There  is  a  clause  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  constitution  which  says  that 
men  must  be  members  of  the  organization  for  one  year  before  they  are  eligible 
to  hold  office.  Now  to  the  point!  The  Board's  decision  was  that  if  the  mem- 
bers who  composed  the  local  unions  that  had  been  paying  to  and  supporting  the 
Gibbons  faction  of  the  organization  would  pay  their  August  per  capita  tax  they 
would  be  reinstated  to  good  standing  in  the  organization,  and  the  further  exac- 
tions were  left  to  President  Feehan  and  myself.  The  question  was  put  up  to 
me  about  this  reinstatement.  I  held  that  any  man  who  had  not  been  expelled 
and  who  had  not  been  reinstated  to  all  rights  and  privileges  by  reason  of  some 
official  tribunal  having  proper  jurisdiction,  that  all  the  men  who  belonged  to 
that  Gibbons*  faction  were  eligible  to  hold  office  when  they  complied  with  the 
terms  of  the  International  Executive  Board's  decision  at  the  Pittsburgh  meet- 
ing. 

That  decision  handed  down  by  me  was  in  line  with  my  decision  in  regard 
to  District  No.  2.  I  ruled  in  that  instance  that  all  men  who  were  reinstated 
should  be  privileged  to  aspire  to  any  office  in  that  district,  and  be  entitled  to  all 
rights  and  privileges  of  memb^^rship.  In  the  communication  I  received  from 
District  5*  no  names  were  mentioned  to  me,  no  one  was  pointed  out.  I  simply 
gaye  the  ruling,  and  I  based  my  ruling  on  the  fact  of  the  Board's  decision. 
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which  in  effect  was  that  all  members  who  bad  been  contributing  to  tbe  Gibbons' 
faction  of  the  organization  should  be  reinstated  on  condition  that  thej  eonp&id 
with  the  Board 's  decision  in  regard  to  paying  up  their  per  capita  tax,  etc 

Some  exception  was  taken  to  my  position  in  this  matter  and  I  pointed  <ib1, 
as  I  did  in  our  conTention  here  the  other  day^  that  when  the  Board  said  tbef 
should  be  reinstated  it  gave  to  the  men  j^hat  which  they  had  when  they  were  (U- 
prived  of  it.  I  held  it  could  not  apply  to  expelled  members  and  they  would  kiTe 
to  take  their  appeal  jn  accordance  with  the  laws  of  our  organization.  That  is  gll 
this  ruling  amounted  to.  There  was  no  appeal  made  farther  than  that.  It  «n^ 
the  information  the  district  secretary  wrote  for  and  I  gave  it  to  him. 

When  we  met  in  Chicago  the  day  after  the  annual  election  our  Board  w^s 
iu  session  and  our  Secretary  had  a  letter,  as  I  recall,  from  Brother  Puskar.  H 
was  read  to  the  Board.  In  order  that  the  Board  might  understand  my  poation 
in  the  matter — ^becaus^  I  ruled  as  the  President  of  the  organization,  and  do 
exception  so  far  as  I  know  had  been  taken  from  it — I  explained  my  position  in 
the  matter,  and  the  decision  of  the  President  in  the  premises  was  sustaineJ. 
That  was  after  the  election  had  occurred  in  the  Pittsburgh  district. 

We  have  had  some  controversies  m  times  gone  by  and  we  have  heard  murh 
about  the  authority  of  the  various  executive  boards  of  this  organization,  wk> 
has  the  right  to  deprive  men  of  appearing  on  the  ballot,  and  all  of  those  do«- 
trines.  I  want  to  say  to  you  it  is  not  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  organi 
zation  that  executive  boards  have  removed  men,  not  only  from  office,  but  haw 
taken  their  membership  away  from  them ;  and  not  only  removed  members  of 
their  own  board,  but  it  is  on  record  in  this  organization  that  the  executive  board 
of  a  certain  district  preferred  charges  against  an  Intemational  Board  member, 
he  was  tried  by  the  Board,  suspended  from  membership  in  the  union  and  his 
position  taken  from  him — and  that  man  is  in  this  hall  today.  And  when  be 
ai^ealed  his  case  to  this  convention  the  man  who  preferred  the  charges  against 
him  before  his  own  district  executive  board  sat  as  the  chairman  of  the  griev- 
ance committee  that  heard  his  appeul. 

Delegate  Flyzik — I  desire  to  correct  that  statement. 

Chairman  Green — Delegate  Flyzik  will  take  his  seat,  and  correct  the  stat^ 
ment  when  the  speaker  is  through. 

President  White — ^When  we  analyze  all  these  proceedings  and  the  various 
incidents  that  have  occuned  in  regard  to  holding  office  we  will  find  that  in  many 
instances  under  various  administrations  expediency  has  sometimes  ruled.  There 
is  no  denying  the  fact  that  this  case  is  just  as  I  have  explained  it.  I  am  the 
man  who  made  the  ruling.    No  names  were  mentioned;  it  would  not  have  made 
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any  difference  to  me  if  names  had  been  mentioned,  I  was  ruling  on  the  question 
of  reinstatement.  I  made  the  exception  in  regard  to  expelled  members.  Th« 
ruling  was  as  I  have  stated,  that  the  clause  pertaining  to  holding  membership 
in  the  organization  there  for  one  year  was  not  applicable  to  men  who  were  re- 
instated, and  could  only  apply  to  men  who  had  joined  the  organization  as  new 
members.  Out  of  that  has  come  this  controversy.  That  is  the  position  of.  the 
International  Executive  Board.  Brother  Puskar  wrote  to  the  Secretary,  and 
this,  as  he  has  stated,  occurred  after  the  election  in  the  Pittsburgh  district  was 
over.    That  is  the  entire  history  of  the  case. 

Delegate  Flyzik — ^Did  you  refer  to  the  Lawson  and  McBirnie  casef 

President  White— Yes. 

Del^ate  Flyzik — Delegate  Lawson  did  not  sit  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee; he  retired  and  we  elected  another  chairman. 

President  White — He  sat  here  on  the  platform  that  night  when  the  case 
was  heard,  and  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  in  the  convention.  He 
Fierved  as  chairman  of  the  grievance  committee  that  tried  Robert  McBirnie. 

Delegate  Flyzik — Do  you  state  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
while  he  was  being  tried? 

President  White — I  stated  that  the  man  who  preferred  the  charges  against 
Robert  McBirnie  was  selected  as  the  chairman  of  the  grievance  committee  that 
heard  his  appeal,  and  he  sat  on  the  platform  the  night  Robert  McBirnie  argued 
his  case. 

Delegate  Flyzik — He  was  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  and  not  on  the 
stage. 

President  White — He  was  sitting  on  the  stage.  I  asked  him  a  question 
about  the  law.  That  does  not  make  any  difference,  however.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  grievance  comuuttee,  and  you  cannot  deny  it. 

Delegate  Flyzik — ^Not  while  the  case  was  being  tried. 

President  White — I  stated  that  he  was  chairman  of  the  grievance  committee. 

Secretary  Perry — He  was  on  the  stage  in  Tomlinson  Hall  while  the  case 
was  being  tried.  Just  as  the  President  has  stated. 

Delegate  McCalluni,  District  11 — I  move  the  previous  question.    (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lawson,  District  15 — I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Chairman  Green — 'Ihe  personal  privilege  will  be  granted. 

Delegate  Bosley — See  that  he  confines  himself  to  that. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  will  delegate  Brother  Bosley  to  see  that  he 
confines  himself  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Delegate  Bosley — All  right,  I  will  see  that  he  does. 
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Del^ate  Lawson,  District  15  —I  want  to  straighten  out  one  or  two  matten 
that  have  been  injected  into  this  case.  Jn  the  first  place,  I  wsb  not  chairminof 
the  grievance  committee  at  the  time  the  McBirnie  case  was  heard.  Mr.  Brophy 
was  chairman.  I  will  leave  it  to  the  records.  I  was  chairman  of  the  resolotioM 
committee  the  next  year.  So  far  as  the  McBirnie  case  is  concerned — and  Mi. 
McBirnie  is  here  and  I  leave  it  to  him  if  I  do  not  make  a  correet  statemeat— 
he  was  a  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board  and  was  tried  by  the 
executive  board  of  District  15,  but  he  was  tried  as  a  member  of  Local  1338. 

Chairman  Green — I  do  not  see  where  that  is  a  question  of  personal  privily 

Delegate  Lawson — 1  think  it  is,  and  I  will  show  you  why.  It  will  only 
take  a  minute  to  explain. 

Delegate  Bosley — Then  don 't  bring  anyone  else  into  it.  Make  him  eonfinfl 
himself  to  the  question  of  personal  privilege,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  Qreon — The  chair  cannot  understand  how  a  question  that  invohes 
Brother  McBirnie  is  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Delegate  Lawson — It  involves  me,  and  my  name  was  mentioned  as  being 
chairman  of  the  grievance  committee  that  sat  on  his  case.  I  want  to  explain  just 
what  connection  I  had  with  that  case.    It  will  only  take  a  minute. 

A  large  number  of  delegates  called  for  the  question. 

Chairman  Green — You  have  already  explained  the  matter  in  connection  with 
the  grievance  committee.  I  cannot  understand  why  it  is  necessary  to  go  back 
and  give  a  history  of  the  trial  of  Brother  McBirnie  before  the  executive  board 
of  District  16. 

Delegate  Lawson' — I  want  to  explain  what  was  done,  because  it  was  not  a 
parallel  to  this  case. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  vrill  have  to  rule  that  is  not  a  question  of  per- 
sonal privilege.    The  motion  is  that  debate  cease. 

Delegate  Puskar,  District  5 — A  question  of  personal  privil^e.  I  want  to 
ask  President  White  in  regard  to  the  expelled  members.  Anyone  who  was  a 
member  of  the  dual  organization  and  had  not  been  expelled  by  the  distriet. 
International  or  local,  or  anyone  who  had  complied  with  all  the  requirements 
of  the  decision  in  Pittsburgh  is  entitled  to  be  a  member,  is  he  nott 

Cliairman  Green — That  is  not  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  You  are 
debating  the  matter  under  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Delegate  Puskar — Then  I  arise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Chairman  Green — The  chair  desires  to  give  Delegate  Puskar  and  every  other 
delegate  the  widest  latitude,  but  when  a  motion  to  close  debate  has  been  made 
you  cannot  discuss  the  question  under  the  guise  of  personal  privilege. 
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Delegate  Puskar — President  White  stated  that  I  had  not  complied  with  the 
requirements,  that  I  did  not  sign  the  release  for  the  money.  I  never  signed  in 
the  first  place,  and  as  soon  as  the  meeting  in  Pittsburgh  was  over  I  went  to 
Gibbons  and  Kephart  and  told  them  to  go  up  there  and  release  the  money.  They 
told  me  it  was  none  of  my  business.  If  I  signed  a  thousand  times  it  would  not 
release  the  money,  because  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  I  never  was  expelled 
by  the  local,  the  district  or  anyone  else,  and  I  am  a  member  in  good  standing. 

Chairman  Green — Brother  Puskar,  you  are  debating  the  question.    The  mo- 
tion is  to  close  debate. 
»       The  motion  to  close  debate  was  carried. 

Chairman  Green — The  question  is  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  refer 
to  the  International  Executive  Board. 

A  viva  voce  vote  wns  taken.  A  division  was  asked  for.  After  a  rising  vote 
had  been  taken,  the  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  declared 
carried. 

Delegate  Lawrence,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — A  resolution  introduced 
by  Delegate  Susnar  in  the  convention  a  few  days  ago,  in  which  charges  were 
preferred  against  Board  Member  Farrington,  was  referred  to  this  committee. 
The  Grievance  Committee  had  this  case  under  consideration,  got  the  two  parties 
in  the  controversy  together,  and  as  a  result  of  that  meeting,  we  prevailed  upon 
them  to  settle  the  case.    This  is  the  result  of  the  settlement: 

Report  of  the  committee  on  Alex  Susnar  vs.  Frank  Farrington  controversy : 

We,  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  beg  leave  to  report  that  an 
amicable  settlement  has  been  arrived  at  between  the  two  principals  involved  in 
the  Alex  Susnar  vs.  Frank  Farrington  controversy. 

An  examination  of  the  recorded  proceedings  of  the  convention,  in  which  the 
statement  made  by  Delegate  Farrington  appears,  was  made  by  your  committee. 

Delegate  Susnar  admitted  that  the  charge  as  contained  in  the  resolution 
presented  by  himself  and  signed  by  twenty-one  other  delegates,  is  not  sub- 
stantiated by  the  recorded  proceedings.  Delegate  Farrington  also  stated  that 
it  was  not  his  desire  or  intention  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the  integrity  of  Alex 
Susnar  as  a  union  man 

Both  principals  agree  that  this  controversy  shall  be  a  closed  incident,  and 
the  charges  shall  be  withdrawn. 

(Signed)     WM.  DIAMOND,  Chairman. 

GROCE   LAWRENCE,   Secretary-. 

In  Behalf  of  the  Committee. 
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Delegate  Lawrence — 1  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Farriugton,  District  12 — As  Iihh  l)een  stated  by  the  chairman  of 
the  comniilteC;  this  matter  was  settled  between  Alex  Susnar  and  myself  withcfot 
having  a  hearing  on  the  case.  I  took  the  same  position  in  the  committee  meet 
ing  that  I  took  in  the  convention  the  other  day,  that  the  statement  by  myself 
in  the  convention  did  not  warrant  the  charges  being  lodged  against  mc. 

Delegate  Diamond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee — Mr.  (Chairman,  a  pomt  of 
order.    Delegate  Farrington  agreed  that  this  would  be  a  closed  incident. 

Chairman  Green — The  point  of  order  is  well  taken.  The  qnestion  is  on  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 
Delegate  Lawrence— That  completes  the  report  of  the  committee. 
(Signed)     WM.  DIAMOND,  Chairman. 

GROVE  LAWRENCE,   Secretary. 
JOHN  ZELENKA, 
F.  E.  WAITE, 
PAT  CAREY, 
CHARLES  FOX, 
WILLIAM  MARGEST, 
DAN   SKEETERS, 
E.  L.  DOYLE, 
Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances. 
The  committee  was  discharged  with  the  thanks  of  the  convention. 
Upon  the  request  of  delegates,  Secretary  Perry  read  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  unanimous  consent  was  given  to  its  introduction: 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  31,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty -third  Annual  Convention  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers: 

We,  the  undersigned,  desire  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,   That   we   endorse   the   union    label   of   the   National   Stogie 
Makers'  League,  and   request  the  members  of  our  organization  to  demand 
same  when  purchasing  stogies. 

(Signed)     A.  P.  DOUGHTY,  Delegate  L.  U.  1696, 

JOSEPH   SCHWENDER,   Delegate  L.    U.   416, 
JOHN  ZELENKA.  Delegate  L.  U.  1245, 
CHARLES  FISHER,  Delegate  L.  U.  245, 
A.  R.  WATKINS,  Delegate  *L.  U.  971, 
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JEROME   WATKINS,  Delegate   li.   U.   2526, 
T.  W.  HUGHES,  Delegate  L.  U.  1276, 
CHARLES  R.  DRAKE,  Delegate  L.  U.  1723, 
JOHN  MURPHY,  Delegate  L.  U.  2083, 
A.  E.  WORKMAN,  Delegate  L.  U.  193, 
JOSEPH  RICHARDS,  Delegate  L.  U.  276, 
WILLIAM  ROBINETT,  Delegate  L.  U.  1866, 
H.  A.  LANNING,  Delegate  L.  U.  1185, 
FRANK  HARRISON,  Delegate  L.  U.  940, 
T.  L.  LEWIS,  Delegate  L.  U.  13. 
Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution. (Seconded  and  carried.) 
President  White  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Lawrence,  District  12 — Mr.  Chairman,  I  arise  to  a  question  of  per- 
sonal privilege. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.) — A  representative  of  the  Stogie  Makers  is  here  and 
would  like  a  few  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  convention. 

President  White — A  delegate  has  arisen  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege. 
Delegate  Lawrence — Just  after  reconvening  Mr.  J.  J.  Rodgers  brought  my 
name  into  a  controversy.    I  would  like  to  make  an  explanation  to  this  conven- 
tion. 

Delegate  Smith,  District  5 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  That  question  has 
been  settled. 

President  White — Confine  yourself  to  the  question  of  personal  privilege. 
Delegate  Lawrence — When  the  (rrievance  Committee  had  the  Rodgers  case 
under  consideration  I  was  sick  and  confined  to  my  room.  The  members  of  the 
Grievance  Committee  came  to  my  room.  They  had  made  the  announcement  in 
the  convention,  so  I  am  informed,  that  the  case  would  be  considered  at  Room 
169  English  Hotel.  When  the  committee  brought  the  case  up  I  asked  that  it  be 
postponed  until  all  persons  involved  in  the  controversy  could  be  given  a  hearing. 
They  said  they  had  the  records  of  the  convention,  one  member  of  the  committee 
was  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  case,  and  thought  they  would  be  able  to  go 
ahead  without  any  witnesses.  I  told  them  I  thought  they  had  better  have  the 
witnesses,  but  if  they  decided  otherwise  I  would  abide  by  their  decision. 

I  did  nothing  to  hide  anything  from  Mr.  Rodgers  or  anyone  else.  He  tried 
to  leave  the  inference  that  I  had  smuggled  this  case  through  the  committee. 
That  is  absolutely  false. 

Delegate  Rodgers,  District  11 — 1  would  like  to  ask  a  question. 
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President  White — The  incident  is  closed. 

Delegate  Rodgers — I  would  like  to  ask  a  question.  I  ask  it  as  a  personal 
privijHge. 

President  White — You  must  confiiio  yourself  to  the  question  of  personal 
j>nvilege. 

D::iegaLe  Rodgers — He  stated  that  the  case  was  called  the  day  before  that 
I  can  refer  to  the  records  of  the  convention. 

President  White — The  incident  is  closed.  We  have  two  committees  to  re- 
port. The  Committee  on  Resolutions  had  a  special  matter  referred  to  it,  and  the 
Auditors  had  the  question  of  the  International  assessment  referred  to  them. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.) — The  representative  of  the  stogie  makers  wants  to 
thank  the  delegates  for  the  resolution  they  adopted.    He  will  only  take  a  minote. 

President  White  introduced  to  the  convention  Mr.  H.  P.  Corcoran,  repre- 
senting the  National  Stogie  Makers*  League. 

Mr.  Corcoran — I  \^aut  to  thank  you  for  the  action  you  took  in  regard  to  mj 
organization.  By  that  action  you  have  made  it  possible  for  my  craft,  that  has 
maintained  a  bona  fide  union  organization  for  forty-four  years,  at  the  next 
conventiou  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  become  a  part  of  that  insti- 
tution officially.  When  an  organization  of  the  standing  of  the  United  Min^ 
Workers  of  America  speaks  as  you  have  done  in  this  resolution,  and  you  arge 
I'uch  and  every  one  of  your  members  to  demand  the  union  label  on  stogies  as  weD 
as  every  other  article  they  buy,  you  are  doing  something  to  help  a  body  of  men 
who  have  been  fighting  against  the  tactics  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
for  the  last  sixteen  years.  We  have  been  denied  the  privilege  of  being  a  part  of 
the  great  labor  movement  officially.  I  want  to  commend  the  remarks  of  your 
former  President,  Mr.  T.  L.  Lewis,  when  he  said  the  stogie  makers  were  as  good 
union  men  as  the  men  in  the  Cigar  Makers*  Union.  We  have  never  been  afforded 
any  protection  by  that  organization.  J  want  to  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  for  what  you,  have  done  for  my  organization.  It  means  much  to  us 
when  the  rank  and  file  of  the  strongest  body  in  the  United  States  endorses  us 
in  our  position. 

REPORT  OF  AUDITORS  IN  REGARD  TO  ASSESSMENT. 

Auditor  Donaldson   read   the   following  report; 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  February  1,  1912. 

In  accordance  with  the  instriictions  of  this  convention,  we  desire  to 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  recommendations  to  govern  the 
payment  of  back  assessment: 
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First — All  local  unions  who  are  in  arrears  for  the  assessment,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  pay  to  the  International  Secretarj'-Treasnrer  the,  sum  of  not  less 
than  $1.00  per  member  per  month,  commencing  February  1.  but  all  local  unions 
Bhall  pay  their  entire  indebtedness  by  June  1. 

Second — Any  member  taking  a  transfer  card  from  a  local  union  that  has 
paid  the  assessment  in  full  and  depositing  the  same  in  a  local  union  that  is  in 
arrears  for  assessment  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  any  part  of  the  arrearage 
of  said  local. 

Third — Local  Unions  who  are  in  arrears  for  assessment  shall  not  issue  a 
transfer  card  to  any  member  unless  said  member  deposits  with  the  local  secre- 
tary the  entire  amount  he  is  indebted  for  assessment. 

Fourth — In  the  event  that  satisfactory  evidence  is  presented  to  the  Inter- 
national Secretary  to  show  tliat  any  Local  Union  should  be  exonerated  for  any 
part  of  the  assessment  the  Secretary  shall  have  power  to  make  such  reductions 
on  the  assessment  as  the  case  warrants,  but  in  no  case  shall  a  local  be  exonerated 
where  the  members  have  willfully  neglected  to  pay  the  assessment. 

JOHN  J.  MOSSOP, 
ALBERT    NEUTZLING, 
\VM.  DONALDSON, 

Auditors  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 

Delegate  Jarrard,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Auditing 
Committee  be  adopted.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

President  White — The  Committee  on  Resolutions  will  report  on  a  resolution 
introduced  by  Delegate  McCauley,  District  No.  17,  West  Virginia.  The  resolu- 
tion wag  referred  by  the  convention  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

REPORT  or  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Delegate  Lackey,  secretary  of  the  'tmimittee,  reported  as  follows: 
This  resolution  appears  in  the  proceedings  of  January  24.    It  is  not  num- 
hered,  but  is  a  special  resolution  present od  by  Delegate  Mc(^auley  from  the  floor: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  24,  1912. 
To  the  Ofl&cers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  U.  M. 

W.  of  A.,  Here  Assembled : 

WTiereas,  The  relation  of  District  No.  17  West  Virginia,  to  Ohio  especially, 
and  the  other  coal  provlucing  states  generally,  is  such  as  to  demand  careful  oon- 
ffideration;  and 

Whereas,  The  organized  mine  workers  of  West  Virginia,  fully  appreciat- 
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ing  the  competitive  relation  of  West  Virginia  with  the  better  organized 
ilistricts,  desire  n  better  and  stronger  organization  in  District  No.  17;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  iH  the  wnae  of  this,  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  that  any  contract  entered  into 
in  District  No.  17.  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  agreement,  shall  <*arrr 
with  it  complete  recognition  of  our  organization,  and  the  closed  shop  as  in 
iither  districts;  and.  l)e  it   further 

Resolved,  That  in  negotiating  an  agreement,  no  surrender  of  any  favor 
able  condition  of  priees,  in  exchange  for  such  closed  shop  agreement,  will 
\\e  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  F.  M'CAULEY, 
JOHN  GBEENWAY. 
LEWIS  MORRIS. 
FRED  DEPOTER. 

The  committee  ret'om mended  that  the  resolution  l>e  referred  to  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Board. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  rei>ort  of  the  committee  U* 
roncurred  in. 

Delegate  McCauley,  District  17 — We  were  aware  the  matter  would  he  re 
ferred  to  the  International  Executive  Board,  but  we  brought  up  the  reaolntion 
because  we  wanted  the  delegates  of  this  convention  to  understand  the  actual 
conditions  of  W^est  Virginia  before  it  would  be  so  referred.  West  Virginia  it 
the  present  time  is  in  the  most  deplorable  condition  of  any  state  in  the  union, 
and  that  condition  has  been  brought  about  by  the  officials  of  District  17  at 
some  time  previous  to  this  surrendering  the  checkoff  and  the  closed  shop  for 
a  pecuniary  consideration.  These  facts  can  be  proved  by  the  records.  Ever 
since  I  have  l)een  b?ick  in  the  district  T  have  l)een  fighting  for  the  checkoff. 

The  miners  in  that  se(»tion  who  are  organized  will  not  pay  dues,  but  will 
openly  admit  that  they  would  pay  if  they  were  checked  off.  A  certain  portion 
of  Ohio,  when  I  first  went  there,  had  no  checkoff  and  the  members  would  not 
pay  their  dues.  A  majority  of  them  would  not  pay  their  dues  until  they  got 
the  checkoff  established.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  our  district  officials— 
not  all  of  them — are  oppo8e<l  to  trying  to  enforce  this  in  our  next  settlement. 
One  of  our  district  oflicials  told  me  openly  when  he  found  I  was  going  to  take 
that  stand  at  the  next  convention:  *'If  you  take  that  stand,  with  the  followinp 
you  have,  you  may  disrupt  the  organization  in  West  Virginia." 
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We  haven  H  any  orgauization  there  to  dinrnpt,  and  I  want  this  convention 
:o  go  on  record  as  l)aeking  us  up  in  this  demand,  in  order  to  prevent  some,  of 
)ur  district  officials — I  will  not  say  all  of  them — taking  a  stand  against  the 
•heckoff.  If  we  do  not  get  the  checkoff  we  probably  will  have  no  organiasation 
in  that  section  of  the  country  in  a  short  time.  If  you  endorse  this  resolution, 
r  I)e1ieve  we  will  make  the  fight  in  West  Virginia.  We  are  not  asking  for 
issist^ince,  simply  to  have  the  convention  go  on  record  and  place  our  officials 
111  a  position  wliero  they  can  not  sign  an  agreement  unless  it  carries  with 
t  the  checkoflF  and  the  closed  shoj>. 

Delegate  Feelian,  District  5 — 1  desire  to  ask  a  question.  Will  the  unorgan- 
zed  condition  of  various  coal-producing  states  be  given  consideration  by  this 
convention  before  adjournment  under  some  other  resolution? 

President  White — The  chair  can  not  answer  for  the  convention,  because 
rhe  convention  is  the  authority  to  decide  what  they  care  to  discuss.  For  that 
reason  the  chair  can  not  state  whether  or  not  the  convention  cares  to  take 
ip  for  special  consideration  prevailing  conditions  in  the  unorganized  fields,  which 
?verybody  who  is  conversant  with  the  situation  views  with  a  great  deal  of 
»oiicern. 

Delegate  Broshcar,  District  22 — I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  many — I 
!ihall  not  say  thousands  of  dollars.  l)ut  millitms — why  the  millions  of  dollars 
lave  beeu  spent  in  West  Virginia  and  why  we  should  not  grant  the  people 
n  West  Virginia  a  closed  shop.  I  want  to  know  why  the  men  in  West  Virginia 
.vho  are  organized  and  who  participate  in  this  trade  union  movement  should 
lot  get  the  protection  of  the  mine  workers  of  this  country?  They  come 
lere  and  appeal  to  us  as  an  organized  body  of  working  men;  they  ask  us 
.vhy  we  should  not  protect  them  in  demanding  a  closed  shop;  in  other  words, 
hat  all  men  working  in  and  arouifd  the  mines  of  West  Virginia  should  be 
iiembers  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

It  is  not  because  of  any  insinuations  that  may  Ikj  cast  upon  the  men 
»f  WVst  Virginia — while  I  never  have  been  a  participant  in  the  affairs  of  that 
iisirict — that  I  say  this.  I  believe  they  are  entitled  to  your  careful  considera- 
ion.  I  believe  the  men  in  West  Virginia,  if  you  will  give  them  the  consideration* 
»f  a  closed  shop  j>roposition,  will  be  a  help  to  the  mine  workers  of  the  entire 
»ountry.  T  consider  this  a  very  serious  matter.  I  believe  the  men  in  West 
Virginia  today  are  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  this  convention,  not  as  a 
natter  of  delegates,  but  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  men  at  home,  the  men 
vho   ha\-e.  since  the  old   times,   been   parties  to   the  contracts  that  have  l)een 
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made,  or  that  they  have  tried  to  make,  nith  West  VirgiDia  hanging  on 
their  backs. 

It  may  not  be  of  a  serious  nature,  but  I  want  to  say  to  you  with  all 
candor  and  without  fear  of  successful  contradiction  upon  the  floor  of  this 
I'onvention  that  it  is  a  serious  matter  that  you  give  to  the  men  of  West 
Virginia  that  which  they  are  entitled  to.  Let  the  men  who  are  members  of 
this  organization  say  to  their  employers  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  other  mine  workers  of  this  country  enjoy.  Mr.  Chairnias. 
are  we  going  to  take  a  backward  step!  Are  we  not  going  to  listen  to  that 
••all  that  comes  from  an  unorganized  district? 

A  Delegate — I  arise  to  a  p)oint  of  order.    He  has  exceeded  his  time. 

President  White — The  delegate  may  proceed.    He  has  a  minute  or  two  more. 

Delegate  Broshear — If  you  would  carefully  analyze  the  gentlemen  who  call 
other  delegates  to  order  and  ask  them  for  an  interpretation  of  this  convention. 
they  could  not  give  it.  They  could  not  tell  you  ^vithin  thirty  minutes  what  ise 
ought  to  do. 

President  White — The  delegate  will  confine  himself  to  the  question  before 
the  house. 

Delegate  Broshear — I  am  highly  in  favor  of  endorsing  the  men  of  West 
Virgiiii.'i  and  asking  for  a  dosed  shop.  They  are  entitled  to  it;  it  is  a  step- 
ping stone,  it  is  a  foundation,  and  without  a  foundation  you  can  never 
oroet  a  building.  Give  to  those  men  what  they  are  entitled  to,  those  men  who 
arc  paying  dues  and  assessments,  those  men  who  are  true  to  this  orgamza- 
tion  in  West  Virginia — give  them  what  they  are  entitled  to.  That  is  as  little 
as  you  can  do. 

President  .White — The  delegate's  time  is  up.  Do  you  wish  to  have  his 
tin.e  extended. 

Tlie  expression  of  the  convention  was  opposed  to  extending  the  time. 

President  White-  -There  are  obje<tions.    Delegate  Lackey  has  the  floor. 

Delegate  Lackey,  Secretary  of  the  Committee — Mr.  Chairman.  I  think  it 
is  IK)  iii(>rc  thnn  fair  tliat  the  committee  be  given  an  opportunity  to  state  our 
leasons  for  the  iction  Ave  haAe  taken.  The  committee's  action  is  taken  because, 
first.  West  Virginia  will  receive  the  same  consideration  as  all  other  districts 
wlicu  this  convention  maps  out  a  policy'  to  settle  all  questions  that  are  involved 
111  the  makeup  of  the  scale  for  all  districts.  In  the  absence  of  this  convention 
having  mapped  out  such  a  ]»olicy,  there  is  no  other  tribunal  to  which  we  can 
lefer  the  matter  except  the  International  Executive  Board. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  carried. 
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Delegate  Lackey — That  completes  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions. 

(Signed)     THOMAS   HAGGEBTY,    Chairman. 
G.  W.  LACKEY,  Secretary. 
JAMES  LORD. 
JOHN   GAY. 
JAMES  ALLEN. 
M.  J.  McGRATH. 
GEORGE  PHILLIPS. 
PREIXTATUM. 
GUS  DWYER. 

Committee. 
The  committee  was  discharged  with  the  thanks  of  the  convention. 
Secretary-  Perry  read  tlie  following  communication: 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  30,  1912. 
Mr.  Edwin  Perry,  1101-llOG  State  Life  Bldg.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir:  I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  information  you  have  sent  me 
that  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  my  Old  Age  Pension  Bill  was  endorsed  by 
your  body  at  its  recent  convention.  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  say  that  I  deeply 
appreciate  this  action  of  your  convention. 

It  was  impossible,  as  my  telegram  informed  you,  to  visit  your  convention. 
Mj  time  was  all  arranged  for,  and  I  could  not  make  any  such  shifts  in  my 
engagements  as  would  have  permitted  nic  to  go  to  Indianapolis.  I  regret  this 
very  much,  as  it  would  have  been  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  have  met  and 
shaken  hands  with  your  delegates. 

Very  truly  yours, 

VICTOR  L.   BERGER. 
Secretary  Perry  read  the  following  communication: 
To  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  in  National  Convention  Assembled. 

Comrades  and  Brothers:  The  Socialist  party  of  Indiana,  in  convention 
assembled,  sends  fraternal  greetings  and  hopes  that  your  deliberations  will 
redound  to  the  interests  of  the  toilers  you  represent.  Your  struggles,  victories 
and  defeats  are  ours.  The  militant  proletariat  of  Indiana  is  with  you  in  the 
!itruggle  against  the  common  enemy. 

bYaternally  yours, 

WM.  SHEPPLER,  Secretary. 
President   White — The   chair   has  had   his  attention  called   to   the  fact 
that  a  resolution  was  introduced  yesterday  afternoon  upon  which  no  action 
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was  taken.  The  chair  was  not  present  when  the  resolution  was  introdaccd. 
It  reads: 

^'We^  the  undersigned  delegates  to  this  convention,  respectfully  peti- 
tion thlH  convention  to  putis  such  constitutional  amendments  as  will  permit 
the  publishing  of  one  page  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  Journal  in  the  Italias 
and  one  in  the  Slavish  language." 

Xo  action  was  taken  on  the  resolution.  The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Constitution  has  been  adopted,  consequently,  we  can  make  no  consti- 
tutional provision  for  this  now. 

We  have  an  hour  or  two  before  time  to  adjourn.  We  have  the  report  of 
the  Scale  Conunittee,  th<»  election  of  delegates  to  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  and  to  tiic  International  Mining  (Congress,  as  well  as  the  selection  of  a 
convention  city. 

Delegate  Kastner,  Disstriet  11 — I  desire  to  make  a  motion.  You  want  to 
listen   to   me   on   this   matter,   John. 

President  White — Sometimes  I  am  hard  of  hearing. 

Delegate  Kastner — This  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  come  up.  The  delegate' 
are  getting  short  of  money  and  the  convention  ought  to  make  them  a  donation. 
About  600  of  them  have  been  rooming  in  the  Union  De|K)t  the  last  few  niglit<. 

Pj-esidont  White — That  is  an  evidence  that  you  will  do  more  for  yoursclT^ 
iround  here  than  you  will  elsewhere. 

Vice-Prositlent    Haves   in   the  chair. 


KEPOKT     OK     MfNEKS' 


KEPKESENTATIVES     ON     JOINT     SCALE 
COMMITTEE. 


President  W^hite — The  representatives  of  the  miners  of  Illinois,  IndiaBA, 
Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania  met  with  representatives  of  the  operators 
of  those  states  last  Friday,  presented  the  demands  of  the  miners,  and  after 
they  wore  jiresented  an  adjournment  was  taken  until  Monday  morning,  af 
was  report'^d  here  last  Saturday  morning.  Upon  reconvening  Monday  mora 
ing,  a  general  discussion  of  your  demands  was  had,  and  the  operators  pre 
sented  this  counter  proposition: 

OPERATORS'  PROPOSITION. 

*  *  The  experience  of  the  last  two  years  under  the  present  scale  of  wagee 
an<l  the  losses  sustained  by  reason  of  the  wide  difference  between  the  prices 
paid  in  this  competitive  field  and  tho  non-union  fields  with  which  the  pr<? 
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duct  of  our  mines  enters  into  direct  comp'etition  makes  it  imperative  that 
some  relief  be  given  us. 

'' Unless  this  situation  is  changed  aud  some  relief  given,  our  tonnage 
win  be  still  further  reduced  and  our  markets  further  absorbed  by  these 
non-union  fields,  with  a  repetition  of  the  financial  losses  for  the  next  wage 
I>eriod  that  we  have  sustained  during  the  present  and  a  consequent  loss  of 
employment  to  the  miner. 

**With  this  condition  actually  existing  we  have  no  recourse  but  to 
ask  that  the  miners  bear  their  part  of  the  burden,  and  to  meet  this  condition, 
grant  us  a  substantial  reduction. 

• '  *  We  therefore  propose  a  return  to  the  1904-06  scale  of  wages  in  the 
basing  districts,  with  the  right  for  the  operators  of  the  state  of  Indiana  to 
ship  mine  run  or  screened  lump  regardless  of  which  basis  is  used  in  paying 
the  miner." 

President  White — These  propositions  were  discussed  in  their  turn  and 
voted  down.  The  miners'  demands  were  taken  up  seriatim.  Then  the  matter 
was  referred  to  a  joint  sub-committee,  which  has  met  regularly  since  the  matter 
was  referred  to  it.  That  sub-cortimittce  today  reported  a  disagreement  to  the 
full  conunittee.  At  the  meeting  of  the  full  joint  committee  of  both  sides  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted: 

'*That  this  joint  conference  now  adjourn,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  joint  conference  (Mr.  J.  C.  Kolseni,  Indiana,)  the  President  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  together  with  H.  N.  Taylor,  of  Illinois;  A.  E.  Cole,  of 
Ohio,  and  William  K.  Field,  of  Pittsburgh,  the  convention  to  convene  at  such 
time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  this  committee  in  another  attempt 
to  make  an  amicable  adjustment;  and  that  the  spokesmen  of  the  miners  from 
the  respective  states,  which  would"  be  .lohn  H.  Walker,  W.  D.  Van  Horn,  John 
Moore  and  Francis  Feehan,  be  included  in  the  committee.  * ' 

This  motion  prevailed,  and  that  in  the  action  of  the  committee.  Your 
committee  felt  they  had  no  power  and  no  disposition  or  intention  at  this  time  to 
deviate  from  the  instructions  that  v.ere  given  to  them,  and  report  now  the  prog- 
ress and  the  results  of  their  several  days'  efforts.  That  is  the  report  of  your 
Scale  Committee.  «It  appears  to  the  chair  that,  in  order  that  this  convention 
may  act  upon  the  future  policy  of  wage  negotiations  at  least  intelligently,  it 
might  be  well  for  the  convention  to  name  a  committee  that  can  bring  something 
back  to  this  convention  to  govern  us  during  these  wage  negotiations. 

Delegate  Fox,  District  No.  11— I  move  you  tliat  the  original  Scale  (.'ommit- 
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tee,  as  appoiuted  by  the  chair,  be  selected  as  the  Policy  Committee  of  this  eon- 
vention.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Feehan,  District  No.  5 — I  move  you  that  there  be  added  to  that 
committee  the  resident  intematioual  officials  of  our  organization,  namely,  Pres- 
ident White,  Vice-President  Hayes  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Perry. 

Delegate  Fox — I  will  accept  that  as  part  of  my  motion. 

Delegate  Hughes  (T.),  District  No.  6 — I  have  a  resolution  I  would  like  U* 
introduce  in  regard  to  the  future  policy  of  the  Joint  Scale  Committee. 

Vice-President  Hayes — It  is  not'  in  order  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Van  Horn,  District  No.  11 — Possibly  it  would  be  well  to  state 
to  the  delegates  that  this  committee  will  possibly  frame  a  policy  tonight  and 
bring  it  back  to  this  body  for  your  endorsement.  That,  as  I  understand,  is 
the  intention  of  the  mover  of  the  motion.  You  will  have  their  report  here  to  en- 
dorse or  reject. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Fox  was  carried,  as  amended  by  Delegate 
Feehan. 

President  White — I  understand  that  to  be  the  committee  originally  ap 
pointed  at  the  opening  of  our  convention  as  a  Scale  Committee,  which  allows 
every  district  that  was  represented  on  that  committee  to  have  a  voice  in  nani- 
ing  that  policy. 

Delegate  Fox — That  was  my  intention. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — It  is  understood  that  any  of  the  dele 
gates  who  have  resolutions  bearing  on  the  i)olicy  to  be  pursued  can  submit  them 
to  this  committee f 

Vice-President  Hayes — That  is  understood. 

A  meeting  of  the  Policy  Committee  was  announced  for  7:30  p.  m.,  in  the 
1  nternational  Board  rooms  in  the  State  Life  Building. 

Upon  the  request  of  Delegate  Kastn^r,  District  No.  11,  Secretary  Perry 
road  the  following: 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  1,  1912. 

Whereas,  In  consideration  of  the  prolonged  session  of  our  convention  and 
many  of  the  delegates  being  out  of  funds  to  pay  hotel  expenses,  as  a  result  of 
the  local  unions'  financial  embarassment ;  therefore,  be  it    ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $10  bo  donated  out  of  the  International  treas- 
ury to  each  delegate  now  in  attendance. 

OBA  KASTNEB,  Delegate. 
Local  Union  No.  1904,  Distriet  No.  11. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1)09 

Delegate  O'Hara.  District  No.  12,  moved  that  the  motion  be  amended 
by  striking  out  *^ten*'  and  inserting  ** fifteen."     (Seconded.) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  amendment  be  land  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  lost;  351  votes  being  cast  in  the  affirmative  and  366 
in  the  negative. 

Delejjate  Edmunds,  District  Xo.  13 — ^I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment.  The  amendment  I  desire  to  offer  is  to  add  after  the  words 
of  the  former  motion  the  following:  ''That  each  local  union  whose  delegate 
or  delegates  receives  said  donation  shall  refund  the  same  to  the  International 
Union  within  thirty  days  of  date  of  receiving  same."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Carrage,  District  21 — Is  this  proceeding  a  joke,  or  is  it  real? 

Vice-President  Hayes — It  is  real. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — There  are  some  delegates  in  the  hall  at  the 
present  time — I  don  't  know  that  it  reflects  very  creditably  on  the  delegates  to 
do  such  a  thing  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings — who  will  speak  in  favor  of 
this  because  it  is  popular.  It  requires  just  a  little  more  moral  courage  and 
real  manhood  to  take  a  position  against  popular  sentiment  when  you  believe 
you  are  right,  than  it  does  to  get  up  and  play  to  the  galleries  on  some  question 
everybody  is  in  favor  of.  When  a  man  has  the  moral  courage  to  offer  a  motion 
he  believes  is  for  the  best  interests  of  this  organization,  the  very  least  all 
good  members  of  our  organization  can  do  is  to  give  him  respectful  consideration. 

Delegate  0*Hara — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  There  is  a  motion  before 
the  house  to  table  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Edmunds. 

Vice-President  Hfiyes — Tlie  chairman  did  not  recognize  the  delegate  who 
jirose  to  make  that  motion.     He  recognized  Delegate  Walker,  who  has  the  floor. 

Delegate  Walker — I  did  not  understand  there  was  such  a  motion  before 
the  convention.  1  would  like  to  make  a  statement  at  this  time.  I  don't  expect 
to  make  any  particular  friends  by  doing  it,  but  I  believe  in  the  interest  of 
our  organization  you  should  know  what  you  are  doing  before  you  act.  I 
believe  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Edmunds  should  be  carrie<l.  There  is 
very  little  money  in  our  International  treasury  at  the  present  time.  There  are 
strikes  on  at  present  that  require  practically  every  penny  that  comes  into  the 
International  treasury,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  organiza- 
tion. No  one  here  knows  what  the  outcome  of  our  present  negotiations  will 
be,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you— although  it  really  should  not  be  true — that 
there  is  no  argument  the  miners  have  ever  been  able  to  use  that  was  so 
l>otent  and  effective  in  their  interests  in  the  making  of  an  agreement  as  was 
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tiie  fai:t  that  tlicy  liu<l  <i  }{oo<1.  ^^troiii^  treasturv  l>chiiid  thorn  Id  i*ii8e  tbej  bad 
to  fight.  I  say  to  you  there  never  was  aii  argument  that  appealed  to  tk 
operatori)  stronger  in  (ieeidiiig  their  determination  to  fight  us  than  the  htx 
that  they  felt  we  were  weak  when  we  8tarte<i  into  a  fight.  While  I  am  ii 
favor  of  giving  every  delegate  here  who  is  short  of  funds  whatever  is  neces- 
sary to  pay  his  exi»enseM  de«-ently  while  he  is  here,  we  should  take  sueh  action 
in  the  matter  an  to  prote<'t  the  liest  interests  of  our  organization  while  it  i» 
l»eing  done. 

I  don't  know  that  this  motion  nil!  rarrj-.  1  hardly  think  it  will,  aeeord 
ing  to  the  s(>ntiment  that  has  Invn  expressed  here;  but  this  delegation  will 
stand  higher  in  the  estimatioii  of  onr  membership  if  they  adopt  the  motioo 
than  if  they  vote  it  down.  You  will  be  given  credit  for  it.  I  believe  the 
purpose  *>f  the  delegate  who  made  the  motion  is  that  the  legitimate  expna^ 
of  the  delegate^  wlm  wore  here  would  l^e  taken  rare  of.  The  great  member- 
ship of  our  organization  will  eonoliide  almivst  at  first  glance  that  it  vf« 
simjily  a  question  of  dividing  the  funds  when  you  got  a  chance.  With  the 
knowledjje  of  the  facts  in  the  «-aso.  with  the  knowletlge  that  every  penny  we 
t-an  keep  in  our  Internntioual  treasury  should  be  kept  there,  I  think  this  con- 
vention sliould  adopt  the  amen«lmeut  offered  by  Delegate  Edmunds. 

A  motion  was  made  thiit  the  amendment  be  laid  u|H)n  the  table. 

Vioe-Presidt  nt   liaye** — The  chair  has  recognized  Delegate  Edmunds. 

Delegate  Edmunds,  Distrir?  1.3 — As  far  as  I  am  |»eraonallT  coneemed,  the 
hisses  that  met  the  amendment  offereil  by  myself  are  very  well  taken  by 
me.  I  hue  n(»  |>ersonal  interest  in  this,  but  I  want  to  find  out  whether  or 
not  the  represeniatives  of  the  mine  workers  are  acting  in  good  faith.  This 
little  hobby  of  coming  to  the  International  convention  year  after  year  and 
raking  upon  ourselves  n  funrtion  that  has  not  been  delegated  to  us  by  our 
r»mstitutit>n,  ;in«l  that  we  have  no  uH'r'^l  right  to  take  upon  ourselvefi.  ha«, 
in  my  opinion.  aUmt  roarlteti  it<  limit.  If  the  del^^ates  are  in  actual  need 
of  money  ami  will  j^o  bm-k  to  their  lo4*aI  unions  and  report  this  loan  and 
pay  it  back  out  of  their  own  inH'kets.  I  would  like  to  know  what  reason  they 
i-nn  have  for  objecting  to  their  loi-al  unions  (taying  it  back  to  the  »ow* 
from  which  tliey  got  it. 

Von  must  rememlter  there  are  several  delegates  in  this  convention  from 
'listrii-ts  that  are  \jot  ihoroughly  oiganized.  There  are  men  sitting  here 
today  who.  if  this  motion  will  carry,  will  get  the  appropriation  and  their 
hval  unions  uill  never  be  able  to  get  the  money  back  from'  them.  I  know 
t)ie   general   lonrensns  of  opinion   is   tluit   each   delegate  will   go   back  tn  hfe 
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local  and  repay  the  money.  Any  man  who  borrows  money  ought  to  pay  it 
back.  This  convention  has  no  moral  right  to  donate  funds  to  the  delegates 
to  this  convention,  because  when  one  delegate  comes  here  from  a  local  union 
he  is  representing  from  ten  to  five  hundred  men,  and  if  as  an  individual  he 
is  entitled  to  fifteen  dollars  out  of  the  International  treasury,  each  member 
of  his  local  union  is  entitled  to  it.  If  that  individual  is  not  entitled  to  it, 
his  local  union  should  be  required  to  pay  it.  If  that  is  true,  why  not  be 
square  about  the  thing?  If  you  are  going  home  to  report  to  your  local 
union  and  then  take  this  out  of  your  own  pocket,  why  not  let  the  boys  at 
home  pay  it  back  to  the  International  union  f  I  know  of  delegates  from  local 
unions  who,  if  they  received  fifteen  dollars  each  from  this  International  treas- 
ury, will  be  receiving  more  than  their  local  unions  paid  into  it  in  twelve 
months.  If  you  want  to  give  such  a  delegate  fifteen  dollars,  make  his  local 
union  send  it  back  to  the  International.  The  International  needs  the  money 
and  Anil  need  it  worse  than  these  delegates  in  thirty  or  sixty  days  from 
now.    It  is  a  business  proj position ;  it  is  not  a  personal  matter  at  all. 

Delegate  O'Hara — Has  it  been  customary  for  the  delegates  to  pay  back 
to  the  International  Treasurer  for  the  last  ten  years  what  they  received? 

Secretary  Perry — Every  time.  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
With  the  condition  of  the  treasury  and  the  demands  that  will  be  made  upon 
it  for  the  next  two  or  three  months,  I  do  not  believe  we  would  be  justified 
in  taking  out  of  it  the  money  that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  men  who  are 
battling  heriocally  to  perj)etuate  our  organization.  I  believe  the  amount  should 
be  limited  to  the  original  motion,  which  j)rovides  for  ten  dollars,  and  that 
every  delegate  who  receives  it  should  report  to  the  local  union  and  the  Inter- 
national organization'  should  collect  the  ten  dollars  from  every  local  imion 
that  has  a  delegate  here.  I  hope  you  will  appreciate  not  only  the  condition 
of  the  treasury,  but  give  consideration  to  the  men  who  are  on  strike.  If 
you  take  out  of  the  treasury  fifteen  dollars  each  it  will  mean  $5,000  more 
than  the  original  motion  calls  for,  and  that  is  a  large  sum  when  we  take  into 
«<'on8ideration  the  enormous  expense*  to  which  this  convention  has  been  for 
the  past  two  weeks.  AVe  can  not  anticipate  at  this  time  what  our  financial 
obligations  may  be.  The  future  is  so  uncertain,  there  are  so  many  elements 
that  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  our  better  judgment  tells  us 
we  should  make  no  mistake  at  this  time.  1  ho])e  every  man  who  is  out  of 
/unds  will  try  to  get  along  Avith  ten  dollars. 

Delegate  Green,  District  6 — -Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  conven- 
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tioii :  There  comes  a  time  when  we  need  to  pause  and  consider  the  conditbo 
of  our  organization. 

Delegate  Branigan — I  arise  to  a  j)oint  of  order.  1  asked  for  the  floor 
some  time  ago,  and  you  have  rooognized  every  officer  who  has  asked  for 
the  floor. 

Vice-President  Hayes — You  shall  have  the  floor  next. 

Delegate  Green — 1  will  be  brief.  There  comes  a  time  when  we  need  to 
move  carefully.  I  believe  that  time  is  here  now.  I  believe  we  can  well  afford 
to  follow  the  precedent  that  has  been  established  in  the  past.  Heretofore  wher 
ten  dollars  or  fifteen  dollars  was  donated  from  the  treasury  it  was  with 
the  provision  that  on  the  return  of  the  delegate  he  or  his  local  union  would 
repay  the  money  advanced.  I  believe  I  am  substantially  right.  The  auditor, 
Mr.  Mossop,  and  Secretary  Perry  informed  me  that  the  local  union  would 
deduct  it  from  the  wages  and  the  expenses  of  the  delegate  and  return  it  to 
the  International. 

Auditor  Mossop — It  was  not  returned,  but  it  would  come  out  of  the  dele 
gate's  wages. 

Delegate  Green — Every  one  of  us  knows  our  International  treasury  is  not 
as  large  as  it  has  been  at  times  in  the  past,  and  in  addition  to  that  is 
carrying  obligations  it  must  meet  in  taking  care  of  men,  women  and  children 
who  are  on  strike.  If  fifteen  dollars  apiece  is  voted  out  of  the  International 
treasury  now  to  the  delegates,  it  will  mean  a  lump  sum  of  $15,000,  estimating 
that  there  are  1,000  delegates  here.  We  have  already  paid  the  delegations  in 
transportation  $20,000.  This  would  make  a  total  of  $35,000  paid  them.  There 
arc  a  lot  of  coal  operators  and*  enemies  of  our  organization  who  would  like 
to  see  us  vote  all  our  treasury  away.  My  friends,  we  are  probably  facing 
a  crisis.  We  must  negotiate  a  contract,  and  Ihe  sinews  of  war  are  needed.  1 
believe  the  delegates  should  have  advanced  to  them  this  money,  but  it  should 
be  as  the  amendment  provides,  that  when  they  go  back  to  their  local  unions 
it  will  be  deducted  from  their  total  account  and  sent  back  to  the  International 
organization  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  protecting  our  interests. 

Delegate  Brannigan,  District  6 — I  move  you  that  we  table  the  amendment 
offered  by  Delegate  Edmunds.     (Seconded,  but  not  carried.) 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Edmunds  was  carried  and  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Delegate  O^Hara  was  adopted  as  amended. 

The  original  motion  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — I  move  tliat  the  International  Secrctarr 
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he  iustriicted  inunediatcly  on  receipt  by  the  delegate  of  the  $15  to  notify  the 
local  to  that  effect.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Crone,  District  No.  13 — I  would  like  to  amend  by  adding  that  any 
local  union  failing  to  refund  the  amount  within  the  specified  time  be  fined 
double  the  amount. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  carried. 

Secretary  Perry — I  will  have  to  request  the  district  secretaries  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  this  matter.  I  suggest  that  every  delegate  who  wishes 
this  donation  or  loan  hand  his  name  to  his  district  secretary  tonight,  and  we 
will  make  out  checks  for  each  district  secretary. 

Auditor  Mossop — The  district  secretaries  will  turn  over  the  list  of  delegates 
entitled  to  this  donation  to  the  Transportation  Committee  as  early  as  possible. 

At  5  o'clock  the  coiiventiop  was  adjourned,  under  the  rules,  to  reconvene 
;it  I)  o'clock  a.  in.,  Friday,  February  2. 

Delegate  Edward  Thompson,  Local  171,  District  25,  desired  to  be  recorded 
as  voting  against  the  policy  laid  down  by  the  convention. 

Delegate  Helm,  I^ocal  298,  District  25,  desired  to  be  recorded  as  voting 
in  the  same  manner. 


THIRTEENTH  DAY-MORNINa  SESSION 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9  a.  m.,  Friday,  February  2d,  Presi- 
lient  White  in  the  chair. 

President  White — The  chair  desires  to  state  that  yesterday  afternoon,  in 
speaking  on  tho  question  before  the  house,  he  stated  that  Delegate  Lawson, 
of  District  15,  was  chairman  of  the  Grievance  Committee  of  a  previous  con- 
\ention.  His  statement  was  questioned  by  Delegate  Flyzik  and  also  by  Dele- 
j/ate  Lawson.  The  chair  wants  to  be  big  enough  and  courteous  enough  to 
friend  and  foe  to  acknowledge  it  when  he  is  in  error;  but  the  records  show 
that  Delegate  Lawson  did  sign  the  committee's  report  and  was  a  member 
of  the  committee.  I  say  this  in  a  spirit  of  fairness,  and  have  no  desire 
lo  leave  a  false  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  delegates. 

The  only  reason  the  chair  refers  to  this  matter  is  that  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  was  questioned  because  he  happened 
to  be  an  officer  of  the  district  a  grievance  emanated  from.  The  grievance  that 
was  considered  by  the  committee  in  this  convention  did  not  happen  under 
the  present  administration,  and  therefore  the  chair  had  no  knowledge  of 
it  whatever.     In  appointing  Delegate  Lawrence  of  District  12  as  a  member 
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of  the  coiniuittce,  f  had  no  knowledge  of  the  case,  and  a  letter  of  BroUier 
RodgerH  himself  will  prove  that  I  at  uo  time  knew  he  had  a  grieTance  before 
this  convention^  or  that  the  Illinois  district  was  going  to  appeal  from  tbe 
action  of  the  previous  board. 

The  point  I  wanted  t^^  make  was  that  I  violated  no  precedent  in  patting 
Delegate  Lawrence  on  the  committee.  I  had  no  knowledge  that  he  was  inter- 
ested in  any  grievances;  but  in  support  of  my  position  in  appointing  him 
on  that  committee  I  cited  a  cas<>  in  [K)int^  and  in  referring  to  the  incident 
affecting  Kobert  MacBirnie,  the  ilisposition  of  grievances,  etc,,  I  stated  that 
Delegate  Lawsou  had  l>een  chairman  of  the  <*ommittee  on  Appeals  and  Griev- 
ances in  a  former  convention.  The  records  show  that  he  was  not  chairman 
of  that  committee,  but  that  he  was  a  memlx-r  of  it.  I  want  to  make  that 
clear  so  the  records  will  be  straightened  out.  When  Delegate  Flysik  called 
my  attention  to  it  yesterday  he  stated  that  Brother  Lawson  was  not  on  the 
stage  when  the  report  was  read.  He  was  on  the  stage  in  Tomlinson  Hall  and 
spoke,  1  thought,  for  the  chairman.  In  looking  up  the  records  in  the  case, 
1  find  he  stated  that  while  the  chairman  was  looking  up  the  law  he  would 
answer  the  questions.  1  hope  1  will  always  l)e  big  enough  to  straighten  out 
a  mistake,   whether  it   is  for  or  against   me. 

Delegate  Rodgers  (.1.  ,1.),  District  11 — You  said  there  was  no  record  of 
the  case  I  was  implicated  in.  That  case  was  tried  before  the  International 
Kxecutive  Board  on  the  31st  of  March  last  year,  and  the  lady  who  is  report- 
ing this  convention  took  the  minutes  of  that  board  meeting. 

l*resident  White — The  chair  desires  to  say  that  no  records  were  left  ik 
bis  office  to  say  that  anything  happenerl  in  any  year  previous  to  this,  1 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  case,  jis  I  stated. 

Delegate  Kennedy,  District  No.  7 — I  was  informed  last  evening  that 
some  days  ago  a  statement  appeared  in  an  Indianapolis  pap^r  in  which  1 
was  quoted  as  saying  that  John  II.  Walker  was  opposed  to  the  demands  of 
the  anthracite  mine  workers.  I  desire,  in  fairness  to  Brother  Walker,  my- 
self and  the  anthracite  men,  that  J  deny  that  statement  as  misleading  and 
calculated  to  put  the  anthracite  miners  in  bad.  The  Scale  Committee  and 
Brother  Walker  did  just  as  we  suggested  with  the  anthracite  demands. 
They  approved  of  them  in  their  entirety.  That  is  all  we  wanted  and  aU  we 
suggested.     I  want  this  matter  made  clear  in  the  convention. 

Delogat*'  Lowis  (T.  L.),  IMstrict  6 — 1  desire  to  say  for  the  benefit  of 
fliis  convention  that  every  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board  is 
the  custodian  of  his  own  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board.     I  want  to 
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say  in  addition  tliat  when  I  took  charge  of  the  affairs  of  tlie  International 
union  there  were  no  board  minutes  there,  but  there  was  in  the  Secretary's 
office^  from  which  we  got  copies  and  from  which  you  could  have  got  copies 
if  you  wanted  them. 

President  White — The  chair  desires  to  state  that  dufing  his  incumbency 
of  the  office  of  Vice-President  he  knows  personally,  to  his  own  knowledge, 
that  there  were  typewritten  records  of  the  International  board  left  in  the 
President's  office,  and  that  frequently  the  President,  in  support  of  his  posi- 
tion, vacated  the  chair  and  brought  those  records  in  to  establish  the  fact 
that  he  was  following  precedent.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  Brother  Bodgers' 
case  whatever,  and  I  want  to  say  here  and  now,  without  fear  of  successful 
contradiction,  that  there  is  not  a  single  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  meetings 
of  any  administration  of  any  International  President  outside  of  the  ones  that 
have  been  prepared  during  the  present  year. 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.),  District  6 — I  am  not  going  to  get  into  any 
personal  controversy,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  there  have  been  many  attempts 
made  to  bring  up  a  controversy;  and  I  want  to  say  with  just  as  much  emphasis 
that  any  records  I  took  from  the  International  office  I  took  there,  of  the 
board  minutes,  and  every  International  board  member  had  the  same  records 
if  he  wanted  to  keep  them.  There  were  operators  in  this  country  previous 
to  my  retirement  who  threatened  to  take  me  into  the  civil  courts  because 
I  carried  out  the  in.structiona  of  the  board.  T  did  the  same  as  my  predecessor 
had  done,  and  the  minutes  that  were  lianded  to  me  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Secretary  I  kept  in  order  that  I  could  protect  myself,  not  only  from 
the  operators,  but  from  a  lot  of  other  men  I  have  no  desire  to  name  in 
this  convention. 

President  White — The  chair  does  not  desire  to  indict  Ex-President  Lewis 
for  the  absence  of  records  from  that  office,  if  Delegate  Lewis  desires  to  state 
he  took  such  records  for  his  own  j»rotection  or  personal  welfare.  I  did  not 
state  that  Ex-President  Lewis  took  the  records  from  the  International  office. 
I  stated  in  response  to  a  question  from  Delegate  Rodgers  that  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  case  in  riuestion.  He  cites  the  fact  that  the  lady  who  is 
now  making  a  stenographic  report  of  this  convention  took  the  records  of 
an  Executive  Board  meeting,  implying  that  I  had  knowledge  of  a  controversy 
between  himself  and  the  officers  of  the  Illinois  district.  I  think  if  Delegate 
Bodgers  will  refresh  his  memory  lip  will  say  that  he  wrote  to  me  a  few 
days  before  the  convention  wanting  to  know  when  his  case  will  be  taken  up. 
Up  to  that  time  and  until   this  convention   convened,  I  did   not  know  there 
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WHS  a  grievance  Iiere  that  involved  Delegate  Rodgers.  He  said  in  that  com 
munication  he  did  not  expect  to  be  a  delegate  to  this  convention.  After  be 
came  here  he  called  me  to  the  right  wing  of  the  stage  to  talk  to  me  of  tk 
matter  and  said  he  was  not  a  delegate. 

Delegate  Rodgers — I  was  waiting  for  my  credentials. 

President  White — I  sent  you  to  Delegate  Walker,  the  president  of  the 
Illinois  district.  T  have  never  appeared  before  any  of  the  committees  that 
liave  been  appointed;  I  never  at  any  time  sought  to  influence  them  in  any 
respect,  and,  so  far  as  the  records  are  concerned,  I  made  no  references  to  Ex- 
President  Lewis,  and  I  say  if  John  Mitchell  took  the  records  away  for  the 
years  during  which  he  presided  over  this  organization,  he  did  a  rank  injustice 
to  his  Fuccessor.  The  records  of  that  office  belong  to  the  mine  workers,  and 
if  ever  the  time  comes  that  an  official  may  become  involved  in  the  courts 
of  this  «!Ountry,  1  am  satisfied  that  this  organization  is  big  enough  to  let 
the  records  be  used  in  defense  of  any  official  who  may  get  into  trouble. 

Delegate  Lewis — I  would  like  to  ask  the  President  a  question,  with  hi? 
permission.  Is  it  true  that  when  I  called  your  attention  to  a  newspaper 
report  throwing  out  insinuations  in  regard  to  the  records,  I  wrote  you  a  letter 
saying  T  would  l>e  glad  to  furnish  you  any  information  I  had,  or  if  there 
was  any  record  T  had  that  belonged  to  the  office,  if  you  would  write  and  let 
me  know  what  it  was  I  would  furnish  it  to  you! 

Delegate  Walker,  District  12 — I  want  to  make  this  observation:  Ex- 
President  Mitchell  has  been  in  this  convention  on  numerous  occasions  when 
this  matter  was  referred  to  directly  and  indirectly,  and  that  would  have  been 
a  good  time  to  charge  him  with  stealing  the  records.  I  think  you  ought  to 
wait  until  he  is  here  before  you  make  that  statement  or  convey  that  sort 
of  impression  in   making  statements  to   this  convention. 

President  White — It  is  true  that  Delegate  Lewis  wrote  me  a  letter  c»^- 
cerning  the  records  of  that  office,  but  it  needs  an  explanation.  I  have  the 
letter  here. 

Delegate   Lewis — Will   you   read   it? 

President  White — There  is  no  question  that  you  wrote  me  the  letter,  but 
here  is  what  transf>ired:  When  this  matter  was  discussed  in  the  executi've 
board — about  the  records  of  the  President's  office — somebody  in  the  lobby 
or  in  the  corridor  of  the  State  Life  building,  it  seems,  conveyed  that  informa- 
tion to  the  newspapers.  Former  President  Lewis  wrote  me  a  letter,  but  before 
T  got  that  letter  opened  and  before  I  read  it  he  had  a  copy  of  it  sent  to 
the  Indianapolis  press  and  published.     You  did  not  give  me  the  courtesy  of 
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replying  to  your  coniinuiiication,  but  sent  it  to  the  press  of  Indianapolis,  and 
1  have  a  copy  of  it  here. 

Delegate  Lewis — That  is  correct.  It  was  sent  to  the  Indianapolis  press 
because  it  was  in  the  Indianapolis  press  this  alleged  interview  came  from 
somebody  connected  with  your  office,  trying  to  reflect  on  my  integrity. 

President  White — The  question  does  not  bear  on  the  President's  position, 
because  I  have  the  interview  from  the  reporters  of  the  Indianapolis  papers,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  President  White  refused  to  discuss  the  question  in 
any  way,  shape  or  form,  and  the  board  had  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  President  should  take  it  up  with  former  President  Lewis.  Before  I 
could  do  that  a  reporter  walked  into  my  office  in  the  morning  and  said ;  ' '  Have 
you  a  letter  from  Tom  Lewis f  I  said:  **That  is  my  business.''  He  said: 
'*What  about  those  records?"  T  said:  *'I  refuse  to  discuss  that  question;  I 
don't  think  it  belongs  to  the  public  to  discuss.'*  He  said:  "I  have  a  copy  of 
the  letter  you  have,''  and  it  appeared  in  the  Indianapolis  papers  that  day. 

Delegate  Lewis — By  my  request. 

Pre^sident  White — Then  I  want  to  know  where  there  is  any  official  courtesy 
ill  connection  with  the  proposition. 

Delegate  Lewis — According  to  your  statement,  some  one  in  the  halls  of 
tlie  State  Life  building  seemed  to  convey  that  information  to  the  newspapers. 

President  White — But  that  «iid  not  justify  you  in  saying  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  organization  was  responsible  for  that  which  might  have  happened. 

Delegate  Lewis — And  he  has  not  done  it. 

President  White — You  stated  iji  the  communication  to  me  that  I  was 
responsible  for  the  news  that  went  out  of  my  office. 

REPORT   OF  POLICY   COMMITTEE. 

Delegate  Walker,  chairman  of  the  Scale  Committee,  reported  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates — I  want  to  point  out  before  I  read  the 
report  of  the  committee  that,  while  I  have  no  knowledge  directly  of  what 
occurred  up  to  1899,  I  have  been,  I  think,  in  every  interstate  joint  con- 
ference of  our  organization  from  that  time  up  to  the  present;  and  this  is  the 
first  time  the  question  of  policy  has  been  considered  by  a  convention  prior 
to  the  time  negotiations  were  broken  off  and  all  hope  of  reaching  an  agree- 
ment had  been  finally  given  up.     The  following  is  our  report: 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  February  2,  1012. 
We,  your  Committee  on  Policy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of 
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determining  the  coujHe  to  be  pursued   in   securing  wage  agreements,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report. 

Whereas,  Wc  believe  the  method  of  negotiating  wage  contracts  for  some 
years  past  has  been  entirely  too  expensive  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large 
delegation  has  been  kept  waiting  for  days  and  sometimes  weeks,  for  the 
Scale  Committee  to  report;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  action  of  our  Scale  Committee  in 
agreeing  to  continue  negotiations  looking  to  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
our  wage  scale  differences;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Scale  Committee  have  authority  to  negotiate  a 
wage  agreement  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  they  must  submit  the 
result  of  their  final  negotiations  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the  membership, 
with  such  recommendations  as  they  deem  advisable,  or  to  a  reconvened  cod 
vcntion,  as  they  believe  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  may  require.  It  is 
hereby  understood  that  before  any  agreement  can  be  finally  agreed  to,  it 
must  receive  the  majority  vote  of  the  membership  participating  in  a  refer 
endum  election  or  the  approval  of  the  reconvened  convention. 

In  the  event  of  your  Scale  Committee  being  unable  to  negotiate  a  sat 
isfactory  settlement  with  the  operators,  that  they  be  empowered  to  formulate 
a  policy,  provided  this  convention  is  not  reconvened,  subject  to  a  referen 
dum  vote  of  the  membership,  to  govern  the  organization  in  securing  satis 
factory  wage  agreements  in  all  district. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  before  any  agreement  is  submitted  or  policy 
outlined  that  the  various  districts  shall  select  oflScial  representatives  to  act 
with  the  Scale  Committee  in  deciding  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

JOHN    H.    WALKER, 
W.  D.  VAN  HORN, 
.lOHN  MOORE. 
JOHN   FAHY, 
JAS.    D.    HOLDEN, 
THOS.    KENNEDY, 
ADAM    RY8CAVAGE, 
PATRICK  GILDAY, 
FRANCIS  FEEHAN, 
T.   W.  RUSSELL, 
W.  H.  RODGERS, 
ALEX  HOWAT, 
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JOHN  B.  LAWSON, 
CLEM  8TUBBS, 
JOHN  P.  BOWDBN, 
J.  B.  KENNAMBB, 
P.  B.  STBWABT, 
THOS.  GIBSON, 
EOBBBT  M.  BOLL, 
JOS.  SMITH, 
JAS.  MOONEY, 
KENT  POSTEB, 
HBNBY  DBENNAN, 
JAS.  PETTIGBEW, 
JOHN  P.  WHITE,       • 
FBANK  J.  HAYES, 
EDWIN  PEBBY. 

Scale  Committee. 
Delegate  WaJkcr — 1  move  you  that  the  report  be  adopted.     (Seconded 
d    carried.) 

ECTION  OF  DELEGATES  TO  THE  WOBLD^S  MINING  CONGBBSS. 

President  White — I  want  to  get  this  matter  correct.  I  understand 
'=>ci  the  action  we  have  taken  here  in  adopting  our  constitution  that  it 

require  this  convention  to  select  delegates  to  the  World's  Mining  Con- 
^^  for  this  year  and  next  year;  and  that  a  like  action  be  taken  in  regard 
^^^aternal  delegates  to  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners.  This  is  due 
^^e  fact  that,  in  harmony  with  your  constitutional  amendment,  there 

be  no  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  the  coming  year,  which 

make  it  necessary  to  select  two  delegates  to  the  World's  Congress  of 
^ng  for  the  year  1912,  and  two  alternates;  and  to  select  two  delegates 
'^he  year  1913,  to  the  World's  Mining  Congress,  and  two  alternates;  and 
'"  similar  action  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  fraternal  delegates  to  the 
^^ern  Federation  of  Miners. 

^n  selecting  these  delegates  the  usual  custom  has  been  that  nominations 

^^^c^ade  for  each  delegate,  and  when  all  the  nominations  are  in  we  proceed 

^^te;  then  nominations  are  made  for  the  second  delegate.    That  has  been 

ptocedure,  if  I  remember  correctly.    Are  you  ready  to  proceed  with  this 

^^f     r  want  to  ask  the  Committee  on  Constitution  if  my  interptetation 

"^lie  amended  constitution  is  correct. 
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Delegate  Farrii^ftiin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constittttioi- 
Yes. 

Secretary  Perry — My  attention  is  called  to  complaints  made  by  ac?€nl 
<loIegates  in  reference  to  the  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  made  bf 
Mr.  Lowry.  I  am  in  no  way  responsible  for  this  work.  During  the  earlier 
<lnys  of  the  convention  I  read  a  notice  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Lowery.  Tfe* 
gentleman  is  located  in  the  State  Life  building,  in  the  Journal  office,  I  bcli«vf- 
Any  one  %vlio  has  given  him  an  order  for  the  condensed  reports  he  has  been 
Ainiisliing  can  go  there  and  file  their  complaints,  not  indiscriminately  chup 
mo  with  any  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

A  Delegate — A  number  of  us  went  to  the  Journal  office  and  could  n^ 
Hnd  liini.  His  card  stated  that  we  would  be  furnished  with  a  final  eondenstJ 
io]K)rt  of  the  proceedings. 

Secretary  Perry — I  am  not  responsible  for  anything  stated  on  the  card 

President  White — The  next  order  is  the  selection  of  delegates. 

Delegate  Kennedy,  District  No.  7 — I  move  you  that  in  the  selection  of 
<lelegates  for  the  Mining  Congress  and  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners 
we   have  no  nominating  speeches. 

President  White — A  motion  is  not  necessary.  Nominating  speeches 
are  not  in  order  in  our  convention.  The  chair  desires  to  state  that  it  wiD 
be  in  order  for  the  convention  to  adopt  a  motion  stating  how  and  in  what 
manner  these  delegates  will  be  elected. 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12 — I  move  that  nominations  be  mtde 
for  one  delegate;  that  we  elect  one  at  a  time,  and  that  no  delegate  be  de^ 
flared  elected  until  he  receives  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  lleflPerly,  District  12 — I  don^t  think  it  is  proper  for  Delegate 
Walker  to  get  the  floor  without  being  recognized. 

President  White — I  recognized  Delegate  Walker.  I  don't  think  any  dek^ 
j^ate  can  go  away  from  this  convention  and  say  there  has  not  been  tbf 
widest  latitude  in  allowing  delegates  to  express  themselves.  The  chair  •*» 
thnt  some  instructions  he  given  by  the  convention  as  to  how  the  delegit** 
would  he  selected.  Delegates  were  arising  to  make  nominations.  Ddegtte 
Walker  was  recognized  and  oflfered  the  motion.  Delegate  Hefferly  ha?  the 
floor  if  he  desires  it. 

Delegate  Hefferly — 1  liave  nothing  to  say  now.  I  wanted  the  floor  ia 
njy  turn,  and  I  think  I  sliould  have  been  given  the  floor  before  Delegate 
Walker,  because  he  was  not  recognized. 

President  White — The  chair  recognized  Delegate  Walker. 
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Delegate  Dovvnic,  District  12 — I  move  that  delegates  to  both  bodies  nieii- 
iioned  for  1913  be  put  on  the  International  ballot  next  year. 

President  White — The  motion  is  not  in  order.  The  constitution  provides 
how  they  shall  be  elected. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Walker  was  carried. 

The  followinij  nominations  were  made  for  the  first  election  of  delegate 
to  the  International  Mining  Congress  for  1912:  A.  F.  Germer,  District  No. 
12;  G.  W.  Lackey,  District  No.  11;  William  Feeney,  District  No.  5;  William 
Qreen,  District  No.  6;  .John  H.  Walker,  District  No.  12;  John  Moore,  Dis- 
trict No.  6;  John  P.  White,  District  No.  13;  George  Manual,  District  No.  25; 
Frank  Farrington,  District  No.  12;  Francis  Feehan,  District  No.  5;  W.  D. 
Van  Horn,  District  No.  11;  Fred  Holt,  District  No.  21;  Duncan  McDonald, 
District  No.  12;  Thomas  Kennedy,  District  No.  7;  Robert  M.  Roll,  District 
No.  23;  Frank  J.  Hayes,  District  No.  12;  Martin  J.  Flyzik,  District  No.  10; 
T.  L.  Lewis,  District  No.  10;  E.  S.  McCullough,  District  No.  5;  Patrick 
Gildea,  District  No.  2;  Alex  Susnar,  District  No.  5;  Charles  Albasin,  Dis- 
trict No.  6;  W.  H.  Rodgers,  District  No.  13;  James  Mooney,  District  No.  25; 
Edwin  Perry,  District  No.  13,  and  Joe  Bosley,  District  No.  11. 

Delegate  Mooney,  District  25 — Are  these  all  the  nominations  for  delegates 
to  the  Mining  Congress? 

President  White — ^No.  Nominations  can  be  made  again  for  the  second, 
third  and  fourth  delegates. 

A  motion  was  made  to  close  nominations. 

President  White — That  motion  is  not  in  ordor.  As  long  as  anybody  desires 
to  run  we  are  going  to  allow  him  to  be  nominated.  If  there  are  no  further 
nominations,  nominations  are  closed.  Those  desiring  to  decline  the  nomination 
can  do  so  as  the  Secretary  calls  the  names. 

Secretary  Perry  called  the  list  of  names. 

Delegate  Lewis — I  want  to  thank  the  delegates  for  every  courtesy  shown 
during  all  of  my  official  career,  and  now  for  placing  my  name  in  nomination, 
and  I  withdraw. 

Delegate  Moore,  District  0 — Delegate  McCullough  wishes  his  name  with- 
drawn. He  has  a  had  cold  and  can  not  talk,  so  he  has  asked  me  to  withdraw 
his  name. 

In  withdrawing  his  name,  Delegate  Walker,  District  12,  said:  I  have 
been  selected  to  represent  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the  British 
Trades  Union  Congress  next  year,  and  while  there  is  no  other  organization  I 
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would  rather  represent  than  our  own,  1  feel  I  have  all  the  honors  I  an 
entitled  to  iu  this  respect,  knd  respectfully  withdraw  mj  name. 

When  Delegate  McDonald,  of  District  12,  was  called.  Delegate  Walker 
said:  I  think  Secretary  McDonald  is  absent  from  the  ball.  K  he  is  not 
here  he  is  attending  to  some  financial  business  in  the  International  oiBce,  and 
while  I  do  not  like  to  assume  authority  for  his  withdrawal,  I  believe  if  Iw 
were  here  he  would  withdraw  his  name  at  this  time. 

President  White — That  is  a  matter  only  Delegate  McDonald  can  answer  for. 

Delegate  Walker — I  want  to  assume  responsibility  for  withdrawing  Dimcan 
McDonald's  name  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Brown — I  assume  responsibility  for  withdrawing  Patrick  Gildca's 
name. 

Secretary  Perry  continued  with  the  list  of  nominees,  and  all  withdrew 
except  A.  F.  Germer,  G.  W.  Lackey  and  Francis  Feehan. 

Secretary  Perry  selected  as  Tellers  to  assist  in  counting  the  vote. 
Delegate  Jarrard,  District  No.  12;  Delegate  Haggerty,  District  No.  2; 
Delegate  Manual,  District  No.  25;  Delegate  Hughes,  Diatriet  No.  6;  Dele- 
gate Kastner,  District  No.  11,  and  a  delegate  whose  name  was  not  learned 
to  make  the  count  in  the  gallery. 

The  first  nominee  on  the  list  was  called  and  delegates  arose  who  wished 
to  vote  for  him. 

A  delegate  inquired  if  the  second  highest  on  the  first  ballot  should  become 
a  I'andidate  on  the  next  ballot,  who  would  be  the  alternate. 

President  White — If  the  alternate  under  that  rule  is  elected,  if  he  is 
selected  as  the  principal,  the  next  highest  numl>er  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy 
would  be  the  alternate. 

A  question  arose  as  to  delegates  voting  for  two  candidates. 

President  White — I  do  not  seo  liow  any  one  can  become  confused.  You 
liave  one  vote.    Is  there  objection  to  tlie  vote  being  taken  from  the  start  again? 

A  number  of  delegates  answered  in  the  affirmative,  others  answered  in 
tho  negative. 

President  White — The  chair  has  no  authority  to  order  the  vote  taken  again. 

Delegate  Evans  (E.) — Is  a  motion  in  order? 

President  White — There  is  confusion  in  the  minds  of  the  delegates.  Some 
claim  they  thought  they  had  a  right  to  vote  for  two  delegates  on  this  ballot 
How  they  got  that  idea  I  do  not  know. 

Delegate  Evans — I  understood  the  chair  to  state  that  he  had  no  aathoritt 
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to  decide.     Will  you  eutertaiu  a  motion  f     I  move  you  that  we  start  on  the 
first  ballot  again.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Lewis  (T.  L.) — 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  A  vote  on  one 
eandidate  has  been  taken,  and  the  delegates  themselves  are  responsible  if 
they  don't  know  who  they  are  voting  for. 

President  White — The  point  is  well  taken.  The  vote  will  occur  on  Dele- 
gate Lackey. 

After  a  count  had  been  made,  Secretary  Perry  announced  that  a  total 
of  813  votes  had  been  cast,  of  which  A.  F.  Germer  received  441;  G.  W. 
Lackey  227,  and  Francis  Feehan  145. 

President  White — The  result  shows  that  Adolp'h  Germer  has  received 
a  majority  of  all  votes  cast,  and  is  declared  elected  to  the  World's  Mining 
Congress.  G.  W.  Lackey  having  received  the  next  highest  number  will  be 
the  alternate  on  this  ballot. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  for  the  second  election  of  dele 
gates  to  the  International  Mining  Congress  for  1912:  G.  W.  Lackey,  Dis 
trict  No.  11;  Robert  Harlin,  District  No.  10;  Edwin  Perry,  District  No.  13 
Frank  Farrington,  District  No.  12;  John  Moore,  District  No.  6;  Duncan  Mc 
Donald,  District  No.  12;  Thomas  Gibson,  District  No.  22;  Alex  Jones,  Dis 
trict  No.  11;  Francis  Feehan,  District  No.  5;  John  P.  White,  District  No.  13 
William  Green,  District  No.  6;  John  H.  Walker,  District  No.  12;  Frank  J. 
Hayes,  District  No.  12;  Frank  Cameron,  District  No.  13;  P.  R.  Stewart, 
District  No.  21;  Alex  Susnar,  District  No.  5;  T.  L.  Lewis,  District  No.  6 
Alex  Howat,  District  No.  14;  Frank  Hefferly,  District  No.  12;  E.  S.  Mc 
Cullough,  District  No.  5;  Thomas  W.  Russell,  District  No.  10;  James  BuUis 
Thomas  Haggerty,  District  No.  2;  Ora  Kastner,  District  No.  11;  John  W. 
Jarrard,  District  No.  12;  Joseph  Smith,  District  No.  24;  Robert  Gilmour, 
District  No.  14,  and  D.  McCune,  District  No.  2. 

Secretary  Perry  called  the  list  of  nominees  and  all  the  names  were 
withdrawn  except  those  of  G.  W.  Lackey,  Francis  Feehan  and  Ora  Kastner. 

The  same  Tellers  acted  and  Secretary  Perry  announced  the  result  of 
the  ballot  as  follows: 

Total  number  of  votes  cast,  768.  Of  those  Delegate  T/ackey  received 
616;  Delegate  Feehan,  148,  and  Delegate  Kastner,  4. 

President  White — The  result  of  the  second  election  shows  that  Delegate 
Lackey,  having  received  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast,  is  declared  the  second 
elected  delegate  for  the  present  year  to  the  World's  Mining  Congress  and 
Francis  Feehan  is  the  alternate. 
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The  fullowing  noniiuatious  were  made  for  the  first  election  of  del^atc 
to  the  World's  Mining  Congress  for  1913:  E.  S.  MeCnlloagh,  District  No.  5; 
John  Moore,  District  No.  6;  Francis  Feehan,  District  No.  5;  Frank  Farring- 
ton,  District  No.  12;  P.  R.  Stewart,  District  No.  21;  W.  D.  Van  Horn,  Dii- 
trict  No.  11;  Charles  Fox,  District  No.  11;  John  H.  Walker,  District  No.  12; 
Patrick  Gilday,  District  No.  2;  Ralph  Neylon,  District  No.  5;  John  Gsy. 
.District  No.  13;  George  Manual,  District  No.  25;  George  Turner,  Distriet 
No.  25;  George  Helmer,  District  No.  12;  Thomas  Thurman,  District  No.  6: 
Duncan  McDonald,  District  No.  12,  and  C.  C.  Webster,  District  No.  11. 

Secretary  Perry  called  the  list  of  nominees  and  all  withdrew  except 
John  Moore,  District  No.  6,  who  was  declared  elected  by  acclamation. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  for  the  second  election  of  dele- 
gate to  the  World's  Mining  Congress  for  1913:  Francis  Feehan,  District 
No.  5;  Frank  Farrington,  District  No.  12;  Duncan  McDonald,  Distriet  No. 
12;  P.  R.  Stewart,  District  No.  21;  Frank  Cameron,  District  No.  13;  William 
Green,  District  No.  6;  T.  L.  Lewis,  District  No.  6;  E.  S.  McCullough,  Distriet 
No.  5;  John  W.  Jarrard,  District  No.  12;  Edwin  Perry,  District  No.  13; 
Frank  Hefferly,  District  No.  12;  Charles  Boland,  District  No.  12;  Alex 
Howat,  District  No.  14;  J.  D.  Holden,  District  No.  8;  A.  F.  Germer,  District 
So.  12;  C.  C.  Boner;  Frank  J.  Hayes,  District  No.  12,  and  Robert  Gilmour, 
District  No.  14. 

Secretary  Perry  called  the  list  of  nominees  and  all  withdrew  except 
Duncan  McDonald,  Frank  Farrington  and  P.  L.  Stewart. 

The  Tellers  counted  the  vote  and  Secretary  Perry  announced  that  t 
total  of  671  votes  had  been  cast,  of  which  Duncan  McDonald  received  379: 
Frank  Farrington,  114  and  P.  R.  Stewart,  178. 

President  White — Duncan  McDonald  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
votes  cast,  is  hereby  declared  elected  delegate  to  the  World's  Mining  Con 
gress.    P.  R.  Stewart  having  received  the  next  highest  will  be  the  alternate 

ELECTION  OF  FRATERNAL  DELEGATES  TO  THE  WESTERN  FEDER- 
ATION OF  MINERS. 
The  following  nominations  were  made  for  the  first  election  of  delate 
to  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  for  1912:  Frank  Cameron,  District 
Xo.  13;  Thomas  Kennedy,  District  No.  7;  William  Diamond,  District  No.  24; 
Thomas  Gibson,  District  No.  22;  Harry  Conners,  District  No.  21;  Patrick 
Hart,  District  No.  12;  Thomas  Hughes,  District  No.  6;  T.  L.  Lewis,  Dia 
trict   No.   6;    Groee   Lawrence,  District   No.   12;   Henry   Drennan,  District 
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No.  27;  David  Eobb,  District  No.  11;  William  Green,  District  No.  6;  Charles 
Fox,  District  No.  11;  Robert  M.  Roll,  District  No.  23;  W.  D.  Van  Horn,  Dis- 
trict No.  11;  Ftank  J.  Hayes,  District  No.  12;  Charles  Albasin,  District 
No.  6;  John  P.  White,  District  No.  13;  Adolph  F.  Germer,  District  No.  12; 
Fred  Holt,  District  No.  21;  John  Zelenka,  District  No.  6;  Harry  Connors, 
District  No.  8,  and  C.  C.  Webster,  District  No.  11. 

Secretary  Perry  called  the  list  of  nominees  and  all  withdrew  except 
I'Tank  Cameron,  Thomas  Kennedy,  William  Diamond,  Harry  Conners  <Di8- 
trict  No.  21),  Thomas  Hughes,  Robert  M.  Roll,  John  Zelenka  and  C.  C. 
Webster. 

After  a  count  by  the  Tellers,  Secretary  Perry  announced  that  a  total 
of  600  votes  had  been  cast  of  which  l^ank  Cameron  received  138;  Thomas 
Kennedy,  125;  William  Diamond,  94;  Harry  Conners,  59;  Thomas  Hughes, 
40;  Robert  M.  Roll,  45;  John  Zelenka,  81,  and  C.  C.  Webster,  18. 

President  White — How  many  are  to  be  discontinued? 

Delegate  Lewis — Inasmuch  as  they  have  rfn  opportunity  to  be  nominated 
again,  I  move  that  all  but  the  two  highest  drop  out  from  this  vote.  (Sec- 
onded and  carried.) 

After  a  count  of  the  second  election  Secretary  Perry  announced  that 
a  total  of  697  votes  had  been  cast  of  which  Frank  Cameron  received  472 
and  Thomas  Kennedy  225. 

President  White — In  accordance  with  the  vote  just  announced,  I  de- 
clare Frank  Cameron  the  delegate  elected  to  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners,  and  Thomas  Kennedy  as  his  alternate. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  for  the  second  election  of  dele- 
gate to  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  for  1912:  William  Diamond,  Dis- 
trict N<x  24;  Evan  Evans,  District  No.  12;  Joe  Bosley,  District  No.  11;  Miles 
Dougherty,  District  No.  9;  Thomas  Kennedy,  District  No.  7;  Charles  Al- 
basin, District  No.  6;  A.  G.  Morgan,  District  No.  22;  John  Zelenka,  Dis- 
trict No.  6;  Thomas  Gibson,  District  No.  22;  Tobe  Roberts,  District  No.  11; 
Patrick  Hart,  District  No.  12;  James  Lord,  District  No.  12;  Alex  Howat, 
District  No.  14;  William  McKay,  District  No.  5;  G.  H.  Edmunds,  District 
No.  13;  Charles  P.  Gildea,  District  No.  22;  John  Shadowen,  District  No.  12; 
Thomas  Hughes,  District  No.  6;  David  Robb,  District  No.  11;  Harry  Conners, 
District  No.  21;  James  Mooney.  District  No.  25,  and  James  Flood,  District 
No.  5. 

Secretary  Perry  en  lied  the   list  of  nominees  and  all  withdrew  except 
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William  Diamond.  Joseph  Bosley,  Miles  Dongliertj,  Cbaiies  AlbaaiB,  Jaaa 
Lord,  C.  P.  Gildea,  David  Kobb  and  Harry  Connera. 

After  a  count  had  been  made.  Secretary  Perry  aanoiuiced  that  634 
votes  had  been  cast  of  whi«*h  William  Diamond  received  232;  Joeepli  Boslej. 
t;  Miles  Dougherty.  lt>:  Charles  Albasin,  67;  James  Lord,  155;  C.  P.  Gildea. 
154;  David  Robb,  3".  and  Harry  Conners,  30. 

Presiuent  Whitt. — Following  the  rule  t^t  was  applied  in  the  last  ease. 
if  there  ^re  no  objections,  it  will  apply  in  this.  The  motion  adopted  is  tkr 
last  ballot  provided  that  all  candidates  except  the  two  highest  drop  out. 
Will  that  ifipply  to  thisf  If  there  are  no  objections  that  mle  will  apply. 
Hearing  none,  that  will  be  the  rule. 

After  a  count  had  been  luado  Secretary  Perry  announced  that  a  toUi 
of  655  votes  had  Ihvu  ra^t  uf  which  William  Diamond  received  293  tnd 
James  Lord  362. 

Presiui'Dt  White  anootinced  that  James  Lord  had  been  elected  in  ih^ 
st'cond  ballot  as  delegate  to  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  for  1912  aiKl 
that  William  Diamond  would  be  alternate. 

The  chairman  aunounced  that  the  next  order  would  be  the  fir>t  election 
of  delegate  to  the  Wost*»m  Federation  of  Miners  for  1913. 

Delegate  Wilson  (D.'» — i  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  There  will  be  cf 
convent io!i  of  the  Western  Fetleration  of  Miners  in  1913. 

I^esident  White — If  that  is  true  the  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 

Fraternal  Delegate  Young  of  the  Weetem  Federation  of  Minen— I 
think  there  will  be  no  convention  in  1913.  We  are  going  to  noieet  in  Victor. 
Colorado,  in  1912.    After  that  there  will  be  no  convention  until  1914. 

President  White — That  removes  the  necessity  of  this  convention  se- 
lecting delegates  to  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners  when  we  will  hire 
the  opportunity  of  doing  so  in  the  next  convention  of  the  United  Mine 
Worker?. 

Delegate  Hefferly.  Distr* -t  Xo  12 — I  move  that  the  delegates  to  th* 
World's  Mining  Congress  and  the  delegates  to  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners  ^rho  will  attend  this  year  submit  their  report  to  the  membership 
through  the  columns  of  the  Mine  Workers'  Journal.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

The  colored  delegates  to  the  convention  preaented  the  following  rceo 
Tntion  and  obtained  unanimous  consent  to  its  introdnetioB: 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Fsbmary  2«  1912. 
Vo  :h':  Twe'-ty  third  Acavial  Convention.  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 

Gret*ini::     T'r-re  appeared  in  the  Indiaaapolis  FVeeman.  a  Journal  de- 
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voted  to  the  interests  of  the  colored  citizens  of  this  country,  an  article 
that  is  not  only  misleading,  but  does  the  colored  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion an  injustice. 

The  article  in  question  states  that  a  new  labor  organization  was  launched 
to  be  composed  of  colored  men. 

We,  the  colored  delegates  deny  that  such  a  movement  was  brought 
about  by  us;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  discourage  any  attempts  to  divide  our  forces,  be- 
lieving that  the  interests  of  one  is  the  concern  of  all,  regardless  of  creed, 
color  or  nationality;  and,  ln»  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  our  loyal  support  to  the  organization  in  the 
future  and  assure  this  delegation  that  the  colored  members  can  always  be 
depended  upon  to  assist  in  carrying  the  banner  of  unionism  to  ultimate  vic- 
tory and  we  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  thanks  and  appreciation 
for  the  splendid  recognition  and  courteous  treatment  given  our  race  in  the 
past. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHA8.    ARMSTRONG, 
WILL  M.  PRENTICE, 
PAUL  BERRYMAN. 
Committee  of  Colored  Delegates. 

Delegate  Jarrard,  District  No.  12 — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion.    (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Delegate  Gibson,  District  No.  22,  stated  that  Mr.  Deck,  whose  case  had 
been  under  consideration,  during  the  Thursday  afternoon  session,  and  who 
had  appeared  in  the  convention,  was  without  means  for  transportation  to 
his  home  in  Illinois  or  means  to  pay  his  hotel  bill  in  Indianapolis,  and  moved 
that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  pay  his  transportation  and  hotel  bills 
for  the  time  he  has  been  in  the  city.     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Albasin,  District  No.  6 — I  wish  to  amend  by  inserting  that 
all  delegates  from  local  unions  out  on  strike  be  paid  transportation  and  hotel 
bills  for  the  time  they  have  been  in  the  city. 

President  White — That  would  not  be  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
pending. 

Delegate  Hicks,  District  12 — I  would  like  to  know  how  it  is  Mr.  Deck  is 
at  this  convention  stranded.  He  told  me  about  two  days  before  we  started 
1o  the  convention  that  his  expenses  would  be  paid,  and  T  think  the  parties 
who  promised  to  pay  his  expenses  ought  to  do  it. 
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A  viva  voce  was  takc'n  on  the  motion  offered  by  Delegate  Gibson.  "Ae 
chair  stated  that  he  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  result  of  the  vote  and  a  diviaoi 
was  had.  Secretary  Perry  announced  that  a  total  of  625  votes  had  beei 
(*ountedy  302  in  the  affirmative  and  323  in  the  negative.  Tbe  motion  wte 
declared  lost. 

Delegate  Gibson  asked  permission  to  take  np  a  collection  in  the  fon 
vontion  \o  assist  in  pay?njr  Mr.  Deck's  transportation  to  his  home  and  hi> 
hotel  bills. 

Xo  objection  l»eing  offered  Delegate  Gibson  and  other  delegates  who 
volunteered  to  as«ist  bim  took  up  a  collection  which  amounted  to  $32.60. 

SELECTION  OF  CX)XVENTlOX  CITY. 

IVlogate  Albasin — I  mow  yuu  that  the  next  Int»'mational  convention  I* 
hold  in  the  oity  of  Milwaukee.  Wis. 

President  White — That  will  not  be  in  order  now.  much  as  I  like  Mil- 
^xauket^*.  The  chair  would  ask  before  placing  any  city  in  nomination  how 
and  in  what  manner  you  wish  the  vote  to  be  taken f 

Delegate  Wilson  {V.^ — There  has  been  no  alternate  elected  for  Brother 
.lohn  MiM>re  to  the  International  Mining  V"ongre>'«. 

IVlegate  l^ewis — 1<  a  motion  in  order? 

i*rt*sider.t  White — It  de^>ends  upon  the  motion. 

lVUnr*tt'  Lewis — I  move  you  that  we  vote  for  the  c«-»nvention  in  the  sanit' 
!i!auner  a<  «e  elected  delegates  to  the  World's  Mining  4.'ongrf*si  ami  tb** 
Wtwt.rn   Fc'ieration  of  Miners.     (Seconded  and  .•arried.  ^ 

IVK'iiaro  Albasin — I  annoniiced  the  name  of  the  city  of  Milwaukee  i*^ 
\\'*'uh  to  hoM  our  next  International  convecti«>iK 

l*resident  White — The  chair  desires  to  <tate  thai  wh^n  the  seeietary 
»]le»i  his  attention  some  time  ago  to  the  fact  rhar  he  had  s*>me  c\>rr*»s{»oDdciice. 

•  o  was  not  aware  that  it  was  corresiv>nden.-V  i^r-aining  to  the  qnalificatioB* 
>f  oities  that   desire  to  entertain  yon.     In  •^virte^y  to  tbi>se  who  sent  tbeni. 

•  e  had  better  have  the  communication?  rea«!- 

Stvreiary    P^rry   read    letters   and   t**!»-.:nim<    tr«>n:    th^    foUowing   cities: 

Krx^Ti*    Milwaukee,   a   communL'ation    front    F.    A.   «"annon.   Citizens*   BusiBea? 

Leagu*?.  and   Emil  Seidel,  niayor;   from  B.iffal.>.  X.   Y.,  Louis  P.   FahraiaBO. 

!i.ayor.  and  W.  E.  Robertson,  president  ♦."•amber  '>f  Commerce,  and  San  FraD 

i'sco.  Fritoii  Taylor,  secretary  of  San  Franoi'«»si  (.invention  League. 

Th*«  lollowing  cities  were  nominated:  Milwaukee.  Wiseoasin:  Indi- 
'ar^olis,   Indiana:   Seattle.   Washinsrton:   St.    Louis.   Mc:   Fainnount.  WfSt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


989 

Virginia;  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Bridgeport,  Ohio;  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Springfield, 
Illinois;  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  Wheeling,  West  Virginia. 

The  first  ballot  resulted  as  follows:  A  total  of  818  votes  were  cast  of 
which  Milwaukee  received  304;  Indit^napolis,  481;  Seattle,  6;  St.  Louis, 
none;  Fairmount,  11;  Des  Moines,  2;  Bridgeport,  none;  Pittsburgh,  7; 
Springfield,  1;  Chicago,  1,  and  Wheeling,  5. 

President  White — Indianapolis  having  received  a  majority  of  all  votes 
cast  is  declared  the  city  in  which  we  will  hold  our  next  convention. 

Delegate  Walker — I  want  to  make  a  statement  for  the  benefit  of  the 
delegates.  In  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Scale  Committee,  you  will 
notice  that  the  Scale  Committee  representing  the  four  districts  are  to  con- 
tinue negotiations  and  submit  the  final  results  of  their  action  first  to  a 
conference  of  that  Scale  Committee  and  the  representatives  of  every  other 
district  that  cares  to  have  representatives  to  that  meeting  before  it  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  membership  for  a  referendum  vote.  The  understanding  was 
that  every  other  district,  outside  of  those  districts  involved  in  the  interstate 
joint  movement,  should  have  the  same  number  of  representatives  in  that 
conference  that  each  of  the  districts  represented  in  the  interstate  joint  move- 
ment has,  namely,  they  can  elect  as  many  as  eight  and  as  many  less  as 
they  care  to.  The  intent  was  that  they  would  be  elected  and  ready  to  act 
along  with  the  committee  at  any  time  it  was  necessary  to  have  them.  I 
just  want  to  make  that  statement  so  that  delegates  y^ho  are  anxious  to  go 
home  may  not  leave  until  that  very  important  matter  is  attended  to  if  they 
desire  to  do  it. 

Delegate  Green,  District  No.  6 — The  other  day  when  Dr.  Holmes,  rep- 
resenting the  Bureau  of  Minos,  made  his  address  to  the  convention,  he  sug- 
gested that  a  committee  of  five  be  selected  or  app^ointed  for  the  purpose  of 
co-operating  with  the  Bureau  of  Mines  in  protecting  the  lives  and  limbs  of 
the  mine  workers. 

In  line  with  that  suggestion,  I  move  you  that  the  International  Presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  from  the  International 
Executive  Board  and  the  district  officers  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  Dep'artment  of  Mines,  in  line  with  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Holmes. 

Delegate  Wieck,  District  No.  12 — I  understand  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
issues  bulletins  at  stated  times,  and  if  a  name  is  placed  on  the  mailing  list 
the  bulletins  are  mailed  regularly.  I  believe  if  the  International  Secretary 
will  send  to  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  a  list  of  the  secretaries  of  our  local  unions, 
the  Bureau  will  send   these  bulletins,  and  it  will  be  a  good  move  to  let 
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many  more  people  know  more  about  the  Boreaa  of  Mines  than  now  kMv 
abont  it. 

Delegate  Grir«n — I  will  accept  that  soggeetion  with  the  motion. 
The   motion   offered    by   Delegate   Green,   inelnding   the   snggestion  ^ 
Delegate  Wieck,  wae  carried. 

Delegate  Lewis — I  move  that  this  conyention  extend  its  thanks  to  tk; 
citizens  of  the  city  of  lodianapolia  and  to  the  representatives  of  organized 
labor  for  courtesies  extended  while  we  have  been  in  the  city.  (Seconded 
and  carried  by  ananimons  vote.) 

Delegate  Walker,  District  No.  12—1  move  that  the  vote  of  thanks  ex 
tended  to  the  city  of  Indianapolis  and  its  citizens  and  the  repreaentatiTes 
of  organized  labor  who  met  with  us  and  gave  us  every  eoarteay,  do  not  n 
elude  the  Indianapolis  Sun,  because  of  its  malicious,  untmthfnl  and  false 
Htatements. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Delegate  Oreen,  District  No.  6,  and  pat 
to  the  convention  by  Secretary  Perry.  The  motion  was  carried  by  nnani 
mous  vote. 

Delegate  Tunstall  obtained  unanimous  consent  to  the  introduction  of  a 
renolution  and  presented  the  following  which  was  read  by  Secretary  Pcnr: 

Six  Mile  Run,  Pa.,  January  4,  1912. 
To  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  Assembled  in  Indianapolis,  Indi 
una — By  the  Members  of  Local  Union  No.  1683: 

Whereas,  We  find  men  every  day  who  have  l)een  crippled  in  and  around 
the  coal  mines;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  our  officers  and  delegates  to  help  us  to  fonno 
late  a  sick  and  accident  fund  along  with  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  as  by  so 
doing  we  believe  that  thousands  of  our  craft  would  join  who  have  never 
dreamed  of  belonging  to  any  union. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MILLER, 
THOS.  JENKINS, 
J.  C.  FOSTER, 

Committee  on  Resolutions. 
E.  B.  ALLEN,  President, 
A.  W.  JONES,  Secretary, 

Local  Union  1683. 
A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 
The  chairmjin  being  unable  to  decide  on  a  viva  voce  vote  asked  for  a 
division. 
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Upon  a  rising  vote  the  motion  was  declared  carried  by  a  vote  of  234 
in  the  affirmative  to  177  in  the  negative. 

At  12:30  IV.  m.,  Friday,  February  2,  the  business  of  the  convention  was 
completed,  and  President  White  made  the  following  closing  address: 

President  White — Before  closing  the  convention  I  desire  to  take  thin 
occasion  to  thank  the  delegates  who  have  assisted  us  in  transacting  the 
volume  of  business  of  this  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  our  organiza- 
tion. I  believe  this  convention  will  pass  into  history  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  deliberate  the  organization  has  held  in  many  years.  It  is 
my  earnest  wish  that  as  the  years  go  by  more  peace  and  tranquillity  may 
abide  within  our  councils  and  throughout  the  great  rank  and  file  of  our  or- 
ganization. 

I  want  to  especially  thank  the  officers  and  members  of  the  committees 
and  the  many  delegates  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  for  the  personal  as- 
sistance they  have  rendered  me  in  discharging  the  duties  of  this  office  in 
this  meeting.  If  any  remarks  of  mine  or  any  act  of  mine  on  the  floor  of 
this  convention  have  occasioned  any  one  any  personal  grief,  I  hope  it  may 
be  dismissed  from  his  mind.  I  know  that  in  moments  of  sharp'  debate  and 
strong  argument  men  arc  likely  to  say  things  that  in  other  moments  they 
would  not  say.  It  has  been  my  purpose  to  give  the  widest  latitude  in  dis- 
(*ii88ion  and  the  fullest  expression  of  free  speech.  If  I  have  not  succeeded 
in  measuring  up  to  that  declaration,  I  hope  the  next  time  we  may  meet,  I 
shall  fulflll  your  every  requirement. 

Again  thanking  you,  and  through  you  the  great  membership  of  our 
organization  for  the  many  evidences  of  their  esteem,  I  now  declare  this 
Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  adjourned 
sine  die. 
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